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Tomorrow's National

Demo assembles

Queen’s Tower, 12.45

Grants

There is a GRANTS

DEMO tomorrow (Wed-

nesday) by all the colleges

and Universities in the

~ South-Eastern region.

This is the day of climax

of the grants campaign,

which has so far included

rent strikes and refectory

boycotts all over the coun-

try. Every region in the

British Isles will be hold-

ing a mass demonstration

of unanimity for the NUS

proposals for higher grants

— so it is of vital impor-

tance that you come to

Queen’s Tower at 12.45

and join the demo, for the

march to the DES head

office must be well sup-

ported to have the effect

we need.

From Wednesday,

there are only six days un-

til the Government talk

to the NUS, after refusing

for over a year. Norman

St. John Stevas, under-Se-

cretary of state for the

DES hasn’t seen anyone

from the NUS since he

took office, Well, the

Government will hardly

‘be able to ignore this de-

mo, as we'll be right out-

side their windows.

SPORTS :—so that all

sporting students won't

have to face the dilemma

of a muddy pitch or the

demo, the ACC has can-

celled all sports fixtures

except for a few cup and

league games which can-

not be rearranged. Come

along then, and bear in

mind that beer is not one

of those commodities

whose _ price is fixed by

stage II so if you want to

be able to afford a few

jars in six month time,

come along and make

sure you get a __ higher

grant now.

All social reps are re-

minded to publicise ‘the

demo on blackboards and

make announcements — in

lectures today and tomor-

row.

At Queen’s tower at

12.45 we shall be joined

by the mass contingents of

students from other Usk

colleges. Tickets for the

Underground will be sold

— price 15p — a paltry

sum compared to the £100

p.a. increase we're de-

manding. At 1.15 the de-

mo will move off to South

Ken, where trains will be

waiting to take us to Rus-

sell Square. We assemble

in Malet Street and at 2.15

we move off with all the

other colleges in the Sou-

thern region down South-

hampton Row to the

Kingsway, round the Ald-

wych (legally a demo is a

vehicle and so has to ob-

serve one-way systems)

and across Waterloo

Bridge to the DES.

The rally after the demo

will be held on the South

Bank near the DES. Spea-

kers at the rally will be

from a London _ based

Teachers’ Union, the La-

bour Party, various Trade

Unions and Digby Jacks

(Pres. NUS) and Judy

Cotter (Pres. ULIESA).

The importance of you

coming to this demo can-

not be underestimated,

because the strength of ar-

guments that the NUS

have in a weck’s time will

depend a lot on the turn-

out for this demo.

the people who

SEX
For further Unexpurgated

Details come to

the Queen’s Tower at

12.45 tomorrow

JIREGT

ACTION!
90” support for

Refectory

Boycotts
Two refectory boycotts have taken place so- far,

both at Southside. They were organised by the Union

executive, (Some of them) and the grants action com-

mittee, following a (quorate) vote at the union meeting

of February 1 to hold refectory boycotts as part of the

I.C. campaign in support ef the N.U.S. grants cam-

paign. As the time when the negotiations between the

N.U.S. and the D.E.S, are to take place draws closer,

(Feb. 27), it is felt by the grants action committee to

be important that students

with their leadership.

There were about

twenty students picketing

students who had intended

to eat in the refectory, and

on ‘the second occasion

some people stood outside

Mech Eng to save people

the walk back to College

Block. It is impossible to

assess the exact financial

impact, or to find out the

percentage success in terms

of the number of students,

since Mr. Mooney is sup-

pressing certain informa-

tion. In particular, where-

as before the final till

receipts were rung up after

lunch, as is normal in any

shop, now the till is cov-

ered up, or the final total,

when read, is replaced by

a row of nines or SOp. But

eat at

Southside regularly (very

UGM LASHES OUT
Thursday’s Union Meet-

ing showed its anger over

refectory prices in sharply-

worded exchanges during

the President’s report.

John Lane, ICU President,

reported that Mr. Mooney

was asking for a 25% rise

to cover the losses his re-

fectories were likely to in-

cur this year.

Various members of ithe

Union told the meeting

that, even though price in-

creases had not been

approved, Mr. Mooney

had instructed his staff to

reduce the size of portions

and to charge double if

the portions appear to be

large (even if you haven't

asked for a large portion).

Angry members claimed

that this constituted a

price rise, and were only

quietened on being told

that refectory. _ prices

would be a major. topic

of discussion at the next

Union Meeting on Thurs-

day week.

Mr. Mooney has been

OVER REFECTORY
invited to this meeting to

state his case and to

answer questions, and,

since the UGM comes only

an hour before the

next Refectory Committee

meeting, it is hoped that it

will have some effect.

MINISTRY OF

AGRICULTURE

STEPS IN

At the end of January

Mr. Mooney wrote to the

Ministry of Agriculture to

ask raise

prices under the freeze. In-

formed sources say that

the Ministry replied to the

effect that prices can be

raised to recoup increased

costs of raw materials if

profit margins ‘are not in-

creased, but that since

Mooney’s increased turn-

over since 1971 has cov-

ered such increases and

the profit reduction has

been caused by wage in-

creases, no increase in

prices would be permis-

clearance to

PRICES
sible. The Ministry will

not agree to price rises to

cover increased wages

bills.

FELIX SURVEY

FELIX is to survey re-

fectories next week for

discrepancies in prices and

quantities, and our report,

Which? Refectory will be

published in next week’s

issue. So watch out, Mr.

Mooney, Felix’s _ plain-

clothes consumers are

coming!

demonstrate their solidarity~

thin people, often with

scurvy), estimated 70%

and 90% respectively in

the two boycotts so far.

What is perhaps more

encouraging is that many

people were persuaded by

the pickets to support the

boycotts, by, it must be

pointed out, verbal persua-

sion. Many of the people

were not acquainted with

the N.U.S. campaign, and

when they were told, were

totally in support of all

the claims. Most of the

people who did eat were

staff, and a lot of Mor-

mons. One of them said

that he did support the

claim, and assured us that

God was on our side, but

he was hungry. Of the stu-

dents who went in, the

commonest comment was

yes, | support the claim

for increased grants, but

this is not the way to do it.

Non: of these students was

at the Union Meeting

whica voted for refectory

boycotts. Again, some stu-

dents argued for the

“rights of the individual ito

eat where he pleases, that

being democracy.” It was

argued that this concept is

wrong. Democracy consists

of supporting the demo-

cratically taken decisions

of a particular organisa-

tion, and in changing these

decisions within the frame-

work of the organisa‘ion.

Students can expect

more lightning boycotts.

All the pickets are very

gentle people, and the one

or two people who intend

to walk past the pickets

are urged to stop and

argue the case.
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~ SLUDGE
The greed for putting

profits before the social

needs of the community is

once again illustrated by

the GLC’s stubbornness to

do anything about the

lockout it instigated on the

men who work on _ the

sludge ships. The ships

that take London’s sewage

down river to the estuary

where it is dumped in the

sea. The consequence of

this is that the £35 million

that the GLC has already

spent on depolluting the

Thames has all gone to

waste. The fish shoals

which have been introduc-

ed into the Thames so that

by 1980 we should be able

to reap the benefits from

this long term planning

will nearly all have been

killed. The long term ef-

fects on the Thames is in-

estimable. As a result of

this action by the GLC,

millions of tons of sewage

is being pumped into the

Thames, where it grossly

pollutes the river—or is

being stored in ‘lagoons”

near big housing estates in

Becton and Thamesmead

where it is becoming a

very unpleasant health

hazard. The councillors

have even pretended the

sewage is non-toxic” .

the tenants in Becton and

Thamesmead think other-

wise.

The dispute — started

when the sludge boat men

were offered a new con-

tract which imposes on

them the clauses of the

new Merchant Shipping

Act under which the Mas-

ter of the ship can fine the

men on the spot up to £50

or suspend or dismiss

them for anything he

thinks to be a misdemean-

our. (The crew of: the

cruise liner, “Ocean Mon-

arch’ were each fined £50

by the master last week

when they walked out in

protest over dirty living

quarters). Unless the men

agree to these clauses they

won't be allowed to take

the sludge out to sea.

The ‘GLC has several

councillors who wish to

‘hive off the service to pri-

vate enterprise, and there

is already one subcontrac-

tor standing by ready to

ship the sludge out to sea

at the rate of 50p per ton

(at present it costs 15p).

The subcontractors are: a

sand and gravel firm who

plan to bring back sand

and gravel from the sea

bed on the return § jour-

ney .. . so they hope to

make a real killing. Sever-

al GLC councillors, it ap-

pears, have shareholding

in this firm and have

thus a vested interest in
ensuring that this private

contractor get the con-

tract.

The convenor of — the

shop stewards has chal-

lenged the GLC Establish-

ments Officer to a public

debate but to date the lat-

ter has not taken up this

offer.

JOCK VEALL.

TRAVEL
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ISRAEL
Be there for the 25th Anniversary

celebrations

TOURS’ _ TICKETS

Complete programme of ISTC flights, trains, ships from

HOSTS STUDENT

TRAVEL SERVICE LTD.

161 GREAT PORTLAND ST. WIN 6NN

25
ISRAELS 25th ANNIVERSARY

SePr 1972 ~ SEPT. 1973

KIBBUTZ

Telephone 01-580 7733

Letters
’

As a so called member of

‘Godsoc’, | feel | must reply

to Mr. Campbell’s poem in

last week’s FELIX. Mr. Camp-

bell seems to suggest that

Christianity is for people who

can't come tto terms with re-

ality, and | would dispute

that most strongly. One

only needs to look at the

hoards emerging out of

Southside and the Union bars

at midnight, to realise that

for a lot of people life can

only become a reality in an

alcoholic ‘haze. For others

reality comes through drug

trips, and sadly for some

with an overdose of sleeping

tablets. Have these people

found reality?

iC has its fair proportion

of revolutionaries, one‘ only

needs to go to Union meet-

lings to realise that, and yet

the greatest revolutichary of

all time is ‘largely ignored;

Marx, Stalin, Castro, Guev-

ara, etc., attempted to

change social structures,

Jesus Christ changes people.

Christ produced the only

answer to the problems that

confront everyone of us —

his voluntary death on the

cross for our sins. If we ac-

cept that death, Jesus Christ

becomes a living reality, He

has all the answers to life's

problems. Jesus said: ‘’! have

come ‘that you may have life,

and life in all its fullness”.

| pray that Mr. Campbell will

come to realise ‘that Chris-

tians, far from opting out of

reality, present ‘in the person

of Jesu's ‘Christ, the only true

answer to living a life of re-

ality — the reality of a per-

sonal relationship with Jesus.

Yours in Christ,

DAVID HUMPHREYS

Chairmain of Methodist

Society.

Sir,

I would like to debunk the

attitude of the lunatic Left

that students “are workers,

too, as you will find when

you are employed, and fight-

ing for that first pay _in-

crease.”’

In the five years between

my first degree and return to

post-graduate study, | re-

ceived no less than ten sal-

ary increases. Not one of

these | asked, demanded,

struggled, or fought for.

In three plus years at my

first job, seven separate rises

boosted my pay from £1,500

to £3,100. After changing

jobs, a further three in eleven

months took it to £4,750. A

few months later, | quit.

| do not believe my case

unusual; most employers

have salary reviews periodic-

ally — every six months or

so. If you merit an increase,

you get it; you need neither

ask, demand, struggle, nor

fight.

Sincerely,

JAMES H. FENNER.

Meteorology P.G.

Gordon Reece
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“But where I come from, the ones with their legs apart . . .9?

ARMITAGE
The Spring Term statutory

meeting of the University of

London Union took place on

Saturday at Chelsea College,

and there were six hours of

animated debate. Imperial

College Union was_ repre-

sented by Rob Armitage, Ex-

ternal Affairs Officer, who got

himself elected onto the SRC

Executive.

The main topics of discus-

sion were the Government's

White Paper, ‘Education: A

framework for expansion’,

the Grants Campaign and the

setting up of a London Stu-

dent Organisation.

The major topic was the

White Paper. A motion, pro-

posed by Queen Elizabeth

College in the form of Dave

Emmett (also Chairman of

the SRC), attempted to set

down SRC policy on all

aspects of the White Paper;

Nursery Education, Schools,

In-service training for Teach-

ers, Higher and Further Edu-

cation and the Diploma. of

Higher Education. Rob Armi-

tage proposed four ‘amend-

ments, three of which were

accepted; but the fourth, de-

ploring ‘tthe government's iin-

crease in defence expendi-

ture at the same time as cut-

ting back education, was de-

feated.

The motion especially de-

plored the ‘’Proposed de-

crease of 20% in the educa-

tion budget, from 6.5% ‘to

5.0% of the Gross National

Product.’ It also deplored

the cutback of 80,000 on

projected figures for numbers

EXECUTED
of students in Higher Educa-

tion and rejected the Dip H.E.

as it stands.

An amendment to remove

a section of the motion

affirming SRC’s belief in the

state - run comprehensive

system as the only fair sys-

tem of education was, sur-

prisingly, only narrowly de-

feated, various speakers ex-

tolling the virtues of private

education and the ‘two-tier

state system.

Discussion on ‘the pro-

posed London Student Or-

ganisation was hampered by

dissatisfaction and incom-

prehension of a_ flowchart

indicating the ‘suggested

structure of the organisation.

SRC did, however, accept the

need for such an organisa-

tion and agreed to give it

their ‘support.

John Wilson, Vice-Presi-

dent of NUS for Education,

addressed the meeting on the

subject of tomorrow’s reg-

ional demonstration. ..Mis-

taking the meeting for a

rather depleted Chelsea

UGM, he went into all the

triviliaities, but stressed the

importance of a good turn-out

in London if the NUS Execu-

tive’s negotiations with the

DES next week are to be

fruitful.

Spurred on by what they

described to a FELIX reporter

as ‘‘a manic desire to get

home in time for “‘Dr. Who”,

the Executive rolled through

the minor business in rec-

ord time to finish the six

hour marathon by 5 p.m.

MORE ON
Students at Stirling

voted at a meeting of the

Student Council to boycott

the University ‘trials. They

will not be represented in

any way at the hearings,

and students witnesses

have refused to attend.

They have done this be-

cause they feel that it was

STIRLING
impossible to get a fair

hearing, for the reasons

mentioned in the last

article. The Academic

Assembly (a meeting of all

the academic staff of the

College), decided to ask

that all charges against the

students be dropped.

fHlartin’s

Bit
Yet once again the season

of elections has crept upon

us. Nomination papers are

up for the posts of President

of Imperial College Union,

Deputy President, Honorary

Secretary and_ Editor of

‘Felix’ on the Notice Board

in the Union Lower Lounge

and for Department Reps in

departments.

| have noticed that, es-

pecially in the case of Presi-

dent, ‘there are some nomina-

tions of ‘the form “‘NOT

Walter Plinge’’. This seems

to me to be rather silly and

will therefore be ignored.

There ‘appears to be a re-

Remergence of stickers ad-

vertising various phenomena,

NUS demonstrations for ex-

ample, about College. Please

remember that it is often ex-

tremely difficult to remove

them when their useful life is

over and | understand that in

the past perpetrators of the

campaigns have been sent

bills for removal of stickers

by the college. SO PLEASE

DO NOT STICK STICKERS

TO THE (COLLEGE,

Readers of I.C. News will

have noticed that there is a

new Fire Officer. His main

aim in life is the prevention

and cure of fires.

There will be a period of

amnesty during which time

anybody can bring either to

his office (room 164, College

Block) or the Union Office

empty extinguishers.

Fires in IC are not un-

known, please help to make

the College a safer place to

work and live in.

The Annual Testing of the

Fire Hoses in tthe Union

Building will take place on

Tuesday, 6th March, from

12.30 p.m.

The Annual Pancake Race

between the Executive of IC

Union and the Ladies of

ICWA will take place on

Tuesday, 6th March, starting

at 1 p.m. in the Beit Quad-

rangle.
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