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OVER 10,000
~ON MARCH

Over 10,000 students, mainly from Lon-
don but some from further afield, turned
up for the grants demonstration organised
by the London Students Organisation last

Wednesday.

A rally was held at
the Friends, Meeting
House, Euston Square
and speakers included
representatives of
Trade Unions, teachers
and old age pensioners.

The march started at
Malet Street at 3 p.m.
and moved off chanting
slogans - down across
the Waterloo Bridge to
the Department of Edu-

cation and Science
headquarters on the
South bank.

Ringed on all sides
by peacefully plodding
policemen, the march
was uneventful and
well-ordered.

Particularly  vocifer-
ous was the contingent
from the National Union
of School Students
(NUSS) who were well-
equipped with loud-
hailers and led the
_chanting of slogans in
many parts of the
demo. ;

At times the lilting
sopranos of Phillipa
Fawcett College when
not shouting raucous
demands, broke out in
song protesting at the
level of the grants.

The IC contingent
was small and con-
sisted mainly of ‘“the
regulars”. Most of the
numbers for the march
came not from the Col-
leges of the University
of London, but from the
Polytechnics, Teacher

Training Colleges and
Colleges of Further

Education, in and
around London.
A somewhat be-

mused, if sympathetic
response was received
from members of the

public who thronged
the pavements to watch
and were promptly

handed explanatory
bumph by enthusiastic
girl students.

A policeman had to
be specially detailed to
guard a Rolls-Royce
(parked on a yellow
line, mid - afternoon!)
which was inundated
with leaflets from the
demonstration.

King’s College in the
Strand  was greeted
with a chorus of boos
and hisses due to the
large number of scab
students who were
watching out of the
windows but who re-
fused to participate in
the march.

Two delegates from
each College attended
a meeting on the grants
campaign held during
the afternoon. It is not
known whether repre-
sentatives from IC were
there.

The next step in the
fight for the four basic
NUS demands will be a
“work-in”’, organised on
a collegiate basis, to
take place on Novem-
ber 14th.

NUS Secretary acquitted

Steve Parry, Secre-
tary of the NUS, was
arrested, along with
several others including
Tariq Ali, on a demon-
stration in July against
Caetano the Portuguese
Premier.

He was charged with
assault but - acquitted
due to inconsistencies

in the police evidence
on Thursday 1st Nov-
ember.

Tariq Ali  however
was fined £50 despite
photographic evidence
“disproving” the police
case that Ali managed
to assault two con-
stables while holding a
briefcase in his hand.

New Chair
for
Biochem

A second chair has
been instituted in the
Department of  Bio-
chemistry here at IC to
be known as the Rank
Chair of Physiological
Biochemistry. The
Chair will be financed
by the J. Arthur Rank
Group Charity.

It is not known at
present who will take

up the Chair.

UC Give in

The boards inscribed
with the names of past
Presidents, Deputy
Presidents and Honor-
ary Secretaries of Im-
perial College Union
have been returned.

They were wrenched
off the walls of the SCR
in the Union building a
few weeks ago by per-
sons not unlike cer-
tain of the rabble that
claim to inhabit Univer-
sity College Engineer-
ing Department.

Enquiries led by
Deputy President Dave
Sinclair soon revealed
that the above assump-
tion was not a million
miles from the truth.

A telephone call was
duly made by Dave Sin-
clair, in which the pos-
sibility of legal action to
retrieve the boards was
not left unsaid, to the
above-mentioned hoard
of butter-fingered mean-
derthals who know not
the meaning of invio-
late.

The boards were in-
stantly returned last
Wednesday and after
sterilisation will be soon
on show again in all
their gilded spendour.
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Thursday 12.45 p.m/|
in the Great Hall

MASSIVE RESPONSE TO
GRANTS DEMO

UGM

PURPLE PATCH

This week | have decided to write
a totally unpolitical Patch, as | think
that there is a great deal within the
Union which we must begin to ‘sort
out. The main item at the moment is
the behaviour of a great number of
our students at parties and the like.
| have always given students the
benefit of the doubt when it comes
to their behaviour and attitude to
their neighbours, and also those
who are working for the benefit of
the students, but unfortunately,
once one has seen the aftermath of
“Student fun” then one begins to
wonder how thoughtful students
really are.

After a while one expects to see
broken glasses, broken bottles,

some litter and occasionally a little .

damage, but this term we have been
getting into the state of walking up
the staircases amid the stench of
pints of vomit, urine, and when one
enters the toilets finding that some
considerate student has deposited
human excreta upon both the floor
and also the walls. | can, if | try very
hard see that once a person is
pissed and is desperately trying to
impress his friends, that this type of
display could be very funny (Ha.
Ha.) but | think that if this same
person were to find himself with the
unenviable task the following morn-
ing of having to clear up the mess
which he has made, then the situa-
tion would be somewhat different.
We have got to the state at the
moment where the cleaners are
about to refuse to clean any of the
“Student areas’” at all unless some-
thing is done about the obnoxious
conditions in which the rooms are
left. | am not exaggerating when |
say that some of the cleaners have
been known to make themselves ill
by trying to clean the shit and vomit
off the floors after student parties
the previous night. You may say: that
the way of preventing this kind of
trouble re-occurring is to get hold
of the childish prat who is causing
the mess and make him clear it up
once he is sober, but unfortunately,
unless one could 'do a vast amount of
analysis throughout the college,
then it would be very difficult to
trace the owner of the aforesaid ex-
creta. .

| am afraid that if this is becoming
the ‘normal’ way for a student to be-
have, then | would like to recom-
mend to our Academic Affairs
Officer' that he approach the Board
of studies with a view to inserting in
every student’s syllabus a course in
‘Common decency, and how to act
like an adult’.

The problem is not merely one of

filth and squalor. There is also the
problem of noise at parties, and
especially excessive noise after
11.00 at night. | would not doubt
that a party without music would, for
many, be very boring, as -they are
not great conversationalists at the
best of times, but does this noise
really have to begin at around 100
decibels and increase in direct pro-
portion to the amount of alcohol
consumed?

Why should it be that | am getting
on average the threat of one indict-
ment each week either from the
area around the college or from the
area around the Hamlet gardens
flats?? | fail to see why | should be
called from my bed at 12.00 mid-
night 'to quieten a “Party’’ in Hamlet
gardens, and when | phone the flat
there is no one on the other end of
the phone who is capable of answer-
ing the question “Can | speak to
someone in charge of the party”. In
fact one evening last week | spent
almost 20 minutes trying to get
through to the organisers of a party
in Hamlet gardens, and | got no
other reply than from two drunken
buffoons on the other end of the line
trying to chat each other up. This
was, | might add after 12.00 mid-
night.

It might seem obvious to most
sensible students that my accusa-
tions are only aimed at that absolute
minority who seem incapable of con-
ducting their lives in an adult man-
ner.

As a final note to all, by all means
have a good time and get the best
from your time in University, but for
goodness sake, PLEASE consider
those around you, both your fellow
students, your neighbours, and also
those who are working for the good
of the students within the college
(ie. Cleaners etc.).

Unless some drastic re-thinking
on behalf of the organisers of par-
ties etc. is done, the only solution
will be for the Union to take discip-
linary action against those people
who are spoiling the lot of the rest
of the student body. It is unjust for
a minority to influence decisions
against the majority.

As a plea to all the students of the
college, it is in your own interest to
prevent other students from causing
a disturbance in any way. The only
real way of maintaining discipline is
for every student to act as a discip-
line officer, and, keep things under
control. PLEASE HELP US TO HELP
YOU.

NORM.






