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A mass meeting of the

As aes of Seientific, Techni-
eal and} anage) -ial Staffs on Tues-
day voted’ a imost unanimously in
support of ‘np ir leadership strike
proposals which back 2 university

technician pay claim, The 500 str-
ong Imperial College branch will
take part in a rational one day

strike on 29th April anda three

day stoppage at this college from
6th to 6th May (to comincide with
the college open day on 8th May
Wiad is designed to further the
£2 million I.c. appeal Launched

in January). Isolated stoppages
at other universities will also
take place,.

The salary claim is for a 10%

inerease in reply to which the universi-

ties nationally have offered 4% from their
own resources and indicated that any more

would have to come from the Government,

The ASIMS see their action as the most ser=
ious step they can take to persuade the um-
iversities to ‘seriously and publically
press the government for more fundst., ASTMS
Branch Secretary, Hikers Harry Fairbrother, a

lecturer in +Maths believes it is *extreme-
ly moral tc be the spearhead which forces
the universities to stand up to the govern-
ment’, ie states that university salaries
have not kept pace with either the cest of
living or salaries in eomparative employ~
ment (since January 1966 Medical Technic~-

jans have had 0 15% increase against 7a %
for the University technicians), and only
career progpects and leyalty to the college
keeps technicians on, There is a 40% ann=
ual turneverin junior technical staff at

IC,
Fundamental differences exist

between the two sides on the question of

the salary increases and it is hoped a _
meeting teday at the ee

ment and Productivity will settle them but
this seems unlikely. Meanwhile, Imperial

Arthur Siexr aska for stoppage
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College ap tet Sins =) ae ocean
what is naticnally negetiated and appreved.

At the meeting, Arthur Sler, mov-

ing the motion for strixe action, accused

the Universities Coumittee for Tecanieal

Staffs of distorting the facts Ina decwa-:

ent they are circulating and trying te une
derminethe technicians. 4fter discussion
eS 300 members present voted almegt to a

n te come out on sirike.

N.U.S.+hes asked its members not

to take over teclmicians' work during str

ike periodsen ASTMS hope that students

herewill follow this lead. The Associat-

ion of University Teachers has made & Sim

ilar request to its members, Meanwhile,

there are threats of more action in the

air if the strikes have ne effect.

Bernard Sunley House was once again
visited by firemen last weekend when a

newly wired. Entryphone started to smoul-
der, While at the Student House the fire-
men noticed the bad charring of wallpaper
behind the landing heaters, a danger

reported in FELIX as long as 7 weeks age
Also the priowity job of removing bars
acress bagement windows has still not
been earried out,

Residents at the House whe have

been using unauthorised ‘(and unmetered)
electric Pires heave now been presented

with an electricity bill, In many cases

residents have a@iscevered the high cost

of runing 2 fire continuously.



system and specialisation «ef aciense cou-
vias were mage. at ‘this 1s day conference on

es ring me thed aS held at

Hes end of last term in Elec. Eng, A shila
ef JURGO the conference was organised by

Prefs, Ring and Cherry with student helps
About 10 people (half staff), attended te
hear speakers, 6 frem sacar I.G. te try
and ‘increase awareness throughout I.C.Ps
the need for more effective teaching,te
discuss the application of new techniques
in I.C., to inquire inte Prdconten’ and

_ structure ef course and te create a cadre

ef people who will generate interest in
the ideas aired at the conference’,

. fhe first sessien : Friday mern~
_ ing, 2ist March, . was centred ey: i
Lora Jackson. Dr. Ruth Beard, of the Ins-
titute ef Edveation speke on ‘Effective
Teaching, which she defined as ‘the susses-

aful attempt to modify behaviour’. Dr. .
Topping, Viece~Chanceller ef Brunel, and

an ex-I.C, man examined. the con? List bet-
ween Generalist and Specialist Education.

While Tepping slammed specialist courses

which de net teach ef the ‘web ef human
relations! acience is involved in', or en-

- courage flexibility, I.C.'s Recter, Leré

Penney, remained imcassive in the chair.

Exams Attacked

‘iis challenge to. the existing
erder at I.0. was continued by Pref Blten
ef Surrey whe gave a blistering attack en
the oxan system, The Pinel repert en.a
student should be a prefile and seb-a Weg
ree class, Exams should measure achieve-
ment, predict future perfermance,enese Page

- werk and help the student assess his
gress. Elten suggested exams should be re~
placed by a number of methods af assessment,
tests, projects and vivas to give a profile, ?
The course ‘must be fitted to the student?,
Claims were. hans that steps towamls this
had beer, GQCOT) ’

| sahara ‘@n8esgion, concerned
Primarily with I.¢c., was chaired. by. Prot,

‘Ring. Jon Shields (R08 Acad. Officer) des~
eribed the functions.Of staff~student com
mittees and Academic Officers,

our of other! wer ty seg sn ompecially econom-
or and philesephy).

Rakesh Mohgn (HE3 Academie Rep,)
gave & very amua dutiont Jean)2
%a lecture’, Feaace6) ania ef

models are under prepa

which remains to be fully explerea by I.C,

Carpenter (lecturer in Elec, Eng.).

ed that RCS questienaires shew & eonsic rab! ie

teolimique would improve when lecturers sax.
pocorn gen Abend - Gaal

Tse use of films as aiaay aide
monstrated by the mon frem the head

fogio Visual Centre, Films of experiments

ean often reveal far mere than ‘paper record
indent films for LLlas trating theeretical

“ation by the centre,

-The purpese and metheds of lect-

uring were carefully analysed by Dr. C.J. |

Bagic-

ally, be sald that we should allow students

te show more initiative, encourage them te

Thisread, aml teach them how te. jearn.

gould be dene by com
mie

the courses, The paeeian would ace a Com
pletely new status which would supplement

the main task work, .

Further Action

The eonfe renee finished with a
general discusaion “in Elec, Eng commen
room, The present tuterial system Came:
under streng attack: there is no general
set methed fer tuters te work te, se they

. gO about their diverging ways; many tut-
oriais are becoming mere problem solving
classes, It was clearly shown that stud-
ents will continue te avoid tuterials

. whilst their function remains outside the
exam system, hence a reform in the tubér~
ae system must be coupled with a reform
in the exem system, Some staf? and stud-
paps Pelt et "direct action’ might be
next te persuade some lecturers tg beeang
more effective and te achieve real parte
icipation in the precess, Many

other prepositions fer action were ais-
cussed, Sene of the ain enes bieng:

1, The setting up of a regula:
epen ferum to consider teaching matters.

2, Phe arranging of amie Vis-~
SELES “AhoIS @ -- Wal@

Future ‘tasues we FELIX will discuss AON
fully issues raised at the conference, aes

fhe next issue of FELIX will
be a full sized version out
on THURSDAY 8 th MAY

‘ALT copy should be in by the=
previous Wednesday, .golice a ee t


