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REFECTORY PRICES

ON THE last day of the previous College Session, the Board

of Governors of Imperial College consented to rises in refect-

ory prices across the board to the extent of a staggering 17'2%.

Despite urgent pleas for a subsidy = | the Union delegation at
the meeting, the College felt that it had no choice in the matter.
The atmosphere at the Board
of Governors was sympathetic

yet uncompromising.

Could College give the
refectories a subsidy? This

would be impossible under the

University Grants Committee

(UGC) from which IC gets most
of its money. |

Does College have any

money of its own that it could

use imstead? ‘College has
substantial reserves, but they

refuse to use this money,

directly in the interests of

Students, despite our (the —

Union’s) view that this kind of

demand. should be a major

priority’, said the Union

President, Mr. Trevor Phillips.

The two-point plan which
the delegation suggested was

as follows: a

1. Short term. Let the increases
be only 10% and supply the

tefectory with a subsidy.

2. Long term. The Governors
should iy collectively and
individually the UGC for a

relaxation of the imposing

restrictions regarding for what

UGC money can and cannot be
used. ad

The plan was countered by
Mr. M.J. Davies, Secretary to

the College, who firmly stated ae
that UGC rules are inflexible:

‘The books must balance;

there can be no subsidies’.

There was no area for
compromise. No Governor

taised his or her voice in

support of the Union’s plan.
Nothing could be done.
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UP 17 PER CENT
Copulation: A

Discipline Offence?
IN THE last year there have been several cases of couples b

eing
found fornicating on the Union premises. Last year’s President

1 e, clearly thought that ICU ought to clean up

i pense = the cari hears of Tuesday, 18th June, as one
ICU Joint Council was coming to a laborious

 conclusion, Paul
proposed that ‘‘Fornication on

Union premises should be a
discipline offence’’. Before
many of the steadily diminish—

ing number of Council members

could awaken themselves, a
speech for and against the

motion had been heard. In a

last ditch effort to defend the

permissiveness and personal

freedom of this modern society,

Mike Williams proposed an

amendment to the effect that

‘‘Rornication should be encour—
aged, not discouraged, on Union
premises’’. This amendment

was tragically defeated, and on

a vote, the original motion was

passed.

Certainly, the implications
of this motion are clear: To all

budding Romeos and egotists,

“If you want to do it, do it

elsewhere, not on the Union

premises — or the Deputy Pres—

ident will have it in for you’’.

Undoubtedly, itamyil be very
interesting to seqy@pat punish—

ment is given out'to the first

offending couple. Even more

intriguing ig that fornication is
is an offence whilst presumably

copulation is not. No: doubt
there will be some red—faced

is caught doing it in the Union.

ica the first married couple
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EDITORIAL
Mike Williams

AS THE Freshers inevitably begin to
invade Imperial College, the Union

perfunctorily has to sit down and consider
the overwhelming multitude of problems,

both large and small, important and
trivial which it faces.

The majority of these problems have
one aspect irrefutably in common: They

are recurrent. It is pretentious to consider
them as anything else. Looking back over

past FELICES, there are a countless

number of issues where the principal
topic is refectory prices, or student

accommodation etc. Just as every year

these problems arise, so there is a new

Union administration to launch enth-
usiastically an attack on them. Proper

solutions are pie-in-the-sky stuff for they

would take too many crispy £££’s. The
Union’s brief then is to search out the

common ground that might exist between
itself and the body that presents the

problem, and to fight for a compromise.

Demanding a solution is a naivety in the

extreme.

*

have their own specialised problems at

the yes args Fa the year; each essentially

has his or her ‘Baptism by Fire’. The
President has reams of speeches to write,

dialogues to maintain, protocol to suffer;

the Deputy President’s piece de resistance

is the Freshers’ Fair; the Hon. Secretary’s

lot is undoubtedly the Parking Applic-
ations Committee where by it is her task

to tell 193 applicants that they have
been successful and to inform the
estimated remainder of 400 that they
have been unsuccessful. Then there is
the Parking Applications Appeals
Committee...

*

On the subject of ‘Baptism by Fire’,
this Freshers’ issue of FELIX has been

a huge pain to produce, due to the
simple fact that material suddenly flooded
the office on copy day. Jeez, what a

mess! I can only express my intense

envy of past Editors who simply had to

get the copy together, edit it and send

it off to the printers with appropriate

Dear Sir,

For the benefit of new PGs
we’d like to fill in some of the

background to the _ recently

announced demonstrating
rates of £2 per hour, Less

than 18 months ago most

departments. were paying £1

‘gic contact hour. The exceptions
ing Physics — where many.

PGs belonged to an A.S.T.M.S.

Union branch, and had neg-

Otiated a higher rate tied to

the Junior Lecturer’s pay

scale — and Maths who received

£1.50. Around this time the
1.C. Postgraduate Group was

formed with a policy of en-

couraging strong departmental

and laboratory baséd groups.

Ttwas these groups in Chemistry,

Physics, Maths, Metallurgy
-and Geology who provided the

impetus for the campaign on
‘demonstrating rates. Before

the general announcement of

£1.50 throughout the College,

‘Metallurgy, in particular, and

later Geology were engaged

in departmental struggles to

win higher rates. Only after

Metallurgy Postgrads had made

it abundantly clear that they

were prepared to withdraw

their labour, did the depart-

ment concede an increase to

Not surprisingly, the ICU Executive

eel
LETTER |
— Way Forward for

the P.G's?

Should not accuse PGs _ of

£1.50..:It was in this context
of Postgraduate militancy in

several departments that
college wide increases were

announced.

In his article in the last

copy of Felix, Tom Abraham
(Post. Grad. Affairs Officer)

refers to intermittent ‘ne-

gotiations with the college —

he should perhaps have put

negotiations ininvertedcommas

Postgraduate students play

vital roles in the running of

the college — a fact which is

recognised more clearly by

the Administration than’ by

many PGs. Where PGs have

organised in their departments

many improvements in Con-

ditions of work have been won.

Your department probably

has a PG group— if not, why

not form one. Members. of the

established groups will be

glad to help. Tom Abraham

apathy (even if it’s true at.the

present), but should point out

what they can achieve by

concerted effort.

Pete Cannell,

Maths. PG.

Joe Herbertson,

Met. PG

instruction. Period. ‘End of committment

Moira Lavin

WISH TO EXPRESS THEIR THANKS AND

APPRECIATION TO THE MANY STUDENT

FRIENDS OF THEIR DAUGHTER, WHO WAS

TRAGICALLY KILLED IN A ROAD

ACCIDENT AT THE END OF LAST TERM,

FOR THE LETTERS OF SYMPATHY AND

CONDOLENCE WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED

Nowadays one has to get the type act-
ually set, cut out the master copy, glue

it to a sheet (neatly and straight without

getting any glue smudges on it) and

‘composing’ a lay-out to fill the pages.

Then it’s off to the litho-operator to make
the plate and run it off on the machine. ©

Finally comes the folding, collating and
distribution. Still, what the hell.

*

To those freshers who might be
interested in the production of FELIX,

come along to either the FELIX Office

(near the Union Archway) or to the stall

in the New Union Office at Freshers.

N.B. It looks good on any job application

form to say that one has worked on a

Student’s newspaper.

N.B. We will be producing a mid-week

FELIX SPECIAL, to appear next

Thursday. Copy date for this issue will

be Tuesday midday. The copy date for the

next FELIX proper will be Thursday

3rd October. Small Adds can be accepted

at ANY time depending on the space

available.

The Parents of
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Wine Women &
oong WE HAVEEM ALL !!
Julia Dunnin

On Monday, October 7th, |CWA are holding their Annual

g (Freshers) Dinner.

ICWA President

To the uninitiated

College Women’s Association.

known by initials in College, but you soon get used to it — make

up a few of your own, no-one will notice the difference! The

Do you know this girl? This

picture, taken during Rag week

last year has us stumped . We

| have not a clue who she is.
Anyone who might know the

identity of this fair maiden is

invited to ring Int .2881.

ICWA is the Imperial

Everything but everything is

dinner is specially arranged

at this time of year to

coincide with the arrival

of new students in college.

It is the first of the dinners

and the only one drawing

people from all over college

— and that includes staff

as well as_ students. |

should like to point out too

that anyone is free to buy

a ticket — man or woman,

but numbers are limited, so

if you do wish to come,

make sure you get your

ticket early (details for

getting a ticket are at the

foot of this article).

This year we are making

a particular effort to make

this different from the ‘run

of the mill’ college dinner.

Included in this is the late

bar extension and the fact

that we have a cabaret

afterwards (usually reserved

for the big ‘formal’ dinner-

dances in college). The

cabaret will be folk singer

Stan Arnold, who has made

numerous”7 television app-

earances. He is also very

funny. Wine should be

flowing relatively freely

and at all ICWA functions,

there are coincidently

always women! So, | feel

justified in using the above

headline.

{ hope you wil! come to

the dinner — | certainly

think it will be worth it for

anyone, 1st, 2nd or 3rd year

student. Though, of course,

| am slightly biased in my

opinion.

For those _ particularly

eager to acquire tickets,

ICWA is giving a Freshers’

Tea on Freshers’ Fair day,

starting at 2.30 p.m. There

will be free tea and food

for those who make it early

enough! Also, Lady Flowers,
our Vice+President, will be

there together with Lady
Anne Thorne, the Senior

Tutor for Woman. If any of

you have any teething

problems, please come along

and if we cannot help you

directly then we can certainly

put you in touch with someone

who can. :

Finally, | should just like

to give a quick summary of

what we shall be doing later

in the term. The nearest

date to tell you of is the

31stof October —Hallowe’en.

We will be laying on a

Masked Ball with folk

singers, Ceilidh band,
‘bobbingapples’ competition,

with something extra special

for 12 midnight, the Witching

Hour! All to be washed down

with a good old traditional

Witch’s Brew (alcoholic, of

coursel).. Something not to

be missed. (1 mean the Ball,

as well as the drink!). |
hope you can make it.

eVarious lunch_ parties

will also be laid on later in.

the term, and we will be

putting on something during

Rag Week— including making

a collection.

Really, we shall be doing

loads this year and with

your support, everything will

turn out successful.

Well, that’s all I’ve got

to say — except enjoy your-

selves, and if you are worried

about something, or want to

know something in particular

about college, | am always

glad to help.

IF Only-.
Katie McKinnon

Scratches mark the paintwork of the heavy, white oak door.
A last angry kick and it’s back into the world. Along the empty
corridor where | so often dashed in at five to nine, scattering
papers, pinning up notices, avoiding anyone poised as if ready
to detain me, and then slinking in at the back to lectures,

conspicuously _inconspicous*”

late as usual. The very corridor

where we decided who was
going to be who in the next

union, where half the arrange-

ments for the celebrated revue
were made (Ziegfield would
have been proud of us). Ah!

those were the days. Now,with
a ring of the bell, presents
and prizes. distributed and
addresses swopped, |.F. is

disbanded. Not one footstep
will resound in the place for
another eleven weeks. Dust
will gather on the’ drinks
machine and the empty Gauloise
packets will lie untouched.

But what will happen to us
professional students, left to
fend for ourselves in the nasty
world of money-making?. Those

for whom the college is a big

comfy armchair, a refuge. Only
here can one sit back and
appreciate life at it's best.
Where else could you covert

under the lights other than at

Mines’ disco, sample some of

the finest cuisine north of

Dino’s (gourmet gathering every~

evening at 6.30 in Southside),

climb the Bell Tower (silly me,.

what a giveaway!) and compete

in the one o’clock sprint to

Florries’ ‘sandwich bar (current

title holder for the 200 yards,

A. Humphries in 25 seconds)?

You may well ask.

Now if a student can be

roughly described as ‘long-

haired and between the ages

of 18 and 25’, it is not because

most students are long-haired

and in that age range but

because we create that

impression. The truth of the

matter is that university is a

sort of shangri-la. How many

students do you know suffering

from old age? Which really

goes to prove my theory. Hair

after all, being a sign of youth

(sadly admits my father, still
mourning the loss of his last

remaining strands). It is not

until our bright university grad

finally leaves that age begins
to show. With paper degree

clutched in one clammy hand
and ticket to what the French
So aptly describe as ‘metro,
boulot, metro, dodo’ (bus,
business, bus, bed) in the
other, he steps out into his

oyster. Wham, the clam closes.
Lines form, hair greys,

cheeks sink. Mortgage,

insurance, teething, school

fees: everything hacks away

athis weak defences. Another

good man gone to the dogs.

Never mind, close the ranks,

bring in the freshers. And

so it goes on.

|.F.— French Institute

to the plebs and Institut

Francais to everyone else —

is situated in Cromwell

Place opposite a_ public

house of equal ill repute

Known as the Hoop and Toy.

1.F. can be easily picked

out by its peeling walls and

general look of neglect. Do

not be fooled. Inside are

250 lovely ladies all doing

either a one, two or three

bi-lingual secretarial course,

in. some cases’ speaking

Spanish, German or Russian

too. All distinguished by

the fact that none of them

intend to be_- secretaries

(sit tapping at a machine all

day and vowing’ undying

subservice to a mere male,

you can’t be serious!). Some

being frustrated biologists

and scientists, some frus-

trated archeologists and

anthropologists and some

frustrated.

Dare to penetrate within
the imposing facade of 13a.

Cromwell Mews (our Union
office) and you will have

conquered an_ all-female
stronghold — but will be

very welcome none the less.

Drop in any time as long as

it’s between one and one

thirty (’fraid so). Now you

must excuse me while | dash

off. | have an appointment

with my ideological master.


