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ENTS TO MERGE
.. with Dramsoc, Filmsoc, Opsoc, Folk

Ents is to be merged with Dramsoc, Filmsoc., Folk

Song Club, Jazz Club and the Operatic Society in a

new “Social, Cultural and Amusements Board” (or

SCAB for short) if a proposal to the effect was accep-
ted by Union Council last night.

Included in the propo-

sals is the new post of

Social Secretary to co-or-

dinate the various com-

Union (and) fullest co-or-

dination and co-operation

of all the organisations

mittees. Imperial College

is one of the few colleges

Or universities in the

country not to have one

of these already; in many

represented. on the Board

for the benefit of the mem-

bers of the Imperial Col-

lege Union and other

members of the Imperial

polytechnics and at least

one university he is sab-

batical.

The Objects. of . the

Board, given in its draft

constitution, are “the
provision of Entertain-

ment for members of the

College of Science and

Technology.”

Essentially the board

will provide an opportun-

ity for joint operation of

the entertainments activi-

ties of the Union, and it

will also be responsible

for the financing of its

constituent committees

and societies. A block ap-

plication for funds will be

made to the Union Fin-

ance Committee.

Union Council will re-

tain the final veto over

the activities of the Board

however. Except for the

will carry out the same

joint financing, the Board

functions... for...entertain-

ments as the Publications

Board does for Felix,

Phoenix, USK Handbook

Club and Jazz Club

and STOIC.

Criticisms

One of the major rea-

sons for the setting up of

SCAB has been the dis-

satisfaction of many union

members over Ents poli-

cy this year. It has been

frequently argued _ that

Ents caters for the gener-

al public and students out-

side IC, and tends to ne-

glect the ICU membership.

SCAB is the result of

negotiations between

Paul Wadsworth, Ents

Chairman, and the Union
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HUSTINGS
Thursday

1300

Great Hall

MARTIN’S BIT

“Elections —
The following candidates were proposed and fully

seconded:

President: S. R. G. Allnutt proposed by M. T. Phillips.
J. Herrick, proposed by W: J. S. Collett.

Honorary Secretary: R. A. Armitage, proposed by M.
F. Doherty, F. R: Matthews proposed by
K. Lipscombe.

Editor of “Felix”: A. R. D. Campbell, proposed by P.
W. Jowitt.

Please note: The Candidates names have been prin-
ted in alphabetical order. -

Any errors in initials or spelling should be notified to
me by 10 a.m. on Thursday, Ist March, 1973.

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING

TOTALLY BORING
ON THURSDAY

THERE IS A UNION

MEETING

Union meetings are held

in the Great Hall, they

start at 1 p.m. (1300

MCB). You are a mem-

ber of IC union so you

can come along too. On

Thursday you will hear

the proposed candidates

telling you why they de-

serve your vote, you can

ask them questions, take

the piss or cheer them.

The following week

there is voting. You can

vote as well! The votes

are counted and if more

than 25 per cent of the

members have recorded

a preference or an_ ab-

stention, the person with

the most votes wins, (ab-

stentions are counted as

one person). So you see

you can have a real in-

fluence in Union affairs.

What Felix is saying is,

come to. the hustings, lis-

ten to the arguments, and

record a vote—take part!!

Two of .the four candi-

dates sent in a joint mani-

festo and it is printed on

page 3 so that you can

think of questions before

Thursday, (The Union

Meeting you'll remember

is on Thursday).

It is very important to

vote in the elections and

a student who takes no

part in them really has

no right to criticise the

decisions and policies of

ihe successful candidate.

Victory for the

People’s Republic !
Alasdhair Campbell is to be next year’s editor of

“FELIX.” He was unopposed when nomination pap-

ers were taken down on Friday afternoon.

A second year Physicist, Alasdhair joined the staff

of “FELIX” earlier this term and has been a regular

contributor to our political columns and has under-

studied E. J. Thribb (17) on more than one occasion.

He first sprang to fame last year as co-editor of

“Something,” a satirical broadsheet which originally

appeared in King’s College, with David Beeson, now

President-elect of King’s. Only one issue has appeared

this year; it concentrated on Felix, which it renamed

“Feelsick,” and perhaps did more than anything to

make the Editor of Felix actually read the articles

he printed before they went to press, and. indeed, to

commission some readable ones.

Originaly coming from the West Country, Alasdhair

now hails from the People’s Free Republic of Leyton-

stone High Road. Major points in his manifesto (which

we don’t now have to print) were the continuance of

politics in “Felix” and live action pictures of IC sports-

men thrashing their opponents together with live action.

interviews with sports heroes. Wonder Boy, here we

come..-;

In the. meantime, there are another eight issues to

appear under the current regime.
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Letters
GET WELL

SOON
Dear Sir,

It has been drawn to my

attention that one of the

messengers of this college

has been in hospital now for

nearly three weeks, after

being the victim of a vicious

attack at his home. He is

Mr. George Butler, the mes-

senger from Aero. / am

writing this letter not only

to let more people know why

he has not been at work re-

®ently, but more importantly

wm express the wishes of so

many students that he will

make a full and quick re-

wasvery.

It-is as a result of a des-

picable act of violence that

Wr. Butler is in hospital.

Someone threw a brick into

his face damaging his sight.

Many of the messengers

with whom he works have

been to see him and so have

some of the students who

have got to know him. /

think it is important now to

let as many people as pos-

sible know that students do

care about the people who

help the departments so
-muichi.

Yours,

ADRIAN E. SMITH.

P.S.: This college runs a
large personnel department

to deal with their employees.

Since they did not even know

about this incident, | am

forced to wonder . whether

they spend their time deal-
ing with all the individuals

they employ or simply trying

to force through productivity

deals.

_ FREE

PLUG
Last week David Hum-

phreys, Chairman of the

Methodist Society, strongly

disputed Mr. Campbell's sug-

Str;

gestion that ‘Gad is a crutch

for people who can’t come

to terms with objective rea-

lity”.

But it is true that many

people cannot come to terms

with objective reality. God

is a crutch for these people,
just as surely if it is religion

-as if is is sex, money or alco-

hol. And an escape from

reality comes as surely to the

religious type who expects

all to be well in the end as

to the: drug taker who finds

a reality only when he is

high or the Communist who

expects a golden age to fol-

low revolution.

Let us make no mistake,

however, by failing to recog-

nise that these gods are not

the God of the bible, who

revealed himself in objective

reality in the person of Jesus

Christ who went about doing

good. And we find that this

God did something about the

reality of our universal ten-

dency to do what we Know is

wrong.

When one looks at some

of these realities one has to

agree with Mr. Humphreys.

In Jesus Christ is the only

true answer to living a life

of reality.

For those interested rele-

vant literature (some free)

is available from the Chris-

tion Union bookstall, Thurs-

day lunchtimes in the JCR.

Yours sincerely,

ROBERT. J. HIGGINSON.

Elec. Eng. 3.

POVERTY

STRICKEN

| would be very interested

in learning for whom Mr.

Fenner was working at a

£4,750 rate, and whether

this was a monthly or an-

nual salary, as | need a bit of

cash myself?

Surely it couldn't have

been for reviewing plays?

Yours faithfully

and poverty-stricken,

DAVID GURNEY.

NO WAGE

INCREASES
Sir,

When | first came to work

in IC, 1 was informed that

the College had an excellent

reputation in the world of

Science and_ Technology.

Since the entrance require-

ments were also rather high,

| assumed that all the stu-

dents were of a reasonable

level of intelligence.

Last week's “‘Felix’’ had

one glowing example to the

contrary, J. H. Fenner’s let-

ter. Never have | seen such

ridiculous words in_ print!

His advocacy of the typical

Tory laissez-faire ideology

was not even cleverly put for-

ward in the way of most

bright-eyed Tories.

It would be quite easy to

present notional figures on

the frequency of wage _ in-

creases (salaries to you, Mr.

Fenner), including figures

for that small minority of

degree holders.

concerns itself with IC it is

to this area that / will res-

trict myself.

Imperial College messen-

gers, male cleaners, refectory

staff, female cleaners and

laboratory staff have not re-

ceived any. wage increase

since December 7st 19717.

IC barmen’ and_ security

guards have waited a simi-

lar length of time, and if

one were to /ook at the cleri-

cal staff situation it might be

even worse. Of course,. as

Mr. Fenner has such faith

in the idea of meritocracy,

he might as well claim that

the above group of workers

do not merit any increase.

Well, besides simple things

such as the thousands of

pounds saved as a result of

staff reductions and_ in-

creased productivity there is

another slight matter to be

considered, i.e., the rise in

the cost of living since 1971.

Or doesn’t that count, Mr.

Fenner?

May | suggest, Mr. Fen-

ner, that you report imme-

diately to your parents and

primary school so as to

undergo the complete socia-

lisation and education pro-

cess again, as something ob-—
viously went

time.

wrong last

Yours’ sincerely,

A. J. O'BRIEN,

Messenger and

NUPE shop steward.

Editor’s note: Correspon-

dence on the subject of IC

employees’ salaries and con-

ditions and that of workers

in general is now closed.

But as Felix’

INTERESTING

LETTER

! found David Humphreys

letter in FELIX last week in-

teresting, as it exhibits many

of the elements of confused

bourgeois religious ideology

prevalent in students today.

Unfortunately he has _ ne-

gated the first half of his

letter by ignoring the adjec-

tive “‘‘objective’’ in the

phrase “objective reality’’ in

my poem of the week be-

fore. | am not in the habit

of adding superfluous modi-

fiers to my lines for the sake

of scansion alone. In that

one word lay the crux of my

philosophical argument: in

order not to fall into the so-

phist and solipsist contradic-

tions inherent in all idealist

philosophies, which include

the theistic religions, one

must assume the existence of

objective reality. In other

words, that there exists mat-

ter outside of mind, this im-

plies that mind is but the

highest stage of matter and

has no spiritual existence.

(For further substantiation |

refer Mr. Humphreys to

“Materialism and = Empirio-

Criticism” by V. I. Lenin).

Those who turn to alco-

hol and drugs are living proof

of how consciousness is very

much secondary to reality.

These people, finding the

reality of life. in present-day

society unbearable, have no

recourse but to resort to es-

capism—they are not search-

ing for reality, Mr. Hum-

phreys, but retreating from

its contradictions.

To try and differentiate be-

tween changing social struc-

ture and changing people is

impossible, for any change in

one is a change in the other—

it is clear that a social struc-

ture cannot be imposed by

anyone outside society. Jesus

Christ was a revolutionary of

his time, though in his time

he had almost no effect —

his death is recorded in the

annals of the era as that of

just another troublemaker.

It was not until the 4th cen-

tury A.D. that Constantine,

Emperor of Rome, needing a

unifying structure to hold to-

gether his crumbling empire,

adopted Christianity. Its

elements of rigid hierarchy

and autocratic rule from

above made it the perfect

philosophy of life, tailor-

made as it indeed was, to

keep the ruling class and

him in particular in power,

and that oppressed class of

the time in its place.

This also accounts for re-

ligions of a similar structure

being associated with all

class-based societies and the

continuing popularity — of

Christianity in Britain today.

This is further borne out by

the fact that whenever a

state has arisen out of

class conflict by the fact

that whenever a state has

arisen out of class conflict,

as it must to ensure the con-

tinuing power of the ruling

class, one sees the decay of

pantheistic and other poly-

theistic religions and _ the

adoption of a monotheistic

religion promoted by the rul-

ing class of the time.

ALASDHAIR RD

CAMPBELL.

= C

@Steven Swailes

} W.C.2.

fext. 2229 (PO), 2881 (Int.).
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TOURS

TRAVEL

ISRAEL
Be there for the 25th Anniversary

celebrations

Complete programme of ISTC flights, trains, ships from

HOSTS STUDENT

TRAVEL SERVICE LTD.

161 GREAT PORTLAND ST, W1N 6NN

Association.

ISRAELS 25th ANNIVERSARY
SEPT 1972 —SEPT. 1973

TICKETS

KIBBUTZ

Telephone 01-580 7733
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