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NATIONAL GRANTS

- DEMONSTRATION
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® Abolish The Means Test

® Fnd Discretionary Awards

® Fnd The Spouses Contribution
e No Discrimination Against Married Women

THIS WEEK is Grants Action Week. At IC the main effort
will be attendance at the National Demonstration on Friday

(TODAY!).
So be there!

Trevor Phillips told FELIX
that he hoped to have gathered
a group of people to go to the
Parliamentary lobby in protest
against the Spouse’s Contri-
bution which took place
yesterday (Thursday). . He
called upon all IC students to
support the grants campaign.

While Imperial College
Union supports the idea of a
week of action, at the Nat-
ional conference in July we
proposed that the week of
action be held later in the
year. This was because of the
difficulty in mobilising freshers
and the fact that we -all feel
better off due to the. 25%
increase in the grant — which
however, only covers inflation.
Others are, of course, "still
existing on low grants.  The
Spouse’s contribution is a
case in point. 'NUS’s policy
is still to call for an end to
the Means Test and fair,
equal grants for all students
as a right, -

Trevor Phillips considers
that many students have been
‘bought off by the last grants

Coaches leave the Union Arch at 12.45 p.m.

award’ and that the Executive
have ‘not had the time or
support to mobilise students’.

So prove him wrong!

ey _.
| A
{ Fair Grant |
For ALL
Students!

v-’>
COACHES LEAVE

TODAY 1245pm.
)

THE NATIONAL Demonstration today takes place against a
background of economic crisis, financial uncertainty, and rising
social temsions. The gquestion to be asked and answered is:
‘Why a still higher grant, after the rise of up to 35%, this year,

in the present economic crises‘?’.

The answer is simple:
This is not just a cal gn
for higher grants. The sit-

pation is much more serious
than that. We are fighting mot
only for the means by which to
live while undergoing our
education; we are fighting for
that edmcation itself. .
. We have seen already
some £182 million cut from the
education budget. We have
seen our Rector warning of
the fate that faces the College
if Government aid is not
forthcoming by Christmas -—
a complete exhaustion of our
reserves inside 18 months. The
only other choice seems to be
a drastic, slashing cut in
services, courses, numbers of
students and staff at the
College. And that is the
seriousness of the situation.

So it is not just a case of
students shouting ‘more money’.
We are looking to save the
kind of standards of edueation
that we believe should be
preserved; in this we should
form a common cause with all

others in = the Education
sector. So we call on all those
im the College, not just
students, who share our view
to join us today.

The meaning of the lack of
funds in education is clear,
in terms of student pockets.
We have heard ome call from
the Rector for an extra £100
on the grant to meet the erosion
already caused by inflation,
We can see the hardship that,
the anomalies in ‘the grant
system ‘are causing to many
students, particularly post-
gradustes and married students.
And there is still the Means
Test, to make parents (who
can ill afford it) pay for am
education that you have won
by your own efforts.

It is not enough for us to_
say we support these aims.
We must show our support.
That is why every student
who believes that the ed-
ucation system should survive
should be out today, marching for

A FAIR GRANT FOR ALL
STUDENTS,



Michael Williams

DOES THE ICU Executive meed to

be expanded? This is:one of the most -

fundamental Constitutional ‘issues to
hit the Union for some time. The
question was broached very early in

the year when the President asked the .

rest of the Executive to consider having
three more officers as members. These
were the officers responsible for
External Affairs, Academic Affairs and
Postgraduate Affairs.
* ‘The - majority of the Executive
decided to block the first two but agreed
that there could be a case for letting
the Postgraduate Affairs Officer bec
a member, 5
Despite the fact that the Exec have
allowed the PGAO to be present at all
their subsequent meetings, the overall
feeling pro his becoming a full member
has since altered to one of neutrality.

.. decisi
- ...originalky drafted for presentation at a
*UGM which would have: finalised the

Executive have been unable to reach a
~on: this issue’. The motion

PGAO’s Executive status has been
withdrawn because the original proposer,
John Mortimer (President of RSMU), has
essentially changed his mind., The

- seconder, Peter Teague (President of

RCSU), Is apparently unchanged in his
attitude. In next week’s FELIX we will
be publishing a feature based on this
subject. Presenting the case for the
adoption of the PGAO as an Executive
member will be Trevor Phillips (Pres-
ident of ICU) & Tom Abraham (PGAO);
and presenting the case against will be
Ron Kill (Dep. President) and John
Mortimer. Part of the discussion will
be based on statistics gleaned from
other UK Colleges and Universities
regarding the size and composition of
their Executives. We have also received

significant comments from John Carr
(President of ULU and NUS Executive
member) and John Ramdall (President
of NUS). :

Should anyone feel strongly enough
about the subject, please feel free to

air your views in the ‘Letters’ column.

-

One can only speculate -on the
success or otherwise of today’s
National Grants Demonstration, but | am
pessimistic about what it will achieve
even with the large turn-out which
John Randall expects.

Recognising that cutbacks in ed-
ucation have already been planned by
the Government, to expect an additional

outlay in educational _spending is
‘optimism in the extreme. |t smacks of

that old tactic ‘let’s aim high and then
compromise’.

A Letter to the Resles’

Old Chemistry Building,
8th November, 1974.

Sir Brian Flowers,
Rector,
Imperial College.

Dear Recitor,

We = represent ¢ poste
graduates in the Department
of Chemistry, and are writing
to you concemning thé eon-
stroction of a  ‘landscape

3:ien with shrubs®, described
this week’s edition of
*BC, to be built on the
of land ‘ormerly occupied
part of tue old RCS building
and designated for stage II of
the new Chemistry building.

The first two pages of the
same issue of TOPIC were
occupied by a memorandum
from the Committee of Vice-
Chancellors: and . Principals

describing the financial
difficulties  facing British
Universities, as a direct

result of which research
facilities needed by post-
graduates and staff are steadily
worsening in both this and
other Departments of the
College, with the future
becoming progressively bleaker
if the present trend of financial
cuts is continued. -

The proposed garden will
do little to enhance the view
of the vicinity, owing to the
half-demolished, half-built
state of the buildings which
summound it on ' three sides,

and we are disgusted -that at-

present time, money can be
wasted on such trivia,

Is it possible for the
College Administration to
justify this presumably not
inconsiderable expenditure for
dubious cosmetic purposes, in
view of the present precarious

The bland phrase conceived was ‘the

ETTEAL

financial situation, and could
the money involved not be
better employed in improving
the buildings from which the
garden and shrubs are intended
to distract the attention?

Yours sincerely,
R.B. Jones,
S.J. Reberts:

More on 1.C.L.

Dept. of Chemical
Engineering.

Sir,

1 feel I must protest about
Mr. - Phillips’ selfecentred
interests in human suffering in
other countries. 'His remarks
about an ICL computer being
used for administration in
South Africa, and so pere
petuating apartheid, seem very
minor compared to the amount
of suffering and killing carved
by the computer systems
installed in US ships and
aircraft, and also those of the
CIA etc.

It seems then, that Mr.
Phillips thinks we should
buy American and condone the
napalming of Vietnamese
villages etc. in years gone by,
and does not care about anyone
except his ‘race’, or he-is just
continuing his left wing policy
of denigrating anything British.

The computer is merely a
rod of those who use it. Its
sale has nothing to do with
politics, and so we should
simply buy the best available,
instead of prattling on about

some dubious economic
connection. °
Yours,
Pete Lynch
Chem. Eng.2
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Sick criticism

Computing and Control
Dept.,
8th Nov. 1974.

Sir,

We find the letter from
‘Relieved’ of Chem. II, in
FELIX 8th Nov., a very sick
criticism of homosexuality.
Perhaps, if more people in
Chem. II had been reasonable
and friendly to another human
being, it would not have been
necessary for D. Duce to have

Chris Keenan, Business Manager

Many thanks to Kyrle, Catherine,
Trish, Riz, John and Julia.

Intending contributors are requested
to put their names on their articles,
which should be neatly written (alternate
dines) or preferably typewirtten (double

Copy day for most articles, reviews
etc. is the Friday before publication day.
Articles can be accepted on the Monday
and Tuesday following if space permits.
Small ads can normally be accepted up
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formed GaySoc, let alone have
left IC for Sheffield.

Just because the guy was
big enough not to hide his
sympathy for homosexuals, this
should not bring him under
attack from somebody not even
prepared to ‘identify himself.

Yours,

Tony Milboim,
A. Alonso,
R.Cameron.
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