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SPECIAL

EXTRA

THURSDAY
The purpose of this special issue of “ Felix” is to

tell. you about Rent Strikes, and why it is proposed

that we hold one in Imperial College.

At the end of last year, several provincial university

unions decided that, since their hall fees were so high,

and were greatly in excess of the “notional element” of

£240 allowed for in the grant (£275 in London) they

would go on rent strike until increases scheduled on

these fees were cancelled and the fees tied to the

motional element. Major centres were Surrey, Dundee

and Keele.

It worked. So, at Margate Conference in November,

NUS delegates from colleges all over Britain voted to

use the Rent Strike weapon in order to force the gov-

ernment to increase student grants. A call went out for

a national rent strike, and 25 unions have already

responded positively. Ten more are discussing whether

to hold one this week. That includes us.

On Thursday, at 1 p.m. in the Great Hall, a UGM

will decide whether or not we should join the 25. The

motion that will be put to the Union is printed below

im its entirety. Elsewhere in this issue you can read how

the campaign was born at Margate Conference; John

Lane explains how a rent strike would work; we have a

report of the Campaign Co-ordinating Committee (set

up by the NUS) first meeting; and a report on how the

rent strike at Surrey University last term worked.

In future weeks we shall be able to-tell you how rent

strikes are working at other universities in Britain, or

how they are failing. This week a London Student

Press Association team is visiting 8 Midlands univer-

sities, and their report will appear first in FELIX next

week. It is hoped that other teams will visit other parts

of the country over the next few weeks.

Finally, it might seem to you that having a rent strike

is now a fait accompli, having read what appears in this

issue. It is not. It is only a proposal.

WHETHER OR NOT TO HAVE A RENT
STRIKE tS YOUR DECISION.

YOU HAVE TO MAKE IT THIS THURS-

DAY.

SEE YOU AT THE UNION MEETING

THEN. )

The Motion

Imperial College Union, reaffirm its demand for

“£100 increase in the grant now” and “the full grant

for all who study”.

In the interests of a united campaign, I.C.U.

pledges full ‘backing to the immediate demands of

the N.U.S. for

1. An end to the discretionary award system which

allows local authorities to pay lower grants to

many students, particularly those in FE Col-

leges.

2. Anend to discrimination against married women

students.

3. An interim grant increase of £65 to cover the

cost of inflation since 1971.

4. An annual grant review based on a student cost

index.

This union notes the “secondary but no less im-

portant” demand of the N.U.S. Margate Confer-

ence for higher grants for post-graduates. I.C.U.

strongly urges N.U.S. Executive to give this demand

much greater priority and itself resolves to treat it

as equal to the above four.

I.C.U. notes the rent strikes by hine student unions
last term and those proposed by twenty-five unions
this term, and expresses its whole-hearted solidarity
with all unions on rent strike, whether against ex-

cessive rents or for higher granits as part of the NUS
campaign.

L.C.U., observing the reduced taxation of the rich
and big business concerns and the increased expen-
diture on armaments by the Heath administration
believes that higher grants should be financed from
these sources rather than ‘by further taxation on
working people.

[.C.U. withdraws the voluntary levy of 35p per
week paid by students in hall towards the cost of
new halls and calls for all future buildings to be
financed ‘by a wealth tax.

I.C.U. resolves on a two-pronged campaign aim-
ing

1. to win public support, and in particular that of

the organised working class, for our claim: to

demonstrate the united anger of 600,000 students

at the deterioration in our living standards and

thus make it politically very difficult for the

government to reject our demands.

t
N

to use the only economic power we have, the

ability to withhold hall and house rents, to force

the college ‘authorities to put intense pressure on

the Government to concede our claim.

1.C.U. therefore mandates

|. the President, Executive and Council to organise
support for the N.U.S. grants campaign, in par-
ticular for

the USK area activities

the London demonstration on Feb. 21st
the National Day of Action on March 14th.

i
)

the President and Departmental Representatives
to organise departmental meetings to discuss the
Grants Campaign.

o
>

Union members in hall or house to pay their
rents ‘bill less £3.85 new halls levy into a special
rent strike fund ‘the contents of which will not
be paid to the college unless a resolution of an
I.C. Union Meeting so instructs.

4. this meeting to elect a committee to organise a
rent strike.

5. the President to inform the media, Norman St.
John Stevas, M.P., Secretary of State at the
Department of Education and Science, Lord
Penney, the N.U.S. and all unions involved in
rent strikes, Hammersmith Trades Council, the
Briants’ ‘“‘Work-in” and the trade unions in LC.
of this resolution with a view to obtaining their
‘support.
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MARTIN'S BIT
Welcome back to IC,

I hope that you had an enjolable va-

cation, didn’t drink an excess of (Dis-

tillers’) Christmas Spirit, and are re-

freshed ready for another term.

(Remember, exams are only four

months away.)

on Honey
I have some bumph from the NUS

about charitable trusts and money for

Travelling Scholarships (the “Gilbert-

Treasy-Kapp Scholarships”). Anybody

who is nearing the end of the course

and has suffered an unexpected financial

disaster or would like a vacation on the

NUS should form an orderly queue in

the Union Office.

on Jpdarking
A few people have still not collected

their Parking Stickers. Any that are not

collected by Ist February will be can-

~ celled and the places allocated to people

who are on the waiting list.

on Constitutions
[ am at present looking at the IC

Union By-Laws with the intention of

rationalising some anomalies (such as

having two different constitutions for

the Ents Committee) and making elec-

tions foolproof. If you have any ideas, [

will be very pleased to discuss them

Suppiupping
Whatever part you take in Union

Activities, it is almost certain that the

organisation involved will have its an-

nual dinner this term. So perhaps a

couple of sentences on when to bang the

table and what to do with the Port may

be useful to some of my multitudinous

band of readers.

1. Sherry will be served at a reception

from approximately 7.00 p.m. until

7.30 p.m., when somebody will bang

a gong or stand on a table and say

words to the effect of “My Lords,

Ladies and Gentlemen, Dinner is

served’, or, alternatively, “Ow;

Nosh’s up!”

The assembled multitudes then go

into the dining room, and stand at

their places until the Chairman has

said a form of grace, and then sit

down.

b
o

The meal is then served. One does

NOT

(a) smoke, or

(b) leave the room

t
n

until after the toast to the Queen.

It is customary at Imperial College

to bang the table if somebody leaves the

room before the Loyal Toast. At Club

Dinners he will often be required to

drink a pint of beer before sitting down

to continue his meal.

with you and will welcome all contri-

butions.

on Screws
Somebody has borrowed the Union

Office screwdriver. This makes screwing

in the office difficult. Any person with

information which leads to the recovery

of my tool should send it to me or con-

tact their local police station.

on Photographs
On a more lighthearted note, if any-

body has a photograph of me doing

interesting things like refereeing the

Pancake Race last Shrove Tuesday, or

being thrown in the Round Pond, or

reading the minutes of Union Meetings,

or playing Rugby, or paralytic in the

Union Bar, I would like to see them

with the intention of buying copies to

show my grandchildren some of the

things that Grandad did when he was

at College. This may seem silly to many

people but on the other hand they will

be valuable when I become rich and

famous.

on Dinners
A very talented writer has submitted

an article to Felix on How to Behave

at Dinners. It is a really excellent piece

of journalism and I recommend it to

you.

in Style
4. The Port is passed from right to left,

each diner pouring his own glass;

the decanter is not put down until

each person’s glass is full.

5. When the Loyal Toast is proposed,

the company stands and says “The

Queen”. Toasts are taken seated only

on board ship. .

6. {t is in order to smoke or leave the

room after the Loyal Toast.

7. There will probably be some other

speeches and toasts. It is in order

to laugh at the jokes but this rarely

happens (to my jokes, anyway). |

8. After the speeches, diners do not

leave the table until the Chairman

and his party leave. He will often

suggest the dinner adjourns to a

neighbouring bar.

If anybody doubts my qualifications

to impart this knowledge, I went to 23

dinners last term (and paid for most of

them), enjoyed the omelettes or stuffed

peppers and actually turned down one

invitation. I shall be glad to expound

further if anybody is confused—especi-

ally as to the origins of some of the

rituals—if you come and see me.

Martin C. Black

TICK TOCK

TICK TOCK

the e.g.m.

MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY

GENERAL MEETING OF THE IMPERIAL

COLLEGE UNION, HELD ON TUESDAY,

12th DECEMBER 1972 IN THE GREAT HALL

OF IMPERIAL (COLLEGE

1. The Honorary Secretary, Mr. M. C.

Black, was in the Chair; there were ap-

proximately 350 members present. The

meeting was opened at 1.18 p.m.

2. Mr. Jowitt explained that the motion

of Ratification of Election Procedure

passed by the U.G.M. of 30th November

1972 had been referred back to the Union

by Council for, and with, clarification,

recommending that the E.G.M. pass the

motion “The Union ratifies this election

and its results for President of the Im-

perial College Union for the Session

1972/73”, again.

Mr, Coffey spoke against and Mr. A. E.

Smith spoke for the motion.

Mr. Gillett proposed a move to a vote.

This was carried.

Mr. Jowitt summed up. The Motion was

passed overwhelmingly with 20 members

voting against and 16 abstentions.

The Chairman passed the Chair to Mr.

John Lane, President of the Union.

3, Returning Officer’s Report

The Honorary Secretary, as Returning

Officer for the Election of a Represen-

tative for the Department of Geology,

declared Mr. Easterbrook elected unop-

posed.

4. Report of the Delegation to the N.U.S.

Conference at Margate

Mr. Armitage spoke at length on behalf

of the delegation, and introduced the

report which had been circulated (filed

in the Minute Book). Mr. Castledine

spoke on the Grants debate. The dele-

gation answered questions from the floor

and Mr. Corbyn spoke on Rent Strikes.

Mr. Armitage suggested one of the best

ways of reporting back to the Union was

to debate motions passed by N.U.S. at

U.G.Ms. and he asked the Union to note

the Motion on Thalidomide which had

been cireulated (filed in Minute Book).

He then proposed “Imperial College

Union boycott the products of the Dis-

tillers Company Limited” in line with

instruction A3 of the N.U.S. Motion.

He asked members to sign the petitions

which were being circulated.

Mr. Dowson pointed out that although

Mr. Armitage was asking the Union to

boycott spirits, D.C.L. had a large inter-

est in two breweries and he felt that this

should be included in the motion. This

amendment was accepted.

Mr. Newman proposed an amendment

making the boycott voluntary. This was

defeated. Mr. Phillips proposed an am-

endment ‘asking the ‘College not to use

D.C.L. products. This was accepted.

The Motion as amended was passed

overwhelmingly.

Miss Hoechfelder began to propose a mot-

ion on Grants.

Mr. Hoskins proposed a move to next

business. This was passed.

5. Indochina

Mr. Corbyn proposed:

“T.C.U, recognises the importance of the

struggle of the Indochinese people as

part of the struggle all over the world

against Imperialism.

LC.U. realises that the U.S. Army will

only in fact withdraw if they are driven

out by the strength of the revolutionary

movement in Indochina and the world-

wide solidarity movement.

1.C.U. notes the call by the Vietnamese

National Liberation Front for the re-

building of the world-wide solidarity

rf

TICK TOCK

minutes

movement, and welcomes the _ iniative

taken in Britain to organise the Indo-

china Solidarity Conference.

Hence, further to requests:

1. ICU affiliates to the Indochina Solid-

arity Conference and agrees to elect

delegates from this meeting to re-

port back on how ICU can help build

the solidarity movement. This move-

ment to be organised in I.C. by the

Indochina Solidarity Front.

2. ICU agrees to pay £20 affiliation fee/

donation,

3. ICU agrees to pay £20 towards the

cost of posters for the coming cam-

paign, these posters to be printed

by Briants Colour Printers.”

After discussion the motion was taken

in parts and the first part was defeated.

The Hon. Secretary explained that since

the first part had been defeated it was

pointless to continue discussion since it

would be concerned with paying money

to an organization the Union had just

decided not to support.

Briants Colour Printers

Mr. A. Smith proposed:

“ICU recognises that the people ‘working

in’ at Briants Colour Printers are fight-

ing, with the only method available to

them, to defend their jobs. Also that

during this fight they have shown how

such struggles can best be fought by

using the works as a focus for other

working class struggles such as during

the fight to free the five London dockers

when Briants printed posters in support

of the five.

Hence, LC.U::

1. Will offer all future printing orders

to Briants in the first instance, since

it is only with orders that the work-

in can continue,

2. Resolves to donate from Union funds

the sum of £50 to defend this work-

in.

3, Strongly urges all organisations it

supports or affiliates to to get print-

ing done at Briants.”

Mr. Wadsworth pointed out that Enter-

tainments Committee had taken estimat-

es from Briants Colour Printers and that

these were of the same order as their

present printers.

After brief discussion the motion was

taken in parts.

The first and third parts were carried,

the second—to donate £50—was defeat-

ed.

University of South Kensington

Mr. Armitage proposed:

“ICU reaffirms tits support in U.S.K, as

a socio-political entity, and hopes to see

clubs and societies not only offering

membership to U.S.K. students, but also

being run on a U.S.K. basis, that is to:

say, by officers drawn from U.S.K. col-

leges.

ICU pledges to consider financial sup-

‘port, in conjunction with other U.S.K.

Colleges, to any ‘society or group which

wishes to become a U.S.K. society or

group.” ;

Mr. Hoskings proposed an amendment

that the motion should not apply to Rag.

Mr. Armitage accepted this amendment.

The Motion was passed.

The Quorum was successfully challenged.’

The President closed the meeting at 2.22.

p.m.


