
FOUNDED IN 1949

No. 370

NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

ay Felix
FREE!

FRIDAY, 22nd NOVEMBER, 1974.

APATHETIC IC
A STAGGERING

1% TURN-OUT

AT GRANTS DEMO

A SHAMEFUL number of about forty five students gathered
near the Union Arch to proceed to the march and rally which was

the climax of the Week of Action for better grants.

This meager total re-

resented less than 1% of

Ele raises the
e, a

inevitable questions as to the
reason for such a poor turnout.

One main cause no doubt was

the poor publicity within IC;

no posters appeared on the

notice boards; many students

did not know about the march

till Friday while some freshers

enquired if ‘we were going on

strike’. Ultimately respon-

sibility must lie with the

Union Executive which as a

body should have realised that

a lot of publicity was needed to

arouse interest in the ‘trad-

itionally apatheticIC students’.
An army. of _— students

approximately ©30,000 strong

wound their way along the

traditional route for student

demonstrations to Hyde Park

corner. A new feature of the

march was the large number of

students from colleges of

further education involved. The

march passed without incident

despite the occasionally

successful attempts. of the

police to split the group into

several small sections. This

unnecessary action caused
feelings to run high though the
organisers may have been as

much to blame. Inexplicably

there were virtually no stewards

to supervise the march, this

could have been dangerous

and should not happen again!
The. students regrouped in
Hyde Park for the speeches.

The group filled most of Hyde
Park corner but all were able
to hear clearly thanks to

excellent loudspeaker arr-
angements.

The first speaker was

Denis Skinner, (MP), of the

tribune group in the Labour

party. He was followed by

Richard Goodacre of the

Birmingham College of
Education and John Randall the

NUS President. One of the

major issues dealt with was

the’ cuts in educational

expenditure. All the speakers

stressed the absurdity and

futility of these cuts.

The gathering was told to

continue their fight against

discretionary awards; the

Means Test; the Spouses’

contribution; the anomalies in

married women’s grants and

the call for higher grants for

all was reiterated with renewed
vigor.

Denis Skinner rejected the

govemment suggestions that

the cuts in education were

necessary. He called on the

Labour party to withdraw the

one thousand million pounds of

loans they have recently given

to industry and scrap such

‘ludicrous’ projects as_ the

channel tunnel. He asked for

SHAFTESBURY

RE~OPENS
WITH ITS ceiling now repaired, the Shaftesbury Theatre is to

reopen on Monday, December 16th, with West Side Story and the

Wombles Christmas Show.

This announcement last

Tuesday is the culmination of

intense pressure and wrangling

by the ‘Save London’s Theatres’

campaign to thwart the original
proposals by the _ freehold
owners of the site, Peureula

Investments Ltd. It is undere

stood that this company, part

of Keyser Ullmann, the merchant
bankers, were considering

demolishing the building as
part of a larger development

plan for that area. But a number

of leading theatrical pere

sonalities (including Sir Alec

Guiness, who apparently took

part in a picket) fought to save

the theatre through a _ well-

cosordinated campaign.

It was about 18 montis ago

that the musical ‘Hair’ had to

be cut short when the ceiling

fell in (fortunately not during a

performance). Some were

disturbed by the fact that this
incident occured only 48 hours

after Peureula Investments had
actually bought the side with

the view to develop it.
But be that as it may, the

theatre has now been completely

renovated at a cost of ‘less

than £100,000 — well less’.
The building contractors Scott,
Brownrigg and Tumer were

extremely happy with the

results they had achieved: a
company representative said

‘That ceiling is now as safe

as houses’.

A three year lease on the

building has been given to
West End producer Bill

Kenwright, but it is basically

a tortuous deal since he will

have to outlay an estimated

£2,000 per week in order to
staff the box office, bars

etc. — the production costs

come on top of that.

the money to be spent on more

houses and student hostels.

Richard Goodacre stressed

the hardships faced by

students in further education

establishments as a result of

the discretionary award system

and asked the students to

fight against this facet of the

grants system.

John Randall pointed out

that students face a struggle

for survival of their colleges

and themselves. The former

due to cuts in the grants to

colleges and latter due to the

treatment of students as second

Class citizens and the laughable

sums they are suppose to

‘exist’ on. He told the students

that the effect of the indifferent

and hostile attitude of the

successive governments has

become tragic from being trivial
a few years ago. The students

were asked by Mr. Randall to

continue to take the way

forward shown by students all!

Cont. on page 4



FELIX

EDITORIAL
SO WHAT happened at the National

Grants Demonstration last Friday? A

piddling 1% turn-out? ‘
So maybe the other 99% of the

‘students at Imperial College do not

care about the rough deal married women

get on grants; maybe they are thumbing

their noses at the poor blighters at non-

university institutions who grants are

awarded at the whim of an educational

authority; maybe they are smug at the

thought of their parents eroding their
nesteeggs in order to supplement their

little diddums’ grant. Could it be just
that the students of IC are just. too
apathetic? Or could it be that this Union

needs a Publicity committee, coe
ordinated by a proper Publicity Officer,
capable of running a hugh publicity
campaign, airing the issues, informing

the Union, letting us all know that the
demonstrations supported by ICU are
demos in earnest, not pathetic dribbles.

Last year I chaired a Council working

party on Publicity and Communications.

The most important’. recommendation,

which was accepted by Council, was

that a Publicity Committee should be

set up under the guidance of a Union

Publicity Officer. The committee would

normally share the burden of general

Union publicity but would be capable of

running an extensive publicity campaign

at the drop of a hat.

The proposal as such was passed by

Council. The Union obviously chose to
ignore it. Last Friday shows what a
cockeup of a decision that was.

*

Such is our determination that the
feature on the subject ‘Should the PG
Affairs Officer be amember of the Exec?’
should be fully exploited and well-
presented that it has been decided to
hold over the article till the next issue.

Michael Williams

We hope that not too many people are

annoyed/disappointed at its exclusion
this week.

*

We welcome onto our staff the new

Technical Manager, John McCloskie,
a Zoology fresher. For Riz Shaker we

have reserved the title ‘Editor without
Portfolio’. It is designed to illustrate
his immense versatility.

*

As must by now be well-known,

there will not be an issue of FELIX

next week. We are allowing ourselves a

fortnight’s run-up to the 25th Anniversary
Issue, which will be a bumper souvenir

edition. In a nostalgic vein, it is
planned that the FELIX Banner (the Cat
and the name etc.) will be in silver.

Imperial College Union,

9th November, 1974.

swer to Mr. Lynch’s

rubbish of last week’s ‘Letters’
column, I simply quote from my
letter to the Rector:

‘..ICL provides most of the
computer facilities which are
used for processing data on
South Africans; this is in turn
used in the operation of Pass
Laws. These laws, which
involve the denial of Africans
of the right to make a permanent
home in many South African
cities where they work and
result in the prosecution of
almost. one million Africans
in a year, are one of the
cornerstones of apartheid....

the issue is particularly acute,
as the manufacturers of these
computers make available the
very means by which the

System of apartheid can be
operated’.

This is clearly more than a
‘dubious economic connection’.

_. With regard to my concem
about other ‘races’, particularly
the Vietnamese, I wonder where
Mr. Lynch was when Iwas
picketing the US Embassy
(between 1971-73) and marching
in support of the Vietnamese
people. He wasn’t with us then.

I am curious as to how I can

possess an (apparently cone

tradictory) ‘self-centred interest
in human suffering in other
countries’.

Finally, I don’t denigrate
anything British. Come and
see my passport, if you like.

Yours sincerely,

Trevor Phillips,
President, ICU.

Grants Demo Criticism

Department ofCivil
Engineering.

15th November 1974

Dear Sir,

After today’s abysmal
tumout of IC students at the

National Grants Demonstration,
we feel that only forty in a

procession of forty thousand,
many having come from as far

away as Northern Ireland,

reflects not only apathy, but
also a complete inadequacy
in communications, A couple

of mentions in FELIX is not
enough for an activity of this
importance. Why is there no
publicity officer? Although,
the Editor of FELIX is nom-

inally the Union Publicity
Officer he obviously has no
time for this job. What was
needed were a large number of
posters around college.

In addition, there were no
placards or an IC banner which
meant that all traces of IC,
bar a slop shirt dangling from
a ripped off branch, were lost
in the crowd.

This cannot be very good

for IC’s image.

Yours,

R. Hasler,

B. Speed,

M.Smith.

(It is indeed gratifying to see
that at least someone has
woken up to the fact that, with
FELIX in its present form I
cannot possibly fulfil the

duties of a Publicity Officer —
Ed.).

FELIX ©

Michael J. L. Williams

Editor

Department of Life

Sciences,

Friday, Nov 15th,

1974.

Dear Sir,

Having been duly moved by

the magnificent tumout of

students at the National Grants

Demonstration I feel bound to

write expressing my horror at

the display of apathy in this
college which manifested itself
in the appalling 1% turnout of
IC students.
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Are we mice or men or, for

that matter, women, since one

of the major issues concems

discrimination against married

women? IC students represent

a large percentage of London

student population and should

really be more capable of

social responsibility. The fact

that we are ‘scientists’ is no

excuse for political or social

ignorance!

In the light of the huge cuts

in educational expenditure the

Cont’d on page 10
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ICWA

JULIA DUNNING
| AM_ frequently being asked my opinion on the position of

women in this college which is, one has to admit, hardly
Surprising since | am ICWA President, | have already aired some
of my views on the subject in FELIX last week; having receivedquite a response from comments,
tinue my views in this issue.

In particular, it struck me
as rather ironic that the front
page of last week’s FELIX
drew attention to sex dis-
crimination within the grant’s
system and how we should all

fight this (| am referring to
married women’s grants) — and
this coming from a college
which has only allowed women
in its Union Bar in the last two
years (although there was never
any union policy on this), and
where in only the last two
weeks rumours of a move to
close the Bar to women yet
again were flying around. The
generous minded of these

‘gentlemen’ suggested that
possibly it could be reduced to
having just one or two nights
a week ‘men only’.

Have you ever heard the
like of it?! other than out of
history books. And what, you
may ask, is the reason behind
this ridiculous proposal? None
other than some men feel they
cannot ‘let themselves go’ in
the company of women. The
phrase in inverted commas
seemingly includes becoming

| felt | should like to con-

insensible with drink, followed

by puking up over the Bar
floor, to be refreshed by the
drinking of a yard, all ending
up with the customary stripping

off of all their clothes i.e.

those they’ve got left on.
Well, far be it for me to

point this out, but | have yet to

see such embarrassment dise
played by the regular Bar

customers and if it exists then

so much the better. Perhaps it

will start a decline in what

can only be described as a

totally barbaric and senseless

ritual supposedly elevating the
Rarticipators to the giddy ranks

of ‘being a real man’?? The

basis for this assumption fails
me completely since a 14 year

old kid is perfectly capable of
drinking himself silly, being
sick and stripping.

And if this ritual is the
Cause for the movement to ban
women from the Bar yet again,
| suggest they also move to
lower the legal drinking age to
14 to include men of similar
capabilities in this initiation
ceremony to manhood.
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Helen Fogerty decorates
the ranks of Materials Science
I, and hails from Morpeth which
is (for southerners who speak
oddly accented English) north
of Newcastle. So _ naturally
Helen supports Newcastle
United, especially ‘SupereMac’.
_Her athletic activity is

ice-skating and she can re-
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gularly be seen gliding round
the Queensway rink on RSMU
evenings. She is a_ keen
supporter of RSMU enjoying
meetings and trips, and looks
forward in anticipation to the
Mines Ball.

Photo by Roger Wilkins. —

Katie McKinnon

Ladies and ....Ladies!

CAN YOU tell the difference between Betty and Marg? Three
out of four people can’t. Who would guess that Betty, with long
auburn curls, gold lame top with matching velvet hip-huggers is
really Freddy in disguise? In fact, Freddy and those like him
seem to be making a much better job of being women than women

are. What has happened to the
cham of a bared ankle, flut-
tering eyelashes, the look of
helplessness and _ complete
dependence which once cone
quered aman far more effectively
than any Women’s Liberationist
tactics? Have we indeed lost
the art of being feminine? Are
we in danger of becoming a
Unisex Society? :

It is no use going about
things ina bull-in-a-china shop
fashion, a mistake too often
made by our American friends.

Ask any man what Heaven on
Earth is andhewill say ‘Living
in England on an American
wage with a Japanese wife’ —

and Hell? ‘Living in Japan on
an English wage with an

American wife’. Our Japanese
counterparts have long since

discovered that subtlety holds
the answers.

First of all we Jadies must
accept the fact that God did the

dirty on us by giving us the
task of reproducing the species,
so that from the word go we
Start off at a disadvantage.

But never a woman existed who
couldn’t turn a disadvantage
into. an advantage. From the
comfort of her own home a
woman can run a husband, a

business, a town and indeed an
entire nation! The sky is her
limit. Why is Heath having such
trouble maintaining his pol-
itical leadership? Simply
because without a wife to tell
him how a country is run he is
like Little Boy Blue without
his horn. ‘Behind every great
man is an even greater woman’.
How true. You see this is
where women excel. It is quite
evident that we alone are the
real leaders of the world (think
of Cleopatra, Elizabeth 1,
Victoria, Mata Hari and Mary
Whitehouse) but we are clever

enough to let men think they

are. The poor fools. How simple
and unassuming! However, we
are in danger of losing ‘our
influence because instead of
using our female charm and
highly developed powers of
whining and wheedling we are
trying to compete with men on
their own ground. The common

outcry from girls at IC is that

they do not get a fair deal, but
how many are guilty of looking
more like men, of mucking in
with the lads, drinking beer by
the yard and walking along as
if they’d just stepped down
from a horse? Establish your
identity first and then assert
yourselves. In the Battle of the
Sexes nothing but sheer
scheming and cunning will
succeed and who is better at
that than us?

You see at best a woman is
an enchanting, mysterious,
bewitching, exacting, dec-
Orative, sweet-smelling,
irrational sort of creature, from
the top of her coiffure to the
tip of her painted toenails. At
worst she is a giggly, sloppy,
Snivelling, empty-headed, foul
smelling, gum chewing biped —
and about as enchanting as a
skunk on a hot day.

Just to demonstrate how
successful we girls can be

when we put our minds to it |

will remind you that not so long
ago IF collected more per
person for rag than any other
USK college, However, never
let it be said that we do any-
thing by halves and this year |
should think we have collected
the least per person. Today
(Sunday 17th) -.was an _ out-
Standing example. A_ three-

legged football match was
arranged as a rag stunt in Hyde
Park. How many goodly females
from IF got off their spoilt
bottoms to kick a ball around
for charity? Six. Say no more.

However there will be many
more opportunities to show

your willing in the near future.
Not least the chariot race down
Oxford St. tomorrow (Saturday
23rd) and of course our ve
own VICARS AND TARTS
PARTY on Friday the 29th in
the JCR from eight o’clock
onwards. There will be a disco
and some food, and drinks will
be obtainable from the bar. The
entrance fee will be a mere 30p
and the proceeds from this will
be going to rag. Prize for the
grooviest vicar and the most
delectable tart?


