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EDIT ORTAL

We were extremely gratified=by the reception given to our

first tess; it was, it seems, a sucesss. 600 copies were printed

and all Mere sond before 106 Aime, and it was reported that some
sportsmen were offering their copies to the latecomers at 4d, and

finding plenty. of takers. The cure for any black market is to

increase thessupply, and.so lOOG-Gepies of this issvie-wi.be

printed, and we hope that.this will meet the demand. However, first

affairs arg ~axiomatically never entirely successful in the light
of further: experience, and we. hope steadily to improve the quality
of FELIX with each succeeding issue. Any suggestions and criticisms

are very welcome, and if you cannot be bothered to puta note to

the Editor in the I.C.Unicn rack, you probably know some members

of the Board, at least by sight, and can mentionm your suggestions

when next you meet.

. In this issue we are starting two feature series whith we

hope to continue in each issue. The first is a "Profile", a feature

copied unblushingly from a leading Sundsy newspaper. In it we shall

present personalities of whom we think you would wish to know

more; students past or present, staff, and institutions. We wish

to avold making this a mere catalogue of Professors and Union

orficiais, and shall strive to give @&@-mush variety as possible
For this reason we are starting the series witha Profile on the

Union bar, for few would deny that this excellent institution has

great personality, and few know 1t in a1] its varying moods.

The second new feature is "The Drinking Man's Guide to London"

Those who do not know London are often besét with the problem of
where to go when they want a drink, for, of the thousands of pubs

in Londemg se féw are really pleasant. if tiite-esepies, then, we
shall introduce you to some of the better hostelries in town, and

try to indicate the features of each, the type of person who

frequents them, whether they be quiet or conviviel, the kind of
beer cs.osine time and so on. We trust that the starting or this
sertes inthe same issue as a “Profile”on the bar will not be

held to give it too mich of a beery bias, but the latter ts a non-

recurring factor. and so the-bias will be temporary.

In our next issue we intend to start an Agony Column in which

we shall print any small advertisements you may wish to insert. No

charge will be made for this, but the available space will be limited

and so we cannot guarantee bo print every advertisement which may
be submitted. To save space, advertisements will be numbered, and

replies should be addressed to "Advertiser No....... Felix" and
placed in the Union rack. Advertisers must note the number of their

advertisement and collect the replies themselves, but they must

submit their names and Colleges to the Editor with their advertisement.

For the benefit of those who cannot be sure of buying their

FELIX on Friday mornings, we are prepared to reserve a number of

copies which may be ccllected from the bar. Those who wish to have

their copies reserved should give their names to the Editor.

Contributions must be in by. the Monday preceding the date of

the next issue, but it will be appreciated if they are submitted

sooner. They should be addressed to The Editor, Felix, 1I.C.Union.

Contributors must supply their names and Seas < with cher
contribution, though they may write under noms de plume if they wish.



MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING.

Much Ado from the Dramatic Society.

Reviewing the 1.C.bramatic Society's last effort, “Much Ado

about Nothing", perf ormed on Friday December 9th, the outstanding
success was Nr. gonn Prigmore, Of course ne was helped by an
appreciative audience but perhaps Shakespeare might even have smiled

at the sight of a stooping bearded Gentleman shuffling forward to

the accompaniment of “chuff-chuff, chuff- chuff”. This chorus from
the audience undoubtedly signified Win. Priemore's: interest. nee
railways, British or otherwise.

The choice of Shakespeare for a Comedy led the ldvanwe ‘to
make its own laughs, and this they did until temporarily checked
by the arrival of the Rector at the end of thé second act.

Regarding other distinguished performances: Joan Spencer's

Beatrice was very fine; Briscoe's Don Pedro excéllent (especially

in the use of his hands ) ; Derek Howe's Benedick was very competent,
as was Chris. McKoen's Dogberry. Now for the brickbats! I hope

these remarks won't ruin the careers (dramatic or ognenwige?” of
the players -contemmoed,

It was unfortunate that some of the supporting cast were
not up to standard; Hero in particular was a mistake in casting, and

the Messenger might have been better employed in.scene-shifting. It

was felt, that only the breeding it: Tie more expensive seats and the

Rector's presence amongst the "shillings" prevented violence from
actually breaking out on two occasions.

At times this performance was not up to the usual Dramatic

Society standard. One remark heard from the cheaper seats as the
audience dispersed, "If I had known the play was by Shakespeare 1

wouldn't have come", shows what a wonderful job is done.by our

schools. = : : 7

Much Ado from the Mines.

If Shakespeare's bones remained inert the night the Mines

attended the Dramatic Society's production of "Much Ado about
Nothing" then there is no force within them, and the resurrection of
the body is not for William.

Sixteenth century audiences were reputedly hard on the
players, but these miners would have been outstanding in a meeting

of Communissts being addressed by Churchill on 'Private Enterprise
for the Masses'. Lest that create an unfair impression it should
be added that the barracking was witty, seldom vicious and borne

most manfully by the actors. Penetrating questions were asked of

Don John's villisany, Balthasar's manhood and Antonio's’make-up, and
the spseches on Hero's chastity were subjected to a most rigorous

examination. :

Benedick received great acclamation for twice answering

queries from the mob with complete nonchalance, | and further

distinguished himself, whilst looking in the arbour, by quaffing two
pints of beer handed out from backstage by an anonymous stage-hand
caught up in the spirit of the occasion. And Balthasar's rendering
of "Hey Nonny No" so fired the audience that they could not be
restrained. from joining in -the chorus; Be faet Goat tne reeure
sounded more like "01d McDonald had a farm" could doubtless be.
attributed to over-exuberance.

Those who accuse miners of being hard- bitten uhierd ai tata,
immune to the finer feelings of man, would have been agreeably

surprised at the point when Besatrice finally submitted to Benedick's
embrace and love was triumphant. The audience was so overwhelmed

thatit insisted-oen an encore end the whole Theatre shook with

emotion, bosoms.were filled to overflowing with goodwill and

tenderness: the .open-heartedness of that moment was recordedfor all
time by a great generous cry from the back of "Now let Priggy have
9 oat." :


