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EDITORIAL

THE PAYMENT OF FINES.

The repercussions of the November 5th rag are again
ralsing their ugly head. It will be recalled thet af 5 1.9,
Union General Meeting last term Mr. D.C.Howe, who was in the
Chair as Vice President, stated in answer to a question that
the fines and the costs would be pald by the Union, and that
the funds would be raised by a dance and a voluntary collection.
This announcement was greeted with acclamation and apparently
general approval, and a highly successful "whip round" has
already been made on this basis. ,

However, it i1s now reported thst 2t a meeting of the
Executive Committee on Januasry 16th it was suggzested that the
Union should pay the costs, but that the students concerned
should pay their own fines. It was held that for the Unicn to
pay the fines would appear as a condunaticn of the of ferigey
would set a dangercus precedent, and would act as an inecentive
to students to break the law in future.

The students concerned, and many others, hold strong
views about this. They feel that the fact that they were
arrested was in the nature of a luck of the drew, that in many
cases they were amcng the lesser offenders, and that they
were merely the unlucky scapegoats for police disapproval of
what was essentially a College affair. They hold that if the
Union pays the fines it will be recognising this, whereas 5
they pay they will have a permanent blot on their escutchecns.
They also claim that if punishment be deemed necessary they
have already suffered sufficiently with their protracted
anxiety and the indignity of appearing in court.on
comparatively sericus charges.

Presumably this matter will now be referred to the I.C.
Unlon Council, but we sincerely hope that the decision given
to the General Meeting will not be over-ruled withcout further
reference tc ancther General Meeting. The sum cf money
involved is small, and it is essentially a moral issue; 1t is
a matter on which opinions differ, and it affects the Union
as a whole. Surely it should be debated and decided by a
General Meeting?

FELIX SOBERS UP.

There was a criticism of our last i1ssue which appeared
to be sufficiently general to warrant some comment on this
page. It was that the issue was merely a concatenation of
accounts of bibulation - succenctly put by one person with
the question "When are you going tu squeeze the beer out of
Felix?" - ‘
We agree with the critics, and apclogise. The alccholle
emphasis did not reflect editorial policy, but was purely
adventitious. FELIX is what you make it, and it so happened
that when the reports came in from ocur correspondents on their
Christmas sctivities, they had all 1laid sume stress on the
intoxicating nature of the occasions. However, Christmas comes
but once a year, and FELIX, having had his urgy of alcoholism,
is now sober and wiser, but nct, we hope, sadder.

Contributions must be in by the Monday preceding the date
of -the next issue, but it wlll be appreclated 1f they are
submitted sooner. They shculd be addressed to The Editor,Felix,
I.C.Union. Gontributers must supply-thelr names ‘and celleges
with their contribution, though they may write under noms de
plume 1f they wilsh.







