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GYMNASIUM FOR NEXT YEAR
SHODDY

Why isn't the gymmasium finished yet?

Once again we, the members of the Union,

are suffering from the incompetence of the

powers that be to plan anything in such a

way that i# is completed on time, or even

within months of the specified date.

A week before the beginning of this

term, workmen moved in to carryout work

that was ordered to be done last MAY.

More tithe seems to be spent drinking tea

than doing the work that the tax-payer is

paying for.

The whole business of the gymmasium

4s one of blunders: this may sound a

strong word to use, but its suitability
4s demonstrated by the following facts:

1. The gym was designed in such a way

that it is two feet too short for Bad-

minton, Consequently the Badminton Club

will suffer for a good many years by hav-

ing to phay on outside courts.

2, The radiators were fitted into re-

cesses in the walls so that they would

be out of the way, leaving the w@lls flat

so that ball games could be played in

sefety. However, over the rediators were

‘built box arrangements which protruded

about three inches from the walls, mak-

ing ball games highly dangerous. This was

both unnecessary and stupid, when a simple
flat panel was all that was required, At
great expense these are at last being mod-

ified by continuing the panelling along the

whole length of the wall- The result looks
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SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED!

extremely shoddy and the finished article

is not nearly a% good as it would have

been if the job had been done correctly

the first time,

3. The ropes are still awaited, and it is

rumoured that we might eventually get some

wallbars,

4, The date of completion is still unknown.

In conclusion, the athletic clubs are

to be congratulated on the restraint they

have shown, and our sympathies go to them

for all the inconveniences they have had to

put up with.

INCONVENIENCE ATHLETIC CLUBS

BALL GAME

VINDICATED

A cament that appeared in the Editor-

jel of a recent copy of Phoenix with

reference to “ball-geme players" being

wunfitted to choose a grand piano was

disproved am Thursday, Oct. 3rd. The

new piano, chosen by Council in prefer=

ence to a baby grandas suggestedby

some members of the S.C.C. whose mem-

bers were directly oonected with the

instrument, was moved against all inst-

ructims to the Upper Refectory. The

piano bought by the Uni last term

was intendedto remain @ the stage and

be used by professional musicians.

4n over enthusiasticgreup of irres-

ponsible membersof our Unian man-

handled <ae pieno to the Upper Refectorye

fhe frent was forced off and the lock

badly dsmaged in an endeavour to make the

instrument available to the Jazz Band.

During the course of the evening two

large burns appeared an the top - d=

viously made by smouldering cigarettes.

The "ball-gemeplayers" are clearly

more in touch with the standard of

behaviour ef the OTHER Unica Mewbers.
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STOP PRESS

Hov. Sth. celebrations.

Keep an eye on notice boards

and FELIX for full details.

TODAY'S
8.C.M. Open meeting.“Ie there a Godt”

Prof, HD. Lewis, Room 128 C&G. 1-10pm.
Sandwiches available,

COLIEGS EVENING CHAPEL. Holy Trinity

Church, 5-O5pmi,

CHRISTMAS ISLANDERS. “On the beach:”

Mr David Jones. Literary readings and

discussion, Comittee Room B.(Off Union

Lounge.) 5-15pm.
LIBERAL SOCIETY, Mr. Peter Bessell,

prospective Liberal candidate for Bodmin,

— _ at 1-15pm in Committee

EVENTS
CHESS CLUB. Freshers’ Trials in

Chess room at 5-15pm,

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOC. Open evening.

All members, especially Freshers, wel-
COmS. ;

ROWER CHEW. "“Revering to Success.”
Discussion, Meet at 1-l0pm Main entrance

BC...

CHEM, ENG. SOC. Meeting in Chem.

Pech, at 1-10pa.

SAILING CLUB. Mecting in Rom 161 City
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HEBRIDEAN EXPEDITION

BOTANISTS V/S/T ORANSAY

During August this year, a party of

seven members Of the Zoology Department

took part in an expeditim to the Isle of

Oransay, oe of the most westerly islands

of the Inner Hebrides. It was led by

Bob Sturrock who, with the rest, had just

completed his second year in the Zoology

Dept., and included two girls.

The trip was rm to gain experience

in planning, camping and working under

expedition conditims and to see how the

the members survived each other's company

over a reasMable period of time. Armed

with this knowledge, the planning of an

expedition to Ghana in 1955, to follow

the one this year, should be greatly

facilitated.

On August 1st. six members joined the

seventh on the island to start the camp.

They had failed to meet three days earlier

because of a failure @ British Railways

which resulted in the main party being
unable to catch their boat. ‘whilst

refusing to accept responsibility,

British Railways generously footed the

bill for extra expenses incurred during a

three day "Tour of the Scottish Islands"

as the party made its way by an alternatve

route to its destination.

Far the next three weeks no major set-

backs interfered with the camp and life

progressed smoothly. Problems, including

an investigation of littoral insects, a

survey of the distributim of craneflies,

an examination of the liverfluke *f the

island and general biological collecting,

were carried out with reasqable success.

A revealing insight into island life was

Obtained qne night during a “Ceilidh”

(pronounced caley as in tray) ona
neighbouring island - the effects of

which were visible for several days!

After this, gales fran various direct-

igs combined with heavy rain showers

began to play havoc with the camp. All

the tents were damaged and rumning repairs

had to be made continuously under all

caditims of gale, visibility and rain.

Eventually four of the seven tents

collapsed under the strain. Two of these

were Of a design reputed by the makers to

have been tested in a South Georgia

winter = sane comment on our English

summer! Throughout this period the

morale of the camp remained high,

although we lost one member for external

wncontrollable personal reasons (female).

With the subsidence of the gales the

expedition ran quietly to an end. On

August 30th. camp was struck and members

regretfully left the islands for their

homes. The kindness of the islanders

impressed itself on everyme and their

hospitality will be long remembered.

The whale venture was undoubtedly

successful and provided all the

experience hoped for. A detailed report

will be given to the R.C.S. Natural

History Society sanetime in November,

together with a film made during the

trip.
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SPECIAL VISITOR

SIR ALEXANDER FLECK

R.C.A. WASHED

Attempts have recently been made to

improve the facilities of the Huxley

Building. They necessitated the draining

of the central heating system, The heating

engineers eventually did arrive to refill

the system, all going well until lunchtime

when the job was only half-finished, True

to the tradition of British Workmen, every—

thing stopped for tea; that is, except the

water supply to the radiators which was

left running. The inevitable happened.

Slowly but unceasingly the water crept

higher and higher; one by one the radiators

started to leak, It was found later that

all the air release vents had been left

open, and several laboratories were flood-

ed as a result. ;

The 'piece de resistance} however, wag

the culmination of the whole episode. The

cold water (hot never goes through these

radiators) at last reached the top of the

heating system and issued forth from an

upper-storey window as a long, penetrating

jet; so penetrating, in fact, that a row

of motor= bicycles parked outside the

neighbouring Royal College of Art received

an unasked for, but nevertheless highly

effective, shower bath,

TO WORK IN THE

ANTARCTIC

Every year a large mmber of those

leaving I.C. go abroad in search of a

change of scenery, or money, usually

both. But very few have travelled as

far away as C.M.Smith (ex-Chem. Dept.)

intends to go. He will spend the next

two and a half years at a F.I.DeS. base

in the Argentine Islands, Graham Land,

Antarctica. As a change fram arganic

chemistry he will be doing meteor-

ological work, some of it in connection

with the International Geophysical Year.

Martin, who is well know in the

College for his momtaineering and

photographic activities, sails soon on

the "John Biscoe", and after a short

stay in Part Stanley he will be landed

at the base, which he will share with

eleven other scientists, the penguins

and the seals. His spare time is to be

spent doing photography and bird-ringing.

We rather think that he will find

life a little bit quieter down there

than it is in IeCe

NOT FOR ENGINEERS

K.B.EJERS Bn
They've thrown us together, those Chemists up there

And I hope you will see that it's really unfair —

You're merely a number, whilst I have a name;

Our status in life is hardly the sam,

All thermodynamics can’t make us combine

For I'm Kangarucin and you are E-9,

STUDENTS AND THEIR FRIENDS

ADMITTED WITHOUT TICKET AT

THE MAIN DOOR PEANUTS.



GHANA'S ECOLOGY STUDIED

fhe following is an account of

the I.C. Ecological Expedition to Ghana

which took place this summer, sponsored

by the Exploration Board:—

Ghana is a young country and is

almost. impatient in its desire to

solve its many problems, especially

the agricultural ones. The object of

our expedition was ecological explo-

ration with an economic inclination

and touched on the most fundamental

tropical problem, which is soil con-

servation. The usual method of farming,

awey from the coastal plain, is by

clearing the mature forest and planting

crops in the forest soil. The sun im

mediately begins to dry the hums and

the soil nutrients, now no longer held

by an extensive root system, are etched

away by the rain, and the area is al-

lowed to degenerate to a secondary bush

vegetation.

The focal point of the investigat-

ions of the three entomologists, two

botanists and the soil scientists was

the factors affecting the formation

aud destruction of humus, although each

member also studied isolated subjects.

Two main areas were studied, One was a

strip transect in the Bobiri Forest

Reserve extending from a stream through

a@ swamp, into thick forest on a slight

hill; the other was once a swamp by a

river but has been drained and deforest-

ed and now supports an annual crop of

rice. Rice has only recently been intro-

duced there and the area can probably

be compared directly withthe other swamp

which is still forested.

During the eight weeks several

trips were made by one or all of the

members, and Wiawso, Cape Coast, Ach~-

4mota University in Ghana, Kano in Nig-
eria, and Agades on the fringe of the

Sehara were all visited. A truck and

driver were supplied by the department

of Agriculture in Kumasi (the capital
of Ashanti) to make the trips in Ghana

possible. Kumasi is only 20 miles from

the Bobiri Reserve, and as it is the

headquarters of the Opposition Party,

we got a good idea of the background to

the deportations, riots and court cases

which have occurred recently.

The expedition was‘ led by Nick

Jago who, together with Janet Petersen

and Joyce Farmer organised the cook

and two steward boys who performed our

chores, We lived in two mosquito—proof

bungalows, fortunately equipped with a

refrigerator which was constantly main-

tained by Chris Green. This machine is

of vital importance when the tempera-

ture is constantly around 80 degrees

Fahreneit and the relative humidity

is 100 %.

On October lst we should be in

Freetown, Sierra Leone, where we are

assured of a pleasant stay, as it is

the home town of Hilton Jarrett, the

goil scientist, At the moment (Sept.
27th) we are only one day from Tak-

oradi Harbgur, in a freezing tempera-

ture of 76 F, on our way to so British

winter and a lot of work awaiting us.

_wardenship,for purely professional

end it is mlikely thet he would make a

FELIX

STUDENT HOSTELS

GOVERNMENT REPORT REVIEWED

fhe University Grants Comittee has

recently the report of its sub—
committee om Halls of Residence. This

50=page document published by Her Majesty's

Stationaxy Office, is very good value for

three shillings.

It discusses the whole problem of

ensuring that every student derives: the

full. benefits of a wiiversity life. It

strongly advocated the provisionof more

Halls of Residence as the means of doing

this. Only when all students spenda

pericdin residence (the report recommends
at least two years and preferably mere)

will the brombagging9 to 5 mentality

pe eradicated.

The vital educatiqal role of hestel

life should be of great interest to

Imperial College, for whose students ten

of so new hostel units, each containing

about 90 residents, are to be buildin

Princes: Gardens during the next few (7)
yearse

The booklet discusses a student

who, having just left school, continues

to live at haze whilst attending colleges

To him are denied"the stimulus:of fresh
scenes, the exhilaratian of inflependence,

the sense that a new adventurous phase of

life is pending". Digs may have the

advantage of being much closer to college,

but are a very poor secand to living in

a hostel. They are liable to be expensi-

ve, and sane are squalid and difficult

to work ine As the report says, “digs

do nothing to help a student to inter-

pret the wniversity world", It goes

on to emphasise the “civilising and

humanising" influence of a hostel. Half

of a student's wmiiversity education is

Obtained in his college department, the

other half, equally important, by mixing

with his fellow students, Only a resident

can appreciate the second half fully. He

can pbtain a thoroughinterchange of ideas

‘with his fellows and can benefit from an

understanding of the co-operation and

teamwork which spring fran livingin a

student canmmitye

The report recommends a mixture of

‘all "years" and postgraduates in hostels,

and emphasises the importance of a sprink-

lingof steff, as well, in order to im-

prove staff-student relationships. Mem-

bers of staff should act as “moral tutors"

to the students.

A hostel depends a great deal, says

the report, a the presanalityof its
werden. He must be resilient! nd howi

The sub-committeethinks that the post

of warden should be held in miversity

atatus: that the metime possession of

a@ wardenship should count faveursbly when

eppeintmentsto professorships are being

made. This producesme implication

which will have to be watehed carefully

at I.C. Hithertocur wardens end. sw

wardens have been men with @ germmine and

eotive interest in student affairs: they

heave taken on the job more as a hebby

thanfor money. New it seems possible

that an ambitious academicianmay seek q

ends,

satisfactoryand tolerent warden. It is

to be hoped that there will always te suf-

ficient staffto take on wardonships fer

the fim and great interest it can pro-

vide rather than possible pranctia later.

The report also attempts to discuss

the possible impact of a large residential

populatiomin various halls, each holding

about 100, am college life in general.

Bere it is impossible to generaliseon

the cenplementary functiams of halls and

wnions;: so much depends cn the distance

that the halls are fram the college

centre, the existence of an active mim

ete., and this is different for every

wmiversity in the country. The report

speaks of athletic clubs rum by each hall:

students not actually in residence would

be considered as “associate members” of

a hall for this purpose, with the right

to use lomgesand dining rooms in the

hall. This, no doubt, is a reasonable

idea for a college or university where

the halls are scattered and remote fran

, the Union or social center. But at I.C.,

‘with a large and active Unim, whioh

divides naturally into the ‘three consti-

tuent college unions when the situation

or numbers demand, it seems unlikely that

any of the halls in Princes Gardens will

feel any need to organise their om

major activities. The I.C.

report, 1955-56, emphasised that the

Princes Gardens project was designed to

encourage the corporate feeling of the

college as a whole, and all residents

would use the ssme refectories and loungese

Nevertheless each hall will need sane

sort of administering camittee, like the

present hostel's Resident's Committee

which, happily, cautains a considerably

greater student representation than the

U.GeC.*s report appears to think right a

and proper.

This sub-comittee's report has been

based on evidence received fram many uni-

versities end colleges. The University

Grents Comittee visited I.C. in November,

1955, and it is very satisfactory to recall

that the Union Council's memorandum to

the committee was devoted entirely to

a@ request for more halls of residence,

for reasons similar to those described

in same sections of this report. The

purchase of Princes Gardens followed a

few months later. This Council was

subjected to the perennial and totally

irrelevent criticism that it contained

too many sporting and ball-games types.

They certainly seemto have hit the ball

good and hard on this occasion.

THE GARDEN HOSTEL


