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WHAT A SHAMBLES !
Silwood Incident

RCS UNION’S Country House Ball held at Silwood Park, the

College Field Station, last Friday was marred by an unpleasant
incident which may, if tempers do not soon cool, have far-reaching

repercussions as regards the future of this annual event.

The incident occured when

some of the Silwood Park

students appeared in jeans’n

jumpers at what was a formal

dinner-jacket occasion and,

without having _ tickets,

attempted to buy drinks at the

bar. It was their contention

that since the bar is run strictly

as a private club and that any

extension applies to the club

and nto to the function for
which the extension was applied

for, then they, it seemed, were

entitled to buy drinks at the
bar.

It was RCSU’s contention

that since the Silwood students
were without tickets and
improperly dressed, then they

had no right to be at the
function which had cost those
present £8 for a double ticket.

It is understood that the

students later left feeling very

disgruntled after mention was

made of some ‘heavies’ possibly

being called upon to ‘bounce’
them.

Legally, the situation is

confused and is best considered
in terms of other College
facilities. If the Country House
has the same status as, for

example, the College Block

JCR, then it is bookable and

whilst remaining a student area

it is at the disposal of whoever

books the facility. If however,

the House has the status of,

say, the Union Bar, then whilst
it is possible to hold a function
there, no student can be barred

from using that facility.

Whatever happens, it is

clear that the incident has
created a great deal of ill-

feeling on both sides. A lack

of communication and maybe
just One stray remark set the

scene for the incident. One can

only hope that the two sides

can get together and t2'k the

thing out .Clearly, much greaier

liason and co-operation will be
‘required in future years if the

Annual Silwood Ball is 1% run

smoothly — and if, indeed, it is

torun atall.

Editorial, page 2

Scene in RATT on Wednesday

RATT (Room At The Top), the half-completed set of:

Union Committee rooms at the top of Union building is in a
mess and no work has been done on !t since January, it was

Parking Problem
FOLLOWING COMPLAINTS that certain student motorists

possessing parking permits for the Southside area were unableto

park there, FELIX decided to investigate the matter.

Over a period of five days,
the forty-odd parking places
in front of Southside were.

statistically checked to see

how many actually displayed
the official parking permit.

For the first four days

(Monday to Thursday) the

pattern consistly showed about

50% of the vehicles displaying

-permits and 50% without. It

was after this time that the

College Parking Committee met

to discuss these very statistics

which had been gleaned and

concluded that the Parking
Warden would have to tighten
up on illegally parked cars.

That Friday no statistics were
taken, but the following Monday
showed a marked improvement

with less than 30% of the
vehicles. without a _ permit
(including two diplomatic cars

from the Libyan Embassy no

less).

When asked to comment John

recently revealed.

Contractual work began last

summer on RATT to convert

the large draughty room into an

eminently more useful set of

committee rooms using part-

itions. The contracting firm,

Norwood Steel, apparently

stopped early this year and
nobody seems to know why .At

the moment, building materials
are scattered all over one
section of the place; there are

Fuller, the Parking Warden,

said that in a lot of cases, for

example when parents come to

visit a student who is sick and

in hall, he has to exercise a

lot of discretion. He also made

the point that by maintaining a
lot of spare places for permit

holders who might want to use
the space allocated to them,

non-college motorists would

(Turn to page 2)

docrs without locks; some

doors have been hung very badly,

and other doors have yet to be
hung.To use a euphemism, the

Union is ‘‘perturbed’’ about all

this.

Over in College Block, there

appears to be some confusion

as to whose responsibility it
is to ensure RATT’s com-

pletion, but the general feeling

is that the contractors, Norwood

Steel, have let us down very

badly. It appears that a week

last Wednesday, a spokesman

for the firm said that he was

given to understand that the

job had been completed. That

person, is clearly in for a

Surprise.

Tom Shearer, the College’s

site superintendent, told FELIX

that despite having a great

deal of work on at the moment

he intends to chase the matter

up fully.



FELIX

Michael Williams

THE INCIDENT which occured at Silwood Park last

Friday (see page one) highlights the extreme vulner-

ability of the arrangement which existed between the Ball

organisers and the Warden of Silwood. It appears that

in the past, a certain amount of tact & discretion

sprinkled with luck saw the function through to is finish

But last Friday for a brief moment, luck was elsewhere

and the tact & discretion had, on the one side, been

stretched by the previous twelve hours hard grind in

setting the event up, and on the other, lost in the seams

of the casual attire.

When matters began to come adrift there were no

rules, regulations, strict understandings for anyone to

consult as a means of arbitration. Was the Country House

strictly and unequivocally booked, or did RCSU just

have the use of it? Maybe it is time the Warden of
Silwood clarified the matter.

Meanwhile, the cankerous destruction called ‘‘ill-
feeling’’ seems to be demanding redress on behalf of
the Silwood students. But it is to Silwood’s credit that

the hard-liners who are determined to ‘‘give RCS a kick
up the a---’’ at almost any cost are in a minority —

vengeful motivations never could quite be correlated to

mature attitudes.

Dick Cook, the Silwood Park Students Committee
Chairman, has made it clear that discussion and close
co-operation is now essential if this kind of thing is

to be avoided in future years. I’ll say ‘aye’ to that —
and the sooner the better.
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Jill McNaughtan

| am out of a job!) Back to

more serious things though;

after only two weeks or so as

the IF Rep, | was summonsed

to a meeting in the depths of

Queen Elizabeth College, to be

told that homely, little USK

was doomed to be swallowed

up into the impersonality (not

to mention. crudeness) of

Catbums. Well really? How

can | follow that? ;

As far as IF is concerned,
it is quite a sore point. We

knew USK. (If we didn’t, we

should have!) We knew the
colleges which were part of
USK (well, most of them...)
‘but CATBUMS? How many of
us feel that being part of an

area which stretches out as far
as Brunel and Middlesex Poly,
will really do us much good?
Unfortunately, as a redatively
unimportant secretarial college,

which is only 200 strong, there

is not a lot we can do about
it! USK (which for those who
haven’t got the faintest idea
what | am talking about, stands
for University/Union of South

Kensington) meant that our

college was invited to other

larger colleges’ Ents functiors.

| would like to know how many

people from South Ken are

going to make their way out to
the wilds of the West of London

AS THE USK Rep. | feel duty bound to write about USK feeble
effort for FELIX . However, where to start and what to say when

| eventually manage to, is another matter!

Perhaps | could interest you in the fact that USK has virtually

ceased to exist? (Hey, but that can’t be right. It would mean that

for a Saturday night bop or

whatever, to take advantage of
the CATBUMS plan. (And |
thought it was a well known
fact that the larger an organis-

ation becomes, the more

inefficient it becomes too).
In fact, it seems that the

London Student Organisation,

to whom we owe the great

alteration, is only interested

in the politics of the matter

and then only so that when they

decide’ that there is to be

trouble, a larger area is

involved.

But | think | have said

enough (ie | have put my foot

right in it). Perhaps it is a good

job that USK is being done

away with, as my political

views were not entirely in

accordance with those required .

For example, the NUS and LSO
(not the London Symphony
Orchestra) called for Students

‘“‘to work in. the Labour

Movement Campaign’’ AGAINST
the Common Market, which |

think as Bilingual Secretary-

Birds, we should be supporting.

As to my redundancy on the

IF Exec, | think I'll just have

to quietly busy myself with

paper/T -shirt selling and hope

no one notices that | haven’t a

great deal to do...!

Parking Problem (continued from page 1)

Clearly the only true monitor

WHAT ABOUT THE CIA?

Talk with Philip A Gee, Author

of the Book

“Inside the Company, CIA Diary”snap up the places in deference

to the students whilst he was

attending to other duties. In

other words he was prepared to

fill the spare places with

known students rather than run
the risk of outsiders grabbing

them.

Countering that argument,

Jacqui Gerrard, the IC Union

Hon. Secretary felt that for the
warden to use his descretion in

certain cases is fine, provided

with which to guage this

situation is the number of
complaints from parking-permit

holders who are unable to park.

It these are no complaints, then

things are fine; if not, then

something has to be done abait
it.

Any students finding them-

selves in the position where

they hold an official parking

permit and yet are unable to

Today at 18:30 Hours

Lecture Theatre C, Mech. Eng.

(Room 542°

Latin American Society I.C.

IC BANGLADESH SOCIETY

presents

SATYAJIT RAY'S

‘*Pather Panchali’’

(with English Subtitles)

and

''Children of Fire!’

(documentary)

on Friday 23rd May, 7.00pm

AT: GREAT HALL.

IC UNION

_ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

May 22nd at lpm in the Concert Hall Agenda

includes the policy statement, Colours, Union

General Awards and Union places in Hall.

that no official parking-permit park in the area allocated
holder is prevented from parking should contact’ the Hon. ae

and this is what has indeed Secretary (Int. 3915/2232) POLICY STATEMENT: Copies of the amendment sheet to the Marc
happened recently. immediate ly. Policy Statement are now available from the ICU Office.
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