POLICE CALLED IN

NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION
30th OCTOBER 1973 FREE

No. 344

Thurs | p.m.

— Rent Strike
— Refectories

— Chile

AS STUDENTS ENACT
IC UNION POLICY

COMMENT BY
JOCK VEALL

The college authorities went to tremendous
lengths last week to try and prevent too many
students paying the old price for refectory

meals.

They preferred to take good food from
students and THROW THE FOOD AWAY
rather than allow students to pay the old
price. The police were even called in the hopes
that they would be able to force students to

pay college’s inflated
year’s price.

The authorities backed
down at the last minute
and sent the police away;
instead college tried to
use ftheir own ‘police’.
Chief of police (security)
Mr. Dawson warned that
a student could be pro-
secuted under the theft
act for refusing to accept
the  inflated college price.
Mr. Dawson pointed out
(apologised?) that he did
not make the laws and
that he only interpreted
them. He made no com-
ment when it was pointed
out that the law in this
case was being used to en-
sure that students (like
workers with ‘the pay
laws) were being made to
accept the burden of in-
flation through these re-

fectory increases. The
authorities seemed so con-
cerned to ensure that
students were made to
pay, ithat they ‘sent along’
some of their higher
officials namely  Mr.

Mooney and Mr. Seaford
to the refectories to in-
crease the line of ‘heavies’
by the till.

Union exec seemed to
have a strange way of
supporting union policy.

Union exec threatened
a student with disciplin-
ary action for implement-
ing union policy. It is
hardly reassuring to know
that our exec. are willing
to afttack those who imple-
ment union policy. Mr.
Seaford likewise issued
threatts: presumably with a

prices instead of last

view to persuading stu-
dents from further ac-
tion?

College seem to accept
that any increase in our
grant should be immedi-
ately eroded- away by in-
,creases in college prices.
This comes from a body
who claim to support the

grants campaign! They
must feel an increase in
grant  justifies  higher

college prices so students
are no better off; instead
college can save on ex-
penditure by these in-
creases and delude stu-
dents that they have real
increase in income.

Next year I.C. students
can look forward to an
even bigger increase in
refectory prices, also a
rent increase for halls and
student houses! Judging
by this year’s exec lack
of interest in the grants
campaign (no body from

exec could -even be
bothered to g6 to last
weekend’s national con-

ference) and attempts not
to support union policy
on fighting refectory in-

creases; (Perhaps exec
have forgotten the situa-
tton most students are

facing and are too busy
getting fat on their free
meals and sherry with
college?) we are unlikely
to expect a lead from
them in a fight against
these increases. The_only
people we can rely on are
ourselves.

i

NLP— End of

Occupation

Last week at 'a Union Gen-
eral Meeting at North Lon-
don Polytechnic a motion
was tabled by the iInterna-
tional Socialists in conjunc-
tion with the ‘Conservative
Society to end the week-long
occupation of the Adminis-
tration block.

The students who had
occupied @as a protest to
force the resignation of their
Director Terence Miller
voted to end the occupation
by an overwhelming majority.

Television cameras, micro-
phones and reporters from
the “‘nationals’”” were there
at the UGM which was at-
tended by something /in the
order of 500 students (Tele-
graph)- to 1,000 (Guardian).

The day before the occu-
pation ended last Wednes-
day 40 members of the Na-
tional and Loical Government
Officers Association
(NALGO) walked out be-
cause of the mess and dis-
ruption caused by the sit-in.
The students were sensitive
to this and it was a contribu-
ting factor to the tabling of
the motion.

The meeting requested the
executive publish certain
documents unearthed iin the
Administration files during
the occupation which dis-
closed certain irregularities
in the appointment of Mr.
Christopher Champness as
head of the Law Department.

The occupation has been
liguidated by the 1.S. be-
cause the studenlts at NLP
realise they flace a whole
range of problems in com-
mon with students every-
where — problems whose
solution involves a political
fight against the Tory govern-
ment and not 'another round
of mindless militancy which
is the by-word of these
visionist groups.

re-

However to back down be-
fore thii's political fight is a
betrayal of the students 'and
as we see above plays right
into the hands of Miller and
the right wing.

During the past week, the
most notable event for a
great number of people has
been the Commemoration

»Iday. For those being pre-
sented. this was a day to
culminate their many years
or months of study. For the

Iparenbs, this was the day
when they could see their
dear little offspring in the
centre of all the activity and
feel proud of them. For Sir
Brian Flowers, our new rec-
tor, it was a day when he
was to openly state his posi-
tion in the Students’ fight for
a better standard of fliving,
and 'a more workable Grants
Isystem for all the students 'in
the country. For those of us
who were present, the news
Icame as quite :a shock. He
delivered a 10-minute speech
.in which he covered the
topics of Lord Penney, the
people being presented with
degrees, new courses within
the college, the Murray re-
port, the proposed increases
Iin student numbers in the

Q Universities, the ability to
obtain jobs once the first
degree'is over, The difficul-
ties of obtaining residence
in lcentral lLondon, andthe
fact thiat the only people
who can 'see any isense in
the present system of Grants
assessment must be ‘‘The
Imo‘st arid of bureaucrats.”

He then went on to say
that he shares wour beliefs
about the grants’ problem—
I"l share these beliefs, and
Iso long as they are being re-
sponisibly expressed, then |

'sha[l support them."’

I After this he stated that
for an wundergraduate living
Iin a hall of residence ""The
present level of the Under-
Igraduate maintenance grant

is deficient by at least
£100.”

From his report, one
!come‘s out with the conclu-

sion that if we begin to ex-
press our views in a mature
Iand sensible way, then we
will have 'the support of the
college, with a recommenda-
tion of ia basic £100 increase

.in the level of the Undergra-
duate grant. It is thought that

the Post graduate grant will
normally follow on from the
Undergraduate one, and that
after the adjustments have
been made, the then basic
grant for those studying in
Universities will reach a
reasonable level. It is my
belief that in conjunction
with these recommendations
will also come suggestions
as how  to improve the
Married women’s grant, ra-
tionalise the means testing
situation, and also improve
the position of those people
in other institutions of high-
er education by removing the
Discretionary awards sys-
tem,

It is very pleasant to see
that we have someone who
is prepared to stick out his
neck and say what he really
thinks it is all too easy to
toe fthe line with those
people who have gone be-
fore you and to keep on giv-
ing support, but not actually
putting any quantitative
statement on it. Let us hope
that this precedent by Sir
Brian Flowers will encourage
other University officials
around the country to do the
same, ‘and then maybe the
Committee of Vice Chancel-
lors @nd Principals will begin
to. have some power 'to
change the system of Grant
Assessment. If ‘anyone is
now thinking that thiis is pro-
bably no more than words
from the Rector, then |
would remind you fthat he
has now probably got to ans-

wer to the C.V.C.P. for the
statement which he has
made, and then they will

want to know exactly where
he has got his figures from,
| hasten to ladd that the feat
of convincing 'a body like
that is by no means an easy
task, ‘and if he is just trying
to pacify us with his words,
then he will surely fall flat
on his ———— when he tries
to convince the C.V.C.P.

(If anyone would like to
read the whole of the speech
which he made on Thursday,
then we do have some
copies in the Union office).

Here are just a few noteseffectively.
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to end with. 'l
1. There will probably be a
meeting of some group of
people on Thursday evening
at 5.30 to discuss the Mo-
tions which are being sub-
mitted to the N.U.S. confer-
ence in Margate this Janu-m
ary. There fis to be a great
deal of re-hashing the mo—l
tions submitted from this '
college, and thus it is im-
portant that those people
who fare interested comeli,
along to the meeting. More
details will be available at
the Union meeting on Thurs-
day.

2. As a comment on the
letter in Felix last week fromyg
Joe Herbertson regarding
Union autonomy. Over the
past few weeks we have
been negotiating with thel'
college for an increase in the"
amount of money which the
Union will have to spend.lt
Normally any increases f§
which are likely are negotiat-
ed during the last term of thelj
academic year, but when we |
got around to sorting out ourg
estimates at the end of !astl'
year we found that we were
almost £2000 short of thef
estimates which the clubsm
and societies had submitted.
Thus the Board of Governorsl|
decided that they would giveI{
us an extra £5,000 as | said
last week. It should now be
possible that by the end oi.’
this academic year, we will
be on a pper capita system of
union financing and also wel‘
should be receliving all of

our money from the Locarli
Education Authorities,

: andl{
not from the College. Once
we get to 'this kind of system
then the negotiations whichl‘
will take place will be via¥
the college to the L.E.A.'sf
and not directly to the coirm
lege.

As a final note, PLEASEI!
come along to the UnionE\
meeting -on Thursday, andi
hear what everyone has to
say. Speak what you feel ﬁsﬂ
the truth and formulate al1
policy which will help all of%
us to do our jobs morel
efficiently and also morel(






