
6th FEBRUARY, 1973

“TAKE A LETTER TO THE DES” was

quashed at Thursday’s Union Meeting as the

primary motivation and slogan for tomorrow’s

demonstration to the Department of Educa-

tion and Science (DES) on South Bank organ-

ised by the ICU Grants Action Committee.

A motion submitted by Piers Corbyn stating ICU’s

belief that letters sent to MPs or the DES should be

on an unofficial and individual basis was carried. leav-

ing the secondary slogan

“Demand .a living grant”

as the main line of the

demonstration. Letters

will, however, be handed

in to the DES.

The demonstration will

assemble on the Mechan-

ical Engineering concourse

at 1.15 p.m. on Wednes-

day 7th (tomorrow) and

march to South Kensing-

ton. underground station,

} participants will
board a train for Black-

friars. The march proper

take place from

Blackfriars station to the

DES building. John Lane,

ICU President, explained

to. “FELIX”: -. that:. the

march had to take _ this

somewhat unusual route

because of the limitations

on marches within a mile

where

will

of Westminster: the DES

falls into this zonal re-

striction.

John Lane is expecting

a large measure of sup-

port from IC students, and

hopes that hundreds of

The

demonstration is exclusive

to Imperial College —

Thames Polytechnic had a

similar one last week sup-

ported by 200 students.

The first national demon-

stration will be on Febru-

ary 21st, when the NUS is

organising seven regional

demonstrations, one of

which will be in London.

This will be followed by a

“National Day of Action”

on March 14th, essentially

a further series of demon-

strations.

you will turn out.

to Le Monte Dore

Price includes

bedded rooms
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2 PER CENT OF

IC GRADUATES

STILL

UNEMPLOYED
5% of IC students who graduated last summer were

still unemployed by mid-December, according to the

Annual Report for 1971-2. More students than ever

are now going into accountancy, banking, actuarial

work and the Stock Exchange: between 1965 and 197]

the percentage of students with first degrees going into

“legal, commerce and others” categories of employment

rose from 3.1 to 13.9.

The other main finding of the report is a drop in

applications for undergraduate courses of 12.1% and

a drop in anticipated admissions of nearly 8%. The

intake in 1971 was only 877, and the total number of

students rose by only 0.6% to 3,920, made up of 2,472

(63%) undergraduates and 1,448 (37%) postgraduates.

This year’s estimated student total of 4,048 would indi-

cate a rise of only 0.33% over last year.

Financially, IC succeeded in making a surplus of

£114,000 over expenditure of £10,430,000 last year,

which will be carried forward into the new quinquen-

nium. The insured value of the buildings in IC comes to

£50.5 millions — with furniture and fittings, £66m.

MISSING
IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND

TECHNOLOGY

London SW7. Telephone: 01-589 5111. Telex: 261503

(1) From Mineral Technology, Royal School of Mines,

an Adler 800 Calculator, serial No. 553042.

(2) From Electrical Engineering Department, a small

battery operated Electronic Calculator (pocket

type) Hewlett Packard make serial No. 1143-

A51365.

Should either of these items have been borrowed

for any purpose would the persons responsible

please return them to the appropriate Departmen-

tal Superintendent or the College Security Officer.

By: AR
33

-LING
“SOUNDS

I’ve just come back from one of the most enjoyable

concerts I’ve been to for some time. Full of good old

rock and roll, which you can’t get fed up with no

matter how many times you’ve heard it before.

The Rocking Devils did a fine job of warming up

the audience, turning out such vintage numbers as

“Lets Go Do the Hop”, “Little Darling”, “Teenager in

Love”, “Runaround Sue” and “Howa Nagila”, the

latter being played at the back of his neck. They simu-

lated the part well, even to the greased back hair and

playing the guitar while kneeling on the ground. Hav-

ing been on the pub and club circuit before, they were

quite overcome by the hot reception they deservedly

received, and continued long after they were due to

finish with more numbers from Bill Haley, Elvis Pres-

ley, and Eddie Cochrane. One thing they could have

done would have been. to. move closer together, as the

stage looked ridiculously empty. :

After the interval Chuck Berry’s band, consisting of

Mick Clarke (guitar), George Ford (bass) and Dennis

Elliot (drums) turned in a very short set. before they

were joined by the man himself. At his entrance every-

one on the floor rose to their feet, presumably because

the people at the front wouldn’t sit down, and they

wanted to see too.

His set was quite predictable with all the old classics

“Roll Over Beethoven”, “School Days”, “Sweet Little

Sixteen”, “Carol”, and “Memphis” which he did with

all his usual fire, playing his guitar from his waist, his

hip, horizontal, vertical and every other conceivable

position while he hopped and jumped across the stage.

“Reeling and Rocking”, his new single, has, I hear.

been sent to Mary Whitehouse with the hope she gets it

banned and it emulates the same success as the song

they followed it with — “My Ding-A-Ling”. This was

radically different from the recording at Lanchester.

and even funnier. They finished with “Johhny B

Goode”, and Chuck was off the stage and in his car
ready to leave while his band finished the song off, —

the first concert I’ve been to without hearing an encore.

G.- J. Kes,

BLOOD DONORS SAVE

: LIVES

Collecting Sessions are held

at regular intervals.

Please contact The Students

Union for information.

Your Help Is Urgently

Needed - ENROL TODAY
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Partisan?
Sit,

Letters in FELIX attacking

cleaners as being “‘lazy’’ and

“unnecessary” must be

wholeheartedly condemned

as being on the same level

as those calling students

“long-haired layabouts, who

have never done a day's

work in their lives’. An im-

portant question is raised

here for, as we are entering

this enormous campaign for

grant increases, should let-

ters and articles attacking

cleaners or any other section

of workers in the college be

published? In the Grants

Campaign we are going to

need the support of every

group of workers or profes-

sional people we can get, to

ensure the defeat and re-

moval from office of this gov-

ernment. When you go in for

a battle, for that is what the

Grants Campaign is, one does

not want to alienate one’s

friends and support one’s

enemies. The whole of soci-

ety is being polarised; today

you must either be on one

side or the other. On the

side. of students, hospital

workers, pensioners and civil

servants fighting to stop liv-

ing standards being cut—or

on the side of big business,

property speculators and the

Tories, fighting to maintain

their rate of profit.

A successtul Grants Cam-

paign must be seen as a part

of the entire class struggle.

Plans must be made and for-

ces mobilised to demonstrate

that we are not prepared to

lie down and be trampled

over: we must fight back.

“Felix’’ should be part of

this fight for it is a student

newspaper. It should be a

paper that discusses all the

issues involved in the de-

fence of students’ rights —

not one that sets out to be

non-partisan.

Yours, etc.,

PETE: GILLETTE.

(Note—this letter has

been adapted slightly to en-

sure grammatical correctness

and continuity).

Editor’s Note: /t would

be sheer hypocrisy to sup-

press free speech in a student

newspaper, which is exactly

what Mr. Gillett is suggest-

ing! Felix will continue to

attempt to show all sides of

the argument wherever pos-

sible.

More UGMs
Comrade Editor,

! am continually shocked,

surprised, disappointed and

bored to tears by reading

such inchoate bourgeois poli-

tical sub-thinking as _ por-

trayed in the letter. from

Charles Russden.

The habit of rambling on

about democracy in student

affairs is repugnant to all

members of the Union with

a trace of dialectics in their

souls.

_ As | understand the sys-

tem, in order to ensure that

union meetings are represent-

ative, a random numeral,

chosen between the greatest

and least number of students

likely to attend a Union

meeting, is called a quorum

_and shouted out at inoppor-

tune moments by Bill (1 hate

myself for .doing. this, but

.« «} Gerrard.

| find it-very difficult to

believe that we really need

less than one Union meeting

every week—be they general

or Extraordinary general—to

decide. on the best tactics
in the continual struggle

against Capitalism, but for-

‘tunately one section of the

revalutionary vanguard of the

student proletariat (i.e., the

Exec.) is not afraid of ignor-

ing the irrelevant whinings

of the average “‘moderate”’

apolitical twits and_ take

votes on contentious mo-

tions in order to defeat Tory

attacks.

In closing there is one

question about democracy

to which | would be grateful

for an answer from Mr.

Russden: Why should anyone

who isn't a political activist

be allowed a vote at Union

meetings?

Yours fraternally,

ALASDHAIR ULYANOV

(No relation).

sg

Left-wing

thinking
Sif;

At last the final solution

has been found!

It is well-known that there

currently exists a global glut

of unemployed graduates;

the taxpayer must pay these

people not only whilst. they

study, but also when they

find their expensive educa-

tion unwanted. The result is

a total waste of both public

money and these young

people’s time.

Now if the state were to

stop giving grants to students

altogether, fewer would

attend universities, of course.

Thus, the surplus-graduate

problem would be_ solved

most neatly, as would the

student-nuisance problem,

since most would be too busy

earning and studying to play

at revolution. Most import-

ant of all, more than £700
million of public money

would bé saved each year,

and could be used for such

worthy causes as the aboli-

tion of supertax and death

duties.

Yours faithfully,

JEPEELY=FRY.

Volunteers!
The Wandsworth Housing

Aid Centre is a _ voluntary

organisation which provides

housing aid and advice to

families and single people.

It is run by a committee of

members and is staffed dur-

ing tthe day by one (soon to

be two) full-time paid Co-

ordinator. We receive most

of our financial support from

Shelter and our services are

free.

The main work of the

volunteer members is to give

preliminary interviews’ to

people who make appoint-

ments by ‘phoning or calling

in during the day. The inter-

views take place between

7.00 and 9.00 Monday to

Friday. We also have a

meeting once a month. We

desperately need more mem-

ber/interviewers. who can

spare about two evenings

per month. No-one is expect-

ed to interview alone until

they have sat in with an

experienced interviewer for

a while..Once the interviewer

has taken all the details and

given any advice he can, the

case is taken up by the full-

time Co-ordinator.

! should be very grateful

if you could mention our

need for more volunteers in

your newspaper so that any

of your students (or staff)

who live in the Wandsworth

area and who are interested

will get in touch with us. The

people to get in touch with

for more information, date of

next meeting, etc. are—Dave

Ferris (Co-ordinator) Wands-

worth Housing Aid Centre
daytime only 870 2679

Jackie Edwards: evenings
and weekends 223 2016

Ann Fowler, Tricia Ross

evenings and weekends

870 3259

Thank you,

Yours sincerely,

JENNIFER BEARDWOOD.

Case

History
As you have asked for

letters concerning the grants

campaign, | thought | would

write and tell you what my

particular story is, with re-

gards to grants.

1. Early in 72, 1 applied as

normal for an LEA grant, and

was awarded £360 pa for 3

years, £120 pa being de-

ducted because of parental

income.

2. At Christmas, | got

married to a girl who had a

4 months old baby. She did

not have a job then, arid does

noi have one now.

3. Twice, on ‘phoning my

LEA, | was told that my grant

could not be changed for the

whole of the 3 years, either

by virtue of my _ married
status or because of the de-

pendent child.

4. We moved into a base-

ment flat in Hammersmith,

and are paying £5 plus per

week rent, where my wife

does domestic cleaning for

the landlady.

5. My situation can now

be summarised. For an in-

come of £360 a year, or £12

a week during term time,
with nothing during vacation,

| have to support myself, my

wife, my child including all

food, clothing, travel expen-

ses and books.

lf Mr. Norman St. John

Stevas can think of how we

are to live, | hope he will

please tell me.

BILL WOOD, EEI.

(Thank you Felix).

ASTMS
Sir,

A token stoppage by some

hundreds of members of the

Imperial College Branch of

ASTMS took place last Tues-
day afternoon. There is @

Branch Meeting this Tues-

day, February 6th, and it is
likely that the same event

will occur. Thereafter it is

likely to become more seri-

ous and | have no doubt that

we will come to the President

of IC Union to invoke the

agreement made_ between

the College based Unions

(including 1.C. Union) during

the presidency of John Mc-

Cullough.

The situation is complex,|

but simply it is as folows.

In 1969 ASTMS was chal-

lenged to co-operate on an

equal basis with the govern-

mental Manpower Service

Unit and the Universities to

provide the correct salaries

and correct gradings for

University Technical Staff.

This challenge we accepted

and have been heavily in-

volved in detailed and con-

structive work. As time has

progressed national and local

agreements have evolved to

which ASTMS and_ the. Uni-

versities have put their sig-

natures, binding in honour

only. Elsewhere up and down

the country the administra-

tion of Universities have

broken such = agreements

made. It now appears to be

the turn of Imperial College

administration.

Having .demolished every

single argument that the Col-

lege administration have

brought forward, we find that

the College is breaking two

agreements because it is

their decision to do so.

There are other matters

that also concern us. A

group of dedicated and pro-

vocative non-trade unionists,

who demand as aright every

concession that their trade

union colleagues win from

the College locally and from

the Universities nationally,

have been given the most

favoured treatment. This, in-

cluding a special meeting

with the Rector. It may not

be widely known but it is

College policy to deny the

ASTMS any representational

rights as a body on any Col-

lege Committee except one.

WE sit on that one because

we threatened many years

ago some drastic action. It

may not also be widely

known that the present Rec-

tor has ruled that he will not

see representatives of

ASTMS and IC Union jointly

on any matter.

With the conscious

breaking of agreements by

the College and in this kind

of atmosphere, who can

blame our members for dem-

onstrating their disgust.

Yours sincerely,

H. FAIRBROTHER,

Secretary.

Thank yeu,

Sonia!
Sif,

| refer to the letter from

Sonia Hochfelder in last

week’s ‘Felix’. Rather an

interesting point of view is

put forward as regards the

exploitation of the students

by the bourgeoisie. This

class is responsible for cal-

culating the future increased

value of us students as a re-

sult of our education. Does

Sonia realise that by her let-

ter she might have provoked

some bourgeoisie exploiter

somewhere to thinking that

perhaps pure research in

science is rather unprofit-

able?

Just think of all those

intellectuals, who do little

teaching, turning out very

little profit for the bour-

geoisie — and being well

paid for it. What does she

feel like to be a potential

destroyer of one of the sec-

tions of our life untainted by

the profit motive?

| feel the bourgeoisie

should be very grateful to

Sonia for pointing out such

an efficient system for mak-

ing the most from education.

One wonders why they do

not take immediate action.

Yours sincerely,

CHRIS STEVENS.

Boring
Sit,

A glance at a substantial

part of your Letters Page last

week prompted me to ask

the following question.

If 1 were to translate a

few pages from a particular-

ly boring book, such as the

Patagonian edition of ‘Mein

Kampt’, and sandwich the

resulting tract between the

word “Sir” and my_ signa-

ture, would you print it (with

perhaps a neat heading such

as “Fascist Contracep-

tions’)?

Yours quizzically,

ADOLF VON WEASEL-

2: GROPE,

President, C.&G. Y.N.S.S.S.

Responsi-

bility
Sir,

The responsible Union.

One year a levy on Hall

fees for a new Hall of Resi-

dence was decided upon. The

following year there was an

attempt to cancel it.

One week there was a

decision to get students as a

body of Union members to

write letters to the Under-

Secretary of State at the

DES. The following week this

was cancelled.

The responsible union.~

Yes, | know, it isn’t neces-

sarily “the Union Exec”

which does this. It is a num-

ber of those people who try

to guide Union policy with

their shortsighted, narrow

and sometimes ignorant mo-

tions, resolutions and de-

mands.

People who want to. be

taken seriously should- be-

have.in.a serious fashion.

Yours faithfully,

DORI SCHMETTERLING.

TIME FOR ACTION!
At long last after 3 UGMs the Union is now going

to DO something about getting higher grants in-
stead of simply making demands with nothing to back

them up.

The demonstration next Wednesday to the DES and

the refectory boycotts to be launched bring us right

into the thick of the fight for higher grants. With 42

colleges on rent-strike and many more running refec-

tory boycotts with the excellent demonstration of 500

students from Thames Polytechnic to the DES last

Wednesday and that of 1,000 in Southampton the

previous week, there is every. sign that this grants cam-

paign is going to be the biggest success students have

ever had.

OUR CASE

The justice of the claim is beyond doubt. Not only

has our standard of living been slashed, not only is

there gross discrimination against married women and

students in the FE colleges, but in fact the last rise

in 1971 was a CON. Our parents are paying most of

it in increased contributions — many of them either
cannot or will not pay them.

But reason has no effect on this Government. It

has taken over a year to agree to meet NUS to discuss

the claim. Any trade union faced with a similar res-

ponse would have been out on strike months ago.

Unfortunately. students cannot have the same effect

by striking but we must use what power we have —

the economic power of rent strikes and refectory boy-

cotts against the colleges and the disruptive power of

demonstrations, lecture boycotts (and of course refec.

boycotts as well).

So far the militancy of the nation-wide campaign

has won us two things:— firstly the DES has finally

agreed to meet NUS on 27th Feb., secondly a number

of vice-chancellors have made public statements sup-

porting us.

REFECTORY BOYCOTTS

The UGM voted for this tactic by a vote of the order

of 3 to 1 rejecting the threats made by Victor J.

Mooney in last week’s Felix. We must totally oppose

any suggestion of closing the Union lower refectory

next year. It is becoming increasingly viable. If the

bar in the Union Lower lounge had been opened at the

beginning of term as it should have been ithe Union

ref. might well have been breaking even due to the

increased custom attracted.

As for Mooney’s suggestion that the refectory staff
will take the boycotts as a personal insult, the boycott

is aimed at getting higher grants and the staff will

surely realise this — unless, of course, someone is

stirring up trouble to set the students and workers

against each other. The Union is pledged to fight ag-

ainst any threat to jobs and we must take this pledge

very seriously indeed. We can use our representation

on the Refectories Committee to fight redundancies but

in the last analysis its up to the union as a whole to

take action alongside the trade unions in College if

this threat is made.

WEDNESDAY’S DEMO .

This must be seen as a part of the build up to the

big demo on Feb. 21st covering all colleges and uni-

versities in the S.E. of England. By marching to the

DES we can firstly put some more pressure on the

Government, secondly get press coverage and thirdly

involve hundreds of union members in the campaign.

After the demo we won’t just crawl back and lie down

again. We have to keep up the activity, building up

to an even bigger turn-out on February 2\st.

HORROR STORIES!

The national (and local) press like the personal

touch. So if we want publicity on grants we read: “J.

Bloggs of IC is living on chips because his parents can’t

(or won’t) give him the £150 parental contribution he

is due.”

Anyone with grant difficulties out of the ordinary

should come into the union office and give the de-

tails to the President who will use the case history to

get the sort of favourable press coverage we need.

JOHN LANE

ISRAEL se
Be there for the 25th Anniversary

celebrations wangESeas

TOURS TICKETS

TRAVEL KIBBUTZ

Complete programme of ISTC flights, trains, ships from

HOSTS STUDENT

TRAVEL SERVICE LTD.

161 GREAT PORTLAND ST, W1N 6NN

Telephone 01-580 7733


