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GRANT INCREASE

IMMINENT
An ‘increase in grants is about to

be recommended iin a_ confidential

Government report to be drafted

soon.

According to ‘the Daily Telegraph

this -increase ‘‘will not, in present

economic circumstances, approach

the 35 per cent increase demanded

at the. recent NUS conference in Mar-

gate”. :

The level of the residual income

(at present £1400) may be raised to

£1800 or higher. This jis tthe assess-

able income left after mortgages,

superannuation, etc.

Nothing will be done ‘about dis-

cretionary awards, or the means test,

and the Government seems constant

about what to ‘do with married wom-

en's grants and PG awards.

Sir Brian is thought to have said

that the increase about to be offered

is about £100.

Such an ‘increase will in: no -way

bring us up to the halcyon days of

the 1962 level and coupled with in-

flation of 40 per cent pa expected by

Christmas, according to the Guardian,

this means that the £100 could be

wiped out over the ‘Christmas vaca-

tion.

Students next term cannot afford

to be complacent about the political

and economic crisis, they will either

be starved out of higher education by

rising prices or the grants campaign

is. fought on a higher ‘level: that of

an alliance with sections of the Trade

Union movement to bring down the

Tories.

The DES has refused to let stud-

ents keep their ‘living standards and

has launched. attacks through the

CVEP to victimise students who ttake

action (rent strikes, etc.).

The rent strikes of IC next term has

to be fought in conjunction with all

sections of students and trade union-

ists to bring down the Tories and

their blatant contempt for students.

PURPLE
As this is the last patch of the

term, and many of you will shortly

be gding home, or at least away from

College, | would like you to think

about a few topics other than those

which directly affect your student

lives.

When those of you who are lucky

enough to be going home to see your

parents and families, arrive ‘there and

get settled in beside the nice warm

fire, with Mum fussing over you, ‘and

Dad offering to take: you out for a

pint, please spare a thought for those

who cannot get home this Christmas.

Think for a few moments of the for-

eign students from the College (al-

most 1000) who are having to spend

their vacation in some cold and dingy

bedsit in Neasden, dreaming of the
Christmasses in the past which they

have spent at home with their parents

and families. | am sure that none of

you would argue with the fact that

the prospect of spending Christmas

alone in London iin your little bedsit-

thinking of all the people who have

gone home to their families, is not a

very warming idea.

| would also like to think of your

own position this Christmas. Think

of how lucky you are to be at home,

and how nice iit is for a change to

be getting good meals and also a

good bed to sleep iin. Think about

your ‘“Miserable’’ grant and how you

can only afford “One square meal

each day of the week"’. Then try tto

imagine yourself in the position of

someone in a backwood town in Viet-

nam or the war ridden areas of Greece

or Chile. Imagine yourself as an 18

year olld black ‘boy in the middle of

Rhodesia. What would you feel ‘like

if you could only get one square meal

each month, or had been kicked out

of University for admitting that your

lecturer was prejudiced against you

for the colour of your skin? I'll tell

you what you would feel like, you

would probably feel very sick, and

PATCH
would be JUSTIFIED in thinking that

society was working against you. You

would find it difficult to believe that

the students in the Western world

were protesting at only getting £15

each week to live on, and not being

able to live a ‘life of Juxury.

This Christmas whilst you are at

home, please spend a little time

thinking about those around 'the world

who have far les privileges than you,

and yet who are biologically exactly

the same as you. Think about those

people in Northern Ireland who are

afraid to go out after 8.0 in the even-

ing because of a fear of being in-

volved in ia terrorist gun battle.

As a final thought, if you do not

know very much or do not believe

what you have heard about this man

Jesus ‘Christ, then please spend a

little time over the vacation trying to

sort out what iit is all about.

For those overseas students who

will be staying in London over the

Christmas vacation, | would give you

one tip, that in many of the Churches

around the area you will be able to

find friends who will be only too

happy to share their Christmas enjoy-

ment with you. If you ‘live in the area

around College you will find that

Saint Paul’s Church, Onslow Square,

has a very large number of students

and overseas visitors in the congre-

gation who would be only too happy

to help you have an enjoyable Christ-

mas.

To each and every one of you, |

wish you a very merry Christmas and

hope that those Christians amongst

you will pray for those in the rest of »

the world less fortunate than us, and

that those non-Christians amongst

you will give a ‘little time to think

about those in tthe rest of the world

less fortunate than us.

See you ail after ‘Christmas.

Norm.

ISSUE No. 350

P.A.W.N.O.
At 6.00 p.m.on Friday evening |

did a tour of the halls of residence

to collect the nomination forms for

the Imperial College Tenants Asso-

ciation Executive Committee. | found

completed forms only jin Beit and

Selkirk. Now, at 4.00 on Sunday the

situation ‘is the same. | can announce

that Messrs. Tony Taylor and Digby

James are the elected representa-

tives for Beit Hall and Mrs. Averil

Dewing is the Representative for Sel-

kirk Hall. As yet, the constitution that

I've prepared has yet to be formally

approved. Because of this | may find

it necessary to alter it slightly to en-

able the Executive Committee to be

formed. | hope | don’t have to do this

but ‘it will all depend on the response

to ithe nomination papers during the

rest of the week.

During the last term it has been

my task (an almost. thankless one)

to advertise the Union General meet-

ings. At most of these (and there

have been six) there has been some

discussion on the rent strike and the

grants campaign. However, except

for the initial decision to have a rent

strike, very few other agreement have

been reached. Why?: Mainly because

of_the lack of people present at the

meetings, which have therefore been

deemed inquorate. The quorum is at

present 300 out of a total of 4,086

students; a pathetically small percen-

tage. Yet the total turn-out at the

CCU meetings has been collectively

more than ‘the |'C UGM quorum.

lf you consider that your CCU

business (and this is NOT a kick at

the 'CCU’s) jis more important than

the amount of money that you have

in your pockets then that is your

business. However, it is no use blam-

ing the ICU Exec for not trying to

get the grants raised if you, ‘the stud-

ent body, are not prepared tto do

something about iit also. There are

too many people at this college who

jump at the chance to criticise, to talk,

to argue, but there are very few who

are willing 'to act. It is not criticism,

talking, and arguments that get what

we want. What iis needed iis action.

Mass action that involves as many

students as possible. The rent strike

is one of these, but not the only one.

This not only needs people partici-

pating, it also means that some of

the people that do all the -talking

must be wiling to help out with the

organisation, ‘the leafletting, the pub-

licising, the production of posters,

etc., etc. If it takes one person 4

hours minimum to put up posters in

all availabile places, then itt takes less

than half-an-hour for a dozen people

to do the ‘same. Next term’s rent

strike is going ahead and if you want

it to work, ‘if you really believe that

Everyone!

a Happy Xmas

we need higher grants (and you must

be nuts if you think ithe present grants
system is satisfactory) then you must

be willing to work for it; you must be

willing to act.

The first meeting of the Imperial

College- Tenants Association will be
held this week .At present the venue
isn't finalised (it will, | hope, be the
Union Concert Hall or Mech. Eng.
220) but every resident will be get-
ting a note to let him or her know
where it will be. Please try and come.

The time will be Thursday at 5.45
which | hope will not clash with any-
thing. Please try and show that the
person putting up the notices about
apathy society is wrong about this

college.

- Duplicating _Machines. So much
for one of my rare political pieces,
now for something a bit lighter.

Those of you who have had cause to
use the duplicating machines during
the last term may have noticed that
they are sadly lacking iin various odd
items, e.g. ink drums, fuses and
others. A Roneo rep finally, after more
phone calls than | care to mention,
decided that he would come and
have a look. He gave them a thorough
inspection and then an estimate for

the cost of putting them back into
almost new condition. Needless to

say, it, is only slightly more expen-
sive to buy new ones. It is hoped,
therefore, that by the end of tthe

Christmas vacation we will have two
new machines plus-one of the old

machines for less important work.
The two new ‘ones will be locked
away in the duplicating room and

will be for ‘limited personnel only. It

will be necessary to insist that all

people who wish ‘to use the new
machines will have to attend a de-

monstration given by someone from

Roneo. Adequate warning will be giv-

en beforehand. ;

Christmas is upon us, under us,

around us. Soon, most of you will be

winging your way home (assuming

you.can get petrol for your vehicle,

that ‘the airlines get fuel for their

planes, that the train drivers don’t go

on strike and that there is enough

electricity to light your way home).

Once there you can sit down to tur-

key (50p a Ib., don’t eat too much)

and all the trimmings (probably 50

per cent more expensive than last

year).. You can drink yourself merry

(at least 3p more than at college for

each drink). Warm yourself in front

of the fire (1 hope you’ve got enough

cdal. Oh! and while | remember—

MERRY CHRISTMAS.

Successful nomination for Tirand

Hall: D. R. Gray, Andy Higman. _

P. A. Wadsworth.

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF

STUDENT SCIENTISTS

There will be a four-day conference from

2nd to 5th January, 1974, in London, the

theme of which will be ‘‘The Social respon-

sibility of the scientist within ‘the commun-

ity”.

The ‘cost will be minimal, and a few

scholarships from ‘the college are available.

Please ‘apply in writing to 'Norm Sayles,

Union Office by 4.30 Thursday, 13th De-

cember.

Anyone wanting a week in Paris,

all expenses paid, at an

engineers/scientists conference

in late January should apply to

Norm Sayles immediately.

‘Good knowledge of French

essential.
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LETTERS

The

historical(?)

roots of.

Christianity
The lack of solid fact

in Jock’s recent expose

of the folly of those who

know Jesus Christ as

Lord and Saviour was

expected. This is be-

cause tthe facts are so

overwhelmingly clear.

The Bible, Tacitus, Pliny

and Thallus all witness

to Jesus Christ as being

for more than a mere

man.

One of the most over-

whelming pieces of evi-

dence is the accuracy of

prophecy ‘in the Bible,

even to this very day.

Jesus Christ fulfilled

countless messages of

prophecy during his ‘life

on earth, particularly lu-

cid are those concerning

his death and resurrec-

tion. The evidence for

Christ's resurrection has

never been satisfactorily

explained away, despite

many attempts. These

are. doomed to failure,

because the facts speak

for themselves, tthey say ©

that Jesus jis who He

said He was, the Son of

God. The facts ‘about

Christ are as solid as

any upon which we do

our scientific research

and yet ‘people

avoid the issue ‘instead

of facing iit head on. This

is in fact further evi-

dence _—ithat

something special.

' The final evidence is '
when a man comes into

a> personal relationship

with ‘Christ, ‘then he can

say ‘‘l know Jesus is
alive today and ioves

me’.

If anyone — seriously

doubts this we suggest,

before wasting ‘more

space in Felix, that they

look very carefully at the

facts with an open and

(for you, Ali) a truly

scientific mind. We wel-
come anybody to come

and talk to us about this

and we will share with

them what we know ‘and

have discovered since

we asked Jesus Christ

into our lives as Saviour

and Lord.

Maurice Moloney Chem

3

Anne Moloney Chem 3

Digby James iChem 3

Christine Little 1.F.

still

Jesus is’

Yours

patronisingly,

ete. |

Sir,

‘Having

the article ‘in your col-

lege magazine on the‘:

‘Historical roots of reli-

gion’ | feel 1 must regis- ,

ter my total disagree-

ment with almost all the

ideas put forward by Mr.

Veall. He appears to have

limited experience of ‘the

deep-seated origins of

religion. It is not a sub-

ject to be summed-up

lightly as Mr. Veati ‘be-

lieves by briefly discus-

sing a few historical oc- |

currences.

Without delving too.

deeply into what | regard

as the truth jin this mat- '

ter (“the truth’ as Oscar

Wilde so rightly says “is |

rarely pure and never.

simple’) so I! ‘would

merely recommend Mr. ,

Veall to read Bethan’s|

‘Analysis of Religion” be- -

fore ‘he discusses ‘this ©

matter again.

Rev. David ‘Harding.

Racism

Sir,

| have just been read-

ing a copy of ‘the recent- | cote people, really, ard

ly published IC ‘Rag Mag.

voice in protest about

one of the articles in--

cluded jn it. aE

Surely, as ‘intelligent’

students, we ‘shoulld ‘be

Striving ‘to break down |

the barriers of racial ‘hat-

exploitation and
| prejudice

created by our “Colonial |

Heritage’. Yet one: item |

in ithe magazine (on page .

22, | believe) blatantly|

red,

that were

sets out to insult Black
People. | wonder what

impression of we so-call- | |
led intellectual and ‘ib-

eral whites ‘this will

leave with ‘some of ‘the | |

overseas ‘students who

are ‘studying at this col- .
lege.

good laugh—and

at the same time; ‘ut

NOT at the expense of

being definitely unchar-

itable to oppressed min-

orities. a

Graham Kerwin.

been shown

| hopefully.

O.K. Let's ‘all have’a

Luv

kisses

Lord Gnome

Eye Publications,

34 Greek Street,
London, W1.

3rd December.

Dear Sir,

With reference to the

publication of a quite ob-

viously bogus correspon-

dence, signed bya Mr.

B. McKenzie, fin your

quite obviously bogus

‘paper’, | beg to inform

you that you will shortly

be hearing from our Sol-

icitors, Messrs. Sue,

Grabbit, and Runne, ‘in

connection with — iin-

fringement of the Copy-

right Act, 1961.

You may or may not

be aware that our Com-

pany ‘has. the Copyright

on, and the sole publica-

tion rights to, the expres-

sions:—

“bangs like a shithouse

door ‘in a gale,”’

and

“a good set of ttop-bol-

| Jocks."’
These quotations are

| the private and very per-

| Sonal property of one

| Barry Humphries, Esq.,

| who wishes to remain

anonymous.

We are quite reason-

the matter completely if

-you print a public apol-

| ogy immediately and pay
imme £267,000 by 6.00

p.m. tomorrow (‘leave it

in docker 238 in the Phy-

sics Department).

Yours faithfully, and

E. Strobes.

pp Lord Gnome.

Gnome VERY Wonderful

Cast-lron Guaranteed

‘Rip Off Company Inc.

Jock Veall

waters the

wrong roots

Sir,

| was much amused ito

read Jock Veall’s exposi-

tion on the ‘Historical

Roots of Religion’. To

describe the article as

‘drivel’ would be pay-

ing it far too great a

compliment for such a

continuous flow of mis-

conceptions. Indeed so

glaring are these miscon-

ceptions that if | were to

be told that Mr. Veall

possessed even the

smallest of ‘brain cells

| would. not hesitate to

accuse him of tibel. For-

tunately no one I’ve met

has suggested that he

has any brain at all so

1 can refer to his errors

as misconceptions.

In ‘his article Mr. Veall

places in block capitals

“Religion is false con-

sciousness’. At first

sight such a statement

seems so meaningless

that it appears to be im-

possible to argue for or

against such a concept.

Perhaps this is his inten-

tion. However, |in reading

the preamble ‘to this

sweeping phrase one

finds him talking of the

‘fundamental contradic-

tions between man and

nature’ as ‘man wanting

to control nature but na-

ture not wanting to be

controlled by man’. This

contradiction we are told

leads to the evolution of

religion. Really?

| shall not go on as |

do not wish to be ‘too cri-

tical so | shall leave the

summary to Mr. Veall

himself. He refers ‘to ‘a

fantastic force outside of

his control’. lt seems

that he was aptly de-

scribing his own capabil-

ity to discuss this ‘topic.

Nigel Foster.

Adventure,

STOIC
TUESDAY, llth DEC. :

12.55 BBC News!

13.00 The Liquidator!

vea| | A film starring Rod Taylor.
let's | | 2

raise money for charity | |

} money lure an ex-army ser- |

seant into a life of killing |

| for MI5. |

women and

£500

for

dead

students
We ‘have now been

able to finalise the ar-

rangements for the

Group Personal Accident

Policy. The position ‘is

as follows:—

With -effect from 1

October, 1973, all stud-

ents who are attending

College on a_ full-time

basis or attending short

post-graduate courses,

are covered under a

Group Personal Accident

Policy. The insurance is

in force 24 hours a day

during term itime so stud-

ents do not have to be

in College or on College

business to be covered.

Students are also ‘insured

while on College or Un-

ion sponsored activities

outside term ‘time, e.g.

field trips, sports tours,

etc.

The policy provides

the following benefits:—

Death £500.

Permanent Total

ablement £2,000:

(For injuries leading

to permanent partial

disablement there is

a pre-arranged scale

of benefits laid dows

with payments made

dependent upon the

severity of the injur-

ies.)

Temporary Total ~ Dis-

ablement £10 per week

Up to a maximum of

104 weeks from the

fifth week of disability

onwards. :

In addition a speciat

discretionary fund op-

erates which enables

the insurers to consid-

er ad hoc payments.

The ‘policy does not

include cover to those

students who participate

in mountaineering, pot-

holing, rock climbing,

caving, gliding, ballloon-

jing, sub aqua and skim

diving, surfing, motor

rallying, judo, karate, go-

kart —— racing, winter

sports, ski-ing, and rifle

and pistol shooting. 4f

the various Union ‘Clubs

require this cover, they

should negotiate direct_

with ‘Endsleigh Insur-

ances (Brokers) ‘Ltd.

Dis-

Petrol rationing

and RCC

In view of tthe present

uncertainty regarding

petrol rationing, R-.C.C.

Transport Sub-Commit-

tee has decided, if rat-

ioning is introduced, ‘to:

a) Control the ‘coupons

for R.C.C. vehicles,

except 4.C.C.A.G's.

vehicle which willl be

the responsibility of

the community ac-

tion group.

Ask every priority

club, ‘to make their

bookings again for

next term, giving ‘an

order of preference

for each trip and an

estimated mileage

(as accurate as pos-

sible).

Restrict priority clubs

to ione or two week-

ends next term, de-

pending on ‘how

--much petrol is allow-

ed per month, and

the distance of their

‘tris.

Try to ensure that

clubs use the ve-

b)

Cc)

d)

transport

hicles as fully as

possible.

e} Only allow other

clubs ‘and private us-

ers to use the veh-
icles if there are any

surplus coupons.

The above proposals

assume that petrol raf-

ioning ‘is introduced on

the system which is at

present being prepared.

If rationing iis ‘intro-

duced ‘immediately after

the issue of coupons is

complete, then ‘the twe

tours planned for the va~

cation will have to be

cancelled, and ‘the ‘coup-

ons saved for next iterm.

If rationing isn't ‘imme-

diately introduced ther

the winter tours will be

allowed to continue, ‘but

the users ‘must ‘keep jm

contact with tthe news-

papers and radio, so at

soon as definite news %
given out they must ‘re-

turn to London.

Gerald Causer

(Sec. R.C.C. Transport}
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