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NATIONAL RENT STRIKE

Why the hell should
we go on a rent strike?

BY NORM SAYLES

| am writing this article in an attempt to clear up some
points of confusion in many people’s minds about the aims
and the realities of a Rent Strike in Imperial College. For
those 300 or so of you who were at the Union Meeting last
Thursday, | don’t wish to bore you with this article as |
shall be re-iterating many of the points which | made in my
speech at the meeting. For ‘the other 3,900 people in Col-
lege, though, | hope my thoughts will be of some impor-
tance.

To begin ‘with, | 'must dispel ‘the misapprehension in
many people’s minds that the aim of the Rent Strike is an
attempt to '‘force’” the College to reduce the rents in Halls
and Houses. This would be a ridiculous move since our
rents are as low as they could possibly be and they
obviously do not need to be made any lower.

In a nutshell, the Rent Strike has been called as a ‘‘rea-
sonable way of expressing our views about the Grants’
system as it stands at the moment’’ (to use a phrase of
Sir Briain’s speech on Commem. Day!). You may say to
yourself: “But what is wrong with the Grants’ system? *’
1 get £520 each year and | can make that last me the whole
30 week session.”” | can assure you, however, that if you
are truly able to say this, then you are one of the very few
members of this College on a full grant. The MAJORITY
of our U.G. Students are MEANS TESTED ii.e.- their grant
is assessed on their parents’ income and if the parents earn
more than £1500 per year, the student’s grant lis drastically
cut. This has several consequences, some of which are as
follows:—

(1) Studenits, who are above the age or majority (18), are
still dependent lto a very great extent on their parents and
as such ‘are very restricted in the way they spend their
granit.

{2) Many parents are assessed on a previous year's salary
and have, since the time of assessment suffered @ serious
depreciation — owing to one cause or another — in their
wage, and therefore, cannot afford to pay the student the
correct amount of money which is required to provide a full
{£520) grant.

{3) Many parents refuse to pay their contribution to the
grant as they do not agree with the way 'their child is run-
ning his/her life.

{4) Many parents decide to use their contribution to pay
for their child to stay at home during the vacations or to
pay for some clothes when the student is at home, or other
sundries such as these. | speak from personal experience
as someone who received a full grant during my three years
in College but whose parents were only too happy to pay
for these additional items. | reckon that | ended up with
about £670 per year instead of £520 and thiis is where the
Means Tested sttudent is losing out again.

From my commenits on the Means Test, | think that most
people would regard it as totally unjust to both students
and parents. What we are calling for is a FULL grant for
ALL and that the money obtained by the Government by
Means Testing be recouped by a minor adjustment in the
taxation system so that the money may be got from the
parents in this way.

If we now go on to look at the other anomalies in the
Grants’ system which only as far as I.C. is concerned, re-
late to "“minority groups’’ in comparison to the widespread
effect of the Means Test, we can recognise 'the following:—
{1) DISCRETIONARY AWARDS. This is a way in which
the LEA's can decide to give a student a grant or not de-
pending upon their own whims. It seems to make no differ-
ence whether the educational establishment is recognised
by the Government or not. It also applies to those students
who find it necessary to do a re-sit year. Even if the par-
ticular college recognised that 'the student had some
peculiar difficulty the previous year and has a right to re-
peat the year, he is not entitled to a grant but, in general,
ts expected to support himself for the year. This problem is
particularly acute in Further Education and Art colleges
‘and, therefore, has a drastic effect upon a large proportion
of the students of thiis country.

{2) MARRIED WOMEN'S GRANTS. Here we have the situ-
ation where a female student who gets married to a non-
student, automaltically has her grant cut by something in
the region of £150 to £200. In this way, a married student
can find herself having to survive on a grant of around

At the NUS conference in Margate, two
weekends ago, a motion calling for a
national rent strike, as opposed to local

or partial ones, was easily passed.

Hot opposition was expected and received from
the NUS executive over this motion, as they had
been’ attempting to decentralise the campaign,

A censure motion wa's carried on the Exec. over
negating their role as the leadership of the NUS.
this question referring primarily to ‘their absence of
leadership in the Nov. 7th march and abortive
Nov. 14th work-in.

Exec. attempted to postpone discussion on the
grants campaign and Chile, two politically very
contentious topics, by introducing hordes of inter-
national and emergency speakers and stretching
out discussion of Steve Parry’s Berlin poster-rip-
ping antics to a phenomenal 4} hours.

Full conference report on page 5.

£295. In the case of a male student who marries, this dis-
crimination does not occur. It is quite concievable that a
student whose wife is earning £2,000 is receiving £520
whereas a female student whose husband is earning £1600
gets only £295. It must be agreed that this is an unjust and
intolerable situation.

(3) Postgraduate lawards — These awards do affect a
great number of the students of this college, and as such
will probably be of great interest. In brief, as an under-
graduate, a person is getting about £15 per week to live on
during term time, but once he becomes qualified, more
mature, and also gains more responsibility as a postgradu-
ate, his grant is slashed from £15 per week to a paltry
£13.40 per week. In anyone’s books this is no less than
an insult to the amount of study which the person has
already done duririg his time in college.

Another very. real problem with the postgraduate grant
for London scholars is that there is absolutely no weighting
to account for the fact that the person will have to pay an
increase of about 50 per cent on food prices overall, 100
per cent increase iin travelling, and also about 100 per cent
increase in the: cost of accommodation.” Although tne
Undergraduate sum of £40 does not go very far in this
present 'day and age, at least it shows that the D.E.S. have
put some thought into the way in which they assess the
Undergraduate grant, whereas fthis thought ‘seems to be
lacking from the Postgraduates.

The final, or at least another of the major anomalies of
the Grants awiarding 'system which | would like to draw
your attention to is the same one as the Rector mentioned
in his speech on Commemoration day, ie. tthe fact that the
basic undergraduate grant is at present at least £100 less
than it should be. | realise that many of us have survived
on 'this basic grant for the past few years, but | am sure
that we would all admit that an increase of £100 in the
Grant whiich we receive would Improve our standard of
living to put us more towards that frame of mind which is
conducive to work. It is iinteresting to note that even Sir
Brian suggested that this increase would put us back to the
level at which the granit was iin 1962.

All the above are reasons why | think that YOU should
support OUR Rent Strike. You may ask ‘“Why a Rent Strike
in support of a Grants campaign?? "’ Well, | will tell you.
This Rent Strike which will be controlled by the students
in residence themselves, is one of the only ways in which
a large majority of our students can show what they feel
about the Grants campaign. This expression of our feelings
will both be meaningful, and also will be a means of cam-
paigning without directly affecting ‘the college. | have been
told that provided the residents give over the money to the
college as soon as 'the Rent Strike is over then the college
will feel very little adverse effect.

From a close examination of the Constitutions which have
been drawn up of the Tenants Association and also the
Rent strike fund, lit lis obvious that the people who will be
controlling the money are the people who actually live in
the residence, and no minoriity groups be they right wing
or left wing will in any way be able to influence the de-
cisions of the Rent strike Tenants Association. The reason
that the control MUST stay in the hands of the Strikers is
so that NO-ONE can tell them what to do, and when they
decide that they wiant ‘to call off the strike then they will

be at perfect liberty to do so.

It has been said that the D.E.S. already knows what the
students of this ‘country really do think about ithe Grants
system, and that nothing which we can do will change what
they think one bit. But the point is that Imperial 'College has
NEVER taken any kind of 'successful action on the problem
of Grants, and thus successful action of this type would
have an even greater effect than if we had been doing this
type of thing every week for the past two years. Sir Brian
has asked us to make our actions reasonable and also sen-
sible, and this is [ think exactly wha't we are doing in this
case, and | would hope that Sir Brian sees it as such.

What | hope to do once the Rent Strike has begun is to
write to Sir Brian asking him to send a letter to Mrs. That-
cher in the D.E.S. asking her to explain 'the inadequacies as
we ‘see fthem, and asking her what action she is proposing
to take during the coming session. Hopefully with the back-
ing of 'the Union behind him, then the action which Sir
Brian may take could possibly have a greater effect upon
the decisions made by the D.E.S.

There are obviously many more questions which need
to be answered about the rent strike, either to clarify what
is happening or to merely try to pull the whole thing to
pieces. May | suggest that if you have.any specific ques-
tions, could you please address them to either Trev Phillips
or to me, and if ithere is sufficient interest in any of the
Halls or houses, either one way or the other, then you
could perhaps ftry to get your 'Warden or one of the sub-
wardens 'to arrange a meeting of.'the Hall/House residents
either towards the end of this term or at the beginning of
next iterm, or even both if you like, to which we could
come along and try to clarify any points which you want
to raiise.

PLEASE support the rent strike, as the only way in which
ft can be made to be anything of 'a success is to get every-
one iin on it. If only a few people come out on strike, then
it is not wort hhaving, but if ithe majority support the
strike, then we have a good chance of airing our views, and
doing our bit fto try and put the Grants system back on the
road which | am sure it was originally designed to follow.

SUPPORT THE RENT STRIKE/SUPPQRT THE GRANTS
CAMPAIGN. :

IT'S EASY? IT HARMS NO-ONE? {T MERELY MAKES
A POKNT VERY CLEARLY. ‘ :

Please help us to help you.

S0C SOC
calls for mass UGMS.

Sir,—I would like to

put forward and to aim

correct certain factions
of students who are sug-
gesting that Soc. Soc.
wants ‘inquorate unrepre-
sentative UGM's to man-
oeuvre the meeting to
their own advantage.
These people are creat-
ing a wgeneral feeling
that the union is simply
a platform for the left
wing fin IC. Please note
that two members of
Soc. Soc. were respon-
sible for distributing
leaflets, ‘advertising the
last UGM ithrough the
physics departments and
refectories, in an effort
to get people to come
along and express their
opinion.

What any union wants
to achieve iis to get stu-
dents to iturn up to
UGM’ to provide a
basis for constructive
criticism of any motion

for a better understand-
ing of ‘the issues in-
volved, to get a broader
foundation for initiating
an improvement in stu-
dent life in its widest
context. Those ideas are
in totality parallel to the
aim of Soc. Soc. and
isnt this what™ every
student wanits the union
to be?

Any member of the
union can put forward a
motion, this motion be-
ing accepted at the dis-
cretion of the chairman.
| hope that many more
people attend the
UGM'’s iin future to vote
on the issues which are
of very limportant rele-
vance to their life in this
college.

J. D. THOMAS
Physics
(Soc. Soc. member)






