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MASSIVE RESPONSE TO

GRANTS DEMO
OVER 10,000

ON MARCH
Over 10,000 students, mainly from Lon-

don but some from further afield, turned

up for the grants demonstration organised

by the London Students Organisation last

Wednesday.

A rally was held at

the Friends.) Meeting

House, Euston Square

and speakers included

representatives of

Trade Unions, teachers

and old age pensioners.

The march started at

Malet Street at 3 p.m.

and moved off chanting

slogans. down across

the Waterloo Bridge to

the Department of Edu-

cation and Science

headquarters on the

South bank.

Ringed on all sides

‘by peacefully plodding

policemen, the march

was uneventful and

well-ordered.

Particularly —_ vocifer-

ous was the contingent

from the National Union

of School Students

(NUSS) who were well-

equipped with loud-

hailers and led_ the

_chanting of slogans in

many parts of the

demo. k

At times the_ lilting

sopranos’ of _ Phillipa

Fawcett College when

not shouting raucous

demands, broke out in

song protesting at the

level of the grants.

The IC contingent

was small and_ con-

sisted mainly of ‘the

regulars’. Most of the

numbers for the march

came not from the Col-

leges of the University

of London, but from the

Polytechnics, Teacher

Training Colleges and

Colleges of Further

Education, in and

around London.

A somewhat be-

mused, if sympathetic

response was received

from members of the

public who_ thronged

the pavements to watch

and were promptly

handed explanatory

bumph by enthusiastic

girl students.

A policeman had to

be specially detailed to

guard a_ Rolls-Royce

(parked on a yellow

line, mid - afternoon!)

which was_ inundated

with leaflets from the

demonstration.

King’s College in the

Strand was greeted

with a chorus of boos

and hisses due to the

large number of scab

students who were

watching out of the

windows but who re-

fused to participate in

the march.

Two delegates from

each College attended

a meeting on the grants

campaign held during

the afternoon. It is not

Known whether repre-

sentatives from IC were

there.

The next step in the

fight for the four basic

NUS demands will be a

“work-in’’, organised on

a collegiate basis, to

take place on Novem-

ber 14th.

NUS Secretary acquitted
Steve Parry, Secre-

tary of the NUS, was

arrested, along’ with

‘several others including
Tariq Ali, on a demon-
stration in July against

Caetano the Portuguese
Premier.

He was charged with
assault but. - acquitted
due to inconsistencies

in the police evidence
on Thursday 1st Nov-

ember.

Tariq Ali however
was fined £50 despite
photographic evidence
‘‘disproving’”’ the police
case that Ali managed
to assault two con-

stables while holding a
briefcase in his hand.

New Chair

for

Biochem |

A second chair has

been instituted in the

Department of Bio-

chemistry here at IC to

be known as the Rank

Chair of Physiological

Biochemistry. The
Chair will be financed

by the J. Arthur Rank

Group Charity.

It is not known at

present who will take

-up the Chair.

UC Give in
The boards inscribed

with the names of past

Presidents, Deputy

Presidents and Honor-

ary Secretaries of Im-

perial College Union

have been returned.

They were wrenched

off the walls of the SCR

in the Union building a

few weeks ago by per-

sons not unlike cer-

tain of the rabble that

claim to inhabit Univer-

sity College Engineer-

ing Department.

Enquiries led by

Deputy President Dave

Sinclair soon revealed

that the above assump-

tion was not a million

miles from the truth.

A telephone call was

duly made by Dave Sin-

Clair, in which the pos-

sibility of legal action to

retrieve the boards was

not left unsaid, to the

above-mentioned hoard

of butter-fingered mean-

derthals who know not

the meaning of invio-

late.

The boards were in-

stantly returned last

Wednesday and _ after

sterilisation will be soon

on show again in all

their gilded spendour.

PURPLE PATCH

This week | have decided to write

a totally unpolitical Patch, as | think

that there is a great deal within the

Union which we must begin to ‘sort

out. The main item at the moment is
the behaviour of a great number of

our students at parties and the like.

| have always given students the

benefit of the doubt when it comes

to their behaviour and attitude to

their neighbours, and also those

who are working for the benefit of

the students, but unfortunately,

once one has seen the aftermath of

“Student fun’ then one begins to
wonder how thoughtful students

really are.

After a while one expects to see

broken glasses, broken bottles,

some litter and occasionally a little .

damage, but this term we have been
getting into the state of walking up

the staircases amid the stench of

pints of vomit, urine, and when one

enters the toilets finding that some

considerate student has deposited

human excreta upon both the floor

and also the walls. | can, if | try very

hard see that once a person is

pissed and is desperately trying to

impress his friends, that this type of

display could be very funny (Ha.

Ha.) but | think that if this same

person were to find himself with the

unenviable task the following morn-

ing of having to clear up the mess

which he has made, then the situa-

tion would be somewhat different.

We have got to the state at the

moment where the cleaners are

about to refuse to clean any of the

“Student areas” at all unless some-
thing is done about the obnoxious

conditions in which the rooms. are

left. | am not exaggerating when |

say that some of the cleaners have

been known to make themselves ill

by trying to clean the shit and vomit

off the floors after student parties

the previous night. You may say that

the way of preventing this kind of

trouble re-occurring is to get hold

of the childish prat who is causing

the mess and make him clear it up

once he is sober, but unfortunately,

unless one could ‘do a vast amount of

analysis throughout the college,

then it would be very difficult to

trace the owner of the aforesaid ex-

creta.

| am afraid that if this is becoming

the ‘normal’ way for a student to be-
have, then | would like to recom-

mend to our Academic Affairs

Officer: that he approach the Board

of studies with a view to inserting in

every student’s syllabus a course in

‘Common decency, and how to act
like an adult’.

The problem is not merely one of

filth and squalor. There is also the
problem of noise at parties, and
especially excessive noise after

11.00 at night. | would not doubt

that a party without music would, for
many, be very boring, as .they are

not great conversationalists at the

best of times, but does this noise
really have to begin at around 100
decibels and increase in direct pro-
portion to the amount of alcohol
consumed?

Why should it be that | am getting
on average the threat of one indict-

ment each week either from the

area around the college or from the

area around the Hamlet gardens
flats?? | fail to see why | should be
called from my bed at 12.00 mia-
night ‘to quieten a ‘’Party’’ in Hamlet
gardens, and when | phone the flat
there is no one on the other end of
the phone who is capable of answer-
ing the question ‘Can | speak to
someone in charge of the party’. In

fact one evening last week | spent
almost 20 minutes trying to get
through to the organisers of a party
in Hamlet gardens, and | got no
other reply than from two drunken
buffoons on the other end of the line
trying to chat each other up. This
was, | might add after 12.00 mid-
night.

It might seem obvious to most
sensible students that my accusa-
tions are only aimed at that absolute
minority who seem incapable of con-
ducting their lives in an adult man-
ner.

As a final note to all, by all means
have a good time and get the best
from your time in University, but for
goodness sake, PLEASE consider

those around you, both your fellow
students, your neighbours, and also
those who are working for the good
of the students within the college
(ie. Cleaners etc.).

Unless some drastic re-thinking
on behalf of the organisers of par-
ties etc. is done, the only solution
will be for the Union to take discip-
linary action against those people
who are spoiling the lot of the rest
of the student body. It is unjust for

a minority to influence decisions
against the majority.

As a plea to all the students of the
college, it is in your own interest to
prevent other students from causing

a disturbance in any way. The only

real way of maintaining discipline is
for every student to act as a discip-
line officer, and keep things under
control. PLEASE HELP US TO HELP
YOU.

NORM.
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King’s

where the first stages of

disaffiliation moves are

occurring to

quash them. He diid not

appear

by the sudden emerg-

ence of these right wing

tactics as those motions

which had been tabled

had been kicked out.

exec think about

The story begins back in

the last stages of Digby

Jack's reign at the NUS

National

NUS to fo
‘The net result of the

stalinist dominated NUS

exec’s wheelings

dealings iis now coming

out: Bath University and

Newcastle

have already discussed

motions tto disaffiliate

from NUS ‘and murmur-

ings about disaffiliation

are growing

many colleges through-

_ out the country.

and

Polytechnic

louder ‘in

So far none of these

have been passed, al-

though they have neces-

sitated the despatch of,

NUS

Randall to

where

have grown into an om-

inous

right wing to do'so.

president John

colleges

the murmurings

rumble from ‘the

_ Randall turned up at

on Thursday

try and

unduly worried

What does the NUS

this?

Conference in

Exeter, Easter this year

.... A motion was

tabled by NUS exec to

split off NUS services

(travel, insurance, etc.)

from NUS ‘so that they

were financially ‘inide-

pendent. The reasons for .

doing so were stated as

“the existing provision

of NUS services and the

arrangements for <their

contro! are inadequate’.

However it «seemed

strange at the time that

the exec had allocated

one of its two priorities

for the conference order

paper to that apparently

uncontentious motion.

It is clear to all now

that in view of. recent

events the NUS exec.

was preparing even at

that stage to conscious-

ly liquidate NUS.

Although it was arg-

ued by the exec tthat to

split the services off

from NUS would have

saved NUS from. any

financial maladies that

the services might have

collected, in fact quite

the reverse was true: the
splitting ensured that

whatever ‘happens . tto

NUS as a political body,
lucrative jprofitable NUS

services can continue

making their money. off

students.

The

nesday was

NUS.

‘Earlier this -year the
exec had thrown out a

motion

national

calling for

an uncentralised

basis.

To cap itaall the NUS

even presented tto ‘the

conference,

last

term, la motion calling

““work-in” ‘to be

emergency

held at Imperial

for a

held this ‘term.

When questioned on

the nature of the ‘‘work-

in’ they replied that it

was up to each indivi-

dual college to organise

a ‘“‘do-your-own-thing”’

alternative syllabus to

everyday colllege life.

Despite this vacuity

of leadership, ‘students

are prepared to _ fight,

even though the demo on

Wednesday was not or-

ganised nationally by the

NUS, over 10,000 stud-

estimated

15,000) turned up, near-

ents (LBC

demonstration

that occurred on Wed-

spontan-

eously organised by 'the
‘London Students Organ-

isation (LSO), ithe Lon-

don area iorganisation. of

march, opting

‘for local demonstrations

and expressions of “sup-

port for the grants cam-

paign to ‘be organised on

local

‘ B

ly all from London, to

voice ‘their anger at the

rapidly vanishing value

of the grant.

The NUS are trying

the disgusting sell-out

tactics of engineers’

leader Hugh Scanlon

who, despite a pile of

telegrams a mille high on

his plush ‘desk demand-

ing a national strike of

the AUEW until the

£75,000 fine is with-

drawn, offers no leader-

ship and left it up to

each individual ‘area or-

ganisation ‘to arrange

strikes / stoppages / go

slows/overtime bans or

whatever Ithey like.

This comes as no sur-

prise of course as the

Communist ‘Party who

control NUS exec have

been continually exallting

Scanlon (an ex-CP mem-

ber) in the columns of

their paper and covering

up for each betrayal he

ha's done.

Never before has the

question of ileadership

been of such paramount

importance in the Trade

Unions and tthe NUS.

There is not a squeak of

objection 'to the plum-

meting value of ‘our

grants visible in the

actions of the NUS exec.

They are preparing quite

consciously to hol'd back

any struggle of students

that turns into a political

fight against ‘the Tory

government. This situa-

tion of politically bank-

rupt leadership is a

stamping ground for the

right wing who will use

it to disaffiliate from the

NUS.

‘As “NUS _ collapses

round the ears of the

stalinist NUS exec tthey

willl place the blame on

the students just as ‘in

Chile the rise to power

of the Junta was ‘the

fault of ithe working and

middle classes ‘there.

‘Are we to let them get

away with this for one

moment ‘longer? Only

the policy of immediate

cash supplementary

grants tied ‘to the student

cost of living ‘index can

maintain ‘our ‘depreciat-

ing standard of living

and yet they refuse to

put forward ‘such ia dem-

and to ‘the’ Triennial

Review or to rally sup-

port for lit among the

students.

The YSSS will cam-

paign most ruthlessly to

expose and replace ithese

treacherous leaders and

appeals ‘to all students

who are no longer pre-

pared to sit back and

waittch the NUS des-

troyed by these enemies

of the student movement

to join them ‘in a fight ‘to

defend our grants -and

our democratic rights.

P.A.W.N.O.
Parking Stickers

liam still in possession

of over 20 parking per-

mits. lt seems rather

strange ‘that, ‘consider-

ing the ‘lack of official

parking space, there are

still people wanting to

come to college by car

and yet not use the col-

lege parking ‘that they’ve

been allocated. For the

sake of others who were

unsuccessful |in ‘their ap-

plications, | tthink it

only fair that, if these

stickers are not collect-

ed, they will be re-

allocated.

Electricity Supply

You may be aware

from the naitional press

and radio ‘that interrup-

tions to supply may take

place due 'to tthe power

engineers’ wages dis-

pute. The London Elec-

tricity Board thas in-

formed the college that,

although power cuts are

not expected, voltage re-

duction may be_ intro-

duced at any time.

The normal operating

variation of +5% ‘on tthe

normal volitage of 415

volts would, under such

circumstances, not be

maintained. Reductions

of up to —10% (41.5

volts) can be expected

without warning. Conser-

vation of electricity dur-

ing any voltage reduc-
tions will be essential.
The LEB have .also

warned us that if ‘the sit-

uation ‘deteriorates a

system of planned dis-

connections will ‘be jin-

troduced.

If you have ever found

yourself lin ‘the middle of

one of our large’ labora-

tories late at night anda

power failure occurs you

may well find yourself ‘in

a very ‘ticklish situation.

This happened — to

some unfortunate people

who found themselves ‘in

their department, ‘in dif-

ferent parts of 'the build-

ing, at about 8:30 p.m.

one night when the

power cable — running

alongside the building

site failed. Without

torch or matches they

groped their way past ex-

perimental rigs and other

sources of danger and

eventually found 'them-

selves in a pitch dark

corridor. Trying to re-

member where the stair-

case was (there being

nothing to give them the

faintest clue) provided

quite a task and ‘it was

10 minutes or ‘so. until

they found it and eventu-

ally got out.

It is, .of course, al-

ways better if there

are two of you and the

security guards know

exactly where you are.

Even ‘if you have. not

taken ‘the precaution of

having your own torch
available, security will

eventually come round

to get people out. You

would ‘think, of course,

that the battery operat-

ing emergency lighting

would be provided, but

no such luck, merciless

treasury ha's ‘seen ‘to that

and the provision of ‘such

matters now is a very

costly business. No, the

solution ‘is simple, never

work alone after normal

hours. Always make

sure that you sign in ‘and

out at the security post

and ‘if possible carry a

torch or have one at a

known place

desk or hanging up be-

hind ‘the door or where+

“ever it is most conven-

ient.

Of course, (if you

happen to be in the lift at

the time, bad luck. The

college maiintenance en-

gineers have a routine

emergency drill which

requires ‘them ito check

every ‘lift eventually.

Lady Flowers’ Do

The first of Lady

Flowers’ get togethers iis

being held at 170

Queens Gate on Thurs-

day, 22nd ‘November.

Beer, soft drinks, snacks

and music will be pro-

vided. Unlike previous

ones, ‘however, males

are being invited. If you

‘would ‘like to go please

contact Jen, the Union

Clerk and your name. will

be added to the list. If

you are female, please

contact Mary Short.

PLA.W.

in your’

AGAPE
Digby James, RCS

Broadsheet editor, Jesus.

freak and Bible main-

liner, is growing ever.

more agape at the un-

paralleled political tour-:

moil of today's society.

Perhaps if ‘he shut ‘his

mouth for a moment an

thought about tthe conse-

quences of lhis ramblings

he would realise ‘the ‘hor-

rible implications behind

“Spark"’, the National

Front Students Associa-

tion termly newspaper

appearing on campuses.

A glance at any his-

tory of tthe Hitler Youth

Movement would warn

of the dangers of a friv-

olous approach to “‘fasc-
aa

soc.

Such National-

ist societies have already

been established at

Goldsmiths College here

in London and ‘in Exeter

University.

| see that your ‘’christ-

ian’’ mouthings are only

skin deep for you. are

prepared to offer distri-

bution to a newspaper

whose attitude towards

the quarter or so foreign

students in this college

is anything but the

courtesy and_ friendli-

ness to which they are

at present accustomed

at I.C.

thana

Seven

attacks —

inless |

month
Life at Leeds Univers.-

ity and Polytechnic“ts am

extremely dangerous

affair. Already this ‘term

there have been a num-

ber of assaults whi

prompted University

Union President ‘Andy

Jarosz to warn all femaieé

students not to venture

‘out alone after dark. H

said: “I find ithe whole-

situation extremely dan-

gerous’”’.

A month-long city bus

curfew has been im-

posed due to the fre-

quency of attacks ‘on

conductors. All buses ‘in

the city ‘stop running ‘at

9 p.m.

Det.-Supt. Hobson for

Leeds ‘City Police, said

that Mr. Jarosz’ advice

was good but ‘‘It is not

something we need ‘to

get alarmed about”’.

Oh, no? Well ‘this is

the inventory of attacks

that have occurred

within ithe first month:of

this term ‘to Leeds stud:

ents: oe

Murders: 2.

Assaults: 3.

Attempted murder: :1.

‘Rape:1.

lf that’s nothing to get

alarmed about then per-

haps the bland complac-

ency of Supt. Hobsonis.

Norm Sayles, [CU President

: Pen
(The unusual cumulo-nimbus formation

above his head is of unknown origin, but}}

always.appears when we. print his photos):|

ij
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