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YERY TRULY YOURS

By HARRY K, HONDA

I've been waiting a half-year to write this piece—our personal
thanks to the many who assisted editorially to produce this mammoth
Silver Jubilee edition . . . I say half-year because the ideas for this
issue started to jell around Fourth of July . .. With experience gained
from putting three 72-pagers to bed, it’ll be a year-long venture next
year. If we can get advertisers to reserve space as early as August,
the chapters should be able to increase their accounts.

But, I wanted to mention those who've actually toiled the past
week helping us get this off on time . . . Brother Theophane was in
a hospital bed reading proof before being operated for his back
trouble. We also had a gracious crew of girls: Mmes. Mary Yama-
saki, Fumi Yamasaki, Louise Inouye, Misses Micki Mayumi, Mary
Arikawa, Etsu Osako, Lily Otera, Blanche Shiosaki, Sophie Natsu-
hara, and Laura Murata . . . And Jim Higashi, Tats Kushida, Roy
Yamadera, Joe Kim, Haj Inouye, George M. Yamasaki, George P.
Yamasaki, Peter Takeuchi, John Saito and Bob Okazaki.

Our thanks also go to Jun Asakura, busy with landscaping the
"new Shonien Child Care Center, who asked Mrs. Dorothy Sakabe to
dream up the birthday cake cover for this edition. She is regarded
as cne of the top artists for Buzza-Cardozo, Christmas card printers
... We'd like to introduce another Nisei artist next year—so as soon
as the theme is determined for the 1956 edition, we might announce
a call for sketches.

We can mention it again, but the San Francisco and Seattle chap-
ters assisted in compiling the Chapter Presidents roll when our
sources locally were exhausted . .. A big hand to Daisy Uyeda for
preparing the 1000 Club Honor Roll . . . Bouquets to the chapter soli-
citors who turned in their share of advertising, which compares
well with last year's.

Kango Kunitsugu, who did a terrific cover for the Shin Nichi
Bei Christmas number last week, helped with designing the artwork
for our folio line . .. Ed Kubota sketched the cartoons in the South-
west L.A. chapter report; Mas Kataoka and Michi Asawa collaborated
on the annual “Season’s Greefings” in the SWLA chapter ad . . . So
you can see, & lot of people deserve credit for getting this off on
time. Not me.

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

The story of the first Christmas is the most loving’
story in the world. It is one on which the thinking world
has lavished the treasures of its love and its imagination:
the shepherds on their knees, the Wise Men with their
gifts, the quiet animals in the dusk of the stable, where
¢ the -Blessed Mother held her
Child. This wondrous scene is

ictured on the millions of

ristmas cards sent through-

out the world by thoughtful

ple who put Christ back into
ristmas.

After 2000 years since
Christ’s coming, the world is
still far from perfect, in spite
of Christ’s teachings. However,
the Christian ideal remains: a
world ruled by Peace, Love and
Justice, where man loves God
with all his heart and his neigh-
bor as himself. This message of
the first Christmas was given
.to simple shepherds as they
listened in speechless wonder at the angels singing: Glory
to God in the Highest! Peace on earth, to men of good-will.

The sound of the heavenly host above the shepherd
hills of Bethlehem has been taken up by human voices
ever since. It comes to us from the past, and we sing it
in troubled times of the present: O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant, come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem!

Christmas will always have an element of wonder
about it for thoughtful men and women as well as for
little children. The little ones wonder what their gifts will
be. Grown-ups know that the real gifts are spiritual ones,
not material; namely, God’s Son for their salvation. As
we gaze at the little image . of the Christ-Child on
the straw in the Christmas Crib this year, may we keep
in mind the wondrous Fact that makes Christmas a
reality, the Fact that once long ago, there was a real
gg 'housing a real, living Child, and that Child was really

May this Christ-Child be in your heart always. This is
our Christmas wish and prayer for one and all. Merry

Christmas!
FATHER CLEMENT
Maryknoll Chapel
(Father Clement, who is a member of the Southwest
Los Angeles chapter, is well-known to JACLers who
heard his prayers of invocation during the last national
convention in Los Angeles. The Christmas Story has been
told and retold for centuries and it would be amiss if this
Holiday Issue failed to devote space to the reason for this
yful occasion.—Editor.)

LOS ANGELES--That quietly
efficient and pleasant Nisei wom-
an named Mrs. *Yokotake who is
employed as Personnel Clerk in
the Food Service Board of the
L. A. City Board of Education, is
none other than the first Nisei
lobbyist to Washington, D. C., the
former Miss Suma Sugi.

She was one of the charter mem-
bers of the original Los Angeles
JACL from away back in 1929,
when some of our present crop of
younger JACLers were mere daw-
dling babies—if born at all. The
following year must have been
the year of the first National Con-
vention in Seattle, because as
Suma recalls, the 1932 convention
was held in San Francisco. “By
then,” says she, “we (the Nisei
citizens) were comparatively well-
organized compared to the very
beginning of a united Nisei group
as conceived and first organized
in the middle 20's.”

| SO R

We first met Suma through
snapshots in a photo album be-
longing to a schoolmate: the
picture of a pert young girl
wearing a gym middy outfit and
autographed with a neatly flow-
ing self-confident hand.

W e

“Who's that?,” we inquired, im-
pressed by the friendly, pleasant
face. “Suma Sugi, a very bright
girl,” replied our chum,

“She used to live near San
Jose where I hail from, but she's
moved to L. A. Yowll have to
meet her some day.”
~And so we did some few years
later. Though we can't recall ex-
actly when, if our rusty memory
serves us correctly, we do remem-
ber one New Year's Eve along
about 1930-31 and a dance held at
Newman Hall at the L. A. City
College campus, after which a
group of JACLers and friends
went for “breakfast” or post-mid-
night snack at Lyman's which
was still down on Broadway in
those days, and in our party were
such old-timers as: “Chaz” Kama-
yatsu (now of the Hollywood chap-
ter); "Tokie"” Slocum, the World
War 1 vet and prominent Ameri-

rcan Legionnaire; “Chuck” Yoshii,

who later became a radio an-
nouncer in Japan, and young la-
dies like Carol Tokunaga (now
Mrs, S. Sashihara) and our own
Suma who is now Mrs. Hitoshi
Yokotake,

e ke

The first Nisei and only lady
lobbyist to Washington, D.C.,
was born in Alvise, Calif., ae-
quired her earliest schooling in
Santa Clara county schools, pro-
ceeding on to Lincoln High in
Los Angeles and graduated
from the old UCLA’s Teachers’
College, which was still on Ver-
mont Avenue. She majored in
Business Administration and
Commerce, graduating in 1924,

x ik

School life in those days was
quite rugged for it was the era of
the so-called “anti-Japanese legis-
lation days” prior to the passage
of the anti-Japanesé Immigra-
tion Act of 1924.

As Suma recalls, “It was. a
tough time to be going to school.
Public sentiment was against the
Japanese with biased editorials
and printed propaganda material
fanning racial feelings, Although
there was no open or downright
hostility expressed against the few
Nisei students in attendance, one

was more likely to get stared at

By MARY OYAMA

rather than met with warm or
friendly welcomes at school social
functions.. :

“For this reason, we seldom at-
tended school social functions; we
led a more restricted academic
life more or less divorced from the
purely social side of campus life.
Why one semester I even got by
without a Student Body card be-

cause I had no use for it, No one
noticed the difference!”

We agreed that student life in
our day was much the same—the
cool indifference on the part of
non-Nisei toward one at social
functions was enough to dis-
courage any sensitive Nisei. Even
for a person of Suma's natural
friendliness and out-going temper-
ament, this universal coolness was
no easy fog to dissipate. Life was
easier if one followed the let-alone
and be-let-alone paolicy.

® LW

Now that the climate of the
times has changed so radically,
it is difficult to understand the
furor of protests raised by some
parents when John Also (who
later became Judge) was elected
to the honor of a student body
office at Hollywood high.

And even as late as the early
30's there was that tempest at
Univ. of Southern California
when the girl students hotly de-
bated as to whether Phys., Ed.
major Yae Kusayanagi (mow
Mrs. Gen Nakamura) should be
pledged to join the Phys, Ed.
honor soriety or not.

With Suma, we agreed that
USC has come a long way with
Janet Fukuda (1954 National
Convention Queen) now acting
a8 Vice-President of Women at
the Trojan institation.

R SRt

“Compared with the ‘old days',”
Suma added, “both the Nisei and
the schools have come a long,
LONG way!" If some of our
younger Niseli and newer Sansei
only knew—

During her school days Suma
was member of the Scholarship
Club, winner of the Business Essay
for 1923, and also a researcher
with Henry Shimanouchi (now of
the Japanese Foreign Office) un-
der Prof. Edward K. Strong of
Stanford University on a voca-
tiona] research project.

Miss Sugi also, served as inter-
preter for the U.S. Immigration
Department.

Each honor and each widen-
ing experience well qualified the
young Nisei woman as the per-
son to represent JACL at the
national Capital and to present
:: League’s views on the mat-

of restoring full citizenship
rights to American women who
had lost their American statuos

through marriages to foreign
nationals,

o= W g

Armed with numerous . letters
of introduction from California
Congressmen to VIPS and . other
congressman in Washington, the
little Nisei lady was sent to the
Capitol on funds raised by the
JACL aided by interested Issei
organizations and friendly sup-
porters, b 4 -

She -did surprisingly well for
one 80 young, so new to Washing-
ton, so swaddling babe in the poli-
tical jungle, Congressman Crail
of California gave her a letter to
his twin brother, a Judge Crail in
D.C.; Congressman' Evans and
Congresswoman Florence Kahn
also gave her assist and evential
entre to the sanctum of Congress-
man Cable of Ohio who was in-

Native Daughter
in Washington

Story of the first Nisei lobbyist
——Miss Suma Sugi of

LOS Angeles

strumental in the passage of hig
Cable Bill through both Houseg
Suma says she was rurtumeh;
having such influential persong as
the daughter of William Jennlngg
Bryan (who had lost her Amer.
lcm:; citizenship by marriage tg g
Danish citizen) personally intey.
ested in the passage of Cable'
amendment which restored citizen.
ship rights to such women,

The rights and privileges , re.
stored by the Cable Act Were
particularly pertinent to Nisei, be-
cause in the early 20's and 30.5
and Nisei women had married Is.
sei Japanese nationals and there.
by lost American citizenship auto.
matically .,

Suma had gone to ‘Washington
with her letters of introduction

plus special privilege letters to
the White House, and with un.
bounded courage, born perhaps of
political naivete but certainly not
of ignorance, blithely started
storming important doors in Feb.
ruary of 1931. Three months later,
on the third day of the third
month — March 3rd which was
significantly enough the Japanese
Girls' Festival Day, the Cable Act
was passed: assuring retention of
American citizenship rights of all
women regardless of marriages to
foreign nationals, and restoration
of full citizenship rights to those
who had lost it by such action.

ok %

Thus, the first Nisel woman
lobbyist was highly successful
in saccomplishing her mission
and the JACL in its initial step
in lobbying experience and secur-
ing remedial legisiation on the
national level, chalked up a
worthy group accomplishment,
After her triumphant return,
Suma Sugi toured the state giving
talks on her experiences before
various young peoples' organiza-
tions, church groups, JACL chap-
ters, ete., inspiring her fellow Nisel
to continue their efforts to estab-
lish a place in the sun of full and
equal American citizenship.
Along about 1935 Suma married
a Nisei man from the Hawaiian
Islands, Mr. Hitoshi Yokotake,
settled down to a happy domestic
life and like the rest of us Nisel
living a fairly normal one until
the Evacuation upheaval, pushed
her through chaotic and stormy
ups-and-downs, For a time ghe
lived in the Hawaiian Islands but
eventually returned here, whe::e
she has been living In our L.AS
Eastside, quietly and unobtrusively.
However, we have a hunch that
after this appears in print, Suma
may be in demand by the East
L.A. JACL and other chapters
for interesting recaps of her pio*
neering legislative days. Full of
lively humor and wit as well a8
down-to-the-earth innate modesty.

i 11
Suma Sugi Yokotake is a SWe
person to be with, to m";".?

listen to (prepositions be hang
—as we wasted almost an hour
'of her valuable time interviewing
her one evening when she Was
swamped with work. She had &
deadline to meet and so did We
but with graciousness she took
our “snooping queries' in stride
and we in turn, took with high
good humor several hours of noc-
turnal pounding until oné ayes.
Chore concluded, with kosher viné
gared herring-filets and Longhorn
cheese washed down Wwith Vino
Paisano we stopped to drink &
silent solo toast first to Sum&
then a second to both the i
old days of JACL and the bet

new days to be.

ey ae
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'QB_,__IHOMAS T. YATABE; 1934-36

ing a prototype of the
Ini ﬁktﬁg central characteriza-
mem a novel or a definite his-
about the Japanese Ameri-
one would find rich source
rial in the personality and
ge story Dr. Thomas T.
raiabe, the “Grand - Daddy of
cL" Against the background
 mixed emotions and problems
o an immigrant group in the,
twenties, Doc, by his outlook
il active leadership, presented
je first clear picture of the
merging Nisei Americans and the
mad they were destined to follow.
Born in San Francisco in 1897,
we of his early experiences,
shich in retrospect is symbolie,
yas the school segregation case in
w6, Very few Nisei today realize
fhat such & problem was faced,
* * K
Doc recalls, “We were kicked
wt of our grade schools that
. Under the ignomous re-
of Mayor Eugene Schmitz,
ihe city fathers ordered aH Ori-
wial children to attend a segre-
pled school in Chinatown. Un-
jke the Chinese, we were scat-
fered all over the city, and ’the
ptent of the order became ‘ob-
- Vious,
wBut you know,” his voice
qming somber, “you have teo
ive credit fo our Issel parents.
ey refused, to send us to a
wgregated school. Even though,
fhey, themselves, were not citi-
wns, they thought of their chil-
ira's constitutional rights as
Americans and they fought back
m that basis.”
1 * Kk *
At the White House, where the’
miter became an international
e, President Theodore Roose-
it thoroughly denounced the ac-
lim of the city and dispatched
I Secretary of Commerce and
labor, Victor H., Metcalf, to in-
mtigate, It was finally settled
wen the entire school board and
layor Schmitz were invited to
e White House to meet an
wgered President,

Anerican Loyalty League

fiscussed in 1919

The story of Dr. Yatabe’'s con-
{Ibation toward the formation of
b American Loyalty League,
Irerunner of the Japanese Ameri-
( Citizéns League, actually
arted back in 1919,

Fresh out of the University of
Qifornia Dental College in 1918,
De was one of a meager handful
A “older” Nisei in the Bay area
(¥ were already bumping against
il knocks of discrimination and
e doing some thinking about it.

this group were George
"fisaki, now publisher of the
figpon Times, Kay Tsukamoto of

i Francisco, Tom Okawara now

Pregno, and Dr. T. Hayashi of
Aeley. The original idea of
b American Loyalty League was
WiEved out of their discussions.

* * * :

- ‘We realized that our
e our biggest drawback, in
Bat It sort of created s mental
Mok in the minds of a lot of
(blow Americans. We needed
Micthing to counteract ‘this, to
:‘lh' and to get across to
_ public that we
re loyal American citizens.”

o lode gy
h‘:cr Acutely felt the need to
Such simple procedures as
| I‘ *INg and marking a voting
"‘d perhaps meeting a few

; candidates and familiar-
¥ themselves with the issues.
iy rate, this informal group
themselves the~ American

e. Little did they
‘that it was to later develop
national organization.

1822 the groy
p had scattered
"“h"- Yatabe became established
M‘MHET:ental practice in
: . ere he found the
::::“"m“y comprised of pro-
e, "8 well as aggressive
Many of whom operated

of mate

e

vished service to the communit
first JACL national president
moto at Salt Lake City in 1948,

large landholdings despite the ex-
isting Alien Land Law. Their
problems and concerns in the face
of a rising number of discrimina-
tory acts and ordinances caused
Doc to recall to mind the 1919 dis-
cussions and the philosophy of the
American Loyalty League.

Issei fought strong
‘yellow peril' press

The coveted JACL ruby-studded pin awarded for disting-

X ¥ x
By SHIG WAKAMATSU

is presented Dr. T. T. Yatabe,
y JACL Queen, Junko Yoshi-

4

A glance at the picture of their
first meeting reveals just what
Doc meant. Walt Tsukamoto,
later to become National JACL
President, Shu Sumii, Harry
Hata, Hank Tanda, George “Pop”
Suzuki, and others appear ‘to be
barely out of their teens. It was
only natural that sandlot baseball
held more attention for them and
their contemporaries than a ser-

It was the era of the virulent
“yellow peril” press and of the
Issei struggle for existence ac-
centuated by political antagonism
from all parties. Thus, the Alien
Land Law had already cast its
black shadows. It was the hey-
day of the Native Sons of the
Golden West, the old American
Legion, the Farm Grange, of Mc-
Clatchy’s Sacramento and Fresno

|ious discussion on problems that
| clouded their future,

Doc urged the delegates to re-
turn to their communities, organ-
ize their chapters, and become ac-
tive in community affairs. Some
15 chapters with 300 members
were formed throughout Central
and Northern California. Dr.
Yatabe, himself, became the first
president of the Fresno Chapter

Bees, and of Hearst's Examiner.
However, there were papers like |
the influential San Francisco|
Chronicle and its publisher, Ches-
ter Rowell, who gave the people
of Japanese ancestry a break and |
often was outspoken in their be-|
half. y

In communities like Florin and |
Walnut Grove, attempls were
again' being made to segregate |
schools for the Nisei. If every
town were to be searched for an
ordinance restricting sites fqr-
Japanese - owned businesses, it
would have been a simple matter.

Motivated by the need for a
united effc_i, Dr. Yatabe plunged
into action by organizing the
young Nisei in the area witp the
hopeful support of their Issel par-
ents. This compelling force on
Doc's part was to become 2 life-
time of devotion and sacrifice t‘o
the purposes, ideals and tr_adl-
tions of the Japanese American
Citizens League.

In due time, contacts were ma:de
with leaders in each community
between Fresno and San Francisco,
and with the financial aid of Isgei
leaders a statewide meeting of all
Nisei groups was called in San
Francisco in May, 1923. Thlls be-
came the historic first meeting of
the American Loyalty League,
which name was proposed by Dr.
Yatabe and readily accepted by
the group.

g. ; * * *

«f was so much older than the
other delegates that I found my-
self telling them what to do on i
most things. Wasn't very demo- I
cratic,” he observed.

| 1924 .meeting,

of the ALL,
Observers from Seattle
attend 1924 ALL talks

Another conference was called
in San Francisco in 1924, The
progress of the ALL activities had
reached the Pacific Northwest,
where an older-aged Nisei group
in Seattle had formed the Progres-
sive Citizens League. The lines of
communication were being de-
veloped as this group sent Clar-
ence Arai, their leader, and
Shigeru Ozawa as observers to the

In the ensuing years, between
1924 and 1929, Dr. Yatabe's main
efforts hinged upon keeping the
various ALL chapters alive, but
it was an up-hill fight.

* * *

“We didn’t have the numer-
jcal strength te do much about
the discriminatory. laws on 2
national level, nor did we have
the know-how. So we worked
on a community level,” he ro-
counted. “Sometimes we got to
talk to the people about our
problems and other times we
couldn't even get an audience
with them.”

revive some of the chapters and
to re-organize the entire set-up.
Gradually, the ALL learned to
function as an organization. Men
like Saburo Kido, later to become
wartime National President, Walt
Tsukamoto, Tamotsu Murayama,
and Sim Togasaki were graduat-
Ing from school and were able to
devote their time and energy. This
“new blood” gave the much
needed impetus on the long road
towards the realization of a na-
tional organization,

JACL organized at
1929 S. F. conference

In 1929 a delegation from the
Northwest, headed by Clarence
Arai, met in San Francisco with
various representatives of the
ALL chapters, including Sab Kido
of the Bay area and others south-
ward to Bakersfield. The result
of this meeting was the formation
of the National Japanese Ameri-
can Citizens League, ’

Prolonged discussion and argu-
ments followed on the decision of
naming the new national organ-

ization, Dr. Yatabe's opposition to
the name was based on the very|
grounds. that others advocated it |
—that it carried a racial conno-,
tation to the group. There is al
warm spot in Doc's heart for the
Fresno unit, which is still known
today as the Fresno ALL Chapter
of the JACL.

So enthused was the Seattle
delegation over this 1929 meeting
that they bid to sponsor the firgt
national convention over the Labor
Day holidays in 1930. Although
Doc was unable to attend this first
convention due to the impending
arrival of his son Dudley, he has
not missed a single one since.

The entire Southern California
area was non-active at this time.
In order to fill the gap, the second
national convention mef in Los
Angeles in 1932, Up to’ this point,
the JACL operated without a na-
tionally elected cabinet.

By 1934 the National Constitu-
tion had evolved to the point that

Dr. Yatabe was elected JACL's
first constitutional president at
the '34 National Convention in

San Francisco. His fellow cabinet
officers were James Sakamoto,
vice-president; Sim Togasaki, as
treasurer; and Saburo Kido, exec-
utive secretary.

Other leaders of those days
whom he vividly recalls were Clar-
ence Arai, Seattle; Dr. Harry Kita,

Salinas; Dr. George .Hiura, Seb-
astopol; Fred Hirasuna, Fresno;
Tom Shimasaki, Lindsay; Frank

Ishii, Long Beach; Ken Matsum-
oto, John Ando and Kiyoshi Hig-
ashi, Los Angeles; and Mamoru
Wakasugi, Portland.

Little were the pre-war critics’
“mere social organization'” aspects
evident upon examining the Na-
tional program during Dr. Yata-
be's administration from 1934 to
1936. We speak of “JACL attain-
ing maturity” after the experience
of the mass evacuation and the
war, but certainly it was not the
lack of maturity or vision on the
part of its national leaders to
which the phrase applies.

National program of
1934 with four targets

Let us consider the fact that
in 1934, with less than one-fourth
of the potential eligible Nisei as
members, the National program
consisted of the following salient
objectives:

(1) To secure amendment to
the Cable Act.

(2) Citizenship for*the Oriental
Veterans of World War I.

* * *

He now had the moral support
of his wife, the former Maf'y!
Tsumaru, of Santa Rosa, Cal:l’._I
They were married in _Nulvember,i
1923. “And what we dld'l:lt do to|
keep the chapters alive!"” she re-|
marked, indicating that type (-}f.‘
behind-the-scene struggle that is

mentioned.
HEII{:?TQZT Doc called a conference |
in Fresno in an all-out effort tol

(3) Naturalization privileges
for the Issei.

(4) Endowment Fund of $100,-
000.

One can wonder what would
have been the effect on our war-
time experiences if the hopeful
support of 20,000 members who
flocked to JACL on the eve of
evacuation were available in 1934

to help attain the third and fourth

Section A—3

rand-father of JACL

objectives. The intrinsic value in
such a question lies in the lesson
it carries for us today in the ne-
cessity of achieving present-day
objectives.

The Cable Act, it may be re-
called, abridged the American cit-
izenship affecting Nisei women
who married alien Isseis. To carry
out the necessary work in Wash-
ington, JACL called upon a bril-
liant and charming Los Angeles
miss, Suma Sugi, to be its first
Washington lobbyist, She ventur-
ed into the Capitol armed with a
few letters of introduction from
California congressmen and a
round-trip train fare in her hand-
bag,

Whether or not she enchanted
the legislators into concession, she
seemed to have encountered little
difficulty in chalking up the first
National JACL legislative victory,
which enabled these women to re-
gain their citizenship. What be.
came of Suma? “Wish I knew,”
Doc drawled, “she sort of disap- -
peared into the Los Angeles pop-
ulation along about the time of
evacuation , , ”

In connection with- the second
objective, there were approxi-
mately 700 Issei who served in the
American Expeditionary Forces in
Europe. JACL Dbelieved that at
least the privileges of the fran-
chise could be bestowed upon
them, The campaign to secure this
piece of legislation centered about
a colorful Canadian-born veteran,
Tokutaro Nishimura Slocum.

A gifted orator, his job was to
appear and speak before the var-
ious national encampments of vet-
erans organizations which were
scheduled that year. On a shoe-
string operation he started out
with just enough funds to get him-
self to Kansas City.

Struggle of Slocum

for AEF Issei veterans

Meanwhile, Doe¢, Sab Kido and
Company were scurrying around
to raise funds, much of it from
their own pockets, for the next
leg of his trip to Indianapolis.
Tortuously, after frantic wires for
more funds and by way of New
Orleans, Tokutaro finally reached
Washington and successfully come-
pleted his mission, The support he
gained from the national chairman
of the American Legion's Ameri-
canization Committee and the late
Congressman Bud Gearhart of
Fresno, who introduced the bill im
Congress, figured prominently im
the passage of this legislation,

Naturalization privileges for
the Issei as the strategic legislat-
ive objective was given ita first
formal policy status by JACL dur-
ing Dr. Yatabe's tenure. It was
recognized that with the granting
of citizenship rights, the basis of
all discriminatory laws against
the Tssei can be abolished. How-
ever, in the face of massed opposi-
tion, prospects for its early
achievement were bleak. Neverthe-
less, this objective was followed
steadfastly in the thinking and ae-
tion of National JACL leaders
through each successive adminis-
tration. At a precious price of
blood and property demanded by
a world war, it finally became a
reality in 1952,

The need for an emergency
‘“‘war chest” was also recognized
by the National Council, In 1936,
with the formation of the National
Endowment Fund for $100,000,
Dr. Russell WeHara of Oakland
donated the first $1,000 to
spearhead the drive. Here again,
vision outstripped capabilities, for
at the time of Pearl Harbor, only
$5,000 had been accumulated. “If
there was a ‘fund created as en-
visioned,"” Mike Masaoka often re-
iterates, “the evacuation with its
consequent suffering and losses
might never have happened.”

Two goals of 1934

finally achieved
In retrospection of his term of
(Turn to next Page)
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JIMMIE Y. SAKAMOTO: PRESIDENT 1936-38

Blind, But With

Jimmie Sakamoto, one of the
colorful of Nisei personalities, was
national JACL president from
1936 to 1938. As Nisei history
goes, that was a long time ago.
His name may be unfamiliar to
many of “The Pacific Citizen's”
newer readers,’ but no one who
ever met Sakamoto could forget
him, He is that kind of man.

Sakamoto was elected at the
national JACL convention held in
Seattle where he published “The
Japanese American Courier,” the
first all-English Nisei newspaper.
I happened to talk with him soon
after he was told he had been
elected. He was stunned. He had
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J. Tokohashi, Magr.
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PRESIDENT—George Inagaki
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GENERAL MANAGER—Frank Kuwahara

not expected the office. He was
overwhelmed by the honor and
honestly concerned about his abil-

ity to meet the responsibilities of
the presidency. 4

In the privacy of his sparsely
furnished newspaper office, Jim-
mie talked over his doubts with
his wife, Misao, and a few close
friends. Only then did he feel free
to accept, with humility, the call
to office.

In reality, Jimmie Sakamoto
was the only person worried in
the least about his fitness to lead
the Japanese American Citizens
League. His election was acclaim-
ed universally as overdue recog-
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nition for nearly a decade of
stubborn, unremitting, unreward-
ed labor on behalf of the Citizens
League movement.

During those years it was im-
possible to distinguish between
Jimmie Sakamoto’s twin roles as
newspaper publisher and JACL
mainspring. He had founded “The
Courier” as the voice of the Nisei,
and in his mind the JACL move-
ment was the Nisei movement.
But while “The Courier” spoke
eloquently and well, it was never
a financial success. The North-
west Nisei population was not
ready to support a newspaper of
its own. The result ‘was that “The
Courier” yielded meager material
returns and much of the time the
Sakamoto family was on the bor-
der of actual want.

No doubt it was this knowledge
that made Jimmie hesitate about
accepting the presidency. But if
Jimmie was something less than
a money-making success as a pub-

lisher, he had many another qual-

ity to fit him for the job of na-

tional JACL praalden}. .
* * Kk

Jimmie was a man of ldeas
and action. He was no infel-
lectual, but he was intelligent
and hé had an instinet for tim-
ing. He was also a man of pow-
erful convictions. One of them
had to do with the destiny of
the Nisei as Americans.

Long before most of them
were aware of the meaning of
the words, Jimmie was saying
as often and as forcefully as
he could that the Nisei had both
opportunity and responsibility
to contribute to the welfare of
the greater American commun-

ity.
* * K
Dynamic and persuasive, he"in-
spired others to follow his lead.
He was a powerful old school
orator., When he rose to speak,
others listened. Few who ever

Vision

heard him could forget that pal
intense face, the words that po .I
ed from his lips,

Most of all, Sakamotg had fajpy
—faith in the goodness ang oppo
tunity of America ang the Nigej
ability to utilize their heritag,
of two Pacific cultures, = °
* I first met Jimmie nearly
quarter of a century ago, I y,
just & kid out of high schoo| s
he offered me a job on his ne
paper. It wasn't much of 4 ..
reglly, but jobs were pretty scary
in the depression year of 1933
worked for him for nearly fou
years while going to college a
it was the best kind of journal
istic training. I got to know Ji
mie pretty well.

T -k %
Jimmie was, and is, com-
pletely blind. The first time §
met him he noticed he had the

(Continued on Next Page)

Yatabe —

(Continued from Preceding Page)
office, Dr. Yataba derives his
greatest satisfaction and pride
from the fact that the campaigns
for Issei naturalization privileges
and the Equipment Fund were
given their initial start at the
time, Today, 20 years later, thous-
ands of Issei have become Ameri-
can citizens, and the Endowment
Fund has reached the $100,000 lev-
el with an even higher goal of a
million dollars for the future.
What were the other concerns of

. |JACL in 19357 Mainly they were

internal and local in nature. Rep-
resentations were instituted
against various state discrimina-
tory laws, in such matters as fish-
ing and hunting privileges for Is-
sei and, of course, the Alien Land
Law.

A sgerious threat to the unity of
the young organization presented
itself when Southern California in-
sisted upon proportional represen-
tation in the National Council.
This was resolved successfully on
the argument that JACL must
preserve its national stature by
retaining the system of the single
vote per chapter regardless of size.

“Things are different today,”
Doc said, “Southern California
is now a backbone of the organ-
ization.” i

Meeting the national budget
was a perennial headache, as it
is today. Doc continued, “In
those years it was $2,000 annual-
ly which we couldn’t make ,and
we had a spectacle at the con-
vention with the chapters quib-
bling for two days over a 25-
cent raise in the subscription
rate of the Pacific Citizen.”

A measure of how far we have
come since those days was dem-
onstrated at the 1954 Los Angeles
Convention when the proposal to
raise the per capita national dues
from $1.50 to $2.00 was acted upon
with such perfunctoriness that it
left Sim Togasaki and Dr. Yatabe
scratching their heads,

Sim Togasaki was the driving
force behind the Pacific Citizen,
as he still is today. The paper was
published in Seattle in James Sak-
amoto’s Japanese American Cour-
ier plant.

Since there was no national di-
rector, as we have in Mas Satow
today, visitations and correspond-
ence to the 20-odd chapters which
comprised the national organiza-
tion fell upon the shoulders of the
national officers,

Along with other officers and
chapter representatives, Dr. Ya-
tabe attended the emergency Na-
tional Couneil Meeting called by
National President Saburo Kido in
San Francisco in February, 1942,

Their experience of meeting
with General De Witt's staff in an
effort to stave off the threatened
evacuation was “like running into

§|an absolute stone wall.”

This was the bitterest of Dr,

Yatabe’s long experiences. “It
would have been an easy matter
to throw up the whole thing and
show defiance which we natur-
ally felt inside, But that was the
trap our old enemies were wait-
ing for us to fall into. We had
to think responsibly, not only of
the immediate welfare ' of our
people but of the future welfare
of generations to come.”

After the decision at San Fran-
cisco, there was no alternative but

to cling Jason-like to the faith in
the ultimate triumph of justice
and fair play during the dark days
that followed.

As soon as Doc and his family
reached the Jerome Relocation
Center in Arkansas, he was sum-
moned along with Frank Ishii,
James Yoshinobu and Tom Shima-
saki to attend the grim emergency
national council meeting of No-
vember, 1942, in Salt Lake City.

With the JACL fighting for
its very existence, “some of the
hardest decisions affecting the
future of Japanese Americans
had to be made then,” he said,
“but that would be getting into
Sab Kido's story.” '

Attending that meeting had its
consequences for him. Whatever
anguish he had suffered, no bit-
terness remained as he described
the attempt that was made on his
life in the relocation center. '

“My glasses flew off in one di-
rection and the next thing I knew
I was on the floor under a pile of
bodies. A pair of shears was com-
ing down and I remember grip-
ping a wrist , . ." His injuries con-
fined him to doctors’ quarters for
a month, It was a black winter
and the lowest point in his life.

No sooner did the Yatabe family
unpack their suitcases at the
Brethrens. Hostel in Chicago in
April of 1943, and a wire from
Sab Kido arrived requesting Doc
to take charge of the Chicago
JACL office. The office on Madi-
son Street was opened in Febru-
ary by George Inagaki to help the
evacuees in their relocation; how-
ever, a month later Inagaki was
called into service.

It was the challenge again, the
same as it was 20 years before in
Fresno, only this time Doc was
an older warrior, aged 46, with a
protesting family to contend with,
Setting aside his hopes of estab-
lishing a new dental practice, he
accepted the $125 per month po-
sition. “I couldn’t turn Sab down,”
was the way he explained it.

With the former Fumi Yaki,
now Mrs. William Hoshi of
San Francisco, as mrmym'a he
Eackled t:l: job of public relations

0 pave the way for the arri
hundreds from relocation een:enrlag.

Cooperating with the WRA, the
American Friends, and other civic

and church agencies, he spoke be-
fore countless groups at factories,

student bodies, churches, and civi
organizations. He relied upon
same principle of education tha
he had applied from the days o
the old American Loyalty Leag
—to break down the barriers ¢
employment and housing for evao
uees. During this phase of work
the one person whom Dr, Yatah
remembers as being most helpfy
and effective was Dr. Home
Jack, the hard-hitting Executi
Director of the Chicago Coun
Against Racial and Religious Dig
crimination,

Dr. Yatabe completed two ex
tended speaking tours in 1943 an
1944 outside the Chicago ares
They were made possible throug
funds from a $5,000 grant of th
Carnegie Endowment Fund fol
Peace, which was the work of Teil
ko Ishida, now Mrs. Mickey K
oiwa, who served as Eastern JACI
representative.

Featuring Soprano Ruby Yo
sino, Dr, Yatabe on the Easte
trip spoke on the story of the Jap
anese Americans in every majol
city between Boston and Washing
ton, D, C, Contacts and schedule
were made possible through
efforts of Peter Aoki, the the
New York JACL representativ
Some of Doc’s memorable expe
iences were a talk before the Han
vard Executive . Club in Can
bridge, Massachusetts, a sermo
in Trinity Church one Sunday
ternoon in Boston, and & Tugge
schedule of five speeches in on
day in Philadelphia.

On the Midwest States tour &
took along his whole family, Bl
son Dudley ,then 14, was a boy X
prano and an accomplished pis
and usually stole the show Irof
his dad, while his charming Wil
Mary acted as observer.

In all of his experiences on U
tours, Dr. Yatabe found ample Vit
dication of his faith in the innat
gense of justice and fair play ¢
fellow Americans.

Members of the Harvard kxed
utive Club, after hearing 