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Refectory

price bombshell
Any hope that IC students might have entertained about an improved standard of

living due to the new level of grant took a severe blow when at the last Governing Body

meeting of the 1974/75 session, it was announced that refectory prices were to be
increased by 40%. This increase together with the 16% increase in hall rents; 17% fa

Hamlet Gardens; not to mention the increase in the cost of books and stationery are

just a few of the increases to be met from the £155 increase over last year’s grant of

£655.

The increase essentially

stems from the UGC’s (Univer-
sity Grants Committee’s )
ruling which requires that

refectories and halls of

residence be run on a self-
balancing basis. The size of

the increase was determined in
view of a catering deficit of

£78 000: incurred in the financial
year which ended last July.
Theoretically, this increase
will enable the objective of

self-balancing to be achieved

assuming there is no decline
in the number of customers

using the refectories.

Increases opposed

Student representatives on
Governing Body _ strongly
opposed the magnitude of the
increases. In addition they
expressed the view that

termly reviews of refectory

prices and hall rents were
totaliy unacceptable unless

student grants were to be

similarly reviewed.

When asked to comment on
the increases and the reasons

behind them the Deputy

President, Riz Shakir said,

“I cannot foresee the

refectories enjoying the same

level of cu stom, since for the

poor quality of food, such high

prices can only be described

as unreasonable. This will

mean that a joer round of

increases will be needed at

Christmas and a snowballing

effect will set in. The only
thing that can result out of this

charade, is the downfall of the

present catering system and in

process causing a lot of

hardship to students.’’ This
view is also endorsed by the

other members of the ICU

Executive.

Formal dinners up 60%:

This is going to hit
particularly hard at CCU
Freshers. Dinners’ since the
amount allocated to these

dinners has not increased by
any substantial amount. To

aggravate an already desperate

situation, it appears that these

dinners will in fact cost up to
59% more than they did last
year. This seems to contradict
the Refectory © Committee’s
decision, on June 5th, recom-
mending to the Governing Body
that internal formal dinners be

subject to an increase of 40%
whereas those for outside

organisations should cost 60%
more than previously.

UGM motion

A large proportion of a

student’s grant is spent on
food therefore this will be a

matter of great concern to them

throughout the coming session.
Indeed, a motion expressing

this very feeling is being

brought to the Union General

meeting being held on Thursday,

2nd October in the Great Hall

at 1.00 pm.

“ECONOMIC |

PHILOSOPHY

OF SHEER

LUNACY”

Only 14 per cent of all full
time students receive the full

grant of £740 Charles Clarke,
President of NUS, revealed
at a press conference given on

the 11th September.

Referring to the effects of

the educational cuts he said,
The whole of the education

system is being starved of

money .Massive education cuts

are forcing all students to

accept a reduced standard of

education and excluding many
from post school education

altogether’’.

He urged LEA’s to stand

firm and opposed the cuts even

at the risk of becoming

“‘educational Clay Crosses’”’

The NUS would be mustering

all its strength to fight

cuts and central to thet
campaign will be working

with the TUC, especially ata
local level.

The NUS would also seek
the cooperation of parent-

teacher associations. A lobby

of Parliament has _ been

organised for Tuesday, 21st

October, by the SE region of

the TUC which they will

mobilise students for. Also,
for one week starting on the

27th October, 31 Polytechnics

will be in occupation as a

protest against the cuts in

public expenditure.

Methods of pressuring LEA’s
included sending delegations

President recovers- SCAB Chairman resigns

Peter Teague, the Imperial
College Guion bisclden. is
recovering from an operation he

underwent ten days ago. The
operation was to remove a

hernia discovered. easly last
January. Pete had been waiting

since then to go into hospital
for the operation.

He will have to take it easy
for a few weeks but this will
not however, prevent him from
delivering his speech at the

Freshers reception this

morning. *

It was confirmed a few days

ago that Alan Jones, SCAB

Chairman and last year’s RCS

Ents officer had contracted
glandular fever. It will be at

least six weeks before he will

be recovered enough to attend

College, In the light of this, he

has resigned his post as SCAB

Chairman .

No one has taken over in an

acting capacity as yet, but a

SCAB executive meeting -is

‘being called to appoint some-

one to this position. A new

SCAB Chairman will have to be

elected at the second Union

General Meeting of this term

along with about 30 other Union

officers . The need to elect so

many new officers arose due to

the fact that several of them

failed their exams.

to meet LEA officials, working

in alliance with other pressure

groups and through the Labour

movement. There would also

be direct action involving
picketing and occupying LEA

offices .

‘ He went on to describe the

government’s economic policy

as an ‘“‘economic philosophy

of sheer lunacy’’. What they

should do is to abolish the £6

pay limit, enforce strict price

and import controls and
increase public expenditure.

He also cast ridicule on the

visits to colleges taking place

soon. He saw no point in them

if no money was being given to

the colleges being visited.
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omar 29th
IC Folk Club present Mike Harding and others in the Union Lower
refectory at 8.00 pm. Adm; members 25p, non-members 45p.
Membership 60p.

Tuesday 30th
Freshers Fair (2.00 pm — 530 pm). Union Bar and Lounge bar
open from 3.00 pm.

QEC Queen Elizabeth College): Free disco 730 pm — 10.46:pm
in the New Common Room Bar.

Wednesday Ist Oct

IC Folk Club present ‘The City Waites’ and others — details as
under Monday 29th.

QEC: Free group — details as under Tuesday 30th.
Chelsea College: Folk Night with Mike Absalom at 9,00 -pm’:
Adm Free. -
IC Film Soc showing ‘ Klute’ starring Donald Sutherland and Jane
Fonda in Mech Eng 220at 7 15 pm. Adm free. f

Thursday 2nd
STOIC: Mike Williams talkes to the Rector in the first of a series.
Chelsea: Film ‘‘Cabaret’® starring Liza Minelli. Also Tom &
Jerry cartoon. Start 7.15 pm. Adm 20p.

QEC: Freshers Ball with ‘‘Moon’’ and support. Also disco.730
pm in Courtauld Hall.Adm 50p adv, 65p on the door.

Friday 3rd
iC Film Soc Showing ‘Satyricon’ in the Great Hall at 745 pm.

Adm to members only. Membership obtainable at the door.

QEC: Free gsoup — details as under Tuesday 30th.
Chelsea: Disco. 8 pm — 11 pm.Adm 10p.

Saturday4th

iC Ents present ‘‘Greenslade’’ in the Great Hall at 8.00 Adm
£1.10 (IC students only in adv), £1.20 adv (others) and £1.20 at
the door.

Chelsea: Freshers Ball with ‘Nutz’ and Warren Harry and the Yum
. Yum Band. Food. 8 pm — 11 45 pm Adm.75p.

Sunday Sth sate

Chelsea: Showing ‘*Straw Dogs’’ starring Dustin Hoffman .Adm 15p.

Much has been made of the London pub-rock scene in recent

years. Below is a list of local taverns where you can sample

tive rock free of charge .For fuller details of attractions at these

and other venues then 20p will be well spent on a copy of ‘Time
Out’ — published every Thursday .

=eEO
Help to SLICE casts by using energy

wisely in the College .In 1975 energy.

costs, mainly for heating and electricity,

are estimated te increase by about 50%

over last year. With no increase in the

Government grant to the College, this

‘means that YOU will have to make do with less - facilities

e g. laboratory materials, lecture notes, UNION grant, in

order to pay the inereased energy bills.

You can help by: |

*Closing all external doors and windows

*Switching off all unnecessary lights

*Using minimum hot water

*Thinking twice before switching on power con-

suming equipment - even if you are doing a

routine experiment.

* Remembering to switch off as soon as you have

finished.

In these ways you can help to SLICE the bills and help

yourself at the same time .

Any suggestions for SLICING energy costs should be

sent to

SLICE c/o Dept .of Electrical Engineering .

Save

Lighting and

Imperial

College

Energy

ROCK PUBS

Golden Lion, 490 Fulham Rd, SW6. (Fulham Broadway tube).

The Greyhound, 175 Fulham Palace Rd, W6. (Hammersmith tube).

The Kensington, Russel! Gardens, Holland Road, W14 (Sheperds
Bush tube).

Western Counties, 8 London Street, W2 (Paddington tube).
Windsor Caste, 309 Harrow Road, WS (Westbourne Park tube).

Brecknock, 227 Camden Road, NW1 (Camden tube).

CLUBS

Dingwalls (Camden Lock, NW1 Camden Town/Chalk Farm tube).
Open 8.00 pm ~— 2.00 am. Food and drink very expensive (lager
43p, Tankard 40p.) Adm £1 — £1.50 weekdays; £2 weekends. Good

disco and bands are above average.

Marguee (90 Wardour Street, W1. Piccadilly Circus tube).
Open 7.00 pm —11 00 pm, 7 days a week. One of London's top

places to listen to up and coming bands .Drink reasonably priced.

(lager 36p, ‘E’ 28p). Main drawback is that it becomes a sweatbax.

when full. Adm. 50p — 75p. Students with SU cards get special'

reductions .

100 Club (100 Oxford Street, W1. Tottenham Court Road tube). .
Open 7 days a week 7.30 pm — Midnight . The club ‘caters mainly
for jazz enthusiasts with rock nights usually falling on Tuesdays .

meas bar and Chinese restaurant reasonably priced. Adm. 60p

Speakeasy (48 Margaret Street, W1. Oxford Circus tube).
The haunt of would-be superstars, past superstars and: young
ladies who years ago were known as ‘groupies’. Expensive |
drinks and restaurant. Open 1030 pm — 4.00 am most days of the

week. Good groups. Membership required (£5.50 a year). Adm 50p
— £1,

Nashville (171 Nathend Road, W14.Next to West Kensington tube).

This former ‘Country and Western’ stronghold has recently opened
its doors to rock music and is fast becoming one of.the best pubs
in London. Rock groups play seven nights a week — most acts in

midweek being free. The big name bands play at weekends.

Adm.75p. ;

Hope and Anchor (297 Upper Street, N1. Highbury Islington tube) .

Groups play ina small cellar which can become very cramped and
sweaty when the pub is full, but on the whole a good atmosphere.

Again, average priced liqour of reasonable quality .Adm 40—70p.

FELIX NEEDS YOU

This wot you're reading is FELIX, the woot newspaper
of ICU. Due to the untimely passing of some of last year’s
staff we still have a few vacancies left unfilled, viz:-

Sub€ditors
Features Editor

News Editors

Advertising Manager |

Photographic Editors

Reporters

Reviewers.

Secretary (female?)

Purveyors of scurrilous gossip hot from the depths of the

Union bar or the upper echelons of the College admin.

And of course all news, articles, comments, features,
and letters would be gratefully accepted, especially those

with a high co efficient of readability.

Drop into the FELIX office, just inside Beit Archway on
the right, during Freshers Fair (tomorrow). We are having

special demos to show you how it’s all done .See you!
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Rector’s welcome to Freshers
It gives me great pleasure to. welcome

all Freshers to Imperial College, whether

they be undergraduates, postgraduates -or,
indeed, staff. | look forward to meeting

many of you during your stay with us, and

in the meantime | wish you every success

and happiness.

George Santayana, philosopher and

sometime professor at Harvard, once

wrote: ‘“‘The function of dons Is to

expound a few classic documents and to

hand down as large and. pleasant a store

as possible of academic habits, maxims
and anecdotes.’’ | doubt whether many

present members of the academic staff of

imperial College would recognise them-

sleves from .Santayana's description!

Moreover, the staff are not here to
lecture AT you, but to learn WITH
you.

Although they still try to impart their

knowledge and experience In as pleasant
a manner as possible, they work much

harder than may once have been the case

to ensure that the courses you have
chosen to follow are not only intellectually
satisfying but are also relevant to your

present and future careers. Your work

will be supported by some of the most

up-to-date equipment and. - methods
available to the world. Moreover, the
staff are not here to lecture at you, but to

learn with you. That, at least, is the Idea!
to which we aspire, even if, through

pressure of numbers and shortage of

finance and human frailties, we don’t
always succeed. Don’t expect to be
spoon-fed, however: you are here to
learn, and learning Is not quite the same

as being taught!

| have just mentioned shortage of

finance. Inflation has hit universities

even harder than most other sectors of
the community because of the way we.are

financed . Impetial College is no exception,
neither better offnor worse than the rest.
Over the past few years we have had to
pay for unprecedently high wage rises and
have had to face a doubling in fuel and

food bills at a time when our Income has
not been fully supplemented for the

inflation over which we have no control.

.-aS with Mr Micawber, where we

have an annual expenditure in excess
of income the result is misery,...

Most British universities are almost

entirely dependent upon government

funds. In our own case only about 12%
derives from non-government sources,
and at a time of industrial recession
there is little hope of increasing that. We

do not have extensive reserves either,

and what we have are rapidly dwindling
because we have been unwilling to pass

The Rector, Sir Brian Flowers

on the full effects of Inflation immediately.
However, as with Mr Micawber, where we

have an annual expenditure in excess of

income the result is misery, and so we
must strive to bring them into equilibrium
without sacrificing our high academic

standards.

-only too well aware of them

insufficiency of the present student
maintenance grant, and I! shall
continue to press publicly for the

restoration of its earlier purchasing

power.

Although severe financial cuts: are

having to be applied, all areas of

expenditure are therefore being carefully

Studied to make sure these cuts fall

where they will do least damage. In two

areas, however, we have little choice

because of government regulations. |

refer, of course, to the recent rise in

refectory prices and, to’a lesser extent,

in hall fees, where the government insists

that halls and refectories shall pay their

way without subsidy. This means that

when the costs of fuel, food and wages

rise, prices are forced up too. We shall

make every economy we can, and we

shall welcome your views on how to do

better. We are also only too well aware

of the insufficiency of the present

student maintenance grant, and | shall

continue to press publicly for the
restoration of its earlier purchasing power.

in the meantime, however, there is no
doubt that owing to the Inconsistency of

government policies students are being
caught between the Scylla of rising prices

and the Charybdis of a grossly insufficient
grant. f age

So not everything is gloomy; we are
not yet digging up the croquet lawn to

grow soya beans for the refectory!

We must also use every responsible
means - and | stress the word

**responsible’’! - to urge upon the
government a fairer treatment of higher

education. As far as this College is
concerned we have a good case. We

pride ourselves on the later successes of

our students and on the application of the
results of our researches to the practical

problems of a complex industrial society.
We make great efforts to adapt to current

needs and it is for this reason that we

hope shortly to increase our efforts in

such topical matters as energy studies,

environmental technology and industrial

hazards. While continuing to maintain the

highest standards in scientific work we

increasingly try to cater for those of you

who wish to pursue careers in business

or commerce or public administration, by

providing joint honours courses which

combine a scientific or technological

Subject with Management Science or

Industrial Sociology. And when the

economic circumstances are better we

also have plans for improving and

extending the campus, including. the

provision of more student accomodation.

| also hope you will contribute to its

welfare as you would to your home,
not least by playing an active part in

the affairs of the Union.

So not everything Is gloomy; we are

not yet digging up the croquet lawn to

grow soya beans for the refectory! | can

assure you we shall do all we can to make

sure your time here both profitable and

pleasant.! hope you will use all facilities
of the College to the full; for the time
being it is your home. | also hope you
will contribute to Its welfare as you

would to your home, not least by playing

an active part in the affairs of the Union.

If | have dwelt rather a lot on finance
in this article it Is only partly because
of the economic situation. It is no bad
thing that universities shotild be forced

by financial stringency to examine eyery

aspect of their work and even to recon-.
sider the essential purpose of their
existence; we should not be afraid to
subject our own institution to scientific
scrutiny, whether it be the academic
departments, the playing fields, the
administration or the union. The end
result might even be a more effective
College.

RSMU

for fun!
by Nick Brayshaw.

President of Mines Union.

On behalf of the Royal School of Mines

Union, it is both an honour and a pleasure

to welcome all the Mining, Geology and

Metallurgy freshers to Imperial College
and to the RSM. —

Being the smallest Constituent College

(by numbers), it is essential that we

maintain a high degree of participation to

compete with and beat opponents, and it

is largely up to you, as freshers, to

assist by making an effort to play for, or

support the RSM during the coming year.

If you do not get the chance during the

first couple of days of term, you will have

the opportunity of meeting myself and

fellow officers (those who passed their

exams, anyway) in the very near future at

a Union Meeting (always great fun!), a

Nite-Out (even better fun!!) or your Freshers

Dinner (the ultimate!!!) ee

After the scathing incisions made into

our Union ranks following last terms exam

results, many Union posts are now unfilled

and so the first job of the new term is

elections in order to find replacements for

some of our dearly - departed colleagues.

Some of the posts are ideal for freshers
to have a bash at, for example, Publicity

officer and Newsletter Editor whilst some

posts are strictly for ‘‘old lags’’, for

example, Rugby Captain.

During the first few daysof term, there
is always plenty to do, but one event not
to miss is the ‘‘Annual Freshers Pub-

Crawl’’ on Tuesday, 30th September. .
Entry forms and plastic bags (for those of

a nervous disposition) will be handed out
at the Mines Freshers Meeting on Mon,

afternoon or at the Freshers Fair on Tues.

afternoon, with the crawl commencing at

6.00 pm in the Union Bar.

The maces for the best crawlers will

be presented on the following Tues, which
is the first Union Meeting of the year
(always good for a laugh!)


