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, On the 19th Day of February, 1945, the

| I1inicdoka Community Council and the Block
. Comnissioners met with lr. Dillon S. Lyer, |
' the WRA National Directcr, at the Cormu-

i nity Council Chambers to discuss the ques-
i tions pertinent to the center closure.

| Following is a condensed official record ‘
. of this 170-minvtes meeting.
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MNEETING OF
THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND THL BLOCK COL! ISSIOMERS
; WwITH '
LR. MNYBER, NATIONAL DIRECTOR
February 19, 1945

-LINUTES -

The meeting was called to order by Lr. Fujii, Chairman of the Commu-
nity Council and the Block Commissioners, at 9:15 A.MN.
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ent were: ‘ . A

lmen: Y. Pujii, S. Osawa, K. Mayeno, K. Eikida, Y. Doi,
. sunohara, Executive Secretary;

mmissioners: 5. latate, Y. Hamamoto, G. Nomura ,

raya, K. hara, 5, Osaka, i.. Kawaguchi, T. Yoneyama,

ukl, I. hasumoto, I. Kimura, l.. Cta, K. Lashihara,

» J. Yoshida, 'T. Sasaki, T. Kusumi, L. Layasaka,

Arai, S. Okumura, T. Bosakada, i.. Luramatsu,
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mbers: D. Takeoka, T. Layano, D. lLakasone,
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S. Soeda, T. Tamura, i.. Hashimoto, .. Kitayama;
inted Persohnel: E.L. Stafford, J. Nichols, J.F. Graham,
S. Barrett, Z. Luberman, W.F. Rawlings, 'V. Mclaughlin.
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INTROLUCTORY REMARKS:
Fayil

Un behalf of the residents of this project, and as the Chairman
of *he Coumunity Council and the Block Commissioners, I wish to ex-
tend our greetings and welcome to kr. wyer, our National Director.

Since the announcement of 1liftirg of the general exclusion order
on the %est Coast was made, the Community Council.and the Block.Com-~
missloners have had two. meetings with our Project Director, and also
have met with Lr. Kimball to discuss certain phases of the probklem.
In 2ddition, the Cormunity Councill has discussed and studied with the
residents 1In the hope of brinsing about constructive sugcestions and
recormendations by the people of this project. ;

We are very happy to have you with us today, to meet with you to
discuss some phases of the problem. Out of this conference, we are
hoping that some issues of the problem will be clarified, and that you
will cet a better understanding of our side of the issues and under-
take neccussary steps as are required in obtaining a revision of the
new policy so as to elimihate fears and anxieties of the evacuee rcs-
idents in this center. : e i

Since our time 1s strictly limited, and lr. Lyer's time is
very valuable, I take great pleasure in introducing to you
our National Director, wr. Lyer, at this time.

INTRODUCTORY TALK:
Nr . Myer

Mr. Chairman, lembers of the Community Council, Block CommiSSidners,
and other folks of hinidoka. s ;

This 1s my third visit here to i.inidoka, and I am very happy to
be here 'and have this oprortunity to talk with you. I was asked when
I was down at Granada to meet with the high school youngsters there.
I met with them and talked to them. One of the first question that
was asked was, "What iIs thé resl reason for your visit here?" I want
to tell you my real reason for the visit to all of these centers.

The real reason that I came to these centers is to.try, . if possible,
to have you folks understand why we have announced certain policics
and to dlscuss them with you. I came also to find out whether there
aré any squeaks 1in 'the machinery and to learn the details in order to
help get this job. done, so we can iron out this corplex problem for



all of us. Any sugpcstions made by you peoplc in iiinidoka could be
madc to other ccntcrs to help them carry out thcir job. I am mect-
ing with vou pcoplc and the Appointed Personncl to lcarn what I can
while I am herc. And, on the national standpoint, to help you get
your job done. I didn't come down here to make a speech but to dis-
cuss with you and answer some of your questions first hand, and if

I stand herc and give you the answers to the questions and go speci-
fically to them, it shculd rnot take too much time on this. I do want
to tell you I haven't had time to read your recommendations through
in detailil yet . +i: :

In the first place, it is my belief that in spite of little in-
cidents and things in‘'the newspapers here and therc, the gencral at-
titude on the West Coast is better today than it has becn before. As
far as pcople in this center and other centers arc concecrnecd, wc have
reasons for that but not apparent om the surfacec. We still have those
very pecople who have becn carrying on a campaign of hatec for the last
forty years. Particularly, a large number of people do these things
because of the economic reasons, and they havec been doing a pretty
good job of working at it. They are claiming to boycott through rcs-
olutions, through newspaper advertisements and all kinds of procedures
in rclationship to thc whole relocation program on the basis of what
you and I do. We let that 1littlc group of pcoplc, who have been your
encmics throughout thc ycars, make or bréak you unless you-.put up a
fight and do something about it. That is exactly how I fccl about 1it.
In spite of the fact that I say this, I have morc and morc things I
want to tell you and thc reasons why we dccidcd to finish the reloca-
tion program. There are two or thrcc things I would ‘1like.to say.
ATter the mass exclusion ban was lifted, we arrivecd at the particular
reasons, some of thecm as early as threce ycars ago. In the first place
we have in liinidoka and other centcrs bectween cightecn to twenty thou-
sand youngsters who arec going to continuc to livc and spend their
wholc lives in the United States. The youngsters educational life is
entirely of contacts with the wholc community within the world in
which he lives. In spite of the fact that we havé gottcn along well
in kinidoka, you don't want your childrcen to livc here all the rcst
of their 1lives. I have thrce of my own. I think it is an important
assumption that those kids get back into the normal schools and out-
side communitics as fast as they can get adjusted themselves before
it gets more and more difficult for them to do so. Otherwisc, they
may have a far more difficult time later than now. Some of the young-
sters have never gone to any other school than here. That 1is one of
my reasons. : :

The number two reason is that there are opportunities today for
the people in relocation centers to move out to the lWest Coast and
other parts of the country and make a living, which may not be avail-
able later. After the war is over, when war plants close and whcn
the boys come back, there would bc compctition for jobs, chaos to fill .
situations than we have at thc present timec. I have fclt for many
months that it was going to be ‘essential to finish thc relocation job.
while the campaign situation is an object for thc people to have here
in venturing cut, I don't think that can absorb th¢ pcople. I belicve
that very strongly. I realize it is vory hard to belicve that you can
make a living on the outside so easily but it will be 2 lot easier to
do it now. It will be almost impossiblec later. TN o T

 Thc third reascn, I think, is important. It conccrns the welfare
arencies with whom we arc working to give aid to the unfortunate pco-
ple beccause they are old, ill or poor, or bccause of other unfortunatec
circumstances. The agencies arc in thc best position to help them to-
day than ever before. Whencver cverybody is able to work,  they don't
have very many people to work with. The figures are full now and they
will maintain the basic responsibility of handling welfare cascs.
They have some funds and we have somec funds. They are in a better po-
sition to help us now than they will be later on. It isn't important
now but we have confidence in pcople and I have heard a great many
people say that they have no confidence in other agencies. It is my
judgement, right or wrong, for the right psople here to get help so
that somc relationship can be established now. Thesc people can take
an intercst before we take any 2dditional step and I think you will



help carry somc of that load. Ve have somc deccnt friends to do that
in come way. They arc not going to be in a position to do it always.
Thot 1s why it is one of our major rcasons that we are asking you to
carry out that phasc of thec progranm.

For thc¢ next year, funds are coming out of our budget but will be
expcended through agzencies. Vhere we can, it will be neccssary to
build up our relationship.

The fourth rcason is that we have to get our funds from the Unit-
ed States Congress. e have had rretty good relation with Congress
so far. e have recquested for funds all along and have been favored.
How long that will be available, I do not know. It should not be nec-
essary for them to continue to give as they always have bteen. It will
te just so long as people can go bock home and for a recasomable time
afterwards. What is a reasonable time? That I do not know. /e con-
sidered all ol the problems involved and decided that approximately a
year or so was a reasonable time and that was about the only thing.
We couldn't justify a longer time becausc I felt it was essential that
the job be done within that length of time. The budget has already
woen prepared. That is a practical point and I an sure that you must
; consicered. Congress introduced the bill to closec the center by
2ty 1lst, but it won't pass because the closing of the center then is
not Jjustified. I knew that at the time of the introduction of the
bill. kr. loervshok didn't have a good chance of that bill being pass-
ed. The reason for not passing it was that we have a program outlined
and set up which was mors reasonable than his. He hasn't had a pro-
gram and we had some kind of a sound program. We have no concern about
that bill passing now. I was surpriscd at him. I know why the bill
was Iintroduced. There is going to be a lot of pressure.

The fifth reason 1s a very important one to you folks than any
onc else. I think it is important and that is this. The folks who
have been fighting you for the last 40 years have been opposed to our
raiccation program from the start. I couldn't figure it out for a
1ittle while. 'I didn't know the history. Some ol thenm began’ to" op-
pose the relocation program. They wanted us to maintain everybody
in the relocation centers. They hoped that they could get them out
of this country. There were legislative bills to remove all of you
pcople and your children from this country. Various bills of this
kind have been proposed and introduced. _Some of them still have the
thought in the backs of their heads. The situation is very favorable
now. Relocation is best at the present time in working with those
favorable people who have been pretty well financed. I don't think
it is owr intercst tc give those who have been fighting you for the
last 40 or 50 yeors a target to shoot at.

Those are the five points. I didn't figure those out since last
December. I have known those reasons for a long long time. I felt
for two years or more that it was essential to get rid of the Reloca-
tion Centers as fast as possible. You folks will understand and I
hope you will help us to make the rest of the folks understand. e
have been fighting on the principles and have gained a lot. I have
not been sent to fight your purposes but to bring about an understand-
ing. The war has not been finally won but we have woen the ma jor bat-
tles. We were on the defensive side up till about a year ago, com-
pletely on the defensive. Somé of us didn't know much and it took
many of us a long time to learn your enemies. %hilc we were learning
they were on the offensive batting us, investigating agencies and
other investigating committees were taking 1nost of our time. For a
time, we have been writing answers to the kind of nisinformation pour-
ed out Dy the Dies Committee or by the group of other committecs who
have been fighting you for a long time, trying to get them to under-
stand what the facts really were. It is entirely different this year.
Vie aren't through yet but we seem to have hit the hump of the back

bonc and it hasn't been cracked: Gentleren. we are- going to need vour
¢ (&) o

help. You are going to need my help. We need to work- together if

we arce goling to finish this job. I believe strongly that we' can fin-
ish this job in the next =ix nonths except for an occassioral discrim-
ination. Ve car go ahead with the 'program on a sound basis with the
help of the good people who are going to help you. They are going to



roll up thecir slceves and work with us so that you can go back to the
old areas. That is what we find in the majority of the United States.
They won't help you much herc. It takes a little time to work out that
pattern we have sst up. I realize that there are a great many pcople
in Minidoka. Some of them are afraid and that is understandable. The
longer we have Relocation Centers, the worse that is going to get be-
cause 1t is one of thsz burdens of an isolated camp of this type. The
reasons we have laid out are sound and haven't been made out with any
idea of cdoing any damage to you folks, but were laid out with Just the
hope that you will uwnderstand our idea e¢nd 1 hope that you will keep
that in mind. Thers shouldn't be any fight betwsen you and me.,. hut
we should have friendly arguments and discussions as to how we can do
the job. And as far as I'm ccacerned, details may be needed to adjust
problems, but adjustmonts and basic discussions are of no concern to
retting the job done. e need the understanding represented in this
certer and all of the centers.. You have the leadership to do the job.
And we could sit down and decide how to get the job done together. It
i1s the only way we can cet it done. Ve certainly can't get it done
pPlaying into the hands of the very group of pecple who are fight-
you and fightinz me. Their techniques of putting on the best
@palgn are through the newspapers. Some have succeeded in scaring
1 0y writing to you that it is not safe to come back for the dura--

- Some of your Caucasian friends are honestly doing their bit by
owraging you from returning. They don't understand this crowd.

as long as you are out, vhether the war is going on or ‘not, it

Le contimued. You better take advantage of it.
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I have summarized the basic facts for b T e i B e e W - 6 Y
I better hear your story and then we can talk over your specific
points. From here on, it is a matter for each Individual or indivi-
dual families or small groups to work out their own program to cecide
whether theyv arec going BEast, West, North, or South. I want to help
you do it. Everything done has been done in the spirit of kindness
ard geod-will and, I think, you will understand the problem. I'm not
trying to push people around, certainly not you people. I would like
to push around certain groups. of people. I wonld like to help you
peorle beat around some of these other groups who do crazy little
things. They are writing to considerable pcople, newspapers and mak-
ing a lot of noise. iie are going to do some hammering on those who
are doing those things. 4s far as they have done and coninue to do
this, we have an advantage. As Chairman of this meeting, we better
talk of more specific points, Lr. Fujii.

e

Ire Pujii:s
I'm sure we all understand your report. Je appreciate it from
the bottom of our hearts, for your untiring efforts given for
the benefit of the residents.
In order to facilitate the procecding of the meceting today, we
have our report in writing and now at this time, I would like
to have Lr. Yamada present our report by reading it.

Mr. Yamada: (Report to l.yer was read)

INTRODUCTION

This report embodies the reaction of residents of the l.inidoka
Relocation Center to the announced WRA policy of closing the centers
by January 1, 1946. It is the result of recent discussion of residents
in the block, of special delegates elected in each block to study this
matter, and of the Fact-Finding Committee composed of seven of the
special delegates and the seven members of the Community Council. The
report 1s the result of an attempt to portray for the benefit of the
National Director the thinking and feeling of the residents on the all-
important problems Surrounding rclocation and the closing of the cen-
ter. Detailed documentation of the report has not besen poasible, but

it is the conviction of the Fact-Finding Committee that the report is
an _accurate one.

The report is divided into two parts. The first part reveals the



reaction of residents, and the sccond part includes the numcrous re-
quests that the residents would like to have presented to the Nation-
al Director. ~ :

To simplify the analysis of the attitude of residents toward the
relocation and closing programs, they can be divided into the follow-
ing four categoriecs:

1. Those who have plans for relocation.

2. Those who do not want to leave the security‘of the center
regardless of the condition on the outside.

3. Those who believe that they cannot relocate at present be-
cause of adverse conditiéns.

4, Those who afe undecided.

Two nonths have passed since the announcement of the lifting of
the ban on the {West Coast and the proposed closing of sll the WRA cen-
ters. The residents have hsd a chance to study the announcements con-
cerning the provisions being made for those now remaining in the cen-
ters. Only a few families have relocated since the 1lifting of the ban,
and the number of individuals who have gone to investigatc the situa-
tion on the West Coast has been small. It is the opinion of the mem-
bers of the Fact~-Finding Committee as the result of studies that have
been reported from various blocks that the number of families which
haeve plans for relocation is extremely small. The announcement of the
new WKA policy has not affected the gradual departure of residents
from the relocation center. Certainly there is no sign of a wholesale
exodus to the West Coast in the near future.

The vast majority of the residents are not ready to relacate and
co not have plans for relécation, Some have indicated that they do
net believe that forced relocation is the intention or policy of the
Government , and desire to remain in Government custody for the dura-
ticn. Others have indicated willingness to rzlocate if the Proper’ aid
end opportunities are provided them. For many of them it is a matter
ci weiting for better opnortunities. Still othe® have not made up
their minds. They do not know whether they will be sble to relocate,
or whether they will be allowed to remain in the center for the dura-
tion. They are lost in the uncertainties of the situstion.

The report will first elaborate on the reasons for the stands
taken by two groups mentioned above: those who do not intend to leave
the center, and those who feel that they cannot relocate under present
conditions. Since those who have not made up their minds are wavering
between these two groups, and since the number who are presentlv plann-
ing to relocate is comparatively small, the explanation of those two
groups should give a fairly good picture of how the ma jority of the
residents feel sbout the relocation and closing programs.

GROUP A

Those Who Do Not Intend to Leave the Center for the Duration
Regardless of Conditions on the Outside.

The announcement of the closing of the centers came as a shock to
most residents, and many declared that it presented a more difficult
situation than the forced evacuation from the Coast. In contrast to
the attitude of inevitableness of c¢vacuation, once it was ordered,
many resildents now believe thet the closing of the Relocaticn Centers
is unreasonable and impractical. They believe that forced relocation
1s not the intention.nor the policy of the WRA. They believe that
there are not enough facilities on the outside to take care of all of
“the remaining population in the centers. The opinion that the WRA is
attempting a program which it possibly cannot carry out is fairly wide-
sprcad among the residents, and many of them count on being able to
‘remain in one of the remaining relocation centers for the duration.



Economic licasons for Kemaining in the Centoer for the Duration:
Qu.stion:

1. The economic foundation of many of the residents built up
during the past thirty or forty years has been largely destroyed in
the process of forced cvacuation. llany properties and businesses
werc liquidated on short notice at a great loss at the time of evacua-
tion. Thc re-establishment of business foundations during wartime,
especially by aliens, is difficult and unadvisable.

2. Many residents assumed that they were to be interned for the
duration and made arrangements accordinglv. Some of them leased their
propertics and businesses for the duration. Cthers were forccd by
circumstances to scll their house or place of business and consequent-
ly do not have a place to which they can return, and do not carc to
venture elsewnere while a war is in progress.

ANSWER :
Mr. Myer

First let me say, Mr. Chairman, I think this is a very good sum-
mary as it exists and I think it is an honest analysis.

One thing it proves to me is that the propaganda from Mr. Herst,
Native sons, Nifty Garrett and a few other people have been pret-
ty efiective and that is understandable. There are people and a
great many of them who are feeling insecure and feel content just
as long as they live in kinidoka. They don't know what is on

the outside and read every story in the newspaper or in the P.I.
about the atrosities going on on the outside. They don't know
that there arc a few good people and what they are willing to do.

I would like to get down to ccrtain points on these individual
suggecstions under Group A. (sconomic reasons for remaining in
the center for the duration). 1 realize that there has been
some of that. 1 would just like to point out that you are not
making any moncy herc in the Relocation Center and can never get
started back in with that foundation very fast as long as folks
continue to live in here. You will not bc able to lay a lot of
money aside at $lC.00 a month. That is, fundamentally, for a
good many peoplc.  ‘Lherc are some people, not only in liinidoka
but in other centers, who get funds and incomes and are enjoy-
ing retired life in a relocation center. I suppose that is un-
derstandable. While it is difficult. and will be difiicult to
establish business, it won't be any less difficult than now but
get more difiicult as time goes along. If you don't hurry, there
is going to be double competition than there is right now.

It is true that some of these people arc unfortunate, in one rea--
son, because. they have leased their property for the duration

and have made losses. They do have some income from the proper-
ty but if they want to go back to their property, they have to
work out some adjustment with the lessee. If they still want to
have some income, that is a problem. We don't know quite how to
solve that problem. Zven though they have incurred these losscs,
now is a better time to recupcrate those losses. The pcople who
arc¢ outside can gain now in tcrms of wages or whatever they do
because there aren't very many people losing money nowadays.,

QUESTION:

‘3. The Issei population is advanced in age -and many of them do
not have the confidence of venturing out of the center by themselves.
The average age of the male Issei is about 61 years. Many of them
are too old or too weak to work. Those with sons in the Army, es-
pccially, believe that they shquld be allowed to remain in a center
until their sons return. At the time of the volunteering program,
parents were assured by the WRA through the Irrigator that no one
would be forced to relocate: :



"Evacuce Will Not be Forccd to Leave Herel

Whilc it is thc desirc of Bhe .ar Rclocation Author=
ity to rclocatc 2ll cvacuecs, no onv will be forccd
to lcave this center, it was pointed out this weck.
Army -voluntcers and others who leave - -dependents in
the ccnter may rest assurcd that they will be carecd
for as long as they wish to rcmain in this conter.d

lIrrlgator, larch 13, 1934

ANSWER ¢
lr. Myer

The WRA does not deal with forcc. They have gotten along EPCuty
wecll without it. We have been working our program out tpgether,
It is sct up with the ides of having an orderly proccdure which
we felt very honest and most sound and which cen be carricd out
within a year's time. Most of the pcople arc afraid of having
it closed within a week. I think we have madc alternative pro-
vision to gect cstablished cither temporarily or permenently un-
til after the war is over, But I still say that they will do
much better on the outside. I don't think we arc on thot basis
as you think., We should forget about the word ‘'force". Ve have
no idea in mind that pcople arc to be forced around. We have
given people time *to think of getting started outside. e have
provided ample time and have given the chance to discuss and
understand the reasons for the program step by step. If people
are ready, we will assist in working out the probloms. ‘We liopo
that could be done and 1 think it can be done. It is: good for
‘the peoplo to relocate who arc feeling this way about it.

QUIESTION:

4. According to announccments, for thosc who are unable to work
or care for themselves arrangements aré being mede with outside agen-
cies for public assistance. Most of the Issci abhor the idea of hav-
ing to go on relicf, espccially when they have been self- supportlng
until evacuation. Many of them feel entitled for the duration to the
security of a relocation centor, which is frec from thc humilistion
which ohe has to gxpericnce in applying for rc¢lief on the outside.

ANSYER:
Mr. liyer

No relief applicatior will be made outside. They will be madc
"here through the Relocation Office and Vielfarc Office. All
arrangemcents can be worked out before the people leave here. We
also guarantec that peoplc have a placc to live and tomporary
--arrangements can be made. I don't see very much diffcrence be-
. twecen living on relief here in Minidoka and .people :living on re-
- licf on the outside. Ilost of the people won't nesd weXy suuch
help. oy

We have set this program out, as I pointcd out to you in my open-
ing statement, in this manner. I think there are pcoplc who are
:0ld, pcople who arc 111 and who have sons in the Army who can't
immbdlately move back to the main stream and cannot got thoir

. leases back. They arc going to nced help. We have prov1dcd

' funds for that ahd for pecople of that kind, we fcel it is essen-

" tidl for tHose pcoplc who need help and we are in-the position to
do it now. I think that we got the pattern so set that there
will be a good many hundred peorlec who will understand your pro=-
blem and will become sympethctic with it. Now we have the op-
portunity to do it. The time is now rather than later. ivhen
the armistice is signed, therc will be a lot of pressure and
there will be people who will be pushed out. We have an honest
program set up. 1 think therc is going to be a timc when meost
people will not get what they want. Now we decal with the Social



Security Board who have beecn troemsndously helpful and they will
be of much help to us now.

During this pcriod for the next several months, the WRA still
expects to be iIn cxistence to work with the Social Sccurity
Board 2nd the loezl board to sece that discrepencics and adjust-
ments will be ironed out. If the program that we have 1laid out
doesn't function, we¢ will work out a little ad justment to make
1t function. 1In any casec, I think 1t is much better, as a mat-
ter of fact, cssential to get help on the outside rather than
in here while we have the opportunity to get the job done, be-
cause 1t will be better for the people and everybody.

QUESTION:

5. Mkany residents believe that they are entitled to receive com-
peénsation from the Government for the losses which they experienced
at the time of evacuation. They reyuest that they be returned as
ne=rly as possible to their original ststus. If the possibility of
€llecting this during wartime is small, they prefer to remain in a
center for the duration.

ANSWER:

Mr. ilyer

It is my bclief that remaining in the center will interfere with
any possibllity of any claims of folks which they may have later
on. To your question raised about claims and Indemnity, I ques-
tion very seriously whether it was sound to work out a program
on indemnity and such claims until the war is over. I will say
and still say that if the folks continue to conduct themsclves
on the whole as they have been and if we can carry out this pro-
gram together, we can prove to the United States and to your boys
in the a4rmy that you cen do a job in an €arly and orderly basis.
1 think something can be worked out. I don't know what should
be done, but I have some ideas on it. This is the first time
that this yuestion was specifically raised since I have been vis-
iting the centers in the last three wecks. I will need time for
receliving and reviewing those claims made by some impartial peo-
pPle with those who are willing. I am going to have to be in a
position to do that. That is how I fecl about it. We have had
€very reasonable cooperation from the people. I am going to
need ever, consideration in regard to the problem which has kept
the rest of the evacuecs from moving 2nd what was carried on. I
am not ready to make any special adjustment for a problem, but I
am ready to advise you at any time or your leaders of the whole
group as to how best that job can be carried out. There should
be some procedure. I am willing to go to any committee to help
make recommendations but it is an 111 time to do so. I believe
that you have the least chance of getting it now unless we get
this job done during this year. You and your folks should be
planning if it 1s important to you. I don't mind supporting it
if 1it's anything that is sound and honcst. It has to be indivi-
dual persuasion in any case. .

I think loans and those claims are going to have to be worked out
individually. We have to have pretty good records, pretty good
facts and good proof that trese things happened. We know that
there has been losses and vandalism and I think we could be of
help on that problem. I don't think we can be of help to folks
who want to sit down and live in a relocation center all the rest
of their lives rather than to get reestablished on the outside.

QUESTION:

6. Anti-Japanese sentiment still exists. This is especially
true in certain places on the West Coast, where organized groups have
been stirring ill-feeling against returning evacuees. Many of the old
and some of the young people are afraid to venture out of the center
while a war is in progress.’ They believe that there is the possibil-
ity of a rash act by an individual or a group which greatly dislikes
Japanese. They also fear that there is the possibility of the out-



brcak of a more general 1ill-feeling against Japanese in a . community.
They point out that if they were evacuated for their own protection,

as it has been claimed, then, they ‘should remain protected until the
danger from harm is past. The news concerning conditions on the Coast
has given the residents the impression that most spots on the Coast are
still greatly fraught with danger. The idea that staying in the center
for the duration is the wise policy to follow has been strengthened
recently. :

ANSWER:

———————

Mr. Nyer

There has been some anti-Japanesesentiment, but not nearly as much
as a yoar ago or two years ago. This idea of being evacuvated for
their own protection--that is a lot of bunk. That wasn't the
reason. It has been sald but people now 'recognizc the evacuation
program. So we wen't argue about that point. Let's wipe that one
o} s

There is still some anti-Japanese sentiment among certain people
along the West Coast. They have a chronic disease. Doctors tell
me that it takes a longer time to cure than a case of measles.
This Oriental attitude started around 1905 or 1906. I say about
that time because they quit beating the Chinese around and start-
ed beating you people. They are beginning to back out now. Now
the back bone of the opposition is cracked. They were for the ex-
clusion and wanted to maintain the exclusion. That was what they
were fighting for but they have failed. They don't dare try to
get their foot in the back door now. That thing that has been
credited was that there are over 13,000 Japanese-Americans in the
Armed Forces. Half of the group of them are serving in the Army
in Italy, France, Burma, Saipan, and etc. and are making a record
of which you have a right to be proud. I am certainly proud of
that, but even they are not escaping discrimination. The good
folks in this country and folks along the Coast have had the most
dramatic and tangible cvidence that I know of. Thesc kids know
how to fight for their country. They have more to fight for and
they have done a better job than others.. That is a fact which
has become evident to a lot of people, because it has traveled

up and dowvn the Coast. There are a few nuddle-hcaded people whom
I don't quite understand. That very fact has been proven to the
people of good-will. The¢? are more well organized than they have
ever becen. They are willing to roll up their sleceves and go to
work.

The American Principles and Fair-Play Committee have donc a good
Job effectively and quictly. There arc a lot of other groups who
have been working with you. They haven't shown up as effectively
as some of the others because they are not quite as well organized.
It will take 30 or 60 days or even 90 days to get better organized
We have people working with us who will be ready to move in when-
c¢ver they have somebody to help support it. Foolish things are
done by foolish individuals. There will be a dozen or two of them
and that means that when some of these things happen, we must have
the support of the good people and help clean it up. It is going
to take a little time. All the battles are not over and I can't
tell you that there won't be any continued pressurc. It is not
somcthing that will clear up just because the war is over. If you
stay in the center and don't face it, 1t will be just as tough or
tougher than it is now. There are a few pcople who have economic
reasons to keep you in the Relocation Centers and to sec that you
have been scared out. The people who are running this campaign
are the ones who want the centers to be continued but they know
and I know that they arc licked. Those arc the facts.

Why sure there is Dave Becke. They did everything to make a lot
-of noise. They said they were going to fight us with everything
they knew. I talked to him about our program of relocation. . They
told me why they were going to fight us. It was the first time I
knew. I discovered just why they have been fighting you folks and
fighting the relocation program. I thought they were very happy
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to get you out of the camp, but they wanted to get all of you
~clear out of the country. He isn't talking about. it .any more.
He knew that he hdd lost the battlic. wue isn't the only- pebble on
the beach. There isn't always going to be a pebble on the beach
because there are a lot of other people who is going to give sup-
port, provided that you arc not fightened out of the picture.
He'hes becn there ard becn at it for a long time. There -re a
lot of people of that tipe and all of the anti-Japanese sentiment
have not disappeared. .e have more friends and better educated
people who will give us more support than cver before. Now is
the time for you to take advantage of this situation and face it
out if you are going to continue living in this country. It is
going to be tough for some of the older folks who have been .
through that before, but if you are going te help your kids who
are fighting over there to have an opportunity to continue ‘to
live ‘in this country, you've got to do it now. it is going to
be harder and harder to leave if you don't 4o it now.. We are go-
ing to help you. I think we can get this job done. :

QUESTION::

«- 74" liany peopls who desire to rcturn to their homes on ‘the Coast
and -are not ablc to, desirec to remain in thc center for the duration.
Théy include excludzes, who arec not permitted to return to:'the Coast,
businessmen whose funds are frozen, people who have leased their busi-
ness’ for the duration, etc. Leaving the center for anothcr part of
the country often means taking a risk which they can ill afford.
Businessmen and farmers do not want to start ancw in another section
of the cauntr; when they are¢ soing %o return to their hores on the
Coast after the war. % : Ha

ANSWER:
Mr+  Nyer

I realize that there are a good many people who feel that.way. I
deon't know whether I can comment further on that: If any of you
have funds frozen, I wish you would get in touch with us, ‘either
through lir. Barrett or through me. We will do everything we can
to get those fuids unfrozen. I have had some telephone assur-
ances about it so that weé can help you on that. They're not very
busy just now and they could get at the individual cases who are
interested and want their funds unfrozen. Ican't promise to
get the job done but we will try and ‘get the rcst of .the support
on that. ‘ it

I realize that there are some excludecs that can't go out.now,
and I don't know when they will go off thc list. ;

8. Repatriatcs fecl honor-bound to remain under Government cus-
& o |
tody for the duration. o il

ANSWER:
Hr. lver’

remain so just s well as on the outside. It breeds a.sort of:
a diseasc with somc of you folks who are affected more and more
- to become harmless vhen you have a diseasc. 1t gets worse . as
“iTong4s'you stay“in bved. The only way to get well is to get out
of the bed ancd take a few steps at a time and it won't be long..
before jou can get this job done. It 1s the same kind of stage
of disease called institutionalism. People in -prison get it

-Well, irf they want to remain under Government custody, they: can

I went to a state prison on a visit when I was a youngster. Jhen
I went through thc state penitentiary, I spoke to an old gentle-
man in the group probably 7 or 8 vears older than I, arcund 60
now, who had been an inmate in that prison for 15 years. He al-
most wished that he was back in there. He wanted to go back
there because he had adjusted himself in the place. I couldn't
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undcrstand him then but am beginning to undarétand th:t now. Some
of you began to like the Relocation -Center Just 1lilke that, so
_you,donft_w;nt to leave the Center. HOE

QULSTIOK ¢

2. Tho refusal of some individuals to consider relocation at the
present time can be interpreted as a reaction to the announcement of
c¢losing the center made by the WRA. Thesc individuals remcmber that
the relocation centers were planncd to cxist for the duration or that
the ' “RA pronised that.no one would be forced +o relocnte. Their: re-
action to the annoucenent is that they belicve such a hasty step is
highly unreasonable. Ther are strongly opposed to a program which
they believe tantamount with forced reclccation. The; seriously:doubt:"
that the WRA can carr; out the closing of the centers. 2O

ANSVER ¢
Lr . luyer
I think that is highly reasonable and I doh't think it's unreason-
able but guite understandable. I'm not going to ergue about that.
You seriously doubt that the WRA can carry out the program. We
haven't an alternative plan because I don't think we need any plan.
4t are golng to do the job together and I think some of the folks
need your help and my help to get over this disease that we are
‘talking about. . I think it can be done. ~ ¢

"GROUP B

" Those Who Feel that They Cannot Relocats st Present
: - Because of Adverse Conaitions. e

Relocation proceceded rather slowly in the past, and has affected
Niseil mostly between the ages of 18 and 35. If the relocation pro-
graw. 1is to continue at the same pace as in the past, more of the. old-
er Issei and younger children will have to find their way out of re-
location centers. The same obstacles which hindered relocation in the
past, still arec effective today, except, perhaps, for the lifting of
restrictions on the West Coast. Unless more of thcse obstacles are
removed, many of the residents will continue to fecl rcluctant to re-
locate.  Uiith many of the Nisei sons in the Arny, the old folks and
families with small children find relocation a very grave risk.

Economic Reasons for Kot Relocating Now
QUESTION: .

1. lkany evacuces sxperienced serious losses at tho time -of evacuat
tion. Uhet littlc savings they had the;” have spent, or do not want to
cxhaust completel; in venturing ontside. Many of them feel that they

should not reclocate without morc substantial financial aid then svacn-
€cs8 receive at the prescent time. : * o

ANSWER:
Mr. lver.

e have some of tho same problems involved here because losses at
the time of cvacuation were heavy ané savings have been SpemEiy - I
suppose that is understandable, but I tihiink that Jou'will agrce

With .me 1f you stop .to think about 4t that what I said is true.

A while ago I mentioned that you are not maoking any money in herc
unless they make some investment which will be of gain. I wish

I could stack everybody in a relocation centar including myself
and ten or fifteen thousand people and say, "Here 1is the money.
You can go out and spend it-any wajy you like." °I am not in'a pos-
ltion to do th't and nsither is.the Covernment. Ue just ecannot

do it. We are in a position nowever, and I think it's been pretty
~well arranged with agencies, to give minimum assistance for thosc
who are not independently cared for. We will take care of them
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on that basis. It is impossible and impractical to handlec it the
‘way you requcst. I am going to continue to try to help you do
that. e will stick to plans and procedures and I thlnk they will
function. While I understand thatprocedure, we can't consider
that problem in general terms. %e have to consider them as each
specific family, individual, or group.

QUBSTION ¢

2. lany businossos and farms of cvacuces were carrled on by the
family group. With most of the Nisei of draftable age in the Army,
the older people are unable to take serious risks in leaving the cen-
ter.

ANSV/ER:
kir. Myer

Well, that is a problem I will admit. I told the folks at Grana-
da Center more than that. There are a few words which I would
like to have you folks drop out of the vocabulary. One is M"can't"
and onc is Munable'. These are words of a dcfeatist. /e can

and we will, if we work together. I am just as sympathetic as
some of you. - I believe that other o0ld folks have sons in the
Army and that most of them are getting allotments, some better
allotments than on: the outside, till the boys can come back. I
realize that most of them nced no finds but they necd fricndship.
It is just as important for them to relocate outside near some-
body who will be willing to lend a car to get the groceries, etc.
and be iIn a position to go back to the ranch or farm before the
boys comec back. We can help them. I think we can do that. We
can work out their problem, I think.' There arc groups in the
center who cannot get assurance. Thcn, you are requested to put
stars in the windows and on your lapels. That will assure them
them you have bors in the Army . I am not in a position to push
pcoplo around . ol am intcrcsted in helping them out in each case.
There arc a good many people who feel the ‘same way about it and
we can do it.

QUESTION:

A 1argo pcrcentage of the rosidents of Hunt were formerly
bu51nessmen or farmers. and require loans to begin their businesses
or farms-once again. Without loans many of thorm cannot get back into
their own buSlnGuSCu, and most of them do not want to begln at their
advanced age as laborers or cnter anew field now., To harvest the
first crop, for instance, many of thé farmers would necd to have suf-
ficient funds at the beglpning of the year. Ilany people also do not
want to leave without some assurance that loans that are promised on
paper arc actually available, preferably before they leave the -project.
Somc residents feel that unless loans to evacuees are handled by the
WRA they cannot be relied upon .

ANSNJ_.R H
Ir. Myer

I realize that is a problem, a psychological problem more than a
real one. <“Yhere is much money tc loan at a lower rate of inter-
ést than there was before today. Insurance companies are full of
- them. DBanks are full of money. The Government is in no position
to make loans now but there are others who are will to go into a
loan business on a large scale. Uncle Sam doesn't need that kind
of loans. If anybody wants to buy land todgy, they say, "Come a-
round, for bought some. This is pretty invalid. hv advrse is
to wait until it goes down a 1little. Don't worry about land loans
- What the peopfle is going to need is a temporary loan until they
can get a little:stock in the store or to get some crop put in and
sold out. There are a lot of people who are willing to loan that
money. 1 do realize that after checking it over, it is a worry
of a good-many people. While I have no conflrnatlon to make aoout
it Vwe{arevstudying the problem to see whether or not you can se-
cure money in good faith. Loans are made on the basis of good



~ faith. I am not sure if we.can work it out but we arc working

~on it and I think we will have some deéision or sone information
soon whether we have the help or not. "It is arn individual pro-
blen.

Nr. Cozzens told me of people whowent back and asked for a loan.
One man asked for a loan and they wrote back the same type of
letter as they have written to some of you. "As more and more
people ccme back, there will be an undecrcurrent which may jeop-
ardize your loan, ‘so we don't want to loan it to you." Therefore
this man walked squarely to the American National Bank and got
his loan. He had no trouble. I dort think you will have very
much difficulty. Somebody is willing to loan you some money. If
you have a decent proposition, there are others who will be will-
ing to make loans. People in the relocation centers tell me they
have no money. I know better. I don't believe that people don't
have money in these centers. The people are willing to loan
money on better rates. I think loans are a problem but it isn't
a big problem. I am willing to give some consideration to work
it out some way. Ve have a committee or two gilving consideration
to work it out on a sound basis. They arc giving some thought

to it right now.

QUESTION:

4. DMNany of the residents have leased their property and have
cexpericnced difficulty in getting tenants to leave. Many farmers,
for Instance, have been discouraged by the tenant from coming back
this year or for the duration. Those who have leased their property
for the duration cannot make use of it at the present time. Others
have had their leases revoked at the time of evacuation.

ALSWER:
lir . liyer

This 1s the same one as the one we have already talked about.
We are glving every help in the world. We have issucd several
notices about leases. We have set up additional relocation
officers and lawyers and we will see that you get help and make
valid leases. Sure, they are sticking to that job if they can
and making pretty good money on it. We are helping you there.

About duration leases--I don't know what we can do about it, ex-
cept what we have covered. I think thet if they moved outside
right now, they will get along much better.

QUESTION ¢

5. DBusinessmen and farmers have been discouraged from going back
into operation Ly the difficulty in purchasing goods and equipment.
The restocking of a store, for instance, is a serious undertaking.
Zzven without the possibility of discrimination from vholesale stores,
recstablishment of contact with wholcsale farms in many instances can
be cxpected to be difficult. In the same manner, it is difficult to
purchase certain equipment because of wartinme shortages.

ANS.ER

Lr. kyer

I don't think many people have hit this problem yet. I don't
think that is considered nearly as difficult. In the respecct
that there are priorities on farm equipment, there are no pri-
ority on farm equipment excepting on tractors. It doesn't mean
that equipment is easy to get but it can be found. I don't think
that 1s insurmountable. There are lots of things to sell for
people who are interested in doing business in the future. Com-
munity Enterprises in the centers have done a lot better job than
some of the merchants in getting things and selling them. A num-
ber of Community Enterprises have shown that it can be done.
There are a few things that are not available. Oriental goods
are not available now, some of that part is true but it doesn't
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mean that you can't do business. Therc are some Chinese in San
Francisco who couldn't get their own goods so they go lexican

goods to sell. People can run businesses on sore kind of a
basis.

There are a certain type of goods which are difficult to purchase
We have an awful time getting clothes pins even though they arec
made of wood. -They have quit making themn. I know that refrig-
erators are hard to buy and certain other types of materials
which are hard to get; but most of the things can bc purchascd
some wa; and sone how.

QUESTION :

6. Evacuees have met difficulty in ocbtaining business, profes-
sional and trade licenses, and this has served as a deterrent to
further relocation. The licenses of some of the evacuecs have re-
lapsed, and they are unable to obtain a ncw one immediatcly.

ANSWER:
Mr. liver

I haven't scen any serious problem about that. Therec riight have
been individual cases but you asked the question whether or not
somebody can get their license back. we have no rcason to be-
lieve that you can't get it back. If people do not have the
right approach, it is so easy for them to say "no". 4 justi-
fisbLle request for a license if made and if it were turned down,
weé are willing to go to battle on it. e haven't run into any
scrious difficulty as yet. e have not always won the battles,
but we have won the battles on the outside somehow and I still
think we can win.

QUESTION ¢

7. Bvacuees have had difficulty in getting all sorts of insur-
ance policies. Some evacuce dentists, for instance, have been re-
fused Patient Liability Insurance. Unless evacuees are gssured of
being able to protect their propert; and themselves against harm,
they will be rcluctant to relocate. . :

ANSUER:
lr. Lyer

It is the same thing about this problem. I don't know about
the dentist who was refused the Patients' Liability Insurance.
If iir. Barrett has the case or story about it, we want to know
about it. e will want to help. I don't think it is going to
be a simple problem. The only way to handle it is to handle it
on a case to case basis. » :

QUISTION s

8. Some unions have refused to accept svacuees including former
member as mempers. The AFL Teamsters Union in Seattle, for instance,
has taken a stand against returning evacuees. Sawmill workers, can-
nery workers and others will not be able to return to thcir former
Jobs unless they can gain union membership.

ANSVER:
Ir. Lyer

I realize it is.a problem. They are not going along with the

D. S. As far as the CIC is concerned, it is entirely a differcnt
situation. I have talked to some of the union folks in Seattle,
and I don't think you will have trouble. lr. Cozzens stated

that the State Council of the CIO are giving every support to his
285 former members. Lany other places have passed a bill to ac-
cept members. The local Council the San Franciscaé Council and
the Alameda Council have passed it. The local in California area
had passcd the same resolution including the San Pedrc llerri-



- 15 -

Time-Union. Ve are getting the support. We arec hoping to get
the support of all the CIO up and down the Coast. I think we

- 2re golng to have some tough timc getting all thc support, but
I still think we can help lick them with the MC and the FEPC.
The AFL is not a question on the othecrside. The AFBRT will help
us 1f they need to. If somebody wants to bring trouble and you
want a job, we are willing to go to battle, and we will try to
help. I don't think the world situation is out of conbPols"=it
1s entirely under control. . ;

QUESTION :

9. Many evacuees who were in business or in a brofession before
have lost their customers, and it will not be an easy matter to build
up a clientele again.

ANSWER:

You will never build up custemers by staying in here. I think
you will agree with me. It is hard to build up a clientele.

If you haven't read the book "Prejudice" by Clarence kcwWilliams,
I-am surprised. It is a good job. Of coursec soms of you may
not rcad English very much but I can point out somcthing that

i1s Important. Down in the Los Angeles arca, the Issic folks - re
were dealing with Isseis.  They were dealing entirely with the
small deslters. Issels there were having 2 tougher and tougher
timc because of that even before the evacuation. The goods
youngcr people are likely to buy are not the type of goods that
vou older folks are likely to consume. It is going to be a
tougher road for you to climb more than the Niseis. There are
rore Japanesec communities all around the country than there used
to be. Therc weren't nearly half as many Japanese evacuees

in Chicagc than there were before the war. There are about Tive
to eight thousand people in Chicago who have left the Relocation
Centers. I have heard the folks Say that they can't decide
whether they are going to go into business which is limited to
the community of Japanese pattern or whether they are going to’
do business with the Japanese public. They may not try it at
all, as far as business is concerned. They will have to decide
whether they want to go back to Portland or Seattle, or to go to
Salt Lake, New York, Detroit, Nimmeapolis and etc. I don't know
how long they are going to stay there, I don't know whether they
are staying there. There are a few who have little ones in the
family and there are some who want to do some waiting. They
should do the waiting on the outside and ought to go looking a-
round. '

There are some small farmers and some businessmen who have a lit-
tle capital to get back into farming or into business AZE.

and who are going some place. They don't have to have family
labor. They neecd to consider whether they have morc security

or whether to take small occupatiom or gardens. Ve have lots of
people ocutside. Some will have a tough timec if they have no
funds, especially if people are golng to be on the outside and
live in this country. They will have to consider jebs as housc-
men or do some of the other types of jobs where their youngsters
arc near by and where they are making pretty ‘good money. They
don't have to work like they had before. I am not promising “tlnL
that they all do but some pcople have made the ad justments.

when I was in Denver, I met a young chap serving as payroll
‘clerk in a hospital. Ee was from the heart Mountain Cecnter and
was getting along swell. I asked him about his folks. They had
joined him after a month and they were living with one of the
doctors. The father is 58 and the mother is 50. They were small
farmers before. They camde down and took that room and arc get-
ting $90.00 a month for work which was not very heavy. They are
ha ppy . : _

P

Vic have lots of places for people who don't have much money
vhere they can have security and friends if that is what they
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want. They have worked hard all through their lives. It is a
prctty hard task to do business if they de not have the children
with thcm, but you don't need to consider thot sort of. thing. I
think thcre will be comsiderably good pcople in the country who

-~ arc wiliing to help you. I realize that it is pretty hard to
make thc adjustments. ; = B :

QUESTION ¢

.- - 10.. Serious restrictions,. such as the frecczing of assets, ham-

- per the rclocation prograr of soimc evacuees. If their loyalty is no
longer gquestioned and they are permitted to return into the normal
strcam of Amcrican life, it is only fair that their funds be. unfrozen
so that they can make their living. Some evacuees were placed on” the
excluded list without apparent reason. These restrictions serve %o
hinder relocation. i SR :

ANSER ¢

Mr. Lyer
We will help on the problem of frozen asscfs_}f'we’can}

As' I have mentioned before, we will do anything within reason to
clear the excludees and help them on that problem. Ve are one

- little segment of the Government. Ve have to havé the other
-people learn the same things which took us two or three years.
The, have to get in the picture and we do need to get that done.
Some of you were put on the excludee list because of certain
reasons. It will be dug into one of these day, and I :think many
of these cases could be cleared up. - e I

QUEST IOk ¢

- 11. Damage to propertr belonging to cvacuces since evacuation
C Y] ] (] A . o
has been considerable. Homes and stores have been broken into. Fire
has been set to buildings. The risk of incurring such damage to
* (&) > . o . &
property discourages many from opening storzs or returning. to their
farms.- ' " . ; A

ANSWER?' ;

Mr. Nyer :
I realize that Is true. I think those stories will be cleared
up and we will help out in connection with that program. One
other thing I ought to say is that much more damapge is likely
to octur on things if it. is laying out in the open. This: is

~ true. Fires and burning of homes have been on propérties in

- unprotected areas. We think that even if they were boarded up,
i1t will continue to happen as long as it is sitting out in the
open where people can shoot at them. Lhat is why it is so nec-
essary to have you people go back. : ; '

~QUESTION :

12. In the p2st, housing has been one of the ma jor obstacles
in the relocation program of those who were able to:find suitable.
jobs: This-was especially true of housing opportunities for families.
In the large cities on the West Coast housing is reported to be al-
most impossible to find. Those who own houses find difficulty in ask-
ing tenants to leave. Others have leased their houses for the dura-
tion or scld them. An idle glove factory in Scattle formerly employ-
Ing over 100 Issei and Nisei workers turned down the offer to be pro-
vided with workers from Hunt on the ground that he .did met have hous-
‘ing facilities to take care of the. 4

In spite of the tight housing situation no hostels have been sect
up as yct. Even some on short-term leaves have experienced difficul-
ty in obtaining hotel rooms. The FSA .type of labor camps has not
been opened thus far on the Coast to evacuee laborers. Housing is
one of the major obstacles of those who desire to return to the large
cities on the Coast.



ANSWZER:
Kr. Kyer

Housing is no more a problem In Seattle than in Cleveland. You
can solve the houslng problem only in one way. The way to settle
thie problem is to get near where there is housing, and go look
for it. People do move every few days. There aren't a lot of"
houses sitting cmpty. 7e have to move into an area where we can
- get housing. Provisions are going underway for hostels. e arc
getting hostels in most of  the western areas. Agencies arc work-
ing with them and they are making plans. %hen I lcft Granada,
two ministers said they were going back to Los Angeles and other
areas to set up hostels in individual churches, so I think that
is on its way.

QUESTION :
13. The majority of ihe residents nare skeptical of news of good
public acceptance of evacuees. Recent news of anti-Japancse feeling
on the Coast has only served to strenghen the conviction that it is
risky to leave the center. The public stand taken by Governor Wel-
gren of “ashington has been repeatedly pointed out by evacuees as in-
Cicative of the sort of protection they can expect from local offi-
cials. Organized activities including outrmgeouu deronstrations, of
the American Legion, FPearl Harbor League, and other powerful groups
have been effective in making evacuees reluctant ta consider return-
ing to such places as Kent, Auburn Sumner Iin Washington, 2nd llood

River and CGresham in Oregon. Caucasion friends of evacuees too have
advised them not to return for the duration.

ANSWER:

Mr. kiyer

I know the majority of the residents are skeptical. I agree to
that and I guess that 1s understandable. That makes news and
because it makes news, you hear mecre of that kind of news in the
papers., - Other kinds don't get into the news. Before this, you
heard a lot of Governor Halgren, but we are getting some support
from him now. You aren't going to hear very nuch noise from him
any more. Ye wlll do verythinﬂ we can on that. What we nced
is to have enough 'of you folks so that we can prové to yourself
and some of the other people that what I say is true. We need

a littl:z support from you to relocate back there to fight those
who are¢ making so much noise. e can clear ‘that up so long as
they haven't scared you out.

ATTmar
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14. The announcement that relocation offices are to be closed
.immedlately after all of thé centers arc clcsed has given evacuees
added reason for believing relocation to Le a matter of risk.

AN StER $ e
¥r. lMyer

We are planning to carry on these relocatien offices for at
. least three months after the centers sre - closed. This is an
cpen question. we want to render cleanup service which is nec-
essary to take care of all that. <Theére has been no final de-
cision about that, but we have set up a uud*eb to*keep 1t open

unt1l sbout Apr;l 1, 1946. : 3

4 s C"
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QUESTION: . A = , 2% 61 '

15.: It cannot be stresdsed. too stropgl thu the remainlng Dop-
ulation in the center are made up largely of Issei above 50 and Nisel
below 20. The old ‘folks who find the greatest difficulty, physically
and mentally, in making the attempt at readjustment on the outside,
are burdened with chlldren too young to be of much help. Lven if cne
meriber of the family works, hc ‘may not be able to support his family.
The fear of some member of the family becoming 111 and not being able
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to obtzin medical carc or the breadwinner meeting with an accident
and no longer being able to support thec family haunts thosc who con-
template relocation. Time and again the statement has beon made that
therc is no guarantcc of economic securit:; on the outside.

ANSNER : 3
lp. liger - _ Tl *

o

There has never been a time that one did not.have to fight for
¢conomic sccurity on the outside. There is no guarantce that
vou will not have to fight for that, but I don't think very many
‘peoplc in this coéuntr; can go hungry, as much as some of the

. other countries bécause we have the rcsources. It just depends
on you. wc will help you, of course, as far as we can. There
re¢ cortain things that we can control and cortain things that
we can't control. There are things that we can't guarantce.
Thesc youngsters are important to 7ou and they shouldn't contin-
uc to live in the relocation centcrs. :

REQUEST FROM THE RESIDENTS

_ Requests from the residents to be presentcd to the National Di--
rector can bc divided inte two groups:

1. Requests from residents in general

2. Requcsts from those who contemplate rclocation.

Eotlh sets of recyuests are important for the future welfare of the
residents, since unless both arec gilven due consideration, hard fecl-
ing is likely to arise between different groups. Requests from resi-
dents in gencral can be further divided into the following:

a. Requcsts concerning the maintenance of the centers.

0. Requests concerning conditions within the center.

Request of Recsidents on the liaintcenancs of . the Centers"
for the Duration. 3 '

The prime worry of a large number of residents at the present
time is that the centers will all bec closed by January 1,:1946, ‘as
announced by the WRA. This step, 1if actually carried out, would mean
suffering and ancuish for a large number of residents who do not wish
to relocate for the duration or who are not yet ready for relocation.

t would deprive a large number of peoplc who have suffered becausec
of forced evacuation from the Coast of the assurance of the basic nced

of lifc. It would take on the aspect of a mass forced evacuation from
the centers without the protections that the WRA centers have providsd
cvacuees until now. Residents request that the WRA centers remain
open aos long as necessary to give them adequate protection during the
war and to give them ample opportunity to plan for relocation.

It has already been pointed out that there is a group of residents
who, for varicus reasons, desire to remain in the WRA centers for the
duration of the war. They believe that while the war in the Pacific
1s in progress they will not be able to return to their former status,
which was lost in the process of evacuation. They do not want to be
removed from the WRA centers against their wishes and be rcquired to
cxchange their present securlty for a more dcoubtful on€&. To these
individuals the centers, lacking in comforts, are still the OREE .- ur
source cof social and economic security left to them. To allow them
to kecp this source of subsistence and protection after what they have
suffered through evacuation is in conformity with a humane policy.

There are alsc a large number of individuals who aréc having dif-
ficulty making their relocation plans. For many of them the obsta-
‘cles under present conditions are almost insurmountable. Many people
who desirc to return to their homes on the Coast, for instence, will
‘not bc able to do so unless public acceptance is improved and many
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difficult problems are ironed out. Some of the obstacles, such as

the fcar of harm, cannot be entirely removed until the ccssation of
hostilities. 1In any cvent the relocation of the larger prcportion of
the residents here is a .long-fange program, and one which cannot bec
effected, as thec evacustion program was, In a short time. These indi-
viduals fear that unless the centers remain open beyond January, 1946
they will be forced to leave without having had an opportunity to makc
propcr provisions for housing, jobs, ctec.

Regucst of Residents on Frojcct Conditions

- Until an evacuce leaves tho project, he ic a member of the ro-
raining population. Such individuals desire humanc treatront as long
28 they remain hcere on the project. Certain steps taken by the ad-
ministration have been interprcted ss means of making conditions ‘in
the center unplcasant for rema ining cvacuees. The climination of ccr-
tain facilities, such as the school, for instance, scems to nany rcsge-
idents a subtlc reans of Turthering reloecation. Soric doubt the wis-
dom of employing subtle coersion, rather than persuasion, to pgect pco-
plc to lecave the center. They fear that the consistent use of the
nezative approach may reavlt in a crisis situation, which micht grecat-
1y cmbitter the residents and cause the majority of them to take a
ncgative attitude toward all administrative policies--including re-
location.

If the policy of the WRA is concentrated on the ncgative aspccts,
or appecars to be to the residents, cooperation between residents and
the lccal administration becomes untenable and diffiéult “¢o '£111.
Channels of communication between the administration and the residonts
will be clogged. iwore and morec the relocation centcer would take on
the aspccts of a concentration camp. ' :

Paramount to the successful sellins of the relocation prograf: to
the residents is the harmonious rclationship between the adiinistras -
tion and the residents. This is probably realized by those connected
with the relocation prograri. Hesidents reguest that the channcls of
cormunication betwcen the administration and residents be improved.
They desire harmoniocus relationship with the administration while they
remein in the center. They desirc to have the morc positive aspects
of the relocation brogram--rather than the negative--stressed, They
ask that the administration chow sincerity in the future wcllare of
the c¢vacuees, and convinece them of the wisdon of rclocation, rather
than force them to leoave agailnst their wish. )

ANSWER:

3T Y
) 14 AT
TS AT R C 2 ¢

"I think I can.cover thesc very quickly sincc we've beon over thei.
I will mention the peints as Quickly as I can and g0 over then
again. I am going to add another word to my list along with
"can't" and "unable". It's "Mmpossibld'. liagbe 1t is insurrountablec
to you individuals now. The only way to make it surrmcuntable is
to sit down and work the problem out. I don't think that a1Y-of
these things will clear up, but we arc going to L2y %0 do 1k

The request that the residents be frec to live here fer the dur-
ation is a false thing to presume. It is not goling to be'open
for the duration. Now, to assume that is Just like playing into
the hands of the people wno arc planning and trying te get you
out. There isn't ruch elsc to be saild on that. ' ije have no other
alternative plan to close the centers by the bezinning of January
1st. We think that throughout this ycar is sufficient tinc for
each pcerson dnd femily who need help to get startcd on thc ocut-
slde. e can work out a Plan that is sound and reasonably safe.
They would be a lot better. off 1f they relocatcd within the next
Tew ronths.  Ther would be much safer outside than maintaining
themsclves in these centers. 08t of thesc arsmacnts sound 11%
the ones llarr R. Baker was mking six months ago,-=-didn't have
housing, didn't have this or that. It 1s the same sort of thing
vou folks belicve. Je can worit it out. There is no guestion*
about it.
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ing..the farms because we have no way of making
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the labor to get the harvesting done.

As to t}e clusing of se¢hool, I think I told you why. If we are
to cloge the Ceritcers by Anuﬂrd lst, we cannot maintain a sound
school system next f]*l There 1is ﬁnple tine to help those folks
who h Ve these younger folks to zct adjusted on the outside if
-they are going to livc on in the Dnltfd States. These children
are golng to be-accepted, ;ho many have some little things
happen to them all along. e qll get dominatecd cnece in awblle.
sven I was in my younger days. ¥ou will be getting thc assurance
of the schocls up and down the Coast. They may be put in any
school. y

«€ are closing thc centers not because we want to Le negative.
“here the chenncls of communication are concerncd, therc are
. positive aspccts-as far as the relocation prorsrar is concecrneds.
. nak-assure you that they will be trcated fine. It is. a sound thing
. bo do if we are going to close these centers. this year.: e -have
positive reascns for doing ‘these things. I agree that it is-hard
to catablish yourselves. I am herc to clarify 4nd hélp you ‘with
ku” problems if ‘you will work with us. I an tr“in: to keup the
facts straight and to keep the channels straipght. :
REQUsEST ¢
1. .Residents would like to have schools in the project continued
as long as thc center 1is open. At the prescnt rate of relocation many
children will still be in the prcjcct when the school ternm ends in
June. Unless formal ccacﬂt;on is continued until the closing of the
center, many children are going to have to go without schoolln‘ The
reSLdenta would like to have the sacrificing of the education of a
larne number of children reconsidered. “ducation for growing children
is imparative, both from the standpoint of the best 1nturest of. soci-
ety and humane treatment. It is unfair to make the children suffer
for circumstances vejyond their control.

ANSWEL ¢
Mr. Lyer

That iz very true about the schools, but I think the rate:of re-
lccation is guino to pick up and move pretty fast. .It has al-
ready plckeG up as it has here and all of the other centers. I
donkt. think t“at you think I don't want to be unfare and make the
.children su or. You don't believe and I'don't believe that. I
want them to relcocate with thelr Tamilies while the opportunity
is here. : ;

REQUEST :

;2. Bvatuees desire tolhave seasonal leave restored muntil the cen-

ers.. ares ﬁﬁtuall; closed. Those who have gone:out con scascnal vwork
before have been. able to replenish their quuu°t 2d savines and to be-
come acquainted with 1life on the outside. It is a nicans of giving

thé . evacuecs confidence to rclccate. “qnd evacuges who.went out. on
seasonal work last year, now rcfuse to leave on indefinitc leave bo-
cause of the ancvrbalntLGS involved. The goodwill- of th¢ .'réesidents
toward cvacuees in the areu surrounding hunt has been maintained larce

ly by the aid given them in roising and harvesting their crops. Since
many gvacuees Gesire to relodate. n this area, it would be unfortunate
if the restriction of scasonal leave interfered with the .reloeation
program.

ANSWER:
Mr. Myer



It is impossible to carry out this program if you have seasonal
leoaves. It is just like a hunters' resort if wo do. They will
have to go out on their own Jjob permanently Instead of going out
to do 2 job and then coming in again. I don't think it's good
and I don't think you think it's good for them. I don't think
we can institue seasonal lcaves. You have had time to get
seasonal leaves and have had opportunities to make plans. It has
helped in the relecation program. You have had plenty of oppor-
tunities for that in the last three ycars. It's about time you
went out on a yecar around basis rather than on scasonal leaves
and you should ve getting your rocots down now.

- REQUEST:

3. Employment cuts which create unemployment woerk is a hardship
on evacuees. At present a surplus of labor exists on the project, ..4
and cutting down of workers, such 3s in thc Mess Opcrations Section,
causcs 1l1l-feeling among those terminated. 1t should be rcemembered
that the project is being depleted of jyowng, ablc-bodles workers, and
that the older workers cannot carry the same worilcad as the younger
werkers.

ANSWER @
Mr. lyer

w6 will not be having surplus labor on the Frojcct as relocation
gocs oni. ASs relocation progresses, we aren't zoing to have
cnough people and we can't afford to run everything as if th

carp were full. Uwe arc doing 1t because we think it's good busi-
ness. It's good for the folks to relocate. If we don't close
the riess halls, farms, and schools, and if we don't carry out

the policies, pecplc hero won't belicve what we say. e are not
deing it to penalize jou folks. we aren't going to have enough
people to run 211 the mess halls, farms, etc.

4. The closin~ of mess halls at the present timec is not ncces-
sitated either by a labor shortage or a shortage of facilities. lany
evacuees interprct the announced closing of mess halls as another
method of making the project an unpleasant place for them. Any sen-
tous trouble or hard feeling is likely to hinder cooperation with the
administration. Residents In those blccks which are about to be clos--
ed naturally attempt to prevent the reduction in the block population,
which again hindcrs relccaticn. Evacueces desire to have 211 mess
halls open until the need for closing ariscs.

ANSIER:
Kr.:dyer

Frankly and honestly, we are going ahead with the program and
¢losc the mess halls. I realizec that the closing of the mess
halls and cutting down of workers will cause 1ll-fceeling as far
as the people are concerncd. If you think it through in my pos-
ition, I think you will stand where I am now. These prliicles
were not made in order to beat somebody around. e are doing 1t
because we have to do i1t. This program will be carried out. You
will agree on it, 1 an sure.

REQUEST ¢

5. Recently express service from Eden to Hunt was suddenly dis-
continued by the WRA, and since then evacuees have bsen greatly In-
convenienced. While other means of transportation can be utilized,
the shipment of boys in uniform before they leave for overseas duty
come via railway express. IL:iinor irritations of this sort, if removed,
will improve the relationship between the local admninistration ancd
the residents.

ANSVER:
lir. Myer
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I think Jou xnow the reasons why we did thnt. e have a pro-
‘'vision against private enterprisce in the Centers. Thc Coop-
srative znterpriscs have objected to some of these centcerprises
which have been going on. On w;” to stop that is to stop bring-

ing those things into the Center +¢ have contreol of that and
the same restrictions have bcen UlJCxeh ocn some other people.
Privates enterprises, such as fish sel“;rg, as stopped because

thiey have guit hauling fish in the Center. Express de'l 1verLes
can be worked out witn the Ccop or throuch qnothpr agency.
yie arc not stonping the hauling of express, but we werc prPCti-
cally forced into that. ‘e don't want to interfere with the
people who want to da the right thing. I know that is a minor
ivritatin. I aw sorr, that it happened to exist. e have to
ve some Aifficulties and have some understanding. Thils was
not done to irritate thc people. It is essential to the Coop
and to the peorle.

Requests of Thoss Contemplating Reloeation

The reyquests of those who arc contemplating relocation arc im-
plied in thc reascns given for cvacuces lbv]iﬂ" ‘that they cannot
relocote at present. Removal of even one of thosc obstaclcs means
ir”"P“scd impetus toward roclocation. Some of the morc important re-
guests are listed he erc.

The relocation grant of §$25.00 per pcrscn is censicdered by
) cnts to be toc srall for the amount of loss they inc urrcd
and tlic amount of risk they z2re to take.

ANSUER:
Mr . wyer

The $25.00 grant was never meant to make up for losses or for

the risks taken. It is a small amount of meney given to the

people who nebi 5 PO B 5 G tl—ew can recstablish thers 7ves on the

outside. . ~ , o el : B S oo B LA
REQUmST ¢

. Lelfarec sssistance to cvacuees, if possible, should be made
in the form of a relocaticn grant rather than in the form of public
assistance from znother agencye.

ANSLoR:
Er. . er

additional arrangements can/ be rmade through some agency outside.
You can apply for thet assistance without the fec 11n~ that they
are to be relicf cases. I don't see any dirffigrence “between
pecnle living in here and people living on rclicf on the outside.

I trink we can work out sonmecthing for thosc who have no furniture
or have had their property burned or stolen. This'is a ‘tiuch bet=
ter way thar siving additicnal grants, welfare assistance, and
girect Crantis. -4 think vou will azrec with ms.

e think 1% is important that our agencles got ”Cquﬁlntcd wlth
you and your problem and these folks will have somc other agen-
cies and people to fight for them. These other agencies will
cct used to handling it. They were trained to have sympathetic
understanding. '

Zz. Low intercst loans, preferably through the WRh, should be
made svailable to evacuees before they leave the project tc help evac-
uees before they leave the project to help evacuees reestablish them- -~
selves in their former status.
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aven thoudh: we are ‘mable to work out something on this, I doubt
t 1f loans will be made tc pecple in RGIOCQth” Cuntcrs before
3 lcave. A1l loans arc based on a sound cperating progran.
on't think we can do anything about it. I éan't be enéocurag-
5 beliecve that loans are 'uiﬂg to be mnde here, but I don't
{ it is a sorious problem.

oo

; 4. DRestrictions--such as the freezinc of assets, travel linit-
ations, rcporting to authoritics--should be lifted s soon as possible.

ANSWIR
Iu'l" ° ;.\’UI'

I thoroughly agree on the point about frozen funds. I think we

can g&t heln onn the ”rcblom, where frozen fundc restrict reloca-
tion. o haven't had any contacts with the U. S. Attorney, but

we should be able to help you on that.

ritations of less than 60 or 60 mlles, I am sure, can
ftam before the war is over.

S Fuleral and local authorities sheuld be responsible for the
ction of the life and property and other interests of evacuecs
for th: axlation. Varlous types of insurance should be rnade available
to the returning evacuces.

we.can help see to:'it that the loecal authoritics will ‘dn-their

jov. .Ws will continue to help on that. We arc going to do every

thing wc can in the world to sec that life and pr opert" is prop-
d. e ara No*ng to get the job done in the way we

evl" protected
have planned and i we nced to, we will find other wavs.

REQULST ¢

6. Iostcls an? FSA typc of camps should be made available to
evacuecs.

ANS..ZR¢
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I azree that some program should be worked out. If there arc
enough people who want tu go back, we can et the peoplc to set
up hostuls alcng the Coast. If we have enouch pood faith on the
part of the pewple who do want to relocate baclk thére, ‘we will
do our best in making arrangements of some sert-on the housing

program,
REQUEQL:

7. Before evacuees are cxpected to return to’'a hostile area,
public sertiment toward evacuees should be improved.

\ % = el
.t‘xuls.) u_.R .

Public scntiment is improving. It has improved considersbly.
The only wa, to make it bettcr now is for you folks to go where-
egver you want to go and the good folks will be able to help ret
the. Jobh ;done.  Let's help to get this JOb done!




REJUSST ¢

8 Relocation officcs on the Coast and ¢lscwhere should be ade-
quately staffcd to provide cvacuees with necdosd nelp.

ANSWLR:
kr. Liycr

mven though we are short on seeretarial help, our offices are ba-
ing 'staffeq and we will et that job done within the next 30
Cays. It will be pretty well completed.

I know that I talked tzo much and I didn't intond to but I want-
ed to get the peoints clcared up. e conly hope that 7ou will
work with us. /e hope that vou will help us convince then on
that. I hope you and the JRi ané the rest epuld work on this
Job and get it done so that they won't have an;, insurrcuntable
. broblems.
N ULST ¢
Mr. PFujii

In connection with the matters of cemployment cuts and closing of
Mesas EKalls, I an particularly interested to present our view points
for your reconsiceration which has been documented by the less orkers
Association. I further request, Mr. Myer, to discuss over this matter
with our Project Director before you leave the project and you favor-
able revision of the policy will be deeply appreciated.

(The cocumented material was presented to hr. lyer).

COMMENTS &
Nr. Lyer

When I came here, some people asked me aLout their having to de-
posit $8.40 for just a visit of one da;” or half a day and why
the;” should pay it in recoard to relocation. Sometimes, children
working outside want to visit their parents and every time op
every week, they are charged (£.40 for two weeks' reals. They
don't understand it. :

VWie have been thinking about it for the past couple of years. I
will tell - you why.  In the first place, many pecople arc relocat-
ing. .4e are zoing to necd all the transportation available.
These people who arc living around here and communicating back
andé forth arc simply seasgcnal ‘leave workers in reality. ‘ie are
going to have to break down all the seasonal pregram. we think
it is for thc geood of you people and other peoplc. e don't
think we arc prcventing peonle who want to make plans for relo-
cation and we are beins reasonable. It is no Lhordship on those
whe have an honest intcrest in helping the family to relocate.

In view of the fact that we have only one year, we've got to

have the folks understand that we mean business. Their visit

to the centers each week or cvery .so often is not for the purpose
of sitting down and working out plens for themselves to relocate
permanently. The best possible thing is to come in and do some-
thing about relocating themselves and not just to visit. e want
to get the families together so they may discuss the plans for
relocaticn. .e can't have thce trains and other means of trans-
portation loaded up just because they want to be with the family.
Thouse are the reascns.

(an Issei in the group spokeé in Japanese and asked lNr. Fajiil to
translate 1it)
QUESTION:
Mr. Fujii interpretes

The question is raised in regards to Hood River. There are about
34 families who are contemplating to return to their horme-town of hood
River. Some group of individua.s started stirring up anti-Japanese
sentiment throuzh publication in the newspapers. In view of the cir-
cunstances, they request that you, or other gcvernment officials take




necessar; steps and obtain
feel that same

ANSWEH:
Ii;r . e 7

o

their bettir understanding,
covernment azent should correct the misunderstanding.

since they

yer

we will do everything we czn if you people are willing to go

back therc. I have talked to lLir. Fistere at the: Seattle Office.

If and when the first families will leave here for the old.area,

ke 1s willing to have scmcbody on the job to work with them, or

even two pcople up there to work for a reasonable length of time
- to get the job dene. There are a gocd many people there who

will work with
the newspaper is @
gainst you and keep 3
to tle newspaper published in
on here don't mcan a thing.
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» they arc campaicnin
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if you wait. .e will do ever
the lccal authorities will do
w#¢ will give jyou every; suppor
banks that they are pgoing t:
same basis as 2ny one elss.
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you the workers are going to quit if

help you keep their contracts

and as snon as possible. I h
prove to the peupls that you

us to get you people back.

Nine cascs ocut

nelpful to ou, althourh they will be
will help you.
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are not afraid of them.

The publication in

campaisn uscC for the purpose of working a-
ou from returning.

ihese names (pointing

Eood River with the list of names)

Lo

There wore 300 peonic down there
te boycott them so that you would

They have cmught the culprits and they arc in

ott and therc won't be any boycott.

ave their names on the pctition are
to you folks.

It is easy tn put your
to say no. Pecple who are
f ten, they will sim

These peuple on this list--
If rmost of you go back,
gerabonts it
those who have leascc onut your
C to kecp you out. I hope they

« It will be worse the next time,
in; within our power tn see that
thelr job. e are doing our part.
t. I have word from the local
loan money to the evacuees on the
I don't believe it when they tell
vyou deliver apples. Uie
- we will help the folks go back
ope that you will ;o back soon and
We are do-

is hard

Bhate
people .

I
~

ing some things which they don't know about but we are doing

something about  1t.

Supposc the Hood River peoplc
time comes to pickin-~ the apples a
Growers!' Lssociation, they will hn
when o

ANSWER:
Lir. Iiyer

I don't want to make any guarantce,

,colng to bo.any . strile.

-
™

settlcd.
pen, wc will put every weisht
ples harvested and sold.
vou.  If 1t continues to be o
-a 1ot of people vho will help
cet your crops harvested.
ér to help harvest the crops.

- QUBSTION ¢
~ Mr. Takeoka
of that?

ATE€ we assured

gtrikc comcs up, then what assistance would

.-If_ the people
bothered with a wuestion about
assure you that if you

Ycu will have enou

“‘hen the
transporting them to the Apple
to hirc trucks and in the case
you cive to them?

go back and start work.

nd

Ve

but I don't think there is
-0 back, you won't be
getting trucks. It will all be
go buck and if that does hap-
we have behind it to get your ap-

w¢ will do everything we can to assist

I kno
They will help you

n that basis, we will 4o it.
e ko dai gt

V

will
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gh labor in Hood Riv-
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& will do everjthing we can to help you. Not just the “Ri but
cverybody. 1 can assure you of that. There will continue to
be trouble 1f those folks who 1lived up there cdon't 7o back. I
am very intercsted in checking up on their.rough tactics. I ‘-
think they are using untrue statements. BB s j

was another. case last weck in Gresham. Tho anti-Japanese

MmMi-~ ~
Liere
Leaguc had a mecting last week where its' Congressman Governor .alter
Plerce rade yuite a long statement. Finall:, they resolved to intro-
7

1 to the COregon State Legislature tc ban the Japanese from
comin:~ back to the State of Ore;on te adu anything--farrin~ or cther
businesses. hey cannot do any kiné of busiress. The; also intimi-
dated together with the Hood River Legion of which lir. kKent Shoemaker
1s Chief Instigator. Some cutragecus deronstration will ve at work
in the near future if the Japanese people £o back t4 the cst Coast.
I'cdon't know whether 1t is true ¢or not but anywa2; many people were
convinesd that we have to do sorething about these peoplas who were
against-the Japanese returning to Orercn.

wrg-Leal,

Yhey did have a neeting in Gresham and introduccd the bill. The

viele thing is all a part of the campai-n which I have becen talk-
inz abeout this morning. I don't think they are dangcrcus people.
Fcople like alter Pierce--they cdo it at all meetincs. Scrne of
the people who attended that mecting came out of pure curiosity.
+here arec a couple of lawyers back there vhe are carrying out
such activities and who or-anized these leagues. They are making
noney cut of it. They are helping to do the binsiress and tc draw
cut gentiment.  They are accompanying them jv3%t as much as you
folks are accompanying them by pcaceful mears. .11 of this stuff’
is bluff. Don't:-let that frishtcn you.

There are scme people who are headed back to Greshum and I am
much oblized to them. ws are going to give them all the hslp.

if we have enou~sh people goins back, it will take thrce or four
weLks to see that the campaign 1s lost. That Is all there is to
i%. Things have happencd in California. It will be the same

all up and down the Coast. It is going to take your help and
mine to clean 1t up. They will continue the camtpaisn if you dorf
cc back there now.

The Ecod River Legion Post is cdoing us a favor by kecping the
boys (of f the Memorial Boeoard, anc causing more and more pecple to
get madder and madder. They are goins to do s mething about it.

This is the sort of thing that we know and somethins is being
dene about it. Unless the people 5o back, there isn't rmch that
can be done. If there are enouch of you, we arc coing to glve
all the help you need.

. _ Before we adjourn the meeting, I wish to extend our sincere grat- -
ituwde in having our National Director, Lr. Mjyer here with us to dis-
cuss our problems’ thorouchly and we hope that with & hetter understand-
ing, not. only te carry away our feellings and requests but to ficht
tharcugh for the best interest of our evacuee residents in the Project.

and agzln we all wish Mr. Myer, all the luck in the worlc is with you

and find yourself in an excellent health.
MC . kyer:

Thark you and I appreciate your hospitality extended to me. I



will keep on with the battle if you will.
<ow can't fight alcne and I don't think you are goinn

e L R

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
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