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_ SENNET UNDER»
DEPOSIT RESSURE

*“SENNET IS substantially diverting advertising revenueHOW MANY students have been taken for a ‘ride’ when

from most of the London Student Newspapers by claiming the

100,000 READERSHIP

‘LUDICROUS’

renting a room or sharing in a large flat already occupied by
seemingly reasonable people?

Advertising, or the card

outside a stationers, offering a

room at a very reasonable rent,

brings many students in dire

necessity of finding accom-
modation. The request for one

month’s rent in advance and a

deposit of not less than one
month’s rent is usually required

and is accepted in view of the
room and facilities and seems
more than fair.

After a few weeks niggling
incidents occur and in many
cases major harrassment which

either drives the student out or

a direct notice to quit is issued.

Then comes the crunch, try
to get the deposit back. These

sharks know that very few
Students can take expensive
legal action and after a long
correspondence the matter is

dropped and the people letting
can Start all over again, if they

have not already done so.
Two cases are quoted below

which happened recently to me
and if it in some small measure
ensures that others will not fall

into the sharks’ trap, then some
good will come of it.

Advertised on a board near

Gloucester Road Tube station
a flat for £10,00 a week. Having
phoned I was offered the place
there and then, sharing with an

unmarried couple. A retumable

deposit of £20.00 was asked

for and paid, together with one

One month’s rent in advance.

Less than a month later I was

kept awake all night by a

drunken row going on in the

lounge (next to my room) and

although this was extremely

unpleasant I decided to overlook

it this once. However, a few

weeks later there was an

almighty violent altercation —

beating up, glasses and fumiture
being smashed; if murder had
taken place it would not have
been surprising. Next day I
moved out and resided with a

friend.

Numerous letters were sent

requesting the retum of the

£20.00 deposit, this they then
referred to as ‘key money’ and

this I am given to understand is

illegal. In any case they held
one week’s money for which I

received nothing. I asked a
‘Local Advice Centre’ to write

on my behalf and he agreed that

their action constituted harr-

assment. Not one answer to any
letter whether registered or not

and even a threat of a summons

failed to elicit a reply. Goodbye
£20.00.

In December I replied to an

advertisement in the ‘Times’

a bedsitter in SW7. Once more

it was offered on the. spot.

A £36.00 deposit and £36.00

month’s rent in advance was

requested and paid. Two days
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ludicrously high figure of 100,000 as its readership’.

That was the message that
came over loud and clear from

the third meeting of the London
Student Newspaper Executives
held at Imperial College last
Saturday. Nearly all the re-
presentatives at the meeting
told of how the vast majority of
the Sennets arriving at their
Unions are never read.

Some quoted instances where
Sennet had been asked to send
fewer copies but the request
had been ignored. The cone
sequent Suggestion was _ that
Sennet might be: trying to
preserveits circulation claim,

Replying to that particular
Ctiticism, Jeremy Clift, the
Executive Editor of , Sennet

- Stated that this was purely a
misunderstanding based on a
lack of liason. On they point of
the circulation figure, he stated.
that 40,000 copies of Sennet
were printed each week and
that it is estimated that an
average of 2.5 people read each
copy. The figure of 2.5 is used
by national newspapers to

FELIX wishes to point out that it in no way intended to
prejudice the second reading of the proposed constitutional
change that the PG Affairs Officer should be a member of
the nion Executive, We therefore wish to clarify the
following points: Firstly all constitutional changes require
to be passed by two UGMs. These two UGMs must be held
more than 28 and less than 4 college days apart. Thus for
the PGAO to join the Exec. requires the motion to be passed
at a second UGM.

Secondly, whilst the gathering at the meeting did not
constitute a quorum, the meeting was quorate until the quorum
was challenged.

The actual motion has been proposed by the PGAO himself
on a mandate from the PG group in IC.

estimate their circulation,

Further discussion on
advertising brought forth from
Sennet’s assistant advertising

manager remarks such = as

‘you're being too honest’ and

“you are approaching advertising

too fairly and squarely’. This
did not appear to go down very
well with the rest of the
meeting, several of whom fall
under a mandate from their
union and act on their union’s
behalf. ©

The meeting, which lasted
about five hours also criticised
the NUS Press Office for the
seemingly abysmal service that
it gives. Francis Beckett, the
NUS Press Officer, explained to
the meeting the difficulties and
problems associated with
running the press office. It
appears that one of the biggest
problems is the inflexibility of
the NUS administration when it
comes to sending out press
releases at short notice.
Mr. Beckett outlined some
ideas which he intends to
Propose to NUS which, in his
view, would improve the Press
Service.

The final item on the agenda
was the idea of an advertising
agency which could be run by
students on behalf of the
London student newspapers.
The idea has been through a
successful pilot scheme for
handbooks and the natural
extensionis that it could work
for newspapers. It was felt that
such an agency might prove to
be the solution to the Sennet
problem,
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EDITORIAL
Michael Williams

AT THE time of going to press, a
decision has not yet been reached by the
Executive as to which line they are
going to persue at next Monday’s Council
concerning the future of the FELIX
Sabbatical. The matter has to rest
ultimately with Council since it is
responsible for and has overall control
of the Union’s finances. The need for a
fourth sabbatical has yet to be justified
to Council. The President has outlined
the need for a fourth sabbatical to me
personally but I am unable to say that I
was overwhelmingly convinced. I am

also very grateful to the Executive for

allowing me to sit and discuss the matter
with them. But the most disturbing
aspect of. this whole affair as far as I
can see is that whilst there has been
much discussion on the possibility of a

non-sabbatical FELIX Editor, there has
been very little discussion on the
possibility of non-sabbatical Junior
Treasurer.

My own view on the subject remains

adamant: Without a sabbatical Editor,
even a fortnightly FELIX will be im-
possible and vacation issues for PG’s
will be non-starters. So as a means of
communication, FELIX will be of no use
and there are many technical points
which support this view.

Do you want a weekly FELIFX,. a
communications facility? Or do you want

a dead Cat? The choice is Council’s.

*

The reason for FELIX being only six
pages long this week is due,in part, to

the fact that Catherine, our very hard
working varitypist, was away sick on
Monday, which is the most important
varityping day. The varityper itself has
not been behaving as well as it should
this week either. The decision to make
it a six-page issue was taken on Monday
and we have stuck to it rather than take
the risk of re-designing the issue and
finding ourselves pushed for time (rather
more than usual on Thursday.

Also, due to the limited space av-
ailable, it was decided to defer John
Randall’s letter until next week. Is that
OK, Vaughn Phillips?

%

The winner of the Prize Crossword
last week is Andrew Walker of Physics 2.

N.F. Speaks

Dept. of Zoology,

19th Jan., 1975.

Dear Sir,

As a_ black
Phillips is, no doubt quite
impartial about the National
Front, but in his latest out-
burst (FELIX No. 374, ‘Preci-
Pice’) he has shown both an
apparent ignorance of the aims
and ideas of the N.F. and, also,
the basically totalitarian att-
itude of all ‘lefties’ to opinions

which they do not happen to
share.

The National Front has
always believed that British

(i.e. ‘white’) people should be

put first in what is, after all,

their own country, and that the

appointment of foreign im-
migrants, such as ‘Lord’ David

Pitt, chairman of the G.L.C.,

to positions of power over

British people is fundamentally
wrong, and, therefore, anyone

voting for the N.F. has always

been voting for a 100% British

‘establishment’, ‘so, in that
sense, the N.F. is, and always

has been, ‘100% racialist’ — but

the Africian and _ Indian
nationalist movements, which

Trev Phillips presumably
admires, take exactly the same

attitude to foreigners in their

countries: we the National

Front are simply. a_ British
nationalist movement. Despite

the opinions of our President,

there is nothing new _ or

‘presumably’ about any of this,
it is common knowledge to

anyone who has bothered to

read any N.F. bumph, = as

opposed to reading what people
say about the N.F.

Mr. Phillips’ comments about
the ‘Hitler was right’ brigade

‘lefty’, Trev

LETTER
=j

being in the ascendancy in the
N.F. are utter rubbish, and
show, once again, how little he
knows about our party. Hitler
was, in the opinion of most, if
not all, N.F. members, a
thoroughly evil man, as was
Stalin, the only difference
between them being that Nazi
tyranny died in 1945, whereas

Communist tyranny is still very
much around. Far from the N.F.

being Nazi, the wife of our
chairman, Mr.John Kingsley
Read, lived in Nazi-occupied
Europe and suffered con-
siderably at the hands of the
Gemans; Mr.Read himself was
awarded a medal for services
rendered to the Polish people
during the last war, and the
N.F.. today has. many. Jewish
members (just as we have many

Methodists, C of E, Roman
Catholics andagnosticmembers).
We do not admit black people to
our Party because we believe

that, if a black person really

believed in our policies, he or
she would see that the best
thing they could do to help

Britan is to go back where
they came from rather than

hanging around depriving

British people of jobs, houses,
ete;

Finally, Mr. Phillips lets
his real opinion of British

democracy show by demanding

that the N.F. be prosecuted as

their policies and activities are

‘unlawful’ — presumably under
the anti-democratic Race
Relations ‘Act’. The National

Front is a party of democracy,

and under an N.F. government

anyone will be perfectly free to

put forward his point of view

without let or _ hindrance,

provided only he does not use

violence (or advocate the use

of violence — IS, IMG, CPE

(ML) etc. beware!) to gain his
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ends — we will not prosecute
people who disagree with us,
nor, unlike the Left, will we
try to prevent our political

opponents putting out bumph
in IC refectories.

We in the NF are prepared to

argue and defend our ideas in

open and reasoned debate, for

in this way, and in this way

alone, we believe, does one

defeat (or become converted to)

ideas one does not agree with—
not by locking up (or beating up)

the people who hold those

ideas. In conclusion, therefore,

I too am ‘only slightly dis-

appointed’ that Trev Phillips

cannot join the National Front,

for even if he were white we

would not want a fascist like

him in our party.

Yours faithfully,

Steve Brady, N.F.S.A. at IC

Int. 2881

Pro Rag Mags

R.C.S.U.

20th January, 1975.

Dear Sir,

At the last meeting of the
Imperial College Carnival
Committee a decision was taken
not to have a Rag Mag next year.
The main argumentsput forward
against a Rag Mag were:

(i) that Rag is purely for

raising money and as_ the

Rag Mag usually only just

covers its costs, it is not

worth having, and

(ii) there are always’ several
thousand left.

' feel that we ought to have a

Rag Mag since it provides

Letters cont’d on page §
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CROSSWORD

No.9 Xam

Across . 3 tl .. b 7

4. Performed twitch after a 8
hundred intended to teach (8)

8. Fool beast sounding for a
drink (6) q

9. Replied, ‘We’re Dan’s!’—

odd! (8)

10. Accursed man half dictates.. [jo

(8)
11. ....€ natice, to judge old

award (6)

12. Do turn in enemy number— i
it happened, of old (8) -

13. Was calling, ‘Thrilling!’ (8)

16. Old instrument is rarely a 12

hymn-book (8)

19. Endangers beards without
aa. (8) 13

21. ....possible Shakesperian : 14
warrant after six (6)

23. Greets half-odd shine with

‘colour (8) 1S

24. Having eye disease, Gaul
changes his state of’

consciousness (8) 1b iz

25. Spiders work to attempt going |
round drink (backwards) (6)

26. Dire tang changes slope (8) 
.

kK 21 2

Down ,

ay :

1. It’s the same without a drink

together (7) 24
2. Of forefathers, cian stare

strangely (9)

3. Bad cat on particle indeed! (6)
4. End of French aerobatics

without learner — it cheats

the gods! (5-7,3)

5. See Diana’s colour before ab.
church — leave her behind (8)

6. A hundred backward animals I i |

hold this belief (5)

7. Excited, frenetic, losing a : Wi ill b
stare sacenssve* — | Winner will be drawn from the
window (3-

14. ve ed esape le beh Terry is 8 5 :

about east, a Len around (9) Ed t | t t N t W d d
15. Author run off with . OF ~) a : a oon Nex © nes ay.

animated Lady? (8) eee. ge 2 zs

(7) ;
18. Winding up treatment around ates ae a ith

sun-u 7 4 ao um. 1. Castle. 2. Urn. 3. Inert =

bo. Lie In river aonee-(c) iCsidmEP theme Laem 8 a Leeeeesgecmetanudee. 7. Ninge, : “—
22. Odd double: no, love, it’s 17. Nudist.19. Cracks. 21,Sister. 16. Incidents. Line tht =e a

wasted (5) 28. Avernus. 20 Invader. 31. Resist 29: eters: 35: awe oe eine oe
31. Resist. 32. Peerless. 30. Dye.

PROF BREMSSTRAHLUNG
Dammit man! Don't you

see? I've been bugged!

SE

Good God Quark!

What's this thing

my telephone ?

icking out af

It's been there as long as
! can remember Prof!

“GY

TJs Somebody's
after my

brain!

Perhaps the CiA really have

found out about the Slinky Drive pe

i No Quark... | fear itis
more insidious

SUiILL »..

: They must have

discovered that ! am the

Mastermind

behind the

Northern Line!

on


