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MINES CENTENARY

RSM. CONVERSAZIONE

During the last ten days or so, there has been
considerable activity in the '' Mines '', The reas~
on for the sudden excess..of energy is the Conversa-
zione on Thursday and Friday, 25th and 26th October.
.. Bach department in the Mines has put on a displ-
ay to give the 800 invited guests a good idea of the
type of work undertaken in the R,S.M, ceurses, '

As normal, the mining department have built a
mine, ''The Lost Century Mine'', (the century was
presumably lost by dissipation in the Bessemer Lab-
oratory.). This is entered by descending in a bucket
and then being hauled on trolleys to the various
drifts and faces, It was decided to issue miners
helmets and lamps to those who make the perilous - |
descent. The mine has been equipped with all the i
modern conveniences,

The metallurgical department is demonstrating
modern foundry practice by casting special ash
trays. The physical metallurgy department are show-
ing the application of X-rays and microscopic thin
sections to the crack testing of castings,

The Assay Laboratory shows the productiowof
metals by electrolytic methods.

The Miring Geology and Geology departments have
combined to produce ''The Geologist at work'', in B
the Geology Museum. Iarge crowds are antisipated as '
the Buffet is being served in the room beyond the
museum, This exhibition shows the collectien of
information in the field and its use to preduce a
geological map,

The 01l deparitment are showing exhibits indica~
ting the work involved when locating an oilfield,”
Also there are geophysical and aerial photographic
exhibits, Topical interest films are going to be
shown, Originally it was intended to drill for oil
from the 3rd floor. It was found to be impracticahle
for the purely technical reason that the lst and 2nd
floors tend to get in the way,

For those who are thirsty, there ate two bars,
and the musically minded will be able to sit and
listen to the band of the Royal Engineers, Chatham,

THE REFECTORY

At the Refectory Comittee meeting held on October
16th. the refectory accounts for the year ending
51st, July were presented, These showed that a defi-
nite improvewent in the financial state of the 5
refectory had taken place since the taking ove? of
the management by John Gardners Ltd, It is antici-
pated that in a full) year the loss will be reduced
to a manageable figure,

yThe committee also discussed the use of Ayrton
Hald for club functions, the details of which are
being worked out. Owing to the expense entailed in
thq recent jmprovement of refectory facilities only
the more formaldinners are likely to be held there,

The bar accouat, which has now been separated °
from that of the refectory, shows a decreas 2in
profit from about 154 of turnover in 1949-5&?0 3%
in 1950-51, In response to a number of complaints \
about the inconsistency of the quality of the drau.
ght beer, an advisor from Whitbreads is again
visiting the College,

LONG VAC TRAVELS

"Felix" regrets that he omitted to notice the
record attainment of latitude 79 15'N, (and, to be
precisa, longitude 12 B) by David Atkinson Geolegy ),
who spent a balaclava-helmeted "summor® geologising
and surveying on an uninhabited island off Spitz=-
bergen, Some 1800 miles Worth of London is
probably the rscord fer both 1.0, and U.L, this
yoar, .

THE DRAMATIC SOCIETY

At a well sttemded General Meseting on 9th
Oct., the Dramatic Society's Christmes production
vas offieially lawnched. The ocoasion could not
be called solemm, including. such items as a pro-
cession round the Umion with ths President in
Pfreat berne on a stretoher, The route ended in
the bar where the President was advised to close
the meeting and push the boat out, splice the
mainbrace, etc, Readers must exocuse these nauti-
cal terms but they spring from the play ehosen -
%0ff the Record” a naval eomedy by Ian Hay and
8tephen King-Hall.

The producer is D, C. Greenfield, well-
known previously to I.C, audiences as an actor.
The auditions have been held and rehearsals are
now well under way.

When the actors know their parts and every-
thing 1s shipshape, the collegs will be able to
have four evenings of heoarty laughter and see
several new and imteresting fuces. Note the
dates, 4th-7th December inclusive.

: UNION BY-LAWS

The changes in the Union Bye-laws relating
to Life Membership subsoriptions, passed by the
Union General Mestings in the Summer Term, have
now been approved by the Governing Body, and are
as follows: g

1. A person shall be entitled to become a Life

Member ofcthe Union if :- :

(2) he 1s a member of the Academic Teaching
Staff;

(b) he is a member of the Administrative Staff
and University trained; such applications
to be subject to the approval of Chuncil;

(c) he has been a Full member of the Union for
at least one complete session,

2. The subscription for Life membership of the

Union shall be :- p -

(a) 2 guineas for ¢ students at any time
after the completien of at least three

(b) 3 guineas for other old students;
(e) 3 guineas for members of the Staff, if .

: ‘A PIECE OE.;'R'..“ ‘

Tﬁe Night Reporting Corps of The Evening Stand-
ord, reporting the Annual Dinner of the Institutiom
of Mechanical Engineers, gave this story of how the
fir#t Boffin met again his first guinea-pig.

The Boffin was Dr. D.R.Pye, who, in 1917,
learned that the Germans were using balloons to
protect ammunition dumps, and so rigged up a balle
oon to tesat the idea. His young R.F.C. pilot flew

.2 specially adapted machine into it, nearly crasheé

but eventually landed safely and reported M"th
barrage balloon is efficient.” % b
Last night _the young pilot, now Air Chief

Roderic twiddled his glass, and is roporto& to iﬂﬁ
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Latest  state of the parties



FELIX

LETTERS

"TO THE

EDITOR

The Editor takes no responsibility for views
expressed in this column.

MESSERS BROWN & BROWNER
Sir - I support your correspondent's request for
a club for those who would join "if only they
had the time.” The tle design 1s most effective,
but such an exclusive club should have a badge as
well, wing design:-

Seated on a chair; in fféﬂb,”is a studént,
stagnant, holding a book, rampant, the whole

blased. Above the arms of the club, the axe of
the examiner crossed with the iron rod of dis-
cipline; -below 1is the club motto "Per Ardua ad
Scientia." The background of the badge 1is a
white fog, and the edge a brown hslo.

Yours abstractedly, "Browning."

sir,

The annual orfy of freshers' teas now being
over we can probably assume that, apart from the
periodical exhortations of 'Felix' the 'brown-
bagger', ten-to-fiver' or what have you, will now
be allowed to follow the road to his own destrus-
tion unchecked.

However, there is a category of student un-
considered by the exponents of the 'work hard and'
play hard' school of oratory but which is usually
included in the term 'brown-bagger', namely - the
'green-ticketer'.

This man, his face pasty through the hours
spent underground, his body bruised by the pummel-
lings of rush-hour crowds, spends a large part of
his time and grant in the daily trek to and from
the college. He is a phenomenon peculiar to the
University of London. His is the task of putting
8 qUaTt ‘into & half-pint pot for which hWe.has
the consolation of knowing that time spent in the
bus queue keeps him in contact with the everyday
world unlike the unfortunate inmates of such
sheltered nurseries as Oxford and Cambridge.

The only solution is for I.GC. to become a
completely residential collelge and this should be
the declared aim of the Governing Body. It is
obviously a long term view and one which none of
us can hope to see achieved,but a more vigorous
attempt to increase hostel accomodation than has
been shown in the past will at least provide hope
for the next generation.

Yours etec., 'Aalang‘.
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING

19th Oct.51
ir-I have with regret noticed the discontinuation
his year of the weekly Scottish Country Dance
evenings,which Ashley Bean introduced in the new
lounge last year with considerable success, 1
imagine that the records used to provide the music
must still be i. existence and it is a pity to let
them lie idle.There does not seem to be any reason
for not restarting these evenings,at any rate
for the trial period of a term;there must be many
who,like myself,like to do some of these dances by
way of a change, s
I do most sincerely urge the Bntertainments
Committee's early consideration of these suggestions
Yours etc,J.S.Johnston, ¢

The chairman of the Entertainments Committee replies:

8ir-The Scottish Dancing enthusiasts have not been
forgotten,It was our intention to start weekly
dances begirning on October 12th, but we have been
handicapped by not having anywhere to meet, WR are
now hoping to bring the records from retirement
sometime in November,

P.G,Jeffery,

A/ FASTER REVIEW

Dear Sir,

The Imperial College Dramatic Society have
asked us to investigate the possibility of staging
a revue next Easter. Consequently we wish to assess
the support that such a venture would receive.

! We believe that in I.C. lies the enthusiasm
and ability necessary to make this sound and
practical proposition. Is this not an answer to
those who are of the opinion that I.C. has a
'middle-aged' complex?

Already e framework is in existence and all
it needs is the material to fill it. We are asking

your readers to volunteer active support as soon
as possible. What we want are ideas, scripts,
mueic, and personal talent both for solo and group
items. We would like anyone interested to contact
us personally, by letter or through your columns.
We are sure that such a novel venture will
soon receive the support it requires.
e Yours sincerely,

David Greenfield (C&G)

John Harding (RCS)

Bernard Latter (C&G)

S

ELEGY WRITTEN ON'A COLLEGE BACKYARD'

South Kensington with one accord will mourn
The tragic passing of the Rector's Lawn,

No more will merry students frolic there

Nor any homely phrases fill the air

As javelin, discus, badly sent

Finds haven in the foot of some old gent.
¥hile sacrea turf is heaved in mould'ring heap
What I.C. student can forbear to weep ?

It would'nt be so bad if on the site

They'd raise a place where we could drink all night,
But no., They'll build an ugly frowning mass
For work-the dowunfall of the drinking class,
The wildest epigram could not succeed

In telling my emotion at this deed

LUNCH HOUR CONCERT

ACT | of | 'cOsI FAN TUTTI'

The programme for the Recital on Thursdax
October 11lth read; "“Pianoforte, E. H..  Brown.
This is san understatement. Let us be grateful
to him for finding these excellent singers and
for the work he and they must have done to
produce so good a performance.

Eileen McLoughlin as Despina sang beauti-
fully, letting us hesar the words, and the
aplomb of her recitatives, especlally with Don
Alfonso (Michael Channon) was a delight;
Fiordiligl and Dorabella were sung by Isabel
Faulkner and Elizabeth Cooper; and Ferrando and
Gugliemo by Bryan Corrle and Dennis Fry.

I was not able to hear the whole of the
Act, but what I did hear brought home to me and,
I am sure, to everyone in the audience, that
here were seven people who knew what things they
ought to do with this lovely work and did them. -

They all did justics to the beauty of the
m3ic and to the wit and sparkle of the 1lib-
retto. Austrian audiences in 1787 may have
enjoyed the original Italian libretto but I do
not believe it fitted the music, the characters
or the situations as does this English trans-
lation.

The piano part, having been cooked up from
the orchestral score, is not easy, but, in the
hands of a glifted musiclan, it hed the life, the
glow and the galety that Mozart would have
wished.

More, please, ladies and gentlemen.

IMPERIAL COLLEGE MUSICAL SOCIETY

XMAS CONUERT

Imperial collgggichoir
Conductor: Dr. REGINALD JACQUES
Pt.II Xmas Oratorio. Baoch.
Madrigals, etoc.
Probatly Tues. 4th Dec., 7.30 p.m.
at Queen Alexandra's House.







