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A POLITICAL ICWA ?
Rent Strikes

TWENTY FOUR Higher Ed-

ucation Institutions all over

the country are now on rent

strike over Hall of Residence

fees in their colleges. The
NUS is backing rent strikes

in halls of residence as a re-

sult of the Government’s re-

RAG

Candidates
THE RADIAL ACTION

GROUP has put forward its can-

didates for the NUS elections,

which will be held at the Nat-

ional Conference in Llandudno
in April.

The candidates are Andy
Vallame-Owen (President,
Birmingham University Guild of

Students) who will stand for
PRESIDENT of NUS and Ray-

fusal to include students in

self catering college-owned

accomodation in the rent

freeze,

At two London Polytech-

nics the rent strike is already

over. At Central London Poly.
the administration have frozen

catering prices and accomoda-

tion fees at levels acceptable

to students. Similarly at South

Bank Poly. the authorities

have agreed not to implement

an increase of fees from £111

to £138 a term.

Students at five other Uni-

versities and Polytechnics

may also begin rent strikes

before the summer.

Is ICWA to become a political organisation? This question is
being asked in earnest following Wednesday’s General Meeting

at which including an action group in the constitution was prop-
osed.

A number of Icwarians

have formed a group called

‘Women in Science’ which
claims that as it stands
ICWA does not cater enough

there are doubts about what

this would mean with regard

to the future nature of ICWA.

for the needs of women in
college, or at all fro some,
They suggest much more
should be done to eleviate the

problems, both social and ac-
ademic facing women in col-
lege.

This idea has caused some
dissent within the ranks of
ICWA. Although most agree
that there is room for an exe
tension of ICWA’s activities

Could ICWA become a totally

political organisation? Ale

though this seems unlikely a

lenghty discussion is now in
Progress as certain members

feel ICWA is, and should re-
main, a mainly social body.

Whatever the outcome it
will greatly be influencedby
the results of the elections
for next years ICWA executive
which will shortly take place,

mond Gann (Senior Vice-Presi-.

of Aberdeen Universitydent

Student Representative Coun-

cil) whowill stand for DEPUTY
PRESIDENT of NUS.
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ELECTION FEVER
SEE EDITORIAL, PAGE 2

Pancake Race!
THIS TUESDAY saw the annual ritual of the Pancake Race

around Beit quadrangle. The actual race seemed, for the majority
of the spectators, to be immaterial as they checked out unsus-
pecting passers-by to drench with dustbinfuls of cold water.

However, their fate was nothing to compare with that of the
unfortunate Executive and
ICWA team members, and in
this year’s race, particularly
the ICWA team. The hose
pipes were out in full force as
the President of ICWA and
later the President of ICU
soon found out.

The race was ably umpired
by Mike Williams, the Editor
of Bree whose unfortunate
task it was to show the two .
teams the circuit they each though badly bruised.had to run by running them This appeared to be the only
himself. He too got rather marring incidentof the Tace, and

wet arather jubulent Trevor Phillips

led _AlthGueh: ie 1CWAAeam, ed the two teams and spect
ee 

ators into a ‘‘Hey Vivo!’’initiators of the Pancake Race And so ended tie wear. Pan Pe
Challenge and last year’sI 3 cake Race with a well earned
winners, battled valiantly on- _ victory for the Executive.

wards, the Executive streaked

home to victory with only one
unfortunate mishap - that of
an ill-timed, mindless rugby
tackle on the President of C
and G Union, Jenny Jones.

Although taken to hospital
after this, we are now assured
that Jerry is in fact recovering
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EMITORAA
POLARISATION is, for a college

the size of Imperial, a nasty syndrome.
The discord created by the abrasive
juxtapoSition of the N.F. v. the Left
can do the Union no good, can it?

Two bumph sheets have appeared
this week: One from the N F., one from
the LC. Communist Party. Neither are
conclusive; both contam savage de-
ceptions. It typically characterises the
spectacular political chasm that exists
between the two ideologies,

We can dispense with the Comm-
unisSt rot concerning last week’s anti-

N.F.. meeting being ‘‘...the most suc-

cessful mass action by 1.C.. students

ery... That is a serious overstate-
ment.

But the main pointis this: the more
polarised people become on this issue,
the greater will come the potential dan-
ger of the release of the inherent ten-
sion associated with the situation.
Heaven help us when all Hell is let
logse .

%

Election fever is with us once again
and, that dastardly. cur, Rumour, is do-
ing his rounds not only in ICU but in the
CCU’s also.

Michael Williams

either be MS, P.B., MK. or J.D.
There are now three probables for
FELIX Editor: P.E., C.D. and H.S.

In Mines, for President the solo run-
ner is B.B. V.P. looks like a battle
between G.B. and RA.; Hon. Sec. -
could be one of F.C., P.B. or C.W.

Guilds looks a bit sparse at the
moment with only K.A., T.F. and F.S.

making a move, whilst RCSU is cautiou-
Sly suggesting S.B. or AJ. for Presid-
ent; J.W.or C.M. for V.P.; and AS.,

N.R. or T.T. for Hon. Sec.

*

Imperial College,

3rd February 1975.

Dear Sir,

I should like to raise some

points in reply to the recent

letter from Mr J.J. Albrecht.

He claims that ‘as a foreign-

er he is probably less prejud-

iced’. What special qualifica-

tions does being a foreigner

confer upon a person to make

him, ‘less prejudiced’? - or is

Mr. Albrecht merely showing

his prejudice?

The vast majority of people

in this country have never

exploited anyone - the people

making, the profits from the

Empire not being the British

Workers. Why, therefore, do

they have to be ‘responsible’

for the millions of aliens allow-

ed British Nationality under the

1948 act? If these people have

their own independent homeland
then they are presumably cap-

able of taking care of themsel-

ves - but then I suppose that Mr.

Albrecht is so prejudiced as to

believe that they should not be

granted the right to self-deter-

mination.

Mr. Albrecht seems to desire

the enforced integration of

peoples of totally different

cultures. This seems to be a

particularly racialist and fas-

cist attitude. Why cannot people

be allowed to live in their own

way, in their own land, without
being forced to adopt customs

that are essentially alien to

them? As to the difficulties of

life in a multi-racial society we

need only glance briefly around

the world to see the misery and

strife arising from such societ-

ies. For example, up to 2,000

people were killed in race riots

in Malaysia during 1969 ;

10,000,000 Ibos were slaught-

ered by the Nigerians in 1966;

500,000 have been killed and
115,000 made homeless in the

struggle for self-determination

of the Negroes of Southern Sud-

an in their attempt to form a

for years’’ .The vast majority of those

representing the Left were not from .

I.C.. We can also flush away the N.F.

garbage which accuses the ICU Presi-
dent of showing ‘‘-—his willingness to
engage in despicable fascist thugg-

ERO
separate “Republic of Azania’,

etc.. Presumably these are

only ‘minor’ difficulties to the

racialist Mr Albrecht.

Finally, Mr Albrecht wond-

ers where the NF stands over

the question of Europeans; the

policy is quite simple, they

will not be repatriated (but

those who wish to leave Britain

may, of course, do so quite

freely ), but we would allow no

more European immigration

(except in certain special cas-

es, &.g., refugees from the

Communist States .).

Yours Faithfully,

A.J. Baczkowski

N.F.S.A. at 1.C.

79 Stansfield Rd.
Benflect,
Essex.

Dear Sir,

I am very grateful to you

for sending me FELIX every

week -I find it very interest-

ing reading. I was particularly

interested in the articles on

student grants, and the agita-

tion for an increase. I wonder

what present day students

spend their money on, and

what they consider to be the

real essentials of life- after

all, a grant is meant to be for

essentials, not luxeries .Also
I think it should be borne in
mind that many parents pay a
proportion of their offsprings’

grants, and any increase will

come still harder on them,
both as parents and as tax-
payers.

When I was at I.C. (about
the time FELIX was bom!) I

had to cut down on food, make

my own clothes, and do with-
out anything that wasn’t ab-
solutely basic to existence.
Nevertheless, I had a very

good time.
So, what do today’s stud-

ents exprect? Would any of

them like to publish, in
FELIX, a detailed budget

Rumour is most rife in ICU. For the
post of President, P.T., P.W., D.S. and

N.F.. look likely contenders. The post

of Deputy President looks a bit dodgy,

but D.S. appears to be in with a

chance. The Hon. Sec. next year could

Michael J. L. Williams

Editor

FELIX ©»:

Did you spot the Union Refectory
doing a Super cleanup in anticipation
of the visit of the Chaiman of the
Governing Body? It did not make much
difference to the food though!
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(bearing in mind that the grant

is only intended to cover the

thirty-odd weeks spent act-
ually in College)?

I do rather get the impres-

Sion that students nowadays

feel that the world owes them

a living .This is not so;

they have yet to prove that

they have any worthwhile

contribution to make.

Yours faithfully,

Joan M .Wells

(nee Slow)

B.Sc. A.R.C.S. (1949)

Imperial College

3rd February 1975

Sir,
I was sickened to see the

letter in ‘‘SFELIX’’ from a

National Front member. N.U.S.
policy rightly calls for no plat-

form for racists and fascists -

by flouting this you are helping

them in their efforts to gain

credibility.

01~—589 5111 Ext. 2166 Int. 2881

The recent propaganda

campaign by the N.F. at I.C. is
an insult to the thousands of

foreign students and workers in

the College. If the N.F. had
their way, these peopk would
be humiliated and driven from

the country. The prospect of an
N.F. government however is re-
mote. Their real and immed-
iate threat lies in their thugg-
ery against black people and

trade unionists of any skin col-

our. Black shop stewards in

Manchester have recently been
Slashed and beaten up by thugs

believed to be members of the

N.F., and the Front has been

active in breaking their strike.

Fascism appeals to the

frightened little man; if offers

the chance to feel power as

part of a para-military organis-

ation.Hence the emphasis on

marches with drums and Union
Jack spears. Hence the plans

of the N F. are to set up a Lon-

don headquarters with dormitory

Continued on page 9
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CORNER

Tom Abraham

THE POSSIBILITY of a research charter for postgraduate
students, has been discussed by the PG group committee. The
general feeling was that while it was a good idea, the implica-
tions of such a proposal would have to be examined in detail.

At present there is a C.V.C.P. study group looking into all as-

pécts of postgraduate educa-

tion. So far they have not both-

ered to ask for submission from

any postgraduate groups. How-

ever, it is hoped that they will

eventually show some interest

in our views on the various

issues. The L.S.O. - ULU post-
graduate sector is holding a

meeting to draw up a London

postgraduate submission to this

Study Group. This could provide

the forum for discussion on the

research charter. Any proposals

that might come up will be pre-

sented at the next meeting of
the IC and GG.

The Civil Engineering post-

grads heid a meeting to forma

postgrad group last Tuesday .
About forty students turned:up

and the response when it came

to forming a committee con-

THIS NUBILE young lov-

ely is Henrietta, a real stun-

ner from Manchester, who is

studying as a third - year
Metallurgist. She says she

finds her equipment “‘a little

embarassing.'’ Her hobbies

include playing with pistols

and looking for a good under-
arm razor.

What does she think of

FELIX printing pictures of

girls on page three? ‘‘I agree
wiv Twev Phillips that page

fwee is sexist claptwap’’.

Ooooh!

PS. Thanks to Angela for the

nightie.
P.P.S. Howard has promised

never to do this again.

CITY and GUILDS:

REY UE
THURS. 20 TH

S Pivi
CONCERT HALL

BLUE MOVIE

STRIPPER
30p

DRAG ARTISTE

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Editor of FELIX would like to apologise to Gill
McConway, Anne Nolan and Robin for the inconvenience
and the hassles that arose during the production of this
edition of FELIX. ‘‘l am entirely responsible for what
happened’”’ — Mike Williams .

sisting of representatives

from each section, was very

encouraging. At this meeting

it was noted that postgraduate

representation on staff student

committees was totally inade-

quate. In fact while departments
are eager to listen to undergrad-

uate opinion, they seem to ig-

nore postgraduate opinion. With

so many departmental PG groups
in existence, now is the time to

press for more effective repre-

sentation.

On the subject of the post-

graduate group, we at Imperial

have one of the most active

groups in the country. Compared
to the other London colleges,

we are in a class of our own.

The structure of the post-

graduate group is such that we
have very effective contact with

grassroots opinion. This isa

major achievement considering

that postgraduates are among

the most difficult of groups to

organise. The people who de-

serve the credit for this, are the

various departmental represent-

atives. :

As mandated by the |.C.

postgraduate group, | have been

looking into ways and means of

obtaining special ‘thesis grants’

(to cover the full costs of writ-

ing up). A letter requesting

such a grant was sent to the

chairmen of the SRC, NERC,

ARC and SSRC. So far | have

had one reply - from the SRC

chairman. The gist of the letter

was that the SRC was basically

sympathetic to our case, and

will convey our views to the

government grant review panel

when it next meets, sometime

latter this year. In my letter |

had mentioned a figure of £100
as being the average cost. Some

doubt was expressed about this

figure and | was told that it

would be helpful if some authe-

nticated average bills could be

provided. | would therefore be

grateful if anybody who has

some bills could send them to

me C/o Union office). My per-

sonal feeling is that we have a

fairly strong case, and in spite
of the adverse economic clim-
ate, may get some cost of ‘thes-

is grant’.

Finally, | talked about the

‘loving capacity of postgrad-

uates in my last PiG Affairs

Corner. There seems to be
enormous interest among the
1.C. girls, who seemed on the
whole to agree with my views.
However, their main complaint
was that they rarely ever see

any real specimens of ‘‘homo
Sapiens sapiens’’ ie Postgrad-
uates. So all you PG’s, now is
your chance! Get out there and
Start loving!!


