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Nottingham Landlords React

NOTTINGHAM STUDENTS are holding a local demo next’
Wednesday following the announcement by Nottingham Landlords
Association that its members will take no more student tenants.

RCSU
Candidates

TH E NAMES of the candid-
ates for posts in RCSU were
released soon after the nomin-
ation papers were taken down
last Monday.

The candidates are:- For
PRESIDENT: S.Brightman
(Physics 2); R. Kill (Chemi-
stry P.G.) For VICE PRESI-
DENT: B.Causeg (Chemi-
stry 3); J White (Physics 1).
For Honorary Secretary: (D.
. Ansell (Maths 3); N.Roe
(Maths 1); A.Sudworth (Phy-
sics 1); T, Tutu (Life Scienc-
es 1). For Hon.. Jun. Treasur-
er: B.Rawnsley (Physics 1);
C.Morrel (Chemistry 1). For
Academic Affairs Officer: J.
Holding (Physics 2)

The hustings meeting for
this election will be on Thur-
sday, 25th February at 1.00
pm, Physicslecture theatre 2.

A fortnight ago a group of
Jlandlords claiming to represent
fifty to sixty others, controlling
in- all several thousand flats,
approached the Directorof Trent
Polytechnic saying that they
““cannot afford to take on
students’’, because students
are more likely to apply to the
Fair Rent Office for registation
of a fair rent. Five hundred
student places handled by the
Poly’s accommodation office
could now be in jeopardy. The
move not only affects Trent
Poly but also Nottingham Univ-
ersity and Notts. College of
Education .

A meeting at the Poly on
Tuesday 11th February, which
was attended by 400 students
rejected the landlords’ state-
ment and arbitration, which
was suggested by the Poly
Authorities. In addition to the
local demo next Wednesday, the
Unions are advising students
of their legal rights against
eviction etc. The possibility
of a picket is also under dis-
cussion. In addition to this,
the legality of the landlords’
actionwill also beé investigated.

GUILDS DO IT AGAIN!

HAVING EXECUTED one of the most daring mascotry
raids in recent years, the City and Guilds Union have now
come into the possession of ‘Phineas’, a 6 foot painted
plaster statue of a Scotsman, who is the mascot of lJniver-

sity College London.

The mascot was in a swit-
chboard room undemeath the
Collegiate Theatre, Gordon
St. It was lying in a pit, 3’6"
deep, covered with boards and
chained with a heavy duty
electrical cable.

The raid took place at 10
pm last Tuesday night when a
transit van and four cars arri-
ved at the theatre, An advan-
ce group °‘A’, consisting of
five people, armed with bolt
cutters and electrical gear cut
the main gate open and reach-
ed the switchboard room via a
basement tunnel. Whilst this
was going on, an opera was
being performed on the very
Stage that the mascot was
under.

The group cut the mascot’s
chains and raised it vertically
in the pit, They then called
up group ‘B’ by radio - tele-

phone. Group ‘B’ (thirteeen
people) reached the location
at about10.20 pm. At this
point the opera finished - to
the mascoteers surprise.
Undeterred by the thought
of the crowds of people pour-
ing out of the theatre posing
the threa! that they be spotted
when they tried to leave,
group ‘B’raised ‘Phineas’ out
of the pit and took it back
down the tunnel (which was
only three inches wider than
the mascot itself). They emer-
ged from the basement, ming-
led with the crowds coming
from the opera, loaded the
mascot into the transit van
and left, Meanwhile, group ‘A’
replaced the boards over the
pit and left by the same route.
Clearly, this was a superb
effort by Guilds to mark Pre-
sident Jenny Jones’ birthday.

Baby Demo !

NEXT WEDNESDAY, Feb-
ruary 26th, has been design-
ated by NUS as the day for a
‘‘National Baby Demo’’ Stud-
ents thoughout the country will
be bringing young children into
lectures.

NUS Vice President, Sue
Slipman, in a letter to all NUS
areas says ‘‘We are taking up,
as central to womens’ demands,
the question of nursery facilit-
ies in light of education cut-
backs .’ The purpose of the
demo. is to highlight the need
for nursery facilities for stud-
ents. It was launched at NUS’s
Teacher Education Conference
last year, when Ms Slipman.
called for professors to be con-
fronted with ‘‘a row of crappy

nappies.”” NUS believes that
proper creche facilities are
essential if women are to have
equality of educational opport-
unity. :

Phillips
for ULU

TREVOR PHILLIPS, the’
President of ICU has been
nominated as the candidate
for the Broad Left, the umbre-
1la organisation which embr-
aces communist and Labour
party factions,
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EDITORIA

FREEDOM OF SPEECH is an ideal
concept which, historically, has already
been impaired : censorship, the law of
libel and D -notices on the press are all
mechanisms designed to give protection
to society, the individual and the gover-
nment respectively. Protection against
what? Against obcenities & crudities,
defamatory untruths and information that
might breach national security .

It has been suggested that one’s
freedom of speech should be impaired
further in order to protect a small min -
ority, the overseas students within IC
{ot. extending it to a national level, the
Ul%’s immigrant population) from repres -
sion and intimidation by yet another
small minority. But before endorsing or
rejecting such a suggestion out of hand,
three criteria can be considered.

Michael Williams

If the racist elements grow stronger,
will violence become inherent in their
policies ? One side will say no, never.
The other will argue historically, this
is bound to happen. No conclusions
can be drawn . Should people be allowed
to make up their won minds? One side
will say yes, let’s have free debate.
Don’t make up people’s minds for them.
The other side will say the racists are
giving people the ‘‘soft sell’’; wait for
too long and the situation will become
explosive. Again, two points of view.
How can the vast majority of students
here make up their mind?

The third and final question is this:
Do the overseas students in this coll-
ege feel oppressed, intimidated, belittl-
ed or demoralised by the racist propa-
ganda? There can be only one answer to

this. It is the answer which hammers the
scales of the ultimately decisive criter-
ion: If a minority of students in this
college is being made to feel that they
are unwelcome, then something must be
done about it. At the beginning of the
session,overseas students are given a
generous welcome by the college. Is the
situation every going to arise where this
could be construed as hypocrisy?

May hell take the day when overseas
students feel that they would be unwel-
come at IC.

At the moment it is not the Left nor
the Right but the overseas students who
are the losers, If the College does not
take an attitude on racism quickly, it
too could find itself among the losers
when its international ties begin to de-
cay.

City and Guilds Union
14th February 1975

Dear Sir,

It was with great disgust
that I read your editorial in the
last edition of FELIX (no.378).
I refer, of course, to your rum-
ourmongering section concemn-
ing the forthcoming elections.

This I consider to be in ex-
tremely bad taste and the cause
of great embarrassment to the
people mentjoned in your artic-
le. The art of reporting is to
use certified fact and not in-
dulge in the sort of drunken
speculation more appropriate to
the environs of the Union bar. I
trust an apology will be forth-
coming and FELIX will prevent
““that dastardly cur, Rumour’’
from soiling his pages again .

I also take great exception
to you refering to Guilds as
‘‘sparse’’, just because Guilds-
men do not engage themselves
in as much useless, idle goss-
ip as yourself,

I anxiously await your re-
ply which will no doubt be of
the bitchy nature we have come
to expect from the Editor of
FELIX for anyone who has the
audacity to criticise the con-
tent of his publication.

Yours faithfully

D.L.Barnes
ViP. C.&G.Uis
pp. C.&G.U.

Imperial College Union
14th February, 1975

Dear Sir,

1 should like to express
my disgust on behalf of the
overseas student, at the fact
that the FELIX letters column
is being used to spread NF
propaganda. FELIX is partly
subsidized from Union funds
and is responsible through its
Editor to the student body.

a‘

Until now both British and over
-seas PG’s have been working
and living together in an atmos-
phere of reasonable friendship.
The National Front, by being
allowed to propagate their

vile racist and fascist ideology
would poison this atmoshere.

While defending editorial
freedom, 1 would like to add
that this defence cannot be at
the expense of editorial
responsibility. Your less than
total condemnation of the
National Front, coupled with
your derogatory remarks about
certain sections of the left
(is the reason possibly a
paranoid hatred of the Left?)
give substance to the feeling
that you have
that you seem to have aband-
oned your editorial responsib-
ility o :

The only wish of most
overseas students is to get on
with their work. In persuing
this aim, they tend to shy away
from any active involvement in
domestic politics. Thus attem
attempts to harass a peaceful
minority are to be condemned.
The harassment at the moment
is in the form of a subtle
psychological pressure being
brought to bear on them.
Unfortunately, FELIX seems to
be acting as a vehicle for this.

Yours sincerely,
Tom Abraham
Chairman, IC PG Group

Imperial College
15th February 1975

Dear Sir,

Prof. Bremsstrahlung is
most annoyed that you have
spelt his name wrongly for the
second time this term, He asks
me to point out that “*Bremsste
rahlung’’ is spelt with a double

Michael J. L. Williams
Editor
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‘“s’’ and not as was printed in
FELIX last week. He sees this
as a slur on the good name of
the family, and in particular on
grandpa Bremsstrahlung who,
as scientific adviser to the
Kaiser, gained fame by fitting
the entire German Army with
lightning conductors on their
helmets .

Yours Faithfully

Quark
(Chief Assistant to
Prof. Bremsstrahlung)

Dear Sir,

1 have been interested to
observe the present verbal
battle between the Communist
and National Front elements at
IC. I went to the ‘Anti -
Fascist’ Meeting and on reading
the refectory bumph about it
afterwards from both parties,
have found that a reasonably
balanced view can be obtained
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if both are taken with a large
pinch of salt.

It seems that the NF and
Communist parties do not
represent people in general,
but only particularly anarchist
groups of society. Both
organisations have a pretty
dubious past — the Communist
party proposes to achieve its
aims by revolution (though it
has been said that such might
not be necessary in Britain of
America) and the so-called
“Crisis of Capitalism’’ seems
more like in this country a
“Crisis of Socialism’’ because
surely we are at least half - way
towards a Socialist - style
economy . The means of com-
munism (eg the bloody Russian
revolution, or the Stalinist
purges of 1936 - 38 when 82
million ‘Trotskyites’ were put
to death) do not seem to justify
the ends which, when we con -
sider the freedom of the

Continued on page 9






