
3S PFELIX
No. 18 IMPERIAL COLLEGE FRIDAY 23 FEBRUARY 1951

' — REFECTORY COMMITTEE TRIES AGAIN
ae CATERING FIRM CALLED IN.

As foreshadowed in the last issue of FELIX, the Refectory Committee INTER-COLLEGE
has proposed and the Governing Body has agreed to a major change in the
management of the I.C.Refectory. The Committees has Soe ponaiasrite for EXPERIMENT
pre tine eal of plans, based on figures and information worked out in
grea ata y the present Management, which were designed to reduce the . 5
veer ty see ore ‘ Be Satna hele Raouseed at sonsiadrasis length and the are esuek Wen tae 265 es a
eventual choice fe etween twoe ; el ea .

Briefly, the first plan took the Hostel catering away from the Royel Colleges of Art, Music and Soi~
Refectory, which would then have been used only for lunches, teas and a eee plete Oa Jen February in
functions". This plan was finally shelved ----- in favour of the second--= oe Union. a6 wae the first pub-

for various reasons, the principal one perhaps being that support for it was sg SES oF the deliberations of
ae er be See the Committees felt was necessary to warrant recommendation et Seemuien choccs Seva cee hacia
of so drastic a step. sel pe naars

The second plan was to call in the firm of caterers who had been pre Diee bis sislngen hint a
successful at U.0. and see if they could tackle our problem with. equal success. 8 Pees On OF Art. iMeio and Se7e-
This has been done; and from Haster the firm will be in charge of the ee ae oe ee
Refectory. They will be working with and throu the present Refectory Was tottowed by sn informal buttet—
Committee, which will still be responsible for all matters of policy and for Sater eens oe OMe eee
any changes and reorganization which may from time to time be necessary. Were somewhat outnumbered by H.C.8.

The catering firm will take over after Easter; and for the firet A considerable number of Miners and
term no drastic changes. are envisaged. At the end of the Summer Term, they Guildsmen were also present. The
expect ee oe proposals to the Committee as to ways and paste Sea sated iets es

our problem. irons cake ee ae uy ©
The Union Bar and the Ayrton Hall Refectory (Queenie's) are not Governing Body, the Rector, and mem-

affected by this new arrangement and will continue under their present ha gi pores staff of the
° e e a@ e e e

managementse
The chairman of the meeting was Mr. Frank Howes,

Music Critic of +The Times', and also a member of

the R.C.M. staff. He reminded I.C. of their great

IMP. COLL. EXPEDITIONS start in already combining three colleges into one,
and then introduced the subject for the meeting:

how the students of Art, Music and the Sciences cou-
More news is now available concerning the proposed ld bast get together, and learn something of each

ee expeditions this year and next year. The other. Tony de Reuck (R.C.S.) then apbire on the
— History Society say that the destination of broader purposs of the scheme: on the merits of spe-

: eee expedition during the Long Vacation of cialization v. generalization, on pure, narrow ad-
952 will be East Africa. It is hoped:to make an vancement of learning v. social benefit, and concl-

ecological survey of a selected region. uded with overwhelming support for having the broad-

ot To ieee. experience for possible members of est grounding in principles, enabling the individual
c a 28 vee a pilot scheme is being organized to choose the niche that finally interests hin.

me ie , to be run for 10-14 days during August. Mr. d. Warrack (R.C.M.) opened his remarks with
e destination of this expedition has not yet been an outline of an internal problem of his college.

definitely fixed but it will not be Little Cumbrae They lack a Union, and have first te bridge the di-

as stated in the Christmas issue of FELIX. It will visions of 'craft' - of pianistw, singers, compos-

most likely be around or near the British Isles. ers and orchestral players. Mr. Ampura (R.U-A.-)

Anong localities under consideration are the Isle chose as his main point the necessity of getting

of Arran’ and the Rarne Islands: (off the N.W. coast). to know each other's aims before attempting to share

Those interested should applyto the Head of and understand views. He denounced a present-day

their Department, before Friday, March 2nd, 1951. tendeney to accept second-hand opinions as knowledge,

: for lack of first-hand experience, and stressed the
need for international exchange and travel generally

in students’ education.

Mere as the floor variously advocated

.U.D.S. 4 special (optional) iectures, such as those on Hist-
L.U.D.S. Festival ory of Science now running in R.C.S., but wider ih

scope and treatment, on each faculty's principles

i : L.U.D.S. provided us with two very pleasant and methods. Others took the oppositeview, that
/ evenings last week, in sponsoring the fourth Ann- lectures would be a busman's educational holiday at

: ual Festival of One Act Plays, presented by vari- home, and suggested that exchanges would better be
seers _ ous individual Colleges. The second evening was arranged over coffee and lunch. ‘One speaker wish-

' easily the best. I.C. gave a performanéeof Shaw's ead that the broad range of 'school' subjects should
: “Passion, Poison and Petrifaction" at least equal be continued to a higher stage; another prophesied

to that of Goldsmith's College onthe previous ni- that the schemes might produce ‘Specialists in ever-
ght, but on the whole we considered that outstand- ything but their own subject(. Another sheaker was

ing successes of the festival were Kings production overheard to say that in the few minutes remaining
‘ é of Chekov's "The Proposal", and Westfield's present- he would just survey human knowledge!
¥ ation of "The Florentine Tragedy" by Oscar Wilde. Professor Levy, Dean of R.C.S., summed up,tak-

ing this on at short notice due to the illness of

S.C.M.T. Mr. LeA-G-Strong. He pointed out how Seience has
to eliminate the human element from its methods -

the very contrary of our present attempts to ‘human-

FELIX requires the services of a photo- ize'our education. He picked out the point of the
grapher. He would become a member of need for understanding where others' attentions are
the Editorial Board and would be resp- - focused, and suggested the plan of action should be
onsible for the commissioning of photo- the bringing together firstly of people: then of
raphs and their subsequent processing : their ideas: and then of their work.

Tasceanie) for reproduction in FELIX. The next function will be held at 5.30 next
Anyone interested should contaét Monday, 26th February, in the Botany Lecture Thea-

the Editor or Production Manager (Mr. 5 tre, I.C. Union. Mr. L. Roth, M-A-, of the Maths.

J.W.Midgley) via I.C. Union Rack. Dept. who spent some years in Italy will talk on
‘Opera in Italy’. This will be followed by a dis-

cussion and a light buffet. The chair will be

taken by David Hall, President of the R.C.M. Stud-

ents Association.

Imp.
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LECTURERS TAPED

Sir - Your account of Prof. Wiener's recent lecture

on Cybernetics did not mention that the proceedings

were preserved for posterity on a tape-recorder - an

excellent innovation,to be extended,we understand,to

other important lectures.

May we suggest that it would conform to the spi-
rit of Prof. Wiener's thesis if you were to use your
undoubted influence to persuade fhe Authorities: (whon]
God preserve) to record some of the ordinary course
lectures deliveredin the %ollege? To have these

lectures played back to them could scareely fail to

have a most salutary effect on certain lecturers -

and might enable others, whose repertoire is a >Conhsat

tant of Nature, to retire forthwith. The addition

of recent material could be made by the already cur-

rent device of speeding up the delivery of body of

the lecture, and adding a series of codae at the end.
Yours etc., A.V-S. de Reuck.

Imperial College Hostel, Feb. 16th, 1951.

WHICH TURNING?

Sir - I have been asked to reply to your correspond-

ent who requests that a sign board should be placed

on "waste ground" opposite the Red Lion at Harling-

ton. ;

At the beginning of this session an application
was made to the local authority and also to the own-

er of the garden at the end of Sipson Lane for per-
mission to erect suitable direction boards. The

local authority would nat grant permission and the’
owner of the garden at the end of Sipson Lane was
not in any way co-operative.

The matter has been considered by the Athletic

Ground Committee who felt that the difficulty would

be best met by having a large number of printed dir-

ections available in the Union.so that Club secreta-

ries could send these to visiting clubs.

; Yours faithfully, S. R. Sparkes,

Hon. Sec., Athletic Ground Committee.

City & Guilds Coll., Feb. 14th, 1951
‘aii

APRES MOI - LE DELUGE

AM. le Président.

Ce sujet Cabinetologie m'intéresse infiniment.
L'expérience que J'ai obtenue de trois pays doit
étre utile a la société. J'ai perfectionné des

methodes pour employer le minimum de papier, et

d'autres choses pour faire confortables les petits

séjours au cabinet.

On peut me trouver sous le nom U. Deluge dans

le systéme postal de 1'Union.

Je rests, Monsieur,

Toujours votre serviteur humble et obéissant,

Un Deluge .

(Editor's Note: The Hon. Sec. of the Societa de

Gabbinettologia wishes to state he has had many
similar letters and thanks the writers for their

interest. Application forms for entry are being

forwarded to them all.)

COLLEGE MASCOT 7?

Sir = The Council of the Albert Hall recently wrote

to Mr. Gaitskell, asking for a loan of £320,000,say-

ing that their bank overdraft was £100,000, and poi-

nting out that unless some aid was given soon, there
might be no alternative but to close the hall.

With a masterly grasp of essentials, Mr.Gaitskel
refused to lend the money, neatly blaming thts off on

to the new burden of increased defence expenditure.

I congratulate the Chancellor and suggest that
4f the Hall is closed the Union should offer to buy
it, for, say, £1,000. It would make a good college
mascot, being handy for odd occasions. For instan-

ce, the president of the Mountaineering Club might
be required to make the ascent on the inside up te

the dome top as proof of his prowess on the night of

the Annual Dinner. Also it would come in handy for

the Saturday Hops, providing more seats for beginn-

ers, more floor-space for the intermediate couples,

and more odd corners for the advanced couples. More-

over, so far as I know, no other college has an Alb-
ert Hall for its mascot.

Yours faithfully, ‘Informer’.

>

R.C.S-, 5th Fed. 1951

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
THE OUTSIDE WORLD

Sir - In the last issue of FELIX there was a thought-
provoking tombination of letters, two on the 'Paper
University’ being printed alongside two on N.U.S.

This is interesting because many of the arguments
brought forward in discussing the place of the ind-
ividual London college in the framework of the Uni-
versity also apply to the place of that college and
University in the larger field of the N.U.S.

If it is desirable that the colleges in London

combine for their mutual advantage,is it not also

desirable thatt he Universities of the country should

combine to the same end? To draw the line of coop-

eration at the boundary of Greater London is paroch-

ialism of a kind particularly virulent in London and

is exceeded in short~sightedness only by the drawing

of boundaries in Kensington Gore. The fact that

there has been some rather strange behaviour on the

part of the national executive does not alter the de-

sirability for participation in the National Union.

On the contrary, it suggests that our representatives

with their experience of self-government in student

affairs could play an important part in the councils
of the Union.

The essence of the matter is that if we are pre-

pared to cooperate withstudents outside our own coll-

ege we must first strengthen our ties with the other

London colleges but we should not forget that we have

much to gain from cooperation with the other Univers-

ities and colleges outside our own city.

Yours ete., Louis Cohen,

Chem. Tech., 13th Feb., 1951

BOUQUET
ae Feb. 13th, 1951.

Sir - May I propose a large bouquet (or a "pint on
the house") to the very able artist who prepares
your numerous FELIX posters?

Is he at liberty to illustrate theses and lab.

report books? :

Yours faithfully, Peter Rowe, Chem. Tech.

SOBERING THOUGHTS
"The Brewers Society stated yesterday that the

output of beer during 1950 was 25,167,508 bulk bar-

rels; 1,112,783 bulk barrels fewer than 1949.
The fall is one of more than 320 million pints.
An official of the society said last night thst
the decline was due mainly to exceS’sive taxation,

and partly to the increased strength of beer". -

The Times, Sat. lOth Feb., 1951.

Our Brewing Correspondent writes:

"Taking a pint bottle of 'Kent's Best' pale

ale as measuring 3" dia. by 104" height, the 320
million pints, if stood side by side, would reach

15,150 miles - 10% days' continuous travelling at
60 m.p.h.; or if stacked inthe tennis courts would

tower up 1,350 ft. high, more than 4 times as high
as St. Paul Cathedral; or would make a wall from

I.C. Union to Harlington one L.P.T.B. bus high,and

two buses wide. .

Thetotal sales in 1950, side by side, would go

more than 13 times round the Equator; orbe enough

to build a wall from London to Brighton 3 buses wide

and 4 buses high; or piled one on another would re-

ach further than five times to the moon. 2d. on

the empties would be £60,000,000 - just about enough

to. build 5 Brabazons, :

If the 320 million fints drop in consumption

were stacked on the tennis courts, at the Union rate

of. drinking, it would take just over 8% monthsto
drink a passage 2' x 6! right through.

HIC
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LMAR. PIANO QUARTET, MOZART
PIANO DUETS. _

SMAR. PANO 1RECITAL, “SCHUBERT.

There was a young lady musician
Who read books on nuclear fission.

While trying to. experiment

With uranium - off it went

With her and her flute to perdition.


