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by gang
A member of the Imperial College Dramatic

Society was brutally assaulted by a gang of

four youths during the early hours of last

Sunday morning. The incident took place

opposite Gloucester Road tube station as the

student was making his way back to Evelyn

Gardens.

Pushed against barrier

The student, who had been working late

designing sets for Dramsoc's Christmas

production; 'The Captain of Kopenick"', was

deliberately pushed against the pedestrian

barriers. He picked himself up after crashing

to the ground and muttered something to the

youths as he walked away.

Beaten severely

Two of the youths, who were still within ear-

shot, then chased him and caught him. They

then proceeded to beat him severely about the

face and body. He was kicked several times

in the ribs and stomach.

Youths challenged

Eight foreign young men who happened to be

passing by challenged the youths who promptly

ran off in the direction of Cromwell Road.

Five of them gave chase, but lost the gang

at the junction of Gloucester Road and

Cromwell Road.

Police called

who by this time was bleeding

quite heavily from the nose and mouth, then

made his way back to the Union Building. He

was met by Riz Shakir, ICU-Deputy President,

who had just returned from a late excursion.

The police were called and the student taken

to hospital for an X-ray and treatment of his

The IC student,

IC student assaulted
of thugs

Case dropped

The police who have been investigating the

case have now dropped it. This is due to the

fact that they have not got a good enough

description of the youths and thus cannot put

out a 'wanted' notice for them. The student

involved has decided not to prefer charges

after meeting with police officers yesterday

to discuss the matter.

bruises.

W? burgled
Twenty-seven calculators, which were chained

to desks in room 215 of the new Huxley

Buildings, were stolen last Friday evening.

The calculators are made by Advance Elec-

tronics Ltd. and are of the Executive 16/R

range. Their total value has been put at

£35,039.

The calculators, which are bigger than the

Hewlett-Packard 45, were discovered missing

at 10.45pm. by a security guard who was doing

his rounds. The doors to room 215 had been

forced and the chains securing the calcu-

lators to the desks had been cut.

That the burglary took place between 7.00pm.

and 11.00pm. is certain because the security

guard who discovered the theft had checked

and locked the door to room 215 at 7.00pm.

It seems obvious from the mode of entry

that the burglar or burglars knew the

building fairly well and the burglary itself

would have taken no more than five to ten

minutes.

Conttnued on page 46
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FRIDAY 17th

Ents Disco in the Union Lower Refectory at

8.00pm. Adm. 10p.

IC Kung-fu Club giving a demonstration in.the

Union Gym at 7.30pm. All welcome.

Chelsea Disco in the Lightfoot Hall at 8.00pm

Adm. 10p.

IC Film Soc present "THE RULING CLASS" in the
Great Hall at 7.15pm. Adm. by membership card

£1.50,

SATURDAY 18th

IC Ents present Horslips in the Great Hall at

8.00pm. plus Jonathan Kelly. Adm. 90p. (IC

students adv.); £1 adv. and £1.10 on the door.

Chelsea: Rocky Sharpe + Razors and Wild War

Disco in the Lightfoot Hall at 8.00pm. Adm.

60p.

Ewan MacColl + Peggy Seager, Singers Club

(folk), Union Tavern, Lloyd Baker St. (opp.

Mount Pleasant Hotel). Nearest tube Kings

Cross.

SUNDAY 19th

IC Cat Soc: "The State of the World" by C.P.

Snow preceded by BAR SUPPER at More House, 53

Cromwell Road. 7.30pm. All are Welcome.

QEC Disco:

Chelsea: ‘Every Home Should Have One" (Film)

Adm. 15p. 7.00pm. Lightfoot Hall, Manressa Rd.

IC Kung-fu Club: Training session in Union

Gym. 4.30 - 6.30pm.

Davies, Secretary, IC.

TUESDAY 21st

Associated Studies: Wartime Reputations: Who

Survives? 2. The Generals a talk by BRIAN

BOND, Dept of War Studies, Kings College.

Theatre B, Sherfield. 1.30pm.

Musicians and their Instruments: 3. The

Clarinet in the Orchestra. Dr. GAVIN PARK.

Reader, Dept of Physics, IC; Conductor of IC

Orchestra. Theatre A, Sherfield. 1.30pm.

Career Opportunities Talks: A Career in

University Administration. A talk by Mr. M.J.

1.30pm. in Lecture

Theatre 408 Elec. Eng.

WEDNESDAY 22nd

IC Folk Club present NIC JONES in the Union

Lower Refectory at 8.00pm. Adm: members 25p.

non-members 45p. Membership 60p.

IC Jewish Society: Hebrew classes at beginner

and intermediate level. Elec. Eng. 1009 at

1.00pm.

Chelsea: Bar night. Free. 8.30pm. with

JONATHAN KELLY. Manressa Road.

THURSDAY 23rd

Commemoration Day. 2.30pm. in the Albert Hall

Special Visitor: LORD ROTHSCHILD.

Commemoration Ball: Sherfield Building. 7. 30pm
for 8.00pm. Dancing until 2.00am.

Council Report
The 195th IC Union Council meeting chaired

by Pete Teague, began just before 6.00pm on

Monday.

There was no major news. Mr Downs had

received a letter from Mr Mohindra, Chairman

of the Overseas Students Committee, tendering

his resignation due to personal circumstances.

The President's report included news on

halls and refectories. The advice to

students to eat elsewhere appears to have

been heeded, judging by Mr Mooney's quote:

"Refectories have never been this empty at

this time before". As regards halls, the

rent will be reviewed and put to the Gover-

nors at a meeting on Dec. 18th, to be

implemented after Christmas. However,..

objections were raised over having mid-

sessional price increases, whereas grants

are reviewed only annually.

There was also discussion as to how many

observers to send to future NUS conferences,

as it is normally three, but the cost per

head is £35.

ICWA: The FLATSHARE scheme run in the

last two weeks of the vacation proved to be

a great success, with not only female

students being catered for as was the

original idea. The problem of residence

this year was aggravated by the fact that

‘the Residence Officer failed his exams and

consequently the position was left vacant.

It is hoped that the scheme will be run next

year on a larger scale.

In AOB, Mr Abraham, acting PGAO, proposed

that writing-up students (PG's staying on

after their time for about three months to

finish writing their theses) should be given

the status of registered students for the

purpose of using Union facilities. This was

accepted.

The most noteworthy fact about this

meeting was that the meeting had only taken

two hours and forty minutes~- the shortest

Council meeting ever held in IC.
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Education Cuts-the way to cure inflation?
by Peter Teague,

The History of Education Cuts

The present Education Cuts must be seen in {4

the context of the overall Public expenditure

cuts, as one of the main government tactics

for dealing with the high rate of inflation.|

Firstly much of the public expenditure is

non-productive and does not generate consump-

tion, and secondly it is often financed on

credit which of itself is inflationary.

The present series of cuts began in 1973,

reducing current spending by 10% and capital

programmes by 20%. As a result many educat-

ional institutions had less money to spend

in 1974-75 than in 1973-74, despite large

increases in the cost of equipment etc. In

the Budget presented by Denis Healey in April

1975 a further £86 million was lopped off the

expenditure on education, arts, science and

libraries. Since then the Chancellor has

revealed that he plans to cut a further £1250

million from Public Spending. According to

the "Times Higher Education Supplement", this

would entail cuts of £500 million in educat-

ion spending, spread over the next four year

This will mean that education spending will

only increase by 1.6% this year, and will

actually decrease by 1.3% next year. Remember

that with about 25% inflation this means that

the real value of the money spent on educat-

ion will fall by 23.4% this year, and 26.32

next year, if the rate of inflation is sus-

tained.

The effects of the cuts

The form which the education cuts take varies

considerably from area to area as the imple-

mentation of the cuts is largely a matter for

decision by Local Authorities. The following

are some examples:

* Teacher Training supply targets cut by

54,000 places.

* Closure of 13 Colleges of Education.

* Reduction in the number and value of

discretionary awards. eg Some authorities

‘are not issuing any more discretionary

awards.

* Shelving of plans to replace school and

college buildings. a

* Cuts in effective grants to Universities.

* Plans to employ less than their quota of

teachers in some 20 local authorities,

hence increasing the size of school classes.

*-A complete standstill in the provision of _

' Nursery Education, despite the fact that we

have the worst provision in Europe.

As you can see from the items listed above

which do not cover all those things being cut,

this amounts to a direct attack on the

ICU President

Should Education Be Cut ?

Educational spending is a particularly

easy field to cut since the cuts

in spending produce no drastic results immed-

iately, as cuts in say the health service

would. Cuts in the Education Services are a

particularly short - sighted way of attempt-

ing to solve an economic crisis. They necess-

arily involve a diminution of future prospects

for economic growth. When the economy begins

to get on the move again we will need educated

people at all levels to man the economy. These

people will not be available if we continueto

cut spending on education as we are cutting

both the numbers of people that can be educat-

ed, and also the level of education.

It is easy to condemn cuts in education speni-

ing and provide no alternative philosophy.

Cuts in other areas of public edpenditure are

favoured in some quarters. The National

Union of Students subscribe to the lobby which

favours increased public spending, lower un-

employment, free collective bargaining, and

import controls, as the solution to our pre-

sent economic crisis. I do not wholeheartedly

subscribe to this view.

What relevance to IC?

Having read this you may be asking what

relevance do the cuts in education spending

have to I.C.? The effects in any one college

are difficult to itemise. College has not
received as much money as expected from the

government, and because of this the depart-

ments and administration were subject to two

separate cuts each of two per cent. This

money has to be saved somehow. In the

administration appointments of replacement

staff are being 'frozen' where ever possible.

This means either a heavier burden on the

remaining staff complement, or that work

becomes delayed. In the departments a large

proportion of expenditure is also committed

to salaries and the areas easiest to cut are

demonstrating and the allocation for hospi-

tality ie. the social side of the department

Thus far the College has managed to bear

the cuts exceedingly well due to considerable

hard work in financial planning and strategy.

How much longer this can continue is a

question of pure conjecture.

The National Campaign.

One of the central points of the campaign

organised by NUS is to ally with the Labour

and Trade Union movements. These groups are

both very powerful and as the cuts affect

every person who is in education, or who has

standard of education that we have at present.
Continued on page 4


