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Cockroaches

MOONEY RETURNS TO
3 years since last confrontation with Union

Not only -

... but also

and

mice in refectories

“We must not be complacent, but at least

the situation is not as bad as it is in many

parts of Kensington”. That is how Dr. Levy,

Chairman of the Refectory Committee, sum-

med up the situation regarding the infestation

of the kitchens by mice at Thursday’s. Refec-

tory Committee meeting.

The meeting was told that it would be necessary

to spend £3,350 to disinfect the refectory areas of

«cockroaches and mice. This sum included £1,250 for

steam cleaning and £1,000

for washing down walls.

The committee, which

last year contemplated the

then cost of £2,500 as

above their ceiling, is now

prepared to pay this and

get the kitchens properly

cleaned.

Cockroaches are appar-

ently fairly easy to get

rid of, but tend to become

resistant to the poisons

used fairly rapidly, so they

have to be changed at

frequent intervals. Appar-

ently Mr. Mooney and his

staff are already achieving

some considerable success

in combating cockroaches.

A bigger problem arises

-with mice. There are no

poisons which can be used

where food is prepared,

the meeting was informed.

Without mentioning the

possibility of the college

investing in a few hundred

cats. Dr. Levy drew the

meeting’s attention to the

widespread mouse _ prob-

lem in Kensington. At the

moment, by comparison

with other places, IC is

hardly affected, but the

situation will have to be

watched carefully. Other

areas of the college are

equally infested, if not to

a worse extent, including

halls of residence.

PRICES TO STAY

STABLE

The finance sub-com-

mittee reported that al-

though turnover this year

was projected to be almost

double that of last at

£307,000, the refectories

were likely to incur a loss

of the order of £9,000.. It

was agreed that £6,500 of

this could be met from re-

serves, and the remainder .

from profits on wine sales,

which this year should

amount to about £4,000.

Bar profits, estimated at

approximately £10,000, are

to be spent on completely

refurbishing Southside

Bar.

If current trends con-

tinue, no pricé increases

will be necessary before

the end of the financial -

year, on 31st July. It will

then almost certainly be

necessary to raise prices

since wages are expected

to rise steeply in the in-

terim.

V.A.T. ABSORBED

The college bars are to

absorb V.A.T. until the

end of July, when the

situation can be assessed.

It is certain that V.A.T.

will be levied once this

period is over. The only

problem with bars at the

moment is that not enough

Watney’s Beer is being

drunk: the bars are on an

agreement to down 400

barrels a year in order

to reap the benefits of an

improvements loan.
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The famous Mooney cockroach as captured by a Felix photographer
during the last scare in January 1970

Portrait of a

Catering Manager
So Victor paid one of his little visits to a Union meeting for a téte

a téte with the boys and girls. It’s not the first time it’s happened and it

won't be the last.

Mooney’s been a source of abuse ever since he arrived at IC many

em a

‘years ago and a sort of legend has evolved around this man who has

done more than anything to add a bit of colour to the lives of all who

have trodden the journey of a lifetime through the technological pathos

_of IC and the hallowed, mal-coloured pathways to Mooney’s culinary

delights—more than anything to add a bit of colour to the very media

you are now investigating. :

In my short overstay at IC Felix has been embossed with real life

photies of

—the famous ‘‘Mooney hairy chip—hairier, more grotesque, than

you have ever seen before, looks not unlike a spider with an enormous

wooden leg or some such organ (improvise, Mike)’.

—the magnificent ‘‘Mooney cockroach—bigger and better and more

life-like than ever your wildest nightmares imagined. See how it leaps into

a boiling vat of southside rice.’

—the patented ‘‘Mooney scurvy scare—now the driving force behind

such superb literary genius as Camus’ ’The Outsider’, Green’s ‘The Man

Within’, Mary McCarthy’s ‘A charmed life’, Sartré’s ‘Intimacy’, Coulson

and Richardsons’ ‘Chemical engineering, Vol 3’, Bertrand Russel’s

‘Why | am not a Christian’ and Robin Farquharzon’s ‘Drop Out’, Life in

London beneath the poverty line (it was the grant, doctor. | was forced
to go there. )’’.

Mooney’s had all this. Often it was the only thing capable of stirring
IC’s senescent students from their slide rules and Coulson and Richard-

son, Vol 3. Every society needs a scapegoat and Mooney’s been IC’s
since records began. Not that he’s suffered from the experience. He’s
developed a fine art in fending off questions like some dispassionate
observer. Listening to his Union meeting offerings it seemed hardly
credible that he has any responsibilities towards IC catering at all.

But the questions have improved too. Rob. Armitage pestered him
enough to be ICU’s next secretary. (Did you like those phosphorescent

maroon and purple posters for Allnut and Armitage? Just watch about

800 turn up for the ents concerts on the 5th and 6th. Who are dis band,

man?)

Then up pops Mike Doherty (Yes, there is a Mike Dock and he is

someone else and you may have seen us .. . both of us. . . launching

a joint attack of sorts in the soccer 6’s on Sunday).

“What about the higher standard at the RCA?’ asks Mike.

“‘Oh. Yes. There’s always been this one. If it isn’t RCA, it’s RCM

or some such like.’’ But some such like isn’t IC, Victor. You never see

notices like ‘RCA students must not eat in this refectory before 1 pm’

in our Naafis. And how can you justify RCA being better because it’s

smaller? The only comparable refec at IC is the Union, you say, in

terms of numbers, and you're trying to close that because it’s ‘‘not

viable’’. But RCA’s viable. But no doubt they’ve got a different scape-

goat.

continued on page 2
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Mr. Mooney, College

Catering Manager. and

Dr. Levy, Chairman of the

Refectory Committee,

came to the Union Meet-

ing on Thursday to state

their case and answer

questions from the meet-

ing. Dr. Levy started the

meeting by outlining the

financial position of the

refectories this year as a

comparison with last, and

questions were then

thrown up from the floor.

The main grumbles were

with prices, only a few

with quality. The meeting

seemed to be convinced

that prices had been put

up, and Mr. Mooney’s ev-

asive answers did nothing

to alleviate their fears. He

claimed no knowledge of

price disparities between

refectories, and said

that they all operated to
a standard duplicated list

which .had been current

since the Ist August.
When told last week (un-
til it was taken down)
there was a new price list
against the old one with

price differentials he again

claimed ignorance.
He claimed that price

disparities occurred only
when cashiers got mud-

dled, and that price “in-

creases” which occurred
this way should be report-
ed to him. He told the
meeting that students must
be their own watchdogs on
prices and overcharging.

When charged that his

quality and value for mon-

ey was poor by compari-

son with the Royal College
of Art, he attempted to

shrug this off by simply

Stating that they were

smaller. While they dealt

with about three or four

hundred dinners at Junch-

time, College Block or

Southside each had about

1200 customers.

Mr. Mooney’s general

aim seemed to be to pass

on the blame and responsi-

bility to others. Price ‘‘in-

creases” are the fault of

cashiers overcharging, the

continuance of the habit

is the fault of students not

complaining, and the fault

for the bad quality of the

food lies with the refector-

tories having too many

customers.
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Letiers from heaven

Sir,

! must confess that | did

not find Alasdhair Camp-

bell’s letter very interesting.

This was largely due to his

persistent use of ‘big’ words, .

which, in my state of literal

sub-normality, | found diffi-

cult to understand. Despite

this lamentable handicap, |!

gather from reading his let-

ter that he knows even less

about the crux of Christian-

ity than | do about Commun-

ism.

Unfortunately, his apparent

ignorance of Christianity is

only typical of this Univer-

sity. We are, after all, sup-

posed to be scientists and

engineers and, as such, our

common approach to any

topic should be one of ‘logi-

cal’ analysis of the relevant

facts, but it would be opti-

mistic to believe that one in

ten of us has applied this

procedure to Christianitly.

Considering the magnitude

of Christ’s claims, it would

be foolish to dismiss him

without a proper examination.

We must, therefore, begin by

looking at the historical basis

of Christianity. The possibil-

ities open to us are: either

Christ lived or he did not.

An. investigation of _ the

authenticity of the Gospels,

the Epistles, and the records

kept by Tacitus and Jose-

phus, the. main historians of

that era, should clear up that

point. Assuming you then

reach the conclusion that /

did, i.e., he did exist, we then

progress to the question, who

was he? Again two choices,

either a man or ‘The Son of

God’. If he was a man, then

on top of being a good faith

healer (curing the deaf,

dumb, blind and paralysed)

he was a miracle (sorry —

it’s the only apt word) doc-

tor healing lepers, cripples

and raising the dead. He was

also an ace trickster turning

water to wine (concealed

pipes in the floor?) walking

on the water (a ford, of

course) feeding the _ five

thousand, what a whopper.

He certainly fooled the Jews,
they were so afraid that they

crucified. him (but he was

under drugs, so he did not

mind so much).

The alternative to all this

is that Christ was who he

said he was, i.e. God. This

way the whole bible falls in-

to place and we do not need

to make up any weird ex-

planations. But if he was God

then by ignoring him, as most

do, they are gambling not

only with just their physical

lives but with all eternity.

I, therefore, urge everyone

‘who reads this letter to make

a thorough investigation of

Christ’s life.

Yours praying for your souls,

R. E. SLOTA

P.S. — If you have any

difficulties in finding liter-

ature (Haldane Library) or

have any questions, please

contact me (Civ. Eng. 2),

or your local friendly Christ-

ian, there are plenty about

KC;

Sitt

1 am to avoid using the

pages of “’Felix’’ for long

lunge and petty arguments

between two people, many

such arguments can be re-

solved on.a personal level.

However / am forced to

write an answer to a letter

by Mr. Alasdhair Campbell,

not only for his information,

but more especially for all

the people whom he may

have misled (intentionally or

not) in the historical facts

about Jesus Christ.

He gave Jesus the status

of a revolutionary, but stated

that his death was “‘record-

ed in the annals of the era

as that of just another

troublemaker”. A wild state-

ment, and a truthless ane.

This “‘annals of the era” is

a vagary, but it must be in-

ferred he speaks of the two

contemporary historians Jos-

ephus, governor of Gallilee

and a Jew, and Tacitus the

Historian of Imperial Rome.

Neither of these refer to

Christ as a troublemaker, nor

to his death as that of a

troublemaker. On the con-

trary Josephus writes:

“It was at this time a man

appeared, if ‘man’ is the

right word, who had all the

attributes of a man, but

seemed something greater.

His actions, certainly, were

superhuman”, and later in

the same journal:

“So they (the Jewish Auth-

orities in Jerusalem) seized

him and crucified him in de-

fiance of all Jewish Tradi-

tions.”". These words were

written by a Jew not by a

Christian.

The second factual error

was saying “though in his

time he had no effect’’. | pre-

sume most people are aware

of the self-contradictory nat-

ure of this statement in the

context of the letter. Firstly,

Christ had sufficient effect,
that without ever expressing

political ambitions, but sim-

ply “speaking to them con-

cerning the Kingdom of God”’

(Acts 1 v 3) he was cruci-

fied, however the effects did

not end here, in Israel there

was widespread persecution

of Christians before the year

50 A.D. Even the Romans,

the greatest military power

known up to that time, were

afraid of Christians, because

of their revolutionary beliefs,

and unless Christianity had

been having an effect the

Roman power machine could

well have afforded to ignore

it. Greek thinking was turned

upside down in Corinth,

Athens and Thessalonica all

these things taking place

300-350 years before the

date he cited for the “‘poli-

tical efforts’’ of Christianity.

The greatest of his histori-

cal mistakes was very illogi-

cally to ignore a great bulk

of evidence to be found in

the Bible, even anti-Christian

historians. could not dare

IGNORE it.

! confess that the argu-
ments used by Mr. Campbell

are old, and have been used

by Christ’s enemies through-

out history, argument which

is precipitated from a high

degree of illogic or selective

fact-choosing suggests that

even Christ's enemies see he

is still having an effect on

people.

So let us dispense with

myths and look at facts. If

it is suggested that Christ-

janity has been used as a

political or materialistic

weapon, we must realise that

this is NOT the Christianity,

the Good-News, which Christ

preached. For example,

Christ’s Church is not people

who just pop down the local

Church once a week and then

carry on living a Christless

life for the rest of the week.

Christ’s Church is people

who lived for Him, in his

strength. Jesus was not, on

his own admission and oth-

ers, a teacher or philosopher,

but God made tangible for
mankind to understand, and

he never showed much inter-

est in politics.

He came to change lives

and does so when we accept

his death for our sins ‘and

ask him into our lives as

Lord. Many people are happy

as atheists and fee! perfectly

satisfied in life, they feel they

don’t need Christ, | certainly
did, but that is only because

we cannot realize the chang-

es in our lives: that Christ

can effect, in the words of

Paul:

“The unspiritual man does

not receive the gifts of the

Spirit of God ... and he is

not able to understand them,

because they are only under-

stood spiritually’’ (1 Corin-

thians 2:14).

How can we possibly be-

gin to know what Jesus has

to say to us until we all stop

ignoring the issue and face

the facts as they are. | pray

that all readers of this letter

including Mr. Campbell will

try to find out these facts,

because they are the TRUE

facts of life.

Yours in Christ,

MAURICE MOLONEY.

Dear Sir,

There has been a growing

concern in recent years with

the problems of drug abuse,

rising crime rates, sexual per-

version, and most recently

depression and suicide which

have permeated all elements

of our society. Many groups

and organisations have
sought the solution to these

problems, but most have ex-

perienced very little in the

way of concrete results.

There is, however, a pro-

gramme which has resulted

in the dramatic transforma-

tion of purposeless, unhappy:

lives into useful, productive,

and happy people. It is

known as “The Children of

God”.

The success of this pro-

gramme is the result of
adopting a whole new life

style— one based on love,
sharing, mutual co-operation

and the desire to help one’s
fellow man—in an environ-

ment of peace and harmony

where people can grow and

realize their full potential as

human beings.

Many people have criticiz-

ed this group for their revo-

lutionary way of life, but they

cannot refute the fact that it

works. If you would like to

know more about this way of

life and the work that is be-

ing done to help our fellow

men in all parts _of the

world | will be very happy

to come to your college and
meet you personally. There

are also several films avail-

_able and | am certain that

such a programme would be

of great interest to people

like you who are concerned

with the social problems of

this day and age.

To make arrangements for

a meeting or for further in-

formation, phone me at O7-

464 7769. 1 look forward to

hearing from you in the near

future.

Yours faithfully,

J. W. WORMUS.

The Landsnapper
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Portrait of a Catering

Manager
(continued from page 1)

Then someone brought up (sorry) the subject of

chips. You want more, BOY! Well, says Vic. for 5p

in the refecs you get as many as in a bag for 7p

from your nearest chippy. Well, my nearest chippy

has many more than the average Mooney portion

and they aren’t hairy and gangrened either and

theyre only 5p and that’s in W.1 (urban elitist).

Then Doctor Levy, featured as joint top of the

bill—no expense has been spared—says we can

always make suggestions to Mr. Mooney as we

meet him in our meanderings around the campus

(what’s a campus, daddy?). But he didn’t explain

what sort of suggestions and anyway me usual

meeting place is the underpass by Civ. Eng. as

we approach at right angles on a collision course—

me dreaming along on first lecture and Mooney

speeding towards college block as he commutes

in from Prince’s Gardens in his Jag.

But don’t worry, Victor. (You don’t—Do you?)

You’re not such a bad guy, really and. .

. . . ''m going to dinner in hall tonight . .

. mm

. shit.

Martin Doughty

ISRAEL
Be there for the 25th Anniversary

celebrations

wy

€5
ISRAEL'S 25th ANNIVERSARY

SEPT, 1972 ~ SEPT. 1973

TOURS TICKETS

TRAVEL KIBBUTZ

Complete programme of ISTC flights, trains, ships from

HOSTS STUDENT

& TRAVEL SERVICE LTD.
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