
m
e
e
e

p
r
a
e
a
t
t
e

3°
EVERY

FORTNIGHT FELIX
C
e
 

‘

No.1I6. IMPERIAL COLLEGE FRIDAY 26 JANUARY 1951

RUGGER WEEKEND IN PARIS
The Rugger Club toured Paris over the New

Year and played one game against "The North of
France",drawing 6-6, There was no lack of

activity in other directions as the report shows.

'DOES ANYONE HERE SPEAK ENGLISH?'

Qf the many perplexing problems discussed in the Un-

ion bar last term, the question of the rugger club's

tour to France over the New Year week-end claimed

many a pint of frothy wisdom before its final settle-

ment. Despite some verger—-like rope-pulling at a

high level by Bill Robinson, the end of term saw lit-

tle more than a vague promise from France and with 36

hours to go such trivialities as travel, fixtures and

accomodation in Paris still required final confirmat-
ion.

From out of this chaos eventually came enough or-

der to assemble some twenty-odd of the club at Victor-

i@ on the morning of December 29th. Knowing that

Dick Edwards was in the party it was decided to meet

an hour before the time of departure of the boat train

but even the stoutest hearts missed a beat when, with

a couple of minutes to go Pip Clemo was given up as

lost. Not that it really mattered -— he was only one

of the forwards!

On arrival at St. Lazare the boys were met by a

fairy godmother in the form of Paul Vallet who modest

ly stated that all was arrangeé and prepared. Very

many thanks, Paul, for the marvellous job you did+on

our behalf! 5;

That was the last we saw of several of our party,

apart from the game on Sunday, but rumour has it that
a group of young men headed by a leader known only as

"Moose-tache" contrived to uphold the finest tradit-
ions of*the club, I.C., the British Navy and sundry

other organisations throughout the course of the wee-
kend. The "intellectuals" headed by Doc Sparkes made

a tour of the Louvre, Notre Dame and many other places

of interest, but even this palled-and they finished up
by asking the local representative of Thos. Cook where

the best cabarets were to be found.

Much to our disappointment, the second game which

was to be played at Vieryon was cancelled owing to

some 12 inches of snow on the ground. The game play-
ed on New Year's Eve in Paris was hindered by 3 inches

of snow and an iron-hard surface. Of the game itself
opinions seemed to vary. Some said it was good, some

not so good, whilst Stan Coppleman said that by far
the best item of the afternoon was the playing of the

French military band and the rendering of "Rule Brit-

annia" (suitably amended) by the British United Serv-

fices XV at half time. The match played against a
North of France XV was drawn, each side scoring six

\points. I.C. went into the lead when Brian Lappin

Yeicked a magnificent penalty goal from the touch-line
and at half time were leading by 6-5 after David Evans

just beat Dick Elias in the touch-down fora try wide

out on the ‘right. Possibly the greatest spectacle of

the afternoon was afforded by Ian Grieve who, clad in

colours blazer and immaculate I.C. rugger kit put the

"linesmen at the 'Varsity'game completely in the shade.

After a large meal at the expense of the French

* Rugby Union the team adjourned to the Place Pigalle

iwhere, having regard for the moral stature of FELIX,

our reporter lost his note-book. One brilliantly

outstanding performance by Derek Hughes is worthy of

note. He contributed to the suecess of ‘a French Cab-

aret by a delightful rendering of three English madri-

gals but had barely informed us of the fateof a cert-

ain Mr. Bangelstein before his recital was somewhat

abruptly terminated.

The New Year was brought in to the strains of

"Auld Lang Syne" and thereafter followed a night of

nogest cclebration along with the British Combined

Services XV. We say "modest" advisedly since Chris

(continued on page 2.)

In future FELIX notices will appear on th
PHOENIX notice board. ae : 4

Anyone who can spare an afternoon on occas-

ional Sundays to help in the makeeup of FELIX is
usked to sign a list which will be displayed there

UNIVERSITY GRANTS

COMMITTEE AT I.C. ——

The University Grants Committee of the Treasury

visited the College on Wednesday 17th January. The

’ Committee visitsthe colleges of the University once

every five years to gain some notion of how their

largesse is absorbed.

after a whirlwind tour of the College and a

lightning lunch the University Grants Committee in-

vited the officers of the Union to meet them. Hold

ing no brief or notion of what was expected, the

Union officers soon regained their customary aplomb

and for half an hour asked and answered questions of

the eminent men seated opposite them. In particular

the projected extension of the Union building was

mentioned and some time was devoted to discussing

our over-specialised curricula. Other topics men~

tioned were grants to research workers and I.C.'s

use of the University Union at Bloomsbury.

Among the members of the Committee is Sir

Andrew McCance, the eminent metallurgist, a graduate

of R.S.M., whose name has been mentioned as the

probable distinguished visitor for the 1951 Com-

memoration Day.

INTER-COLLEGE EXPERIMENT

SOUTH KEN. LINK UP ?

For some time now there has been increasing aggrava

tion for some sort of interchange of ideas between

the sundry faculties housed in our neighbourhood,

and much support has been promised to those who have

raised their voices. At last a tentative but con-

crete step has been taken in this direction, and a

Committee, supoorted wholeheartedly by the Rector,
and consisting of the Presidents and "Social Secret-
aries" of R.C.S., R-C.A- and R.C.M., has been set up.
This has now been reorganised to include interested

and capable people who are not Officers of the resp
ective College Unions, in order more effectively to

bring about the aims of the project. These are:-

to promote and foster social relations - as a start -

between the colleges concerned and others, by the ar-

ranging of debatea, reciprocal invitations to the ac-

tivities of social arfd academic societies, and the

organising of occasional social functions.
The outcome o e erations to date is the org-

anising of a discussion, followed by a buffet and

dance on Monday, Dth February. It will be held in

the Gym. and Upper Dining Hall, and the topic for

discussion will range around the place of music, art,

and science in University education. It is hoped

to include among the attractions an Eminent Personage

to stimulate discussion, and this practice will be

maintained at future functions.

It is to be hoped that readers will support

venture with the enthusiasm it deserves, and also

bear in mind that the discussion will be primarily by

and for them, and even if they've nothing to say, get

up on their hind legs and say it. Write it down in

your diary now, and keep an eye open Lor nobeey ker

One 
a A

ENGLAND BEATS WALES
In the Amateur Soccer International Wales was

soundly defeated by England, 4-1, at Leicester on

Saturday.

At Swansea, the same day, Wales succeeded in

defeating England at Rugger by 23 points to 5.

Lhte
CALS

Do not fill up this space until told what

to do.
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LETTERS tie EDITOR

HALL DINNER

Sir ~- Polypheme, in your last issue (so long ago),
took the Musical Society, among others, to task for
supporting Dinner in Hall. I must admit that in
organising this shameful affair I was somewhat. em-

barrassed at the response from our music makers in
College as well as those who help us from adjacent

colleges. We totalled 80. Very nearly everyone

wanted to come. Polypheme thought that bringing .

go many people from one club destroyed the main
purpose of a Dinner, viz to enable people of diff-
ering opinions to come into contact with one ano-

ther; yet what better example could you have of
people of differing opinions than scientists and
musicians?

Roly ohene (who I take it is a male giant) asks,
why not hold a club dinner in the proper manner like

law-abiding Union members?* But surely to do this
would only result in separating the musicians from

the rest - a pity, I think, for both parties. Would

it not be better for Polypheme to ginger up "the rest"
until there is such a clamour for places at Hall Din-

ner that no club could stand a chance of swamping

Hall Dinner?

But I agree - 80 was rather too many when our ac-~

commodation is still so limited.
Yours faithfully ,D.M.Tombs.

*It would seem a "Club"Dinner'were more appropriate
to giants like Polypheme.

The following letter written to the Editor ofthe
‘Evening —-' is reproduced exactly as received.
It supports our statement that FELIX will print

almost anything!

stevens terrace

Dear Sir

just a few lines I was reading the ‘evening ——'
about the houseing shorted well I thinks those people

who have got fats and house to thereself should be
made to share them all given up and let somebody with
children we gota single girl liveing in stevens terr-

ace and she as got 4 room and wont share them and
there are plenty more like her I think it time the

council done something about it your ae

Philosophical Group

A Philosophical Group has been started within the
Literary and Debating Society. Philosophy is ina-
cluded in the syllabus of science students at many ,

continental universities. It is felt that Phil-
osophy is an interesting subject for discussion and
differs from political discussion in that the results

agrived at can sometimes be of practical value.
The group will invite speakers to address then

on subjects of philosophieal interest and discussion

groups will be held. If there is enough interest

it might be possible to arrange a course on philos-

ophy at Imperial College.

The first meeting of the group will take place

on Thursday, 8th Feb, in the Zoology theatre at 5.15
p.m. Dr. Whitrow of the Maths. Dept. will speak on
"Philosophy and Science". Watch the notice boards
for further meetings.

Pp. Wegner, Vice-Chairman.

‘BRAINS TRUST!
Jan. 8th, 1950.

Sir - For several years the annual programme of the

Literary and Debating Society has included a Brains

Trust. We have invited several notable personalities
to I1.C. for this year's event, arranged for Thursday,

Feb. 27th. .

For the maximum henefit from the 'Brains', an

ample supply of really worth-while questions is re-

quired. I therefore appeal to the readers of FELIX

to produce as many as possible, and to send them to

ee Lit. & Deb. Soc., via the Union letter

Tack.

Yours faithfully, Paul G. Jeffery,

Hon. Sec., Imp. Coll. Lit. & Deb. Soc.

‘IMPERIAL COLLEGE EXPEDITIONS'

Jan. 5th, 1950.

Sir - It gave me very great pleasure to read in your

last number that I.C. are considering organising fur-

ther expeditions. The 1938 Jan Mayen expedition un-

doubtedly brought great prestige to the College, but

I am certain it did far more than that, in the case

of individual members. They gained an experience

uhdiia sense of achievement that is difficult to put

into words, but which were well worth atl the sacri-
fices that had to be made in order to take part in

the expedition.

As im most exploration, whether it be topograph-

ical or purely scientific, it is extremely difficult

to explain to the materially minded people,just what

is the use of it all. Fortunately, the man who is

keen to go and find out things for himself, is not

really worried by what other people think, and when

his quest is over he is more than certain that it was

well worth while.

Since the war, apart from government sponsored

large expeditions there have been few scientific ex-

peditions ether than those organised by various uni-

versities to take place during the long vacations.

Such ‘long vac.' expeditions have developed greatly

in the last 2 or 3 years and there have been as many

as 6 or 7 different University expeditions in the fi-

eld each summer. These expeditions, from St.Andrews,

Bristol, Birmingham, Cambridge, Durham, Leeds, Oxford,
to mention some, have covered a wide field of invest-

igation in such places as Gambia, Persia, Kenya, Nor-

way, Spitzbergen, Greenland and Jan Mayen.

It is good therefore to feel that the spirit of

adventurous investigation is reawakening in the form

of a combined I.C. effort, and I very much hope the

expeditions will be a great success.

Yours faithfully, A. Stephenson,

Reader in Surveying, Dept. of Civil Engineering.

(Mx. Stephenson is also director of surveying and cur-

ator of instruments at the Royal Geographical Society;

in this capacity he has supplied many expeditions with

instruments and advice; in addition he has himself

been a member of many expeditions in recent years.-Ed. )

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

Partly as a result of interest shown during the Mis-

sion in London University last term, the LIFCU has

arranged a series of meetings on the Christian Faith,

to be held every Monday (except during exams.), at
1.15 p.m. in the Botany Lecture Theatre.

is specially designed fort hose who know little about
the Christian Faith - and perhaps consider it illogie-
al; or irrelevent to present-day circumstances - and
wish to know more about some of its aspects. Questions
will be invited.

Thts series

We are confident that the facts that will be pre-
sented are worthy of the consideration of every true
scientist - and abundantly worth putting to the test.,

Geoffrey 8. Bishop, Hon. Secretary.

oun

: When is Committee Room B coming back into

eirculation?
Yours disgustedly,

A.Cue.

Goutinued from page l.

Wilson paid 3/6 for a half and R.H.G.Weighill of the

Services XV was asked 7/- for a coco-cola! It is be-
lieved that the record for the evening was createdby

Paul who retired to bed at lla-m. the morning follow-
ing. For those who could remember her size in nylons

and favourite perfume there followed a few hours fran~
tic shopping and on the morning of the 2nd we said
"goodbye" to Paris with heavy hearts and light pockets.

A mid-channel storm made many regret the excell-

ence of French cooking and the finer points of the New
Year'g Eve celebrations. If you would hear more of
this tour, the Union bar any Saturday night, 7.30 till
10.30 is the best place to find out, but readers be-
ware ! The answer to the question "Do you speak Eng-

lish?" must always be NO!

JoR-H-


