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STRIKE VOTE
PAY FIG

by PAUL HEATH owr Lebour %rreapmﬂent

: A mass meetlng of the
Agsociation of Scientific, Techni-
cal and Managerial Staffs on Tuese
day voted almost unanimously in
support of their leadership strike
proposals which back z university
technician pay claim. The 500 str-
ong Imperial College branch will
take part in a rational one day
strike on 29%th April and a three
day stoppage at this college from
6th to 6th May (to co=incide with .
the colleze open day on 8th May
which is designed to further the
£2 million I.C. appeal launched
in _January), Isolated stoppeges
at other universities will alsgo
take place,.

The salary claim is for a 10%
inorease in reply to which the universi-
ties nationally have offered 4% from their
own resources and indicated that any more
would have to come from the Government,

The ASTNS see their action as the most ser-
ious step they can take to persusds theus-
iversities to 'seriously snd publically
press the governmment for more funds', ASTMS
Branch Secretary, ilr., Harry Fairbrother, a
lecturer in +Maths believes it is *extreme=
1y meral to be the spearbead which forces
the universities to stand up to the govern~
ment®. @e states that university salaries
have not kept pace with either the cost of
living or salaries in eomparative employ-
ment (since January 1966 Medical Technic~
ians bave bad a 15% increase against 7.9%
for the University technicians), and only
career prospects and loyalty to the college
keeps technicians en., There is a 4O% ann~
ual turnever in junior technical stalf at

IiC.

Fundamental differences exist
between the two sides on the guestion of
the salary increases and it is hoped a
meeting teday at the Depariment for Bmploy-
ment apd Productivity will settls them but
this seems unlikely., Meanwhile, Imperisl

Arthur Sier asls for steppage
Fhoto: Dave Chant

College say that they will enly abide by
what is naticnslly negetiated snd approved.

At tbe meeting, Arthar Sier, mov-
ing the motien for sirike action, accused
the Universities Coumities for Technical
Staffs of distorting the facts in a dooumes
ent they are circulating and trying te un~
dermine the technicians, After discussien
the 300 members present voted almest to a
mex. to come out on miwike, Side

N.U.S.rbhes asked its members not
to taks over techmicians'! work during str-
ike periods and ASTMS hope that students
here will follow this lead. The Associate
ion of University Teachers hes made 2 sime
ilar request to its mewbers, Meenwhile,
there are threats of mere action in the
air if the strikes have no effect,

Bernmard Sunlsy House was once again
visited by firemen last weekend when &
newly wired Entryphane started to smoulw
dor, While at the Student House the fire~
men noticed the bad charring of wallpaper
behind the lending heaters, a danger
reported in FELIX as lung as 7 weeks age
Also the pwierity job of removing bars
aoross besement windows has still not
beon earried oub.

Residents at the House whe have
been using uneuthorised ' (and unmetexed)
elactric Pires heve now been presented
with an electricity bill. In many coses
residants have disoovered the high cost

of runping o fire contimuously.




-msm attacks en the exam
system and specialisabion of sclisnce ceu-
rees were made at the 1i day senfersnce on

fTeaohing and leerning methods' held at
the exd of last term in Eleec. Eng. A child
¢f JURGO the eenference was organised by
Prefs, Ring and Cherry with student help.
About 40 people (half staf?) attended e
hear speakers, 6 frem outside I.C. be txy
and 'increase awareness throughout I.C. of
ths need feor more effective ieaching, te -
discuss the application of new techniques
in I.C., to inquire ints the content and
. structure of course and te create a cadre
of pecple who will gemerate inderest in
the ideas aired at the cemference’,

‘ The first sessien on Friday mern-
. ing, 2l1st Harch, was chaired by I.C.s
Lord Jackson., Dr. Rutih Beard, eof the Ina-
titute of Edusation spelke on ‘Effective
Teaghing} which she defined as 'the suseces-
sful at t to modify behavicur®., Dr, .
Topping, Vice~Chanceller of Brumel, and
an ex~I.C., man examinasl the ceniliset bet-
ween Generalist and Spscislist Edueatiem.
While Tepping slammed specialist gourses
which do net teash ef the *web of buman
‘relatiens' acience is inveoived in', or em~
courage flexibilidy, I.Cs's Rector, Lerd
Penney, remeined lwmpaessive in the chair,

- Exams Attacked

This challenge to the existing
order at I.C. was contimued by Pref.Blten
ef Surrey whe gave a blistering attack en
the exam system, The final repert m a
student should be & prefile and moh a Hege
ree olass. - Exams should msasure ashieove

ment, predict fuiture perfermance, encourhge
© werk apd help the student assess his pre-
gress. Elten suggested exams should be re-
vlaced by a mumber of methods ef assessuwent,
tests, projecis and vivas to give a profils,
The eourse ‘must be fitted to the student?.
Claims were made that steps towards this
had beer token in Guilds, .

Saturdey'sqsession, concerned _
primarily with I.C., was chaired by Prof,
Ring. Jon Shields fms Acad, OPficer) des-
eribed the functions. of staff-student com~
mittees and Acedem’c Officers, He
ed that RCS questienaires shew a eonsidors

subjects i the da
questiennire, whioh has mot been
our of *other® subjects = cspecially ecenewm~
ics and philesephy). '
e G i

ave s authentic)
‘a lecture', Tt was hoped thatemm

demapd far She inclusion of e & B

g support in fave §

tesknique weuld improve when lecturers sew
themselves in action en a video~tape rec—
ording, 4

The use of films as teashing alds
wes demenstrated by the men frem the U.L.
&udie Visuval Centre, Filus of experiments
can often reveal for more than paper record
Znimated £ilms for illustrating theeretical
models are under prepargtion by the centrs,

which remsins to be fully explered by I.C.

The purpese and metheds of leci-
uring ware cerefully analysed By Dr. Cod.
Cerpenter (lecturer in Elec. Eng.). Basic-
ally, be said that we should allow students
te show more initiative, encourage them %o
read, and teach them hew te learn, This
sould be dene by cempletely re-structuring
the ecourses, The lecture would have a com
pletely new status whioh would supplement
the main tesk work,

' Further Action

The eonference finished with a
general discussion in Elec, Eng cemmen
room. The present tuterial system came:
under streng attack: there is no gemeval
set methed for ituters te werk te; se they

- go about their diverging ways; many tut-
orials are beceming mere problem solving
olasses, Ib was clearly shewn that stud-
ents will centinue te avoid tuterials

- whilst their funetien remains cutside the
exam system, hence a reform in the tubér-
isls system must be oeupled with a referm
in the exam system, JSome staff and stud
ents felt that *direct action' might %e
next to persuade some lecturers tp baccme
more effective and to achieve real parte

igipatien in the lesarmiug precess, Many
other prepositions fer action were dis~
cussed, Seme of the msin cnes bieng:

1, The setting up of a regulss
open ferum to consider tesching matters.
2. The arranging of Audioc Vis-
- ual demensirations, :
3¢ Spreading of information on
new developmenis,-

Fuvure issues of FELIX will discuss more
fully issues ralsed at the cenferense,

The next issue of FELIX will
be a full sized wversion out
on THURSDAY 8 th MAY

'A11 copy should be in by the
previous Wednesday, 30 April

% Gl




LETTERS

Looking from my Seuthside window,
I am disgusted by the litter te be seen
diasfiguring the face of Princes Gardens.,
The usual imbeciles are te blime ~ the
irrespensible, untidy and despiocable darte
throwers, Cammot semething be done about
these anti-social menaces ? ;
Wiriting the day after the amnud
Aderonsuticel Sesiety Dart Contest however,
I in no way blame them, for they cleared .
up their mess in a most praiseworthy manner,

Yours faithfully,
M. B, Hogers
(368, Keogh)

The British Sceiety fer Social Rege .
ponsibility in Science, founded by a
group of scientists who sought to do
something about the increasing brutelity
and menace of science, held its' inauge
ural conference at the Roval Soaiety
last Saturday, Addresses were given on
"the drift from science" and attentien was
drawm to the isolationism of scientista,
which has lead to errors in government and
public decisions., Members wers shoeksd
to hear of the use of the social scienses,
often unconsoieusly, to suppress dem-
ocratic ideas e.g. in the US, A number
of plans for actien by the BSSRS were put
forward and it was agreed the society
could not afferd to be timid, Politicw
al and educational activity were discussed,

: The aims of BSSRS include the stimle
‘ation of awarenes:s of science's socisl
significance and the effect of politico=
economic wressures on i, They intend
%o urge the reform of science educatien
at all levels, ICU atudents can Jein
B3SES at a special 10/~ rate (forms
from the Unien Office),

IC's Dr, Stephen Rese, & founder member
of BSSRS, has recently been appointed to
the chair of Biochemistry at the Open
University, :

Physics 1 Swim

_Freperations are well advanced
for the Phys. I Channel Swim, J.Bowler,
and V, Steiner hope to leave Prance on
the 3rd, Lth or 5th of May to raise monsy
for Carnival. - Scuthern T.V. are helping
with publicity on 2nd May but because of
£130 expenses more sponsors are needed,
So far, a clear £120 have been raised and
Steve Cann, Phys, I, is keen to find more.

- COMMITTEE
|1.C. “PROTESTERS”

CHEAI
Sweden

.. Delegates from I.C. are urgent-

1y needed to attend a conference fram 28th
. Sépt. to 5th Oct, organised by the Lund

Institute of Technology in Sweden te com-
pare the technicel education of European
eountries, I.C. has been invited te send
2 delegates, ome each from Elec. Ing., and
Civ, Eng, who must bave studied here for
at least 2 years. All expenses will be
covered in Lund, Jpart frem discussiens
and lectures, there will be twe parties,
dinners, travel aroung Southern Sweden,
and several free afterncons and sveningsg
4dnyone interested sheuld see Miss Hughes
in the Union Offisce 8s scon as possible,
preferably before tumerrow,. ;

France

: dtudents are alse required to
take part in two svents in France this
Ssummer, erganised by The Central Bursan
for Bdueational Visits and BxEhanges, :
The first is the Internmationsl Youih Moot
inge of Avignen during July. The ether
is the offer of free places to §0 British
Students to visit veriocus parts of France.

) Details of these and all ather
exchange schemes can be seen in the Union,
Travel Bureau, open lendsy 1.0 - 2,0 Polita
and Thursday 1.0 ~ 2, P pem, in Committes
Room B (next to ‘the bar) or frem the
Central Bureau for Béusabtiemal Visits and
Exchanges at 91 Victoria Street, S.W,l,

Sub-Compities ¢ of the Parlis~
mentary Seleot Committee on Educaticn and
Seience enquiry inte 'student relations!
popularly said to be enguiring into stui-
ent protest, has postpmmed a propossd
visit to I.C. yesterdsy, The cazittes
‘including Fred Willey and Van Straubenzee
asked to meet 'a widemspread of opinien
from staff, students and the suthorities',
The staff reps, were to have included
Frofs. Coles and Ford, Dr. Newey (AUT
Secretery) and Sinelair Goodlad, the aute
heritiesincluded Lerds Sherfield and
Permey and Dave Harvis, ICU Preslident
Rex Lowin chese Iilas Campion, Martin
Bland, Dermott Corr, Reb Collinge, Jom
Shields and himself as 'representative’ of
student opinion, Members of the
left-wing have expressed surprise ¢bat

the comittee will not meet any real pro-
taatem.



LSE SACKINGS

UNITE STUDENTS

Following the sackings of LSE lecturw
ers, Robin Blackburn end Nicholas Bateson
for supparting the students earlier this
year, fresh troubles plague LSE,

Bateson end Blackburn will probably
fight the dismissals in the couris as
LSE articles of association grant staff
members the right to hold and promilgste
any opinions whatzoever, The apparent
attack on acadenic freedom by Walter
Adems (LSE Director) and Lord Robbing
(Governor's chairman) has provoked oppog-
ition from staff, workers and all types
of student. Right-wing 1SE Tresidént
Chris Pryce conderned the sackings as a
"deliberate provocation" end the stude
ents voted 468 to 42 for a lecture boy-
cott which started last Monday,. Support
from the staff union (AUT) and the worke
ers (ASTHS) is expeoted, NUS has already
"fully supported" the action of the LSE
Union. :

Latest FELIX reports from LSE suggest
both moderate and militant opinion is
united and the buycott iz going well
Mith growing staff support,

, at ivé" ®

SELKIRK STORM

.. . George Assimakis has resignel
from Selkirk Hall Committee after a stom
over the appointment of the three man sé:
ection committee to review next year's
applications. The selection committee
consists of three well known Rugby Glub
stalwarts end George says: :

"I+ is not exactly represent-

Selkirk Warden, Carl Seaford,,
on thanking George for his letter of res
ignation expressed the opinion that he
was 'mad®, -

Hi-Fi Raid

A Iinstead resident has had
£ 35 of Hi- ¥i Speakers stolen from the
basement storage avea in the Hall, Ie

" had left them there as instructed over
the Easter Vac., It is not clear whei-
her gocds left in the care of the Hall
are left at the owner's risk or not, and
g0 it is not yet known whebther the owmer

~can get any compensation.

¥

s

Show of hands sh

; ; oms overwhelming suppert for
A8 TeM.S8, strike, See front page article.

RISEN AGATN
vith twice its Pormer
glory is the literary

magazine of I.C., the
FHOENIX,

Yes, the new dssue ,
of no less than 56 .
pages will soon be out!

With the Literary
content more than
doubled, this issue
represents even better
value at only 2/6,

saturday May 3rd. | [FETEeREr e
s - L] e g ol
BRI ERRYA L .
Pl £
+ WATCH US GROW.
p— or 12/6 | Withy
A0 o on door, : :
Queen Mary College,| Piers Corbyn, Dave
1ile End Road, E.1l.{ HO¥le, & Brian Hains,

" Editor; LES EBDONW,

Paul Heath, Tony Kirkhen
John Rogers, Judich, Mike Lanz,
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1,0, SAILING CLUB

Imperial Colloge e
ANNUAL DINNER

London, 8.W.7
Internal 2831 :
Tel. KEN 2963 The Rubens Hotel
Buckingham Palace

Road,

| 15th May, 1949
23
36/~ (inc service)

Dress Optional
Tickets: Tim Slack,

Chent, Simon
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