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The need. has been felt for some time for a frequently published

Journal to cO@wment uponvine afiains of the Collegce whilst they are

still topical, and. to bring to the attention-of its members the
activities of Clubs and Societies of-whieh people at present. know

little, and@knowing little, tend to, care even less. This is a function
which clearly. cannot.be performed oy THE PHGLNGA, particularily since

that estimable bird ils: now to appesroonly twicG, a year, Sie so

FELIX has come to meet the need. We do not intend to encroach upon

the literary field covered by THE PHOENIX; ratherdo we intend to be

complementary to that journal, even if not always complimentary.

Neither are we in any way conneeted with i%y, nor are we its offspring.
(In any ease, this unfertunate bird is presumably unable to produce

any offspring, since only one bird exists at any one time, rising

from the ashes of its predecessor. Perhaps this accounts for its
Goleful appearance). No, THE PHOENIX will remain a% essentially
literary magazine, whereas we shall content ourselves with providing

&@ commentary upon events. and personalities.

The success or failure of this paper: depends principally

upon you, our readers. In the first place we depend upon you to

produce many of our articles and reports, since our staff cannot

themselves attend and report every College event. Secondly we depend

upon you to maintain a lively oorrespondence in our columns. Heye

43 an-opportunity for you to air your opinions, ideas and grievances

to the whvle College instead of just to thosé within earshot at the

bar, and replies can be published before everyone has forgotten

what the original letter was about. Thirdly we depend upon you,to

buy your own copy of FELIX, and not just to read somebcdy else s

copy. We do not think that $d is beyond the financial scope even

of a student trying to live-on.a-F.E.T. grant, and copies for 4

term oost less than a pint of beer. .

Any profits mideby the paper are to be devoted to Sports

Day, Since it appears that the Union is now so impecunicus that it

may be unable to subsidise. cvaches and teas on that important

occasion. oe
come ens fume penn mm eae mth framt poem hot pres ren. eh bee

Any contribution will be welcomed, whether 40 be agit

article on the marital customs of the Watussi or a chance remark

heard in the bar. Contributions and letters should be addressed

to:- The Editor,’ Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Road.

Contributurs may write under nems de plume if they wish, but must

supply their names and Colleges with their contributiogs.

llieee

A debt of gratitude is owed to F.C.EWELS for his suggestion

of a title. He shall be rewarded with a saucer of milk.

Pa pe ee fmt See eee eet et met ems pm me ont emt fet,

We note with Pleasure that Dinner in Hall is steadily gaining

support as a regular College function. We learn that 40 Duten

students are attending next Tucsdsay's dinner. If every member of the

College makes a point of attending this function at least once a

term, its success wlll be assured,

“eh



Celebration with Repercussions.

“or centurics men, women and children, conneeted in the

smallest way with this country, have taken it to be their joyous

and inalienable right to rend the silence and blackness of the

November nizht, for one night only, with loud explosicne and

vivid flames and fireworks.

The men, women and children of this College differ little

from their predecessors in this respect, and on November Sth

1949, many hundred students with escort emerged from the

merrymaking at the "Hop" to gambol and caper,- indeed to

celebrate in the way that Guy Fawkes so unwittingly initiated,

Know this, fricnds; these merry-makerswere indeed worthy of

that title. The appélinticns of organised trouble-makers or

houligans ring as untrue as apclogiesin the esr of one who has

been crivopled in the Scrum. Imagine, therefo®e, the consternation

anong these revellers at being greeted in the ‘shadow of the Albert

Hall by ctr blue-coated brothers in inflamed mood. Report after

report was passed around of he who had been punched in the

kidneys, she who was pushed in the face, and others worsely

andled.

THis treatment ,-cneée may conjecture, was desicked «to quell

any merrymaking and fireworking, and in fact force a hasty retreat

by all to the Union, The design was bad; there are probably few

other bodies in the British community who value their freedom and

their rights as mueh as Students. The rough behaviour of the Law

aroused indignation, but apart from urgent expostulation, no

departure was made from, the practice of Bonfire lighting, the

creation of Mighty Explosions and the indescribable whirl and

turmoil attendant upon the Festival Spirit. Indeed 4 students

(one at least of whom comes frum THe Bush) were defying the
flames and flying fireworks in a dance of delight rvcund the fire.

Meanwhile The Prinee Consort lcoked down benignly, #nd reassured
himself, we are sure, by tolling himself of the safety of the

structure around his head.

Others seemedto disagree, albeit reverently, with the

measured opinion of the Prince and more bliue helmets were seen

to bob their way (usually accompanied by a cunstable) towards

the fire ~ narmless as it was. In an instant there was a fpurt

of water: a loud hissing and an uprising of angry steam marked
the dousing of the friendly fiames. But, friends, this was not
all. The jet of water having done its deed was then directed on

to those who hitherto, had been enjoying the pleasing warmth and

happiness exuding from the fire. Only one outcome could there

be; students bore down upon the unpleasant hose in an attempt to
maintain the dryness of their clothing. The further outcome was

unexpected, for in an instant some of. cur numbers were Linking

arms with policemen and walking in scme haste towards the mobile

police Vans.

: It became evident that strong measures were being taken
by the Law to discontinwe the customary eclsebration; and even

more so when student sfter student was flung into a black va and

removed to eustody. It was an wneven contest, for the Umpire was

not on our side. However, the student body is not one to say

goodbye before the final whistle, and their attentions having

been distracted from the Albert Memorial Steps (ch, bad :
strategy, sir!) some students were seen to have a1rTriculey 28

crossing the road towards the Hall without lifting a vehicle or

two out of the way. Finally, conscious of the fact that the best

activities should not continue after the climax, cries of “Come

on I.C." and the chanting of the I.€.Boomalaka brought an
enjoyable - but disapnointing - evening to a close.- :

- For some, but others, languishing in Chelsea Police

Station, were not wholly anpreciative of the humour of the

occasion. These 16 unfortunates aopeared before the Beak on the
Monday, to be remanded for 92 fortnight, since this was cunsidered
tu be no mere display of “the exuberance of youth" but a sericus

incident. In the interim police helmets were sought among the
student body with little success: many hearts, however, were


