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FELICIDE AVERTED !

RADICAL
ACTION NOW!

; THE RADICAL ACTION group is, according to its own words,

a student organisation set up in response to trends within the
National Union of Students’. One of its major aims is to dem-
ocratise NUS and make it more representative of the grass-root

student.

RAG does not propose
disaffiliation from NUS but
constructive criticism. RAG
wishes to prevent further

alienation of the already dis-
illusioned NUS membership.
In his speech to students at

Keel University last Thursday

More On
Weeks

There is still no develop-
ments concerning when or if
students will be allowed back
into Weeks Hall. The con-
sultants’ report does not
appear to have arrived at
College as yet.

The President has addressed

three questions to the authorities:

1. If Weeks is dangerous why is
the Warden still there? If he
has a moral right to stay
there why haven’t the
students who should be
there?

2. Who are the two students
living there? If the floor they
occupy is safe, why is the
entire floor not occupied?

3. What is Weeks’ entertain-
ments allowance for the
Autumn term being used for;
since there are no students
in Weeks?

When questioned

Trevor Phillips said:
‘There is no question of an

attack on the Warden but the fact

further

Andy Vallance-Owen, National
Co-Ordinator of RAG and
President of Bimingham Uni-
versity Guild of Students put
forward several of RAG’s aims
and policies. These include:

The NUS executive should

by elected by a national secret "

ballot.

Delegates to NUS confer-
ences should be -elected by
campus wide secret ballot, and
instances where delegates voted
against their mandate be
prevented (in the one case
where this happened the
delegates were applauded!).

The restrictions imposed by
NUS on speakers should be
eased. (The RAG is concemed
with the erosion of civil liberties
in all fields). ;

The simplistic foreign policy
of the NUS should be reapp-
raised. (e.g. Note is taken of the
problems of dissidents in the
Soviet Union — something at
present disregarded by NUS).

While RAG is an umbrella
organisation containing students
from a wide political spectrum,
it is not an ‘unholy alliance’
but a new group providing the
basis for open debate on various
issues. .

Set up a local Radical
Action Group now!

THE BID to remove the third sabbatical from the

Editorship of FELIX
meeting failed after
found the common

at last Monday’s IC Union Council
a ‘delete all and insert’ amendment
line which crystallised most Council

members’ feelings on the matter.

The motion to re-allocate
the sabbatical was proposed by
Jacqui  Gerrard, the Hon.
Secretary of the Union, in a
paper entitled ‘4 Need for
Change’. Several points were
made which outlined the need
for another sabbatical in the
Union’s central administration
to explore the realm of finance
with a view to being far better
prepared for discussions with
College in that area. The paper

also remarked on certain
aspects of FELIX.
Mike Williams, the Editor

of FELIX, answered most of
the points raised conceming
the newspaper and then went on
to present his own paper which
argued that without a sabbatical
a fortnightly FELIX would

degenerate into a poor com-
munications service with lousy
presentation and low readership.

After the two speakers had
answered a few minor points of

clarification, Ron Kill, the
Deputy President rose to present
his amendment (See ouncil
Highlights, page 5) which

presented the case that Council
shouwld not rush into making any
sort of far-reaching decision
without a full investigation
into the workings and the needs
of FELIX and the Union central
administration.

Mrs. Gerrard and Mr. Porter
spoke against the amendment
and Messrs. Parker and Mortimer
spoke for it. ‘On the vote, the
motion was carried over-
whelmingly.

that- Weeks remains vacant is
depriving a large number of
students of accommodation
which is their right. Whatever
the reason for leaving the hall
vacant, whqt I am questioning is
the justification for allowing a
few people into the hall whilst
denying space to 60 odd
students’.

HEALTH

CENTRE

INCIDENT

A REPORT is being prepared for the College Secretary following

an incident in which there was difficulty in contacting the

Centre at night.

Just after 2a.m. on Monday
morning a girl in Beit com-
plained of abdominal pains. Two
male students attempted to
phone the Health Centre (using
the number stated in the college
directory: ext. 1038). However,
the call was answered by a
security guard who said he
could not put them through as
he was not on the college
exchange and could not help
them.  He suggested Beit
security who were however
also unable to help.

The President had arrived on
the scene by this time and
walked to the Health Centre
with one of the students. They
eventually got into the Health
Centre with the help of Weeks

Health

security. No-one was there but
on lifting the phone (ext. 1038)
to dial for an ambulance, the
President cut in on a con-
versation between the original
security guard and the night
sister. The guard appeared to
have discovered he did have
the night number. The night
sister was told the situation
and at once got dressed. On
reaching Beit it was found the
girl had recovered.

However, such a course of
events could have had grave
consequences and so the
President has suggested that all
security staff should be sent a
memorandum coscerning night
calls to the Health Centre.



FELIX

THE COMMON line was found. The
third sabbatical will remain with the
Editorship of FELIX for the next year.
FELIX is safe for the time being.
Last Monday’s council decision can
only be described as a victory for
commonsense inasmuch that any major
decision regarding the third sabbatical
has been deferred until a working party
has thoroughly investigated the workings
of the FELIX Office and the Union
Central Administration. Any such en-
quiry, 1 shall personally welcome for
only after prolonged discussion and
dialogue in a working party atmosphere
can one begin to exterminate the naive
technical misconceptions that swirl
around FELIX’s new situation like a
diseased mist.

One of the approaches open to the
enquiry would be to see which concem
(i.e. either FELIX or the soon-to-be-
created job of Junior Treasurer) has

EDITORIAL

Michael Williams

priority in terms of importance and so
warranted a full sabbatical; that would
simply and inevitably lead to a di-
vergence of opinion. However,. if the
approach were to be the determination of
which area could least afford to do
without a sabbatical, then the resolution
of the matter would be more clear cut.

Be that as it may, one further aspect
of the whole affair must not go un-
broached: as in the case of the FELIX
Editor/Publicity Officer anomaly, it was
the initiative shown by the Deputy
President which proved to be the im-
portant stepping-stone towards ultimately
resolving the matter. Ron Kill has once
again provided the means by which the
majority has expressed its feelings

overwhelmingly.
John Randall’s letter leaves me
unmoved. The paradox so grubbily

exploited by the Daily Express remains

intact: ;

(i) The NUS does not support violence;
(ii) The NUS does not support the IRA;
(iii)Some of the NUS policy on Northemn

Ireland coincides with the aims of

the IRA; but does the NUS totally
condemn the very concept of the IRA
and its aims? By premise (iii), it would
appear not, but the spirit of such a
conclusion appears to conflict with
premise (ii). I feel sure at some time or
other, someone must have said
‘Paradoxes can be construed’.

*

Can it be the wind of change that is
rustling through the portals of ICWA?
I understand that constitutional moves
are afoot to incorporate a political
aspect into the Association. We await
further developments.

E3

Incidentally, Dave Lea’s ‘vicious
band of rustlers’ (Council Highlights,

page 5) were those who kept on rustling
their papers.

A LETTER FROM
JOHN RANDALL

The President’s Office,

The National Union of Students,
3 Endsleigh Street,

London, WCIH ODU

10th January, [975.

Dear Sir,

I must take exception to the
statement published in the last
edition of your paper that I
took no initiative to condemn
the bombings recently per-
petrated in Birmingham.

May I draw your attention to
the following remarks that I
made in opening the National
Conference of the Union on
November 29. On that occasion
I said:

‘There have been for some
time those who have sought to
discredit this Union by a
deliberate misrepreseniation of
our policy on lIreland. In the
wake of the tragic events in
Birmingham may I make it clear
that at no time has the NUS
condoned acts of indiscriminate
terrorism, or the murder of
innocent people, be it by the
Provisional IRA, the extreme

loyalists, the SAS, or the
army. Let me repeat what was
said on behalf of the Union
after the Birmingham bombings.
As an organisation that has
campaigned for an end to
internment and for a Bill of
Civil Rights for Northern
Ireland, we condemn unres=
ervedly the bombings. They
will “only serve to hinder
progress towards social justice
in the six counties. I must add
also the specific sympathy of
the Union to those Birmingham
students who were injured and
maimed in the explosions. But
in so doing I must state that our
views of condemnation for the
bombers and of sympathy for
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theiwr victims extend, as they
have always done, to those who
have lived through the hell of
the last five years in the six
counties. The best memorial
we can offer to those who have
died, be  they in Belfast or
Birmingham, Derry or London,
is a continuing and unrelenting
campaign for civil liberties in
Northern lreland.

At this time we must ask
whether the measures announced
by the Home Secretary will
assist in achieving a solution
to the problems of the six
counties. My view is that they
will not. The existence of the
Special Powers Act and the
Emergency Provisions Act in
Northern Ire land have not brought
an end to violence, nor a
political  solution to the
problems. | fear that the new
police powers may be used
indiscrimately against the left
in this country, and against
those groups, such as the
official Sinn Fein, who pursue
by peaceful means the leg-
itimate political objective of a
united Ireland. The tragic
lession of Northern Ireland is
that we will not establish civil
liberties by accepting their
erosion’.

I am glad to learn from yomr
editorial that you are not
condemning me for this attitude
but I am somewhat disturbed to
find that it is not a position you
feel able to support.

Yours sincerely,
John Randall,
President.

ENTS CRITICISED

Imperial College,
January, 1975.

Dear Editor,

When I came back for this my
fifth term at college, 1 was
again expectant at the bands

Michael J. L. Williams
Editor

Paul Ekpenyong,

Chris Keenan,
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who were to be on this term.
However on seeing the Ents
Sheet pushed out on the second
day 1 found for the fifth time
there was no one I particularly
wanted to see. Once again the
line up of acts seems to consist
of tired and staid rock bands
with the occasional American
Folkie (?) who seems to get
booked to appear at IC on all
his British tours. The inclusion
of Nico, 1 presume, is to app-
ease those with slightly more
avante garde tastes, which is
O.K. if you happen to like a
single lady on stage rambling
on for an hour or so accom-
panied only by harmmomium.
Certainly not everybodys cup
of tea.

However one only has to
read the music press or talk to
friends from other universities
before one realises the number
of different acts who have done
University tours over the last
few months and presumably
haven’t been approached by IC.

Int. 2881

By these 1 don’t mean the
Yes’s or Pink Floyd’s of this
world, who apart from being a
bit expensive aren’t much above
the standard of the band booked
already, but those such as
Hatfield & The North, Fairport
Convention, the Glitter Band,
10c.c.. etc,

Surely the atrocious losses
made at the Heavy Metal Kids
and Chapman-Whitney= concerts
last term have sunk in, so why
not try a bit of a change, a bit
of adventure.

Above - all, my message to
Ents Committee is, can we have
a bit of variety in the acts
booked ?

A.P.Stevenson,
Metallurgy Il

P.S. 1 would welcome any
replies to this.

Cont’d on page 9.






