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~IT’S BEEN A
BITCH OF A YEAR !

THE ACADEMIC session 1974—75 will surely go down
in the annals of IC Union's history as one renowned for its
spasmodic outbreaks of ‘‘bitching’’ ie criticism verging (on

occasion) towards hostility .

This does not .mean to
suggest that all the hostile
criticisms which have appeared
have been ill-founded. Indeed
hidden amongst much. of the
rhetoric can be found
fundamental debating points
which reflect a genuine concern
with regard to a particular
topic .

. The issue to be raised is
this: Recognising firstly the
bad feeling whici “*bitching’’
will inevitably create and
secondly the fact that in the
majority of instances, in the
past ‘year the controversy was
settled amicably, then is it
always necessary to raise the
dispute in public? ;

There is evidence to support
' the view that it is the ‘‘public’’

aspect of the dispute coupled
with the hostile terms in
which = an otherwise ‘‘fair’’
comment is sometimes couched
which is capable of doing the
most damage.

During the past year the
FELIX Letters Column has
been the scene of criticisms
both constructive and

destructive, mild and vehement.
Whilst undoubtedly the Column
has been. lively and enter-
taining, the question has tobe
asked “Atwhat cost?"’

By all means let us have
controversies, but next year at
least, may the almost Satanic
rite of ‘‘bitching’’ cease.

Here endeth the lesson

" from the gospel according to

St.FELIX .

STOIC DOES IT AGAIN !

STOIC, IC’s own student television service, has managed to scoo
the national media yet again by an exclusive interview with BARR
HUMPHRIES, the creator and co-star of the latest. Barry McKenzie
film ''Barry McKenzie Holds His Own’'’'. Mr Humphries arrived at the
STOIC studio yesterday in drag and created pandemonium. The
interview is to be broadcast next Tuesday in the JCR, Southside and
Union. Watch out for posters .

WHAT A SCORCHER!

AT LAST

it was finally announced last I
the original suggestions which had been agreed
fully implemented ‘“in the very near future’’.

incorporati
upon, are to

This ' announcement, made
a){ the Editor of FELIX, Mike
illiams, comes as a great
shock to many senior Union
officials who were last night

expressing ‘‘grave concern’
about the possible effects
. this' unex

cted move mhf&
have on the future of FE
and indeed the Union itself.
Speaking on behalf of the
Union, Trevor .Phllli;’)‘i the
ICU President said, ‘'l have no
doubt that it is Mike Williams’
intention to create within the
broadly-based framework which

it has happened. After much wheeling and dealing

Monday that the final plans

has been built up around
FELIX this year a more
fundamental style of approach
to solving the more
troublesome aspects of the
newspaper which have been
difficult to overcome in light
of inflation and the Government
cuts in educational
expendure.’’

The FELIX Staff were less
guarded in their views. ‘i
don’t like it,"”’ said Richard

Turn to page 2
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Special thanks must go to Jen Hardy-Smith for her unfailing moral
support when it was most needed; Sue, Alice and Dol for ensuring
that FELIX did not fall apart at the seams by managing to wake me up
each morning with the best cuppa in Southside; Gill McConway, our
varitypist, whose work has gone from strength to strength and whose
newly acquired pasting-up skills has aided me mmensely; lan Morse,
our litho-operator, for his unflagging committment to printing FELIX

and his tenacity in ensuring that FEL

IX comes out on time; Paul

Ekpenyong, Riz Shakir and Richard Waring, without whom FELIX
would not have existed this year; and finally to the FELIX Staff in
general (both student and permanent) who have suffered my arrogance,

excesses,
minimum of dissent.
It has been a good year.

What a scorcher!
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Waring, the News Editor. Riz
Shakir, the Features Editor and
next year’s Deputy President
was even vehement: ‘I think
it's silly.'”’ Paul Ekpenyong,
the Sub-Editor and Editor-
elect of FELIX, summed it all
up:, isuecinetly ' I think, it
reflects a certain amount of
desperation on the Editor's
part when, in an attempt (o
cheer up those people who
have haé]a near-fatal dose of
exvams, he feels he has to
write a meaningless front-page
space-filler with a title more
suited to a national newspaper
during a hot summer when there
is nothing else to make the
headlines.”’

idiosyncracies ard morbid sense of

humour with the

NOTICE
Linstead Hall Basement
Trunk Room is to be cleared
out during September. Anyone
having belongings there should
contact the housekeeper
IMMEDIATELY

INFORMATION REQUIRED

A dark blue Imp, registration
number, [.LRA 618D was
damaged whilst parked in
Southside carpark last week.
Would anyone in the vicinity
and who may have witnessed
the incident please contact
Roger Nicholls, Industrial
Sociology PG or ring 653 8686.

JF ORLY

Sarah Jones

AS YOU will probably have alréady noticed, each member of
the IF Union Executive is taking it in turn to write an article for
FELIX, so | suppose | should first introduce myself: | am the
Social Sec for |IF (Social Sec, some of you might say who as yet,
does not seem to have organised any social events). Although |

have only had this post of
Social Sec. for a few weeks |
have discovered that organising
social events for the summer
term is not exactly easy.
Amazing though it may
sound, | am in the process of
‘“The Taming of the Shrew’’.
Originally this was to be at the
Open Air Theatre (Regent's
Park for those of youewho are
so ignorant) but | have just had
a letter from the company
saying that due to the bad
spring weather the building of
the new auditorium complex at
the Open Air Theatre has been
delayed. So, to avoid dis-
appointingyouall the production

of ““The Taming of the Shrew’’
is having a special season at
the Round House, Chalk Farm.
Tickets for the evening
performance on June 30th are
still available, so anyone
wanting tickets please come to
the IF Union any week-day
between 1pm — 1.30 pm and
hopefully someone should be
there.

Social events for the rest
of the term (what there is left
of it) seem to be almost non-
existent, but next term’s events
are bound to be successful and
well supported. (Let's hope so
anyway).

LETPEIRSS

The Referendum

Imperial College,
Ist June, 1975.
“ear Sir,

Unfortunately when this
citer appears the referendum
~ill have come and gone but
nevertheless 1 feel I must
omment on Mr Phillips’ fervour
in urging us to vote which
ippeared in FELIX 392. His

assurance ‘that>“It "is*a
historical decision’’, paral leled
by Capital Radio’s ‘‘This is

the most important decision of
your life’’ and HM Government’s
“It is possibly the most
important choice that the
British people have ever been
asked to make’’ is misplaced
enthusiasm . In fact the choice
we have is between industrial,

corporate capitalism ; and
anything further is purely
illusory.

However it is salutary to
see Trotskyists supporting
national sovereignty and rather
amusing to see fellow cabinet
ministers at one another’s
throats but that is where my
interestends .

Econometrics is a young and
highly imprecise science. It is
certainly not. possible to say
whether leaving the EEC will
aid our eonomic development
or not, nor whether the EEC
has cushioned or exacerbated
our national crisis in the past
two years. In any case our
major raw materials, especially
oil, are not under European
control so we still pay dis-
proportionate prices on the
world market.

I would contend that the

referendum is largely irrelevant.
Indeed Mr Phillips analogy
with the European cup final
was peculiarly opposite — one
side may have the superior
arguments, the other side may
win but the ball has no real
say in the matter; it just gets
kicked around.

Power of the people!

Andrew T. Osborne.

IF Only Again

L’Institut Francais,
2nd June 1975

Dear Sir,
I feel I must reply to the
letters headed ‘‘IF Only

Criticism’® in last fortnight's
FELIX.

Firstly to set Mr Phillips’
hunted mind at rest. He has
hitherto been nothing more than
a name on paper. to me. There-
fore 1 cannot ses how he can
accuse me of directing an
attack at him personally.
However, the IF Union would
be delighted to make his
acquaintance and lend him a
sincerely friendly ear any time
he cares to visit us.

Secondly the letter from IF
ex-President Katie Makinnon:
at the risk of sounding petty

myself, I can only say her
criticism strikes a rather
shallow note. If she is so

concernedabout the organisation
of next year’s Rag activities,
I suggest she consults the Rag
Co-ordinator who will no doubt
set her inquiring mind at rest.
Yours faithfully,
Lorna Thomas
Rag Rep, IF






