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A STAGGERING
1% TURN-OUT
AT GRANTS DEMO

A SHAMEFUL number of about forty five students gathered
near the Union Arch to proceed to the march and rally which was
the climax of the Week of Action for better grants.

This meager total re-
presented less than 1% of
colle raises the

e, a !
inevl?ab|e questions as to the
reason for such a poor turnout.
One main cause no doubt was
the poor publicity within IC;
no posters appeared on the
notice boards; many students
did not know about the march
till Friday while some freshers
enquired if ‘we were going on
strike’.  Ultimately respon-
sibility must lie with the
Unlon Executive which as a
body should have realised that
a lot of publicity was needed to
arouse interest in the ‘trad-
itionally apatheticIC students’.

An army of students
approximately 30,000 strong
wound their way along the
traditional route for student
demonstrations to Hyde Park
comer. A new feature of the
march was the large number of
students from colleges of
further education involved. The
march passed without incident
despite the occasionally
successful attempts. of the
police to split the group into
several small sections. This
unnecessary action caused
feelings to run high though the
organisers may have been as
much to blame. Inexplicably
there were virtually no stewards
to supervise the march, this
could have been dangerous

and should not happen again!
The students regrouped in
Hyde Park for the speeches.
The group filled most of Hyde
Park corner but all were able

to hear clearly thanks to
excellent loudspeaker arr=-
angements.

The first speaker was

Denis Skinner, (MP), of the
tribune group in the Labour

party. He was followed by
Richard Goodacre of the
Birmingham College of

Education and John Randall the
NUS President. One of the
major issues dealt with was
the: cuts in educational
expenditure. All the speakers
stressed the absurdity and
futility of these cuts.

The gathering was told to

continue their fight against
discretionary  awards; the
Means Test; the Spouses’

contribution; the anomalies in
married women’s grants and
the call for higher grants for
all was reiterated with renewed
vigor.

Denis Skinner rejected the
govemment suggestions that
the cuts in education were
necessary. He called on the
Labour party to withdraw the
one thousand million pounds of
loans they have recently given
to industry and scrap such
‘ludicrous’ projects as the
channel tunnel. He asked for

APATHETIC IC

SHAFTESBURY
RE~OPENS

WITH ITS ceiling now repaired, the Shaftesbury Theatre is to
reopen on Monday, December 16th, with West Side Story and the

Wombles Christmas Show.

This announcement last
Tuesday is the culmination of
intense pressure and wrangling
by the ‘Save London’s Theatres’
campaign to thwart the original
proposals by the . freehold
owners of the site, Peureula
Investments Ltd. It is under-
stood that this company, part
of KeyserUllmann, the merchant
bankers, were considering
demolishing the building as
part of a larger development
plan for that area. But a number
of leading theatrical pere
sonalities (including Sir Alec
Guiness, who apparently took
part in a picket) fought to save
the theatre through a well-
co-ordinated campaign.

It was about 18 months ago
that the musical ‘Hair’ had to
be cut short when the ceiling
fell in (fortunately not during a
performance). Some were

disturbed by the fact that this
incident occured only 48 hours
after Peureula Investments had
actually bought the side with
the view to develop it.

But be that as it may, the
theatre has now been completely
renovated at a cost of ‘less
than £100,000 — well less’.
The building contractors Scott,
Brownrigg and Tumer were
extremely happy with the
results they had achieved: a
company representative said
‘That ceiling is now as safe
as houses’.

A three year lease on the
building has been given to
West End producer Bill
Kenwright, but it is basically
a tortuous deal since he will
have to outlay an estimated
£2,000 per week in order to
staff the box office, bars
etc. — the production costs
come on top of that. :

the money to be spent on more
houses and student hostels.

Richard Goodacre stressed
the hardships faced by
students in further education
establishments as a result of
the discretionary award system
and asked the students to
fight against this facet of the
grants system.

John Randali pointed out
that students face a struggle
for survival of their colleges
and themselves. The former
due to cuts in the grants to

colleges and latter due to the
treatment of students as second
class citizens and the laughable
sums they are suppose to
‘exist’ on. He told the students
that the effect of the indifferent
and hostile attitude of the
successive governments has
become tragic from being trivial
a few years ago. The students
were asked by Mr. Randall to
continue to take the way
forward shown by students all

Cont. on page 4



FELIX

EDITORIAL

Michael Williams

SO WHAT happened at the National
Grants Demonstration last Friday? A
piddling 1% turn-out? :

So maybe the other 99% of the
‘students at Imperial College do not
care about the rough deal married women
get on grants; maybe they are thumbing
their noses at the poor blighters at non-
university institutions who grants are
awarded at the whim of an educational
authority; maybe they are smug at the
thought of their parents eroding their
nesteeggs in order to supplement their
little diddums’ grant. Could it be just
that the students of IC are just too
apathetic? Or could it be that this Union
needs a Publicity committee, co-
ordinated by a proper Publicity Officer,
capable of running a hugh publicity
campaign, airing the issues, informing
the Union, letting us all know that the
demonstrations supported by ICU are
demos in earnest, not pathetic dribbles.

Last year I chaired a Council working
party on Publicity and Communications.
The most important  recommendation,
which was accepted by Council, was
that a Publicity Committee should be
set up under the guidance of a Union
Publicity Officer. The committee would
normally share the burden of general
Union publicity but would be capable of
running an extensive publicity campaign
at the drop of a hat.

The proposal as such was passed by
Council. The Union obviously chose to
ignore it. Last Friday shows what a
cock-up of a decision that was.

*

Such is our determination that the
feature on the subject ‘Should the PG
Affairs Officer be amember of the Exec?’
should be fully exploited and well-
presented that it has been decided to
hold over the article till the next issue.

We hope that not too many people are
annoyed/disappointed at its exclusion
this week.

*

We welcome onto our staff the new
Technical Manager, John McCloskie,
a Zoology fresher. For Riz Shaker we
have reserved the title ‘Editor without
Portfolio’. It is designed to illustrate
his immense versatility.

*

As must by now be well-known,
there will not be an issue of FELIX
next week. We are allowing ourselves a
fortnight’s run-up to the 25th Anniversary
Issue, which will be a bumper souvenir
edition. In a nostalgic vein, it is
planned that the FELIX Banner (the Cat
and the name etc.) will be in silver.

9th November, 1974.

Sir,
In answer to Mr. Lynch’s
rubbish of last week’s ‘Letters’
column, I simply quote from my
letter to the Rector:
‘...ICL provides most of the
computer facilities which are
used for processing data on
South Africans; this is in turn
used in the operation of Pass
Laws. These laws, which
involve the denial of Africans
of the right to make a permanent
home in many South African
cities where they work and
result in the prosecution of
almost one million Africans
in a year, are one of the
cornerstones of apartheid....
the issue is particularly acute,
as the manufacturers of these
computers make available the
very means by which the
system of apartheid can be
operated’. :
This is clearly more than a
‘dubious economic connection’.
~ With regard to my concern
about other ‘races’, particularly
the Vietnamese, I wonder where
Mr. Lynch was when Iwas
picketing the US Embassy
(between 1971-73) and marching
in support of the Vietnamese
people. He wasn’t with us then.

I am curious as to how I can
possess an (apparently cone
tradictory) ‘self-centred interest
in human suffering in other
countries’.

Finally, I don’t denigrate
anything British. Come and
see my passport, if you like.

Yours sincerely,

Trevor Phillips,
President, ICU.

'-'E TIER

Grants Demo Criticism
Department of Civil
Engineering.
15th November 1974

Dear Sir,

After today’s abysmal
tumout of IC students at the
National Grants Demonstration,
we feel that only forty in a
procession of forty thousand,
many having come from as far
away as Northern Ireland,
reflects not only apathy, but
also a complete inadequacy
in communications, A couple
of mentions in FELIX is not
enough for an activity of this
importance. Why is there no

publicity officer? Although,
the Editor of FELIX is nom-
inally the Union Publicity

Officer he obviously has no
time for this job. What was
needed were a large number of
posters around college.

In addition, there were no
placards or an IC banner which
meant that all traces of IC,
bar a slop shirt dangling from
a ripped off branch, were lost
in the crowd.

This cannot be very good
for IC’s image.

Yours,

R. Hasler,
B. Speed,
M.Smith.

(It is indeed gratifying to see
that at least someone has
woken up to the fact that, with
FELIX in its present form I
cannot possibly fulfil the
IdEuties of a Publicity Officer —
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Michael J. L. Williams
Editor

Department of Life
Sciences,

Friday, Nov 15th,
1974.

Dear Sir,

Having been duly moved by
the magnificent turnout of
students at the National Grants
Demonstration I feel bound to
write expressing my horror at
the display of apathy in this
college which manifested itself
in the appalling 1% turnout of
IC students.
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Are we mice or men or, for
that matter, women, since one
of the major issues concems
discrimination against married
women? IC students represent
a large percentage of London
student population and should
really be more capable of
social responsibility. The fact
that we are ‘scientists’ is no
excuse for political or social
ignorance!

In the light of the huge cuts
in educational expenditure the
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