
—
 
E
S

 
e
e
 
S
O

No 270 7 \

NEWSPAPER OF THE IMPERIAL COLLEGE STUDENTS UNION

WEDNESDAY,. 22 JANUARY 1969 PRICE 4d

i td) S|hid

ni kt oe {
dgoetreorthy

Overseas Siudents
Elections

The I.C. Overseas Stu-
dents’ Committee, which for
the last two years has ex-
isted to look after the wel-
fare of students at the col-
lege from overseas, held its
general meeting on Thurs-

day, 9th January, and was
attended by about 100 stu-

dents.

At the meeting last term,
it was decided that the
Committee should cease to
be under the control of the
Social Clubs’ Committee
and should become a com-

‘pletely independent organ-

isation. Last term’s com-
mittee was dissolved and

the purpose of this term’s

meeting was to elect a chair-

man and six other students

to form a new committee.

There were objections to

this new constitution, and

Mr. Vinod Garga said that

the overseas students ought
not to form an independent

group of their own and pro-

posed the motion that the
meeting should be trans-
ferred to the next I.C.
Union general meeting for
discussion, Mr. George
Assimakis, opposing the
motion, claimed that most

of the Union body held a

disinterested view towards

the Overseas Students’

Committee and that if the
“.

Committee was elected at a
Union general meeting, the
result of such an election
would be meaningless. A
few questions followed and
then Mr. Garga’s motion
was put to the vote, and was
defeated.

One student asked why
he hadn’t been told about. ©
this change in the constitu-
tion, and this led Mr. Assi-
makis to propose the mo-
tion that the students pre-
sent approved of the consti-
tution. But before anyone
opposed the motion, Mr.
Sam moved that the election
for the committee should
take place immediately and
any further problems could
be discussed at a later meet-
ing. Mr. Sam’s motion was
put to the vote and was car-
ried almost unanimously,

Mr. Assimakis was the
only candidate for chair-
man, and there were seven
candidates for the commit-
tee. The voting slips were
collected and the. meeting
was then closed.

The Committee now con-
sists of :

Chairman: G. A. C.

Assimakis.
Committee: D. Duml, A.

Doktas, D. Goodall, C.
Robinson, Miss R. Shakir,
A. S. Sittampalam.

Minibus Smash —

none hurt
Eight members of the

Cross-Coun‘ry Cub were

fortunate to escape unhurt

when the R.C.C. Transit

minibus skidded

ditch near Grantham, Lin-

colnshire, on the 11th Jan-

uary. The minisus suffered

extensive damage to its

bodywork; but none of the

occuants snffered any

more tl:an minor bruising.

The accident occurred on
a deceptive bend at the bot-

tom of a hill. Geoff Pear-

son, the driver, was unable

to control the vehicle on the
slippery road surface and it
ran off the road on the inside

of the bend, eventually
wheeling round to a halt. No
other vehicles were involved
and it is fortunate that the
three in the front were wear-

() ing safety belts or they might
have been thrown out.

Police later gave the club

int) a.

a lift to Grantham station,

calling in, en route, at the
police station for cups of tea

and minor first aid.

The minibus is at present

in a garage at Grantham

awaiting inspection by the

insurance assessors. The

vehicle is fully covered but

there may be some loss on

insurance and loss of profit

while it is out of action as

well as inconvenience to

clubs looking for transport.

The R.C.C. Transport Com-

mittee will inform user clubs

when the transport situation

is back to normal.

Geoff Pearson has now
been removed from the
minibus driving list and the
Cross County Club, because
of this and previous inci-
dents when the vehicle has
been in their care, have been
banned from using the
Transit.

Artist’s Perspective of the east side of Princes Gardens
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LC. APPEAL
Imperial College launched a £2 million public appeal

for student and staff acccommodation and for academic
and gene:al purposes, at a press conference on Thursday,
9th January. The appeal has been quietly suckling itself
for over a year and the conference was the first public
armouncement of its existence.

- When contacted last week, .
Air Vice Marshall A. A,

Adams, the Resident Cam-

paign Director, said that

“ organisationally the thing

is developing nicely ”’ and it

is believed that an appreci-
able sum has already been
collected. Air Vice-Marshal
Adams hopes that the bulk

of thesmoney will be in by

the end of the appeal year

with covenanted gifts pro-

viding a steady influx of

capital over the next seven

years. :
Of the £2 million being

asked for, £1,100,000 is

aueeded for immediate resi-

dential building and conver-

sion. This includes £200,000

for student houses providing

accommodation for 130 stu-

dents, £200,000 to acquire

and convert property for 45

staff flats and £700,000 for

further halls of residence in
Princes Gardens to house

275 students. A_ further

£200,000 is needed for the

development of the College

Field Station .at Silwood

Park. The remainder of the

money, £700,000, is required

for academic and general

purposes.

' The College is almost

completely without any en-

doewment and needs some

free funds which it can

direct wherever the needs

end opportunities arise,

in order for it to main-

tain ifs standards of

academic excellence. A

little money at the early

stages makes all the differ-

ence to the success of pro-

mising néw ideas, and this

money is little and thinly

epread at the moment.

Sights high

Opening the press con-

ference, Lord Sherfield,

Chairman of the Governing

Body, outlined the back-

ground to the appeal and

admitted ““we may seem to

have set our sights high, but

the target is not high in re-

lation to the need.” He
went on to explain the prob-

lem at I.C. ‘“* Imperial Col-

lege is a national institution

—as such it is at a disadvan-
tage in comparison both
with the old and the new

universities. In comparison

with the old it has no en-

dowment, in comparison

with the new it does not en-

joy local or regional sup-

port.”

Lord Penney _ stressed

I.C’s connections with in-

dustry and went more deeply

into the problems of financ-

ing research and the valu-

able contribution to the

agricultural economy made

at Silwood Park. The

“Strong Home Team.” how-

ever, was caught a little off

base. when questioned _more

about our help to industry.
There was more thana little

46 um-ing 2? and oe ah-ing 2?

when they were asked to
name people from I.-C. who
had proved invaluable in

industry.

Another speech came

from Professor Lighthill, the

Royal Society Research Pro-

fessor at college, who could

speak from a more detached
point of view than most
others, because he is neither

an old student nor has any
formal academic responsi-

bilities here.

Finally a speech from
Union President Rex Lowin
talking mainly about accom-
modation from the student
point of view and drawing
broadly on his own personal
experience, He explained
the residential situation and
the concepts of halls and
student houses with more
clarity than anyone else.

B.BC.

The response from the
press was not good, and

Ann Nolan, the college
Press Officer, was disap-
pointed at the small at-
tendance by representatives
of the National Press. How-
ever, the appeal was given
reasonable space in what
can be termed the ‘‘quality”’
papers and the BBC have
broadcast interviews with
Lord Penney and Rex.

So the appeal is launched;
I.C’s first public appeal for
money since 1945. It is re-
grettable that a “national
institution ” like I.C. should
have to beg for money in
this way but if we are to \

Alb’
Concerts

Ents plans for their Al-
bert Hall concert, on the
27th February, were turned
upside down last week when
the Bonzo Dog Band, who
would have been the main
draw, exercised a clause in
their contract which enabled
them to opt out up to six
weeks before the event.
They beat the deadline by
one day.

After this Ents are left
with Joe Cocker, Spooky
Tooth, Free, the college
group, Smile, and compere
John Peel. They are trying
for the young Rascals., Last
week-end there was serious

talk of trying for Cliff
Richard (!).

Carnival have obtained
Spencer Davis, East of
Eden, the Herd and the
Love Affair for their Albert
Hall concert the week be-
fore.

Felix
regrets

Due to the desperate finan-
cial position of FELIX and
the increased costs of our

new printers, the drastic
step of a price increase has

been taken.

From the. next issue
FETM.IX WILL COST SIX-
PENCE.

The price of FELIX was
last raised in 1957 from 3d.

to 4d. so we hope our
teaders will not baulk at
contributing another 2d. a
fortnight to a worthy cause.

remain on equal academic

footing with such progres-

sive heavily backed institu-

tions as MIT and Caltech,

then it is necessary. The

Government having financed

the 1953 Jubilee scheme for

expansion (which is now

three-quarters completed) it

is understandable that we

cannot expect further aid
from the Exchequer for

our present needs.

We, as students, shoul

support this appeal in prin-

ciple if we can’t support ii

in any other way. That it

is ir our own interests can

be plainly seen—just look “

at the total required for

student accommodation.
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CARNIVAL

REPORT
At present, Carnival is a quarter of the way to its

£10,000 target with about £2,500 made. This figure
includes £950 made from collectin » about £150 from
direct donations and an anticipated £1,400 from the Walk.
However, about £450 cf this last item only has come in to
date, and it is important that the remainder be collected

_ and taken to the Carnival Office as soon as possible so
that the figures can be finalised.

Breaking these figures
down into constituent Co!-
lege totals shows R.C.S.
about £50 ahead of C&G
on collections, and prob-
ably another £200 on the
walk. However, on a per
copita basis, Mines are well
‘ahead of both.

COMPETITIONS

This term sees the start of

the competition between de-

partmental years. During

the spring term in 1968, one
year in Guilds raised £600 to

take the only prize béing
omerea—40 gallons of bee
but this year, the committec
has decided to offer more

prizes based on the number

of people in a year. The
divisions for this are years
with less tham 40 people,

years between 40 and 80

and years with more than 80.
Targets have been set for

these groups of £200, £400 —

and £500 respectively, and
years making half of this

target will automatically re-
ceive one, two and three

barrels of beer respectively.

For the years in each group

making most in excess of its

target, there will be further
prizes to the value of £25,
£50 and £60 respectively.

The “year’s money”
will consist of everything di-
rectly attributable to the year °
—walk, collections, raffle
and anything else the year
does to raise funds. The
competition will end on the
last Wednesday of the last
week of this term and the
prizes will be distributed im-
mediately afterwards,
The money raised to date

will, of course, count to-
wards the prizes.

There will also be a prize
of £15 cash and a “‘ pot ” for
the individual who makes
the most during the compe-
tition.

These figures only consti-
tute the basis of prizes, and
the Committee will consider
individual cases as the com-
petition develops.

Procession

The procession that we

had hoped would take place

in February has been aban-

doned following notice from
the police that it should be

at 1 o’clock on a Sunday

morning in Hyde Park with
the vehicles keeping up a
steady 30 m.p.h.! There
seemed to be little purpose
in this.

Carnival Queen

The Carnival Queen com-
petition sees the official

entry of the University of S.
Kensington to Carnival. En-
tries are expected from vari-

ous colleges around South

Kensington who are partici-
pating in Carnival, particu-
larly the R.C.M. which had
six people in the walk and

is holding a number of
concerts for us. The elec-

tions will take place at the
Carnival Discotheque on
February 18th, and it is
hoped to have various celeb-
rities at the event.

Discotheque

The discotheque is one of
the events of Carnival Week
which is from the 17th to
the 22nd February. On the
20th is the Albert Hall con-
cert which should be final-

ised by the time this edition
comes to print. and the

Carnival Hop takes place on
Saturday 22nd.

Festival & Fete

Looking ahead to the
third term, from the 3rd to
the 10th May comes the
Carnival Arts Festival—a
mélange of concerts, drama,
films, an international even-
ing and who knows. what
else. May 10th is the date
for the fete, for which ap-
peals will be made from
time to time. For the pre-
sent we would be grateful

for crockery and old, clap-
ped out pianos.

Magazine

The Carnival Magazine is
not progressing as well as

was hoped and is at present

in dire peril through lack of
advertising. However, con-
tributions are still needed—
the producers are planning
their masterpieces on the
lines of light hearted Punch
cum Private Eye cartoons.
Articles and photographs
would be greatly appre-
ciated. It is also hoped to
bring out a reprint of the
1965 smash-hit Carnival re-
cord at the start of the third
term.

RAFFLE

To date, the raffle has
realised just over £50, and
could be one of the largest
money-makers if every stu-

dent sells a ticket to every-
one they can think of. If
each student sells the one
book they were given at the
end of last year, it would
mean a profit of £1,000. If
you’ve sold yours please

hand the money in to your
year rep; and, if not, try to
remember where you threw
it, and sell as many of the
tickets as possible.

This covers the Carnival
news at present—it only re-

mains for the years to start
winning this ale (or what-
ever they would prefer), for
everyone to be happy.

Collections Walk ‘Raffle

(so far)

x =
R.CS, = 8 am a

C&G 300° 112 110s.
R.S|M. “"200° 8f 6
Staff 15 45
We will be producing a

table of the positions in the
individual year competitions
in the near future.

FOREIGN STUDENTS
AT MINES

Representatives from Os-
trava, Czechoslovakia: St.
Etienne, France; Trond-
heim, Norway; Clausthal,
Germany; and Delft, Hol-
land visited the college for
the Mines Foreign Students
Week at the end of last term.
The Czechs arrived on Sa-
turday and were guests at
** 22” dinner—they later be-
came European Champions
of Cock - Cock - Cock-a-lee-
qui! On Sunday all were
eventually found — usually
by accident — except one
Dutchman who had missed
the boat! After an invasion
of Southside bar, the pro-
ceedings were adjourned to
the President’s room in
which a suitable beverage
had been installed for the
occasion. The singing of
“Old Macdonald’s Farm ”
was accompanied by irate
phone calls from the
Mews.

The official programme
took over on Monday with
the visitors being introduced
to the Dean, who introduced
them to the R.S.M. and
sherry. Tony Mason found
the missing Dutchman wan-
dering aimlessly around the
RSM. In the afternoon,
everyone wandered aimlessly

around the RSM before the
party in Weeks with its de-
vastating punch:

Liquid Lunch

Tuesday started quietly—

it had to—with a visit to
Enthovens where a liquid

lunch was pravided by Pete
Harding, an ex IC president.

From there to the varsity
match which inconsiderately
started before closing time,
thus accounting for the
party’s late arri-al.
The evening’s entertain-

ment was Christmas Wine
Hall Dinner followed for
some by bowling and for the
Norwegians-by a trip to the
fleshpots of Soho.

More Liquid

Wednesday morning saw
a seminar on Student Repre-
sentation, unfortunately cut
short by a prior engagement
with Charrington’s Brewery.
In the evening a coach trip
to the Prospect where Bru-
nel and Surrey Universities
were outsung with a brilliant
rendition of ‘*Old Mac-
Donald.”

The next day, an early
start for Coventry colliery
where Coalboard efficiency
failed to provide safety
boots. It did, however, pro-
vide a meal that looked like
Mooney’s. leftovers — it
didn’t taste too good either.
Carol-singing in the evening
found everyone a bit hoarse
On Friday the Mines Ball

followed a sightseeing trip
led by John Andrews, the
Only responsible Minesman
still awake. At the Ball, the
President and Foreign
officer provided a drunken
cabaret and the Foreign
Students expressed _ their
gratitude with gifts of Boro-
vichka, Moonshine, Scotch
and a ceremonial sword
from the Germans. A fitting
end to a superb week!

R. OLLEY

UNSA Conference

In the last week of the

Christmas vacation a dele-

cation from IRC attended

the Annual General Con-

ference of the UK United

Nations Students Associa-

tion, which took place at

Nottingham University.
Lack of respect for Hu-

man Rights and for the dig-

nity of man was the theme

of the conference. Near

home in Northern Ireland

the Special Powers Act le-

gislates in such a way as to

contravene two thirds of the
UN Universal Declaration

of Human Rights. The elec-

toral system contains many

undemocratic features and
religious discrimination is

widespread. The conference

called upon Her Majesty’s

Government to introduce a

‘Bill of Rights’? at West-

minster which could guaran-

tee full democratic rights,

and representation to all the

pecples of Northern Ireland.

The conference decided to

support the liberation move-

ments in Africa, Asia and

Latin America in their

struggle against political

repression and economic ex-

ploitation.

An emergency resolution

was introduced by IRC
“ viewing with concern ”’ the

Pope’s encyclical on birth

control because of the suf-

fering it caused, in particu-

lar in Latin America.

The conference consi-

dered it of paramount im-

portance that the People’s

Republic of China should

become a member of the

UN, not only because it

contains a quarter of the

world’s population but be-

cause it is a nuclear power

in its own right. China,

though not at the moment a

member of the UN, should

be included in any negotia-

tions on disarmament.

The conference ended on

a more sombre note; it was

proposed that the UNSA

Annual Dinner be abolished

and that it be replaced by

a symbolic meal of rolls,

cheese, butter and water.
This was carried — the

money saved will go towards
the charities which UNSA

supports,

MORAGH McGREGOR. ,

COMMUNICAT-

Vinod Gerga John Hunt

Lilas Campion George Assimakis

Any suggestions, com-

ments or complaints are

welcome to be aired at in-
formal floor-rep. discussion
meetings. These are held
every Monday lunchtime in

the Union lower lounge,
and every Friday lunchtime
in Southside upper lounge.
Two floor-reps. will be

“informally around” to an-
swer questions (but don’t

imagine seeing them is a

substitute for attending

Union meetings !). ;
Up to now discussions

have been centred on a mix-

ture of refectory-orientated

complaints, information on

I.C., and general discussion

on the purpose (or lack of

it) of student life. Views

on certain topics, such as

the LC. constitution, Presi-

dent’s Ball, Felix, etc., are

especially welcome, and in-

formation will be offered

about Blue Books, Direc-
tories, U.S.K., failure rates,

council meetings, and a list

of the coming meetings of
committees in the Union, at

which you are welcome to

attend.
More people could and

should go to these meet-

ings to see the floor-reps.—

use their photos to accost

them there.

IONS

Piers Corbyn

David Foster


