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IMPERIAL COLLEGE EXPEDITION TO LITTLE CUMBRAE
The Natural History Society plan a short expedition

to Little Cumbrae Island off Seotland , next sum-
mer vacation. The object will be to study the flora

and fauna and to make a thorough survey of the island.
The expedition will consist of about 10 members, in-

cluding a Geologist, Mining Geologist, Surveying En-

gineer, Biologists and Botanists. Several interest-

ed firms will supply the equipment for the expedition,

which has the backing of the Bective Marine Biolog-
ileal Research Station. nh xpedition has the
packing of I.C. Union Somel Rage

MAJOR EXPEDITION PROPOSED
In 1938 there was an Imperial College expedition to

JAN MYANLAND in the Arctic which brought to the coll-

ege immense prestige as well as much scientific mat-

erial for subsequent study. The idea has now been

mooted, before I-C. Union Council, that it is time

that another such expeditian should be planned. Mr.

P.-K-Isaac (President, Natural History Society) and
Mr. P.T.Haskell (past President) are responsible for
this idea. Destination, date and scope of the ex-

pedition have not yet been decided.
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ADVERTISEMENTS IN FELIX.

Advertisements can now be accepted for in-

sertion in FELIX. Conditions and rates are av-

ailable on application to the Advertising Manager

No charge is made for advertisements or an-

noucements for Imperial College Union, the con-

stituent college unions and ICWA. Clubs and so-
ecieties will be charged at cost price.

A nominal charge (6d per 20 words) is made
for insertions in the Personal Advertisements

column. (Cash with ADVT. please)

L.U.D.S. SURVIVES

FIRST NIGHT STORM

ARMS & THE MAN

From Nov. 28 to Dec. 2 Shaw's ‘Arms and the Man' ran

to packed houses in the Upper Hall of Imperial Coll-

ege Union. The play was a joint production of Lon-

don University Dramatic Society and Imperial College

Dramatic Society, the former supplying the majority
of the cast and the latter the producer (Christopher
McKoen), the premises and the greater part of the

sweat and toil .backstage.

The first night, being 'Mines Night' might be

fairly described as ‘Uproar'! Actors from other

colleges must have wondered into what lion'g den
they had been committed by our offer to house the
L.U.D.S- production. The play had a normal audi-

ence on the other four nights and a critique appears

on another page.

MINES NIGHT
Although it must have been embarrassing for a

lady to find 200 Miners and gentlemen in her bedro-

om, Raina was soon reassured by the audience's bed-
side manner and the hisses that greeted the appear-

ance of Bluntschli must have finally convinced her
that her virtue was safe in their hands. Indeed,
the frequent use of bad language shocked the Mines
who also thought that the joke about "a pet What?"
was rather close Shavian. Altogether the first
act was a good example of what a Mines' night should
be.

However the standard fell during the second act.
There was some good witticisms, notably when Sergius
appeared looking as if he had come straight for the
bedroom scene, while theaudience was suitably intr-

igued when Nicola almost exposed what the butler saw.

Unfortunately most of the act res@embled a Peace Con~
ference. When, in the final scene, the actors beg-

an quarrelling, a cry from the back threatening the

use of the atom bomb broke off all diplomatic rela-
tions and the resg@emblance was completed.

As a whole the night must be regarded as a fail-

ure. It is a pity that L.U.D.S., being our guests
for the first time, should have been introduced to
the R.S.M. through a performance definitely below

the traditional standard. The idea of a Mines' ni-
ght is to comment on the lines, not drown them, and

in past years the Miners have aguired a reputation

for knowing when to keep their mouths shut, as well

as when to open them. The reputation must have been

badly damaged on the Tuesday.

If only Shaw were alive now, it would kill him.

HEARD IN A 52 BUS

She: (noticing scaffolding opposite the Albert Hall)
"What's that, ‘enry?'

He: "Beh lass, that's a statue to Victoria or sum-

mat like that."

She: (after a contemplative pause) "Aye, I reckon
it'll be nice when it's finished."

Stealth.

Out into the night to steal he stole,
His bag of chink it chunk,

And many a secret smile he smole
And many a wink he wunk,
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LETTERS 7% EDITOR

LOSSES

9th November, 1950.

Sir - May I, through your paper, address four ques-
tions to the Refectory Committee?

(a) De special dinners(i.e. club, Hall dinners,
etc.) pay their way? :

(>) How many people are exgrered by the Refectory

and how are they distributed

(c) Does the Refectory pay rent, gas, and electr-

icity bills, water rates etc.?

REFECTORY

(4) Are provisions bought wholesale and at com-
petitive prices? Have we a competent and economic-

al buyer?

Perhaps the answers to these questions will

help us to understand why the Refectory has made

such a heavy loss during this last year.

Yours faithfully, Peter Rowe.

The Refectory Committee write (Nov. 15, 1950) :-
; The answers to Mr. Rowe's questions are briefly
as follows:=

(a) The prices charged for "special" dinners cover
the cost of food and overtime wages. If the Refec-
tory is to pay its way, however, the food must not

cost more than half the price charged. In the past

the cost of food has been nearer 75% of this price.

(b) The total staff is at present 45, distributed
as follows:- (i) management 4, (ii) Kitchen 14,
(i114) Lower Dining Hall 12, (iv) Upper Dining Halli
8, (v) Snack Bar 7.
(c) Yes, a composite charge of £1,100 is made for

aja pes (whieh includes gas, light, water, heat,
etc. );

(ad) Yes, and the buying is continuously under re-
view by the Manageress and Chef, both of whom have
long experience and useful contacts. :

It may be noted that two firms of catering con-
tractors, who recently investigated our buying and
staffing systems, were both of them unable to sugg-
est any but marginal alterations (most of which have
since been adopted).

Yours ete., J.F. Levy.

(Deputy Chairman, Refectory Committee

DINNER IN HALL

28th Nov. ,1950.

PROFILE~sanTA CLAUS

Do you believe in Father Christmas? You, who have
east off the cloak of adolescence ~ have you also
discarded your cynical disbelief in this most real
of personalities?

The real Santa Claus must not be confused with

the fabulous red-coated, reindeer-—drawn-sledge-driver,
the darling of Victorian romanticism, the joy of

childhood days. This tonception probably came to

England from Germany about the time when our ties

with that country were particularly close. The

influence of 'Punch' and Victorian family life did

the rest; and, before the close of the last century
the white bearded, generous old chap we all remember
was as firmly established in England as the Albert
Memorial.

But the real Santa Claus was no myth. No snow-

fields for hin. No sledges or reindeer. Saint
Nicholas was born at the end of the third century,

in biue-skied Lycia, beneath a Mediterranean sun.

Precocious and pious at early age, he grew up to be

an amiable sort of fellow; an ascetic, but not un-

possessed of that streak of earthiness so necessary

to the churchmen of those days. He became Thaumat-

urge (archbishop) of Myra, was a member of the Coun-

cil of Nicea and performed sufficient generous and

saintly acts to be eventually canonized. His most

remarkable fact seems to have been the restoration

to life of three children who had been regrettably

cut mp in pieces and placed in salting jars. For

this miraculous affair he is remembered as the pat-

ron saint of children and paupers.

In 1087. some merchants removed his supposed re-

mains from the cathedral at Myra and re-interred them

in the ehureh of San Nicola at Bari, in southern It-

aly. Te that pleasant town on the Adriatie seaboard

thousands of pilgrims came each year to do him homage

and receive from the ‘Manna of St. Nicholas'. His
generosity lives om: to pilgrims he dispenses cures

for all ills and to children at Christmas time he has
come to be regarded as the bounteous filler of stock-

ings.
i The earthy side of his nature is presumably res-
ponsible for his being also the patron saint of rogues:

of pawnbrokers, thieves, vagabonds, Russia, judges

and murderers; and, not least, he is the patron saint
of scholars, so that no freshman hoping for a first,
or a third year man praying for a pass can afford to
negleet hin.

Sir - Dinner in hall serves a very useful purpose in

bringing together members of the College Staff and

students, who would not otherwise meet one another.

The time has come to enforce dinner in hall for
every member of I.C. a certain number of times each

session. Dinner in Hall shouls be served in Upper
Hall for, say, 3/- every night of the week except
Saturdays and Sundays and those nights on which Club

Dinners are held. Allowing for 4 nights a week, 30
weeks a session and 1500 members of I.C., every men-

ber could attend 6 hall dinners a year without mak-

ing it necessary for more than 100 to attend any ev-

LUNCH-HOUR CONCERTS |
C&G BOARD ROOM 1-15 THURSDAYS

ii JAN FIRST THURSDAY OF TERM

ALAN LOVEDAY TRIO
IN A BRAHMS PROGRAMME

ening. We feel that to ask everyone to attend 6

times a session, and to be charged irrespective of
his attendance would be acceptable to students and
enforcable by the College Authorities.

B.J. Swain, G.H.Morrell 9 G.P.Gilbert,
C.D.-Allen, S.J-Williams.

Sir = After going to Dinner in Hall on Tuesday 5th

December, I should like to make three suggestions

to the organisers of the Dinners.

(1) That College Societies, such as the Musical
Society last Tuesday and the Soeial Clubs Committee
on the 12th December, should not be allowed to swa-

mp a Hall Dinner. If they wish to hold a Dinner

of their, own they are, geomet perfectly at lib-
erty to do so, but for 80 membersof one Society to

come en masse destroys one of the aims of the insti-~

tution,to enable people of differing apinions to

come into contact with one another.
(2) That members of Staff attending should be put
upon their honour not to "talk shop" at the Hall.

(3) That, in any event, the number going to the
Hall Dinner should be restricted to, say, 60 people,

so that the numbers may be manageable.

Yours truly, Polypheme.

FAVOURITISM IN THE REFECTORY

Jth Dec. ,1950.

Sir - Why is it that at a recent refectory ri aha
only S.Coppelman was served with boiled snail
Many amony us would appreciate this rare delicacy,

and I trust that your journal will use its influen-

ce to combat unfair discrimination of this kind.
Yours ete., ‘Itidignant Diner'

BEAVER CLUB

* Oth Dec. ,1950.

Sir - We wish to bring to the notice of all eligible
members that the BEAVER CLUB is now fully grown (see
Forthcoming Events).

It shows good promise of being an excellent

philanthropic, philosophic, philatelic, philological

and glass-philling society.

Your loving philtre, Phil. Awn.

SCOTCH Mist

8th Dec., 1950.

Sir - Your last issue of FELIX was marvellous...in

fact it was so good that I atctioned it for a bottle

of whisky. I feél personally gratefully to you,sir,

for that bottle of wonderful whisky which I keep

tasting. :

I have never tasted such excellent whisky in my

life, and I keep tasting it. The whishky I got for

Christmas is marvellous and I keep tashing it and
how kind of you to get me thish wonderlous whichkey

for Xmas whieh I keep tashing.

Its really really its moshkind of you to get

me thish whichkey which I keep tashing for Xmas and

tashing hic doc dickery dock.

What kind whishky ole man how ex thash ex tren-

ly marvelots to tash on Xmas you greatt fine ud tha

yhank you ole for extrextra extrem whwhaishy ininain

ao 64% you U0 XXXX kisses kissmus & Xmu (l#y

4 Bole opa ///-..fluid M&chaNiczz;
CheerRI loo 00£/#48,

Yours (hic) faithfully, R.Rajan (Guilds).

P.S. I shope thish hash Xmashy flavour..doc-hic.



FELIX
3

EDITORIAL _

DINNER IN HALL
We regard Dinner in Hall as a very sound

4{nstitution: not only does it provide us with

gastronomical pleasure at reasonable cost, but

also with a not too formal ‘occasion! on which

we can meet new faces and an excellent opport-

unity to entertain guests in an atmosphere quite
different from the hurried clatter of the Lower

Hall. It enables us also to meet members of the

staff and talk with them on a wore human level,
which is perhaps the most important function of

Dinner in Hall in a mainly non-residential college.

A few facts and figures may be of interest.

This term there have been nine Hall Dinners, at

the average attendance has veen as follows:
Staff - 15.6, Students - 17.2, Guests - 18.2.

The fact immediately emerges that proportionately

fewer students than staff use the facilities aff-
orded by Tuesday Dinners in the Upper Hall. This

is a pity, but we are the losers if we do not take

advantage of these occasions. One fact which is

not evident from the figures is that of the 155

students and 125 members of stafi who dinedin Hall
this term, many were present on more than one occ-

asion, so that there remains an enormous number of
poth students and staff who have never been to Hall -

Dinner. One of our letters on the page opposite

suggests that dining in Hall should be obligatory

to students once or twice each term.

Surely people could afford an extra pound

auring the year for six good dinners; but one
wonders if enforced attendance would be desirable

or even practicable. In this connection it is in-

teresting to note that at most Cambridge colleges

undergraduates (even those living in lodgings) are
aarowed to dine out of college only once during the

week,

The I.C. Centenary Fund at present provides a

stall subsidy to ensure that Hall Dinners pay their
way as far as the Refectory is concerned. That ;
being so, we evidently get good value for money and,

as students,we should require no further stimulus
to make the most of Dinner in Hall.

‘UNIVERSITY
Mr. P.T,Walker of Chem. Tech. has joined the staff

of 'University' the new London newspaper. Any art-

icles, news items etc. for 'University' may be sent

to him c/o Union letter rack or by 'phone, Extension
245. Anyone wishing to assist in the production of
'University' should get in touch with Mr. Walker.

Members of the college willing to act as sales-

men of 'University' (9.30-10, Friday mornings,alter-

nating with FELIXY should get in touch with with the
kditors of Phoenix or FELIX.

EDITORIAL BOARD
The Editorial Board which has produced FELIX

this term has been composed as follows:

Editor: C.M.Hargreaves; Advisory Editor: E.M.Hughes;

Sub-Editor: Mareus Hull; Sports Editor: J.W.Midgley;

Advertising Manager: J.M.C.Taylor; Sales Manager:

C.H.Barwise. Other members of the Board: Margaret

Evenett, Geoffrey Benson, P.G.Taylor, David Randall,
K.P.Eldridge.

Anyone wishingto join the staff of FELIX should get

in touch with the Editor. No experience is necess—

ary but enthusiam and a little spare time (mostly at
week-ends) are useful qualifications.

FROM THE EVENING NEWS

"The driver of a motor coack carrying about 20

passengers was trapped in his smashed cabin...

"He was freed and taken to hospital with

cuts and bruises after his seat had been sawn

away-

THE WIZARD OF GUILDS

On Monday 4th December, Prof. 0.A.Saunders de-

lighted a large audience, nominally of the Radio

Society, with a lecture on "Magic". He was lectur-

ing without the small clock that is a feature of
his other spare time lectures and which his audien-
ce had been hoping to seé disappear in a puff of
smoke, and it may have been the absence of this mas-

cot that made his lecture less weighty than witty.
He dismissed as idle the speculations that he

had been invited to give this lecture because elec-
tricians could only regard the doings of mechanical
engineers as magic, and also that they merely wished
to know how to pass exams. After a brief history
of the origins of magic, and hinting that many old

superstitions may be quite reasonable, he went on to

‘give his views on modern eonjuring - although he wa-

rned us that as a member of the Magic Circle he was

not allowed to give away any secrets, so that any-

thing he said should be taken with pinch of salt.

The Indian rope trick he considered quite feas-

ible; with a native audience, the sun in the right

place, a bit of trickery, mass hypnotism and the aid
of an agile small boy, it was quite possible to make
an audience think they had seen something unnatural.

Walking on fire he thought was principally an examp-

le of the control of the mind over the body, and swo-

rd swallowing was just a matter of practice, though

hedid not know how one started; however, he recommen-

ded it as vocation for our children in these days of
increasing Government restriction.

As regards modern conjuring tricks, the Dean con-

sidered that their merit was in inverse proportion
to the amount of mechanical apparatus required, hold-
ing that elaborate contrivances were more a credit to

their designers than to their operators, whereas tri-

eks with billiard balls and cards were a pleasure ev-

en for other magicians to watch - unless they were

playing on the other side. He emphasized the need

for a sensitive touch, in conjuring as well as in

dealing with fathers, quoting as an example the re-

moval of a man's braces without his knowledge -"de-

bagging de luxe". In spite of his Union rules, he

gave a useful hint on techique: a slap om one part

of a person's anatomy, will make them forget what

the other hand is doing elsewhere. It seems that

all is fair in conjuring, also.However, the illusion

which most appealed to his audience was that of saw-
ing a woman in half; not only is lady a contortion-

ist but she and the box can be hired at a reasonable
rate.

After stressing the need for a steady stream of

witticisms to accompany the act, Prof. Saunders end-

ed his lecture with the exhortation: "Roll up and

join the ranks of the wizards, and under the spell

of a cat's whisker put an end to examination blues!"

In the carefully prepared demonstration which he was

reluctantly persuaded to give after the lecture ,he
performed two tricks: a very skilful piece of card

passing from the pocket of one gentleman to another,

and a thought-reading act with his secretary, Miss

Margaret Haley. (The implications of this are sha-

ttering). Naturally, everyone afterwards "knew how

it was done, old boy", but few managed ta agree; in
spite of his lecture everyone was looking at the wr-

ong thing at the wrong time .- No, not you, Margaret,

sit down!

JOYS OF SPRING

FELIX prints below an extract from 'A Mathemat-

ical Treatise on Vibrations in Railway Bridges’ by

C.E.Inglis, which is quoted in Timoshenko & Young -

‘advanced Dynamics'. I+ is rumoured that attend-

ance next term at lectures on railway bridges may

have to be restricted to bona-fide students of civ-

il engineering.

",..In this behaviour of the spring supported

mass, there is something almost human; it objects

to being rushed. If coaxed gently and not hurried

too much, it responds with perfect docility but ag
urged to bestir itself at more than its normal gait
it exhibits a mulish perversity of disposition.

Such movement as it makes under this compulsion is
always in a retrogade direction, and the more it is

rushed the less it condescends to move. On the

other hand if it is stimulated with its own natur-

al inborn frequency, it plays up with an exuberance

of spirit which may be very embarassing."

: MARCH OF TIME ,

The Dean of the City and Guilds College is anxious
to trace the stranger who walked into the Guilds

Mech. Lab. having mistaken it for the Science Mus-
eum. ‘After inspecting the machinery,he left, re-

marking:"They don't seem to have any modern stuff
here"! 1 he —


