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STRIKE VOTE
PAY FIG

by PAUL HEATH owr Lebour %rreapmﬂent

: A mass meetlng of the
Agsociation of Scientific, Techni-
cal and Managerial Staffs on Tuese
day voted almost unanimously in
support of their leadership strike
proposals which back z university
technician pay claim. The 500 str-
ong Imperial College branch will
take part in a rational one day
strike on 29%th April and a three
day stoppage at this college from
6th to 6th May (to co=incide with .
the colleze open day on 8th May
which is designed to further the
£2 million I.C. appeal launched
in _January), Isolated stoppeges
at other universities will alsgo
take place,.

The salary claim is for a 10%
inorease in reply to which the universi-
ties nationally have offered 4% from their
own resources and indicated that any more
would have to come from the Government,

The ASTNS see their action as the most ser-
ious step they can take to persusds theus-
iversities to 'seriously snd publically
press the governmment for more funds', ASTMS
Branch Secretary, ilr., Harry Fairbrother, a
lecturer in +Maths believes it is *extreme=
1y meral to be the spearbead which forces
the universities to stand up to the govern~
ment®. @e states that university salaries
have not kept pace with either the cost of
living or salaries in eomparative employ-
ment (since January 1966 Medical Technic~
ians bave bad a 15% increase against 7.9%
for the University technicians), and only
career prospects and loyalty to the college
keeps technicians en., There is a 4O% ann~
ual turnever in junior technical stalf at

IiC.

Fundamental differences exist
between the two sides on the guestion of
the salary increases and it is hoped a
meeting teday at the Depariment for Bmploy-
ment apd Productivity will settls them but
this seems unlikely., Meanwhile, Imperisl

Arthur Sier asls for steppage
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College say that they will enly abide by
what is naticnslly negetiated snd approved.

At tbe meeting, Arthar Sier, mov-
ing the motien for sirike action, accused
the Universities Coumities for Technical
Staffs of distorting the facts in a dooumes
ent they are circulating and trying te un~
dermine the technicians, After discussien
the 300 members present voted almest to a
mex. to come out on miwike, Side

N.U.S.rbhes asked its members not
to taks over techmicians'! work during str-
ike periods and ASTMS hope that students
here will follow this lead. The Associate
ion of University Teachers hes made 2 sime
ilar request to its mewbers, Meenwhile,
there are threats of mere action in the
air if the strikes have no effect,

Bernmard Sunlsy House was once again
visited by firemen last weekend when &
newly wired Entryphane started to smoulw
dor, While at the Student House the fire~
men noticed the bad charring of wallpaper
behind the lending heaters, a danger
reported in FELIX as lung as 7 weeks age
Also the pwierity job of removing bars
aoross besement windows has still not
beon earried oub.

Residents at the House whe have
been using uneuthorised ' (and unmetexed)
elactric Pires heve now been presented
with an electricity bill. In many coses
residants have disoovered the high cost

of runping o fire contimuously.







