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OVER 10,000
~ON MARCH

Over 10,000 students, mainly from Lon-
don but some from further afield, turned
up for the grants demonstration organised
by the London Students Organisation last

Wednesday.

A rally was held at
the Friends, Meeting
House, Euston Square
and speakers included
representatives of
Trade Unions, teachers
and old age pensioners.

The march started at
Malet Street at 3 p.m.
and moved off chanting
slogans - down across
the Waterloo Bridge to
the Department of Edu-

cation and Science
headquarters on the
South bank.

Ringed on all sides
by peacefully plodding
policemen, the march
was uneventful and
well-ordered.

Particularly  vocifer-
ous was the contingent
from the National Union
of School Students
(NUSS) who were well-
equipped with loud-
hailers and led the
_chanting of slogans in
many parts of the
demo. ;

At times the lilting
sopranos of Phillipa
Fawcett College when
not shouting raucous
demands, broke out in
song protesting at the
level of the grants.

The IC contingent
was small and con-
sisted mainly of ‘“the
regulars”. Most of the
numbers for the march
came not from the Col-
leges of the University
of London, but from the
Polytechnics, Teacher

Training Colleges and
Colleges of Further

Education, in and
around London.
A somewhat be-

mused, if sympathetic
response was received
from members of the

public who thronged
the pavements to watch
and were promptly

handed explanatory
bumph by enthusiastic
girl students.

A policeman had to
be specially detailed to
guard a Rolls-Royce
(parked on a yellow
line, mid - afternoon!)
which was inundated
with leaflets from the
demonstration.

King’s College in the
Strand  was greeted
with a chorus of boos
and hisses due to the
large number of scab
students who were
watching out of the
windows but who re-
fused to participate in
the march.

Two delegates from
each College attended
a meeting on the grants
campaign held during
the afternoon. It is not
known whether repre-
sentatives from IC were
there.

The next step in the
fight for the four basic
NUS demands will be a
“work-in”’, organised on
a collegiate basis, to
take place on Novem-
ber 14th.

NUS Secretary acquitted

Steve Parry, Secre-
tary of the NUS, was
arrested, along with
several others including
Tariq Ali, on a demon-
stration in July against
Caetano the Portuguese
Premier.

He was charged with
assault but - acquitted
due to inconsistencies

in the police evidence
on Thursday 1st Nov-
ember.

Tariq Ali  however
was fined £50 despite
photographic evidence
“disproving” the police
case that Ali managed
to assault two con-
stables while holding a
briefcase in his hand.

New Chair
for
Biochem

A second chair has
been instituted in the
Department of  Bio-
chemistry here at IC to
be known as the Rank
Chair of Physiological
Biochemistry. The
Chair will be financed
by the J. Arthur Rank
Group Charity.

It is not known at
present who will take

up the Chair.

UC Give in

The boards inscribed
with the names of past
Presidents, Deputy
Presidents and Honor-
ary Secretaries of Im-
perial College Union
have been returned.

They were wrenched
off the walls of the SCR
in the Union building a
few weeks ago by per-
sons not unlike cer-
tain of the rabble that
claim to inhabit Univer-
sity College Engineer-
ing Department.

Enquiries led by
Deputy President Dave
Sinclair soon revealed
that the above assump-
tion was not a million
miles from the truth.

A telephone call was
duly made by Dave Sin-
clair, in which the pos-
sibility of legal action to
retrieve the boards was
not left unsaid, to the
above-mentioned hoard
of butter-fingered mean-
derthals who know not
the meaning of invio-
late.

The boards were in-
stantly returned last
Wednesday and after
sterilisation will be soon
on show again in all
their gilded spendour.

B o oGS
e

Thursday 12.45 p.m/|
in the Great Hall

MASSIVE RESPONSE TO
GRANTS DEMO

UGM

PURPLE PATCH

This week | have decided to write
a totally unpolitical Patch, as | think
that there is a great deal within the
Union which we must begin to ‘sort
out. The main item at the moment is
the behaviour of a great number of
our students at parties and the like.
| have always given students the
benefit of the doubt when it comes
to their behaviour and attitude to
their neighbours, and also those
who are working for the benefit of
the students, but unfortunately,
once one has seen the aftermath of
“Student fun” then one begins to
wonder how thoughtful students
really are.

After a while one expects to see
broken glasses, broken bottles,

some litter and occasionally a little .

damage, but this term we have been
getting into the state of walking up
the staircases amid the stench of
pints of vomit, urine, and when one
enters the toilets finding that some
considerate student has deposited
human excreta upon both the floor
and also the walls. | can, if | try very
hard see that once a person is
pissed and is desperately trying to
impress his friends, that this type of
display could be very funny (Ha.
Ha.) but | think that if this same
person were to find himself with the
unenviable task the following morn-
ing of having to clear up the mess
which he has made, then the situa-
tion would be somewhat different.
We have got to the state at the
moment where the cleaners are
about to refuse to clean any of the
“Student areas’” at all unless some-
thing is done about the obnoxious
conditions in which the rooms are
left. | am not exaggerating when |
say that some of the cleaners have
been known to make themselves ill
by trying to clean the shit and vomit
off the floors after student parties
the previous night. You may say: that
the way of preventing this kind of
trouble re-occurring is to get hold
of the childish prat who is causing
the mess and make him clear it up
once he is sober, but unfortunately,
unless one could 'do a vast amount of
analysis throughout the college,
then it would be very difficult to
trace the owner of the aforesaid ex-
creta. .

| am afraid that if this is becoming
the ‘normal’ way for a student to be-
have, then | would like to recom-
mend to our Academic Affairs
Officer' that he approach the Board
of studies with a view to inserting in
every student’s syllabus a course in
‘Common decency, and how to act
like an adult’.

The problem is not merely one of

filth and squalor. There is also the
problem of noise at parties, and
especially excessive noise after
11.00 at night. | would not doubt
that a party without music would, for
many, be very boring, as -they are
not great conversationalists at the
best of times, but does this noise
really have to begin at around 100
decibels and increase in direct pro-
portion to the amount of alcohol
consumed?

Why should it be that | am getting
on average the threat of one indict-
ment each week either from the
area around the college or from the
area around the Hamlet gardens
flats?? | fail to see why | should be
called from my bed at 12.00 mid-
night 'to quieten a “Party’’ in Hamlet
gardens, and when | phone the flat
there is no one on the other end of
the phone who is capable of answer-
ing the question “Can | speak to
someone in charge of the party”. In
fact one evening last week | spent
almost 20 minutes trying to get
through to the organisers of a party
in Hamlet gardens, and | got no
other reply than from two drunken
buffoons on the other end of the line
trying to chat each other up. This
was, | might add after 12.00 mid-
night.

It might seem obvious to most
sensible students that my accusa-
tions are only aimed at that absolute
minority who seem incapable of con-
ducting their lives in an adult man-
ner.

As a final note to all, by all means
have a good time and get the best
from your time in University, but for
goodness sake, PLEASE consider
those around you, both your fellow
students, your neighbours, and also
those who are working for the good
of the students within the college
(ie. Cleaners etc.).

Unless some drastic re-thinking
on behalf of the organisers of par-
ties etc. is done, the only solution
will be for the Union to take discip-
linary action against those people
who are spoiling the lot of the rest
of the student body. It is unjust for
a minority to influence decisions
against the majority.

As a plea to all the students of the
college, it is in your own interest to
prevent other students from causing
a disturbance in any way. The only
real way of maintaining discipline is
for every student to act as a discip-
line officer, and, keep things under
control. PLEASE HELP US TO HELP
YOU.

NORM.



FELIX

November 13th, 1973

NUS to fo

" The net result of the

stalinist dominated NUS
exec’s wheelings and
dealings fis now coming
out: Bath University and
Newcastle Polytechnic
have already discussed
motions o disaffiliate
from NUS and murmur-
ings about 'disaffiliation
are growing louder in
many colleges through-
_out the country.

So far none of these
have been passed, al-
though they have neces-
sitated the despatch of,
NUS president John
Randall  t6  colleges
where ‘the murmurings
have grown into an om-
inous rumble from the
right wing to do so.

. Randall turned up at
King’s = on  Thursday
where the first stages of
disaffiliation 'moves are
occurring to ‘try and
quash them. He did not
appear unduly worried
by the sudden emerg-
ence of these right wing
tactics as those motions
which had been tabled
had been kicked out.

What does the NUS
exec think about this?
The story bedins back in
the last stages of Digby
Jack’s reign at the NUS
National Conference in

Exeter, Easter this year
. ... A motion was
tabled by NUS exec to
split off NUS services
(travel, insurance, etc.)
from NUS so that they
were financially inde-

pendent. The reasons for

doing so were stated as
“the existing provision
of NUS services and the
arrangements for their
control are inadequate’’.

However it ‘seemed
strange at the time that
the exec had allocated
one of its two priorities
for the conference order
paper to that apparently
uncontentious motion.

It is clear to all now
that in view of recent

events the NUS exec-

was preparing even at
that stage to conscious-
ly liquidate NUS.
Although it was arg-
ued by the exec fthat to
split the services off
from NUS wmould have
saved NUS from any
financial maladies that
the services might have
collected, in fact quite
the reverse was true: the
splitting ensured that
whatever 'happens - ito
NUS as a political body,
lucrative profitable NUS
services can continue
making ftheir money off
students. i

iThe demonstration
that occurred on Wed-
nesday ‘was spontan-
eously organised by ithe
London Students Organ-
isation (LSO), tthe Lon-

~don area jorganisation of

NUS.

Earlier this year the
exec had thrown out a
motion calling for a
ndtional march, opting
for' local demonstrations
and expressions of “sup-
port for tthe grants cam-
paign to be organised on
an uncentralised local
basis.

To cap it=all the' NUS
even presented 'to fthe
emergency conference,
held at Imperial last
term, a motion calling
for a “‘work{in” to be
held ‘this fterm.

When questioned on
the nature of the ““work-
in" they replied that it
was up to each indivi-
dual college to organise
a “‘do-your-own-thing"
alternative syllabus to
everyday college life.

Desplite ithis vacuity
of 'leadership, 'students
are prepared to fight,
even though the demo on
Wednesday was not or-
ganised nationally by the
NUS, over 10,000 stud-
ents (LBC estimated
15,000) turned up, near-

1d?

ly all from London, to
voiee 'their anger at the
rapidly wvanishing wvalue
of the grant.

The NUS are trying
the disgusting sell-out
tactics of engineers’
leader Hugh Scanlon
who, despite a pile of
telegrams a mile high on
hiis plush desk demand-
ing a national strike of
the AUEW until the
£75,000 fine lis with-
drawn, 'offers no leader-
ship and left it up to
each individual area or-
ganisation ‘to arrange
strikes / stoppages / go
slows/overtime bans or
whatever Ithey like.

This comes as no 'sur-
prise of course as the
Communist Party who
control NUS exec have
been continually exalting
Scanlon (an ex4CP mem-
ber) in the columns of
their paper and covering
up for each betrayal he
has ‘done.

Never before has the
question of leadership
been of such paramount
importance in the Trade
Unions @and ithe NUS.
There is not a squeak of

- objection fto ‘the plum-

meting value of our
grants Visible in the
actions of the NUS exec.
They are preparing quite

consciously to hold back
any struggle of students
that turns into a political
fight against ithe Tory
government. This situa-
tion of politically bank-
rupt leadership is a
stamping 'ground for the
right wing who will use
it to disaffiliate from ‘the

NUS.
‘As 'NUS collapses
round ‘the ears of - the

stalinist NUS exec they
will place the blame on
the students just as lin
Chile 'the .rise to power
of the Junta was ‘the
fault of ithe working and
middle classes there.

Are we ‘to let them get
away with ithis for one
moment llonger? Only
the policy of immediate
cash supplementary
grants tied 'to the student
cost of living index can
maintain our ‘depreciat-
ing standard of living
and yet they refuse to
put forward such a dem-
and to ‘the Triennial
Review or ‘to rally sup-
port for lit among the
students.

The YSSS will cam-
paign most ruthlessly to
expose and replace these
treacherous leaders and
appeals to all students
who are no longer pre-
pared to sit back and
watch the NUS des-
troyed by these enemies
of the student movement
to join them 'in a fight to
defend our grants and
our democratic rights.

Parking Stickers

Il am still in possession
of over 20 parking per-
mits. It seems rather
strange 'that, consider-
ing the llack of official
parking 'space, there are
still people wanting to
come to college by car
and yet not use ‘the col-
lege parking 'that they’ve
been allocated. For the
sake of others who were
unsuccessful in thelir ap-
plications, 1 'think it
only fair that, if these
stickers are not collect-
ed, ‘they will be re-
allocated.

Electricity Supply

You may be aware
from the national press
and radio 'that ‘interrup-
tions 'to supply may take
place due fto 'the power
engineers’ wages dis-
pute. The London Elec-
tricity Board has in-
formed the college that,
although power cuts are
not expected, voltage re-
duction 'may be intro-
duced at any time.

The normal operating
variation of +59% ‘on fthe
normal voltage of 415
volts would, under such
circumstances, not be
maintained. Reductions
of up to —109% (41.5
volts) can be expected
without warning. Conser-
vation of electricity dur-
ing any voltage reduc-
tions will be essential.
The LEB ' have -also

P.A.W.N.O.

warned us that if the sit-
uation deteriorates a
system of planned dis-
connections will be in-
troduced.

If you have ever found
yourself in ‘the middie of
one of our large labora-
tories late at night and a
power failure occurs you
may well find yourself in
a very ticklish sfituation.

This  happened to
some unfortunate people
who found themselves 'in
their department, in dif-
ferent iparts of 'the build-
ing, at about 8.30 p.m.
one night when the
power cable running
alongside the building
site  failed.  Without
torch or matches they
groped their way past ex-
perimental rigs and other
sources 'of danger and
eventually found ‘them-
selves in a pitch dark
corridor. Trying ito re-
member where the stalir-
case was (there being
nothing to give them the
faintest clue) provided
quite a task and it was
10 minutes ©or 'so until
they found it and eventu-
ally got out.

It is, .of  course, al-
ways better if there
are two of you and the
security 'guards know
exactly where you are.
Even if you have not
taken the precaution of
having your own torch
available, security will
eventually come round
to get people out. You

would fthink, of course,
that the battery operat-
ing emergency lighting
would be provided, but
no such luck, merciless
treasury has 'seen 'to that
and the provision of such
matters now is a very
costly business. No, the
solution lis simple, never
work alone after normal
hours. Always make
sure that you sign in and
out at the security post
and if possible carry a
torch or have one at a
known place
desk or hanging up be-
hind the door or where-
ever it is ‘most conven-
ient.

Of course, lif you
happen to be in the lift at
the time, bad luck. The
college maintenance en-
gineers have a routine
emergency drill which
requires ‘them ito check
every lift eventually.

Lady Flowers’ Do

The first of Lady
Flowers’ get togethers is
being ‘held ..at 170
Queens Gate on Thurs-
day,  22nd November.
Beer, soft drinks, snacks
and music will be pro-
vided. Unlike previous
ones, however, males
are being 'invited. If you

‘would like to go please

contact Jen, the Unlion
Clerk and your name will
be added to the list. If
you are female, please
contact Mary Short.
P.A.W.

in  your

AGAPE

Digby James, RC
Broadsheet editor, Jesu
freak and Blible ‘main
liner, is growing eve
more agape at the un
paralleled political tour
moil of today’s society.

Perhaps if he shut hi

mouth for a moment and®rince o %wes.

thought about the conse-
quences of his ramblings
he would realise ‘the hor-
rible implications behind
“Spark’’, the National
Front Students Associa-
tion ‘termly newspaper
appearing on campuses.
A glance at any his-
tory of ithe Hitler Youth
Movement would warn
of the dangers of a friv-
olous approach to ‘“fasc-

re

soC .

Such Naftional-
ist societies have already
been  established at
Goldsmiths College here
in London and in Exeter
University.

| see that your “'christ-
ian”" mouthings are only
skin deep for you are
prepared to offer distri-
bution to a newspaper
whose attitude towards
the quarter or so foreign
students in this college
is anything but the
courtesy and friendli-
ness to which they are
at present accustomed
at I.C.

than a

Seven
attacks
in less

i

month

Life at Leeds Umvel:sl
ity and Polytechniic is an
extremely dangerous
affair. Already 'this tterm
there have been a num-
ber of assaults which
prompted Uniiversity
Union President ‘Andy
Jarosz to warn all female
students not to venture
out alone after dark. H
said: "I find the whole-
situation extremely dan-
gerous”’. v

A month-long city bus
curfew has been im-
posed due to ‘the fre:
quency 'of attacks on
conductors. All buses in
the city stop running at
9 pim.

Det.-Supt. Hobson for
Leeds City Police, said
that Mr. Jarosz’ advice
was good but ‘It is not
something we need to
get alarmed about"’.

Oh, no? Well fthis is
the 'inventory of attacks
that have occurred
within ithe first month: of
this term to Leeds stuid:-
ents: »

Murders: 2.

Assaults: 3.

Attempted murder::1.

Rape: 1.

If that’s nothing to get
alarmed about then per-
haps the bland complac-
ency of Supt. Hobsonis.

Norm Sayles, ICU President :

(The unusual cumulo-nimbus formation
above his head is of unknown origin, but]
always. appears when we print his photos).

¢




November 13th, 1973

FELIX

.age 3

N

10,000 COME OUT

BUT ONLY500STAY

"“"What do we want7’

— ""Higher grants.”’
“When do we want
them?"— " 'now!”’ These

| . cries of desperation rang
| out along ‘the national
grants demonstration
last Wednesday = after-
noon.

| About 10,000 stud-
| . .ents from all over ‘the
country turned up for
the march from Malet
Street to ithe Depart-
ment of Education and
Science building near
Waterloo Station.
Prominent on the
march was a large ban-

ner from the London
Federation of Trades
Councils among the

many thousands of plac-
ards, college banners
and a miserable faded
green banner from the

Young Liberals.

They portrayed -a
large range of political
consciousness: for ex-
ample the cynical radi-

cals from LSE were
shouting “‘Logical posi-
tivism in, in, in!"", a plac-

ard from Phillipa Faw-

cett college read ‘'Stu- ..

dents eat books’ and
those few students from
King's (more than from
IC | might add) that
managed to wrest them-
selves away from their
heavy tomes on theology
were shouting ‘‘General
Strike, Tories Out!"’

But 'they refused to
budge and 'the only con-
cession they made to
the power of the 10,000
students was to add 12
mounted policemen (on
horses) to the already

3-deep layers of men in
blue outside the D. E S
headquarters.

At the rally Max Mor-
ris (of the National
Union of  Teachers)
made the somewhat
cryptic statement that
Margaret Thatcher s
marching resolutely
backwards into the fu-
ture’” after expressing
his ‘“sincere admiration’’
for her only a few weeks
ago.

Speakers also came
from tenants’ move-
ments, ‘trade unionists
and old age pensioners,
but were only listened to
by about 500 students
who engaged at times 'in
furious heckling against
the Stalinists and Lab-
our lefts.

‘the Malet St.

Many students did
not bother about the ’
rally realising the futility
of the rehash of hack-
neyed drivel that has
been flung at them every
time so far, and vyet
which has won them a
munificent 59, grant cut.

However on the basic
questicn of higher
grants, despite: the

efforts of NUS 'to ensure
that not many people
turn up by late publicity
and bad organisation
(there was only veteran
Stalinist and TV starlet
Judy Cotter to organise
demo),
10,000 students turned
up mainly from teacher
training and the smaller
colleges to show their
determination to fight for
higher grants.

OL

N.B. accordmg to the

“Evening . News’® the
number on the demo was
7,500, the source of
this discrepancy might
have something to do
with  the following . . .
Frances the NUS Press
Officer asked a police-
man how many people
he estimated were on
the demo, his reply was
“about 10,000.” How-
ever when he saw her
go' into a telephone box
to make a call he dived
in after her and presum-
ing her to be a journal-
ist said that if she was
calling - her newspaper
then she'd better say
7.,000!

The Guardian’s repor-
ter: was not waylaid in
this way and said that
about 10,000 students
were there.

ISTEN

was  singularly
well represented there
with a massive turn-out
of 15, well done, that’s
one in the eye for St.
John Stevas!

After all the exhorta-
tions from Pres. Norm
Sayles in last week’s
Purple Patch, to make
sure the demo lis well
supported, NONE of the
Union Exec. joined the
demo.

Students must realize
that the NUS leadership
in the coming period
will fight tooth and nail
to head off any struggle
which must of necessity
become a fight against
this Government. This
will be further borne out
by their motions and
amendments 'in the NUS
Margate Conference.

sz

HIGHER GRANTS FOR
POSTGRADUATES

Sign the Petition!

We, as members of
Imperial College, feel
that we must add our
voice to those who have
spoken up about the
present anomaly of the
Post Graduate grant.

For Post Graduates in
London, the problem is
particularly acute. Ever
since the London
weighting was abolished
in 1962 by ‘the upgrad-
ing of the award for all
other PG students in
the country, the real
value of the award has

been allowed to fall to
the point where London
PG students are unable
to live  within their
means.

~ The Ashby report of
1962 stated that the PG
grant should be sufficient
to allow a PG student to
enjoy a standard of liv-

ing higher than that of
a typical undergraduate.
All we ask is that the
PG grant be tied to the
UG grant by the ratios
proposed by NUS, so
that account is taken for
the fact that PG students
have to pay for food,
clothing and accommo-
dation for all 52 weeks
of the year. This should
allow a PG to enjoy the
same standard of living
as a UG as well as auto-
matically providing a
London weighting, a
benefit enjoyed by all
other members of the
University.

Those who state that
the present low level of
grants is fair because
the PG grant is not
means tested should re-
member that parents
have already financed
their children for 3 years
as UG's. Surely this
support should not be
increased to 6 years?

PG students carry out

a major proportion of
the research carried out
in British Universities.
This contribution should
be acknowledged by a
major revision of the lev-
el of the grant for the
next triennium.

PETITION WORDING

The undersigned call
upon the DES to make it
part of their policy to
include a London allow-
ance in the awards to all
persons studying for
higher degrees who are
registered as students of
the colleges and schools
of London University
and all colleges in the
Greater London area.

This is a copy of a
petition for higher post-
graduate grants. It is to
be signed by all ICPGS
and hopefully by Sir
Brian as well.

Open

For the attention of
Messrs. Corbyn, East
and Veall:—

What does CEFE con-
sider are a person’s bas-
ic rights? Does the
"'freedom’’ of socialism
allow a man freedom to
hold his own idealism,

Letter to CEFE

e.g. have a religion
(which a socialist should
consider reactionary and
illusory.)

If the answer is "‘yes”’
then explain the action
of all known communist
regimes against ideal-
ism.

If the answer is ‘‘no"

then please  explain
whether (a) secialism is
an ideal around which
men must be moulded,
i.e. claiming to be abso-
lute truth therefore ideal-
ism); (b) socialism is an
ideal to be moulded by
man, the material world
etc.

MAURICE MOLONEY

Editor’s reply to the open
- letter to CEFE

CEFE's ideas of a
person’s basic rights are
somewhat confused as
they have no concept of
""democratic rights”’, i.e.
those rights which have
been won by. the work-
ing class inthe course of
struggle like the right to
strike, the right to a free
nationalised health ser-
vice, the right to a de-
cent standard of living,
etc. There are: no such
things as rights as
things in themselves,
only rights that are won
in continual struggle
against the exploiting
class, and that are only
defended in  further
struggle, which in cer-
tain periods, must as-
sume a revolutionary
character and result in
the overthrow of the ex-
ploiting class and the
setting up of the dicta-
torship of the exploited
class.

Freedom—? What is
freedom? Is freedom the
ability to jump out of a
tenth storey window?
No, ‘‘freedom is ‘the
appreciation of neces-
sity’” as Engels put it,
and by that he meant
that subject as we are to
laws of nature, e.g. grav-
ity, disease, etc., free-
dom is the recognition
of the necessity of those
laws, i.e. of their objec-
tive character. It is by
recognising the neces-
sity of the law of grav-
ity, i.e. its action inde-
pendent of our will, that
enables us to ‘‘over-
come’’ it by the use of
aeroplanes, etc., i.e. by
the recognition of furth-
er necessities (laws) of
nature.

Engels writing the
introduction to the
“*Civil War in France’’ by
Karl Marx points out that
the Communards (of the
Paris Commune of 1871)

correctly abolished all
tinks between the church
and the state: they real-
tsed ““that in relation to
the state, religion is a
purely - private matter”’.
That is of course com-
pletely necessary — the
idealist’ philosophies
spring historically out of
scarcity  and play an
extremely reactionary
role in any political sit-
uation ‘and ‘cannot there-
fore be supported by a
workers’ state. As social-
ism alone can release
and co-ordinate the pre-
sently available produc-
tive power and abolish
scarcity—idealism will
disappear in a similar
way to the early Chartist
movement which sprang
out of poverty and ended
through prosperity.

In the schools, of
course, a dialectical
materialist approach will
be used ‘towards every
subject and the only re-
ligion that will be taught
will be comparative re-
ligion taught in a dialec-
tical materialist ap-
proach as part of man’s
social pre-history.

The communist reg-
ime’s action against re-

ligion as “‘exposed” in
the current issue of
“"Voice’' arises out of

the need to combat any
return 1o idealism in
times of hardship during
the period of the dictat-
orship of the proletariat
—for et will not solve
the problems.

The present ‘‘com-
munist’’ regimes are not
even ‘socialist in the
marxist sense of ‘the
word, end have to be
described scientifically
as degenerated workers’
states, where the stalin-
ist bureaucracies are in a
similar position between
the West and the East-
ern working class as the
Trade

Union bureauc-,

racy in this country is
between the Tories and
the  British - working
class.

Arising out of that
economic position (the
stalinist ~ bureaucracy)
only certain economic
gains are possible and
these are only limited
ones. This produces a
lessening of ithe gains of
the working class (than
are actually possible)
and also because this
naturally ‘involves not
fighting for an wunder-
standing of dialectical
materialism within ‘%he
working class — iideal-
ism gains a hold and‘has
to be viciously sup-
pressed.

Although the answer
is in a limited sense
“yes’" your conception
of socialism is (of
course) ‘incorrect. Soc-
ialism is not an ideal in
the sense of a utopia. It
is a stage of social
organisation of man-
kind which is necessary
to run 'the present pro-
ductive forces and devel-
op them further. it is no
more permanent ‘than
was feudalism or slave
societies or the capifal-
ist mode of commodity
production.

The urgency of the
fight for socialism today
arises out of the econ-
omic crisis, caused by
the -contradictions inher-
ent within capitalism,
waich must resolve it-
self in fascism or social-
ism. ;

Having crasped t-at
and decided upon fig. t-
ing for socialism, then
the means, tactics, strat-
egy, etc., for that fight
can only be arrived at
out of a dialectical mat-
erialist approach to the
class struggle and its
history.

All other means rasult
in fascism.



Page 4 FELIX November 13th, 1973
Additi
itional ACC
BFV!EW %
) S Colours for 1972/73
A.F.C. (Football)
, MUSIC Ful Hal
Neil Young Stagnant and harp after leaving dion and harmonies port with the audience I\D/I.é\aﬂrc(e)gnvey g Ezt\ssrds
It was a very dis- the stage and returning from Nils Lofgren. who remained hopeful e : al :
appointed audience that for an encore. This Some other numbers and frustrated, indeed : M. Manning
left the,k Rainbow last strange act of petulance played were ‘Tonight's several people even Social R. Kill
Monday evening after a or sarcasm came after the night’ which opened walked out in disgust A. Peterson |. Postlethwaite
disjointed and boring only 40 minutes in which the set and was inex- and protest. | realise I. Hyslop |. Bell
performance by Neil he had commented on plicably played again that he must be bored A Ranaer :
Young. Too much talk the silence of the audi- later on, ‘Albuquerque’ with playing material - ‘g
and not enough music, ence (what did he ex- and Cowgirl in the Sand from ‘After the Gold- R. Carby
was, | think, the general pect?) and had given up —(the final number)— rush’ and ‘Harvest’ J. Carruthers
opinion and what was one of his lengthy, in- which contained a long which are in his past, R. Barley
played, included none volved introductions due and chaotic double lead but | think that there is
of his best material. to shout of ‘Rock and guitar jam from Young a lack of new songs in Croquet Club
At least three quar- Roll’, ‘Southern Man’ and Lofgren. his present. Do the two q
ters of his performance and ‘Ohio’ from the au- At ti s albums of live material, Full
was backed by Crazy dience. The only really OGS 119 WaS AU10- ol fapes plus a few D. Rossell (eo)
Horse (now renamed positively —memorable 9ant and cyn.cal and it o\, gongs indicate J. Fjontaft
the  Santa Monica number was ‘Please was difficult to tell when ¢, 1y
: 2 : ; : gnation?
Fliers) and he only take my advice’ which he was being serious. Fencin
played acoustic guitar was backed by accor- He established no rap- Very sad. Palantirion. Fﬁllc' g Half
: J. F. Tysun L. Boyd
: BOOI(S (eo ra) G. Kolbe
IN A FREE STATE come the exploited. so, for V. S. Naipaul's through Africa with two S. Thompson R. Gomez
V. S. Naipaul Exploitation and the writing is, as always, English expatriots.
Penguin 35p part of the underdog economical, and his Though projected Lacrosse
In a Free State it is serve to connect the five characterisation fault- through these charac- Full Half
axiomatic that men tightly-drawn pieces in less. Without effort, we ters, our picture is not P. Spooner S. Norris
§f should be able to this welcome addition consider a proud tramp affected or distorted; (eo) A. J. Hallett
change their roles, but to the Penguin library. on a steame: lrip, feel people act as we would L. Clark e
rarely is it openly re- The story was awarded the problems of an In- expect them to, and al- - Liar (ra)
cognised that the ex- the Booker Prize in dian immigrant in West- though their behaviour R. J.
ploiter will probably be- 1971, and deservedly ern Society, and drive (continued page 5) Strangeway
: : A. Treasure
J. Katzberg
- ' (ra)
Following our ex- sive amount of blood steeper hills near Wye station to catch the last Ties may be purchased from the
tremely narrow defeat flowing from his College and for such a train home. Bookshop.
at the hands of the Met. wounds. Speaking of de- terrain it was surprising Wednesday we went | [ - :
Police (6 to count, the partures, our journey to there were no bodies 5 Thames Poly and i
police having the first 7 Wye was not without in- strewn about the route continued our unbeliev- | |
finishers) the . Cross cident. Having to after the race, but even gple success. Teams A | |
Country Club set off to change trains at Ash- Dave Jones and Pete anq B beating Thames
the middle of Kent for ford we had been in- Johnson finished, beat- poly who were hotly azz u
a change of air and a formed that there would ing the last two of the pyrsued by I.C. W-nkers
race against Wye Col- be three minutes be- five Wye runners. For ‘choose from the fol-
lege- Not only was there tween trains. lan Ellis some reason the results |owing letters a, e, i, o, | | Concert:
a change of air but also (not lIris) optimistic were worked out includ- u) with Pad Don'ne'lly’ as | | 2
a dramatic change of at the punctuality of BR ing 6 of our runners in  gnchor man (no, “not ! S
result, for both our thought toansweracall a team and only 5 of W.nchor man) in a cool | | at., 17th Nov., 8.00 p.m.
teams beat Wye's sin- of nature and emerged theirs: this was swiftly 40 minutes. There were MICHAEL GARRICK SEXTET with
gle team though only to see the train gather- corrected. no “hopleés inefficien- Norma Winstone in the Biology
because they were less ing speed. Fortunately, After the race and (jgg” that day but Dave | | Common Room
fit than we. For the first the train stopped, some hotly (if not well) Houibrooke did manage | | Admission 30/40p
time ever we put on a though whether this was contested games of bar 5 <james Bond' leap 3 ‘
team finish with our first in response to lan’s cry billiards we took partin 44 tg g moving train at | |
four runners Rob, lan, of “come back” or be- a torch—(real flame)— Ejtham Well Hall into ‘
Paul and Alf, so far cause a door of the light procession up an- iha wrong  carriage. ‘ Sunday Sessions:
ahead that they waited train had been flung other long and steep hill Something similar to a | |
for each other and fin- open by Keith anticipat- to a large bonfire party game of football took | | Free! in the Union Lower Lounge
ished together, and be- ing his leaping aboard = where there were fire- place before the race | | ey :
hind the next Wye run- (though lan was run- works, some of which hich has now been | | with bar open.
ner were, Steve and ning in the opposite went ‘wheeu' all by a4opted as our substi- | | 18th Nov. EMBRYO
Keith with no chance of direction to the train) is themselves. Then there tte for a warm up . 25th Nov. SAY NO MORE
being caught or catch- not yet established. (It was a hurried return to paye Payne would tike I 1 2nd Dec. LEF
ing up sojthey too ran . is rumoured that lan the bar, only to find it 5 pa mentioned. (Does 9th Dec. SAY NO MORE
in together. Another has been reading a open, where festivities j; hurt?) s b 8.30
new departure was book: “101 ways to continued well into the ' tart about 8.30.
Paul’s short cut through Star”, and this may ...) night, or at least until i
a thorn bush and he The course was up and 10.30 p.m. when we had Toulstaonael), \
finished with an impres- down several of the to stagger back to the G. Imp. J

A wEE‘K IN THE LIFE  of ‘M'.‘.‘ ‘&

BEILLEB [E o R A

AT AN €.C.U. &. ™. THG
STUDENTS FoRf; Y&ENSGLVG(

MOTIONS

VARIOUS PROCEQURAL
/mc MAOE. . |

FACES

[THE VSUVAL FAMOVS
MARKE *HE
Viyee sPet(HlS

Purece Crae.

UNTIL
Vot

RINMALLY THE
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From EMPIRICAL coLLEeE, VERY LaATe
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“I DO NOT MINCE” MICE PIE

SHOCI{ REVELATION The College is facing will always return if waste paper baskets

a minor invasion of mice, food is available for (dustbins can be found

FROM GAYSOC

Dearest Darling Editor,

What a gorgeous bul-
letin you have — and
it’'s only been out twice!
— love it to death !

Well then, I've had
the loveliest thought,
and rather than fret keep-
ing secrets | said to my-
self, ““Juicy, darling, you
simply must write and
tell someone’. Well,
dears, it all started the
other daysie-waysie, just
like this:

After innocently min-
cing round the lab (look-
ing a few of the boys up

. . and down) | slid

A REPLY TO
“JUICY”

Dear Editor,

My first reaction upon
reading the above letter
was to dismiss it as the
rather childish pile of
drivel it evidently is. It
is hard to see exactly
whats its purpose is. It
can hardly be designed
to bolster the author’s
ego since he somehow
neglected to sign his real
name at the bottom, and
viewed as humour it is
over worked, pretentious
and downright tired.
Which ever way you look
at it, it doesn’t say much
for the mentality lurking
around somewhere at its
point of origin.

However, on reflec-
tion | realised that it
effectively illustrates a
rather distressing trend
in society as a whole.
This is the widespread
attitude that the homo-
sexual is automatically
funny. Now |I'm sure we
all know and love (if
you'll pardon the expres-
sion) Kenpeth Williams
and his particular brand
of humour, (I'll do my
best to ignore Dick
Emery and his particular
brand of ‘humour), but
he does perpetuate the
idea of the camp ''ster-
eotype’’ that exists only
as a small minority of
the gay scene, and he is,

into a . ...stool, slowly
(at first) to rest my poor
footsies, when | thought,
“"Oooh! If only | could
get it out in the open!”
So | ripped off my figure-
hugging white jacket (it
really brings out my pos-
ture!) and simply flew
back to my room for a
cold shower! After dry-
ing myself, slowly, (at
first) , | wrote down this
teeny-weeny note, seal-
ed it with a big kiss and
sent it to that ever so
BUTCH-looking Editor of
Felix.

Here it is again, dears:
“If any of you boys

when all is said and

“done, harmful, in that it's

difficult to see what pro-
gress Gay Rights can
make whilst this attitude
persists (note to Mr.
Withers: It was this that
| was, at the Chemistry
Freshers’ Dinner, rather
ineptly trying to discuss
with Dr. Phillips when he
was whisked off before |
could make my point
properly. Also | found it
necessary to relieve my
bladder ONCE before
the loyal toast, but | do
apologise for any fail-
ings there may be in my
sense of humour, and
sense of good manners).

Well, enough of this
frivolity. 1'd like to take
this opportunity to cover
a serious matter. To the
character who's been
wandering round the
College taking down our
(Gaysoc) notices:

I‘'m sure that you de-

rive a real sense of pride-

and well-being from the
knowledge that you're
really doing your bit to-
wards ruining three mil-
lion of your compatriots’
lives, but I'm afraid that
| cannot share your point
of view, and feel com-
pelled to do all in my
power to frustrate your
efforts. It may cost me a
mint in time and dyeline
paper, but every notice
will be replaced as many
times as it proves nec-

would like to join a
special club, just pop
round to my place, after
six and we’ll fix you up.
There will be all the old
favourites like ‘‘Swap-
ping telephone numbers”’
and we've even arranged
tights parties! . . . Isn’t
it just wicked! We’ll all
have a super time, and
don’t fret, | used to be
nervous too (at first) "".

Well, that’s all for
now dears. Don't forget,
do try and make it. (All
the others will).

Love and kisses,
Juicy xxx

essary, and 1I'd hazard a
guess that |'ve far more
patience and persever-
ance than you can mus-
ter. If you do feel com-
pelled to make a stand
against our ““moral dec-
adence’’ (excuse me a
moment while | just rinse
the nasty taste out of my
mouth), then I'd ask you
to submit an article to
“Felix’’ stating the case
for Bigotry, but  do
please sign it. I've no
wish to soil my hands
replying to anonymous
letters. Otherwise keep
your filthy' fingers off
other people’s property
and vyour interfering
nose out of other
people’s private affairs.
(Incidentally, you missed
the one in the Haldane
Library).” | do seem to
have departed from the
tone that a letter to the
Editor should take, but
I'm certainly not going
to stop writing it now!

One last point (if you
haven’t already heard) :
Anyone (male or female,
straight or gay) who's
interested in joining the
1.C. Gaysoc should get
in touch with me as soon
as possible.

Love and peace,

Soup run
10 p.m.
11 p.m.

ICCAG

Selkirk kitchen
Union Arch

DAVE DUCE
(note the spelling)
Chemistry 1
P.S. — 1| DO NOT
MINCE 1 1]
Friday

On Wednesdays the time is an hour earlier at the same places.

Playgroup
2.0 p.1n.
3.30 p:ny

(Help is particularly needed on Wednesdays)
Committee Meeting (open to all)
Thursday 15th Nov. 1 p.m. ICCAG office.

Union Arch Saturday and Sunday.
Union Arch Wednesdays

Sir,

Reference—Review of
Yehudi Menuhin’s Well-
soc Lecture ‘‘'The Art
and Science of playing

LETTER

the Violin"" in your Nov.
6 issue.

Is H.T. Koanantakool
trying to be funny when
he refers to Ravi Shan-

\

kar as “"Gravish Anka’’?
Yours,
J.-P.-Singh,
Mech. Eng.
Nov. 8, 1973.

BOOKS

(cont. from page 4)
is often inexplicable, we
can see that in the cir-
cumstances it is inevit-
able.

As a portrayal of re-

volt and difference as
ceen now by the ordin-
ary man, the book is a
valuable piece of docu-
mentation, yet it offers
little in the way of a
solution or hope for the
future. By its very ambi-

guousness the problem
of different racial out-
looks defies definition
. . ..and hopefully so, for
once it has been accur-
ately defined there will
be no room left for
understanding. CANDI

beetles and other pests.
To deal with them effect-
ively a contract has been
placed with a firm of
pest control experts and
over the past few weeks
you may have seen evi-
dence of their work.
Although these pests
can be eliminated they

them. To assist the Col-
lege it is essential that
no food is left exposed
— it should always be
kept in a metal or plas-
tic sealed container.
Papers which once con-
tained food should be
disposed of in lidded
dustbins and not in

in your nearest kitchen}.

It is only by individual
co-operation "that pests
can be controlled. If you
see any pests, please re-
port them by ringing
INT. 3954 — but make
absolutely sure that you
are not actually feeding
them !

QUOTE OF THE MINUTE

“Amnesty International : the guys trying to do me out of a job"
— Mid Pete Thomas R.N.

Well, he thought it was funny.

NUS TRAVEL—SAVE ££’s

Students can now save
up to 68 per cent on ord-
inary fares to 32 coun-
tries. The savings are
on the student flights,
trains and shipping ser-
vices listed in the NUS
Travel Winter pro-
gramme Student Travel-
ler which is available
from student travel offi-
ces and student unions.

Student flight bargains
include London - Milan
for £12.50, London-Zur-
ich for £13.00 and Edin-
burgh-Paris for £11.00.
These are not normal
scheduled services but
aircraft specially char-

tered from leading air-
lines. Student trains run
to most European cities
and there are North Sea,
Irish Channel, and Med-
iterranean shipping re-
ductions. Also included
in the 40 page brochure
are accommodation
arrangements, travel in-
surance and student con-
cessions on British Rail
connections.

The full range of
cheap fares is only open
to full-time school and
college students aged
16-30, but other groups
also benefit. Teachers,
lecturers, student nurses

and young people under
21 can use student trains
and most shipping ser-
vices, while under a new
Government ruling stud-
ent nurses can travel on
student flights to Israel.

NUS Travel is a sub-
sidiary of the National
Union of Students, and
was used by over

300,000 students and-

young people last year
Founded in 1922, it is
now the largest student

travel bureau in the
world.
Further information :

Jim Talbot 01-404 5041.

IMPERIAL COLLEGE
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
SIBELIUS : Symphony No. 2 in D
ELGAR : Cello Concerto
BRAHMS : Academic Festival Overture
MOZART : Masonic Funeral Music

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14th, 1973

at 8.00 p.m.

in

THE GREAT HALL, IMPERIAL COLLEGE
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College Union,

Prince Consort

Road, London SW7 2BB;

telephone :

01-589 5111 ext. 2229 (P.0.), 2881 (int.). Messages to ext 2154 (P.0.},
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Founding Conference

of the Workers
Revolutionary Party

Present at the Odeon,
Hammersmith, last Sun-
day were 3,000 trade
unionists, youth, house-
wives and students for
the Founding Conference
of the Revolutionary
Party in Britain.

There delegates and
members from all over
Britain pledged them-
selves to fight uncom-
promisingly to build the
Revolutionary Party and
take the working class to
power.

One of the first steps
that the Workers Revo-
lutionary Party, as it was
named, took was to affi-
liate to that International
Committee of the Fourth
International as the Bri-
tish section thereof.

In his political report
National Secretary Gerry
Healy stressed ''never
perore N history nhave
we had a period such as
today when the weorking
class internationally is
coming forward to de-
tend its rights and liv-
iy standards and enter-
ing into conflict with its
Governments . . due
to the rapidly deepening
economig crisis’’.

He pointed out that in
such a situation the
question of leadership is
paramount and that
building of a revelution-
ary leadership to fight to
take the working class to

power is the most urgent
task facing everyone in
Britain today.

A discussion on the
report took place with
many delegates empha-
sising the need to re-
move the Tory govern-
ment which was attack-
ing their living standards
urged on by the worsen-
ing economic crisis, and
the betrayals of the pre-
sent TU and Labour lead-
ership in every situation
confronting the working
class today.

In the evening a play
“"Moscow Trials’”® was
performed by Socialist
Labour League actors,
musicians and sympa-
thisers to set the record
straight for events after
the successful Russian
Revolution of 1917.

The trials which were
the most gigantic frame
up in all history execut-
ed most of the Bolshevik
leaders as agents of a
“Trotskyite - Zinovievite
Terrorist Conspiracy’".

Organised by Stalin
they enabled him to des-
troy all opposition to the
formation of the Stalinist
bureaucracy which
usurped the political
power of the working
class and established
themselves as a ruling
caste in Russian society.

The betrayals of the
worldwide Communist
Parties which necessar-

ily occurred from the
politics of its Kremlin
based leadership were
also stressed.

A party building fund
of £100,000 was an-
nounced as complete
after an excellent collec-
tion at the conference.

As well as the daily
""Workers Press’” the
weekly youth newspaper
““Keep Left”" two new
monthly papers have
been added to reach out
into specific sections of
the working class to
fight for the building of
a revolutionary leader-
ship: “The Entertainer”
and ""Miners News'’ for
the entertainments in-
dustry and the miners.

The establishment of
this Revolutionary Party
is a complete vindica-
tion of the correctness
of Trotskyism and is only
the first of many
they will be built in all
countries in the world to
fight for the internation-
al dictatorship of the
proletariat.

As Trotsky said: “I
am sure of ‘the victory
of the Fourth Internation-
al — go forward!”’

Students and workers
everywhere in all profes-
sions are urged to take
up the challenge to fight
to build this revolution-
ary leadership and join
the Workers Revolution-
ary Party.

'NOVEMBER 14th 1973

i A day which will
pluck at the heartstrings
of that small minority of
relics from feudalism —
the monarchists.

It is of course the day
that Princess Anne will
pledge her troth to Cap-
tain. Mark Phillips. As
has already been pub-
licised widely in the gut-
ter press and Felix has
no qualms at repeating
it; Princess Anne will
have ‘‘to promise to
obey etc.”' Mark Phillips
during the ceremeny, but
he is only a Captain in
his regiment whereas
she is a Colonel in hers.
What a precedent for in-
subordinationt

Back to reality, how-
ever . . November 14
is also the day of the
little publicised, still less
understood, still less
liked NUS work-in. NUS
have decided not to
change the date and the
Windsors certainly won’t

so there will be a clash
but as John Randall ex-
plains: '

“If it makes any dif-
ference at all, we are
pleased rather than dis-
pleased that the much-
publicised Phillips -
Windsor wedding is tak-
ing place on the same
day as students are de-
monstrating about
grants. It enables us dra-

matically to draw atten-
tion to certain injustices
in our society which it
would be appropriate to
bring to the notice of as
many people as possible
on November 14th"".

He was referring to
the discrepancy between
the financial situation of
a female student before
and after marriage and
that of an average Bri-
tish Princess.

Married female

student
Income before
marriage of £520 p.a.,
generally less

Income after Income almost

marriage halved, maximum
£320 p.a.
Rent £8.50 p.w. (aver-

age quoted by

London Univ.

Lodgings Bureau)
Type of accom- Bedsit; room in
modation

shared flat

Hall of Residence;

Married female
princess

Absolute maximum £15,000 p.a.

Income more than
doubled, £35,000
p.a.

£8 p.w.

House: 9 rooms,
2 bathrooms, %
acre grounds

THE GREEN-RED
“REVOLUTION” (II)

Once upon a time
man had no other means
of transportation than his
own feet. He had to
choose the easiest way
through his environment
when he wanted to move
around. Occasionally he
would have to remove
stones, plants or trees to
facilitate his transporta-
tion or that of his goods.
This was decided by
him alone (or in small
social groups) so that
the same people that
would work would bene-
fit of the results.

Nowadays road build-
ers, car makers, etc. (i.e.
scientists and engin-
eers) are not controlled
by human decision, in
fact, they are not con-
trolled at all, but they
are encouraged to grow
indefinitely by the arti-
ficial profit system. What
makes things even
worse is that travellers
or commuters are also
encouraged to move
more and faster by the
artificial profit system,
either directly (travel
agents, British Rail ad-
verts, etc.) or indirectly
(faster moving means
more business) . In other
words the situation is
completely out of con-
trol and there is no re-
cognised way of telling
whether we have very
little, enough or too
much or too fast move-
ment; worse than that,
by definition, we have
too little, and this is sup-
posed to apply forever!

and even worse, we
don’t aobject to it! But
how are we at I.C. in-

volved in this systematic
blind pursuit?

Let's look at one of
the products of the kind
of science and techno-
logy we are normally
pursuing at |.C.

If “"Concorde’” ever

comes into service, it
will bring to a few. a fas-
ter rhythm of life, and
because of the nature of
our present social sys-
tem, it will bring them
privilege. This also
means a disadvantage
for those who don't use
it, who will eventually
come to demand its use,
knowing that this way of
reducing the privilege
gap is more feasible
than the other alterna-
tive, i.e. trying to stop
Concorde once it's
brought into wuse. In
other words, social ad-
diction to the new crea-
ture. This means that the
"advantages’’ (if ‘there
are any) of this plane
would really come to the
people when its use was
widely spread (which
would be a long way
ahead) time by which
another similar invention
would appear, discrim-
inating the majority and
repeating the cycle. That
is, in the meantime (i.e.
always) the majority of
people would suffer from
discrimination and an
unsatisfied need. This
happens because the
plane is designed to cre-
ate a necessity for all,
and its creation was
motivated by profits and
by the same uncontrol-
led - growth - maniac -
mad-race-dead -
circle.

This plane is no revo-
lutionary thing, but the
logical by-product of
continuing our old
trends of building what-
ever can be built as long
as we can create a de-
mand for it, and in the
absence of a humane
system controlling both
the “"supply and demand
of transportation’’ which
by the way is now re-
garded as purely econ-
omic commodity (fam-

iliar?).

This fits very well
into the definition of the
Green-Red, ‘’Revolution’’
that | gave in the last
issue of “Felix'’, namely
the systematic substitu-
tion of man’s abilities,
senses and mechanisms
by institutions, organis-
ations, machines or ap-
paratus, that lead to the
gradual atrophy of the
formers and addiction to
or dependence on the
latters, with the conse-
quent control or manip-
ulation of human masses
and finally leading to
some kind of enslave-
ment.

The worst part of the
story is that we at |.C.
(supposed to: be going
to build the world of to-
morrow, etc. . . . ) are
compelled to co-operate.
This is done by pre-
packaged curricula, pre-
defined professions,
monopoly of degrees
and qualifications,
monopoly of information
and learning tools in uni-
versities and colleges,
monopoly of privileges
for those who consume
m o r e institutionalized
“‘education’’, fragment-
ing and specialising (i.e.
lengthening) fields of
study, thus restricting
our view of the world,
labelling taboo the mix-
ing of science or tech-
nology with politics, eco-
logy, sociology, etc., etc.

But even worse:is that
nobody can be held res-
ponsible for all this,
moreover | can't imag-
ine anybody (or a group)
so clever and destruc-
tive to have implemented
such a system, and yet
pass unnoticed. Thus, it
seems, that the only
""guilty’’ persons that we
can find are ourselves
for not stopping such
situation; but are we too

impotent already? . . . .
J. AGUIRRE Civ.Eng.

DISAFFILIATION MOVES
by BATH UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS UNION

In a non-policy making
debate at Bath Univer-
sity last week a motion
to disaffiliate from NUS
was proposed by Presi-
dent John Kiddey.

Kiddey said that NUS
conferences were too
pre-occupied with Chile
and Northern Ireland,
“issues not relevant to
students’’. He said that
not enough discussion
was spent on education

and student welfare.

NUS President John
Randall spoke against
the motion saying that
the correct thing for Bath
to do was to stay within
NUS and fight to get
motions of interest to it
prioritised at NUS con-
ferences.

He failed to point out
tl:le necessity for discus-
sion on issues other than

education and student
welfare for the political
lessons that can be
learnt from these events.
He also failed to men-
tion that, isolated from
the strength of the NUS
students and their unions
would be open to the
most enormous dangers.
Disaffiliation would ef-
fectively sabotage the
student union at Bath or
anywhere else.
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RE-INTRODUGING..:

THE
'ROOM
AT
THE
TOP
(RATT)

Not many people travel
via ‘the top floor of the
Union to Lower Mooney
when coming from the
“college” side of Prince
Consort Road. Accord-
ingly, the R.A.T.T. has
not been designed to be a
medium for publicity or
instant ~ communication.
That is a ijob for Felix
and S.T.O.IC.

1t is, however, largely a
“self-help” system for
most of the things that
most students want to
find out about.

What Is