
£20
IN GRANTS

FELIX REPORTER

The ‘Government has at length reacted to

the NOS demand for higher grants, and has

awarded a £20 increase in addition to the £20

increase already allowed for in the 1971 re-

view for the coming year. The undergraduate

grant will thus be £520 in London, Oxford

and Cambridge, £485 elsewhere. (£480 and

£445 respectively this year). The cost to the

Exchequer will be £10 million.

This is the first time

that a government has

awarded an increase

in grant other than at

the triennial review

(the next is next year).

Instant reaction

from NUS and IC

Union was unfavour-

able. The increases

were called paltry by

comparison with the

£100 increase de-

manded. It was

pointed out that 65p

a week would go no-

where near matching

the price rises caused

by this year’s infla-

tion, let alone next

year’s.

The. NUS was es-

pecially angry that

the increases were

only for students on

mandatory grants, 1.e.

those at universities

and polytechnics.

Students on dis-

cretionary awards —

those at universities

Further Education,

Techs., etc.—received

no satisfaction. The

NUS had demanded

abolition of these

lower discretionary

awards, and Easter

Conference at Exeter

pledged the Executive

to refuse any increase

in mandatory grants

until discretionary

awards are abolished.

The NUS thus finds

itself in a difficult

position over . this

grants increase, and

the position will have

to be worked out at

tie Extraordinary

Conference to be held

here at Imperial Col-

lege on June &th or

Oth. Felix will bring

you the first —- and

possibly only — stu-

dent press report in

our last issue of term,

on June 12th. (Most

student papers have

already finished pub-

lishing for the year).
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Mr. Mooney asked the Refectory Committee to approve a 7! per.

cent increase in meal prices at its meeting on Thursday morning.

This was one of several

possibilities discussed by

the committee in order to

estimated

£35,100 deficit in catering

avoid an

over the next academic

The

Grants Committee, which

year. Universities

administers all the funds

for universities and col-

leges in the United King-

dom requires coliege re-

fectories to break even.

and will not give sibsi-

dies.

A 74 per cent increase

in price given that con-

sumption remains con-

Stant and using bar and

cellar profits to reduce

the loss, should let the re-

fectories scrape home next

June with a slight surplus.

thatOne

was put by the Union re-

alternative

presentatives on the com-

mitteee was that students

should accept a 24 per

cent increase (equivalent

to the rise just given in

the grant) and asked the

Governing Body fora

subsidy to cover the rest

of the deficit, or, alterna-

tively that the Governing

Body should make good

the entire deficit.

These suggestions were

put to last Thursday’s

Union Meeting by the

Union representatives on

the committee, John Lane,

Gordon Jackson and Rob

The

decided to opt for the

Armitage. mecting

latter preference, i.e. no

increases.

This was put to the ad-

journed Refectory Com-

mittee meeting on Friday

morning, and other mem-

“Seemedbers sym-

pathetic views,”

John Lane told Felix.

to our

The

now put in a submission

Committee has

to the Governing Bedy

on the matter. They have

to approve any price in-«

creases, and in usual prac-

tice they “rubber-stamp”

the Refectory Committee

decisions.

This time five alternax

been

put to. them, ranging from

tive courses have

the no increase/100 per

cent subsidy demanded

by the Union, through

the compromise “4 per

cent to the full 74 per

cent increase. Develop-

ments are awaited, and

Union _ representatives

seem reasonably hopeful

of their demand being

given a fair reception.
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Election result “leak” results

in change of regulations

Our front page article last week, “leaking” the elec-

tion results, caused a major row between Union Sec-

retary Martin C. Black and FELIX editor Oliver

Dowson.

Mr. Black claimed that

letting the result out ren-

APOLOGY

Obviously this point is

correct... FELIX would

thus like to apologise to

Mr. Black for any incon-

venience caused to him

and for omitting his ‘C’ in

last week’s leading article.

We would also like to
apologise to anyone in the

Union Office on Tuesday

who suffered under the

wrath of Mr. Black which

was intended for Mr. Dow-

son,

dered the ratification of

election procedure at a

union meeting, necessary

under the constitution,

pointless. He argued that

if. the result was already-

known, the ratification

would be of the success-

ful ¢ the

election procedure.

candidates, not

PRECIPITATION OF

ACTION

in order to spread the

news.

RESULT

The

course, exactly that prin-

ted last

FELIX—Sayles for Presi-

dent, Wadsworth for Hon-

However, our article

seems to have had some

considerable results of its

result was, of

own! As announced by

Martin C. Black during his

Officer’s Re-

changes to election

in Tuesday’s

Returning

port,

orary Secretary. The fig-procedure are going to

be made which will mean ures were almost exactly. as

that the result can be reported—in fact, we just

gnnounged inna ioe rounded them off to the
the count has finished. It

should also mean that scenieiiaes
future generations of | Watch out for more

FELIX editors will not fearless “illegal” FELIX-

have to risk their virility SCOOPS soon!

WANTED

FUN
articles, stories,

cartoons, photos, |

ete. etc. etc.

for the special

all-fun

summer issues

of Felix!

*Egzam Fun *

issue next Tuesday —
{Copy date Thursday)

*Vacation Funx*

issue out June 12th
16 pages! Copy date June 6th

APATHY CAN KILL?

by noted apathologist, Dr. L. Y. Knott (author of

““Apathy—Who Cares?’’)

Apathy is on the increase. To talk of an epidemic

is.no exaggeration; the disease is now nearly as

common as measles. It is-an unpleasant subject, |

agree, but the facts will not go away if we ignore

them. Thousands of people were treated last year

in Britain alone; probably millions of others went

untreated and even undiagnosed. For that is one of

the tragedies of apathy: many sufferers do not even

realise they are ill—until too ‘late. ;

The first symptoms—boredom and_ irritation

with the surroundings — are seldom recognised as

danger signs and may even go unnoticed. Then

comes the second, or latent, phase where, although

dissatisfaction has increased, the victim has lost the

persist for months or years, with the sufferer com-

pletely unaware that he is in any way unhealthy.

(Typical symptoms at this stage include eating fish

fingers, subscribing to ‘’Reader’s Digest’’, and

many others which only a specialist would recog-

nise). Modern treatment is simple, but withoutit he

endangers not only himself but also risks infecting

anyone with whom he ‘has contact. And without

treatment, the final collapse is tragic, swift and in-

evitable—paralysis of varying degree, loss of touch

with surroundings, mental decay and in many Cases,

death. For this medical science has no Cure.

_ Apathy is not restricted to the young. It can strike

anyone: the respected man in a high position, or

even, tragically, the faithful wife who has never

once broken her marriage vows. But statistics show

that young people, and particularly students, run

desire to do anything about it. This condition may

the highest risk of all. Are you one of them?

The test below has been scientifically designed

to measure your apathy rating. It is intended only as

a guide; ‘if the results suggest you are apathetic you

should see a specialist for further tests. (All treat-

ment is strictly confidential). Do not delay: remem-

ber, tomorrow: may be too late.

1. Why did you come to university?

— you wanted a degree

— you liked the thought of booze, birds and

beating up policemen

— you couldn't think of anything better to do.

2. Why did you come to IC?

— you didn’t make it to Cambridge

— you didn’t make it to Ulster, Dundee or

Lancaster Tech

— The.man at your.interview said.it was nice.

3. Why did you take no part in the grants demo?

— Poor Mr.

ready

i ~~ You knew all along it wouldn't do any
-good
— you'd just pawned your shoes.

4. Why did you not vote in the election?

— There wasn'ta Liberal candidate
— You didn’t like the sound of their names

— What election?

5. What do you find most boring about Union

meetings?

| —— The endless, pointless debates

— You can't Say, yOu ‘ve never been to one

are.

6. How many College societies have you joined?

God: is that the time?

— One; but you forget what it was?

Heath has enough troubles al-

— People going on about how boring they

— Five or six, of course you wish it was more

but you just couldn't fit them ‘in what with

all those committees and things, good

7. How do you spend, your Wednesday after-

noons? es:

— Healthy sporting activities

— Finishing off ‘the latest problem sheet

— Deciding to get out of bed.

8. How do you see yourself in 40 years’ time?!
_ — Nobel prizewinner if

— Managing director, !CI '

— Retired.

Now add up your score—see below.
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Those who stopped reading at the first paragrap
are terminal cases and ‘beyond all possible help. If

you worked up the interest to read as far as this

your’ condition ‘is average—you have the milder

form of ‘tthe disease, with every prospect of a a
and useless life. And if you actually added up your

score, you are persistent, energetic, and complete-

ly free from apathy. But don’t despair—another

year at college will probably bring you back to
normal. And if not, well, somebody has to be Presi-

dent.
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