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Still serving the Union
Hamish Common Alistair Cott

Phil Power Will Dugdale

Hamish used to be President of 
our Union (2000-2001) and even 
graced the pages of felix (ahem 
newspaper of the year ahem). 
A computing graduate he now 
chairs the Union Court providing 
invaluable advice to the Union. 
He either draws on his knowledge 
of C++ or his retraining as a crim-
inal barrister. felix can’t decide. 

Phil the Power as he is known af-
fectionately by many admirers 
in the SAC, was RCC Chair three 
years in a row from 2002-2005. 
He is the Membership Services 
Manager for the Union, and apart 
from looking after the mighty Un-
ion minibuses, he also helps clubs 
with everything that they could 
need. Without The Power, the Un-
ions’ clubs would crumble. 

Will Dugdale was editor of felix 
from 2001-2003 and brought back 
the felix cat logo. That’s right, the 
logo hasn’t existed for all eterni-
ty. Back then issues like network 
failure were less pressing than 
ensuring the printer in the felix 
office was well oiled. He’s now 
the Business Systems Consultant 
for the Union and amongst other 
things launched ‘Imperial 101’.

Ali Cott was a Deputy President 
Clubs and Societies last year and 
is now employed by the Union as 
a consultant. Unfortunately he, as 
yet, hasn’t been paid the order of 
several thousands in wages and 
as a result has been forced to live 
in the Union building. 

Hold in there Ali, the Union is 
sure to find money in the budget 
for your wages, sometime.

The Engineering and Physical Sciences 
Council announced late last week that 
it would inject £18 million to create 
five Centres for Doctoral Training at 
Imperial College. These are aimed at 
nurturing outstanding doctoral can-
didates as they work and do research 
with colleagues from a large number of 
fields, cultivating and fostering a spirit 
of intellectual and academic pursuit. 
This is different to most PhD student-
ships that are usually focused on re-
search that is not inter-disciplinary. 

This grant is part of the EPSRC’s 
£250 million announced by Lord Dray-
son, the Minister of State for Science 
and Innovation. This will fund not only 
the Imperial Centres but, another 39 at 
other institutions.

The Rector is pleased with the award 
and sees it as a way to further Impe-
rial’s mission to provide “excellent and 
exciting research training”. Three of 
these centres are to be run exclusively 
by Imperial College, while another two 
will be run jointly with the University of 
Manchester and Cranfield University, 

The three Imperial Centres will be 
led by the Department of Physics and 
will focus on plastic electronic materi-
als, materials theory and simulation as 
well as controlled quantum dynamics.   

The Plastic Electronics research will 
focus on developing the supercon-
ductors on which the entire electron-
ics industry is based. Professor Jenny 
Nelson of the Physics Department 
welcomes the development as the in-
dustry “badly needs a new injection of 
scientists”. The Centre for theory and 
simulation of materials will aim help 
scientists and researchers develop the 
skills and tools to understand how ma-
terials ranging from individual atoms 
to large-scale structures behave under 
certain extreme conditions. The UK 
currently produces no PhD graduates 
in this field and Professor Adrian Sut-
ton hopes this grant will remedy the 

Afonso Campos
News Correspondent

£18million injection for new 
PhD centres at Imperial

situation. This will be carried out at 
the Thomas Young Centre based in the 
Bessemer building. 

The new CDT in controlled quan-
tum dynamics will have at its main aim 
carrying out the research necessary to 
develop methods of controlling and 
manipulating atom-sized objects with 
an extremely high degree of accuracy. 
The implications of this will be seen 
very prominently in the fields of in-

formation processing and global com-
munications. Professor Martin Pleno 
sees this as “revolutionary” and a way 
to truly bring the field “into the 21st 
Century”. 

These new centres help bring the 
total at the College to six. The other 
CDT at Imperial is focused on Chemi-
cal Biology. Lord Drayson sees this in-
vestment as an opportunity to keep UK 
universities globally competitive. 

An Imperial researcher at work. 
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Students feel the pinch

What is being done about it?

I n the survey carried out by felix, 
two very simple questions were 
asked to determine the level of 
which students have felt affect-
ed. The first question was sim-

ply asking the students if they have felt 
affected where it was found that there 
was a fairly even split between those 
who did (48%) and those who didn’t 
(52%).

When looking at the results closer 
and examining each age group, a more 
interesting correlation was found. Just 
over 2/3 of the students who said that 
they didn’t feel affected were in their 
first and second year. Some might hy-
pothesize that this is due the fact that 
the students have only just started liv-
ing independently and have not been 
exposed to ‘the real world’ of bills and 
rent.

In an expected contrast, of the stu-
dents that did say they felt affected by 
the current economic climate, again 
just over 2/3 were in either their third 
or fourth year. These students have 
been living independently for several 
years now and have seen the change in 
food prices, bills as well as rent, with 
the increased rent being linked the in-
crease in house prices and the inability 
for first time buyers to purchase their 
own house. One fourth year maths 
student said that the highest cost they 
have seen rise over the past few years 
have been with bill. “I’ve noticed that 
my weekly shop has steadily been get-
ting more expensive and the bills in-
crease from year to year”, he told felix.

Ed Miliband, the new Energy Secre-
tary for Labour, told an audience at the 
Imperial College Energy Future Lab on 
Tuesday that “We have recently seen 
big falls in wholesale gas and electric-
ity prices, but I understand that be-
cause energy companies tend to buy 
in advance they won’t be passed on 

The credit crunch 
on a global scale

U nknown to many, the 
financial meltdown 
has been a long time 
coming. Although the 
widespread panic and 

dramatic decrease in confidence 
is a relatively new ordeal, the crux 
of the issue can be said to have be-
gan in 2001 with the bursting of the 
technology/dot com bubble and 
obviously, the traumatic events of 
September 11th. While the succes-
sion of events was not necessarily 
deemed to have such far-reaching 
effects, it happened hastily, covertly 
and mostly, outside the scrutiny of 
public eye.

After these events, the US decid-
ed to cut interest rates to levels not 
seen in a very long time, resulting 
in a higher than average demand for 
houses all across the country, obvi-
ously leading to an increase in the 
overall prices for houses. In hind-
sight, it would not be unfair to say 
that this particular moment defined 
the markets for the years that would 
come. Given the booming housing 
market, a lot of starry-eyed mortgage 
companies saw a supposed opportu-
nity to get their pie share’s worth and 
started a highly irresponsible lending 
frenzy. This included not perform-
ing the most basic of credit checks, 
lending to people with bad credit 
and on incomes that were too low to 
cover the repayments should inter-
ests increase on variable-rate mort-
gages. This is what is now known as 
the subprime market.

When inflation began to reach 
levels that worried the government, 
rates were hiked to 4% meaning that 
people who took out gargantuan 
loans suddenly found themselves 
unable to make monthly repayment 
and defaults shot through the roof, 
leaving many mortgage providers 
severely wounded due to their own 
irresponsibility and lack of regula-
tion. The result was a sharp decline 

Jovan Nedić tries to understand the impact, if any, the credit crisis has had on the students at Imperial. felix 
survey 160 students in an attempt to find out. Don’t worry, hopefully Christmas won’t be ruined this year.

immediately.”
“But they must be passed on as soon 

as possible.”
In his speech, Mr Miliband was criti-

cising the fact that energy companies 
will not be lowering their prices as 
they will be frozen, with one spokes-
man for Centrica, which has 16 million 
customers in the UK, saying that they 
“cannot now sell this gas at a loss... we 
will have to wait.”

In a recent survey carried out by 
Zebra Technologies, it suggested that 
roughly 54% of students felt that the 
current student discounts were not 
catering their current needs (felix is-
sue 1,410). A similar question was 
put forward to the students that took 
part in the felix survey, where an over-
whelming 93% of students said that 
they would prefer to see discounts on 
living essentials, such as groceries, 
than on luxury items such as clothes 
and music.

The British government, in an at-
tempt to ease the economy, decided to 
reduce the standard rate of VAT from 
17.5% to 15% as of 1st December 2008 
until 1st January 2010. VAT, or value 
added tax, is the tax added onto any 
item that is bought, with several differ-
ent levels of VAT, including zero rate 
VAT that is charged on food, books and 
newspapers. Only luxury food items 
such as chocolate and drinks, such as 
alcohol and fizzy drinks are taxed at 
the standard rate.

The Catering Department at Imperi-
al College, and Imperial College Union 
[ICU] have both released statements 
explaining the effect these changes will 
have on the goods that they sell. In a 
statement in last week’s issue of felix, 
ICU said that “The Union Shop and 
Newsagent have reduced their prices 
and although some of the marked up 
prices have not changed yet, the price 

in house prices at a time when con-
struction was at an all time high, 
creating a massive disparity in sup-
ply and demand. This meant that 
lenders had a tough time getting the 
amounts of the loan back by selling 
the repossessed house, hurting their 
financials further.

In order to lend money, mortgage 
providers repackaged their debt in 
complex financial products which 
they sold to supposedly responsible 
banks, ensuring the ratings agency 
gave these vehicles very high ratings, 
falsely deeming them suitable and 
a worthwhile investment. Because 
this debt was not to be paid back 
by the borrowers, the institutions 
that bought this collaterised debt 
were then faced with a problem of 
bad debt that needed to be written 
off their balance sheet substantially 
reducing their capital and hence 
the amount available for day-to-day 
lending to other banks (the money 
market), creating what we now know 
as the credit crunch.

Because of the money being hem-
orrhaged by banks, selling and short-
selling of their shares started hap-
pening en-masse ferociously driving 
their prices down. This led to one of 
the biggest problems in an economy: 
decrease of consumer confidence. 
Given the irresponsible lending of 
the past combined with less avail-
able capital, institutions are now un-
able to lend as much, resulting in a 
decrease in demand for houses fur-
ther driving the downward spiral of 
prices.

It would be foolish to say that only 
big financial corporations are af-
fected by these unfortunate events. 
Investment on the part of companies 
has taken a downturn and consumer 
spending has dramatically slowed 
down putting a lot of strain on the 
economy that is likely to lead to fur-
ther unemployment and even more 
losses in the financial markets.

Students are not immune to this 
crisis that is pointing more clearly 
each day to a global recession.

you will actually pay at the till has been 
reduced accordingly.”

“The Union Catering’s prices will not 
change as VAT is not applicable to our 
food sales.”

“The Union Bars’ prices will remain 
unchanged due to the rise in the duty 
on alcohol cancelling out any change 
in prices that may be passed on to the 
Union by our suppliers.”

In a similar statement sent to felix, 
the Catering Department said, “As 
you are aware selling prices have not 
changed since 1 December and a com-
plete analysis of the first week’s sales 
has been undertaken.” For some time 
now there has been a different pric-
ing structure in College, with students 
not paying VAT on some items and an 
agreement with HR Customs and Ex-
cise meant that they could only reclaim 
some rather than all of the VAT. The 
Catering Department went on to say 
that “For this reason on a transaction 
basis the implications of the VAT de-
crease are negligible (for example, 0.3p 
for a Mars Bar) and it is therefore inap-
propriate to adjust prices.”

They had calculated that, over the 
past week, figures show that the Col-
lege profited by maintaining the pub-
lished prices to the tune of £796 from 
staff transactions and £151 from stu-
dent transactions. Since the College 
Catering Department is “run for the 
benefit of the students and staff of the 
College on a not for profit basis” and 
as such they have decided to reduce 
the cost of dinners in the Senior Com-
mon Room [SCR] by 25p and have also 
decided to donate £2,000 to the 2009 
Summer Ball.

There are also plans from ICU to im-
prove the services offered in the bars, 
with the main plan being to revue the 
drinks that are on offer. These changes 
are likely to occur in the New Year.

The effect the crunch has 
had at Imperial

A new Imperial brand 
has started to appear 
over the whole cam-
pus, Taste Imperial. 
This new unified ca-

tering service on campus is there 
for the students and staff at Imperial 
and has taken control of all outlets, 
including vending machines. Many 
found this change a surprise to say 
the least as in some cases, all that 
was left on certain vending machines 
was a simple notice, as can be seen in 
the image on the right.

With the new unification on cam-
pus, which includes the removal of 
nine vending machines, the main 
fear from students was that there 
would be an increase in costs. This 
was the case and now there is a set 
price across campus. The College 
also reimbursed the departments 
that may have incurred any financial 
loss over the new unification. 

The main problem that remained 
was the increase in prices, with some 
items, such as coffee, doubling in 
price in certain departments. How-
ever it is not only the College that 
has been changing its prices. At the 
start of this year, as well as bringing 
in a whole new range of drinks, Im-
perial College Union [ICU] decided 
to increase their prices by 10% per 
pint. On the other hand, they have 
recently managed to create a Christ-
mas menu for less than £5 a head 

for three courses. This increase in the 
price of goods, as is the case in all retail 
outlets, is partly due to the state of the 
economy. 

As expected, the results of the sur-
vey showed that the first year students 
hadn’t even realised that there was a 
change in price, but when told about 
what they thought about the prices of 

items, they said that the prices “weren’t 
too bad” and that “chocolates and fizzy 
drinks are cheaper, if not the same at 
some other places.” This rather ex-
pected result could be explained by 
the sheer fact that this is their first year 
here so it is not possible to observe a 
change in the prices.

In contrast, the second year stu-
dents that were surveyed did realise 
that there was a difference in prices, 
with approximately 2/3 of students 
asked thinking that the increase in 
prices were not good. The proportion 
of students having negative feelings to-
wards the change increase in the third 

and fourth years as students had been 
around for longer.

Many of the older students had 
some string views about the increase 
in prices across the campus. One 3rd 
year Biology student told felix that she 
felt that “the increase in prices was not 
warranted as there was not an equal 
increase in quality.” Another 3rd year 
student, from the Materials depart-
ment, said that there was simply “no 
need!” He then followed on by saying 
that “the Sandwich Shop has barely 
put up its prices and they are the main 
competitors.”

Paddy Jackman, Director of Com-
mercial Services at Imperial College, 
when hearing of the results, told fe-
lix that “these were the first rises in 
2 years, indeed some prices were re-
duced at the beginning of the 2007-08 
academic year, and reflected the sharp 
increases seen in the price of the vast 
majority of food products in the early 
part of 2008. The Commercial Services 
department recognises the constraints 
that the vast majority of students have 
on their budgets and seeks to provide a 
service to students and staff that mere-
ly covers its costs.” 

“We competitively shop against 
other universities and the high street 
on a constant basis to ensure that we 
provide a value for money service and 
our surveys indicate that we compare 
favourably against other academic in-
stitutions. We do try to offer additional 

“74% of 2nd, 
3rd & 4th year 
students thought 
the prices changes 
were bad” 

value through ‘meal deals’ and by 
closely liaising with suppliers to ensure 
that we get the benefit of any promo-
tions they are running.”

Clearly the effects of the crunch have 
reached our own student shores, and 

although many students are unhappy 
about the change in prices, it seems, 
at least for now, there is not much 
that can be done to alleviate the ap-
parent burden that the students cur-
rently feel students.

Employment possibilities

T he current state of the 
economy has also meant 
that many jobs are at risk, 
especially in the financial 
sector. In the past year 

1.9 million jobs have been lost in the 
US alone and the number is expected 
to rise. Over the past couple of years, 
the majority of Imperial graduates 
have gone into the banking and finan-
cial sector, closely followed by ‘other 
business activities’ as stated on the 
College’s Careers website. More tradi-
tional employment opportunities for 
Imperial graduates, such as engineer-
ing, science and mining, have slowly 
seen a drop off in numbers. 

These jobs now appear to be more 
secure, with a recent survey by Mon-
ster.com suggesting that “the work-

ers most in demand, even in a down 
economy are those who excel in the 
logical and mathematical skills.” To 
mirror the expected decline in jobs 
in the financial sector, RBS told The 
Edinburgh Journal that “as a result of 
the current climate, we will be taking 
on fewer graduates in 2009.” In con-
trast to the statement made by RBS, 
a HSBC spokesman said that: “In the 
retail and commercial banking, our 
strategy in recruiting graduates is to 
take into account our expected middle 
management and senior management 
vacancies six to eight years after the 
graduate completes their development 

programme.”
felix has been made aware that there 

are several recent Imperial graduates 
who have been affected directly by the 
credit crunch, with many being made 
redundant after just 5 months of work. 
To make matters worse for graduates, 
the Student Loans Company has de-
cided to change its rate of interest from 
2.4% to 4.8% and is currently set at 3%, 
meaning students will have more to 
pay off.

In the survey carried out by felix, 
we asked the students if they were 
worried about employment after they 
finish their degree. Rather unsurpris-
ingly, 95% of first and second years 
students said that they were not wor-
ried, with the main reason being that 
they felt the economy would stabilise 
by the time they finish. The results 
from the third and fourth year students 
showed a mixed bag of results. Of the 
80 students asked between the two 
year groups, 69% said they were wor-
ried about the job, with the majority 
of them initially looking for jobs in the 
financial sector. Of the students who 
were not worried, the main reason fi-
nal year students gave (this includes 
those on a three year course) was that 
they had already secured a job with the 
majority going to work in the science 
and engineering sector. 16% of third 
and fourth year students also said that 
they will be carrying on their studies in 
the hope to weather the storm.

The fact is that there are still jobs 
available for graduates although these 
might not be in the financial sector. 
And those who have worked in the fi-
nance sector have found other oppor-
tunities available to them. Below are 
some case studies.

CASE STUDY 1
Degree: 1st Materials 2004
Job: Consultant at Accenture
Outcome: Took voluntary redundancy 
and has used the money to travel for a 
few months before starting a new job 
in America.

CASE STUDY 2
Degree: 2.1 Chemistry 2005
Job: BarCap Investment Banking
Outcome: Converted to teaching science 
after working in The City for 3 years

CASE STUDY 3
Degree: 2.1 Mech Eng 2008
Job: Dresdner 
Outcome: Position up for review with 
the most likely outcome being redun-
dancy. Looking for alternative employ-
ment or further education.

CASE STUDY 4
Degree: 2.1 Civil Engineering 2006
Job: Structural Engineer at WSP Can-
tor Seinuk
Outcome: Job Secure

CASE STUDY 5
Degree: 2.1 Aeronautics 2008
Job: Engineering Consultant at Arup
Outcome: Job Secure 

CASE STUDY 6
Degree: 2.2 Physics 2008
Job: None
Outcome: Still looking

“1.9 million jobs 
have been lost in 
the US alone” 

IAN GILLETT

Students enjoying themselves at last years Summer Ball

Some City bankers have decided to convert to teaching over the past few years
Written by Afonso Campos
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Happy Birthday felix!
Alice Rowlands

News Correspondent
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The world beyond 
college walls

Riots have hit Greece for several consecutive days as police clashed with pro-
testers in Athens, Thessaloniki, Patras and other major cities. Shops were 
set alight and groups of students threw rocks and petrol bombs as the po-
lice responded with tear gas in what is the country’s worst street fighting in 
decades. 

The riots were triggered by the shooting of 15 year old Alexandros Grigo-
ropoulos by a police officer. In addition, a one-day general strike –which was 
planned before the shooting by trade unions - added to the current strain 
between the Greek state and society. 

Greece has seen several one-day strikes during the year in protest against 
the government’s economic reforms in the midst of a worsening economy, 
and the striking workers have demand Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis’ 
government be replaced. The government’s call for calm has largely been 
ignored and many fear the violence could last for days.

Greece: Riots after shooting of 15 year 
old continue in major cities

Pakistan: Believed masterminds 
behind Mumbai attacks captured
Pakistani police are questioning two militants captured in a raid, who are 
suspected of being the masterminds behind the recent attacks in Mumbai. 

Witnesses reported seeing Pakistani military helicopters and troops ap-
proach a camp in Pakistani-controlled Kashmir, before explosions were 
heard. Pakistan has been under intense pressure from India to act against 
militants on its side of the border after the Mumbai attacks which left at least 
170 people dead. 

About a dozen people are being held after several similar raids in the past 
week, and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Yousuf 
Raza Gilani said the 
arrests showed that Pa-
kistan was doing all it 
could to track down the 
attackers. Indian police 
are also investigating 
links to home-grown 
terrorism in their hunt 
to find those responsi-
ble for the attack.

Edited by Hassan Joudi

Yes that’s right, felix is one year older 
and has reached the ripe old age of 59. 
The very first issue of felix was printed 
on the 9th December 1949. Back in the 
olden days, felix was produced on a 
typewriter; unconfirmed reports sug-
gest that even without the help of a 
word processor and spell-checker, the 
number of spelling and grammar mis-
takes were lower than in felix of recent 
years. 

Ten years later, felix was edited by R.F 
Kerrod, who had three typists (Sheila, 
Liz and Carol) at his disposal! In their 
Christmas issue felix reported on a 
dance held in celebration of the ninth 
birthday of felix himself as well as res-
cuing the RCSU mascot ‘Theta’ from 
some pesky Guildsmen. Said Guilds-
men submerged Theta in the Round 
Pond in Kensington Gardens as part 
of one of their ‘experiments’ leaving 
a ‘gallant’ postgrad scientist to rescue 
his beloved Theta, while chest deep 
in an icy cesspool, sorry, pond. Also 
in the paper, is a copy of correspond-
ence between the Rector and Donald 
Campbell, congratulating him on his 
successful water-speed record. Mr 
Campbell responded, thanking college 
for their support for his project. 

By 1978 (no, we don’t know what 
happened to the sixties either!) fe-
lix was a weekly newspaper, in their 
Christmas issue, front-page news was 
the ‘vandalism’ of the two lions at the 

foot of the Queen’s Tower. Both were 
painted bright red in the early hours of 
the morning! It was thought the perpe-
trators were members of another col-
lege, acting in retaliation for a mascot 
raid by IC students. 

In 1988, felix reported on plans by 
Imperial College Union to lobby par-
liament over plans to introduce ‘top 
up loans’ for students while reducing 
grants. The lobby was widely support-
ed by college, with most departments 
cancelling lectures for the day, and we 

thought Imperial students had always 
been apathetic! 

In 1998 felix was edited by Ed Sex-
ton, who reported on a spate of thefts 
from campus as well as health centre 
cut-backs. While the inside pages dis-
cussed a police raid of a Club and “no-
torious drug den” on Denmark Place. 
Police abseiled in from the roof and ac-
cording to on King’s student, the police 
told them to “get down on the f*cking 
floor”! While he described how “many 
of us just  

The original felix enjoying the company of the more recent editions
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Comment

Jovan Nedić
Editor in Chief

Y es, yes, yes, it’s Christmas. 
That time of year when, for 
some reason, people seem 
to act like complete buf-
foons and fail to remember 

the proper reason for the holiday. Don’t 
worry, this isn’t a rant on religion. Well, 
it is to some extent, but it’s more of a 
rant on the way people behave.

A long time ago, some 2009 years ago 
to be precise, a miracle happened in a 
manger. For several hundreds of years, 
this time of year was a celebration 
of that miracle, despite the fact that 
it more than likely happened in the 
spring sometime, but again, let’s not 
deviate. So Christmas, for centuries 
and even still today is a celebration and 
a time for friends and family to get to-
gether. How this time is spent together 
however, has changed dramatically.

Take this little family we have right 
here on these two pages. Without a 
doubt, these three columnists are, in a 
very strange and slightly obscure way, 
my family. You have the two children 
who just won’t stop bickering at each 
other, yet at the same time you don’t 
want to stop them bickering because 
you find them highly entertaining. 
Then you’ve got the more mature, yet 
still younger than myself, brother who 
keeps to himself and comments every 
now and then on how badly the kids 
are behaving. You agree, but again, you 
just can’t help it as it’s just too fun.

So this little Christmas dinner we 

have on these two pages is as dys-
functional as many other ‘Christmas 
Dinners’. Maybe it’s just me and my 
upbringing (in case you haven’t fig-
ured this out yet, I’m Serbian!) where 
Christmas dinner meant sitting with 
the family and enjoying a nice meal. 
Then again maybe it is just all the hype 
that these holidays seem to get over 
the television and in films, although 
for some reason, it aggravates me that 
so many people simply call any dinner 
they have at this time of year a Christ-
mas dinner, and then proceed to get 
a little bit too merry, with the whole 
evening descending into chaos.

Some of you out there might think 
that I am being a bit of a hypocrite as 
I have organised several dinners at this 
time of year where the evening has de-
scended into a bit of a mess. But that’s 
not the point I want you take away 
here. Let’s try and not use this time 
as an extra reason to get that little bit 
more drunk than we normally do, or 
if you are, let’s not call it a Christmas 
Dinner, maybe just call it a Winter Din-
ner so that we can keep those PC peo-
ple very happy.

But what do I care, my Christmas 
isn’t until January so this is just an-
other month for me enjoying endless 
films and TV shows. So for now, Merry 
Christmas everyone, and I’ll see you all 
in the new year as felix enters its 60th 
year. Wow, that cat looks good for its 
age.

So this is 
Christmas?

Imperial Girl: Don’t send the 
wrong message with perfume

And I’ll look down and whisper, “No”

T he Christmas season is 
here and with it comes the 
sometimes  pointless buy-
ing of gifts. Among these 
gifts is bound be  choco-

lates, jewellery and almost certainly 
perfume. These are arguably the  easi-
est of gifts to buy for a girl. Likewise 
guys might expect to receive a  scarf, 
cuff-links and aftershave.

I like to steer away from chocolates, 
as this is not a Christmas gift but an 
extra 2-3 hours in the gym. Jewellery 
is nice but I honestly tend to find  even 
the people that know me the best get 
my jewellery taste wrong. It seems  that 
people tend to buy the jewellery they 
find attractive for someone else,  rather 
than the jewellery the recipient would 
actually find attractive.  Finally there is 
the perfume which is more than likely 
to be brought for a girl by a guy.

Now this is something of intrigue. 
Scientific tests show that we are  at-
tracted to our mates via their natural 
scent. A perfume is often used as  an 
artificial scent to impersonate what 
the user deems as more attractive.  My 
attraction to a guy has been increased 
ten-fold if he smells good. And  it’s not 
just that it smells good, it’s that this 
particular perfume attracts me. I  know 
it, every time I smell it. And every 
time I smell it, I know that  however 
I felt about the guy before I smelt it, I 
feel closer to him  afterwards – even 
though I still don’t know the name of 
it.

I think it’s the same for guys with girls. 
A girl often becomes more  attractive 

when she’s not just wearing a nice per-
fume but the “right” perfume.  So this 
brings me back to the original point. 
When a guy buys a girl a  perfume is 
he trying to say this is what I want my 
girlfriend to smell like,  or is it he just 
picking anything up that he thinks is 
popular? If a girl  buys a girl perfume 
as a friend, is it recommended that she 
uses that scent  because it has been 
picked by someone who isn’t trying to 
attract the girl  as partner?

One can often find small versions of 
perfumes in a selection pack. Is that  re-
ally helpful? Or have they blended the 
selection such that all the perfumes  in 
the selection carry at least a few of the 
same base notes as each other.  Or it 
is just a set of the most popular ones 
together hence  throwing the end user 
into a frenzy of confusing scents?

I guess we should take heed this 
Christmas when receiving or buying 
perfume  as a gift. We should under-
stand what message we are literally 
giving off  when we use the power of 
the perfume. I urge you to watch the 
film Perfume  if you haven’t already, it 
will surely inspire you to learn more 
about its  importance in modern his-
tory to supplement the knowledge we 
already have on  ancient history; such 
as perfumes and the Egyptians.

More importantly, if you get in 
right you might be more successful in 
your  relationships!

Merry Christmas everyone... and see 
you in the New Year. Keep me posted 
–  imperialgirl@imperial.ac.uk – over 
and out! x

“We should 
take heed this 
Christmas 
when buying 
perfume  as a 
gift”

T he definitive spoken ver-
sion of the quote I’ve 
mangled above is spoken 
by Leonard Nimoy, and 
comes from the acclaimed 

videogame Civilisation IV. It’s origi-
nally one of those lost-in-translation 
French pieces, spoken by Louis The 
Somethingorother, explaining that he 
WAS the nation of France. It’s spoken 
with such arrogance and simplicity that 
you get a feeling for what’s being said. 
Am I an arrogant twat to use this title? 
Of course I am. What did you expect.

You know, I was offered the chance 
to face-off IG this week in a one-page 
showdown, fancy layout and all. I de-

clined. I declined because there was 
nothing I found noteworthy in her arti-
cle last week – adoption is pretty okay, 
all said – and the drivel that preceded it 
made so little sense that fanning a tiny 
ember into a fire of argument seemed 
too much effort. But I did consider the 
drivel itself. Because the strange thing 
about it was, she hardly ever men-
tioned me.

Remember the criticisms she had 
of my violent tone? I never said those 
things. It was the women I spoke to, 
the women who emailed me who had 
read her columns previously and were 
disgusted and angry. Remember her 
dislike of my Wikipedia piece? I have 
no Wikipedia piece. Instead it was 
the inventive and hardworking felix 
contributor Gilead who had written 
that; though I have to say that I’m as 
offended by her insulting of his work 
as I would have been had she actually 
gotten her facts right. I found it amus-
ing that she had confused me with so 
many groups of people. But, on reflec-
tion, maybe she was right.

Maybe she was right, because there 
are a lot of downtrodden and ignored 
groups of people at Imperial. A lot of 
people who have to put up with being 
swept under a rug, buried beneath lay-
er upon layer of festering, fermented 
bullshit, dried in the heat of a thousand 

burning egos. A lot of people who were 
promised freedom from stereotypes 
and social standards at university, only 
to find that the standards had followed 
them along, this time gilded with a thin 
veneer of intellectual superiority. A lot 
of people who are tired of being used as 
easy targets – easy targets for mindless 
arseholes in need of a quick ego boost, 
easy targets for passive-aggressive so-
cialites looking for more worshippers, 
easy targets for pseudo-rebels who 
want to claim they speak for all wom-
en, when most women want to be seen 
as individuals rather than comrades-
in-arms in some grand nouveau sexual 
revolution.

And I thought about these people a 
bit more. I thought about how most of 
them probably feel quite disconnected. 
They might have a few friends they can 
rely on, but most of them are broken 
up, kept apart from others out of the 
simple fact that they are all so individ-
ual. Foreign students who are maligned 
because people make assumptions 
about their accents. People with per-
sonal principles who are shunned be-
cause they won’t spend weekends look-
ing for a quick fuck and a cheap high. 
The enthusiastic people who slave long 
into the nights to produce this paper, 
only to hear it being shat on by every 
“I-could-do-better” dickhead showing 

Angry Geek dit, “Je suis Imperial”

“I’m happy 
to represent 
Imperial’s other 
side: I will be 
angry for them”

off to his friends in the JCR.
Fact is, it’s time these people started 

making some noise. It’s time these 
people decided that University doesn’t 
have to be another four years of quiet 
endurance. It’s time these people start-
ed to get Angry. Because you’re right, 
Emo Girl. There isn’t enough diver-
sity in this paper. There are too many 
voices chirruping the tired ideas of the 
student stereotype. Too many “aren’t I 
right, girls?” and “know what I mean, 
fellas?” But until these people get An-
gry, I will be Angry for them. If Impe-
rial Girl wants to make me the stand-
ard bearer of the ignored, the tired, the 
lonely and the underappreciated, then 
that’s fine. I’m more than happy to rep-
resent Imperial’s other side.

You know, because Imperial Girl 
barely mentioned anything I had done 
in last week’s comment, I found myself 
taking offence at the illustration and 
caption, showing a boxer beaten to the 
floor. In reality, she’d danced around 
me, spitting and swearing at the crowd 
but never making a move on me. But 
if a fighter is needed, and no-one else 
will step forward, then believe me - I’ll 
knock my fists together, take a swig 
from the water bottle, and take any 
blows coming. But I won’t be floored.

Compliments of the season. I’ll see 
you all in a few weeks for Round Two.

Gilead Amit offers a vignette from daily life. Why not?

W e should have a 
board game of some 
kind in the flat”, my 
flatmate said to me 
the other day.

“Mmm.” I seem to remember 
replying.

“I mean, something to play when we 
have guests. You know, a quiet evening 
in.”   

“Uh-huh”, said I, extemporizing; “I 
saw a game of Anti-Monopoly in a 
shop window round the corner – ‘the 
game for the 21st Century’, it said.”

“Shouldn’t that be Financial Risk?”
“Yeuch” I smiled appreciative-

ly. I turned to the next page in my 
textbook.

“How about a good game of Rum-
mikub?” he suggested.

“Why the hell not,” I said. “You’re 
only young once.”

Later on in the week, I walked 
through the door of our apartment to 
see a large white bag marked ‘Ham-
ley’s’ hanging off the back of a chair.

“What’s in the bag?” I asked, the fa-
miliar sounds of Mario getting his den-
im overalls handed to him on a platter 
floated through from the Wii station.

“Bag. What is?” I raise my voice as I 
hang up my coat.

“This,” it was revealed to me with a 
dramatic flourish, “is the finest game 
of Rummikub available at Hamley’s.” 
The comforting blue box was pulled 
out on to the table, the multicoloured 
numbers grinning at us from the sides 
of the container.

“Awesome,” I think I said. It may have 
been “brilliant”. I somehow doubt I 
went for either ‘cool’ or ‘nifty’ but the 
excitement of the moment may have 
gotten to me.

“We should play a game at some 
point,” the beep-beep-beep-bip-bip-
beep resumed from down the hall.

“Well”, said I, producing my girlfriend 
from beneath the mountain of clothes 
December saw fit to lay on our shoul-
ders. “We could play a game now”.

A range of distinct sounds of approv-
al came from both prospective Rum-
mikubists. Mario excused himself and 
retired with dignity.

“Have you played Rummikub be-
fore?” asked my flatmate.

“I love it. I used to play it all the time 
with my family.” My flatmate and I 
exchange a barely perceptible nod of 
approval.

We sit down at the table and within 
the half hour have managed to remove 
the cellophane wrapping.

“You know,” I remark, putting the 
Stanley knife away, “not since the Tar-
dis has a blue box proved that difficult 
to open.”

“Are you comparing a multiplayer, 
tile-based board game to intergalactic 
travel by the side of the Doctor?” asked 
my flatmate.

“Yes.”
He snorts involuntarily. “I like your 

style.” Our third wheel was start-
ing to look bemused and not a little 
embarrassed.

“Right,” said the f.m, opening the 
box. “Let’s get started.” He threw him-
self among the small brown flaps that 
are somehow meant to support the 
number stands. “You try,” he says petu-
lantly after a while, throwing a tangled 
skein of brown plastic in my direction. 
Snap. 

No, I didn’t say it. No-one said it. It 
falls in the same classification as the 
Mario theme tune above (yes, that’s 

what it was supposed to be). You see 
the absence of quotation marks? That’s 
a stage direction. Important ambient 
noise intended to lend artistic verisi-
militude to an otherwise bald and un-
convincing narrative. All right?

Snap. Snap. “There you go.” Snap. 
Snap. Snap.

“We’re only three”, remarks my sig-
nificant other.

“I got a little carried away.”
 My flatmate had by this point sunk 

his teeth into the bag containing the 
numbered pieces and sprayed them 
across the table in a random act of sav-
agery. “Sorry”, he chuckled, his mouth 
still full of erstwhile airtight plastic.

The three of us turn the pieces over 
on the tabletop and move them round 
in broad, sweeping movements so 
as to shuffle them properly. In case 
you haven’t tried it before, it’s diffi-
cult to have three people make broad, 
sweeping movements over one small 
tabletop.

“Sorry” I say again, after having 
fetched the antiseptic cream and the 
elastaplast.

“It’s all right,” she assures me with her 
remaining good eye. “Let’s start play-
ing already”.

As I ease back into the twenty centi-
metres of space left for me between the 
table and the wall, my flatmate is fin-
ishing what seems to me to be a mini-
ature replica of the Taj Mahal made out 
of tiles.

“Very attractive, I’m sure, but is this 
really the time for scale modelling?”

He raises his eye from the plane of 
the table and gets up off one knee. “It 
is time.” He pauses to let the theme 
music swell in his imagination: “Time 
you learned how my family plays Rum-

mikub.” My girlfriend and I exchange 
glances.

“In the tile bank”, he says, pointing 
at his diminutive model of the White 
House, “are 105 of the 106 tiles, divid-
ed into fifteen piles of seven. We each 
take fourteen tiles, which is to say two 
piles of seven, and leave the one tile 
left over on top as the joker. This tile 
cannot be used in normal play but can 
be added to your hand if you need it 
in order to complete your final move. 
A move consists either of tiles of dif-
ferent colours with the same face value 
or three or more same-coloured tiles 
arranged sequentially from one to thir-
teen. Your first move must total more 
than thirty, in whatever combination 
or set of combinations you have on 
your stand. You may interfere with the 
tiles on the field of play only after hav-
ing made the first move. A blank tile, 
once played, is locked in place and can 
only be substituted for the numbered 
tile it corresponds to. The other joker...
Gili, where’s the other joker?”

I hand him the two halves of the 
tile in question, having unintention-
ally snapped it halfway through the 
monologue.

“It fell.”
“All right, well, never mind. We’ll just 

have to do without it.”
“Who goes first?” As the baby in the 

room, I and my two piles of seven have 
the honour of beginning the game. I 
fiddle around for a few minutes on my 
highly unstable tile-stand. “Well?”

“Hold on, hold on,” I say with my 
tongue sticking out in concentra-
tion. On closer reflection, it probably 
sounded more like “Harnghd arghth”. 
I triumphantly seize a handful of tiles 
and decisively lay them out on the glass 
surface. “There. 11, 12, 13, 1 and 2. All 
blue.” I raise my head for the praise 
and adulation I feel I deserve. The two 
look at me disgustedly, as though I was 
something that had just climbed out of 
the primordial ooze and onto the soles 
of their shoes. “What?” I ask. A hand 
descends and firmly hands me back the 
1 and the 2.

“No. That’s not how it works” says 
my flatmate, who looks pityingly at my 
girlfriend. She edges her seat a few cen-
timetres further away. I bite through a 
green eight in frustration.

“Take three more tiles,” she says to 
me, prompting me to reach for the 
pristine model village.

“What do you think you’re doing?” 
my flatmate loudly enquires as he slaps 
my hand.

“I was just filling up my stand.”
“Oh no. No reloading. This isn’t 

Scrabble. You play, you get through 
your tiles, you win. Simple.” My girl-
friend breaks a nail squeezing the arm-
rest of her chair as white smoke starts 
rising from my ears.

“Sure” she says through clenched 
teeth. “Makes more sense. You get a 
more interesting game that way.” She 
flashes a smile in my direction that sets 
my hair on fire.

“That’s the way we always play it” 
says my flatmate. “But if you want, I 
could look through the rulebook...” He 
makes a polite lunge in the direction 
of the rulebook that almost sends him 
flying out of his chair.

“Oh no, it’s no bother,” we mumble in 
unison. “That sounds good.”

Three silent rounds later, my girl-
friend performs a brilliant tactical ma-
noeuvre, getting rid of most of her tiles 
and using the remaining blank tile in 
the process.

“Ahem” My flatmate pulls his family 
doctor eyes. “I’m so sorry.” He regret-
fully informs her of the illegality of 
moving a blank tile without perform-
ing an appropriate substitution first.

Three unprintable lines later, he too 
has learned to compromise.

The game continues in silence, each 
of us filled with resentment over play-
ing a game none of us recognizes any-
more. The overly formal ‘your turn’s 
and ‘I’m done, thanks’s cut the silence 
like icicles. 

A temptation to send the whole game 
flying onto the carpet overwhelms me,  
but is diminished when I suddenly re-
alize I can clear my entire board in one 
move.

As congratulations fly in my direc-
tion, my flatmate asks:

“So? Isn’t this a better way to play 
Rummikub?”

I adjust my position on the newly-
won laurels. 

“Yeah,” I say. “It’s not that bad.”
“Welcome to the family.” For some 

reason, I feel dirty.

“The game continues in silence, 
each of us filled with resentment 
over playing a game none of us 
recognise anymore. The formal 
‘your turn’s and ‘I’m done, thanks’s 
cut the silence like icicles”

One Rummikub player clearly couldn’t take the pressure (or the pain). Just for the record, violently ending board games when you’re losing is acceptable and to be applauded



Part of 5 
Live’s ex-
cellent ‘up 
all night’ 
pro-
gramme 
(which 
also in-
cludes Dr. 
Karl and 

the Naked Scientist, reviewed in pre-
vious Podviews), Pods and Blogs is no 
ordinary techie love-in. In just 25 min-
utes they manage to squeeze in guests 
from Global Voices – a blog that cov-
ers issues as diverse as the elections in 
Venezuela, the boozing king of Saudi 
Arabia and China’s corrupt Google – 
the Blip Festival, a music festival with 
a twist – the music is all made using 
video game noises – and Amplified 
’08, which aims to bring together crea-
tive meedja-types from all over the 
UK. Good presenting, if a little a little 
fuddy-duddy (one feature on the hab-
its of “young people” on the net made 
me cringe), but if the overall message 
is anything to go by, the geek shall in-
herit the earth.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/podcasts/pods/
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Podview
Catherine Luckin
Science Reporter

You can 
always tell 
an Ameri-
can pod-
cast, right 
from the 
naff in-
tro music 
and corny 

advertising slogans. And everyone 
sounds like they’re trying to get a job 
as the next Hollywood-blockbuster-
trailer-guy. Sadly, This Week in Tech-
nology doesn’t live up to its arch title. 
Instead it’s more TWiT by name, twit 
by nature. I could only hack one (hour-
plus) episode, a seemingly never-end-
ing discussion about Wi-Fi on planes 
together with plugs for Virgin Atlan-
tic (ok, we get it; you’re DESPERATE 
for money) and discussions on the 
merits of mile-high porn downloads. 
Hmm, when your mother said ‘get out 
more’...
http://thisweekintech.com/twit

Felix Whitton reviews technology ‘casts

Scientists in Japan have discovered 
that a chemical found in garlic could 
offer a new, injection free treatment 
for diabetics.  Research to be published 
in January found that the compound 
lowered blood sugar levels in diabetic 
mice when given as a tablet.

One in twenty five people in the UK 
suffer from diabetes and incidence is 
increasing worldwide.  Patients with 
type 1 diabetes, which usually begins 
during childhood, can currently only 
be treated by regular injections.  Those 
with type 2, or adult-onset, diabetes 
control the condition by altering their 
diet or with drugs.  This new research 
opens the door to the possibility of an 
oral treatment for both types, leading 
to an injection free therapy for type 1 
patients, a welcome prospect.

The study used a vanadium com-
pound isolated from garlic and is to 
be published in the Royal Society of 
Chemistry journal, Metallomics.  It 
builds on previous findings where in-
jection of the chemical into mice with 
type 1 or 2 diabetes lowered blood 
sugar levels and this was maintained 

Garlic breath for good health

Duncan Casey
Science  Correspondent

Cleanliness is connected to the sever-
ity of moral judgements, according to 
research published in the journal Psy-
chological Science.

The study, carried out on univer-
sity students, exposed half of a group 
to clean-related words, like ‘pure’ and 
‘immaculate’, and the other half to neu-
tral words.  Another group watched 
a ‘disgusting’ film clip, half of whom 
then washed their hands.  All partici-
pants then rated the severity of moral 
dilemmas, such as killing a termi-
nally ill plane crash survivor to avoid 
starvation. 

In both experiments, those subjected 
to the idea of cleanliness exercised less 
severe moral judgement than those 
who were not.

Lead researcher Simone Schnall 
explains, ‘When we exercise moral 
judgement we believe we are making 
a conscious, rational decision, but we 
are subconsciously influenced by how 
clean or ‘pure’ we feel’.

She believes a jury’s decision, or a po-
litical election, would be influenced by 
jurors and voters washing their hands.

‘ummm….my battery ran out’ might be 
an excuse of the past thanks to scien-
tists from the Texas A&M University, 
who think they’ve found a way for mo-
bile phones to charge themselves.

Sound waves created by the owner 
could be harnessed and converted to 
energy to run the device, using ‘piezo-
electrics’ which are materials that gen-
erate voltage when stress is applied.  
Sound waves might cause enough 
stress to create voltage in a very small 
piece of piezoelectric material. 

Piezoelectrics are already commonly 
used: car cigarette lighters push down 
on a piezoelectric crystal that creates 
enough voltage to spark and ignite gas.  
Some nightclubs have dancefloors con-
structed with piezoelectric materials, 
which absorb energy from footsteps.

A plague of cane toads has swept Aus-
tralia since they were introduced in 
1935 to control native cane beetles.  
Now one Australian scientist has seen 
light at the end of the toad-spattered 
tunnel as he believes interbreeding 
amongst the biggest toads is causing 
serious health defects.

Rick Shine from Sydney University 
has observed that the toads are be-
coming bigger and faster, so produc-
ing babies with longer backs and legs. 
Consequently they have developed 
arthritis and bad backs, slowing their 
destructive march. 

Cane toads have been causing a 
problem for Australia’s wildlife as their 
skin is poisonous and they deplete food 
supplies for other animals.  They have 
caused a dramatic decline in numbers 
of native snakes, lizards and some 
small mammals.

SciNews in brief

Wash hands of moral dilemmas Self-charging cell phoneBad back stops cane toads’ hop

Science-worthy 
Superheroes

Chemedian is a new super-girl on the 
block. This funny superhero is here to 
teach primary school kids chemistry 
through various mischievous deeds of 
changing the chemical properties of 
materials. She comes from another di-
mension and has magical powers that 
allow her to “control and modify scien-
tific properties at will”. She uses these 
powers to make readers think about 
science and how it affects our daily 
lives. Only recently developed by re-
searchers at the University of the West 
of England the Chemedian is set to 
become the next generation’s favourite 
science superhero. 

Like Popeye the sailor man, Banana-
man is otherwise an ordinary chap who 
gets his super power after consuming a 
healthy food item. Spinach works for 
Popeye, but bananas do it for Banana-
man. In this way, he embodies every 
mum’s advice to their kids: “eat your 
fruit, it will make you grow bigger”. He 
is also in line with the modern “five a 
day” policy, promoting fruit eating as 
a scientifically proven good habit that 
will make your body stronger, although 

we rarely actually see him eat more 
than one banana.   

Captain Planet is a superhero that 
breaks out of the Planet itself when 
combined powers of wind, water, fire, 
earth and love call upon him, he is 
every bit as green and ecological as the 
21st century needs him to be. Instead 
of burning fossil fuels for his transport, 
the way Batman does in his Bat-Mobil, 
for example, Captain Planet works on 
solar power: the circular planet sign 
on his chest receives sun rays and gives 
him energy to save the planet from 
a variety of potential, man-induced 
catastrophes.  

Felix presents you the health-aware and 
environment-friendly superheroes

in type 2 mice when it was given 
orally.  This new research confirms 
that this is also the case for mice with 
type 1 diabetes and reveals that the 
chemical works by increasing glucose 
absorption.

The hope of injection-free treatment 
for type 1 diabetes is becoming more 
realistic.  Other research has suggest-

Us sciencey types get a bad press.  
Open a national newspaper (try the 
Daily Mail, if you’re feeling particu-
larly masochistic) on any given day 
and you can expect a host of head-
lines: “Are your trousers giving you 
cancer?”; “WiFi radiation to destroy 
the Earth” – you know the story.  I nor-
mally assume nowadays that anything 
in inverted commas in a newspaper is 
flagrant bull****.  Still, the fight-back is 
underway: Sense About Science is an 
organisation that was set up to pro-
mote ‘good’ science and respect for 
evidence in public discussions in the 
aftermath of the MMR, BSE and GM 
controversies, thus giving journalists a 
lot fewer excuses to fall for the pseu-
doscientific stuff in a lot of marketing 
press releases.

Their latest offering, Making Sense 
of Radiation, seeks to demystify the 
bogeyman that radiation’s became 
since the invention of the atom bomb 
60-odd years ago.  Ranging from ra-
diotherapy to the recent and utterly 

ed the possibility of using pigs to grow 
the pancreas cells that no longer work 
in the condition, and then transferring 
them into humans to replace the dam-
aged cells.

Although these treatments are some 
way off, diabetes research is heading 
closer to liberating patients from the 
daily injections they currently face.

Yes, the 
people that 
brought you 
Stuff maga-
zine have 
branched out 
... into an 
equally awful 
podcast. Ex-
cept without 

the nice pictures of semi-naked women 
to wank over. I’m still befuddled as to 
why the kind of person that buys Stuff 
won’t just bite the bullet and go for a 
proper lads’ mag. Perhaps it’s because 
they’re just like the sad types that 
present the Stuff podcast; never quite 

This Week in Technology

BBC  5 Live Pods and Blogs

Stuff.tv podcast

laddish enough for the football team 
(oi-oi!), but a strange air of wistfulness 
comes over them whenever they walk 
past a Currys. Do it, son, it is your 
Destiny ... go towards the LG Prada 
phone and talk about its sexy curves; 
have an argument about what consti-
tutes a ‘tablet’ (I still don’t know); try 
too hard in front of the female pre-
senters. Whatever you do, don’t make 
your podcast in any way funny or in-
teresting. Job done.
http://stuff.tv/Videos/Podcasts/

Funny Science

“How about that seedless watermel-
on. What an invention. Scientists are 
working on this. I mean, other scien-
tists are devoting their lives to fighting 
cancer, AIDS, heart disease, these guys 
are going: “No! I’m focusing on mel-
on…Oh sure, thousands of people are 
dying needlessly, but this, ’ptoo!’ [spit-
ting noise],  that’s got to stop. You ever 

“I used to think we evolved. From 
apes. Darwin’s theory of evolution 
through natural selection seemed pret-
ty watertight, but in doing research for 
this show, I came across a theory that 
deviates from Darwin’s. I found it in a 
dusty old book in a library; it’s called…
the Bible. And, uh, Darwin was, wrong. 
Um, we didn’t evolve, God made us.”
RICKY GERVAIS, ANIMALS, WEBSITE: HTTP://
WWW.RICKYGERVAIS.COM 

“I always thought it would be fasci-
nating to see my sperm under a micro-
scope…But now that I told them, none 
of my scientist friends will let me bor-
row their microscopes.”

“Did you know that shaking hands 
transmits more bacteria then kissing? 
Yeah, that’s an interesting fact. I know, 
I don’t think it’s as much fun. Um, it’s 
not how you want to end up a first 
date.”

“One of my mum’s favourite little 
sayings when I was a kid was: “Stand 
up straight!” You ever get that from 
your mum? “Stand up straight.”  That’s 
such a mum thing to say. I think mums 
have been telling their children that for 
longer than we realize. Perhaps even to 
pre-humans days. What if that was the 
driving force behind the evolutionary 
trait of erect stance. Mothers nagging 
their children up the evolutionary lad-
der... “Stand up straight. Don’t drag 
your knuckles when you walk. What 
are you, born in a tree?” ”
BRIAN MALLOW, WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW.
SCIENCECOMEDIAN.COM/  

No patience for the doubters
manufactured controversies surround-
ing WiFi and mobile phone masts, it 
explains the basic concepts in simple 
terms and debunks a lot of the myths 
about ionising and non-ionising radia-
tion.  They even find the time to com-
ment on the latest ill-judged European 
regulations regarding exposure to 
MRI machines – which were original-
ly called Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging machines, (as in NMR), but 
had to be renamed because no-one 
would get in a machine with nuclear 
in the title.  Sigh.

The authors also take the opportu-
nity to take pot-shots at a some of the 
more dubious ‘protective’ devices sold 
to the credulous, from sticky plasters to 
absorb the RF waves from your phone 
(thus, I assume, rendering it useless) 
to the ‘Sympathetic Resonance Tech-
nology’ of the Q-Link pendant, which 
apparently re-tunes your ‘quantum 
biofield’ to exclude harmful EM fields 
while promoting healthy ones.  See the 
note earlier about phrases in inverted 
commas…

The booklet isn’t perfect and in 
some regards highlights the difficul-

ties encountered when trying to break 
complex science down into bite-size 
chunks that people will actually take 
on board, especially when taking on a 
vocal and media-savvy lobby that al-
ready exists on the topic.  

It’s a very fine line between being too 
cautious and technical – meaning you 
get ignored – and oversimplifying to 
the point where those with, for exam-
ple, a stake in the sale of bull**** jump 
all over you to point out any ambigui-
ties or inaccuracies.  The sections on 
the use and risks of radiotherapy in 
cancer treatment may leave some of 
you grinding your teeth a bit; still, it’s 
a whole lot better than not producing 
this kind of booklet and just hoping 
that those writing the stories are suf-
ficiently experienced and/or conscien-
tious to check up on the facts before 
they go to print.

Sense About Science also organise 
a number of workshops and seminars 
throughout the year to show how you 
can effectively communicate your re-
search to the public, without finding 
yourself staring down the barrel of an-
other MMR scare.

Pass me that sponge, darling...
Some bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops) 
use sea sponges to uncover prey hid-
den under the sand.

This is the first study to describe tool 
use in dolphins, says Janet Mann, a bi-
ologist from Georgetown University 
in Washington D.C. and the lead au-
thor of a paper published in the 10th 
December issue of PLoS One. She says 
that young female calves acquire the 
behaviour by copying their mothers: 
it appears as if “they know this is what 

they are supposed to do” and think “let 
me go out and do it!”

Only a small number of animal spe-
cies use tools: 30 bird and 10 primate 
species and only 0.01% of all other 
mammals. Some scientists believe that 
this is because most animals lack the 
cognitive abilities to use tools. Oth-
ers say it is because tool use simply 
is not advantageous to most animals. 
Although dolphins have been known 
to sometimes carry conical sponges 
(10-25 cm long) over their jaws, there 
was no data to explain why they do this 
and whether it provides any advan-

tage to the individuals that do it – the 
spongers. 

Mann and her colleagues observed 
a population of wild bottlenose dol-
phins at Shark Bay in Australia. They 
described in detail the sponge carrying 
behaviour. They found that spongers 
“swam slowly along sand-bottom habi-
tats with a sponge on, lightly and inter-
mittently disturbing the seafloor”. They 
were clearly “using the sponge to ferret 
prey from the sea floor” says Mann. 
The prey they were after seemed to be 
a small burrowing spothead grubfish 
(Parapercips clathrata). 

Only 11% of the adult female dol-
phins used sponges to hunt. Non-
spongers employed a variety of other 
tactics for hunting, but none of them 
included tool use. To investigate if 
spongers were at an advantage, Mann’s 
team compared the calving success of 
spongers and non-spongers. 

Surprisingly, they found no signifi-
cant differences in calving success, 
an indication of biological fitness, be-
tween spongers and non-spongers. So 
they could not say that hunting with 
tools is definitely more beneficial to 
dolphins. “We don’t know anything 
about what the benefits are although 
we presume that, since the behaviour 
persists, there must be some”, says Alex 
Thornton, behavioural ecologist from 
the University of Cambridge, who was 

Mico Tatalovic
Science   Editor

not involved in the present study. 
Alex Kacelnik, behavioural ecolo-

gist from the University of Oxford, 
who has extensively studied tool use 
in Caledonian crows, predicts that 
larger and longer-term investigations 
will reveal some benefits to the spong-
ers. “It would be a mistake to assume 

that because this study fails to find a 
reliable difference in fitness between 
two groups, then the fitness of the two 
groups must be equal”, he says, adding 
that “this fascinating study is on the 
right track but the fundamental ques-
tion of whether tool use is particularly 
advantageous is as yet unanswered”.

PHOTO BY EWA KRZYSZCZYK
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What Happens to Science Graduates in the Times of Credit Crunch...

Garlic, also good for passing the Breathalysers test, apparently

try to pick a wet-one up off the floor? 
It’s almost impossible. I’m devoting my 
life to that.’ ”
JERRY SEINFELD, SEASON 5 (1994), EPISODE 
1: THE MANGO, WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW.
SONYPICTURES.COM/TV/SHOWS/SEINFELD/

Olivia Sharp goes through this weeks science headlines

So long and thanks for all the fish...

...so sad that it should come to this

When their powers combine they summon Captain Planet

Bananaman
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Historical delights from Babylon
Emilie Beauchamp delves into all that Babylon has to offer in the British Museum 

gardens, the tower of Babel, the Bels-
hazzar’s Feast and others. 

These stories come from the Bible’s 
Genesis or from accounts of Greek 
philosophers such as Herodotus, and 
often contradict the historical evidence 
found by archaeologists. Indeed, there 
has been up to now no artefact proving 
the existence of the hanging gardens... 
However, the famous tower of Babel 
is known to portray the Etemenanki 
ziggurat, the main temple of Babylon, 
which was used to worship the warrior 
god Marduk. Many historians believe 
that it was Babylon’s desire to conquer 
too much territory, and its subsequent 
overstretch, that led to its fall. The 
myth of the tower of Babel parallels 
that story. In biblical accounts, Babel 
was a city that tried to unite human-
ity and which was punished by God to 
have been foolish and greedy. Babylon 
was too much of an expansionary city-
state and one of its greatest battles was 
the capture of Jerusalem, after which 
thousands of Jews were forced to mi-
grate to Babylon to serve as forced 
labour.  So goes the famous song “By 
the Rivers of Babylon”, signing the la-

ment of Jews missing their native Zion. 
Many other legends such as these are 
depicted in the exhibition, some of 
which still have significance today. The 
British Museum pictures the rationale 
behind the legendary accounts of Ba-
bylon, disentangling the truth from the 
tales, and offers pieces of art that have 
been inspired by these to complement 
its explanations.  Most of the pieces 
displayed are interesting, but some are 
weaker in their stance and one won-
ders if some of the interest stems from 
their intrinsic value or rather because 
the topic of Babylon itself never fails to 
captivate. 

Further on, the exhibition does a 
good job at portraying the real Baby-
lon. Here, rare artefacts from the Brit-
ish Museum, the Pergamon Museum 
in Berlin and the Musée du Louvre in 
Paris are rallied. From the architectural 
details of the most famous buildings in 
Babylon, to the presentation of a piece 
of the monumental Ishtar Gate, which 
triumphed at the end of the royal pro-
cession path, the exhibition puts for-
ward evidence which makes it almost 
possible to imagine the city standing 

I ’d wish you all a Merry Christ-
mas, but I’m feeling a little bah 
humbug right now. I’ve got a 
spectacular cold, complete with 
fever, shivering, hacking cough, 

phlegm… all this and a sore red nose 
Rudolph would be envious of. I’m des-
perately hoping it’ll have cleared up by 
the time you read this. 

In the meantime I’m armed with 
enough cold and flu remedies to open 
up my own branch of Boots. I spent a 
bewildered twenty minutes in a phar-
macy trying to evaluate whether my 
cough was “tickly”, “dry” or “chesty”. I 
opted for chesty on the basis that the 
active drug had a more chemically-
sounding name. 

For the record, Boots brand “sore 
throat relief dual action lozenges” are 
half the price of Strepsils Extra, but 
also taste half as tolerable. In addition, 
I’d like to offer a special shout-out to 
whoever manufactures pocket packs 
of tissues infused with Olbas oil, be-
cause they are now my best friends. 
They make your entire face tingle with 
menthol-y goodness.

This is generally not the state one 
wants to be in at a job interview, which 
is where I found myself this morning. 
You’ll be glad to hear I survived with-
out exploding with snot all over any 
executives. It did make the numeri-
cal test extra painful though. I won’t 
comment on how I think the interview 
went, given that when this gets printed 
I’ll have heard back (and, let’s face it, 
probably have been brutally rejected). 

Emily Wilson
Arts Editor

Everybody knows that the main thing 
about job interviews is that you must 
consume as much free stuff as possible. 
Today’s won bonus points by provid-
ing free coffee and biscuits. The best I 
ever had involved a three-course lunch 
at Strada for all candidates – woohoo! 
That definitely softened the blow of 
rejection.

Aside from this, I’m getting a little 
pissed off with employment opportu-
nities, or lack thereof. Goddamn eco-
nomic crisis! I need a job so I won’t 
have to live in a cardboard box next 
year! 

No longer does going to a fine insti-
tute of learning like Imperial College 
guarantee you a cushy job in the city. 
Now you have to bow before the cor-
porations and beg. The general com-
petitiveness is soul-destroying. One 
interview I went to recently, featured 
me and a bunch of bright young things 
who’d all had graduate positions at Le-
hman Brothers, and post-collapse had 
been bulking out their already-impres-
sive CVs with charity work. Bastards.

In case you’re wondering how this is 
related to arts and culture… it isn’t. I 
could talk about what’s happening in 
the arty farty world at the moment, but 
I don’t actually know. I would hazard 
a guess that Damien Hirst is making 
more money in some way, but don’t 
quote me on that.

As always, you can get free tickets 
from us for pretty much anything artsy 
that you feel like seeing. Send us an 
email and we’ll see what we can do.

Just call me 
Scrooge

today. 
The British Museum also does not 

fail to provide a follow-up of the city 
today. All that remains from the grand 
Babylon, located approximately 55 kil-
ometres from Bagdad in Iraq, is a pile 
of mud bricks scattered here and there 
around its old perimeter. Victim of its 
own success, the debris of the city have 
been stolen by neighbouring colonies 
over centuries as the enduring high 
quality of the bricks and materials used 
make them valuable for looters. 

The fall of babylon seems to continue 
over the age and carries on even today.  
To the world’s dismay, Saddam Hus-
sein constructed in 1985 new build-
ings on top of the old ruins, destroying  
archaeological evidence. In this enter-
prise, he even declared himself the son 
of Nebuchadnezzar II! Moreover, since 
the invasion of Iraq by the Americans, 
the situation... has only got worse! The 
US military actually built an army 

camp on Babylon’s site and even built 
a helipad on some of its ruins. In short, 
most of the remaining archaeologi-
cal artefacts of Babylon have probably 
been destroyed by now... 

The British Museum therefore offers 
a great chance to discover that famed 
city and learn about its stories, even if 
the exhibition is rather short and very 
busy at any time of the day (you have to 
book in advance if you do not want to 
wait an hour to get in)! But in any ways, 
Babylon will always be fascinating.

Babylon: Myth and Reality

At the British Museum until 15th 
March 2009

It’s all sex and drugs, as usual...
Caz Knight goes to the Institute of Contemporary Arts and has the rare opportunity to write a bad review

I reaped much from my trip to 
ICA’s Dispersion. It led me to a 
few conclusions regarding how 
art is presented and the sub-
sequent way in which the con-

sumer digests it. It also gave me the op-
portunity to write my first bad review 
thus living up to my role as a critic, a 
criticiser of art. Never having been to 
the Institute for Contemporary Arts 
before, I was delighted by, as its name 
would suggest, its interior modernity 
set in a neo-classical building, nestled 
just off Pall Mall in all its old money 
grandeur. ICA combines gallery spaces 
with a cinema, a theatre, a bar and a 
general artsy yet down to earth vibe, 
quenching any and every sort of cul-
tural thirst that might assail you.

Given that Dispersion is featured as 
a must-see in more than just a few arts 
sections in-the-know, I was amazed and 
slightly appalled that it received such 
acclaim. Perhaps the fact that Mark 
Leckey, recent winner of the Turner 
Prize, is a contributor prompted such 
praise. (Leckey gives his ‘lecture’, a live 
performance if his art, at ICA’s theatre 
in January.) 

The exhibition is spread across 
three loci within ICA, making view-
ing a bit disjointed especially when the 
last third must be reached following a 
trawl through the bar (maybe not a bad 
thing?). Indeed, it lives up to its name. 
Maria Eichhorn, one of the seven art-
ists which make up Dispersion, has 
constructed a Film Lexicon of Sexual 
Practices, which is made interactive 
with viewers at liberty to ask the pro-
jectionist to show any of the sixteen 3 
minute films: Ear-licking or Cunnilin-
gus? Sex food play or Carezza? (That is 
prolonged sex minus the orgasm). The 
novelty of getting to chose the film you 
want is outweighed by them not hav-
ing any of the good ones, and by the 
fact that the film was but a tiny square 
on the white wall. Of course, 3 min-
utes of ear-licking, achieved the artist’s 
desired affect of making clinical and 
abstract these sexual practices, but at 
the price of an anti-climax…. instilling 
some quasi-carezza in us, maybe.

A slap dash collage of various gay 
and lesbian artists of the early last 
century, with an equally half hearted 
name, some gay and lesbian artist and/
or artists relevant to homo-social cul-
ture, would have disappointed a low 
achieving GCSE art student. However, 
the work did introduce some post card 

examples of the beautiful work of fea-
tured artists such as Jean-Frederic Ba-
zille. Nevertheless, like Eichhorn’s work 
before him, Olesen’s piece is in keep-
ing with the theme of the exhibition. 
As far as I could make out from the 
wordy and indecipherable leaflet that 
came with the exhibition, the artists 
are exploring the notion that identities 
are not given, but made by how they 
are represented. If this is true then it 
should be possible to achieve what the 
curator referred to as a ‘critical’ image. 
Using found images - that is anything 
available on the web and beyond - as 
their raw materials, they de-construct 
and then re-construct these images to 
produce works that will comment on 
the way in which they are presented 
to us in this age of relentless media. 
Each artist makes clear and interesting 
points, but at the expense of aesthetic 
experience. 

All is not lost, the photograph of a 
folded movie still featuring Jack Ni-
cholson as McMurphy in One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, reminds us of 
his youthful good looks. But best of all 
was Hito Steyerl’s documentary about 
her quest to find a young “protégé”, a 
contemporary version of herself as she 
was in her bondage model heyday of 
1987. The accompanying New Wave 
soundtrack and retro Spider-women 
excerpts made me stay and watch for 
the whole length: possibly Dispersion’s 
saving grace. 

A lot of effort was expended reading 
the supposed explanation and trying to 
relate it to the subject matter. Try as I 
might I could not find any of the alleged 
meaning in a lot of the pieces, perhaps 
there was none to be found. Not that 
art needs to even to serve a purpose or 
expound a truth or message, although 
the contrived bull shit in the booklet 
would suggest otherwise. 

Despite what might be considered a 
harsh review, a quick walk round this 
(free!) exhibition will introduce you to 
another very beautiful and different 
venue and, who knows, what might be 
one of your favourite artists. If worst 
comes to worst there are always cock-
tails. I will definitely be going back for 
the Heroin and Cocaine salt and pep-
per shakers in the gift shop. 

Dispersion is on at the Institute 
of Contemporary Arts until 1st 
February 2009

T he British Museum al-
ready offers an incredible 
amount of history to dis-
cover in its regular halls, 
but also presents special 

exhibitions upon singular topics ral-
lying artefacts from museums from all 
over the world. Until the March 15th, a 
unique presentation is showing on the 
legendary Babylon, exploring the con-
trasts between the ancient metropolis 
full of myths, and its modern represen-
tation discovered through archaeologi-
cal evidence. 

Babylon started as a small town lo-
cated in the fertile Mesopotamian 
plains near the third millennium B.C. 
and evolved through centuries as a 
famed city-stated ruling over ancient 
Syria and more. It was the king Neb-
uchadnezzar II who brought Babylon 
to the peak of its glory, from 605 to 
562 B.C., mostly by further expanding 
its influence in Jerusalem and Egypt, 
but also by reconstructing the city and 
making it one of the wonders of the an-
cient world. The exhibition therefore 
focuses on the Babylon of Nebuchad-
nezzar II and its stories: the hanging This apparently is a map of the world. On a rock. Impressive, huh? Felix Arts is so full of sex we’re getting a little sick of it. It was this nipple or ear-licking or cunnilingus...

This image is entitled “Felix gets broadcasted” - so how could I not print the little guy? 

This is a picture of Nebuchadnezzar by William Blake. Once I figured out to spell Nebuchadnezzar I 
Wikipedia’d him, and apparently he was a Babylonian king. Or a ship in The Matrix. So there you go
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Emily Wilson  returns to favourite haunt the Wellcome Collection to check out their latest exhibition 

I ’m back at the Wellcome Col-
lection again for their latest ex-
hibition: ‘War and Medicine’. As 
always, both the Wellcome Col-
lection and the exhibition are 

completely free to get into. While I am 
an enthusiastic supporter of the Well-
come Collection, I go in suspecting I 
am not going to like this exhibition. It’s 
going to be depressing and gory. I can 
feel amputations and post traumatic 
stress disorder coming on. I’m going to 
come out of it miserable.

The atmosphere once you step 
through the big glass doors is quiet 
and sinister, with distant clunking and 
whirring sounds. I’m drawn to the hum 
of a darkened room to my left where a 
film is being shown. This is ‘Theatre’ 
by David Cotterrel, whose films also 
appear later in the exhibition. It’s a 
continuous 60 minutes of panoramic 
footage aboard a hollow military air-
craft, where army medics tend to an 
unconscious wounded soldier strapped 
to a stretcher. I watch for 10 minutes 
or so, during which time nothing hap-

pens, aside from a medic standing up 
and sitting down. I keep waiting for 
something unexpected and dramatic 
to happen, but it never does. It’s oddly 
chilling, setting the mood for the rest 
of the exhibit.

An early criticism I have is that 
‘War and Medicine’ is a little jumbly. 
It bounces from triage to nutrition to 
transport to disease prevention... all 
while also jumping between wars. You 
have to pay some attention to whether 
you’re looking at an artefact from the 
First World War or the Gulf Wars. It 
encompasses the history of war from 
the Crimea to modern conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, with the world 
wars in between, though with little 
in between these major focuses. The 
content is an interesting, attention-
holding mix of objects, painting, pho-
tographs and posters. A neat label 
explains each item – major brownie 
points here. While the order can feel 
irratic, the individual narrative of each 
piece is clear. Everyday medical equip-
ment demands attention, and you can’t 

help but admire the aesthetics of such 
things as artificial limbs, first aid kits 
and syringes. One of the greatest ac-
complishments of the Wellcome Col-
lection is the transformation of hum-
ble objects into art.

Contrary to my expectations, there is 
no blatant blood and gore. It’s all very 
civilised and tidy. However, the sec-
tion on facial reconstruction is fairly 
horrendous, with photographs and 
paintings of men barely recognisable 
as human. Holes in their faces, noses 
missing, warped eyes, burning and 
blistering... and all of them after their 
reconstruction. But they’re not here to 
shock us – the way they’re respectfully 
portrayed means it’s more saddening 
than anything else.

One idea the exhibition puts forward 
is that a positive impact of war is the 
medical advancement it brings. We 
have war to thank for blood transfu-
sions, penicillin, X-rays and so many 
other life saving technologies. This is 
a thought-provoking realisation. But 
the flipside to this is the use of war to 

Doesn’t it look lovely and shiny, children? Don’t step under the lights or you’ll get beamed up

justify the horrific, notably the experi-
ments carried out by scientists of the 
Nazi regime on human beings in con-
centration camps during the Second 
World War. A hall of shame of Nazis 
convicted of such atrocities displays 
their personal defences and justifi-
cations, which are chilling. I have to 
skim over much of the section on shell 
shock, with videos from military hos-
pitals of men shaking and rocking back 
and forth as cold-hearted doctors look 
on.

I’d advise anybody interested in go-
ing to check out Wellcome’s calendar 
of events, which includes tours round 
the exhibition. When I was half way 
through, a perspectives tour by an ex-
pert on the history of medicine kicked 
off. Had I known about this I would 
definitely have signed up. It sounded 
fascinating. Such a tour would prob-
ably succeed in revealing running 
themes difficult to pick out on your 
own. All are, of course, free.

As expected, Wellcome portray 
war in a satisfyingly neutral way. 

They don’t glorify it, but don’t openly 
criticise it. They offer wounded and 
scarred soldiers respectful recogni-
tion, while also portraying conflict as 
a catalyst for medical progress. At no 
point is the short and concise exhibi-
tion preachy or out to shock.  I very 
much like how factual information is 
presented in an art gallery style and 
setting. The Wellcome Collection do 
something not done anywhere else, 
which is always admirable. Don’t go to 
‘War and Medicine’ if you’re looking 
for something fun and uplifting. This it 
certainly is not. Go to ‘War and Medi-
cine’ if you want to see a brilliantly put-
together exhibition that will challenge 
your pre-conceptions, and leave you 
better informed and with a head full of 
thoughts.

War and Medicine

At the Wellcome Collection until 
15th February 2009. Entry is free!

Lucy Harrold  previewed Imagine This a few weeks ago, but does the real deal match up to expectations? 

War is bad, but medicine is good...?

Preview done, here’s the review 

A fter having my sneak 
peak of Imagine This a 
few weeks ago I was ea-
ger to see what the rest of 
the show had in store and 

so off I trekked to the New London, de-
spite feeling like death warmed up, to 
find out. The New London theatre it-
self isn’t pretty; it was built in seventies 
when concrete was the architect’s best 
friend and escalators were state of the 
art. They’ve tried to make the best of 
the interior with displays and posters 
dotted around the vast lobby and bar 
area. Unfortunately the toilets couldn’t 
be improved. I was slightly dismayed to 
find so many empty seats on only the 
second night with at least eight just in 
our row. The main demographic ap-
peared to be elder theatregoers who 
have had enough of showy yet shallow 
musicals and wanted to try something 
new. 

The show started with a plunge into 
darkness; luckily we were ready for it as 
my companion and I were saying how 
the show should be starting just about...
shit why is dark?! We were transported 
back to pre-war Poland where every-
one wears their Sunday best and rides 
on Merry-Go-Rounds only to be cru-
elly pulled out of this dream by a bunch 
of Nazis thus signalling the creation of 
the Warsaw Ghetto. Thus the writers 
manage to cram four years of history 
and most of the exposition in one song 
without making it feel rushed or on 
purpose.  The rest of the action takes 
place in Eugene Lee’s vast set: a dis-
used train depot and the space outside 
it. The space has such depth - it really 
does feel like a cold damp building that 
could easily fall down with realistic 
snow falling outside (my friend loves 
snow so she was rather excited by this). 
Even if I didn’t love theatre I would go 
just to see that set. 

I gave the basic plot to Imagine This 
in the preview article that I hope you 
all read and took note of (please say 
yes). I wouldn’t want to spoil what 
turned out to be a rather gripping and 
tense plot that I wasn’t expecting. In a 

nutshell Imagine This tells the story of 
Daniel Warshowsky, his family and his 
acting company putting on a produc-
tion of Masada for those trapped in the 
Warsaw Ghetto. The tale of Masada 
reflects and ultimately influences the 
family’s own story and is entwined with 
secret love affairs. From what I’d heard, 
I imagined the plot would be juvenile 
and embarrassing but, on the whole, I 
was happily mistaken. It had sufficient 
plot twists to keep you guessing but 
didn’t require too much thought on 
the audience’s behalf, which I believe 
would have detracted from the visual 
spectacle and the music. I was also 
concerned that the Jewish mythology 
would go over my head but, although 
it could have been a little clearer, most 
of the story of Masada was given in the 
exposition.

One review, although not entirely 
positive, decided that the Imagine 
This cast is one of the most hard-
working casts on the West End and I 
must agree. To go through the trial of 
being ripped out of normal life and 
ultimately deciding whether you live 
but allow hundreds of others to per-
ish or sacrifice yourself to save those 
others must be exhausting. Yet the 
cast pull it off with ease and still have 
time to have a song and dance about 
it. Peter Polycarpou was awesome as 
always, his voice is so crisp and clear 
yet booming and his acting command-
ing yet loving. Leila Benn-Harris is 
surely a name to watch out for in the 
future. Her portrayal of Rebecca (and 
Tamar, the character she plays in Ma-
sada) was heartbreaking both through 
her acting and her amazing, distinctive 
voice. I was also impressed by Simon 
Gleeson as resistance fighter Adam 
(General Silva in Masada). He and 
Benn-Harris had a genuine connec-
tion that could be seen in their duets 
and romantic moments. The produc-
tion team have really got together an 
amazing bunch of performers - there’s 
no real weak link. I wasn’t too taken by 
Nathan Attard, who played Leon (the 
small child), but I think this is because 

I’m not a huge fan of child performers 
in theatre generally.

I guess I should mention the mu-
sic. Imagine This really takes musical 
theatre back to the ‘good old days’ of 
full chorus and large orchestral scores. 
Almost everything the chorus sings is 
in harmony thus creating a lush, rich 
sound and making this writer very hap-
py - she’s a sucker for a good harmony! 
There were many moments where I 
sat mouth wide open thinking “how 
did that sound just come out of that 
small cast?”. My particular favourites 
were the title song Imagine This and 
Masada, the battle song I had seen the 
cast rehearsing previously. Both could 
easily have been amazing finale pieces 
so it seemed strange that act one ended 
with a soaring love song rudely cut off 
by the Nazis. I liked this break from the 

norm. It really made the audience feel 
vulnerable and part of the action. It is 
little additions like the breaking of the 
fourth wall that make Imagine This an 
intelligent piece aimed at people who 
don’t just want fun and frolics at the 
theatre but want to search for some-
thing deeper.

Timothy Sheader’s direction has left 
me in two minds; some of his work was 
absolute genius. The way he took ad-
vantage of the revolve really impressed 
me on a visual level as did much of 
his staging and on an emotional level 
I left the theatre almost in tears. I re-
ally felt for those characters. But some 
other parts of the staging just looked 
messy and all over the place in par-
ticular dance numbers tended to have 
different people doing different moves. 
Normally this would look ‘cool and 

edgy’ but it just looked like the actors 
hadn’t quite learnt the dance yet. It ap-
peared that Sheader felt he had to have 
someone on each part of the stage at 
all times making it difficult to focus on 
a particular character, often I couldn’t 
see who was singing what.

To me the first act paled in compari-
son to the second act, for the last half 
hour of the show I didn’t move from 
my seat, transfixed by the tale unfold-
ing in front of me. But the first act 
took a while to get going. There was an 
uncomfortably long scene of dialogue 
between the company and the Nazis 
where they attempted to joke with the 
Nazis. I felt uneasy as to whether this 
would really have occurred or whether 
the Nazi officer would have just shot 
them all. Comedy is the main failing of 
the show, especially with the character 
of Izzy/Pompey, a clown from Berlin. 
Pompey was given an unusually long 
comedy song in act one which just 
wasn’t funny and took the audience out 
of the chilling atmosphere the actors 
had worked so hard to create. I also felt 
that the characters’ backgrounds could 
have been developed further. I was glad 
to have read the online synopsis just so 
I knew who was who.

Overall I think Imagine This is some-
thing different that we haven’t seen in 
the West End for a while; a serious mu-
sical that’s not trying to be pretentious 
or high and mighty. Everything seems 
genuine and has a big heart. I laughed 
(although some of the jokes just didn’t 
land with me), I (nearly) cried and I felt 
for that group of characters - some-
thing that hasn’t happened to me in a 
theatre for a while. I sent a friend to see 
it last week and he spent the next after-
noon frantically trying to phone me to 
tell me how amazing the show was!

In the current economic climate I’m 
not sure if Imagine This will last that 
long, I really hope it does but just to 
be sure go see it now! Luckily for us 
students not only is the theatre so vast 
that the cheap seats further back give a 
better sightline but if you go on the day 
your shiny student card will get you an 
awesome seat for £17.50.

Imagine This
At the New London Theatre, tick-
ets available now!

Hopefully nobody will notice that I stole the images from the preview to use in the review... whoops, spilled 
the beans! But you noticed, right? You’re a bright bunch, and who could forget this chap and his sexy hat?

Here we have a lovey dovey couple looking all happy. Too bad the 
Nazis are on their way to ruin things by, y’know, killing everybody

Yes yes, you should have got the message by now. Imagine This. 
Musical. Bittersweet tragedy. Very good. Go see it now

You’ll be glad to know that if you go to war and get a chunk of your 
face blasted off, you can get a chunk of tin to cover it up

Moral of the exhibition: if you go to war, you will need medicine. Got that? Here is an image from one of 
David Cotterrel’s films, which you can see at the Wellcome Collection exhibition ‘War and Medicine’

Advice all of us should live by: keep straight, keep sober, guard against 
VD. And they didn’t even have SHAG week back in the 1940s...



As part of our continuing commitment 
to ensure our services are relevant 
and effective for our members, 
we are carrying out a survey of our 
Trading outlets. This short survey 
consists of seven areas of Union 
Trading and will only take 5 minutes to 
complete. It covers our bars, catering, 
entertainments, the Union Building and 
also the customer service you receive. 

The responses we receive will directly 
affect the services we offer in the future, 
so please fi ll out the survey with this in 
mind. It is essential that we get as many 
responses as possible so that we can 
improve on areas of the areas of Union 
Trading that need it the most. Of course 
as we move forward with the future 
phases of the Building Redevelopment, 
including the refurbishment of our 

ground fl oor services, we will be using 
your responses to help shape these 
changes. We will be selecting two 
people at random to win an iPod nano as 
well so fi ll out the survey now!

The survey can be found at 
imperialcollegeunion.org/surveys.

Next term we will also be running other 
surveys on other areas of the Union 
giving you even more chance to let 
us know how you want your Union to 
change or even the areas that you are 
especially pleased with!

In the mean time we are holding a 
Trading Froum which is taking place on 
Wednesday 17 December in Meeting 
Room 7, Union Building from 13:00 - 
14:00. Refreshments will be provided.

unionpage

imperialcollegeunion.org

Union Trading Survey 2008

Hannah Theodorou
Deputy President 

(Education & Welfare)
dpew@imperial.ac.uk

Win
an iPod!

Nominations for our new International 
Students’ Offi cer are now open. The 
Offi cer’s role is to represent the needs 
and views of the non-UK students at 
Imperial. All students are eligible to run 
for the position.

The role of will involve the following 
aspects:
•  Be repsonsible for issues that 

specifi cally relate to International (non-
UK) students and organise relevant 
education and training events and 
breifi ngs.

•  Create and hold an International 
Students forum to gather views about 
issues that affects them, such as visas, 
employment and English Language 
Support programmes.

•  Supporting International Student 
involvement in Union and College 
activities, to encourage increased 
participation in extra-curricular 
activities.

•  Sitting on the College’s Welfare 
Committee and the Union’s 
Representation and Welfare Board and 
Union Council.

•  Liaising with the College International 
Offi ce.

You can stand by going to 
imperialcollegeunion.org/vote.

Voting for this position opens at 00:01 
Tuesday 16 December and closes at 
23:59 Friday 19 December.

International Students’ Offi cer Back in October over 3,000 of you moved 
into Imperial Halls of Residences in a fl urry 
of induction lectures, parties and endless 
tours of London. Now that the excitement 
of moving in and freshers’ week has died 
down a bit, I’m keen to hear your views 
about your experience of living in halls. 

I’ll be visiting each individual halls of 
residence to talk informally to the students. 
I’ll be passing your views onto residences, 
hall managers and wardens as appropriate 
so they know what you really love about 
living in halls and what you think would 
improve your time there. Issues could 
include anything from the number and type 
of events, cleaning, availability of welfare 
advice in halls- basically, whatever you like! 

I’ll be armed with nibbles and drinks so pop 
along even if it is for just 10 minutes at your 
relevant hall:
Fisher and Bernard Sunley (Fisher 
Common Room): 5-6pm, Sunday 14 

December
Holbein, Willis 
Jackson and 
Southwell 
(Willis Jackson 
Common Room): 
6-7pm, Sunday 14 
December
Falmouth, 
Keogh, Tizard 
& Selkirk 
(Southside Social Space): 7-8pm, Tuesday 
16 December
Orient House (Social Space): 7-8pm, 
Thursday 18 December

I will be visiting other Halls early next term, 
so look out for further details in Felix. 
Normal Halls Committee will resume next 
term so if you have comments tell your hall 
rep and information will be passed on to me 
in the same way.

Halls Visits •  Free mince pie and mulled wine on entry. 
    (while stocks last)

• Father Christmas with his sexy elf helpers!
• Bucking Reindeer game.
• Festive cheer throughout!

GET YOUR EARLY BIRD TICKET NOW!
Tickets go up to £11 from December 12th

Buy online now!

End of Term Festive Celebrations at the Union!

Room 1
Alex Zane
UNIONdjs
DJ Elles

Room 2
Santa’s Grotto with Chocolate 
Fountains, Popcorn and Candy Floss

Christmas Ball 08
Friday 19 December, 20:00 - 04:00

imperialcollegeunion.org
buy your tickets online now from £9Until December 12th

Price then rises to £11
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The stimulus package won’t work
Luke Dhanoa

Business Editor

In an attempt to save the economy, 
Gordon Brown has given us all 2.5% 
off our VAT rate. In theory this should 
make Christmas shopping cheaper and 
make us all want to spend more and 
when we spend more it’s good for the 
economy. Economic theory calls this a 
“stimulus package” – i.e. a set of gov-
ernment actions that are designed to 
stimulate the economy. In real life we 
call this a “mistake” or “fail maneuver” 
because whilst the stimulus package is 
a good idea in theory, it doesn’t work 
so well in real life. Here’s why:

1 The 2.5% cut isn’t really 
2.5%.

It’s actually more like 2.1% 
when you think about it. It’s 
because a 2.5% cut in VAT 

isn’t a 2.5% cut in the price of the whole 
thing. I know that may sound funny so 
here’s how it works.

VAT or Value Added Tax is a tax on 
transactions taking place, meaning that 
the tax kicks in during the buying and 
selling of a product. So if something 
costs £100, you end up paying £117.50 
(from £100 x 1.175) because the tax sits 
on top of the price. Now at this point 
you might be wondering about all the 
stuff you bought for £100. A common 
misconception is that if you have to 
pay £100 for something, then £17.50 
of that £100 is VAT, but that’s not true. 
If you have to pay £100 for something 
then the actual price is £85.10 and the 
VAT is £14.90. This is because £14.90 
is 17.5% of £85.10. 

So what happens when VAT goes 
from 17.5% to 15%? Well, under the old 
law VAT at 17.5% meant that a £100 
product would cost £117.50 and now it 
costs £115.00. The difference, £2.50, is 
really only 2.1% of the original price. 

2 Shops will steal the cut. 
Back in the day the NUS 

(National Union of Students) 
campaigned long and hard 
against the government to 

reduce the tax on condoms. When the 
government relented and reduced the 
tax rate, the NUS sat back thinking it 

had won a victory for studentkind and 
casual shaggers everywhere. But when 
the government cut the condom tax, 
nothing changed. The condom compa-
nies simply absorbed the tax cut into 
their profit margins and students eve-
rywhere carried on as usual. 

This time around with the new tax 
cut, things will probably be the same. 
Because products are usually listed 
with VAT included, it would be very 
easy for shopkeepers to just take the 
extra 2.1% for themselves. In fact, it 
would cost them extra to change all the 
labels in their shops to pass the saving 
on to the customer. 

I know that when you went shopping 
last the shopkeeper reduced the prices, 
but not all shops are going to. Some-
thing that cost £1 a month ago is still 
probably going to cost the same today. 
There are millions of transactions for 
small amounts every day, and they’re 
all unaffected. 

3 2.1% ain’t that much. 
Have you ever ordered 

something from China? It 
takes ages to get here. And 
I mean AGES. That’s why all 

the shops and large retailers ordered 
their products for Christmas months 
ago, before they realised how bad the 
recession would be. 

The resulting oversupply is nothing 
new, usually after Christmas you have 
the January sales, where all the shops 
try and sell of whatever leftover Christ-
mas stuff they can. But because of the 
massive oversupply this year there’s 
no way the shops could clear all the 
leftover sock in January, which has led 
to some of the biggest Christmas sales 
we’ve seen for years. Compared to the 
reductions that the stores are offering, 
the 2.1% cut is pretty paltry. In fact, a 
lot of people only notice the cut when 
they’re at the till, suggesting that the 
price cut didn’t even happen to come 
into the buying decision. 

4 We’re all saving for later.
We all know that the tax 

cut will have to be paid for in 
the future using higher taxes. 
So even though we’re saving 

a little at the till we’re going to be hit 

somewhere else. It’s likely (because we 
have a left leaning government) that 
the people who’ll be affected most of 
the future tax burden will be the richer 
middle and upper class. But the prob-
lem is that these are exactly the kind of 
people that the government wants to 
promote into spending. It’s the richer 
class who buy stuff they don’t need, 
and it’s that over consumption that 
our “shop keeper” economy thrives on. 
Telling these groups that they’re go-
ing to face higher taxes will just pro-
voke them into spending less on use-
less junk – the exact opposite idea to 
Christmas.

So what’s the alternative? Well, David 
Cameron has been smugly trying to 
paint the government plans as disas-
trous without suggesting any realis-
tic alternatives and although his logic 

seems to be seductive, it’s important to 
ignore what he says. While he is a very 
skilled politician, his arguments in fa-
vour of slashing government spending 
are pretty silly. This recession is a clas-
sic stagflation case and if history has 
shown us anything, it’s that active gov-
ernment is the best way through.

On the supply side of the economy, 
food, oil, steel and credit became 
more expensive. This rose the costs of 
companies, which rose prices, which 
screwed things up. In the wake of the 
news of the recession and a decreased 
demand, steel and oil have dropped 
dramatically in price. The government 
stepped in to make credit more avail-
able and eventually it should ease the 
problem. The only remaining problem 

is food, which the government can’t 
tackle quickly anyway. 

On the demand side there is a lack of 
confidence in the economy. That lack 
of confidence is cutting back private 
expenditure. Without that expendi-
ture, the economy has less to produce 
which leads to job losses, which leads 
to even less confidence. So in this 
case the government is stepping in to 
buy up more. By adding to consump-
tion (in classic Keynesian fashion) 
it’s plugging up part of the gap left 
by people not spending. While the 
government couldn’t possibly save 
the economy on it’s own, it’s better 
that they do what they can rather 
than nothing. 

And it works double 
because government 
expenditure (by the 
very nature of what 
they spend on) gen-
erally helps people. It 
would be insane to cut 
back on hospitals and 
schools and police when 
the economy is in the pan. 
Right now people are most 
at risk and we need a large 
government looking out for 
them. It will sound contra-
dictory but now the econ-
omy is shrinking, it’s the 
right time to grow the 
public sector. 

The big problem is 
that to fund the extra 
spending the govern-
ment has to put itself 
in debt, and debt is bad. So it’s 
important that the government shrinks 
after the recession ends and pays back 
what it owes (because if the govern-
ment fails to keep the public balances 
in order, it’ll cause a recession). One 
of the biggest mistakes made by pub-
lic leaders across the world is not cut-
ting back public expense during high 
growth years. Blair and Brown cer-
tainly made that mistake and it pretty 
much destroyed the public finances. 

So. Will the VAT cut help? Probably 
not. But will the overall idea of govern-
ment borrowing help the economy? 
Yes, provided we pay it all back. And 
that’s the problem.

S o there’s a recession on. The 
sky’s falling, people are pan-
icking and the world’s go-
ing to end and stuff. But it’s 
not all doom and gloom you 

know. There are good things to reces-
sions, namely stuff gets cheaper. 

Right now house prices are crashing, 
and all the property people are very, 
very upset – or are they? Property is a 
long term game where you have to plan 
for years and years ahead. 

For example, the Imperial College 
property managers consider property 
investment over a 100-year term. That 
means that the college looks 100 years 
ahead when considering whether to 
buy or sell sites. Seriously. Over the 
summer there was concern that the 

college was going to sell a certain piece 
of land off to a private investor. The 
land in question would be a prime de-
velopment spot, but legislation means 
that it can’t be built on for the next 50 
years or so. Any private landholder 
would have sold the site in the blink of 
an eye but because the college has such 
a long term view on the world, it kept 
the site and in 50 years don’t be sur-
prised if Imperial gets a new building 
in South Ken. 

Old dogs in the building game will 
point out to us youngsters that more 
buildings are built during recessions 
than during periods of growth. Sound 
silly? It’s because big projects start get-
ting planned during the good times, 
but by the time that the actual con-

structing happens, the economy has 
turned.

Right now most property develop-
ment firms are posting losses, with 
smaller firms going out of business 
in droves. But the larger more stable 
firms aren’t too worried. 

In fact, a lot of them are laughing 
now. The best time to buy property is 
when a recession is at it’s worst. And 
now that property prices are falling 
there are a lot of big players out there 
waiting to buy up everything they can. 
Don’t be surprised to see Chinese 
companies buying up huge chunks of 
American cities, or private investors 
gobbling up troubled companies be-
cause right now, the recession sale is 
on.

Buy when the streets run red with blood
The recession isn’t a bad thing for everybody, especially for some of the people who are worst affected 

And since the government is push-
ing hard to get credit into the markets 
again, interest rates from government 
backed banks will be nice and low in 
the mid-future, making the whole ex-
ercise much, much easier. 

In six months time, developers will 
be able to buy up cheap property with 
relatively cheap money and by the time 
they’ve built their investments up, the 
markets will have recovered – driving 
up prices. 

So as soon as you get out of univer-
sity, buy a house. Any house in London 
or a nearby suburb. Then get a fixed 
low interest mortgage from a govern-
ment backed bank and wait for the 
prices to rise. You won’t regret it.  

But Brown’s plan will. Here are four reasons why:

“Cameron has 
been painting the 
government’s 
plans as bad 
without suggesting 
any alternatives”

“As soon as you 
leave uni, buy 
a house, any 
house in London. 
Then wait for 
prices to rise. 
You won’t regret 
it”

Clubs & Societies Is your club cooler than the cat that 
got the cream? Write to us.

clubsandsocs.felix@imperial.ac.ukClubs & Socs Editor - Alice Rowlands

T he 3rd of December was 
another successful day for 
the Teddy Bear Hospital n 
Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital in Fullham. 

The Teddy Bear Hospital is a project 
promoted by Medsin (a network of stu-
dents interested in health care matters) 
which aims to diminish children’s fear 
of hospitals and doctors along with 
promoting healthy living guidelines 
such as healthy eating and exercising.

The project has been running inter-
nationally since 2000 but only reached 
Imperial College in 2006. The soci-
ety who is in charge of TBH is EMSA 
(European Medical Students Associa-
tion), which has its own branch here at 
Imperial.

The last TBH organised by our medi-
cal students entertained more than 50 
local year 2 schoolchildren. What the 
schoolchildren had to do was to bring 
their sick teddies along and have the 
medical students examine and provide 
treatment for them.

Medical students from all years had 
the opportunity to interact with the 
children in a stress-less environment 
and therefore exhibited the fun per-
spective of medicine. 

How does the Teddy Bear Hospital 
work? Each child brings his ill teddy, 

as a responsible ‘parent’, to the hospi-
tal where he presents it to the students 
who get to play the teddy-doctors.

This year’s scenario even included an 
ambulance setting which was basically 
a tent which the teddies in need of ur-
gent medical care were transported to 
via a trolley!

The children further received edu-
cation on various childhood illnesses 
such as chickenpox. And yes, there 
were teddies with chickenpox (attach a 
few red circular stickers on and there 
you go!)

The A&E station proved to fulfil the 
children’s curiosity about the instru-
ments used by doctors as they got the 
opportunity to play around with the 
‘scary’ stuff such as oxygen masks.

Teddies that had broken bones had to 
of course be taken for an X-ray. At this 
station, the medical students explained 
to the children what X-rays do stress-
ing the fact that they are painless. 

The children were encouraged to 
try and locate organs on a skeleton. 
Throughout the stages the children 
were actively engaged with the pres-
entation of the medical techniques 
and were eager to use the instruments 
themselves.

Next was the plaster station. The 
teddy bears received appropriate treat-

Teddy Bears Hospital
Rosie Americanou took her sick teddy bear to report for felix

ment by having bandages applied to 
their broken arms and legs. The chil-
dren were prompted to apply the band-
ages to the teddies and therefore most 
of them enthusiastically covered their 
teddies in bandages.

The surgery station proved to be 
thrilling for most children as a muppet 
surgeon operated on a critically injured 
teddy. Children got to ‘scrub in’ as well 
by wearing the appropriate gowns as 
supplied by the students.

Before the children left, they received 
instructions on healthy living habits. 
The delivery of the teaching though, 
was nothing but typical. 

Exercising for a healthy body did not 
limit to the students advising the chil-
dren but also made use of the medical 
students’ dancing skills. They danced 
together to the well known Macare-
na dance routine. Furthermore, the 
healthy eating station provided fresh 
fruits and smoothies for the children 
whilst explaining the benefits of a 
healthy diet.

The children enjoyed the experience 
and curiosity and enthusiasm was sub-
stituted for the fear of hospitals all too 
common among children. Thanks to 
days like these, who knows: perhaps 
some of these kids will be qualified 
doctors in 20 years time!

Help us feed the cat
felix is one very fat cat and is in constant need of new meat – please help!

- a Clubs & Societies editor 
- a Webmaster 
- Features and news writers.  
- Fink U can spell betta than us? Come and help us copy edit.

In particular we need: 

A teddy bear with a damaged arm gets bandages to help him recover

Children from local schools learn about the joys of healthy eating and exercise, as well as letting the medical students treat their teddy bear’s aches and pains



Netball girls keep their promise

Imperial College Netball girls promised us a centrefold if they win a 
game. They have and here’s the picture. 

A very merry Christmas to everyone and a happy New Year. We will 
see you in the new year with even more centrefolds.

Think you can do better? Then send us an email:
felix@imperial.ac.uk
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felix Film countdown to Christmas 
On behalf of everyone at Film felix: Merry Christmas! Have a Happy New Year and we hope you continue 
to read us in the new term!

24th
The Muppet Christmas Carol

Songs, Muppets and Michael Caine 
as Scrooge: what more could you ask 
for? Watching this on Christmas Eve 
will make you think of the real reason 
for Christmas, as well as give you a 
laugh (especially when Tiny Tim gets 
what he deserves) and will make you 
smile and feel merry. Everyone seems 
to love this film and it is clear to see 
why - Kermit and his gang give this 
overdone Dicken’s story something 
extra, and the festive cheese level is 
extremely high, without being too 
sickening. 

1st
Die Hard

Start December off with a bang - lit-
erally - with Bruce Willis killing  Ger-
man terrorists atop a massive skyscrap-
er. Filled to the brim with Christmas 
references - snow, Santa and annoying 
relatives - you can sit back and laugh as 
good ol’ John McClane blasts his way 
through villains in bloody and hilari-
ous ways. Who can forget Alan Rick-
man’s brilliant demise at the end? And 
then once the carnage is over, we hear 
‘Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!’ 
play over the end credits! Awesome!

2nd
The Associate

Whoopi Goldberg plays a business-
woman whose partner steals all of her 
ideas and then gets her promotion, 
because he is a man. The only way she 
can succeed? By pretending to go into 
commerce with a white businessman! 
Hilarious and sometimes touching, 
this film is guaranteed to put a smile 
on your face - especially when Gold-
berg dresses up as her ‘associate’ - and 
you won’t believe the results!

3rd
It’s A Wonderful Life

Possibly the most depressing film 
ever made, for those of you who haven’t 
seen it and want to watch something a 
bit more upsetting, then this is the film 
for you. Just make sure you don’t watch 
the final uplifting 5 minutes if you 
want to stay depressed for the rest of 
your life. But if you do want Christmas 
cheer, make sure you do watch the end, 
or there will be plenty of heads in the 
oven this year!

4th
The Back To The Future Trilogy

For some reason, I always feel Christ-
massy and/or happy when I watch 
these films. Can Marty McFly (Michael 
J Fox) save his own life when he is sent 
back in time? And what will happen 
when he goes into the future? Or into 
the old West? Possibly the best trilogy 
ever made!

5th
Any or all of the Wallace and 
Gromit films

Any of these will do, or if you must, 
you could watch all of them. They 
may not be set at Christmas but they 
bring back the spirit of childhood and 
innocence!

6th
While You Were Sleeping

What happens when lonely tollbooth 
operator Lucy (Sandra Bullock) saves 
a man’s life, only to be thought to be 
his fiancée at the hospital? She gains 
a family, friends, and also a love inter-
est. This rom-com has some genuinely 
funny moments - mainly involving 
the family she adopts (“These mashed 
potatoes are so creamy!”) and it re-
ally does encapsulate everything about 
Christmas: family, friends and love.

7th
Mary Poppins

Oh come on! This had to be here! 
Everyone loves Mary Poppins! This 
isn’t set at Christmas either, but who 
cares? What would Christmas be like 
without ‘A Spoonful of Sugar’?

8th
White Christmas (1954)

For those of you who love happy 
endings and cheesy musicals this is 
for you - but for everyone else: reach 
for your bucket, as this musical packs 
as much sap in as is humanly possible. 
With many memorable songs you can 
sing along to, including ‘White Christ-
mas’ and something about counting 
your blessings instead of sheep (urgh!) 
everyone enjoys a happy ending in this 
film, even though it is about the Sec-
ond World War. 

9th
Jumanji/ Beethoven/ Any film 
you watched as a child

I remember watching these films 
when I was really young - and I loved 
them! Relieve your childhood by 
watching something YOU cherished as 
a child! 

10th
Home Alone 1 & 2

These films are AMAZING. They 
have everything in them about Christ-
mas, as well as Macaulay Culkin before 
he… well… you know… it hurts think-
ing about. Anyway, I personally prefer 
the second one, Lost In New York, be-
cause it really shoves Christmas in your 
face and has a more funny and violent 
way of the villains getting hurt, as well 
as a Toy Shop and that bit in the hotel 
when he pretends his Dad is a gangster. 
Just ignore the bird woman.

11th
Little Women (1994)

It’s snowy and cold, and in post-Civil 
war America, Jo (Winona Ryder) and 
her sisters struggle to make life for 
themselves and everyone else a happy 
place. Christmassy, life affirming, as 
well as sad, I think everyone remem-
bers the horrible sister Amy, the piano, 
and the saddest part of all when we re-
alise that Beth isn’t gonna make it…

12th
Groundhog Day

Though technically nothing to do 
with Christmas, it still has a snowy at-
mosphere and someone learns life les-
sons about love. Also this film is just 
so darn brilliant I could watch it every 
day of the year anyway. When anchor-
man Phil (Bill Murray) gets stuck in the 
same day, will he use it to his advantage 
or will he be driven insane? And will 
he ever be able to get the woman of his 
dreams Rita (Andie MacDowell)?

13th
Miracle on 34th Street (1947 or 
1994)

If this film doesn’t make you believe 
in Santa, then nothing will. Father 
Christmas gets taken to court. Every-
one wins (in every way possible). This 
film is the equivalent to a big hunk of 
stinky Cheddar - extremely cheesy. 

14th
Black Christmas (2006)

Getting sick of being happy? Then 
this Christmas themed horror film is 
for you! A psycho escapes from a men-
tal institution and returns to his former 
home - now a sorority house. Cue 
beautiful and really sexy women being 
killed in disgusting ways - eyeballs are 
plucked, heads roll and Christmas trees 
are decorated with body parts - liter-
ally. I just love this film - it is brilliant at 
being truly foul in every way - but still 
makes you feel Christmassy. 

15th
The Snowman (1982)
[the following contains spoilers]

Ignoring the song about Walking In 
The Air, this film is really depressing, 
and is ultimately what Christmas is all 
about. When the Snowman melts at 
the end, I think all of our hopes and 
dreams melt with him (sniff…). But the 
film is still great! 

16th
The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe (1988 BBC Version 
or 2005)

Finally - something with a bit of re-
ligion in! But it still has Santa, talking 
beavers and an enchanted wardrobe 
- a magical Christmas treat! I would 
personally watch both versions back 
to back - the BBC one with buck-
toothed Lucy is just brilliant, but to 
get good graphics watch the modern 
one, as there is only so much you can 
take of flying cartoons mixed in with 
real actors before you laugh uncontrol-
lably. Although saying that, the wolf in 
the old one still scares me - especially 
when Edmund goes to visit the witch 
at her castle and the wolf jumps out. 
And how happy was I when that stupid 
fawn got turned to stone - it’s a shame 
he comes back to life…

17th
An Affair To Remember/ Sleep-
less in Seattle

The first of my back–to-back mara-
thon! I would advise all men to watch 
these with a female present. An Af-
fair To Remember is about a couple 
that meet on a cruise ship and fall in 
love. But I don’t think the male popula-
tion get this film - it reduces women 
to quivering wrecks and leaves men 
confused as to why. Women must be 
present when men watch this so they 
can explain (but I wouldn’t recom-
mend a man watching this unless he 
was forced to anyway). The first film 
is mentioned a lot in the classic Sleep-
less in Seattle - will Meg Ryan and Tom 
Hanks ever meet so that they can fall 
in love?

18th
The Shop Around The Corner/ 
You’ve Got Mail

You’ve Got Mail is a modern remake 
of Shop Around The Corner, so they 
both have the same story. Two people 
fall in love through letters (or email) but 
hate each other in real life. The original 
is more depressing - it has a suicide at-
tempt in it, so for all of you who want 
something that is a bit ‘gritty’ but still 
has a happy ending - this is for you. 
You’ve Got Mail reunites Meg Ryan 
and Tom Hanks to comical effect.

19th
Stardust 

Awesome film. It is modern, but I’m 
sure it will make its way onto many 
people’s Christmas rotations. Set in 
a fantasy land next to the real world, 
a young boy has to catch a star, who 
is now a woman, for the girl of his 
dreams, only to be chased by everyone 
for it. An all-star cast and great script 
make this film sparkle. 

20th
Call Me Claus

Every 200 years, Santa must be re-
placed by a new person - this time it is 
Lucy (Whoopi Goldberg), a workohol-
ic TV producer who hates Christmas. 
How will she cope when Santa tells her 
it is her destiny to be the next Father 
Christmas? Low budget, but Whoopi 
always delivers.

21st
A Disney film of your choice

Christmas is nearly there - treat your-
self to a Disney classic! I would proba-
bly choose Bedknobs and Broomsticks 
or The Sword In The Stone - but eve-
ryone has their own favourites. How 
about Toy Story 1 or 2?

22nd
Santa Claus The Movie

This film is shown every single year 
on TV- and I’m not sure why! You ei-
ther love it or hate it - so watch it to 
be entertained or watch it and laugh at 
Dudley Moore and John Lithgow in all 
their 80’s glory.

23rd
Watch something religious

Well ‘tis the season - right? Whether 
or not you believe it’s always good to 
see something about the real meaning 
of Christmas. The Nativity Story is a 
good self-explanatory starting point, 
or you could watch The Passion of The 
Christ to get into the story a little bit 
further on…

A ny excuse to watch more 
films is always a good 
excuse and with all the 
time off we get at this 
time of the year, Christ-

mas is such a great time to watch as 
many films as possible! But just in case 
you aren’t sure which festive flicks are 
worth your time, I decided to make 
an advent calendar full of fun films 
all about Christmas (or they at least 

evoke what Christmas is all about). So 
join an internet film rental site, get to 
your local library, go to HMV or beg 
borrow and steal as many films as you 
can and lock yourself into your house 
(with ample food supplies of course) so 
that you can begin your festive movie 
marathon instead of doing essays, lab 
reports, reading, and visiting dull rela-
tives! Because, after all, isn’t that the 
real spirit of Christmas?

film.felix@imperial.ac.uk
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Hot Chip
Made In The Dark
EMI

If you’ve not moved your arms and legs rhythmically up and down 
to the sound of Ready for the Floor at least once in some skanky 
indie club then what the fuck have you been doing for the last year? 
While arguably not their best album, Made in The Dark has been a 
pretty massive success for Hot Chip, getting top marks from hun-
dreds of critics and even a respectable 7.012/10 from Pitchfork. 
Who would have known that mixing synthy electropop with nerdy 
virginal vocals would have made such a well received album.

Foals
Antidotes
Sub Pop

“Thats one step one step two step, thats two steps two steps speed 
bikes, thats one step one step two step, thats two step dance step 
speed bikes, thats one side one side one side, thats one side two 
steps speed bikes, lets swim lets swim lets swim this song, lets 
swim lets swim lets swim this song”. Nice.

Is this math-rock? Math-pop? Indie-dance-math-punk? Whatev-
er, its ace and you knows it. I once sat next to them in Durrr - does 
that make me cool? Damn right it does.

Flying Lotus
Los Angeles
Warp Records

This album is the definition of the underground L.A. sound, em-
bodying the best of a new emerging scene that has come out of The 
Angels in the last few years - eclectic electro (eclectro) synth, bass 
heavy and floral.

Relatively new to the music scene with only a couple of odd 
samplers and EP’s to this name, this release is Flying Lotus’ first 
to achieve any amount of mainstream success, and hopefully not 
the last.

Los Campesinos!
Hold On Now, Youngster...
Wichita

I still can’t say it right, what kind of a stupid name is this anyway? 
Luckily for them our reviewers say that they’ve got the tunes to 
pull it off (that means, the music sounds good, not it is nice to 
masturbate to). Personally, I’m more of Jofo fan, not that the two 
are mutually exclusive, but for kind of similar sounding bands 
there has to be a bit of favouritism.

Don’t get me wrong, it’s a great album and anyone who don’t like 
‘You Me Dancing’ or ‘My Year in Lists’ don’t got no brains. 

M83
Saturdays=Youth
EMI

An album looking back at teenage troubles in the 80’s doesn’t 
sound too appealing does it? Well you’re wrong there, it’s a great 
idea. A loving homage to the past, Saturdays=Youth manages to 
sounds fresh and exciting without ending up cheesy or clichéd as 
could have happened if the album hadn’t been masterminded by 
electronic-shoe-party god Anthony Gonzalez.

There’s no filler here – each song fits perfectly, meaning this 
album well deserves it’s place in any end of year list.

MGMT
Oracular Spectacular
SonyBMG

MGMT are pretty big up in the game right about now, but do you 
really like them? Really? Don’t you think they are a bit ‘flavour of 
the month’? Will you be listening to this band in a year’s time? 
When your kids search through your CD collection in 20 years and 
find your copy of Oracular Spectacular, will you be able to say with 
pride “That’s what we used to listen to, not like that shit you and 
your idiot mates listen to now” or will you feel a pang of shame that 
you spent your life listening to this emotionless vacuous drivel?

Portishead
Third
Universal

“If I gotsta bring it to you cowards then its gonna be quick /All your 
mens up in the jail before, suck my dick / And all them other cats 
you run with - get done with, dumb quick / How the fuck you gon-
na cross the dog with some bum shit?” It’s Beth Gibbobs distinctive 
voice and vocal style which makes this album recognisable as Port-
ishead. Musically it’s more experimental than their previous work 
with a darker, more gritty atmosphere. With the support of nearly 
all our reviewers, Portishead must be doing something right.

TV On The Radio
Dear Science
4ad

TV or ‘television’ is a popular entertainment medium involving 
both visual stimuli and audio ones. Radio as a medium only en-
compasses the latter of these. For TV to be on the radio, one would 
miss the visual part of the broadcast all together, only experiencing 
the audio part. Thus, the band ‘TV On The Radio’ either have little 
conception of these two media platforms, or else are indulging in 
some kind of ironic funny-business. Careful, boys! Irony can be a 
slippery adversary, but if you master her you will be rewarded.

Vampire Weekend
Vampire Weekend
XL Recordings

‘K’ is an important letter to pronounce correctly when addressing 
a Russian bartender. “Voda” is water, while “Vodka” is a beverage. 
The ‘k’ is equally important for Vampire Weekend, being the elev-
enth letter and beginning of the fourth syllable of their name.

Their s/t album was one of those records filled with summery 
pop songs that can be heard everywhere constantly for the three 
months we have away from this godawful place. Something about 
Paul Simon having done it all before….

Youthmovies
Good Nature
Drowned in Sound

With a dramatic change in sound to go with their new shortened 
name, Youthmovies’ experimental pop album Good Nature made 
a large impact on the blogging scene but didn’t receive the main-
stream success that it well deserves. 

Mixing loads of genres up in one album normally leads to a dis-
jointed, haphazard feel but Youthmovies manage to pull it all to-
gether crafting an excellent album of musical song rhythm/tune 
combos.
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A retrospective: Top ten of 2008
Two plus eight equals ten. Top ten! 2008 has been a memorable year in music, and it is with a heavy heart 
and several crates of Lambrini Bucks Fizz that we will soon see it draw to a close. So what does 2009 have to 
contend with? Here’s felix’s top ten albums of 2008 as voted for by the music.felix reviewing team.

The third single from The Shortwave 
Set’s Danger Mouse-produced so-
phomore album sees these “Victorian 
Funksters” continue in their quirky, 
psychedelic-pop ways. ‘Glitches ‘n’ 
Bugs’ is a bouncy whirl of sunshine-y 
fluff with the kind of crunchy lo-fi pro-
duction that’s straight out of The Flam-
ing Lips’ school of not-quite-from-this-
plane-of-existence whimsy. Pettitt and 
Bjorsne take turns on singing verses 
before duet-ing on the euphoric cho-
rus. I couldn’t tell you what they’re go-
ing on about and they very much stick 
to pop’s “everything must rhyme!” style 
of song writing, but I guess that only 
makes the tune even more insanely 
catchy. The single includes a club-
ready mix, but it’s Marshmallow Mike’s 
remix that’s worth noting as he piles up 
the psychedelia, slathers on the synths 
and splatters chirping electronica all 
over the track. It’s the kind of song that 
makes you open your window in the 
morning hoping to see people bounc-
ing to work on space-hoppers while 
your house functions with the aid of 
clunky Wallace and Gromit-esque con-
traptions. Or something.

Jorge Costa

The music world’s most impressively 
moustached man (yeah, keep trying 
Eugene Hütz!) is currently touring 
the U.K. in a welcome return to work-
ing with his band of 25 years, the Bad 
Seeds, who (in my opinion) boast the 
best band name of all time. 

Having turned his hand to writing 
soundtracks, screenplays, and acting, 
Nick is back doing what he does best: 
bellowing out his own poetic lyrics in 
his distinctive deep, sexy growl. 

Constantly referred to as something 
of a goth-rock-postpunk-country-
experimental-ballad-songwriter, I feel 
Nick Cave has skated around such 
genre labels with ease, and with a back 
catalogue several pages long, carved 
his own distinct and incomparable 
sound. 

Their recent album: “Dig!!! Lazarus 
Dig!!!” is one of their best, raw and 
beautiful from the first track to the 
last, a sweeping landscape of deep 
basslines, twangy scratchy guitars and 
gospel-like organs. It is good enough 
that you will forgive them for the su-
perfluous punctuation in the title. 

Nick Cave has shed the tragic tor-
tured soul crooning that reverberates 
through previous albums but retained 
the dark humour, strong imagery and 
raw sexuality which have always been 
strong themes in his music. 

Nick Cave certainly seems to find 
himself in a much better place these 
days than his years addicted to heroin 
and frequently dropping acid could 

The Hours, Antony Genn and Martin 
Slattery, already have a pretty impres-
sive CV between them boasting work-
ing with the Joe Strummer, Pulp, and 
Elastica. I guess I shouldn’t have been 
quite so surprised when Ronnie Wood 
bustles past me to try and get a bit 
nearer the front. Also in attendance 
was Serj from Kasabian. 

The venue, Proud Galleries, tucked 
away inside the stables market in 
Camden is an amazing conversion 
of a stable block retaining most of its 
original features creating quite a sur-
real atmosphere. This continued when 
the band took to the stage in front of 

Tape Song is the latest offering from 
Allison Mosshart and James Hince 
as the Kills. Mossharts voice, ini-
tially quite understated, seduces you 
through the song to a more urgent 
chorus with simple repeated lyrics, 
‘You’ve got to go steal ahead’. The band 
has always shown a tendency for mini-
malist lyrics, this being no exception. 
Production seems to have stepped up a 
few notches for the single version, and 
makes it certainly one of their more 
radio friendly songs but at the expense 
of something very fundamental. The 
band’s lofi charm and raw energy are 
diffused by extra layers such as added 
guitars, and it makes the song sound 
bit too polished for its own good. The 
B Side ‘London Hates You’ on the 
other hand feels like the band are back 
in their natural environment. It’s raw 
with fuzzy edges and hints at influ-
ences such as The Velvet Underground 
and PJ Harvey. Despite perhaps being 
overdressed, Tape Song has a good 
skeleton underneath and if your in-
trigued I would definitely recommend 
checking out the single’s parent album 
‘Midnight Boom’. 

If you haven't already heard about Gas-
light Anthem, chances are you will be 
hearing a lot about them in the next 
year to come. Hailing from the home-
state of Bruce Springsteen and the 
more punkier likes of Bouncing Souls 
and Thursday, this young New Jersey 
quartet have managed to reference all 
these diverse influences in a soul-stir-
ring brew of soulful punk and bluesy 
tinges with their latest effort the ‘59 
sound’. Having recently finished a gi-
ant US tour with Alkaline Trio, Thrice 
and Rise Against, Gaslight Anthem are 
in UK for a mere three dates as warm-
up to their full European tour next 
year, which is going to include a head-
line slot for the NME Awards Show at 
Shepherds Bush Empire. The Astoria 
II show tonight is completely sold out, 
most likely driven by the flurry of re-
cent media activity surrounding the 
band, including rave reviews for the 
album and their previous gigs in the 
capital and a coveted slot at Reading 
Festival from the likes of Rolling Stone, 
Pitchfork and Kerrang to name but a 
few magazines. 

The two support bands for tonight's 
show are the King Blues and Former 
Cell Mates, both London-based hy-
brid-punk bands that are part of a 

Single Review
The Shortwave Set
Glitches ‘n’ Bugs
Wall of Sound
HHHHI

It is time that we wrapped up this year 
for good. I’m sure that Christmas is on 
your mind. Mince pies, mulled wine, 
Santa and his little helpers dishing 
out presents, carol singing, Christ-
mas music helping to get your feet and 
toes moving and even hopefully being 
granted with a white Christmas and 
some mischief under the mistletoe. It’s 
open-ended for sure. Talking of Christ-
mas tunes, Christmas hasn’t officially 
arrived until I hear my favourite which 
is the classic ‘Last Christmas.’ How can 
one resist a bit of Wham? You might, 
but I admit defeat on this one. ‘Last 
Christmas, I gave you my heart/But the 
very next day, You gave it away/This 
year, to save me from tears/ I’ll give it 

to someone special.’
For me, like any reasonable being, 

Christmas is a time of reflection where 
I think, honestly, what has happened 
to me this year, if anything at all. Cli-
chéd and all, but you cannot forget 
the good, the bad and the miscellane-
ous that touched our lives this year. In 
terms of music, this last issue of the 
term, we have a diverse array of the 
‘Top 10 albums of the 2008,’ compiled 
by our lovely and faithful reviewers. 
2008 has brought us a mixed bag of 
musical talents, from Duffy to Cage 
the Elephant to Katy Perry. Personally, 
I have fallen for Bon Iver, not the usual, 
conventional type of mainstream pop/
rock band that have catapulted onto 
the scene this year. What captured 
me and many other listeners is prob-
ably their effortless beautiful, laidback 

indie rock/folk acoustic style of ambi-
ence and emotive soundscapes, devoid 
of complication, of artificialness and 
overuse of fancy technology, with only 
the aching poignancy of the music dic-
tating it all. Diverging from my roots 
in the so-called mainstream music, I 
haven’t regretted picking up this album 
and adding it to my Itunes library. Be 
brave and try new things. That is one 
of my inherent mottos that I have ad-
hered to as a kid and I shall continue 
to stick to it, regardless of outside in-
terference. So, let’s see if any of the fin-
est records of the year has winded up 
in your collections or not, if not, some 
useful hinting to Santa could well do 
the job. Don’t be afraid of listening to 
new music/bands/artists, because if 
you don’t give it a chance, how can you 
even honestly put your hand on your 

My Top 10 albums of 2008

1. The Killers -Day and Age
2. Bon Iver -For Emma, 
  Forever Ago
3. Goldfrapp -Seventh Tree
4. Keane- Perfect Symmetry
5. Hot Chip- Made in the Dark
6. Pendulum- In Silico
7. Coldplay- Viva la Vida
8. Jamie Lidell- Jim
9. The Verve- Forth
10. MGMT- Oracular
   Spectacular

Single Review
The Kills
Tape Song/ London Hates You
Domino
HHHHI

Gig Review
The Hours
Proud Galleries, Camden

HHIII

The Hours bathed in green & magenta, feeling the festive cheer for sure 

Gig Review
Gaslight Anthem 
Astoria II

HHHHH

Latest singles & live gig reviews for your pleasure

Musical highlights of 2008
Susan Yu

Music Editor

heart and say damn you, it sucks like 
hell and I’m gonna bin it now. There 
you go. Lecture over. Let’s hope 2009 
will bring us with more stunning mu-
sic, seeing the return of Franz Ferdi-
nand, U2, Michael Jackson and many 
more. See you all next year! Bon Iver aka Justin Vernon

Christopher Walmsley

Christopher Walmsley

a large Damien Hirst designed psyca-
delic skull whom is another one of the 
group’s ‘Famous Friends’. 

Taking to the stage, the band played 
through a set of piano and guitar based 
Britpop starting with fan favourite, 
the anthemic single from their previ-
ous album ‘Ali in the Jungle’ which sets 
the room pulsating with energy. As 
the evening progresses its clear some 
songs are stronger than others. For ex-
ample their new single, piano led ‘See 
the Light’ contrastingly was far less up-
beat and felt rather bloated. It seemed 
to meander around the point, trickling 
rather than flowing with the more am-
bient landscape of the song becoming 
gradually disinteresting. 

Unfortunately there are countless 
other bands with this sort of sound and 
tonight The Hours didn’t really exhibit 
anything to distinguish them from the 
pack. There was energy and the per-
formance very technically very good, 
but there wasn’t really a spark in their 
music to entice me. 

Ushnish Banerjee

now-burgeoning underground scene 
that is on the brink of breaking out into 
the mainstream. Former Cell Mates 
put on a decent show with their brand 
of good-time rock and just like a good 
appetiser when you're dining out, it 
makes you itch for the main meal and 
the crowd's anticipation for the head-
line act is already getting feverish. That 
the gig is on a Friday night means that 
getting slightly tanked is entirely justi-
fiable, so the bars at the former Mean 
Fiddler venue are being kept busy, as 
the punters all join in for a few drinks 
to lubricate themselves for the night 
ahead. 

Next up are the King Blues, a band 
that have the makings of UK's very own 
Bedouin Soundclash, they really get 
the crowd going with their feel-good 
anthemic choruses and fusion of reg-
gae, urban and punk in one passionate 
mix. The highlight of their set comes 
when they dedicate a song to the Brit-
ish Nationalist Party in one visceral 
and bileful reggae track which sees the 
singer really coming into his own with 
biting aggression and a palpable con-
tempt towards the rascist ideals of the 
notorious political party. 

With the support bands out of the 
way, all that's left is for Gaslight An-
them to show if they're worth as much 
live as they are on record. Opening 
their set with the Dickens-influenced 
‘Great Expectations’, the band are ab-
solutely on fire tonight and that the 
crowd is singing back every word of 
every song shows just how much im-
pact this quartet is having on our capi-
tal. Ploughing through a passionate set 
that includes such gems as their latest 

single 'Old White Lincoln' and the title 
track of the album '59 sound', singer 
Brian Fallon shows just how much 
heart and soul a guy can put into his 
songs as he has every member of the 
1000-strong crowd in the palm of his 
hand. At the bar, I even talked to a 
few guys who trekked all the way from 
Cornwall to come see 'their favourite 
band' just for the single show. 

I have been to a lot of gigs in my time 
and I must say that I have never expe-
rienced an atmosphere so friendly and 
passionate from a crowd as tonight, 
this gig had the magical workings of 
one which sees a band being propelled 
to the ranks of legends simply through 

their ability to just mesmerise audi-
ences with an arsenal of intricate and 
soul-stirring tunes. Just before the set 
closer, Brian Fallon takes a humble op-
portunity to thank the crowd for show-
ing them the intense love and support 
they are receiving in the UK before 
closing the set with the anthemic 'Say 
I Won’t Recognise' from their first re-
lease from 2007. For those fortunate 
enough to have attended this gig, it is 
truly a memory to embrace as this will 
probably be one of the last opportuni-
ties to witness Gaslight Anthem at a 
venue the size of Astoria, they are defi-
nitely destined for bigger things in the 
very near future. 

Gig Review
Nick Cave

HHHHI

Alexandra Ashford

have led to (Shane McGowan has not 
been so lucky…).

His enthusiasm and love of perform-
ing shines through as he giddily darts 
around the stage in ways a skinny-
jeaned indie front man half his age 
wouldn’t keep up with. 

The Bad Seeds consist of men with 
various degrees of facial hair rang-
ing from clean shaven to full on hobo 
beard, with a plethora of keyboards, 
drum kits and musical instruments 
which they play with the incredible 
skill and relaxed ease that must only 
come from decades of playing.

The Troxy is an interesting choice 
of venue, a pastel-coloured, art deco 
listed building out on the DLR line in 
Limehouse, usually used for weddings 
and conferences. 

The sound quality however, was 
closer to perfection than most regular 
gig venues can achieve. Being slightly 
late due to vague directions (3 minutes 
walk from Limehouse, but which di-
rection?) the band were finishing their 
opening song when I walked in, before 
launching into the title track of “Dig!!! 
Lazarus Dig!!!” which stirred up the at-
mosphere with it’s punchy chanting.

“Black Betty” is an old American folk 
song made famous by Leadbelly in the 
1940s, given fresh drive by tribal drum-
ming and Nick Cave’s deep roar. The 
high point of the set was “The Mercy 
Seat”, a haunting rapturous anthem, 
telling the tale of a man about to be 
electrocuted by electric chair. (Which, 
by the way, is a song written by Nick 
Cave that was covered by Johnny Cash, 
as many supposed Cash aficionados 
ought to learn.) 

The band finished by taking requests 
from the audience which included “We 
Call Upon the Author” as well as “I Let 
Love In” and what Nick Cave sardoni-
cally called his most spiritual song, 
“Hard on for Love”.

Gaslight Anthem just chillin’, relaxin and all that stuff
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Rosie Grayburn
Food Editor

W e all feel like foie 
gras at the mo-
ment. It’s the party 
season, which un-
doubtedly means 

attending multiple turkey-worshipping 
sessions, scoffing canapés as if your life 
depends on it and consuming more 
than your fair share of port and other 
festive beverages. Just like those poor 
geese we are stuffing our bellies to the 
point of discomfort and stretching our 
stomachs in anticipation of The Big 
One on Christmas Day. Why do we do 
it to ourselves? 

I suppose such feasting and over-
indulgence is not a modern concept at 
all. At the slightest hint of their supe-
riority, the Ancients feasted for days 
on end on luxurious morsels and dor-
mice while planning the building of a 
large phallic monument to themselves. 
Nothing’s changed then. 

This Saturday, our flat is holding its 
2nd annual Beef Wellington Evening. 
It’s that one night of the year where 
Asda Smart Price gets abandoned and 
replaced by the most expensive cut of 
meat our butcher can offer. As a pre-
cursor to this feasting and gluttony 
I had to cleanse my conscience and 
ease my lapsed-Catholic guilt by buy-
ing multiple gifts for relatives from 
Oxfam Unwrapped. I couldn’t afford 
to buy my step-dad a bog or a llama so 
he will have to settle with a home im-
provement kit for a disaster area [and 
hopefully take the HINT]. My god-
daughter-niece hybrid will receive 100 
School Dinners for African children, 
not Turbo Princess Barbie. Conscience 
cleaned. Job done. 

As a closet vegetarian, I would dearly 
like to include more veggie recipes and 
articles in the food section. Reader, if 
you swing the same way as me please 
do get in touch with ideas. I don’t 
know how to come out! I think it would 
ruin my relationship with my boy-
friend because he is an out and proud 
carnivore. 

I first realised I was a faux-vegetari-
an when we were joined by the Vegan 
branch of the family for Christmas last 
year. The imagination that went into 
our planning of the day’s meal was in-
fectious. We had delicious Black Bean 
and Nut Roast, Cranberry and Cashew 
Croquettes and a vast selection of col-

A Very Merry 
Vegan Christmas?

ourful vegetables. 
Sounds delectable but the lifestyle 

change that you incur when you be-
come a vegan is large enough that you 
have to go to that part of the supermar-
ket where only hemp-clad people go... 
I could never do it. Also, the hassle of 
buying soya based milk, cheese and 
ice-cream is just too much. Vegetari-
anism is the way to go. 

Harking back to last week’s food 
column, Afonso needn’t worry. Cafe 
Forum/House of Coffees is safe. Well, 
the Gloucester Road branch anyway. 
Those of you who frequent the above-
ground route to South Kensington tube 
will have possibly noted a new cafe at 
the bottom of Exhibition Road? It’s of-
ficial – there is a new Cafe Forum!! The 
owners have indeed branched out and 
opened ANOTHER.

 Before you doubt me, I have tried it 
out and it serves the same pizzas, din-
ners, coffee cups, croissants... This is 
the Gloucester Road version’s younger, 
cleaner, South Kensington dwelling 
cousin. The decor is more farmhouse-
kitchen than kitsch and the place was 
empty compared to the original. The 
atmosphere will come with time, so 
now you know about it go and fill the 
place! All it needs is its student popu-
lation and habitual old men playing 
chess at midnight.

My degree of choice (Chemistry) 
combines quite well with my love of 
cooking. As my food simmers and 
cooks, I love to think of all those mol-
ecules diffusing, breaking down and 
changing state in order to make me 
a tasty dinner. The Royal Society of 
Chemistry have also caught on to the 
exciting topic of Food Chemistry, so I 
leave you with a short riddle from the 
RSC to share with family and friends 
this Christmas.

Ingredients:
85g of polysaccharide powder, kitch-
en grade 
1g of sodium chloride, NaCl, table 
grade 
1 egg (or 2 in areas of high altitude)
Solution of 230cm3 reduced-lipid 
bovine lactate 
20cm3 H2O 
1-2 tbsp beef dripping

Answers on a postcard.

The Boys are Back in Town.

Bar and Grill’ in Covent Garden re-
cently opened the equally eponymous 
‘Gilmour’s’. Located on Park Walk in 
Chelsea, just by the HSBC bank on 
the corner of Fulham Road, Gilmour’s 
is billed being the English counterpart 
to Christopher’s, that is, contemporary 
yet understated food based on fine in-
gredients. Resplendent in its ever ex-
panding honours list, felix was lucky 
enough to be invited to make a wel-
come foray into the world of Chelsea 
dining. After wondering whether the 
clientele would realise our suits cost 
less than they would spent on a loaf of 
bread, we were greeted by the restaura-
teur himself. We were sat in the heart 
of the restaurant, and were able to ob-
serve the magic happening, with “Jeff 
the Chef” formerly of the Rex Whistler 
restaurant at the Tate Britain keeping 
an impressively un-Ramsayesque cool 
head when faced with a busy Friday 
night.

On first glance, it may seem that the 
menu is perhaps a little safe, uninspired 
even. However, after having eaten the 
food itself it becomes apparent that 
this is Gilmour’s greatest strength. The 
purpose of the food is not to be overtly 
delicate and ornate, but to give pleas-
ure to the customers - the portions are 
refreshingly large, and ridiculous gar-
nishes are not to be found anywhere. 
This is a whistle stop tour of the high-
lights of British cuisine, albeit taste-
fully modernised and with a few gems 
from abroad thrown in to give balance 
and variety. 

Almost inevitably, given Gilmour’s 
other culinary ventures, there is a 
strong influence from across the pond. 
Beefburgers, cranberries, the Caesar 
salad (technically a Mexican invention, 
fact fans) sit alongside shepherd’s pie, 
Oxfordshire blue cheese and cod and 
cockle fishcakes. Similarities continue 
with the obvious emphasis and atten-

Gilmour’s HHHHand a half!

9 Park Walk, SW10 OAJ
Phone: 020 7349 6800
www.gilmoursparkwalk.com

Price: £30 per head

tion to detail placed on steak. Two 
different sized rib-eyes are available 
at Gilmour’s, both twenty eight day 
matured Aberdeen shorthorn cattle, 
naturally. In my infinite generosity, I 
allowed my not-so-glamorous date for 
the evening, wannabe ‘gastronaught’ 
Mr. Gault, select the steak freeing me 
to instead choose the Suffolk belly 
pork. Impressively this came with a 
generous portion of the most perfectly 
cooked crackling I have ever tasted. 
Although, to my heathen palate a lit-
tle more of the slow gin gravy would 
have been desirable, the feather light, 
creamy mashed potato more than 
made up for it. Seafood lovers are also 
excellently catered for, with sea bass 
fillet and lemon sole with chips being 
two of the main courses on offer.

The dessert menu exemplifies all 
that is good about the Gilmour’s ethos. 
That most classic yet maligned of Brit-
ish deserts, the knickerbocker glory, 
provides the taste buds with a welcome 
nostalgia trip to the English seaside. 

The walnut and cranberry tartlet I 
chose managed was certainly my per-
sonal highlight of the meal. And don’t 
get me started on its accompaniment, 
Calvados cream. Calvados is a French 
apple brandy that, as a drink, I can take 
or leave. But in cream it is transformed 
into the food of the gods. The memory 
of it makes me salivate. 

So there you have it: nice boutique 
restaurant in Chelsea officially better 
than the boxed noodle gloop in the 
SAF. Whilst Gilmour’s is undoubtedly 
towards the top end of the average stu-
dent, you are certainly getting value for 
money. Expect to pay £30-35 a head for 
three courses, coffee, and a cheapish 
bottle of wine. It is definitely more of 
a place to take a loved one rather than 
a big gaggle of friends, and the warm 
cosy atmosphere is romantic but in a 
natural, unforced way.

For lovers of food and drink one of the 
most amazing things about studying at 
Imperial must be the sheer variety of 
markets, cafés, delis and restaurants 
throughout London. From Bengali to 
French, Moroccan, Thai, Turkish or 
even the “modern fusion” to be found 
in the SAF, the capital offers gastro-
nomic choices in abundance; indeed 
you could argue that the hardest part 
of eating out is deciding where exactly 
to dine. 

 Undoubtedly the best way to find 
quality places to satisfy your ravenous 
student appetite and avoid some of 
the utter shite out there is to get a rec-
ommendation from someone, at least 
then the place is tried and tested. But 
where should you start if you are new 
to food scene, strapped for cash and 
your friends are generally prefer lager 
to langoustine?

Firstly do your research. Decide if 
you are going out with friends or with 
someone special, have an idea of your 
budget, scour the internet, read the 
reviews and check out the restaurant 
website. Secondly in my experience 
you can’t go wrong with a well re-
spected name. There are a good many 
restaurateurs that own upmarket res-
taurants, that also run smaller, less ex-
pensive places that are well on the way 
to serving exceptional food and are still 
within a student budget for that special 
occasion.

Christopher Gilmour, owner of the 
eponymous ‘Christopher’s American 

So named because it originates from a woman in 
Switzerland who passed this recipe onto my moth-
er. Her name and relation to my mother have since 
been forgotten. Such information is deemed use-
less and irrelevant when pouring love and effort 
into this cake and subsequently wolfing it down. 
At school I used to bring this cake in every year on 
my birthday and it was reduced to a small pile of 
crumbs well before the bell to signal the end to our 
morning break. 
At first I resolved never to pass on this recipe but 
I thought I would for the sake of others who will 
hopefully fall into a deep cocoa/sugar intoxication 
after eating a substantial portion! 

When it comes to baking the quantities are a rough 
guide: I like to add just a splash more of the “rich-
er” ingredients (cocoa powder, chocolate sauce, 
cream) just to really make it more indulgent and it 
usually works wonders for the end product.
Ground almonds makes this a pricier cake to bake 
but as far as I’m concerned good food is worth 
spending money on as it is, after all, necessary to 
live. This is best cooked in an electric oven. A fan 
oven will make it ever so slightly drier.

Pre-heat the oven to 180°C.

Mix together in a bowl the dry ingredients:

2 cups of self raising flour
1 cup of cane sugar
1 cup of ground almonds
1 cup of chocolate powder (I use Green and Blacks 
Hot Chocolate Drink)
Pinch of saltSwiss Chocolate Cake

2 tsp baking powder

Mix together in a separate bowl the wet ingredients:

1 cup of cream
1 cup of milk
2 eggs
125g chocolate sauce (M&S Fair Trade Dark choco-
late truffle sauce: heat the pot up in the microwave 
until its liquid and add just over half. Keep the rest 
to smother on top after the cake has cooled)

Combine the wet and dry ingredients, folding them 
into each other.
Put into any cake tin you like. It is best to line with 
greased greaseproof paper. 
Bake in the oven for approx. 50-60 mins although all 
ovens vary. If you are using cupcake moulds, reduce 
the cooking time by approximately half. The liquid-
ity of the batter will also affect baking time so keep 
checking the cake with a ‘skewer’ (a knitting needle 
or chopstick is perfect) after 45 mins, every 5-10 mins 
or so. Once the skewer comes out clean the cake is 
done. If you notice the cake is getting a little burnt on 
top half way through baking then lie tin foil over the 
top. Remember, never open the oven before half the 
baking time has elapsed or the cake will sink.

Icing options: I usually pour over some of the re-
maining chocolate sauce and it let harden.
A slice served drizzled (or doused!) with double 
cream is also delicious. NEVER taint this recipe with 
pre-prepared icings or canned whipped cream.

Writtten and Created by Caz Knight
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James Copley and Joe Gault salivate over tarts and [pork] belly 

A typical veggie Christmas dinner. Mmmmmm A
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Peter Molyneux wants 
Imperial students!
Read the exclusive 
interview for details OUT 

NOW
!
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Who decides what I wear? 
Caz Knight reasons why the latest trend is actually the latest trend on the high street

A fashion is merely a form 
of ugliness so unbearable 
that we are compelled to 
alter it every six months. 
And wasn’t Oscar Wilde 

right. But fashion is meant to be a 
beautiful thing. Something that allures 
us, entrances us and helps us achieve 
anything from elevated self-esteem to 
making a statement, from making us 
more attractive to the opposite sex to 
competing with the same sex. If fash-
ion were not something attractive and 
tasteful then why would we buy it in 
the first place and why would there be 
a need for such sharp changes at the 
turn of every season? Of course, the 
why is a combination of keeping things 
fresh and to avoid the feeling that our 
clothes are stagnating on our backs. 
The other, more obvious reason, is a 
money making one used by the fashion 
houses and designers - for it is essen-
tially these people who hold the fate of 
our apparel in their hands. 

The return of plaid shirts to this win-
ter’s fashion landscape is an example of 
a recent trend. But who decided it was 
to be a must-have? 
Some designer at 
one or another brand 
would have come up 
with the idea, made it 
a feature of the shop’s 
inventory and a few ar-
ticles and features in the 
magazines later, we are 
all grappling for them. 
This would apply to plaid 
as well as any en vogue 
colour, style of trouser 
or shirt, shoe, ensemble 
etc. Why did designers 
choose to bring back long 
tops that drown anyone short-
er than 5’7”, making them look 
pregnant at the same time? This ques-
tion is pretty unanswerable and would 
involve traveling to the core of a par-
ticular designer’s psyche to find these 
answers (perhaps he saw some despi-
cable celebrity wearing one at Mahiki.) 
The point I am trying to make is that a 
season’s trends are essentially dictated 

Double-Sided Tights
The effin’ definition of SICK. I 
wish even I could wear them 
without looking like a ladyboy-
tramp. Chanel showcased 
these in their Fall/Winter 2008 
collection, and I’m surprised 
they’re not the big thing right 
now. Before H&M or Topshop 
get their mass-producing 
paws all over these, snap up a 
pair. Two-tone tights are styl-
ish as fuck; YSL 60s style. Add 
that little special something to 
your newest outfit. Do it. Now.

Simon Amstell
The Never Mind the Buzzcocks 
host has been peddling the 
whole indie-adult look since 
he took over the show. He’s 
a little hit-and-miss. He can 
look proper sharp in some of 
his outfits, but 100% horren-
dous in others. I wonder if he 
dresses himself or a dresser 
does? Either way, his comedic 
timing and nous makes up for 
a rather questionable stye. 
More sick then shit, if you like.

Ugg Boots
If you didn’t think Ugg Boots 
looked atrocious on girls, can 
you now agree with every-
one else that they look plain 
fucking hideous on men. I 
don’t care if Ben Affleck, Leo 
Di Caprio or Ronnie Wood has 
been seen in them. No shape 
and no style. Boys, do not 
invest. From what I predict/
hope, this Ugg-wearing phase 
is transient. Eskimos on the 
other hand, you lot are fine.

 

SICK

SHIT

by the clothing shops, the people who 
design clothes for them and the subse-
quent “fashionistas” who expound  on 
these trends as law in the magazines. 

So, we have our shops full of attire for 
our choosing and buying. Why do we 
just happen to like what is in the shops? 
A lot of us don’t, such as I. I would love 
to pull off a plaid shirt as I have seen 
people look gorgeous in them, but it 
just won’t happen. I deplore the style of 
coats around at the moment - a lot of 
which are a relatively good fit around 
the chest and shoulders and then ex-
pand out like a triangle, again, making 
the wearer look pregnant unless they 
have a BMI below 10. I am in a position 
to comment on this season’s coats hav-
ing wasted a great deal of time on the 
high street only to find a long, green 
coat, ten years my senior, in a vintage 
shop at a fraction of the price. And I 
look amazing in it.

A fashion then becomes fashionable 
because a substantial number of peo-
ple adhere to it following indoctrina-
tion by the brands. Perhaps the small-
minded nature of man is brought out in 

us when it comes to fash-
ion as we go along and 
copy how those around 
us are dressing. Maybe it 
is an inherent instinct to 
fit in and be accepted. I 
hope this is not the case, 
although, one would be 
forgiven for doing so as 
it is easy to underesti-

mate the colossal pres-
sure exerted on us 

by society these 
days, thanks to 
an endless ac-
cess to media. 

Obviously, not 
everyone follows fashion. 

And there is not just one 
fashion, there are many tributaries of 
fashion along which to ride on and we 
are at liberty to switch on a daily ba-
sis. The clothes I wear are entirely in-
dicative of my mood, how I feel about 
myself, and what sort of look I want to 
work, not having found a niche I am 

completely comfortable with. I would 
fall more into the fashionista category. 
A rise in vintage shops means we are 
much more at liberty to choose our 
own fashion as we have access to those 
from yesteryear, as my recent shopping 
trip demonstrated. 

What may be trendy and flattering 
on one person could be a disaster for 
another. Most cuts of top, trouser and 
dress at the present moment are all det-
rimental for my figure. At only 5’4” it is 
sensible for me to wear short skirts and 
dresses to make me look less tiny. I am 
also more comfortable baring my legs 
(not necessarily out of vanity). How-
ever, all the short dresses and skirts are 
designed for taller people and so fall to 
my knees rather than mid thigh. Most 
‘normal’ length tops fall well past my 
hips which is something else I hate. 
One redeeming quality of Topshop is 
their ‘petite’ section which is a dream 
come true for me as I am able to find 
those short, tight tops I love. 

So, why do a lot of us just happen to 
like what is in fashion and what makes 
us look back on it with hindsight in 
disgust? The 90s were abhorrent (not 
just in a fashion sense), so why did we 
ever sport greasy curtains (the men at 
any rate), denim jackets, baggy t-shirts 
with leggings (of which I am guilty of, 

but my eight-year-old folly should be 
excused) and tie-dye? In ten years I am 
pretty sure the thought of Ugg boots 
will be recoiled at; I already do. Don’t 
even get me started on Crocs. Fashion 
is a fickle thing but not as fickle as our 
tastes. Getting to the roots of what ex-
actly it is that makes us like something 
is still an issue under much study by 
anthropologists and neuroscientists 
alike. 

If we look at what the first cave men 
started to wear (fur mainly: I am a 
massive fan, to hell with the ethics of 
it) up until what “civilised” man wears, 
we can look at it as a sort of evolu-
tion. What influences this evolution? 
Certainly not survival of the fittest or 
fur coats would be in. Environment, 
the weather (sort of ), culture, popular 
culture influenced by everything from 
politics, albeit perhaps very tenuously, 
music, art and, I am loathe to say it, fa-
mous people all play a part. 

As much as I have disparaged fash-
ion’s fickleness in this piece, there is 
no denying the pleasure of appreciat-
ing the wider body of fashion – that is 
all the clothes, shoes and accessories 
available to us in the world -  just as 
we might appreciate the craft and skill 
that has gone into creating a truly glo-
rious sculpture or painting. 

I f you think you haven’t heard of 
designer Elie Saab, think again. 
In fact, think back to when 
Halle Berry won her Oscar for 
Monster’s Ball, you know, when 

she cried like a pansy. She was wear-
ing Elie Saab and was one of the first 
celebrity endorsements the Lebanese 
designer had had at that point. 

The dress had a completely sheer up-
per half with floral embroidery cover-
ing her breasts and a crimson taffeta 
skirt. Although not one of his best de-
signs, it was undeniably controversial 
and raised his profile in Hollywood 
and internationally.

His dresses are some of the most 
flamboyant and ornate designs avail-
able, though he has been slammed 
for creating pieces that are over the 
top; pieces that “wear” the wearer of 
the garment. This may be down to an 

inherent snobbery in the fashion in-
dustry as he is self-taught and spent 
only one year in Paris studying fashion 
before returning in 1982 to open his 
workshop in Lebanon. 

To me, his work is synonymous with 
luxury and fantasy and it is definitely 
the style of the season. Many of his 
dresses are jewel-encrusted and would 
not look out of place on a fairy atop a 
Christmas tree, and I mean that as a 
compliment.

One of my favourite dresses from 
his Autumn/Winter 08 collection is a 
purple taffeta-accentuated prom style 
dress. Its volume and colour give im-
pact of theatrical standard! 

This compares to the 07/08 collec-
tion that saw a more whimsical  ‘winter 
wonderland’ and ‘snow queen’ inspira-
tion come into play. I cannot wait for 
spring!

Why I love Elie Saab’s creations
Victoria Masding enlightens you ignorant fools about fashion’s best-kept secret 

Who decided the lumberjacks were back in right now? Seriously, who?
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C hristmas - regardless of 
your religious belief - is 
something that most peo-
ple look forward to, but 
not so much during the 

weeks before then with the shopping 
rush. Hopefully my list of recommen-
dations the week before had made your 
life slightly easier, but if you were look-
ing for something more special then 
please read on.

If you recall my Stuff Live article a 
few weeks back, I mentioned a cool 
company called DIGISKIN who offers 
a revolutionary way of personalising 
your gadget - it could be a com-
puter mouse, a mobile 
phone, a laptop, a game 
console, a camera etc. 
It caught my attention 
because not only 
do they provide a 
skinning solution 
that beats the 
ordinary fugly 
silicone (not to 
be confused 
with silicon, 
as most people 
do) skins by miles, 
but also the finish 
looks as if the gadget was 
customised just for you by the 
original manufacturer.

The process is quick and simple, just 
as I had witnessed at the expo: start-
ing with the customer selecting an art-
work from the company’s catalogue of 
nearly 2000 designs, or you can even 
submit your own high resolution pic-
ture and tell DIGISKIN how to resize 
and place it; the company then prints 
the artwork out onto a thin foil of just 
0.05mm thickness - bear in mind that 
the average silicone case is about 2mm 
thick; finally, both the skin and your 

gadget are placed in one of their ma-
chines, which uses vacuum-forming 
method to tightly wrap the skin onto 
your gadget; any excessive foil is then 
carefully removed by their well-trained 
staff. All this can usually be done within 
thirty minutes on the average phone.

Soon after the expo DIGISKIN’s 
Managing Director, Ricardo da Silva, 
got in touch with me and generously 
provided a sample for my beloved 
iPhone, as shown in the above picture. 
At first sight it really looked like a final 
touch from Apple (who would never do 
such thing), instead of it donning some 
cheap, thick skin. Holding it in hand 
only strengthened my above thought, 

as it is incredibly thin, and I also 
discovered another hidden 

benefit: my iPhone 
is not as slip-
pery as before. 
The round 

edges below the 
silver bezel were 

well wrapped 
too – I don’t 
know how 

they did it but 
they certainly 

did well. I also did 
a key-scratch test - 

something that I never 
asked Ricardo about - and 

surprisingly the DIGISKIN 
survived my strong strikes, as 

witnessed by my felix colleagues.
Upon showing off my beautifully 

skinned iPhone in front my colleagues, 
the first reactions were all “wow” with 
a smile. It definitely wasn’t to do with 
the artwork (let’s face it: I could have 
chosen something better, maybe some-
thing that would display my heterosex-
uality) – it was the fact that it looked 
like the artwork was printed directly 

on the phone. My friends were keen to 
look at the phone up close to see how 
thin the skin was, and unsurprisingly 
they were all very impressed. If you see 
me walking by on campus, feel free to 
ask for a show-and-tell.

Such ingenious product and serv-
ice could only come from one of the 
smartest countries in the world, a 
country whose people I had always ad-
mired – Singapore. DIGISKIN is a rel-
atively young company and has spent 
the past five years mostly in research 
and development. Just two years ago 
they opened their first store in The Ca-
thay - one of the country’s oldest shop-
ping malls, and more recently another 
at the Bugis mall. Having just landed in 
the UK, the ambitious company is also 
heading towards USA, South Africa, 
Australia, France and Indonesia.

DIGISKIN is now offering their de-
but UK service in the basement Elec-
tronics Department of Selfridges, 
Oxford Street, which offers a one day 
turn-around service as well as same 
day, provided orders are placed before 
12:00. With same-day service custom-
ers will receive their devices back by 
19:30. Better yet, a flagship store is due 
to open in January next year, which will 
offer a much quicker service of as fast 
as half an hour, and mobile phone users 
will even get a loan phone during that 
period. If your DIGISKIN somehow 
does come loose around the corners, 
the folks at either store will be happy 
to reattach it for you free of charge, but 
looking at mine I’m sure it will stay in 
place for a good period.

Of course, the real question is “How 
much?” Prices are size-dependant, 
starting from £25 for something like a 
mouse, but generally £35 for small de-
vices and £55 for large. As of next week 
you should be able to buy DIGISKIN 
gift vouchers from Selfridges, which 
would make great Christmas presents 
for the gadget lovers around you. Many 
of you will be visiting Selfies soon any-
way, so do check out the DIGISKIN 
booth while you’re there.

Optimus Prime owns my iPhone
Want to personalise your gadget the special way? Richard Lai shows you what DIGISKIN can do for you.

Optimus Prime is obviously way cooler than the dull silver apple.

EXCLUSIVE 10% DISCOUNT
FOR IMPERIAL COLLEGE STUDENTS

Upon showing your valid Imperial College student card at the 
Regent Street DIGISKIN store (opening in early January 2009), 
you are entitled to an exclusive 10% discount on all products.

DIGISKIN™ reserves the right to change the above offer from time to time with or without 
prior notice.

DIGISKIN also does XBOX 360!

Make your mouse more unique

DIGISKIN Walkthrough

1. Choose a design from DIGISKIN’s library, or use your own.

2. DIGISKIN vacuum-forms the printed foil over your gadget.

3. Staff carefully removes excessive skin and it’s all done!

http://www.mydigiskin.com/

What’s on...
Clubs & Societies Calendar
Editors – Lily Topham & Rachel D’oliveiro

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Chamber 
Concert

Chamber Music Society 
present their end of term con-
cert featuring their resident 
ensembles.  

They will be performing a se-
lection of the best classical 
music as well as some festive 
treats, guaranteed to cheer up 
your evening.

This is an unmissable chance 
to come along and relax to 
some wonderful music, and all 
for free!

Time: 6:30pm
Place: Read LT, Lvl 5 Sherfield
Price: Admission Free

RC Model
Radio Controlled Model Soci-
ety will be organising events to 
race your own or the club’s cars 
around professional circuits. 

Time: 5pm
Place: Room 254, Aeronautics
Price: Admission Free

Young 
Scientists’ 

Symposium
ICSM Muslim Medics present 
the Young Scientists’ Sympo-
sium, an evening of cutting-
edge scientific presentation 
where students battle against 
each other to be awarded a 
cash prize, judged by leading 
consultants. 

All proceeds from the event 
go towards the charity Interna-
tional Education Fund. 

For more information or to buy 
tickets, contact:
rk206@imperial.ac.uk

Time: 6.30pm
Place: SAF
Price: £5 

Sinfonietta 
Concert

With Sibelius: Symphony No..2 
and Poulenc: Flute Sonata.

Time: 8pm
Place: Great Hall, Sherfield
Price: £3/£6 (Students/Non-
Students)

Windband 
Christmas 
Concert

Let Windband get your Christ-
mas bells ringing with their se-
lection of seasonal treats! 

Programme includes:
Euphonium Concerto
Folk Song Suite
Molly On The Shore 
Sandpaper Ballet 
Sleigh Ride

Time: 1pm
Place: Union Concert Hall, Beit
Price: £2

whatson.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Big Band 
Christmas Gig

The award winning Imperial 
College Big Band return to the 
Union for their annual Christ-
mas Gig. 

Playing a wide range of jazz, 
latin, funk and soul music (and 
Christmas carols like you’ve 
never heard them before…), 
the band are guaranteed to get 
your feet tapping!

There will be mince pies, 
mulled wine and the various 
Union bars will be open, so 
come along and chill out/bo-
ogie to some of the best music 
to come out of Imperial!

Time: 8pm
Place: dB’s, Beit
Price: Admission Free

Christmas 
Ball 2008

The Christmas Ball 2008 is the 
not-to-miss event of the term!

Xfm’s Alex Zane will be whip-
ping up the Union into a festive 
frenzy as he plays a great selec-
tion of rock and chart tunes!

Upstairs in Room 2 Santa’s Fes-
tive Grotto will be full of Christ-
mas cheer with sexy elf helpers 
and chocolate fountains, candy 
floss machines and popcorn.

For the early arrivals there will 
also be a free mince pie and 
mulled wine.

Time: 8pm
Place: Union Building

Greetings 
Card 

Campaign
Come and join Amnesty and 
Leonardo Societies for a fes-
tive card-making session! 

This is a chance to try your 
hand at some artistic cardmak-
ing while having some fun!  

The aim will be to send sea-
sonal greetings to prisoners of 
conscience around the world. 

All materials and information 
will be provided, as will wine 
and mince pies! 

All are welcome!

Time: 6:30pm 
Place: Room 407B, EEE
Price: Admission Free

Welcome to the latest in-
carnation of What’s On, 
and the busiest Tuesday 
we’ve ever seen! If you 
have any suggestions or 
comments about the lay-
out, please let us know.

As usual, this page will 
feature club and soci-
ety events running from 
Monday to Sunday of 
the following week, so 
get in contact to let us 
know what you are up to!

The deadline for submis-
sions for the first edition 
of next term is midnight 
on Monday 12th January 
2009! 

To feature, please send in 
the following:

- Club name
- Event name
- Date(s) & Time
- Place
- Price (if applicable)
- Short description of the 

event (max. 30 words)

Email: 
whatson.felix@ic.ac.uk

And last but not least, 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

“When Hell 
Freezes Over”

Top mountaineer and comedi-
an Andy Kirkpatrick gives a hi-
larious talk on his expeditions 
to Patagonia.   

Time: 7pm
Place: G16, SAF
Price: £7.50/£10 (Members/
Non-Members)

iCU Cinema 
All-Nighter

Cinema’s legendary All-Nighter 
is BACK! All showings in the 
Union Concert Hall, 6pm-6am.

Films: Kung Fu Panda, Iron 
Man, Burn After Reading, 
Ghost Town, Taken, Death 
Race

Prices:  1 Film – £3, 2 films – 
£5, 3 films – £7, 4+ films – £10

Gospel Choir
Gospel Choir’s debut concert 
has carols, modern Gospel mu-
sic, a Raffle and mince pies. 

Time: 7pm
Place: Read LT, Lvl 5 Sherfield
Price: £4/£5 (Students/Non-
Students)

Rock Out For 
Christmas

Get into the Christmas spirit 
with Jazz and Rock’s Bands 
Night and open Bar Night!

Time: 7.30pm
Place: dB’s, Beit
Prices: Free - £7 

Art Exhibition
“Lost and Found” is the latest 
exhibition in the Blyth Gallery, 
and features work from visit-
ing artists Dominic Kennedy, 
Rachel Thorlby and Lara 
Viana. 

The exhibition runs until 19th 
December and is well worth 
going to see. 

Time: Open 8am - 10pm 
Place: Blyth Gallery, Lvl 5 
Sherfield
Price: Admission Free

Carols by 
Candlelight

The Chaplaincy invites you to a 
service of readings and carols 
with music by Imperial College 
Chamber Choir. 

As well as the opportunity to 
sing familiar Christmas Carols, 
the Chamber Choir will sing 
the pieces by Warlock, Poulenc 
and Cornelius

The service begins in darkness 
as the Choir sings and indi-
vidual candles are lit. Please 
join us afterwards for wine and 
mince pies.

All are welcome, please invite 
your friends. There is no en-
trance fee and you don’t need 
to buy a ticket, just turn up and 
enjoy!

Time:6.00pm
Place: Holy Trinity Church
Price: Admission Free 
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Stuff IC Students Like!? :)

I would like to start off by saying 
how much fun it has been to 
do Coffee Break this term. The 
number of inside jokes to come 
out of this section is uncount-

able. It truly is a pleasure. However 
what else is there for me to do? Well 
after many brain storming sessions 
in the UNION we have come up with 
something special. 

It is know as the ESL, and is a collec-
tion of fictional super heroes written by 
a covert super genius known as UNPC. 
Now some of you may not agree with 
his comedic stylings and controversial 
stereotypes, however it is still funny 
and I think a valuable source of low 
brow laughs. So look forward to it.

Unfortunately we have been told that 
our plans to include a Where’s Wally? 
puzzle every week can no longer pro-
ceed. Something to do with copyright 
infringement. However we have start-
ed our plans to bring in a totally unique 
alternative!?! Where’s Al? A complete-
ly new and innovation idea where we 
dress Al Norman up in a stripy red 
and white jumper and hat, place him 

11. Bar nights:
What happens if you mix cheap entry, 
multiple kegs of beer, a few boat races 
and the occasional yard?... We get  car-
nage of the 1st order. Here at Imperial 
we are blessed with many of these holy 
nights- none better than the fabled 

ACC Bar night- seriously £5 for your 
share of 25 kegs, is this heaven on 
Earth? 

I was recently frequenting such an 
event hosted by MatHSoc (Maths and 
Materials), believe me, the beer doth 
floweth in epic proportions. Freshers, 
you must go to these events, yes all of 
them. Sod lectures. 

Coffee Break
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Drink with me, I’m Snakey B
and this week I’m dressed... as everyone
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Virgo

You think you’re 
on a winner here, 
especially with the 
cold winter months 
where many die 
from the severe cold. 

How can you lose? Santa agrees and with that 
money he buys a shelter for you to run for the 
homeless. However after realising the current 
economic state, you keep the house and kick all 
the lazy bums back onto the streets.

Scorpio

You suddenly realise 
how little you care 
about Christmas 
and Santa. If you 
want your own 
present, you go 

and get it with your own money. So with Santa 
left awestruck at your lack of belief you decide 
to show him a thing or two. But what do you 
do? Do you use Rudolph in which case go to 
Sagittarius, or do you use the elf and go to Libra.

Libra

Well, you choose 
the elf, good for 
you, unlucky for the 
elf. That poor little 
fella is going to get a 
banging of a lifetime. 

Working nine to five and the occasional 
weekend, you pound out that small metal ring. 
Luckily for you your job is an Ironmonger, you 
haven’t been violating an elf. The small bobble 
on the hat is perfect for a small hammer.  

Capricorn

Santa, so scared 
by your supreme 
power bows down 
to all your demands. 
Christmas is banned, 
all presents given to 

a girl called Megan and all beer to a chap called 
D.I. Rytrapist. Santa becomes a hobo, living in 
the gutter and off scraps people throw at him in 
disgust. After years you and Santa meet up at 
the Soup Kitchen and you say... Pint?

Sagittarius

You put Santa at 
the top of the ski 
jump and give him 
a porno mag and 
remove his pants. 
On his way down 

he happens to get a boner and unfortunately 
Rudolph was looking at the stars from the 
bottom of the run and Santa just happened 
to end up penetrating him. You watch with 
delight as Santa tries to withdraw, but he can’t. 

Cancer

Yep, you’ve guessed 
it, even though you 
have raised £10,000 
Santa gives you a 
nasty present for 
your wicked ways. 

No, not a lump of coal, he gives you Cancer! 
Enjoy! You should have been more considerate 
when you were taking the money from the 
poor and homeless on the streets of South 
Kensington.

Gemini

Clearly touched by 
your generosity, 
Santa gives you £1 
million, but you 
have to collect it in 
the middle of the 

desert. When you get there, you realise that 
you were given it all in chocolate coins, which 
has melted. In a fit of rage, you go around and 
kill all the poor people you gave the money to 
and take the money back. You go to hell.

Leo

You blew it and you 
forget that Santa 
knows your name 
Mike Squire! Instead 
of giving you the 
gift, he gives it to 

your mum. Even she thought you were a twat, 
or at least that’s what he thinks, he was behind 
her and there was something in her mouth so 
everything was a little muffled. Santa definitely 
filled her stockings this Christmas.

Taurus

Although appalled 
he see’s hope yet with 
your honesty. You 
receive the chance to 
redeem yourself, but 
with all of Santa’s 

rambling, you get bored and start taking some 
of the toys for yourself. He catches you. Do you 
1) lie and say you were going to put them in the 
sled or 2) do you tell the truth? If the first go to 
Leo, if the second go to Scorpio.

Aries

Santa, still not 
convinced with you 
kindness, makes you 
decide between the 
two. He wants to 
know what means 

more to you, the poor or the homeless. If you 
rate raising money for the poor more that 
raising it for the homeless, go to Gemini. If 
you think that the alternative is better, go to 
Virgo.

Pisces

Santa looks at the 
list of things that 
you’ve done that 
were apparently so 
great. Two things 
pop to your mind: 

1)You helped raise money for the poor and 
homeless. 2) With your Imperial Investment 
group you raised £10,000 for club spending. If 
you think the first is better, go to Aries, if the 
second, go to Cancer.

And Santa gave felix some ho-ho-ho-roscopes

Aquarius

Santa was working 
late last night 
making his list 
before checking it 
twice. He needed 
to find out who 

was naughty and who was nice, so as to know 
what presents to get for the boys and girls at 
Imperial. So this is where you help him. If you 
think you were naughty this year, go to Taurus. 
If you think you were nice go to Pisces.

Santa doesn’t exist. I hope I have spoiled it for you. If you have any complaints, you may sod off

FUCWIT 
League Table

Shotgun           100 Points

Jonathan Phillips   10 Points

MÖchten sie mein Manschaft? 99 Points

Team Turner Gobels  12 Points

Hringur Gretarsson   20 Points
Team Rubbish    17 Points

Giramondo    31 Points

Ravi Pall
Coffee Break Editor

in crowded places, take a picture and 
le you guys find him every week. You 
have never seen anything like it be-
fore, I am sure. Take that copyright 
infringement!

What is upsetting to some is the ever 
evading Sikh MC. I’m sure he will make 
a cameo appearance eventually, but for 
now I wouldn’t hold your breath. We 
will have to see what comes of the spe-
cial characters in Coffee Break through 
out next term.

The fierce competition in the FUC-
WIT league is only getting more heat-
ed as we reach the end of the term. We 
have iPods for the winners so try and 
grab as many points as possible. With 
the addition of the Mentalist Maze this 
week you may think it counts toward 
the FUCWIT league, but you’d be 
wrong. It’s just a bit of fun instead of 
the quickie crossword. Also congratu-
lations to Team Shotgun who have ac-
cumulated 100 Points. However now 
is not the time to get complacent with 
team MSMM a close second with 99 
points. Who will be the winner? Who 
will get those iPods?

Reflexion in 
Coffee

Photoshop Competition -11

This week’s winner. Team felix (..who still can’t spell- Ed.) Next week’s RAW image for you to go wild. See www.felixonline.co.uk

Congratulations to this week’s win-
ner, Team felix.  That’s right, we did 
this one ourselves. It may involve no 
photoshop skills at all, but it was done 
on photoshop so it counts. Also it is 
well funny. We had the caption origi-
nally as “disappointment at marriage 
counselling” but family planning is 
way better. Mainly because it’s 2 guys, 

they can’t have children biologically. 
Who the hell would give birth? 

This is the last photoshop competition 
this year, and we hope you’ll be able to 
tune up on your skills over Christmas 
in anticipation for next years round of 
photoshop competitions. Thanks for 
the entries this year guys.

The high res picture can be found on-
line. Click on Coffee Break in the sec-
tions tab. Email your entry to coffee.
felix@imperial.ac.uk with your team 
name and .PSD file and you’ll be en-
tered into the FUCWIT league. 

What do points win? Prizes. Oh yeah! 
i.e. iPods.

This week’s image is of of a dark tree 
in a valley. Do what you will with this 
one. You could turn it into a Christmas 
tree, you could hang dead bodies off it 
Fallout 3 style. It is up to you. You have 
4 weeks to do this one, so make it good. 
I expect some super entries for the first 
weeks issue next term. Have fun and 
Merry Christmas!

(Please drink responsibly)

Right. Same as normal, just com-
plete the puzzles and send them to su-
doku.felix@imperial.ac.uk the first 
correct answer gets 5 points, then 4, 3, 
2 and 1. Puzzles on offer this week are: 
Mega Crossword,  Photoshop Com-
petition, Wordoku and Slitherlink. As 
noticed we have no Cryptic or Quick-
ie so the Mega Crossword is worth 
QUADRUPLE points! It has however 
taken the meaning of über hard to a 
whole new level. Get the most points 
at the end of the year and win an iPod 
Nano!

Remember: Wordoku must not just 
be the word, and that team Shotgun 
and MÖchten sie mein Manschaft? 
are getting away quite quickly. If anyone 
beats them in the Mega Crossword this 
week they will both be frozen out of the 
points for it. Sorry fellas- I have to pro-
mote competition.

A h this is the end of  
Snakey B. It’s been a 
good run, and as the 
author of this fine char-
acter of many disguises I 

feel slightly sad. Sure it was great fun to 
photoshop some of the pictures (my fa-
vourite is the one of Mohammed Ali), 
and sure it was enjoyable to rant about 
these celebrities’ flaws, imperfections 

or in contrast their qualities that make 
them loved and adored by all. All I can 
say is thank you for the great response 
we down in the office have got towards 
Snakey B, and we certainly hope the 
new gimmick that will replace me will 
be up to your high standards. All stu-
dents love snake bite, so by association 
they love me. I love you too guys, I’m 
totally not crying right now.



sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk Fun & Games

Shotgun. They’re back and this time 
they are better armed then Arnie in 
Terminator 2, so watch out freshers- 
particularly if you happen to be made 
of liquid metal and/or a twat. (Sahil)

How to play:

It’s quite simple, all numbers are in a 
cell and must be surrounded with a 
corresponding number lines. Lines 
cannot split and there can only be 
one continuous line. Any cells with no 
numbers can have any number of lines.
Look at the solution above for help.

Slitherlink 1,419
1,418 Solution

TEXT US! OR 
WE WON’T 

FEED THE CAT!

07726 799 424

This week’s texts:

“Miles from Selkirk is Sahil from 
Selkirk. And he fucked the cat. And 
the cat’s mum.” 

“Happy people pass my way, look-
ing in their eyes, I see a memory 
I never realised you made me so 
happy, oh Polish.” 

“Miles, please could you stop nail-
ing Sahil as he says that his anus is 
starting to bleed.”

“I’m the guy shagging your wife so 
hang about in the words of terry 
tibbs and come done. Mike squire 
3rd floor selkirk.”

“SHIT! The cat. I just killed it with 
my JCB, you’ll need to scrape it up.”

Wordoku 1,419
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A warm welcome to our newest 
contenders for the iPod nano, team 
What What, who successfully 
found MEATSWORD. However 
you’ll have to up your sodding 
game if you want any chance of 
winning or get me a pint or give 
me your sister for night or two.

Wordoku is identical to Sudoku; 
we’ve just replaced numbers 
with letters. Complete the puzzle 
and then send the whole grid to 
sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. 
You will not get credit for just the 
word alone. It’s not an anagram.
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Freshly Squeezed! Special Christmas edition 

2 2

1

13

2

2 2

1

2

13 1 3

2

1

2

1

1

3 2

2

2

1 3

2 1

2

2 2 2 2

3 2 2 2

2 2

1 2

3

2

2 1

2

2

3 1

3

1

131

2 3

23

2

2

3 1

3

2

2 3

2 3

2

2

2

3 2

3

1 2 2

2

1 2

2 2

2 2

3

2 2 1

2

2

3

0 2 2

2

2

2

23

Union banterings through the eyes of Love Machine
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Hopping mad. Livid, early twenties. 
Missing right shoe. Last seen 
Wednesday night at the union. If 
found, please return before injury 
results. 

Travel warning. A ruggers boy 
returned from China with more than 
just some holiday snaps and knock-
off DVDs. Apparently, all traces of 
the Grand Pox have been removed, 
and his girlfriend doesn’t mind. We 
can all learn something from this; 
the true meaning of “in sickness and 
in health” and the importance of the 
blood test.

Confused. The extravaganza that 
was Choir & ICSO’s musical account 
of Babylon’s debauchery last Saturday 
seems to have been too much for 
some performers. The poor boy 
(less King Belshazzar, more Queen 
of Babylon) made repeated face-
touching attempts on an unsuspecting 

flame-haired lady. Was it the stories 
of willing servant-girls that fuelled 
this heterosexual episode, or have 
we misunderstood some sort of Irish 
tradition? All we know is that one 
distraught King of Thieves intends 
to return the Babylonian beauty to 
Sherwood forest and reform his band 
of merry men.

Jumper mystery solved. Yes, we are 
beginning to tire of moaning about 
the grey jumper just as much as you 
are sick of reading about it. Ladies 
beware, this particular jumper has 
unanticipated and curious effects. 
Only last week was the wearer spotted 
with a tiny blonde, and this week he 
had a tall brunette positively fawning 
over him.  Now we understand your 
reluctance to venture into alternative 
apparel. Go forth and sow.

Note to Geologists: Oh my God, if 
he had better shoes I probably would 

have slept with him by now. We 
recommend investing in a quality pair 
from Church’s – made to last well into 
your dirty-old-man phase.

Respect. So often has the drunken 
shoes-off-watch-me-dance failed to 
achieve its desired result (er, macking), 
that we have to give the old hats-off 
to a lady far too smartly dressed for 
dB’s on a Wednesday. Yes we’ve seen 
you before, and you do only have the 
one routine. But you were more than 
successful in finding a tall, dark and 
handsome dirty dancing partner, and 
your grinding away into the early 
hours has to be envied.

Pissed. A dubious wet patch, ample 
enough to fill a small to medium 
sized paddling pool, was left in an 
unsuspecting person’s bed following 
the rugby dinner on Saturday Night. 
There is no wonder she made such a 
hasty exit. I’ve been here, it’s actually rather quaint. Floor was a bit sticky though.

Mentalist Maze
We have maze! Do it for England. But you may find that it will affect FUCWIT a 

touch more. Send answers to the usual address, entries with £5 attached will score 
triple points. Mabey. (If enough people answer we will use it for FUCWIT- Ed.)

QUICK CLUES

ACROSS
 
  1 Scholar of language (11)
  7 A project; a pledge (11)
12 Easily aroused (9)
14 Pulpit (7)
15 Big (5)
16 Comment (6)
17 Approve (8)
18 Pillage (7)
20 To break the tenth commandment 

(4,2,4,3,7)
23 Tuneful (7)
24 Wandering (7)
26 Capable of being justified (7)
28 Geek (4)
29 Having difficulty forming words (8)
32 Takes away (9)
35 Hissing (9)
36 Seamen (8)
37 Balkan national (4)

CRyptIC CLUES

ACROSS

  1 Old lady I miscast as Ophelia, 
having ignored central text in 
Turkish museum. (5,6)

  7 Prime minister works for the king. 
(11) 

13 Composer blows his top if 
provoked. (9) 

14 Long drink makes the guard lose 
energy and retreat. (7) 

15 Public relations duo comes across 
as haughty. (5) 

16 Lousy twenty-four hours – big 
switch from holiday (3,3)

17 Father let way of measuring speed 
get central position in small 
publication. (8) 

18 David is King as well. (7)   
20 To tell you a secret, I had 

thought café latté to be renversé. 
(3,3,3,3,2,3,3)

23 Historian wears catsuit. (7) 
24 Country undergoing structural 

change: Anne Boleyn keeps her 
head. (7) 

26 Property of English encyclopedia 
missing from emotional nature of 
nocturnal scenes. (7)

28 Exercise in the dirt. (4) 
29 Display of masculinity causes 

him to finish behind the speed of 
sound. (8) 

32 Ankara is bursting with loud 
musical language. (9)

35 Travelling around Mecca and far 
East is good for your skin. (4,5) 

36 Band together to make a quick 
escape and head eastwards – east 
of Black Rock. (8) 

37 Magnum hasn’t started making 
news cleaning up Pacific island. (4) 

39 Princess gets in car accident, dies 
prematurely of heart-related issues. 
(7)

41 Types of sweet an aristocrat will 
see coming back. (7) 

44 Fizzy soda with no nitrogen, etc. 
(3,2,2)  

45 Sudden presentment with hoof and 
mouth disease. (2,3,4,2,3,6)

49 An insignificant twit found in 
Belgium. (7) 

50 Reverse criminal attempt to 
surround artillery. (8) 

51 Part of the foot in line with others. 
(6) 

53 Tackles vibrato, loses it: gets 
applause. (5) 

54 Mustard, for instance, burns up tea 
rags. (4,3) 

55 Dish prepared as Creoles suffered. 
(9) 

56 A Kent mother becomes available. 
(2,3,6) 

57 We lawyers have a small resolution 
editor with a snazzy sense of style. 
(4-7) 

Hello there! Now that I have you all in one place, let me just do some small 
‘housekeeping’ business. There have been mistakes this term. A lot of them. That 
will change. Hopefully. The frequency of your responses will hopefully remain 
the same. Good luck with this week’s massive offering, have a fantastic Christmas 
and New Year, and congratulations to Shotgun for correctly answering both last 
week’s Quickie and Cryptic. 

Enoch
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Last issue of term: you know what that means...

DOWN

  1 Second hip changes nothing for 
one establishing the culture of 
today. (6)

  2 Author turns down cagy euchre 
offer. (8,7) 

  3 Hi – the Open Access atlas broke 
down. (5,5) 

  4 God intends to show himself. (4) 
  5 Thoroughly enjoy saluting our two 

most important characters in the 
foyer. (4,1,4)   

  6 Reach the total of a thousand in 
cup tournament. (3,2,2) 

  7 Fake burn related to birth 
problems. (9)

  8 Slang style reveals vague feeling of 
anxiety. (5) 

  9 Be the helm guiding towards a holy 
city. (9) 

10 The first really up-to-date bouncy 
castle built in Belgium, on a corner 
of some foreign field. (6,6) 

11 Loving a party call. (7) 
12 Person who gets naked in dust 

storm. (6) 
19 Convince a US representative to 

reverse their position on Germany. 
(8) 

21 Show aficionado ticket price. (7) 
22 Greek chorus song is in the same 

shortlist as I’m on. (8) 
23 Write cast of characters with 

something in common. (8) 
25 Fundamental airline error that 

remains uncorrected. (5) 
27 International organization has a 

felonious agent rounded up. (6,2,7) 
30 Unrealistically pretend to take 

drugs all through the morning. 
(3,2,2) 

31 Savages are to speak. (5)
33 Salvages Los Angeles’s crime 

outbreak. (7) 
34 (A) (3,2,3,4) 
38 Famous couple evaded a man with 

developmental issues. (4,3,3) 
40 Queen with bad palace rot. (9) 
42 Period army camp hiding a terrible 

thing. (9)   
43 I clasp her in such a way as to get 

round. (9) 
45 Leper has outermost extremities 

act up from the inside. (7)   
46 Predicted warning cry was to be 

misinterpreted. (7) 
47 Unhappy on both fronts before 

cutting up special news feature. (6) 
48 Eastern woodland deer has tail cut 

off, provoking cries of anguish (6) 
50 Third column keeps the engine 

turning. (5) 
52 Exhausted editor comes after us. 

(4)  

39 Nightfall (7)
41 Court official (7)
44 Divorce payment (7)
45 Prejudice (6,14)
49 Situation where employees are not 

allowed to enter their workplace (7) 
50 Ballast holders (8)
51 Headgear (6)
53 Book of the Bible (5)
54 Perform surgery (7)
55 Shelled reptiles (9)
56 In-house (2,9)
57 Unwanted outcomes (4,7)
 
DOWN
 
  1 Cadenced language (6)
  2 Incapable of being measured (15)
  3 The Cosmos (5,5) 
  4 Globes (4)
  5 Repeat (9)
  6 Damage (7)
  7 Pristine (9)
  8 Funeral song (5)

  9 Dutch master (9)
10 Every Tom, Dick or Harry (3,3,6)
11 Attempted invasions (7)
12 Hellenes (6)
19 Blocking the Pilgrim’s Progress (8)
21 One of five singers (7)
22 With logic and caution (8)
23 Care for (8)
25 Epigram (5)
27 Art degree (8,2,5)
30 To get up late (3,4)
31 Royal hound (5)
33 Good deals (8)
34 Mufti (5,7)
38 Explode with emotion (3,3,4)
40 American painter (1891-1942) (5,4)
42 Hint at (9)
43 Deloused (9)
45 Fast automobile (7)
46 Games of bridge (7)
47 Graduates (6)
48 Equilibrium (6)
50 Grim; serious (5)
52 Great Lake (4)
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Quickie Solution 1,418 Cryptic Solution 1,418
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Last June, when most Imperial students 
were celebrating the end of exams with 
copious amounts of lash, Imperial 
Cycling Club headed off to take part 
in one of Europe’s biggest mountain 
bike races. The idea was simple; the 

Mountain mayhem 24 Hours
David Martin

The last six months have been busy for 
IC Kendo Club with various events and 
important guests. One evening in July 
saw a group of eight 7th and 8th dan 
sensei, on a visit from Japan, and their 
equally graded hosts at Imperial to run 
a training session. This included some 
one-on-one coaching and a ji-geiko 
that devastated even the most hard-
ened participants.

Although Kendo is not an Olym-
pic sport, each country has a national 
team. With a view to the upcoming 
World Kendo Championship in Bra-
zil, on October 25th/26th the Greek 
national team and their 5th Dan Japa-
nese sensei visited London in order 
to practice and gain experience with 
the British national squad. Both days, 
members of ICKC took part at the 
joint practice that lasted more than six 
hours and helped their teams during 
an unofficial but extremely competi-
tive stand off. 

Following a very interesting five 
member team shiai (match) between 
both men’s and women’s national 
teams, a three hour normal practice 

led by the 7th Dan GB national coach 
alongside all the visiting higher grade 
senseis, gave precious advice and en-
couragement to all the participants.

Finally, on November 15th, the club 
sent nine competitors (and many vol-
unteers) to the Mumeishi 3’s, the larg-
est and most important kendo taikai 
(competition) in Britain. This year, 
the 35th of this prestigious competi-
tion, featured contestants from as far 
apart as Tel Aviv, Lithuania, Japan and 
Malta. ICKC had three members in 
the morning Ladies’ competition that 
all made it to the second round before 
being knocked out. Rachel Soon had 
the misfortune to be drawn against the 
eventual winner. 

The two teams in the afternoon’s 
competition were quickly dispatched 
in their first rounds, the A team by a 
trio of Frenchmen only one of whom 
had double the years of experience of 
all three members of the Imperial team 
combined. The quality of some of the 
kendo displayed throughout the day 
was incredibly high and Imperial ac-
quitted themselves well.

IC kendo club visited by world class fighters

team of that completed the most laps 
in 24 hours would win. Friday night 
was spent prepping bikes and discuss-
ing team tactics around the makeshift 
barbeque.

Race day dawned overcast and damp. 
Unlike most teams we spent the morn-
ing fuelling up for the race and opted 
out of a quick lap of the course, figur-
ing that we would know where to go in 
the race itself. The team was divided 
over how best to prepare food wise, 
with Roger and I adopting the ‘eat loads 
of jacket potatoes and Jaffa cakes’ ap-
proach, and Dave T and James sticking 
to the scientific ‘consume only energy 
gels’ reasoning.

As two o’clock approached, James, 
full of weird nutrients and electrolytes, 
took up his place on the start line. The 
race began with a one-kilometre jog to 
get to your bike, and at 2 o’clock the 
race began. James delivered a solid 
first lap of 1 hour, 8 minutes, but reck-
oned that the traffic jams leading up 
to the snaking, off camber singletrack 
sections of the course had cost him a 
lot of time. And so the evening wore 
on with all of us consistently lapping 
around the 1 hour mark. By the time 
Roger headed out for his 2nd lap, dark-
ness had fallen, and tiny dots of light lit 
up the valley sides as riders made their 
way around the course. 

We were holding steady around 
250th position overall, sandwiched be-
tween Dave and Gay Pride, and keep-
ing pace with Oxford and Cambridge 
in the University class. The Loughbor-
ough A and B teams were a long way 
ahead at this point, however just after 
midnight the rain came.

At the hand over whilst waiting for 
Dave T, riders were talking about parts 
of the course collapsing and turning 
into rivers of slow moving mud. The 
fact that Dave was taking so long to 
emerge seemed to reinforce the fact the 
chaos had broken out on some parts of 
the course. After a ninety-minute lap, 
Dave emerged carrying his bike. A big 
crash on the final part of the course 
had sent his derailleur into the spokes, 
destroying his drive train, thus ending 
Dave’s race. I set off into the night at 
about one that morning, and experi-
enced the worst two and a half hours 
I have ever had on a bike. The rain had 
stopped, but the mud had turned into 
sticky, wheel jamming gloop. Some of 
the early singletrack had indeed fallen 
away into a greasy slope, generally with 
a group of mountain bikers stuck at the 
bottom. 

The 2nd part of the course was 
drier, however I had only charged my 
lights to do two hours, and just when 
I thought things were improving, my 
lights failed a couple of kilometres 
from the changeover. When I finally 
made it back, not only was Roger wait-
ing, but James was there as well waiting 
for Roger to hand over to him. Roger 
set off into the slowly drying night, for 
two more hours of hell.

When Roger finally returned, dawn 
had broken, and the course had started 
to dry out. Dave was up and frantically 
trying to get hold of a new derailleur, 
and my bike had similar mechanical is-
sues, not to mention the commitment 
to the race issues I was having after 
my last lap. James, in a desperate bid 
to stay in the race completed a heroic 
two-lap stint in just over three hours.

The antics of the night had moved us 
into the top 200 overall, and we were 
still in the battle for 3rd place with Ox-
ford and Cambridge. With Dave T’s 
bike on the road to recovery, he and 
Roger put in a lap more each to bring 
us within a couple of hours of the fin-
ish. Dave T handed over to me, only 
for my bike to break before I even got 
on the course. Roger stepped in get-
ting another solid lap in the bag, before 
handing back to Dave T, who put in 
the fastest lap of the race to bring us 
home only one lap off the universities 
podium, and a devastating 12 minutes 
behind Cambridge in fourth.

Solid start for IC futsal

Thank you very much for meeting 
with felix sports today Catherine! 
First things first - how has your 
season been so far?

Err, so far in ULU it has been good - 
we have been doing really, really well. 
But BUCS has been a different story it 
has been difficult since we lost a lot of 
players last year. Three final years who 
were key players graduated last year so 
we now have a fresh young team. Eve-
ryone is doing really well and we are 
improving match by match. I am happy 
at the moment

So as I understand it, you are in 
the same league as the College 
netball 1sts?

Well we are in the same ULU league 
but in one league above them in BUCS. 
I think Imperial got promoted last 
season.

So how are you faring in BUCS?
We are currently bottom! We need to 

win two out of the last three games to 
stay up basically. It is doable and eve-
ryone will have to play really well. But 
it is doable. However there are only six 
teams in our league and two go down, 
so it changes quite a lot every season.

So you have beaten IC already 
this year I hear...

Last Monday, yeah, a good game and 
a good victory for us!

Any more grudge match games 
against IC before Varsity?

I think that is the only game and it is 
quite early on to tell to be honest. For us 
it was a nice boost. Everyone tends to 
improve a lot as the season progresses 
and as both teams have very changed 
squads it is very hard to tell.

So rate your chances, give me a 
score line for Varsity!

If we can get a similar score as we 

did on Monday I will be very happy! 
[Medicals won 28-8]. I think it will be a 
lot closer, due to the fact that Varsity is 
one of those days when everyone feels 
the pressure and everyone picks up 
their game. So anything can happen. 
Last year the first couple of quarters 
were very close, but we are confident.

So at the moment you are obvi-
ously a cut above the College 
team, but how would you say 
that the ICSM netballers off-pitch 
antics compare?

Off-pitch we have a really social club 
at the moment because as well we also 
have four teams in the club. So we have 
a massive range of abilities and they all 
turn up to the weekly socials. We have 
circles every Wednesday and we have a 
close mix with the ICSM football boys. 
We do events with them including a 
tour, more of a drinking tour! This year 
we hope to do more of a playing tour as 
well. We are really sociable! 

Where are you planning to go on 
tour this year?

Cardiff on the 20th of February. Just 
before Varsity! So if we don’t play as 
well that is probably why! Although it 
is definitely a warm up tournament for 
Varsity... we do always play the foot-
ballers at netball... and we always win!

So you have four teams? That 
must be hugely beneficial for the 
first team to have that depth in 
the club to bring players up if 
needed?

Massively so! The fourth team is new 
and we have only had it for a couple 
of seasons and they are only in ULU 
at the moment. Hopefully we will be 
able to push the thirds and seconds 
up in  the BUCS leagues and then we 
can hopefully get the fourth team into 
BUCS as well. That would really help 
up the numbers.

Week 4 in the build up to 25th February 2009. This week, Jack Cornish interviews the ICSM 1st XI Captain 
Catherine Atkin

What would you say if there were 
plans to combine College and the 
Medical Schools sports teams 
into one ‘superclub’?

It would be very good. But I also think 
it would be difficult. The timings for us 
to play with them would be awkward 
with the differing commitments. Plus I 
love being a medic, so I would say NO!

So moving on from Netball, who 
else do you think are doing well 
this season?

Erm... At the moment I think every 
team, medics wise, are in quite tough 
divisions and it seams that it is show-
ing in BUCS. But everyone is working 
really hard. Our seconds and thirds are 
doing really well in BUCS at the mo-
ment. I know that the rugby boys have 
had quite a change this season in play-
ers so that they are having a tough sea-
son. I am not really sure about the oth-
er teams to be honest. I think generally 
everyone is having a tough season 
- I don’t think there is anyone top 
of their BUCS league at the mo-
ment. I think that most teams 
are mid table maintaining their 
position in the higher leagues.

Who do you think will win 
the rugby at Varsity?

Medics...I think they will. Last 
year was an amazing game, very 
exciting. But the Medics still won 
in the end. It is the end score that 
counts. There was a tiny, tiny 
moment of sheer panic for the 
medics. But we were just lull-
ing you into a false sense of 
security!

What is your favour-
ite anti-IC chant for 
Varsity?

I am not a fan of 
the chants because in 
my first year some-
one chucked a pint 
of snakebite on my 
head from the top 
of the stands!

Do you think 
that once you 
have gained 
promoted 
that it is easy 
to maintain 
your place 
and qual-
ity in that 
division?

I think that 
if you have 
been promoted 
you should be 
good enough to 
be in the league 
above - surely 
that is the point 
of promotion! But 
then again you 
need to sustain 
and improve within 
that league. You can 
then develop the 
skills needed for the 
league above and 
you should be able to 
continue going up.

A true netball aficionado, Catherine has moved 
throughout the top roles in the Medicals Netball Club 
and is now leading a young first team in a difficult 
BUCS league. A utility player, she fills the positions 
where there are gaps, allowing her team mates to 
excel in their preferred roles. We spoke to her just 
before she took her team away to Chichester in an 
important BUCS South East 1A match.

FACT FILE
Name: Catherine Atkin
Team: ICSM 1st Netball
Position: Utility
Date of Birth: 11/02/1987
Hometown: Canterbury
Course: 4th Year Medcine
Height: 5ft 4ins
Weight: N/A kg

Ask the captain - 
Catherine Atkin

Do you not think that depends 
on the league you get promoted 
into? The lower leagues seem to 
be very similar, but when you get 
to the top do you not feel that 
the higher leagues are for those 
universities that focus on sports 
so for us it is a lot more difficult?

I would personally say, netball wise,  
I think we are in the highest division 
we could realistically get to. We are in 
1A and there is only one division above 
us and those teams train five times a 
week. That would near impossible to 
get ten people willing to do that or 
even able to do that while trying to get 
a degree at IC. So in the premiership 
you are competing against teams from 
sporting universities with players who 
are in the England development squad. 
It is impossible to have seven players 
who are that good with minimal 

training.

Do you think the union should 
concentrate on sporting excel-
lence or purely on participation? 

At our university participation is key. 
It fills the social side of university life. I 
think you need a mixture between the 
two. It is more difficult at a university 
where sport is not going to make you 
any better at your degree. Let’s say you 
were doing sports science, sporting ex-
cellence can be up to 20%-30% of your 
degree. You would need to do that 
practical side. 

Do you think there are teams out 
there that the College should 
start focussing on?

I think if you went through and found 
out who is high up on BUCS. Obvious-
ly it is difficult when you have so many 
team sports to fund. I don’t know about 
the individual sports - squash, badmin-
ton...? I’m not really sure.

Do you think there should be 
more focus on other sports 
at Varsity rather than just the 

rugby?
Yes I do - ideally I think all the 

sports should be played at the 
same place but obviously with 
netball in Ethos you can’t get 

everyone together. I think all 
the advertising is good - I 

made sure I was not in the 
promotional photos!

I you couldn’t 
play netball on 

a Wednesday 
for whatever 

reason, what 
would you be 

doing? 
My life 

would be 
over! I 
would 
definite-
ly do 
another 
team 

sport, 
something 

like hockey 
or lacrosse. 

Definitely an 
all girls team 

sport. 

Sporting idols?
Female: Dame Kelly 

Holmes. Male: Sir Steve 
Redgrave.

IC Netball have stepped 
up to the mark this week and 

posed for page three...so give us 
a date!

We actually did the naked calendar   
for ICSM in my first year... I am sure 

some of the girls would be up for it!

And finally, the standard ques-
tion: what is orienteering?

They have a map, a compass and 
have to run around the countryside 
and get to checkpoints and stuff. 

Wet, rainy and horrible.

Anything else you want to say?
I love netball...that’s about all!

It all started on a cold Sunday morning, 
ICUAFC setting off at 0700 hours try-
ing once again to overcome its biggest 
adversity; injustice. Lion-O, actually 
from the Thundercats, drove the fun 
bus to their destination, the University 
of Sussex.

With a squad of just seven, having 
just one hours practice (albeit with the 
wrong players) 48 hours prior to Sun-
day, would prove a challenge to emerge 
from the BUCS South-East Regional 
Futsal Qualifiers with a positive result.

The tournament was set up with five 
of the ten participating universities pro-
gressing through to the BUCS Cham-
pionships in Sheffield taking place next 
March. In this first day Imperial had to 
play Hertfordshire 1s, Surrey 1s and 
Kingston 1s (the match against Buck-
inghamshire New University, our final 
group opponent will take place on the 
second day of the regionals in February 
2009), teams that currently reside in a 
league above ICUAFC 1st XI.

Hertfordshire were our first op-
ponents. They were well trained and 
went one-nil up quickly with a quick 
one-two down the middle and a tap in 
at the back stick. IC were quick to re-
ply with a goal from Portuguese hero, 
Goncalo Pires, who decided dribbling 
his man once wasn’t enough so embar-
rassed the same player three times be-
fore smashing it in the roof of the net.

In the second half Hertfordshire 
came back stronger. The referee de-
cided to help them not once but four 
times in a row. Firstly, a dodgy free kick 
was given on the halfway line that got 
played wide to a player who dribbled 
the ball out of bounds. Though, the 
referee chose not only to not to see it 
but to give another suspect free kick in 
a threatening position. Hertfordshire 
smashed it wide, but that wasn’t good 
enough for the referee and he decided 
to make them retake it. The goal was 
duly scored and unsurprisingly, play 
resumed.

IC were 2-1 down and heads dropped 
due to the flagrant refereeing. Hert-
fordshire, unfazed, took advantage and 
scored again on the counter. Irvine 
“The Pimp” Howson then restored or-
der by playing a ball down the left to 
Pires who squared it to Gui who found 

himself in front of an open goal. He 
then took a touch to tee himself up 
but unfortunately got tackled, but the 
failed clearance landed on Irv who 
struck it (first time) into the back of the 
net to make the final score 3-2.

Not the best of starts, but it showed 
the IC had potential. Kingston, the 
next opponents were more physical. 
This didn’t detract from the fact that it 
was a must win game for IC. Squirrel 
put IC in the lead within two minutes. 
Gui riskily played with possession at 
the back and quickly lost it to the op-
posing striker who equalised after tak-
ing it round the keeper. A play by Lion-
O down the left resulted in IC’s second 
goal of the match.

At this point it became clear that Im-
perial were the better side. They were 
passing it across the back doing nice 
rotations and adopting a strong 2-2 
zonal defence strategy. Things seemed 
going IC’s way until a mix up in goal 
led to Kingston’s equaliser. A long ball 
thrown by their goalkeeper into ICs 
penalty box caused panic with Milky 
and Z’mon colliding leaving their strik-
er to poke it in.

At this point the game became even 
until Irv came on and kept his ‘Pimp 
Hand’ strong. After collecting Milky’s 
goal kick, he ran past all the opposition 
players and slotted it in to regain the 
lead. Kingston managed to equalise to 
leave the score at 3 apiece.

After a few minutes of pressure King-
ston lose it and start fouling IC players 
to stop the flowing champagne fut-
sal. This led to the first penalty. Pires 
stepped up to the plate but hit the bar. 
IC get another penalty and this time 
Gui punts it top left to make it 4-3.

Kingston looked completely out of 
place and just couldn’t handle the fit-
ness and movement by the players in 
blue. Yet another penalty was given. 
Squirrel stepped up but also struck the 
bar. No problem though as Damian 
soon after blasted in two goals and Gui 
completed his hat-trick to make the 
score 8-3. Kingston recover and take 
it to 8-5 but Lion-O shattered them 
of any hope by scoring his second and 
making it 9-5, which is how it finished.

Imperial finished the day second in 
their group and wait to play their final 
opponents followed by the final play-
offs in February 2009.

Gui Barbosa

Cycling club riding high...

Before late night problems set in

Imperial College Kendo Club with their high ranking guests
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Saturday 6th December
Football
Men’s 3s ULU 2-0 London South Bank 1s ULU
Men’s 6s ULU 1-3 SSEES 1s ULU 
Men’s 7s ULU 4-0 St Barts 4 ULU 

Monday 8th December
Netball
ULU Cup
Women’s 1s ULU 35-19 King’s College Medicals 2s ULU

Women’s 3s ULU 55-5 King’s College 5s ULU

Squash
Men’s 1s ULU 3-2 King’s College 1s ULU
Men’s 2s ULU 1-4 UCL 1s ULU

Wednesday 10th December
Badminton
Men’s 1st 5-3 LSE 1st
Women’s 1st 6-2 LSE 1st

Basketball
Men’s 1st N/A Kingston University 2nd

Football
BUCS Cup
Men’s 3rd 4-6 Canterbury Christ Church 4th (AET)

Hockey
Men’s 3rd 3-2 University of Reading 4th
Women’s 1st 1-1 University of Reading 1st

Lacrosse
Men’s 1st 0-10 Canterbury Christ Church Uni 1st
Women’s 1st N/A Royal Holloway 1st

Rugby
BUCS Cup
Men’s 2nd 25-10 Kingston University 1st

Men’s 1st 15-23 Oxford Brookes University 1st
Men’s 3rd N/A Imperial Medicals 3rd

Squash
Men’s 1st N/A University of Surrey 1st
Men’s 2nd 3-2 University of Hertfordshire 1st
Women’s 1st 0-4 LSE 1st

Fixtures & Results in association with Sports Partnership

table tennis
Men’s 1st 14-3 Brunel University 1st
Women’s 1st 0-5 London Metropolitan 1st

tennis
Men’s 1st 10-0 University of Reading 1st

Volleyball
Men’s 1st N/A University of Essex 1st

Saturday 13th December
Football
Men’s 4s ULU vs Imperial College 5s ULU

Sports league
Team P W D L F A Diff % FI

1 Squash Men's 1st 7 7 0 0 30 5 25 100 5.00
2 Tennis Men's 1st 6 6 0 0 51 9 42 100 5.00
3 Volleyball Women's 1st 5 5 0 0 10 0 10 100 5.00
4 Fencing Men's 1st 5 5 0 0 664 387 277 100 5.00
5 Lacrosse Women's 1st 5 5 0 0 65 20 45 100 5.00
6 ICSM Badminton Men's 1st 3 3 0 0 16 8 8 100 5.00
7 Badminton Men's 1st 8 6 2 0 45 19 26 75 4.25
8 Hockey Men's 1st 7 6 0 1 41 11 30 86 3.71
9 Netball 2nd 7 6 0 1 262 134 128 86 3.71
10 ICSM Netball 3rd 6 5 0 1 198 117 81 83 3.50
11 Squash Men's 2nd 6 5 0 1 20 8 12 83 3.50
12 Fencing Women's 1st 5 4 0 1 659 553 106 80 3.20
13 table tennis Men's 1st 8 6 0 2 91 45 46 75 2.75
14 ICSM Netball 2nd 6 4 0 2 192 117 75 67 2.00
15 ICSM Football Men's 1st 6 4 0 2 12 10 2 67 2.00
16 ICSM Hockey Women's 1st 7 4 1 2 35 15 20 57 2.00
17 Hockey Men's 2nd 8 5 0 3 32 22 10 63 1.63
18 Rugby Union Men's 2nd 8 5 0 3 200 156 44 63 1.63
19 Hockey Men's 3rd 7 3 2 2 15 24 -9 43 1.57
20 Rugby Union Men's 3rd 5 3 0 2 119 75 44 60 1.40
21 Squash Men's 3rd 5 3 0 2 9 6 3 60 1.40
22 Hockey Women's 1st 8 4 1 3 24 18 6 50 1.25
23 Basketball Women's 1st 7 4 0 3 326 309 17 57 1.14
24 Badminton Women's 1st 8 4 0 4 36 28 8 50 0.50
25 Basketball Men's 1st 4 2 0 2 298 272 26 50 0.50
26 Fencing Men's 2nd 4 2 0 2 481 453 28 50 0.50
27 Squash Women's 1st 9 1 5 3 15 25 -10 11 0.33
28 ICSM Hockey Women's 2nd 6 2 1 3 16 19 -3 33 0.00
29 Hockey Women's 2nd 6 2 1 3 16 19 -3 33 0.00
30 Badminton Men's 2nd 4 1 1 2 15 17 -2 25 -0.25
31 Hockey Men's 4th 4 1 1 2 7 19 -12 25 -0.25
32 Tennis Women's 1st 5 2 0 3 22 28 -6 40 -0.40
33 Football Men's 1st 7 2 1 4 13 18 -5 29 -0.57
34 ICSM Rugby Union Men's 1st 9 3 0 6 191 246 -55 33 -1.00
35 Volleyball Men's 1st 6 2 0 4 4 8 -4 33 -1.00
36 Football Men's 2nd 6 2 0 4 14 23 -9 33 -1.00
37 Football Women's 1st 6 2 0 4 10 21 -11 33 -1.00
38 Tennis Men's 2nd 5 1 1 3 19 31 -12 20 -1.00
39 ICSM Rugby Union Men's 2nd 7 2 0 5 75 126 -51 29 -1.43
40 ICSM Hockey Men's 2nd 8 2 0 6 13 12 1 25 -1.75
41 Lacrosse Men's 1st 4 1 0 3 22 50 -28 25 -1.75
42 ICSM Rugby Union Men's 3rd 4 1 0 3 27 98 -71 25 -1.75
43 Netball 3rd 5 1 0 4 55 182 -127 20 -2.20
44 Football Men's 3rd 6 1 0 5 11 25 -14 17 -2.50
45 ICSM Hockey Men's 1st 7 1 0 6 12 23 -11 14 -2.71
46 ICSM Netball 1st 8 1 0 7 183 317 -134 13 -2.88
47 ICSM Badminton Women's 1st 7 0 1 6 7 50 -43 0 -3.14
48 Rugby Union Women's 1st 1 0 0 1 0 80 -80 0 -4.00
49 table tennis Women's 1st 4 0 0 4 3 12 -9 0 -4.00
50 ICSM Hockey Women's 3rd 5 0 0 5 3 32 -29 0 -4.00
51 ICSM Hockey Men's 3rd 3 0 0 3 0 11 -11 0 -4.00
52 Rugby Union Men's 4th 6 0 0 6 66 300 -234 0 -4.00
53 ICSM Football Men's 2nd 4 0 0 4 1 16 -15 0 -4.00
54 Netball 1st 7 0 0 7 137 271 -134 0 -4.00
55 Rugby Union Men's 1st 9 0 0 9 92 318 -226 0 -4.00

And then there’s a tree...Imperial Dancesport 
success in Nottingham

Wallingford Head of the River 2008: 
“There’s a wiggly bit at the start. And 
then there’s a tree. It kind of sticks out 
a bit”. Josh Yerrell’s strategic racecourse 
analysis for the Wallingford Head gave 
Imperial the upper hand from the off-
set. Forty club members raced the 4.8 
km upstream from Moulsford Railway 
Bridge to the Oxford University Boat 
Club. There were eight boats entered 
in total from IC with wins from both 
the men’s and women’s squads in freez-
ing weather conditions.

The top result of the day went to the 
men’s coxed four of Adam Seward, Ri-
chard Winchester, Dan Cadoux-Hud-
son and Adam Freeman-Posh. Cox 
Henry Fieldman led the crew to a win-
ning time of 17:51.72 in the S24+ event. 
Their time was not far behind the Elite 
4- winning time. Dom Meyrick-Cole 
recalls early concern for the crew: “I 
began to worry before the race that 
Dan ‘2 Crabs’ Cadoux-Hudson wasn’t 
going to turn up on time. Eventually 
I found him, trapped under a giant 
thumb”. The sub-human temperatures 
and continuous splash from the race 
had Cadoux-Hudson in dire straits, 

shivering in a near hypothermic state 
by the end of racing.

IC also took second place in this 
event with the crew of Cox Connie 
Pidoux, Simon Hislop, Dom Meyrick-
Cole, John Dick and Henry Goodier 
coming 15 seconds later in a time of 
18:06.44. Photographic evidence later 
revealed Hislop had raced wearing 
pogies (special rowing gloves). This 
symbol of weakness is highly frowned 
upon by the club and spectators were 
in shock at the two-time Henley win-
ner. Seat 2 John Dick was pleased with 
the race and made his way under Wall-
ingford Bridge to escape the harsh 
weather. Dom Meyrick-Cole at seat 3 
was unavailable for comment on the 
race as he was busy looking for Dick.

The women’s 4- (Hannah Rouse, 
Nicola Smith, Erica Thompson, Chris-
tina Matteotti) convincingly won their 
event (W.S2.4-) ahead of Henley RC 
in a time of 20:54.84. The coxed 4 
(W.S2.4+) of Louise Hart, Ro Smith, 
Selina Graham and Clarice Chung had 
to make do with second place. The 
crew were going strong having over-
taken a vets crew when a boat full of 
schoolboys suddenly stopped ahead. 
It was too late despite Cox Larissa 

Matley’s calls for easy and a crash was 
unavoidable. Precious time was lost 
but the crew clawed back securing the 
runner-up position in 20:54.35.

All crews executed new training 
themes in a racing situation as directed 
by coaching staff. According to Head 
Coach Steve Trapmore, there is ‘still 
plenty of work to do’. Trappers deliv-
ered a passionate pre-race speech de-
manding crews to “row your bollocks 
off”. A lifestyle change for the women’s 
squad was suggested to fulfil the brief. 

Gillies 4- in the S2.4- event suffered 
an early blow when seat 3 Will Todd, 
still devastated from Kingston results, 
discovered his former partner Ole Ti-
etz was in Sheffield with another man. 
The continuous pining for Tietz caused 
built-up rage throughout the boat and 
eventually Stroke Alex Gillies snapped. 
In a fit of rage the entire steering shoe 
came off and the rest of the race was 
spent bouncing from one side of the 
bank to the other.

Next week is Sculler’s Head from 
Chiswick to Putney where George 
Whittaker will be defending his heavy-
weight title. 20 scullers will be wav-
ing the ICBC flag and all support is 
welcome.

Simon Douglas

Monday 15th December
Squash
Men’s 3s ULU vs LSE 3s ULU

Wednesday 17th December
Hockey
Men’s 3s ULU vs Imperial College 4s ULU

Rugby
Men’s 2nd vs Imperial Medicals 2nd
Men’s 1st vs UWE Hartpury 2nd

table tennis
Men’s 1st vs Middlesex University 1st 

Christina Duffy

This term sees only one competition 
for the Imperial Dancesport Team 
(that’s Ballroom and Latin – the danc-
ing you see in Strictly Come Dancing), 
but it is a big one. Despite there strong 
opposition at the Nottingham com-
petition, the team came second place 
overall.

However, that is only part of the 
story. University Dancesport compe-
titions comprise two parts: the indi-
vidual competitions during the day, 
followed by the team match in the 
evening – and IC Dancersport’s suc-
cess ran through both.

In the first session, the Intermediate 
Ballroom saw an Imperial invasion of 
massive proportions, with members of 
the team taking first, second and fourth 
places (William Chao & Roser Preuss, 
Zheng Ruan & Iwona Pilch and Sher-
win Cotta & Yun Wang respectively). 

Success continued in the Advanced 
Ballroom, with Simon Douglas & Lau-
ra Bury taking second place – beaten 
only by a couple whose combined age 
is surely in three figures – Retesh Bajaj 
& Erika Chan making the Novice Ball-
room final and the beginners’ team (in-
cluding Guo Heng Chin & Jing Jing Yan 
and Jeremy Kalindjian & Katia Bouznik 
making the semis) acquitting them-
selves well against a very large begin-
ners’ turnout from other universities. 

The Latin section saw slightly more 
modest success, with beginner couples 
Janson Yi & Yuan Tian and Dex Hong 
and Rachel Demosthenous making 
semi-finals, Garn Aiewsakun & Fern 
Prapascripan making the Intermediate 
final and Simon & Laura and Arman 
Sahovic & Nicole Papaioannou both 
making the highly competitive Ad-
vanced final, finishing sixth and third 
respectively.

The real drama, however, was saved 
for the team match. In this competi-
tion, it is more than five years since 
Imperial has finished higher than third 
– but this year it was a close tussle be-
tween Oxford and us for the Title! 

Imperial swept the ballroom A and 
B teams, with the successful Interme-
diate and Advanced couples carrying 
their excellent dancing through and 
each winning their dance. 

However, we came up against a very 
adept Oxford Latin side, who similarly 
swept the Latin A and B teams, leav-
ing Imperial B team (William & Roser; 
Sherwin & Yun; Jack Higgs & Sara Ce-
sarec; Jason Lee & Sarah Ho) tied win-
ners as both Latin couples held onto 
second places and the Imperial A des-
perately close to the same result in the 

Finally, faculty 
sports teams play 
a match worth 
participating in

Rugby

Royal School of Mines XV 15
City & Guilds XV 0

Ben Moorhouse

A team section. 
Imperial C team (Max Tay & Soraya 

Merrylees; Leon Ooi & Charlotte 
Beastall; Retesh Bajaj & Ivy Jackson; 
Yuen Tian Yi & Yvonne Liu) also came 
second with an outstanding perform-
ance from Yuen Tian Yi & Yvonne 
(both beginners) who managed an in-
dividual second place ahead of much 
more experienced dancers. The D team 
included a strong performance from 

Paul Takla and Alice Wang who made 
an individual final in the ballroom, but 
the numerous Oxford D teams pushed 
the very spirited efforts of our begin-
ners out of the team finals.

Then, on the coach on the way back 
from Nottingham’s competition, we 
celebrated the team’s best results in 
years in ways that all the single-sex 
sports can only dream of. Roll on next 
term’s competitions!

ICUWFC continued their run of form 
with a win against Roehampton two 
Wednesdays ago. The team of eleven 
that day (who needs substitutes?) con-
sisted of Maria and DD upfront, Sim-
ran, Yoke, Emma and Ibis in midfield, 
Jen, Laura, Cheryl and Steph in de-
fence, and finally Genghis in goal.

As expected the game began violent-
ly with dirty tackles, blatant handballs 
and spastic throw-ins, fouls all com-
mitted by Roehampton. But even more 
of a crime was the manner in which the 
referee refused to acknowledge more 
than half of their heinous crimes. It was 
frustrating for the IC team who were 
looking to play some proper football.

IC settled into the pace of the game 
quickly enough and it was not long 
before DD and Maria were wreaking 

havoc in the Roehampton penalty box, 
only being denied by the posts and on 
occasion the Roehampton goalkeeper. 
The first goal came fifteen minutes 
into the first half from DD who, from 
Genghis’ goal kick, took the ball around 
the entire Roehampton defence to cre-
ate a one-on-one situation with their 
goalkeeper. The goalkeeper then pro-
ceeded to slide in for a tackle with arms 
outstretched and grabbed DD around 
the ankles to yank her down. Despite 
the goalkeeper’s best efforts to take DD 
out of the game, DD had managed to 
squeeze in a shot which rolled into the 
back of the net much to the dismay of 
the visiting team. Despite IC protests, 
the referee gave the goal, wagged his 
finger at the Roehampton keeper and 
went on his way.

The rest of the half continued with 
Yoke and Simran pushing down the 
wings giving IC good width, stretching 
the Roehampton players. Emma, new 
to the central midfield role, looked to 
be enjoying herself immensely now 
that she had the chance to push up and 
take shots. The Roehampton team had 
a couple of chances that were mostly 

created by the fact that their striker 
blocked out the sun and obstructed 
the view of the IC defence. While Lau-
ra and Cheryl handled the pleasure of 
dealing with said striker and also the 
Roehampton tactician of the century 
who kept whispering, “let’s run past 
the defence” to her players, Steph was 
suffering from inappropriate body 
contact from an opponent player. The 
first half ended with IC in the lead by 
one goal.

The second half began and IC were 
able to hang onto their lead. Jen and 
Simran abused the left side of the pitch, 
which was almost void of Roehampton 
players. The second IC goal came not 
long into the second half from Emma, 
who rinsed the entire Roehampton 
team and took a top right corner shot 
from the edge of the eighteen yard box, 
making it look incredibly easy. 

A few minutes later Roehampton got 
their only goal, which was a lucky shot 
that found its way into the back of the 
net. IC spent the remaining half of the 
game defending their lead while the 
Roehampton coach threw a massive 
hissy fit on the sidelines at his players. 

ICUWFC sweep past Roehampton ladies
Football

Imperial Women’s 1st XI 2
Roehampton Women’s 1st XI 1

Cheryl See

Ladies football yet again achieve the bare minimum numbers needed

The men’s coxed eight from Imperial College Boat Club row in the Wallingford Head of the River

Strictly Come Dancing eat your heart out!

A new academic year and thus a new 
need for the Miners to prove their su-
periority over the engineers, however 
it became rapidly apparent this was not 
going to be as simple as previous years. 
The omens were coming thick and fast 
as the match approached. A miscom-
munication had meant that the team 
would be using public transport to get 
to Fortress Harlington, the referee had 
pulled out injured a day before and the 
RSM Christmas dinner was the night 
before the game.
The odds were looking increasingly 
against the RSM when the opposition 
were taken into account, with the en-
gineers on paper with the majority of 
the team being amongst the best that 
IC Rugby has to offer.

The players that did turn up were all 
hungover and some key members of 
the team decided that their beds were 
more important than playing rugby. 
After a lot of moaning and traipsing 
through the horrible weather the team 
eventually made it to field.

From the kick off RSM were on the 
offence clearly catching C&G com-
pletely off guard. They thought it would 
be a walk in the park playing against a 
bunch of hungover miners, they were 
very wrong. After the miners initial at-
tack, C&G managed to clear the ball 
and started making yards into RSM 
territory but some absolutely blind-
ing tackling by the team kept the score 
line down to a minimum even though 
the engineers were inches from the try 
line for at least twenty minutes. Adam 
“the exfoliator” Foley and Lluis Guasch 
makde a crucial tackle on the engineers 
centre Nick “Tadpole” Johnstone, to 
prevent the engineers scoring. 

Half time score: 0-0
The second half started with some 

interesting strategic moves from the 
Royal Miners that involved taking off 
a flanker due to injury and due to the 
team’s lack of substitutes, taking an en-
gineer into the ranks. This combined 
with Tim Chalke deciding he would 

try out playing as flanker, instead of 
the cold position of wing ensured that 
something big would happen this half. 

The miners were instantly back on 
the offence again after spending the 
majority of the previous half defend-
ing. After some beautifully flowing 
play with the forwards making yards 
and off loading to each other, they were 
rewarded with a scrum 5m from the 
engineers’ try line.

This was clearly an opportunity not 
to be missed and the team sensed it 
with an amazing scrum that provided 
a good platform for the back line to 
tear into C&G and eventually putting 
Adam Foley flying over the tryline for 
the first points of the match! Although 
the conversion was missed it was still 
5-0 to RSM.

The floodgates opened for RSM 
with some continuous flowing play on 
the offence and even when C&G tried 
to clear the ball, our fullback, fresher 
Fraiser James brought it back straight 
into their territory often knocking 
some of their players out of the way.

After continued pressure the Miners 
were within 5m of the tryline when the 
backs being a bit bored of the standard 
game decided to mix in a bit of aussie 
rules football into the mix with one of 
the centres dropping the ball on the 
floor only for Lluis Gausch to catch 
it on the rebound and clatter over for 
another try. There was uproar from 
the C&G boys with them being un-
derstandably irate at the ref not seeing 
the obvious knock on but the try was 
given, taking the score to 10-0.

With only minutes to go before the 
end of the match, it was starting to 
show on the RSM front with the pack 
deciding to have a coughing fit together 
and then Richard “chumbley” Simons 
asking if we could have a 2 minute wa-
ter break. After this offset the team 
continued to play with vigour and this 
resulted in a final try from Adam Foley 
before the end of the match to make 
the final score 15-0. 

Overall it was an absolutely stun-
ning performance made by a team 
that were all exhausted and hungover 
from the last few night’s activities and 
as usual showed that the Miners spirit 
is something hard to beat; a spirit that 
would be impossible to recreate in a 
‘superclub’. The long road to the Bottle 
Match has begun…
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T he final issue of term is 
upon and oh has it been 
a lively term for sports at 
Imperial. After a reason-
able start, we have got into 

the swing of things and hope you have 
seen the improvement in the sports 
pages.

We have slightly tweaked the for-
mat to mirror that of the back page, to 
some extent, and we have reduced the 
amount of text-heavy articles, like we 
said we would!

A room for improvement is the 
amount of errors in the articles, be it 
typos, grammar etc. As the copy edi-
tors of the paper have lives, and can’t 
stay late to read our section it is down 
to us to spot mistakes.

Quite hard after going to the union 
the day before the issue goes to print.

Therefore we would like to call all 
those interested in ‘copy editing’ the 
sports pages to drop us a line at sport.
felix@imperial.ac.uk, or come and 
have a chat whenever you see either 
of us around so we can sort something 
out. It’s not that hard of a job, the ba-

The netball 1s hadn’t won a game all 
season and as they headed off to Cat-
ford to face Kings Medics they knew 
if they were going to change that then 
this would be the night…

Waiting in the changing rooms for a 
caretaker to be found to switch on the 
floodlights spirits were high. Perhaps 
a little too high and cocky though as 
when we eventually got on court over 
half an hour late the first quarter was a 
disastrous affair. No matter how many 
beautiful interceptions kept being 
made in defence the ball was continu-
ously lost as the girls tried to bring it 
down court. This lack of flow through 
the team has been a recurring prob-
lem all term due to inconsistencies in 
the squad and was the main reason for 
our continued defeats. We lost the first 
four centres in a row. Along with some 
shocking umpiring that saw attack re-
peatedly being contacted as they tried 
to take a shot but it never getting called 
up and defence being pulled up for dis-
tance at 6’ odd this saw the first quarter 
end at 7-5 to GKT.

IC took themselves to one side for 
a team talk looking a bit dismal. Keen 
eyed Team Captain Rachel Dilley how-
ever had other concerns. She felt the 

quarter hadn’t seemed long enough 
so questioned the umpires. Having 
found out we’d only played 12 minutes 
instead of the required 15 due to the 
late start she insisted we be allowed to 
get back on and finish the remaining 
3 minutes because we hadn’t been in-
formed before play began. This saw us 
lose another goal so the score became 
8-5 to GKT. It also caused an argu-
ment between the GKT Captain and 
the umpires, which resulted in the silly 
girl crying and taking herself off for the 
rest of the game!?

The Imperial girls all knew what 
they had to do. Concentration wasn’t 
there, the aggression and want of the 
win wasn’t there. We came back on for 
the second quarter more determined 
knowing we were the better team and 
we just needed to start playing at the 
level we were capable of.

Frustration with the refereeing 
started to get to several players includ-
ing GK Kate Chapman, who slammed 
the ball on the floor after yet another 
ridiculous call causing it to hit the 
base of the post and almost knock one 
of the umpires in the face, and GA 
Colette Gregory, whose shooting was 
completely off. Nevertheless, IC still 
managed to pull it back to 12 all at half 
time.

Rachel asked her team if they actu-
ally wanted to win a game this season 
and instructed Colette to “give it some”. 
Coming back on for the third quarter 
is when it all went wrong for Kings. A 
miscalculated substitution of their GA 
let IC pull away and our confidence 

Colette Gregory
Jack Cornish & 

Mustapher Botchway
Sports Editors

Merry 
Christmas!

sic job-description is to read articles 
and check for grammatical mistakes. I 
shan’t mention the fact you could put 
it on your CV if you are struggling on 
your extra-curricular section.

Anyhow enough harping on about 
the goings on of the paper and onwards 
to the future.

Jack and I have devised some ideas 
for the sports pages next year, which 
hopefully will see fruition. This in-
cludes possible comments columns 
from prominent people within the 
ACC.

Expect more debates and more opin-
ion pieces from us, including a possible 
resurrection of the ‘superclub’ debate.

The final week of college has slightly 
reduced the number of games tak-
ing place this week but we still have a 
hearty five pages for you to digest in-
cluding Jack’s interview with Catherine 
Atkin.

Squash are still ruling things by the 
way.

Have a merry Christmas and what-
ever you do, keep fit and don’t suffer 
from the Christmas dinner pile on.

soar leading to successive goals. De-
fence kept talking to each other and 
the Chapman-Dilley-Davies combina-
tion totally dominated the opposition’s 
attack. Carolyn Sharpe (despite suffer-
ing from a two-day hangover after the 
epic Netball Christmas Dinner!) and 
Nicole Evans, at C and WA respective-
ly, started to work the ball down better 
with support from behind. A change 
of tactics in the goal third saw some 
sneaky elbows off ball from Colette to 
teach her GD a lesson and movement 
out of the D by the GS Sam Westrop 
to create more space for her GA meant 
the balls kept going in. IC came off 21-
15 ahead.

The question was: were the girls go-
ing to let it go in the last quarter like 
they had in so many other games? Not 
a chance. Some say the play in attack 
in the final quarter was “poetry in 
motion”, but they might be twats, for 
example twat of the match in Rachel 
Dilley. This award was given for acci-
dentally pulling her pants down along 
with her skort in the changing rooms 
after the game. I think it might have 
been in anticipation of the centre-
fold appearance! Player of the match 
was Nicole who has boundless energy 
and is fully devoted to every game. IC 
player was Kate Chapman who had a 
great game right from the start mak-
ing “lovely” interception after “lovely” 
interception.

The final score was 35-19 to Impe-
rial resulting in a group hug and girly 
whoops of delight!! We’ll be coming to 
a page three near you very soon!!

Netball

Netball Women’s 1st VII 39
King’s Medicals 2nd VII 15

Looks like there’ll be a 
netball centrefold!


