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LETTERS TO

'LIVING LOCALLY!
sir - The editorial writer of the last FELIX has ob-
viously lived all his (I.C.) life in the hostel. I
have on “jeverdl occasions roameé up and down King's
Rd., Fulhap Rd. and Earls Court Rd. and studied the
Kensington Post looking for digs under 40/~ within
walking distance of College. There are some but
they are invariably of a very poor quality. Nor
can much help in t"is respect be obtained from Miss
Shirlaw. The rooms which are available further out
are superior and not only in the kind of attention
obtained from the landladies. I agree, it is not
difficult to find accommodation in Queen's Gate Ter-
race,- but we have not all got private incomes.
Yours,. etc.y K. G.
9.3.51.

(The writer of last week's editorial, and an-

other member of the FELIX board both recently

obtained rooms,at 30/- weekly, within a stones

throw of the college. Cheap rooms are not al-

ways advertised but they can be found with a
little enterprise.- Ed.)

THE SATURDAY HOPS

Sir - I.C. Hops are in a distressing plight and
steps must be taken to correct this state of affairs
immediately. This weekly cattle market, whifh is
so baed that one thinks twice before inviting a frie-
nd, is attracting large numbers of casual 'guests',
results in a female attendance of low quality (be-
cause the better types will not come) and is giving
the college a bad name. These factors, together
with such minor ones as the impossibility of danc-
ing after 8.45 and the difficulty experienced in
buying even a lemonade without a 15-minute wait,
meke these Hops incompatible with the dignity of a
college such as I.C., and it is imperative that
something be done to improve matters.

I would suggest as a solution that the number
of women attending the Hops should be cut by a gquar-
ter. This would have the effeet of reducing the
number of casual 'guests' and (probably) theattend-

- ance from I.C., and would definitely improve the
standard of dancing and behaviour. This cut might
be hard to enforce but a start could be made by
gsending to some of the relevent training colleges
& notice cancelling the general invitation issued
at the beginning of the Session. Alternatively,
the admittance of women might be by .invitation on-
ly, except, say, for some 25% to keep a reasonable
balance. A more distasteful method - a perhaps
the only practicable one - would be to raise the
price of entry.

Yours faithfully,
D.R.Twist.

§ir - Who are the people who complain about the
goings on in the Upper Dining Hall on Saturday
nights? I maintain shat it is a very fine instit-
ution in that, at all times (20.00 - t - 2%.%09 the
poscibilities for dancing are greater in the U.D.H.
than in the Gym and further, the floor is better.
At a hop, you will always find me in the U.D.H. for
that reason. It is true that one can generally ob-
serve a couple spooning in the darker corners. So
what? Tt does not worry me and I assure you, I do
not worry them. Why should anybody be offended by
these couples? Is it, perhaps, a question of sour
grapes?
Yours, etc. K. Graupner
(Chem. Tech., 9.3.51)

CULTURE IN I.C.

dere ser i1 thinks this idea of geting the fokes
from the coledges of musick and art is a good one
becorse it wil help us here to get beter in riting
abot our work so that we can rite good engligh be-
corse ther is a blok in our labb wot cont rede or
rote propperly and becorse it will teech these
fokes abot siense i expecs they cont even spell
fisikle the bloks on charge shood get fokes from
the coledge of needelwork in to becorse sum of us
get big hols in our socks well i thinksi will stop
her i am yores R.G.D. ; : ;

Our contributor replies:

Whilst not entirely agreeing with the views
expressed one must admit they form an original
point of view. - D.G.R. ]

THE EDITOR

WATERLOGGED SPA

Sir - Spring-cleaning of the changing rooms would
appear to be long overdue. The sight of dusty
stacks of gymnastic apparatus, abandoned kit and
stuffed heads must be extremely unsavoury to frequ-
ent users of the rooms like myself. In the shower
room, the footboards are waterlogged and rotten,
the wash-basin is stained and chipped, and the walls
are bespattered with mud. The auxiliary eguipment
would certainly be disowned by any self-respecting
member of the S.A.G.
Yours etec.,
N.L.Warr, I.C. Union, 26th Feb.

(3.A.G. = Societa Anonyme da Gabinettologgisa)

( We understand that the changing rooms in
the Gym are due for cleaning and re-decoration
this summer., It may be noted, incidentally,that
the condition of the changing rooms is in part a
result of the treatment treceived from those who
use it - Ed.)

CALLING AUNT AGATHA.

Sir - May I suggest that FELIX would fill a long-
felt want if some kindly and sympathetic person
could be found to advise students, through your
columns, on their emotional difficulties, especial-
ly now that Spring has sprung.

In the impersonal atmosphere of this College,
I fegl that there is no-one to whom I can confide
my troubles; if I ask help from my fellow-students,
I receive only facetious and often most unsympath-
etic suggestions.

I feel sure that you myst know of someone who
would be willing to help me, and the many bike me
who feel quite bereft of comfort and advice.

Yours hopefully, Joe.
(I.C. Hostel, 9.3.51)

It is officially denied that a free banjo
is to be given away with each of the old type
Guilds blazers sold,

>




FELIX

PFELIX =

THi NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE.
CIRCULATION: 1200

SaTurRDAY NiGHT Hops

The Saturday Night Hops are regarded by a large pro-
portion of the Union as the event of the week. Aff-
ording as they do a uhiqué opportunity for e weekly
get-together they represent to many the core of our
social life. We are told that this core is rotten
and are recommended to throw away our social apple
and to await next year's new crop. Yet it is diff-
icult to see how the Hops are to be reorganised.
The popularity of the Hops is due in no small meas-
ure to the efficient runming of them by 'the Enter-
tainments Committee. So long therefore as they
gontinue to be so smoothly run the numbers will al-
ways be too great for the Gym and Upper Dining Hgll.
Thus Council is presented with an apparently insol-
uble problem, subject as we are to the limitations
of our present Union buildings. Until the exten-
sions are made to the Union the only alternative
place to hold a dance is Ayrton Hall which at this
moment is in the grip of an army of decorators.
Regarding the "atmosphere” at the Hops, while |
agreeing that it leaves something to be desired, we
feel that D.R.Twist's remarks about the type of
youhg ladies coming to the Hops will be taken
rather badly by the 704 or so college women, most
of them being from training colleges. Surely the
truth of the matter is that a relatively small num-
ber, by their disregard of generally accepted stan-
dards, are Jjeopardising the good name and future
of our weekly gyrations.

EasTer

Fish and Friday have common enough assbciations

in the 0ld world outside I.C., and thus it has been °
a convenient custom for FELIX to rear his ugly young,
making bones aboutit, on this day in alternate weeks.

However this term's end threatened notre chit-
that with an incomplete fortnight before the Easter
Vac. Here wasa pretty kettle-of-fish. But in
this lay also the solution - the Refectory serves
fish on Tuesday! 5 :

Hence, in a flurry of fur, this'ten-day' FELIX
has been produced for Easter.: The Miners are going
to Cornwall, the Editor is going to clean his cave,
his Assistant touring Swiss water-works, and I.C.
students generally will do their first work since

Christmas. We wish you all a happy Easter, and also

thank our many contributors and those who help us in
the production and sale of FELIX.

CONT INENTAL INDEPENDENT
TOURS TOURS

CONTINENTAL TOURS Attractive charges cover travel,
accommodation, currency fees, visas, gratuities,
taxes, etc. Two-weeks tour examples: WALKING -
Switzerland £24. 15s, Austria £24. 10s, Denmark &
Sweden £20, 10s; SIGHTSEEING - Salzburg festival
£26. 158, CYCLING - Holland and Belgium £18. 10s.
CLIMBING - Austria £26. 0s; Switzerland £29. 10s.

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL SERVICE for all destinations
and REDUCED RATE FARES for I.C. Students (i.e.
boat return London to Sweden (£14) and Denmark (£8)
or by rail to Basle, Innsbruck, Turin, etc.

EITHER call in or send for Programme and/or details
of Independent TravelService, tO0..eceeceoes

-
_‘ ° T. B. 132, CROMWELL ROAD, LONDON, §.W.7.

PHOENIX ARTICLES

Contributions for the May Phoenix are
requested during the vacation by the editor
(¢/0 I.C.Union)

LECTURERS IAPSES
"Now we have finished sines and tans,we
can get on to secs",
(C&G Maths)

HOPEFUL

I

A professor's young typist called Query
Wrote to Editor, FELIX, saying "Dearie,
I'm classie, not passie,
With quite a nice chassie
And like my men bearded and beery'.

The Editor's face was quite red

As he said to his board "I say, Ted,
"Are we willing and able
"To help this young Grable

"And give her some jam for her bread?"

The board answered in tone very soulful:
"To find her the chances are doleful.
"Though we're eager to rhumba
"We don't know her number,
"So how can we contact Miss Hopeful?"

The point of this quaint monologue
Is to clear up the girl's mental fog.
In the still .of my room
I'll persuade nom-de-plume
That she cannot remain "Yours incog."
AMO

II

I'm glad to hear the lass has hope, a lovely notle
thing,
And now the buds are op'ning and we're nearly intou
Spring,
Please let me make this offer, tho' it's late for
Valentine,
Oh may I be your Pierrot,and you my Columbine?

GUILDSMEN SATISF IEDAMAS

On Thursday lst March the Society debated the
motion "That the curriculum is unsuitable for the
training of engineers". About 80 students and
staff attended. Mr. M.J.Merrick was in the chair,
and the motion was proposed by Nr. P.M.Chettle. He
contended that at present the student is trained
only for design and research, and is handicapped
in any other work. In particular he criticized
tutorial periods as poor in not showing the full
application of theory or putting into perspective
the assumptions necessary for it. In this he com-
pared us "another place, in East Anglia", where
tutors of broad experience are available to each
student.

Mr. Ted Hughes opened the opposition's case
with a reminder of the good reputation of I.C.,
and then outlined the present 3-year system, argu-
ing that it provided& reasonable technical and char-
acter training. He got good supoort for the pro-
position that there is no need to do the course
perfectly and that iy is gpod experience to have
the choice between some of t he work and Union act-
ivity.

The seconder of the motion, Mr. G.A.Gsllan,
then went on to criticize in more detail; such as
‘course-work experiments on obsolete equipment;the
lack of a code of symbols, and the failure to co-
ordinate .he overlap of certain subjects. The
second for the opposition, Mr. J.Fredericks foll-
owed with some detail in turn.

The first speaker from the floor argued that
I.C. should not produce technical clerks - the
slide rule mechanics, but engineers as the pion-
eers of new applications of the forees of Nature.
He advocated a longer training period at College.

The next speaker considered that the subject
detail was no more important than that of students
of the classics, whose work was designed solely
to develop their minds. The next pointed out
that at I.C., the post-graduate year is a 4th year
in the few subjects that need it, and that there-
by the 3-year basic system is extended only when
required. Two speakers quoted their knowledge
and experience of European and U.S. colleges,res-
pectively. After the summaries (during which
something about "broadening the bases of the brown-
baggers" was heard), the motion was defeated 15-27
(10 abstentions).

Imp.
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CONING EVENTS

WED. 21 st. MARCH:- Term ends and Refectory
closes.

THURS. 29 th. MAR:- Refectory ®e-opens,

TUES. 24 th, APRIL:- Summer Term begins.

TUES. 1 st. MAY:- RCS. Union Smoking Concert;
this is the inauguration of another new venture, &
is presented entirely by Students and Staff. To get
atmosphere two bars will be dispensing FREE BEER.

Admission is free to all entitled to wear RCS.
ties.

ANNIVERSARY DINNER

This year marks the 21st anniversary of the
formation of the I.C. Gliding Club, and in that
time it has achiewved a con rable status in the
gliding world, helped to a large extent Dby its
close association with the Surrey G.C. - an asso-
ciation rather similar to that between I.C.B.C.
and Thames R.C.

The 21st Anniversary dinner was held in Ayrton
Iall on Saturday, 3rd March, the Staff Common Room
having been made available for the reception. The
Club had put in an incredible amount of work in
hiding the work of the builders and in decorating
the hall, and the result was very pleasing. The
Rector welcomed the guests at the reception, and a
prodigious amount of sherry met its fafe before we
sat down to the excellent four-course dimmer, with
white and red wines (the wine bill showed an averag
of half a bottle a headg, gort and cigars (for the
privileged).  Speeches by the Rector, Sir Frederick
Iiandley Page, Sir David Brunt, Ron Macfie (the cap-
tain), 3.C. Gordon England, R.S. Colquhoun, and
Philip Wills were all excellent, but they obviously
cannot be reported here. (A full report appears in
'The Aeroplane! of 9th Marchg' We might perhaps re-
cord, as our more august contemporary does nog,
that when lir. Gordon England mentioned "the flaming
torch of British gliding", *his point was-promgﬁéi

®

illustrated with a pager napkin, and the pin "

was heard to drop in Ron liacfie's speech was in

fact a 6-inch nail from the roof. The remark that
won universal approval, however, was Sir Frederick's
that a 21st party was the time for getting tight.

When the dinner was over and the important
guests departed, the Club took Sir Frederick's ad-
vice and, with the aid of a piano and much beer,
rendered the night hideous into the small hours.

ONE YEAR WALK

TO GET HOME I GARE®TTIES

GO0 ING URL

=In smoke, of course.=
%

SOLUTION TO CROSS-WORD

¥ Strike out whioh noet applicable.

HYPNOTISM

Hypnotism is still regarded sceptically by

many people. The power of hypnosis has been kmown
for thousands of years to priests, 'miracle-heal-
ers, tribal witch doctors and the like, and prac-
tised with considerable sucress,though with little

owledge of the scientific principles involved.

 Hypnotism is derived from tthe Greek word imvwe

(hypnos, sheep). When hypnotised, the conscious
mind is put to sleep. When this happens, the sub-
conscious mind will respond to almost any commands
and suggestions made to it. Everybody has exper-
ienced the phenomenon of waking up at a particular
time in the morning simply by reminding himself the
night before that he has to wake up at that time.
This is entirely due to the reuction of the sub-
congeious mind to self-hypnosis - for that is all
it is. § ]
It is not proposed to enter into the various
methods of hypnotising a person, since this can
be gleaned from demonstrations and books (e.g. Re
Slater's 'Hypnotism and Self-Hypnosis', Ch. 5).
(N.B. It is not necessary to have a) a swinging
light held just above eye-level, b) a man with a
dominaht will, coupled with beady black eyes and
waving hands), Any willing subject can be hyp-
notised by almost anybody and in a very short time.

' However, our main concern is the practical
benefits to be gained from hypnotic and post-hyp-
notiec suggestion. Three outstanding applications
immediately spring to mind.

a Amnesia

b) Calibrating real moral standards

¢) Material gain.
a) The advantages of this form of amnesis and an-
aesthesia are already well-known and are being app-
lied more and more extensively to dentistry, child-
birth and operations etc.
b) This second application has begome necessary
through the increasing dependance of moral behaviour
on social convention. The method depends on the
(empirical) first law of Hypnotics, that nobody,
when hypnotised, will do anything against his or her
moral or religious principles, so that a series of
tests can be arranged in which the subject is made
to obey various commands. By this method, the
suitability of a male door keeper in a womans'
hostel could be determined accurately.

¢) The third application is one of the most out-
standing interest to stmdents. First of all, let
it be explained, that when underthe spell of the
hypnotist a subject will obey any command or resp-
ond to any suggestion given by the hypnotist with
the exception of Law 1. Further, if given a post-
hypnotic suggestion while still asleep, that he will
experience such and s uch a thing when he wakes up
and will do such a thing at being given a particular
signal, he will do these things until told not to
by the hypnotist. The author has actually seen
four initially sober men reduced to complete alcoh-
odiec bliss by drinking from a glass containing noth-
ing whatever, in a recent demonstration by Ralph
Slater. Thus it is not difficult to foresee the
time when a party can remain in an advanced state
of inbobriety for an entire evening,the only ex-
pense ‘being drinks for the hypnotist.
Another materigl use of hypnotism, gight wels

be in alleviating the strain of examinations. (N.B.
No research has been done yet in imposing the com
plete syllabus of a course on the subconscious mind
of a candidate before an examination). Not 1lon
ago, a group of Cambridge (a2ll right, all right,
students were given post-hypnotic suggestions that
they would be bursting with confidence when the
great day came, and that all the things they had
swotted up would come easily and clearly to them,
etc. They were all men usually prone to failing
exams. through (perhaps) nervousness; and, need-
less to say, they all did magnificently.

' The vast fields for research revealed by these
few ideas exposes the urgent need for a brand new
course at I.C. - that of Hypnotistry.

G.H.S.

SAYINGS OF THE WEEK

"A cleancr is a woman of uncertain age...."
-Derek Coomber,

"After all a century occurs only once in a hun-
dred years.."D.K.Nicholas.

"ADPTOpPO......,We're only young once,,"
-June Mahon,







