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Military “Fluke’’ Gave Army’s
Japanese American Battalion
Chance to Fight on Italy Front

Nisei Soldiers From Hawaii Win Respect of
Fellow Troopers in Famed American Division;
Report Nazis Suprised to See Japanese Americans

A “funmy military fluke” gave the Fifth Army’s Japanese
American battalion a chance to experience the combat action in
which they have distinguished themselves on the Italian front,
Kenneth L. Dixon, front-line Associated Press correspondent de-
clared in a delayed dispatch filed from Italy on Nov. 24.

The story by the A.P. correspondent was the first to mention

i Jthe Japanese American unit since the 100th Infantry saw heavy

’

'action on the Volturno front and indicates that the Japanese Amer-
icans from Hawaii are once again in the front lines.

Correspondent Dixon’s report, datelined “With the AEF in

[taly,” dclared:

“Now filling a gap-in the Amer-
ican lines because of a funny mili-
tary fluke is an outfit of men who
look as though they should be on
the other side of the world and
the other side of the front.

“They hail from Hawaii and
they’re of Japanese decent, but
they call themselves Hawaiians,
or just plain Americans, and
across the cold mud and rocks
and hills of this bleak Italian
front the doughboys will tell you
that they’ve earned the right to
call themselves ‘anything they
damn well please.

“ ‘They’re green, but they're
game and good fighters,’ say the
veterans of their. infantry regi-
wmme e ,

“‘They're good soldiers all;
said their commanding officer,
Maj. James Gillespie of Des
Moines, Ia.

“ “They first came in to replace
a rough-tough battalion which was
removed from the division before
the North African invasion.

“The division, so the boys say,
fought through the North African
campaign minus one battalion, and
it was to fill this gap that the
boys of Japanese descent joined
them.

“They brought their own replace-
ments and clothes and equipment,
for they are short.of body and leg
and long of arm and the ordinary
GI outfit would fit them like a
saddle on a cow.

“They moved into the lines while
the doughboys looked at them and
reserved judgment when they were
at the front under constant fire,
day in and day out, battling mud
and rain and terrific terrain.

“q¢ was tough going,’ admits
Pvt. Masakichi Gushi Buunene of
Maui, Hawaii, which as a master-
piece of understatement will do
until something better
along. They came face to face with
Jerry and all that he could throw
at them.

“'ye’worked with them a long
time at the front since then and
no bad feeling has ever come up,”
said Pfe, John M. Maseki of Hon-
olulu. He is very proud-of the way
they have been accepted by the
other outfit. But the Germans still
don’t get it.

“iThe Jerry prisoners were
pretty surprised when they saw
us, and they couldn’t understand
it,” says Pvt. Buunene, ‘They
looked as us as if we were trait-
ors. But we told them we were
good Americans.’

“Next to the actual fighting, the
weather is the biggest worry o
those brown-skinned boys from a
warmer, sunnier clime, Pvt.
George Yasso of Honolulu said he
expected the front ‘to be much
worse than it is! But with the
weather it's a different story.

“‘We are fighting the weather
more we are fighting the
Germans at present,’ he says, 100k-
ing ruefully down at his muddy
clothes and the mire in which he
stands. ‘And old man weather can

comes |.

be a tough opponent, but we'll lick

him like we're going to lick Jerry.’

“To which Pfec. Bill Nagashima |
of Paia, Maui, a grinning little
guy with an impish gleam in his
eye asks:

“‘Yeg, but it would be better if
I was used to the cold. Every day
1 wonder who thought of that gag
‘sunny Italy.” Also I'd like to know
who thought the one up about the
German ‘superman.’ We haven’t
found it that way.

“The gleam gets more impish as
he concludes:

“¢Sure I like the front alright—
but I'd rather be home for Christ-
mas.’

“What about fighting the Jap-
anese on the other side of the
world? Pvt. Maseki answered that
one indirectly. -

““The unit we’re attached to
is the best outfit in the army.
I think I speak for the rest of
our Japanese (this time he em-
phasizes the usually unpopular
name) outfit when I say we'd
go anywhere with them.’

“But that’s a bridge to be cros-
sed after the Germans have been
licked.

“Sgt. Conrad 8. Tsukayama, of
Laniai, Pahu, hopes it won’t be too
long. He thinks the section he
leads is ‘as calm a bunch of fight-
ing men as we'll ever round u
with. Rare spirit and courage an
with the co-operation of the fine
unit with us we'll take the Ger-
mans sooner or later.

“¢Jerries can’t whip us Yanks/
says Sergeant Tsukayama.”

Report Riven\
Evacuee Shot

By Army Sentry

Refused to Answer

- Challenge of Soldier,
Says WRA Official

PHOENIX, Ariz.—The Arizona
Republic reported on Dec. 2 that
Satoshi Kira, 22, a resident of
the Gila River WRA camp, was
shot and wounded when he at-
tempted to walk past a military
police officer at the sentry t

on - Chandler road at the °

camp.

The Republic reported that L.
H. Bennett, di r at Rivers,
had said that Kira failed to heed
the unt‘?'l wu-nin.fl to stop.
When told to stop, Mr. Bennett
was reported as saying, the evac-
uee told the: sentry: L
- "% don’t have to. I'm the presi-
en .ll

The sentry, whose name was
not disclosed, fired two warning

f|shots at Kira and then shot the

man as he walked on. The bullet
entered the left side of Kira's
body and lodged in the.shoulder
muscles, .

Kira, a former resident of Los
Angeles, was reported not to be
in a serious condition after the
bullet was removed.

My. Bennett said that Kira's
family had informed him that the
evachee youth had besun sho
signg of mental derangemen
?bout five days before the shoot-
ng.
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Names of

Japanese Americans
Fight as Part of
Famed U. S. Division

ALGIERS — The Japanese
American battalion which has
distinguished itself in recent
combat action in Italy is oper-
ating as part of a famous Am-
erican division, the irty-
Fourth, it was revealed here
on Dec. 2.

The Thirty-Fourth division
was the first to cross the At-
lantic in this war and was vic-
tor at vital Hill 609 in Tun-
isia, according to an official
announcement,

The report revealed that the
division, originally composed of
Minnesotans, Iowans and North
Dakotans, includes the Hawai-
ian-Japanese unit which spear-
hu_ded the advance of the
Thirty-Fourth on the Italian
fyont.

Postpone Nisei
Hearings Over
Civil Service

Former S‘hte Employees
Protesting Dismissal
‘By Equalization Board

o : INTO—Attorn
the ﬂ 'og California :lyi:l” ::

former employees of Japanese an-
cestry in the State Board of
Equalization who are now protest-
ing their dismissal have agreed to
postpene hearings on the protests
until after the war due to the in-
ability of the Japanese Americans
to enter the evacuated area in
order to testify. ;

A hearing on the case of 90
Japanese Ameriéan employees, dis-
missed by the State Board of
Equalization after Pearl Harbor,
was to have been opened on Nov.
80 by Kenneth W. Donelson, ref-
eree of the State Personnel Board,
but Deputy Attorney General
Morse and the attorneys for the
former employees stipulated to the
indefinite continuance.

DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST NEGROES,
NISEI RAPPED

BOISE, Idaho — Diserimination
;Igainst such minority ups as

egroes and American-born Jap-
anese must be eliminated in post-
war America, Howard Feast of
Defiver, . regional resentative
of the social protection division
of the Federal Security agency,
declared in Boise, Monday.

Feast addressed the Boise con-
ference of social workers 8-
ing that “local groups such as
this must assume the responsibil-
ity in social work beeause other-

se the federal government- is
sure to step in.”

Westefn Growers

Group Opposes
WRA Administration

Growers Association, whose mem-
bers are fruit and vegetable grow-
ers in California and Arizona, de-
manded at their convention here
last week that all war relocation
centers for Japanese and Japanese
Americans be remo from the
jurisdiction of the War Relocation
Authority and placed under mili-
tary supervision.

The resolution also demanded
deportation for all “disloyal per-

SONSs,

o2 that T ahenans. chention’
e . question”

was recently :&d by oc-

currences at Tule Lake.

{
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LOS ANGELES—The Western M

v.ar Department Releases

Nisei Casualties

Nine Dead, 60 Wounded in
Italian Fighting Identified;
All But One from Hawaii Area

Names Released This Week Part of Toll of 34 Dead,
13.0 Wounded Reported Recently by Secretary of War
Stimson; General Clark Praises Nisei Battalion

WASHINGTON—The War Department this week announced
the‘ names of nine Japanese American soldiers who were killed in
act}on, and 60 men of Japanese ancestry who were wounded in
action in the Mediterranean area.

All are presumably members of the 100th Infantry Battalion
now fighting in Italy.

The casualties announced this week are part of the total of
34. dead, 130 injured and five misging which Secretary of War
Stimson revealed last week. At that time Secretary Stimson
declared:

“General Clark reports that the 100th Infantry Battalion,
composed of Americans of Japanese ancestry, continue to make
a highly creditable campaign record. These soldiers are well train-

| ed and well disciplined and fight with confidence and resolution.

“They are particularly skillful in scouting and patrolling.
They are cheerful and uncomplaining, and their rate of illness is
practically nil.”

~ The War Department on Dec. 9 annofinced that the following
.]apalllxgs!eA Americans had been killed in action:
YAMA, Pvt. Yutaka—Mata i
RY°§.‘:{:.,§§-()H;'3‘“I“» Ly atagiro Hirayama, father, 1231
x 5 . Set Michi Mi i
M suo—Michi Michiyo Nagano, sister, Box 277
On Saturday, Dec. 11, the War Department listed the follow
ing ;ex;:xjdap;nm Americans as killed in action:
AKA, Pvt. Fred Y.—Mrs. N 3 i
332111%?8% S(t’i,lﬂomlulu. ancy Y. Matsumori, sister,
b . Harold T.—Col A i
Wailuka, Maui olbert T. Higashi, brother, Box 145,
HIRAKI, Pvt. Mitsuo—Rikichi Hiraki, 404 North School St.
B ;
I, Pvt. Himeo—Mrs. H ta
ISO’ID‘;;:M‘?V':',E?OM“'“. aruyo Hiratani, mother, Box
s ward Y.—Eikichi Ide, father, Kaneohe, Oahu.
%gxg%&m;.wnal{u-mam?. Kivo lg‘m:s, ’Ymotl\er, y (S~
. Kenne ~—Mrs, S i
Pumehana St., Honolulu. TNN0N .08
The War Department on Dec. 8 announced the names of the
follol\;ving Japanese Americans as wounded in action:
UKUDA, Pfc, Tom T.—Miss Florence K.
Date St., Honolulu. . 9 g
FURUTANI, Pvt. Hisao—Mike M. Furutani, brother, 72-C Po-
huk&igﬁ A?t., Ho?olg;u. ;
Staf t. Walter C.—Mrs., Elizabeth G
w Sl S promarkriny
t. Masanobu E.—Mrs, Gladys S. Kawaka
wife, 25566 Cartwright Rd., Honolulu. T b
KIKUCHI, Sgt. Shoji—Mrs. Yasu Kikuchi, mother, Box 824,
Waipahu, Honolulu.
¥ K}T{!OM‘OTA, Pfe. Katsushi—Shunichi Kuromoto, brother, Aiea,
onolulu,
MASUMOTO, Pfe. Irving T.—Yaichiro Masumoto, father, 1119
Desha Lane, Honolulu.
+ LiﬂZOMJl, Pvt. Kiyoshi H,—~Masaru H. Mizomi, brother, Lahaina,
aui.
MORIHARA, Pfc. Shigeki—Hajime Morihara, brother, 3339 Hi-
nano St., Honolulu,
. N}(SH:!ME, Pvt. Saburo—Sokichi Nishime, father, Box 72, Ko-
oa, Kauai. g
'OKAYAMA, Pvt. Satoru—Shinkichi Okayama, brother, 3151
Castle St., Honolulu.
OSHIRO, Pfc. James S.—Mrs. Kana Oshiro, mother, Puukolii,
Lahaina, Maui.
OSHITA, Pvt. Koichi—Makoto Hashimoto, cousin, Twa, Hono-

lulu, .
"USAKAMOTO, Pvt. Sueo—Mrs. Haru Sakamoto, mother, 869

Kawaiahao St., Honolulu.
SASAOKA. Pvt. Robert T.—Mrs. Ishino Sasaoka, mother, Kea-

kakekua, Hawaii.
SHIRAKI, Pfc. Teruichi W.—Jisuke Shiraki, father, Box 42,

Kohala, Hawaii.
SUZUKI, Pvt. Takashi—Mrs. Monoye Suzuki, wife, 61 South

School St., Honolulu.
TAKAKURA, Pvt. Yutaka—Mrs, Asako Takakura, wife, 51,
Coelho Way. ﬂ’)nolnlu.
TERAUCHI, Sgt. Seichi—Chotaro Terauchi, father, Lahaina,
ui.
. TSUBAKI, Sgt. Fumio—Masakichi Tsubaki, father, Puukolii,
Lahaina, Maui.
TSURU, Pvt. Tsugio—Mrs, Fuji Nakano, mother, 2738-1 So.
King St., Honolulu.
UJIIE, Pvt, Mitsuru—Gihachi Uijiie, father, Paia, Maui.
YAMANE, Pvt. Takayuki—Thomas T. Yamane, brother, 632-A
Sheridan St., Honolulu.
On Dec. 10 the War Department announced the names of 36
Japanese Americans, all but one from Hawaii, who were wounded

in action in the Mediterranean area:
NAGAOKA, Pvt. Hitoshi—Miss May Nagaoka, sister, 4322
Mission Rd., Kansas City, Kansas, .
FURUKAWA, Pvt. Nobuyoshi—Mrs. Yacko K. Furukawa, wife,
Box 97, Wailuku, Maul.

(Continued on page 2)
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Combat Team News

General McNair Inspects
Nisei Unit at Camp Shelby

Commanding General
Of Army Ground Forces
Visits Training Center

_CAMP _SHELBY, Miss. — Lieu-
tenant General Leslie J. MeNair,
commanding general of the Army
Ground Forces, and his staff visit-
ed the Combat Team briefly while
ol an inspection tour of Camp
Shelby. RF
General McNair was accompani-
" ed by the following staff officers,
all from Washington, D. C.: Brig-
adier General J. M. Lenz, Colonels
G. Rogers, S. E. Faine, L. D. Car-
ter, W. E, Shambora, and G. C.
Black and Lieutenant Colonels J.
Lemy, A. H. Denniston, G. S. Wit-
ters, and H. H. Rodecker. :
According to The Reveille, the
camp newspaper, General McNair
and his staff arrived by plane
from Washington and returned
that same evening. They were
ferried over Camp- Shelby’s uxi.n-
ing areas, and then landed in“the
field to inspect an infantry regi-
ment engaged in training tests.
Following the visit to the field,
General McNair and his staff paid
a visit to the organizations in
garrison. :
General McNair, who was
wounded in the North Africa cam-
paign, appeared to be in tip-top
condition.
XIX Corps Officers Visit

Colonel George Horsfall of the
medical section, Captain Donald D.
Courtright of the adjundant gener-
al’s department, and Captain Wal-
demar E, Dietz of the inspectors
general’s division of the XIX
Corps headquarters visited the
Combat Team recently. They are
from Camp Polk, Louisiana.

Rev. Frank H. Smith
Reports Attitude of
‘Nisei Troop ‘“Healthy”

CAMP  SHELBY, Miss. — Dr,
Frank Herron Smith, chairman of
the West Coast Protestant Com-
mission on Japanese, was a week-
end visitor to the Combat Team.

In addition to delivering two
sermons to the enlisted personnel
in the new Combat Team Chapel,
Dr. Smith visited  many of the
men he knew before they volun-
teered for the army.

He noted that the soldiers seem-
ed to have made the difficult ad-
justment from civilian to military
life in exceptional fashion and that
they ap ed even more eager to
prove lves in actual battle
than on his previous visit last
spring. He commented upon the
healthy attitude and appearance of
the volunteers and declared them
to be outstanding among the mili-
tary personnel he had visited.

The West Coast Protestant
Commission on Japanese was
formed after the attack on Pearl
Harbor and is charged with the
responsibility of aiding persons of
Japanese ancestry. Its headquar-
ters are in San Francisco, Calif-
ornia, and it includes all the Pro-
testant - churches which have as
members persons of Japanese ex-
traction.

Honolulu Boxer
Killed in Action
On Italian Front

HONOLULU, T. H—Cpl. Rich-
ard Kanse Toyama who was killed
in action on the Italian front on
Oct. 21 was one of Honolulu’s best
known athletes,

The son of Mr. Kanhan Toyama
of Honolulu was 28 years of age,
He competed in the Hawai
AAU boxing tournaments in 1934
s Mg ot sty o

r
as & blnhmwslght. s Joogh

A Buddhist memorial service

was held for him on Nov. '21.

Second Nisei
Chaplain Joins
Combat Team

Lieut l'l’_l'Did
Religious Work in
California, Hawaii

CAMP SHELBY, Miss. — Well
known to both Mainland and Com-
bat Team members is 1st Lieuten-
ant Hiro Higuchi, second Nisei to
be commissioned a chaplain in the
Army of the United States and the
latest addition to the chaplains
corps of the 442nd Infantry Regi-
ment. :

Like Chaplain Masao Yamada,
Chaplain Higuchi is from Hawaii
where he was the pastor of the
Waipahu Community Church in
Oahu, the second largest inter-ra-
cial church in the Territory, for
the past ten years. But he is also
well known to the enlisted men
from the Continental United
States, particularly with those
from southern California, for he
was active as the young peoples
director of the Los Angeles
Union Church from 1931 to 1933.

The son of Reverend K. Higuchi
of Hilo, one of the first Christian
missionaries to Hawaii and for
35 years a leader in religious
circles, Chaplain Higuchi is a
graduate of the Hilo high school,
Oberlin College in Ohio, and the
University of Southern California.
He received his B. A. from Ober-
lin College in 1929 and his M.TH.
from Southern California in 1934.
Incidentally, he studied law and
sociology before deciding upon the
ministry.
~ While doing post-graduate work
in Los Angeles, he was active
not only in the Union Church
but also the
Christian Conferences of that
city, southern and northern Cali-
fornia, and the Pacifc Northwest.

He married the former Miss
Hisako Watanabe of Hollywood.
His wife and one year old baby
son are residing in Honolulu
while he is with the Combat
Team.

After receiving his Master’s
Degree, he returned to the Is-
lands where he became active in
religious and civie affairs. For
nine years he served as the
YMCA secretary for the Lee-
ward District of Oahu, was a
director of the Waipahu Com-
munity House, and held a num-
ber of other civie positions in
addition to his pastorate.

A resident of Pearl City be-
fore induction, he aided in the
evacuation of families in his dis-
trict from Pearl Harbor after the
Japanese attack on December 7,
1941.

He was commissioned July 3,
1943. He is 37 years of age.

“l lived, worked with, and
taught many of the enlisted men
here from Oahu, so I feel that
they are my boys. 1 was with
them dufing the days of peace,
and watched them grow into fine
young men and exemplary Amer-
icans. Now that they are in train-
ing and will go overseas to fight
—and perhaps be wounded or kil-
led—to help preserve those things
which I tried to teach them were
sacred, dear, and worth fighting
for, I believe that my place is
with my boys. I'm here to help
them and all other volunteers
both from Hawaii and the Main-
land in any and every way pos-
sible.”

That is Chaplain Higuchi’s sim-
ple explanation as to why he
volunteered to serve with the
Combat Team. ;

Parole Hearing Held
For Arizona Doctor

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Dr. Shir-
oshi Ben Inouye of Glendale, Ariz,
iy s (Pl e o

g an illegal o on, was
given a hearin ﬂlilp;::k by the

state board: o pmlm.

Young Peoples|.

War Department Releases
Names of Nisei Casualfies

(Continued from page 1)

GUSHIKEN—Sgt, Jack K.—J i
Dr., Wailuku, Moy, ames K. Gushiken, brother, Olu

HASHIMOTO, Pvt. Robert K.—Mrs,
mﬁ%’ﬂ ll&%{aui. :

O, Pvt—Iwao Hashiro, brother, Puunene, Maui.

HAYASHI, Pvt. Toshio—Matsugiro Hayashi. father, Honoko-
hnuhllaknina, Maui., :

, Pfe. Yeiko—Masao Higa, 0 i
Henciata, ga, brother, 2202 Waiola St.,
HIGASHIDA, Pvt. Wataru W.—Mrs. Kiyoko Hi ashi ;
929 McGerrow Camp, Puunene,” Maui. i Sheida motas,

HIKIDA, Pvt. Sadao—Mrs, Natsu Hikida, mother. clo Moana
Hotel, Honolulu. . }
_ HIRATA, Cpl. Masaru H.—Mrs. Mikano Fujimoto, mother, 735
B“ﬁll Ssz:’ Honolulu,
MOTO, Pfe. Wallace Y.—Hidesuke Hisamoto, father, -
A-2 Hiram Lane, Honolulu. i
IKEMI, Pvt. Teikichi—Kanazo Tkemi, uncle, 538 Alui St., Hono-
lulu, Oahu. -
IRIGUCHI, Pvt. Richard M.—James M. Iriguchi, brother, Box
571, Wailuku Maui. ‘
ISERIL, Tech. 5th Gr. Richard T.—Mrs. Haru Isei, wife, 276
Ululani St., Hilo.
. IS;!IMARU, Cpl. Sanji—Yonetaro Ishimaru, father, Naalehu,
aua
ISHIZU, Pfe. Tadao—Gentaro- Ishizu, father, Papaaloa.
IWAIL, Cpl. Warren T.—Shintaro Iwai, father, 1499 Kauluwela
Lane, Honolulu.
IWAISHI, Pfec. Isoji—Tetsujiro Iwaishi, father, Box 115 Maka-
wao, Maui.
KAKU, Pvt. Haruo—Tatsuo Kaku, father, Box 84, Hilo:
KASAKAWA, Pfe. Keénneth S.—Kinsaku Kasakawa, father,
Pomaho, Wahiawa, Oahu.
KAWASAKI, Sgt. Akira—Yukichi Kawasaki, father, Box 123,
Kealakekua.
KAWATA, Pvt. Albert G.—Miss Clara N. Kawata, sister, 230
Star Road, Honolulu 23, Oahu.
KIYONAGA, Pvt. Walter S.—Mrs. Hatsuyo Kiyonaga. mother,
609 Kunawai Lane, Honolulu.
MAEDA, Cpl. Kiyoshi—Mrs. Misayo Yamanaka, friend, 784
South King St., Honolulu, Oghu.
MASAKI, Pvt. Isami—Sadami Masaki, brother, 1173 Kameha-
meha Ave. Hilo. -
MIYASHIRO, Pfe. Tadatsune—Chukichi Miyashiro, brother. 103
Kawananakoa Pl., Honolulu.
MIYAZAKI, Cpl. Fusetsu—Toshio Miyazaki, brother, - Eleele,
Kauai.
MORIKAWA, Pfe. Thomas K.—Mrs, Misao Morikawa, mother,
321 North School St., Honolulu.
NAKAMOTO, Pvt. Wataru W.—Stanley T. Nakamoto, brother.
1684 Kilauea Ave., Hilo. ' :
NASHIWA, Pvt. Edward K.—Minetaro Nashiwa, father, Box
775, Paia, Maui.
OMORI, Pvt. Francis M.—Mrs. Mitsue Asada, sister, Keahua,
Maui.
SATO, Pfe. Masao—Rokura Sato. father, Waukapu, Maui.
SHIMIZU, Pfe. Takeo—Torazo Shimizu, father, Box 393, Hana,
Maui.
TENGAN, Pvt. Shuuichi—Mrs, Kameko T. Tengan, wife, Kau-p
akalua, Haiku, Maui.

Kesa Hashimoto, mother,

UMETSU, Pfe. Toshio—Mrs. Ishi Umetsu, mother, Keahua,
Kailua, Maui. :

YAYOSHI, Pfe. Masaru—Mrs. Harue Yayoshi, mother, Puun-
ene, Maui.

The War Department also listed 2nd Lieut. James K. Hopkins
of Honolulu, Hawaii, presumably with the 100th Infantry, as
wounded in action. :

Twin Falls Paper Answers

"Jap' Charge in Hearst Press

Times News Editorial
Comments on “Hot Spot”
Letter in Examiner

without guards or restrictions,
zo where they please and push
Americans off the streets.

““This,” the -writer added em-

TWIN FALLS, Idaho — The
Times-News, leading newspaper
of southcentral Idaho, answered
in a Deec. 7 editorial, the charges
published by the Hearst-owned
San Francisco Examiner that Twin
Falls was a “Jap hot spot.”
Commenting on a story by
James K. McCoy in the San Fran-
cisco Examiner on the “Japanese
situation in Idaho.” the Times-
News said:
“It all goes to show how hat-
reds, personal prejudices and ra-
cial intolerance can warp one’s
senses into vicious ways of think-

ing.”

%'he Times-News editorial. de-
clared:

“‘How on earth do stories
like that ever get started?’

“You probably have asked
yourself that same question
dozens of times wupon hearing
rumors which you know posi-
tively from personal experience
to be entirely false.

“In a recent issue of the San
Francisco Examiner we have a
good example of how stories get
started, Writing as if he were
an authority on the Japanese
situation in Tdaho; James K.
MeCoy of San Francisco would
have readers of the Examiner
believe that Twin Falls is an-
other Tule Lake.

““The town of Twin Falls,’ he
wrote the editor, ‘is now con-
trolled by the Japs, who have
bought many types of business
in the town and who have
bought large acreages of potato
land. Thev roam the streets of

Twin Falls in large numbers

phatically, ‘is one JAP HOT
SPOT that should be brought
to the attention of the Ameri-
can people.’

“In one wav it’s unfortunate
that- Mr. McCoy’s silly sugges-
tion can’t be carried out in the
extreme. If all the American
neovle should flock to Twin
Falls in anticipation of seeing
this ‘Jap hot spot,” they would
learn the truth for themselves,
the bie scare would turn out to
be a disanpointing flon, and Mr.
MecCoy. deep in hiding to es-
cane their wrath. would prob-
ablv learn a hig lesson.

“It all goes to show how hat-
reds, nersonal preijudices and ra-
cial intolerance can warp one’s
senses into vicious wavs of
thinking—even to the point of
spreadine false and malicions
rumors that only serve to make
mockerv of the very prineciples
for which the allied nations are
fichting.

“If, some of these know-it-alls
who ave g0 auick to jump at
conclugions  would spend one
tenth of their rumor-mongering
efforts in seekine out the truth
and accenting it for what it is

worth, the world would b
hetter off.” oW

Chamber Att—a—:k—s
Relocation Program

LONG BEACH, Calif, — Dele-
oates to a state-wide conference
of the Junior Chamber of Com-
merce have adopted a resolution

ohnryinp _the War Relocation An-
thority with “maladministration,”

President Hits

Racial Bias

In Employment
PR v

Clause Necessary in
Government Contracts

WASHINGTON — Terming ra-
cial discrimination against work-
ers as “detrimental to the prose-
cution of.the war,” President Roo-
sevelt has ordered that all Govern-
ment contracts made with private
manufacturing or service firms
shall carry a clause barring racial
discrimination in hiring employees,
the War Relocation Authority:re-
ported this week. Y

Under the terms of this order,
all persons contracting with the
Government will be required to
adhere to this clause which pro-
hibits discrimination against any
employee or applicant for émploy-
on account of race, creed,
color, ox_national origin, Sub-con-
tractors aswell as principal con-
tractors, mu omply with this
clause.

The President issued such an
Executive Order some time ago;
this order was interpreted by
Comptroller Lindsay Warren as
being a directive and therefore not
mandatory. In a letter addressed
to Attorney General Francis Bid-
dle, however, the President made
it clear that the order was manda-
tory and must be incorporated in
all Government contracts.

In his letter to the Attorney
General, the. President said, “The
prosecution of the war demands
that we utilize fully all available
manpower and that the discrimina-
tion by war industries against per-
sons for any reasons named in the
order is detrimental to the prose-
cution of the war and is opposed
to our national democratic pur-
poses.”

Japanese American
Farm Workers Win
Praise of Official

CLEVELAND—Japanese Amer-
ican farm workers came in for
high praise when Carl Spicer, re-
location officer of the Detroit
WRA office, spoke recently before
the Farm Labor Committee of
Oakland County, Michigan, at a
meeting to discuss the employ-
ment of Japanese Americans on
dairy, fruit and vegetable farms
in 1944, Midwest Frontiers, pub-
lication of the Cleveland area
WRA office reports.

Representatives from Michigan
State Agricultural College and the
Department of Agriculture were
present and explained labor needs
for the coming year,

Mrs. Viola Gordon of South
Lyons, Michigan, owner of a large
dairy farm, also spoke before the
group and described the success
she has had with Takeshi Yam-
ada, urumatsu Watanabe, and
Ben Tachibana who came from Gila
River in July and who had no
previous dairy experience. Within
a few weeks, she said, ‘they had
gained the confidence, respect and
good will of the surrounding com-
munity and their neighbors have
become their friends.

“Private Hargrove”
Tops Reading List
At Gila River

RIVERS," Ariz.—Best-read book
of the year at Butte, Gila River,
was “See Here, Private Hargrove,”
by Marion Hargrove, reports the
News-Courier.

Second and third in popularity,
according to the rental section,
were “King’s Row,” by Ralph Bel-
laman, and “For Whom the Bell
Tolls,” by Ernest Hemingway,

Farm Labor Camp
Near Ogden Closed
As Season Ends

OGDEN, Utah — The U, 8.
farm labor camp at Riverdale,
which housed more than 260 farm
and cannery workers of Japanese
ancestry, during the recent har.
vest season, has now been closed
and the workers have returned to
relocation camps, it was reported
this week, :
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Myer Refutes
- Charges Before

Dies Committee

—-._WRA-Director Critical
Of Nature of Allegations
Against Federal Agency

'

WASHINGTON Dillon 8.
Myer, director of the War Relo-
cation Authority, declared Wed-
nesday he was.tired of general
accusations of “lack of firmness”
and “social-mindedness” made by
members of the Dies subcommittee
concerning the WRA, the Asso-
ciated Press reported.

Myer declared his
confidence” in the ability of WRA
officials to command the situation
at the Tule Lake segregation cen-
ter,

He told the Dies group that it
might be possible for his agency
to resume control of the center
in about two months. It has been
under army control since Nov. 4.
There have been demands that
the army be given permanent su-
pervision of the camp, the A. P.
reported.

After questioning Myer for
three days the Dies group Wed-
nesnay decided to call on, repre-
sentatives of the War, Justice and
State Departments for informa-
tion concerning international re-
prisals which might evolve from
the Tule Lake disturbance and on
constitutional questions involved
in the relocation program,

Myer also suggested that rep-
resentatives of the Federal Com-
munications Commission be called
to give information concerning the

» type of broadcasts coming from
Tokyo as a result of the Tule
Lake affair. :

Answering charges regarding

the WRA administration at Tule

Lake, Myer said there had been |bo

some ‘“bootlegging” at the center,
with resultant arrests. He stated
that the WRA had put no absolute
ban on the use of alcoholic drinks
unless the community in which
WRA. centers were located did so.

Referring to Hearst press
charges that “pacifists” were be-
ing employed by the WRA at Tule
Lake, lI:/Iyer said that there are
no conscientious objectors at the
camp, to his knowledge. “If there
are,” he said, “they have come
off civil service rolls.”

Replying to another query,
given wide circulation in charges
by Rep. Clair Engle, D., Calif.,
l\yyer said the WRA was checking
reports of traffic in narcotics at
Tule Lake. He said such reports
might have stemmed from the
transfer to the center of a woman
who had been imprisoned on a
narcotics charge. =h

Contentions by Dies investiga-
tors that the segregees at Tule
Lake had used tractors to ~play
polo were denied by Myer, who
noted, however, that a “bunch of
kids” had damaged two tmcks_in
a collision, although authorization
for the use of the trucks had not
been given.

On Tuesday Myer categorically
denied testimony given the Calif-
ornia State Senate committee by
a WRA employee who had charg-
ed that some WRA workers at
Tule Lake had engaged in “pett-
ing parties” with evacuees. The
allegation had been made
Ralph Peck, former steward at
Tule Lake, whom Myer said had
been found intoxicated in a gov-
ernment ear.

Myer also denied that a WRA
teacher at the camp had openly
remarked that the Pearl Harbor
bombing was justified.

The WRA director said that
“imagination” was responsibile for
widely-circulated stories that seg-
regees at Tule Lake had attempt-
ed to burn buildings, nail down
windows and prohibit the use of
the telephone during the “disturb-
ance” on Nov. 1,

Myer maintained that the Tule
Lake incident was being used as
a “red herring” by the Dies
group.

Governor Warren
Invited by Senator
To Visit Tule Lake

YREKA, Calif.—State Senator
Randolph Collier, who recently re-
quested for a special legislative
session on the “Japanese problem,”
this week invited Governor Earl
Warren to visit the Tule Lake

regation camp.
m&ngurbor Collier has suggested
that the Governor make a personal
investigation of conditions at
T ..

‘“complete |

=Story of the Week

S. F. Police Puzzled Over
Status of 17-Year Old Girl

SAN FRANCISCO—The dis-
covery of a 17-year old girl of
Japanese and Caucasian parent-
age in San Francisco perplexed
police and federal authorities
here last week.

The girl, Bessie Yasumatsu,
was taken by authorities from
2100 Pine street, held briefly at
Juvenile Detention Home, and
then, after investigation, was re-
leased on order of Thomas C.
Lynch, Assistant U.S. Attorney,
who said there would be no pro-
secution for the time being.

The girl has been living at the
home of her half-sister, Mrs.
Inez Woo, a Caucasian girl mar-
ried to ‘a Chinese American.

Any legal proceedings against
the girl would have been for the
violation of the military order
issued by General DeWitt which
bars any person of Japanese an-
cestry from the state of Cali-

-

fornia and the west coast mili-
tary area. :

According to Lynch, Miss Ya-
sumatsu’s mother, the former
Caroline Godfrey, was married
first to a Caucasian, then to a

Korean, and finally to Tom
Yasumatsu, a Japanese, who
died ten years ago.

He said the girl has one

brother and a half-brother serv-

Ying in the army. She came here
in June of 1942 from her mative
state of Utah to care for her
blind and crippled mother and
her half-sister Mrs. Woo, who
is likewise ill, having just given
birth to a child,

U.S. Attorney Frank J. Hen-
nesy said the girl’s release was
wvalid, declaring there had been
no violation of military law and
prosecution would have to be
ord;ared by the Attorney Gen-
eral. x

Four Aliens Held
By FBI in Chicago

CHICAGO Four Japanese
aliens, residents of the Chicago
area who have been alleged to
have been active in pre-Pearl Har-
r moves in Chicago to aid the
Japanese government, were re-
ported to have been arrested by
the FBI on Dec. 4. '
The names of those arrested
were not revealed, but one was re-
ported to be an operator of sev-
eral restaurants in Chicago. An-
other was said to be a physician
who came to the United States in
1927 and who has been living at
Hammond, Ind.

Center Council
Asks Conclave
On Relocation

Heart Mountain Group
Seeks Voice in WRA

Resettlement Plans

HEART MOUNTAIN, Wyo.—
The community council of the
Heart Mountain relocation center
will ask .the War Relocation Au-
thority to arrange a conference
soon of evacuee leaders in all
nine relocation centers, the Heart
Mountain Sentinel reported this
week,

The Sentinel said the conference
should be called “to erystallize
evacuee viewpoints and to. make

them known to Washington.” It
said the council feels that here-
tofore evacuees have not been
given sufficient voice in organiz-
ing and executing plans for re-
settlement.,”

The Sentinel added that the
council “recognizes the fact that
there is not widespread accept-
ance of the relocation program on
the part of the evacuees because
there exist numerous inequalities
and problems.”

Gila River Fire
Destroys Farm
Granary, Grain

RIVERS, Ariz.—Approximately
$1700 was lost at the Gila River
center on Dec, 1 when fire des-
troyed a 20 by 100 foot granary
and several tons of grain, accord-
ing to the Gila News-Courier,

The fire was discovered by the
night watchman at 10 p.m, A pas-
sing motorist saw the flames and
notified the fire department.

The fire was already out of con-
trol when the two fire trucks ar-
rived at 10:15, and the crew con-
centrated on keeping the flames

from spreading to nearby pig pens
and farrowing houses, .

Japanese American Woman,
Wife of Chinese, Receives
Permission to Return Home

Reported l""irst Nisei
To Win Right to Reenter
Seattle Region

SEATTLE, Wash. — A Japan-
ese American woman and her two
children are coming home to Seat-
tle on January 1, the Post-Intel-
ligencer reports.

|:“ She is Mrs. Lun P. Woo, an

American-born Japanese girl, and
wife of a Seattle Chinese Ameri-
can. She was evacuated from Seat-
tle in 1942 with other persons of
Japanese ancestry. With her to a
government relocation camp went
the Woo’s children, Hazel and
Grace. '

Mrs. Woo will return to Seattle
on a travel permit issued by the
civilian affairs division of the
western defense command at San
Francisco, military authorities re-
ported last week.

The Post-Intelligencer noted
that the army did not elaborate,
but that it is understood that a
number of other American-born
Japanese women. from Seattle,
married to non-Japanese husbands,
likewise have applications filed for
similar privileges.

Federal autrorities last week
told the Post-Intelligencer that
they construed the army’s special
dispensation in Mrs. Woo’s case
as an indication of a lifting of reg-
ulations in connection with mixed
marriage cases alone, but not in
Lany sense a general lifting of re-
strictions against evacuated Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry,

A small number of persons .of
the Japanese race have continued
to reside in the evacuated area,

in the state of Washington under
special permits ever since evacua-
tions, these persons being either
too ill or old to be moved to re-
location camps without danger to
their lives. But Mrs. Woo is be-
lieved to be the first .able-bodied
person of Japanese ancestry per-
mitted to return to the city, the
Post-Intelligencer commented.

She has notified Denton MeIn-
tosh, Seattle realtor, that she in-
tended to reoccupy her home at
328 25th Ave. on or about Janu-
ary 1, and asked that the present
tenants be put on notice,

Mrs. Woo is a graduate of Cen-
tral Grade School, Broadway high
school, and the University of
Washington, At the University she
became a memer of Phi Beta Kap-
pa. She speaks and reads four
languages. Before evacuation it
was reported she had written to
General DeWitt, then commanding
the western defense command, and
asked that an exception be made
in her case. General DeWitt re-
plied at that time that no except-
ions could be made,

Concurring Opinion by
Regrets 'Action,

City Commissioners
In Ogden Ban
License to Evacuees

OGDEN, Utah—Adhering to
a “new policy,” "city commis-
sioners in Ogden last week de-
nied transfer of a cafe license
from M. L. Noble to a group
of Japanese American business-
men. '

The evacuees, who are Amer-
ican citizens, have been operat-
ing the restaurant business un-
der a license to Noble until its
expiration this month. Failure
to receive the license caused
the restaurant to close its
doors.

Fair Play Group
Faces Inquiry
In California

Assembly Committee
Holds Investigation
Of Coast Organization

LOS' ANGELES—An interim
committee of the state assembly
met this week to conduct a hear-
ing in Los Angeles on the acti-
vities of Pacific Coast Committee
for American Principles and Fair
Play, which advocates fair and
democratic treatment of loyal
Americans of Japanese ancestry.

Chester Gannon, - assemblyman
from Sacramento and head of the
committee, noted that his group
was “investigating’ a publication
of the Pasadena chapter of the
Fair Play committee, ant a series
of pubished articles by Dr. Galen
Fisher, assistant professor of poli-
tical science at the University of
California,

Gannon declared before the
hearing that his committee wished
to ascertain whether Dr. Robert
Gordon Sproul, president of the
University of California; Dr. Ray
Lyman - Wibur,
president, and other prominent
Californians who are members of
the Fair Play group’s advisory
committee were “acquainted with
the character of literature which
this organization is circulating.”
Gannon algo announced that his
investigation would scrutinize the
aitivities of the Fellowship of Re-
conciliation, a New York organi.:-
ation with branches in Califom_u,
which has also carried on an in-
tensive campaign on behalf of dem-

American minority.

Seattle Council -
Upholds Rights of

Citizen Evacuees

SEATTLE—The temporary sus-
pension or restriction, under mili-
tary necessity, of the rights guar-
anteed by our Constitution must
never be permited to become per-
manent, the Seattle Council of
Churches and Christian Education
declared in a statement on Minor-
ity Groups and the Bill of Rights
on Dec. 6.

The statement cited the fact
that loyal Americans of Japanese
ancestry are deprived at the pres-
ent time of the opportunity to live
wherever they choose in the Unit-
ed states.

“We should do all in our power
as Christian citizens to understan
minority groups and racial ten-
sions, such as oceasioned by the
rise of Negro status during war-
time, and recognize the common
rights of all citizens, regardless
of race, class, or ecreed, to equal

recreation, education and po--

inf,
litical expression.”

ocratic treatment of .the Japanese|

former Stanford |-

opportunity for employment, hous- | America

Ninth Circuit Court Upholds
Gen. DeWitt’s Evacuation of
Japanese American Citizens

Expresses Hope Evacuees Will
Be Compensated for Losses; Unanimous Verdict Filed

——

SAN FRANCISCO—The Ninth
United States Circuit Court of
Appeals last “week upheld in' an
unanimous decision General ‘De-
Witt’s order evacuating persons of
Japanese ancestry from the west
coast area, - !

The decision of the Ninth Dis-
trict court was handed down in
the case of Fred Toyosaburo Kor-
ematsu, former resident of Oak-
lapd, who had refused to comply
With the order on the ‘grounds
that it had violated his rights as
a United States citizen,

Arrested at the time and taken
before Federal Judge A. F. St.
Sure, Korematsu was laced on
five years probation an directed
to go to a relocation center. He
appealed the case, which has since
been in litigation.

- C.l}rtmﬂ D. Wilbur, presiding
Justice of the Circuit Court, wrote
the opinion upholding the validity
of the army’s action as based on
an order issued by General De-
Witt he was commanding the
western defense area and the
Fourth Army. The five other jus-
tices concurred in the opinion
which said, in part:

“The Supreme Court of the
United States has held that under
the Constitution the Government
of the United States, prosecuting
a war, has the power to do all
that is necessary to successful
prosecution of that war, although -
exercise of these powers tempor-
arily infringe some of the i er-
ent rights and liberties of individ-
ual citizens which are recognized

%'nd ,guaranteed by the Constitu-
ion.” ok
Judge Wilbur's decision was

signed by four other judges. !
Judge Albert Lee Stephens wrote | *
a concurring opinion stating his
rea;ons at greater length,

N a separate opinion Judge
William Denman, who also wrote
a strongly worded minority
opinion in the Yasui and Hira-
bayashi test cases last February,
agreed that it could not be said -
that General DeWitt’s order had
exceeded “the area of discre-
tionary power legally to be ex-
ercised by him in litary Area
No. 1,” but devoted much at-
tention to hardships sustained
by Japanese Americans not only
through their being evacuated
from their former homes but
being kept in detention, and he
expressed the hope that the
evacuees might be compensated.
Ernest Besig, Northern Calif-
ornia head of the American Civil
Liberties Union which had entered
the case on behalf of Kore
said that the decision would be
appealed to the TUnited (States
Supreme Court.

Judge Wilbur pointed out in his
written opinion that the orders
against Japanese Americans in
two other cases but that the high
tribunal had not dealt with t
validity of the evacuation orders.
It held, however, Judge Wil-
bur stated, that under the Con-
stitution the . government in .
Prosecuting a war has the power
to do everything necessary even
if the powers it assumes tempor.
arily infringe on some guarante-
ed liberties of individuals, He

went on to say that this prinei- -
ple “so clearly sustains the. val-
idity of the proclamation \for

evacuation that it is not n
sary to labor the point.”

Judge Stephens, on the other
hand, did elaborate by asgerting
that “there is no sanction in our
governmental scheme for the
courts to assume an overall wis-
dom and superior virtue and take
unto themselves the power to vise
the acts of Congress and the Pres-
ident.upon war matters so long as
such acts are not in conflict with
the provisions of the Constitution
itgelf.”

.

San Diegans Sign
Petition Opposing

Return of Evacuees

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Petitions
bearing names of 4000 San Dieg-
ans protesting return of Ji ene
ns to the west coast were
sent to 'Rep. John M. Costello in

Washington this week.
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EDITORIALS:
“Jap Questionnaire”

The Los Angeles Times on Monday an-
nounced the results of its widely-publicized
“Jap Questionnaire” to poll reader attitudes
regarding the present and future treatment
of persons of Japanese ancestry in the United
States. The returns received by the Times to
the seven questions asked of its readers are
a rubber-stamp tribute to the newspaper’s
policy of misinformation and misdirection on
matters concerning persons of Japanese an-
cestry in the United States.

The Times, in its “Jap Questionnaire,” ask-
ed whether its readers favored a constitution-
al amendment for the deportation of “all Jap-
anese” and whether “all Japanese” should be
permanently excluded from the Pacific coast.
Of some 11,300 letters received on the de-
portation proposal, 10,598 favored such ac-
tion, a ratio of 14 to 1. Times readers were
10 to 1 for permanent exclusion of the evac-
uated group. On other questions, by similarly
lop-sided ratios, Times readers thought that
the WRA had not capably handled the “Japan-
tse problem,” favored Army control, disap-
proved of the release of loyal evacuees to
jobs elsewhere in the United States, and fav-

" ored “tradihg’” Japanese in the United States
for American war prisoners held in Japan.

The results of this sampling -of public at-
titudes will probably be used from now until
doomsday by the advocates of continued re-
strictions against persons of Japanese ances-
try, as an expression of the opinions of the
people of Southern California. It would be
well to remember, therefore, that the 11,000
votes cast in this poll represent less than ten
percent of the number of actual subscribers
of the Times, and that there are 3,000,000
persons in the area served by the Times. It
is also the case that in the case of such a
haphazard plebiscite as that represented by
ballot published in a newspaper, which read-
ers are invited to clip out and mail in, that
only those with strongly defined attitudes
are inclined to participate. A scientific samp-

ling of public opinion, such as the method
used by the Gallup poll, reflect a far more !

accurate picture of west coast opinion. In
fact, the Gallup poll did conduct such an in-
quiry on the west coast on the so-called “Jap-
anese problem.” The results of this Gallup
poll late in 1942 indicated that only a min-
ority of west coast residents opposed the
eventual return of the evacuees to their
homes.

Many of the outstanding civic, religious,
educational and business leaders of the west
coast are already on record, through their en-
dorsement of the Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play, as favoring a fair
and just policy regarding loyal Japanese
Amricans, It would be difficult to believe
that these outstanding coast leaders in pub-
lic life are in the minority of one to fourteen
as the Los Angeles Times poll would indicate.

Dillon S. Myer

A strong hint that Director Dillon Myer
will step out of the War Relocation Authority
“to appease West Coast congressmen” is made
this week in “Washington Calling,” a tip-off
column of the Scripps-Howard chain.

We hope this will not happen. We do not
believe it will,

- Mr, Myer inherited one of the most thank-
less tasks ever dealt out by the administration.
. When Milton S. Eisenhower left the director’s
post of the WRA, he did it only with the under-
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standing that Dillon Myer be given his po-
gition. Events since that time have shown
that Mr. Eisenhower’s successor was amply
supplied with the brains, “eifergy,” integrity
and heart required to fulfill the first prin-
ciples set down for the relocation authority.

Dillon Myer was given the task of accept-
ing an undemocratic idea—mass evacuation
and detention—and making it work in as dem-
ocratic a fashion as possible. He inherited,
along with that task, an abiding, deep-seated
opposition that would attack him at every
point.

Doubtless it was because Myer knew be-
forehand with what he had to contend that
he has made so excellent a fighter. He met and
survived the Dies inquisition. He met that
committee’s venemous and spiteful attack
and turned his defense into an attack upon
the un-American activities of that very un-
American committee.

He never backed down from the principles
that the war relocation centers were disper-
sal centers for the resettlement of the evac-
uees. He has speeded up the relocation pro-
gram of the WRA, He has repeatedly urged
the evacuees to resettle and rid themselves of
the confining air of the centers.

We know that Mr. Myer has too much in-
tegrity to be forced from his position merely
to appease the reactionary bloc that opposes
him. But it might easily be that he will be
persuaded that he can save the WRA program
by offering his resignation.

But appeasement has never been a succes-
sful policy. And Mpyer’s resignation would
amcunt to just that.

The congressemn who are demanding
Army control of the centers have repeatedly
stated they want a “realistic” director. What
they mean, of course, is that they want a dir-
ector whose thinking lies along the same lines
as theirs, who would immediately and effec-
tively suppress all the civil rights of the Jap-
anese Americans. They want a director who
would put an immediate stop to the WRA’s
present relocation program.

Dillon Myer’s resignation, forced or vol-
untary, would only result in further demands
from these congressmen. It would pave the
way toward acquisition of his post by an of-
ficial compatible with these men.

But Dillon Myer has been confronted often
in the past with threats. We believe he can
and will withstand the present pressure.

We believe it is to the best interests of
not alone the nisei, but of the country, that
he be retained and his present democratic
policy maintained.

Contradictions in Policy

Official policy regarding the utilization of
Japanese manpower in military and civilian
service in the nation’s war effort has been
most notable by its .contradictions.

Although the War Department is proud
of the combat record of the Japanese Ameri-
can battalion from Hawaii, and while a hard-
hitting combat team of volunteers is in train-
ing in the United States, Japanese Americans

i are not being drafted at present and are still
clagsified as 4-C in selective service. While

high military officials moot the question
whether or not the draft will be reinstituted
for men of Japanese ancestry, a large, but un-
disclosed, number of Japanese Americans are
today at battle stations on the Pacific front
from the Aleutians to New Guinea and be-
yond. A Japanese American soldier from Tex-
as who fought in the defense of Java is now
in a Japanese prison camp, while a nisei ser-
geant participated in the invasion of North
Africa.

The Army Air Forces will not accept
Japanese Americans for training, but there
is Sgt. Ben Kuroki of the Eighth Army Air
Force, a turret gunner who has won a Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross with an oak-leaf
cluster and an Air Medal with three clusters.
And there was the nisei sergeant with the Air
.Forces in the defense of Bataan, who is to-
day somewhere with MacArthur on the Paci-
fic front.

It is reported that the Navy Department
is hesitant about the recruiting of Japanese
American seamen for the merchant marine,
and the U. 8. Maritime Training School is
turning down Japanese American volunteers,
but several hundred Americans of Japanese
ancestry are today sailing in convoys from
Murmansk to Rio. Some of these seamen have
been torpedoed off Malta and attacked off
North Africa, but are going back to sea.

\»Saturday, December 11, 1943

MR. TOJO OF JAPAN

Lest the Dead Speak Out

By Taro Yashima

Nitel

by LARRY TAJIRI

The high point of the congres-
sional silly season was reached this
week with the now-celebrated

“battle of the bathtubs,” the ques-
tion vexing anti-administration
stalwarts apparently being wheth-
er evacuees of Japanese ancestry
took baths more often than farm
families in Ohio and Michigan,

The whole performance would
be ludicrous, were it not for the
fact that the affair savors of
journalistic chicanery of the sort
that has been heretofore charact-
eristic of the Hearst press in its
attempt to dynamite whatever is
left of the New Deal through one
of its relatively vulnerable off-
spring, the War Relocation Au-
thority. The relative vulnerability
of the WRA, it should be explained,
results not from any misdirection
of policy, but rather because it
has tried to do a good, decent,
democratic job with a problem
born of anti-democratic circum-
stances. In the instance of the
“battle of the bathtubs,” it was not
the Hearst press which was the
instigator, but the equally anti-
administration Washington Times-
Herald of the McCormick-Patter-
son chain.

The Times-Herald in a copy-
righted story built a mountain out
of the molehill of a few words in
a circular issued by a local office
of the WRA, the purpose of this
little lithographed paper being to
urge farm workers to leave the
barren security of the WRA camps
and to take jobs on midwestern
farms which sorely need manpow-
er. It may be that the writer of
the article in question may have
been a trifle overenthusiastic in his
appeal for farm workers to come
to midwestern farms, and he may.
have been a trifle self-conscious
about the sanitary facilities to be
found on some of the farms, but
there was no attempt at disparage-
ment, The title of the article,
“Qhio, Michigan Farmers Live
Long, Eat Well, Enjoy Life,” tells
the story.

There may have been a bit of
vicious intent involved in the Pat-
terson paper’s seizure of a few
words in a publication of a local
WRA office out of context and its
maneuvering to distort those
words into a national incident, It
became a national incident, at
least in the papers. Way off in
Los Angeles the Times carried it
as its lead story with a head,
“WRA Article Stirs Congess.” It
was no mere coincidence that a
score and more congressmen, farm
officials, a college dean and Louis
Bromfield, the farmer-writer, ap~
eared in print within the next 24
hours, all highly indignant over
this “New Deal” slight to the good
farm people of the middle west,
although it is to be doubted if
more than one of them had seen
the actual article in guestion, and
were basing their indignation on
the few sentences quoted in the

newspapers, or quoted them by re-
porters

USA.

Battle of the Bathtubs

Congressmen, on the whole, are
pretty nice people, although they
would be the last to deny that
there are some “illustrious dun-
derheads” among them, so it may
be that most of those who were
quoted this week were being un-
wittingly swept along on the Mec-
Cormick Patterson buggyride, and
were performing with oné eye on
the folks at home. Anyway, there
is no zeal greater than that ex-
hibited by congressmen rising in
defense of their constituents. As
far as the actual instigators were
concerned, it looks as if this “bat-
tle of the bathtubs” is nothing
more than another one of those
anti-administration plots, like the
issue about folk dancing in the
OCD, and tthe Dies Committee
storm over the rhythmie dancing
past of John Bovington which re-
sulted in an extremely valuable man
being eased out of the war effort.
Anyway, a ripe tomato was heaved
at the WRA by some people who -
figured that the WRA should be
tpiretty tired of ducking by this
ime.

No group was more astonished
by this “battle of the bathtubs”
than the evacuees themselves,® as
the debate waged long and furious
in the sacrosanct halls of Capitol
Hill on whether the evacuee farm
workers from (California washed
more times a week than other
farm people. This congressional
discourse on agrarian sanitation
was highlighted by a two-bits
worth from Rep. John Costello,
chief of the Dies subcommittee in-
vestigating Tule Lake, who added
that, anyway, these “Japs” mean-
ing the local or evacuee variety
of course, were the ones who used
to pack the big, red strawberries
at the top of the boxes and left
the bad ones at the bottom. Mr.
Costello expressed concern lest the
evacuees teach such dark and de-
viou: ways to farmers of -the mid-
wes

Of course, these Washington
shenanigans are not all in fun,
The “battle of the bathtubs,” in
all its ludicrousness, is a part of
the vilification program being
waged at the WRA, and through
the WRA at the President and his
administration. Every stray bit of
phony Hearst rumor seems to be
snatched up in Washington. The
anti-administration bloc from the
west coast has joined in a demand
for the liquidation of the WRA,
and it has been made known
through the columns of the Scripps-
Howard Newspaper Alliance, an-
other anti- administration : chain,
that these congressional Salomes
would be appeased-with the head
of Dillon Myer, director of the
WRA, whose direction of the re-
location program has been con-
sistent with government policy re-
garding Japanese Americans,

The anti-administration clique
in congress is working to imple-
ment the unfairness of evacua-
tion, which executed, however, in

(Continued on page b)
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Vagaries

Hearst Move . ...
_Efforts of the Hearst press to
get an outs Chinese gov-
:Irnment official to endorse tl;:
earst campaign against
of Japanese Americans IAK:?O re-
cently San Francisco. The
Chinese official, visiting San Fran-
cisco, was interviewed by Hearst
reporters who pressed him for .a
statement on the relocation of
Japanese Americans, the inter-
viewers suggesting strict control
of the group. The Chinese replied
to the effect that American dem-
ocracy would give these people
democratic treatment. . . . Similar
efforts by U. 8. race-baiters to
get the Chinese, who have suf-
fered most at the hands of Ja
anese fascism, to endorse reprisals
on all persons of Japanese ances-
try have failed. One prominent
Chinese, in fact, was emphatic in
his disapproval of the wholesale
evacuation of persons of Japan-
ese ancestry, but declined to be
quoted Xublicly, contending that it
was a meric.an ‘prgblem.

Employment . . . .

Although most of the evacuees
in the war relocation camps buy
goods through the mails from
Sears and Montgomery Ward,
these merchandising houses have
declined to employ Japanese Amer-
icans at their Denver stores, des-
pite the fact that many evacuees
hav answered their newspaper ads
for workers, . . . In Salt Lake
City, however, the local Sears
store now employs four Japanese

Americans.
L

Seamen . . ..

There has been considerable con-
fusion on the use of Japanese
Americans in the U, S. maritime
service, and the War Ship-
pinﬁ Administration is thus far
stalled on its effort to get Navy
Department approval of a plan
to utilize some 400 prospective
seamen of Japanese ancestry. Be-
cause of the Navy Department’s
inaction, Japanese Americans are
not being accepted at present at
U, 8. Maritime Servicing training

schools, although many have ap-|

plied. However, several hundred
Jag:nese American seamen are
today sailing in American convoys
and have been under attack in
various theatres of the Atlantic
war front. The majority of these
men were placed in service as a
result of efforts of the CIO’s Na-
tional Maritin:e gnign.

Arti’t e " 00 v’

Drawings by Mine Okubo ap-
pear in the current issue of For-
tune. Miss Okubo, whose sketches
of relocation scenes were publish-
ed in the San Francisco Chroni-
cle’s This World magazine receni-
ly, traveled in Europe before
Munich on a Harmon fellowship
from the University of California.
She is at pre‘sen‘t a.t Topasz. . . .

Nisei Draft . . ..

San Francjsco’s Hearst papers
now calls the entire Fillmore dis-
trict “Japtown,” although the ev-
acuated area is only a part of
the Fillmore section. . . ., Changes
in selective service status for Jap-
anese Americans are still under
consideration of high War Depart-
ment officials. An announcement
may be forthcoming, but not in
the immediate future. . . .
Detroit local of the world’s big-

est union, the CIO’s United Auto

orkers, has passed a resolution
urging use of loyal Japanese
a.rlner cans in Detroit war indus-
es.

Nisei US A

(Continued from page 4)

the name of military necessity,
with a basically anti-democratic
program which would mean the
denial of American rights to
American citizens, Dillon Myer,
and anyone else who believes in
the practice of democracy for even
th last favored citizens, must ex-
pect *to be anathematized for his
principles.

It may be symptomatic of a cer-
tain moral ptcy among con-
gressional tories that on the day
of the momentous Teheran declar-
ation, one of the great days of our
time, they were busy considering
whether “Japs” washed them-
selves more often than the tenant

3 farmers of the midwest.

PACIFIC CITIZEN

L. DeWitt evacuating from the
citizens of Japanes ancestry.

military curfew orders as applied
to all Americans of Japanese de-

scent.

The court did not however,
pass upon the constitutionality
of the continuing enforcement,
at the present time, of the exclu-
sion orders; nor upon the validi-
ty of detention.

All of the six judges participat-
ing in the decision were unani-
mous in ruling that the exclusion
orders as of the spring of 1942,
were not constitutional, The ma-
jority of the judges contented
themselves with brief comment by
Curtis D. Wilbur to the effect that
the Supreme Court decision ‘“so
clearly sustains the validity of the
proclamation for the evacuation
. . . that it is not necessary to

labor the point.”

In a remarkable and interest-
ing concurring opinion, Judge Wil-
liam Denman, disclosing profound
understanding of, and sympathy
for, the lot of American Japanese,
stated at length his reasons for
agreeing with the majority in up-
holding the military orders.

He began by explaining that,
“Korematsu is a fellow citizen,
who, because happening to have
a common ancestry with the people
under the dominion of the Japan-
ese Government, with which we are
at war after decades of peaceful
intercourse, was required to report
for imprisonment in a military as-
sembly stockade to await deporta~
tion for futher such imprison-
ment.”

Of the manner of the evacuation
and of its effects he said: “Along
with him are 70,000 American citi-
zens—men, women and children—
who, under similar orders, have
been torn from their homes, farms
and places of business to be im-
prisoned together in large groups,
first in barbed wire stockades call-
ed Assembly Centers, then, after
deportation, in distant places under
military guard. As Justice Murplgy
states in hig concurring opinion in
Hirabayashi v. United States, their
treatment is not unlike that of
Hitler in so confining the Jews in
his stockades.

“The order here under consider-
ation is the initial step in a unit
succession of orders, held by the
Supreme Court to be a “single
program” ultimately leading to
such a cruel consummation, The
court properly should take judicial
notice of the fact that the result is

A | that such forcible confinement of

American citizens made Poston the
third largest city in Arizona; Man-
zanar the second largest city in
(California east of the Sierras; and
a large town on the Southern Pa-
cific Railway and the National
Highway between San Francisco
and San Mateo of the assembly
stockade at Tanforan. I cannot
agree that taking judicial notice of
these facts, known to the world
is “lending aid and comfort to the
enemy,” and hence that Koremat-
su’s contentions be suppressed.”

Judge Denmon then protested
the evasion, by the majority of
the Circuit Court, of the issue
of “imprisonment and deporta-
tion.” Said he: “In this conspic-
jous appeal of such a member
of gne of America’s minority
groups, the opinion of this court
disposes of Korematsu’s major
contentions without their men-
tion, much less their considera-
tion, Outstanding is the avoid-
ance of the question of impris-
onment and deportation,

It is
buried in the euphémism “evac-

The Evacuation Test Case:

Coast Federal Appeals Court
Upholds Legality of Military
Order in Korematsu Case

By A. L. Wirin, Special Counsel, J.A.C.L.
On December 2nd, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals did
what was expected of it. It upheld, in the case of Fred Toyosaburo
Korematsu, the military exclusion orders issued by Lt. Gen. John

Pacific Coast, 70,000 American

The court accepted the broad language of the Supreme'Cqurt
of the United States in the Hiryabashi case, in. which war time
military power was upheld in a case involving the legality of

uation,” without suggestion of
its forced character or its ac-
complishment - by compulsory
confinement.”

He called attention to the post
war effects of American mistreat-
ment of a minority racial group,
noting: “Americans are to face a
peace table at which our prestige
and power will rest upon the be-
lief of a world questioning Cau-
casian sincerity, a world which
includes a billion Asiatics. There
no one will shut his eyes to the
Postons, Manzanars and Tanfor-
ans. One of the questions will be
what sort of judicial consideration
do minority groups of American
citizens receive from the court of
a claimed democracy.”

Judge Denman then proceeded
to summarize the facts of the case,
and to outline the deportation and
imprisonment orders, thus: “Fred
Korematsu, born in California of
Japanese parents, was educated in
California grammar schools, high
school and junior college, with
white children. He grew up under
the conditions of a Mongolian min-
ority in a Caucasian majority, with
its tragic contrast between the
primary and high school teachings
of freedom and equality, and, in
his later social and economic life,
the limitation and demtal of what
had been taught him by his white
instructors,” -

“There is no showing or sug-
gestion that what Korematsu
suffered from the contrast be-
tween the American teachings of
personal liberty and equality
and .their denial caused any dis-
loyalty. On the contrary, when
rejected by his Selective Ser-
vice Board, he spent $150.00 of
his own funds to learn a ship
mechanic’s trade and thereafter,
prior to Pearl Harbor, had been
employed in a defense industry,
“After that time he had made
an unsuccessful attempt to have
his features altered by Plastic
surgery, hoping thereby to escape
the discrimination against his min-
ority group of citizens. This at-
tempt is as pathetic as that of
another of our minority groups—
of those of one-sixteenth Negro
blood hoping to conceal the fact
that they have not “passed over”
into general Caucasian social in-
tercourse.” .
After citing the -test of the
evacuation order, Judge Denman
thus commented upon it, “The
order is not free of the mean
oppressiveness often found in
regimentation of minority groups.
After the Government had so
ordered the stripping of the citi-
zens of their belongings and their
imprisonment, they are informed
that their prospective warden
“will provide for the storage of
belongings at the sole risk of the
owner.”

At one point the Judge ex-
pressed the view that the “mili-
tary mass imprisonment and de-
portation of these citizens” con-
stitutes “gross cruelty.”

At another point in the deci-
sion, Judge Denman called atten-
tion to the following: “(1) The
political struggles in Japan of a
rising middle class for the crea-
tion of a form of democratic
government, finally frustrated by
assassination by a military group,
to whom had been entrusted the
education of a greater part of
the nation’s youth; (2) the fact
that even after the declaration of
martial law, over 75,000 Japanese,
both citizen and alien, are freely

livng their accustomed lives on
Oahu around Pearl Harbor and

l From the Frying Pan

By BILL HOSOEAWA

Chinese point of view.

of the Cairo statement, Ordinarily
conservative newspapers have lent
to the illusion with such headlines
as “Big Three Seal Japan’s
Doom.”

We should have learned from ex-
perignice by, now that there is a
vast) difference between outlining
an objective and realizing that
objective. Japan is stilll far from
military defeat, and this must
be accomplished by force of arms,
until Japan has no alternative but
unconditional  surrender, before
the stripping of ill-gotten empire
can begin.

Far too little stress, it seems,
has been placed on the fact that
high Allied military leaders par-
ticipated in what amounted to
a parallel conference to the poli-
tical deliberations, to plan the
actual strategy and movements

the Oahu military establishments;
and (3) the fact that, while now
the Chinese are amung the most
respected and liked of all our
minority groups of alien ancestry
for their commercial integrity and
sense of social responsibility, only
sixty years ago, in support of
the slogan “The Chinese Must
Go,” a blind passionate hatred
attributed to the Chinese, as a
people, the same essential in-
herited treacherous antagonism to
the Caucasian and the same cruel
ferocity of the solddiers of some
former Chinese ‘War Lords’ and
of the Tong ‘hatchet men,’ as that
with which other ignorant citi-
zens, often played upon by the
lower politicians, now character-
ize all the Japanese people.”

Despite the conclusions outlined
above, Judge Denman arrived at
the conclusion that as of the
spring of 1942, the time of grave
military danger to the Pacific
Coast from imminent attack, the
commanding general might prop-
erly evacuate the entire Japanese
population from the Coast. He
thus concluded, “Giving due weight
to Korematsu’s argument of the
extent of the subversion of his
private rights, constitutional and
other, and of the degrading con-
ditions imposed upon him @and like
citizens, it cannot besaid thatyeon-
sidering the martial necessity ar-
ising from the danger of espion-
age and sabotage, General De-
Witt’s orders exceed the area of
discretionary powers legally to be
exercised by him in Military Area
No. 1.

Before thus concluding, Judge
Denman expressed the hope that
Congress by appropriate legisla-
tion would afford some compensa-
tion to the victims of military or-
ders. He put it, “War always
causes some cruel treatment of the
innocent, the more so global war.
It is customary for the Supreme
and other federal courts to com-
ment, where claims of oppression
arising from Congressional legis-
lation are not regarded as making
the legslation invalid, that the
claimant should look to Congress
for his remedy. It is within that
practice to state that where, as a
war necessity, such wrongs are
deliberately committed upon its
citizens by 4 civilized nation, or-
dinary decent standards require
that compensation must be made
as in the case of our broken treat-
ies with another Mongoloid group,
the American Indians. One proper-
ly may hope that it will not be
delayed (because it involves the ad-
mission of the wrong) until it is
given to descendants many gener-
ations removed from ther wronged
ancestors.”

Liberals and friends of free-
dom and fair play throughout
America earnestly join with
Judge Denman in this faith in
the American method of Demo-

cratic fair play.

Cairo Talks Basis for Post-War Asia

Few have found reascn yet to question the practicality or the
wisdom behind the principles of the American, British and
Chinese agreement in Cairo to strip Japan of her empire as a
war objective. Certainly the conditions which might have been
laid down could have been far more drastic, especially from the

Yet it is obvious already that many circles in this country
are prepared to take the defeat of Japan for granted on the basis

to defeat Japan. That, for the
time, and perhaps for longer than
we realize as suggested ‘by the
Tarawa battle, is the important
thing.

The necessity of planning for
a peace has been proven, and it
would seem that the Cairo con-
ference merely set down certain
basic ideas, the practical details
of which must be thrashed out
in “'many other conferences.

Perhaps the greatest of the
details is the business of
strengthening China domestically
to prepare her for the gigantic
tasks ahead. Substantial credits
must be lent the Chinese,’ plus
technical and administrative skills
on a tutelage basis. The Chinese
must be taught to run their own
affairs, :
Despite loose talk about re-
storation of the Chinese republic,
experts know that Generalissimo
Chiang’s central government now
wields a greater degree of power
over the areas it controls than
it ever did before the war. The
latter day Chinese empire, trans-
formed into Dr. Sun Yat-sen's re-
public by revolution, was in a
good many instunces a loosely
knit confederation of autonomous
and semi-autonomous provinces
owing varying degrees of alleg-
iance to the central government.
The restoration of Manchuria
and Formosa to China cannot be
accomplished so simply as the
restoration of certain European
areas to a power. It is not so
simple as signing a treaty and
sending in a staff of government
experts to take over.

There -are mountainous tasks
ahead, and the Allies will not
have fulfilled their responsibili-
ties until they have helped 'China
to provide the efficient, enlight-
ened, and practical sort of leader-
ship so badly needed in the far
east. It might even be said that
China’s inability to take care of
herself, her failure to stand as
a stabilizing influence in the
Orient, had much to do with the
rival imperialisms that led even-
tually to this war,

There is also a great deal to be
done in reforming the colonial ad-
‘ministration of British, French
and Dutch territories to be restor-
ed. Some of these colonies need
economic reformation, others need
a going-over in their social as-
pects. All must be given an en-
tirely new outlook internally
whereby there will be incentive for
the native peoples to educate
themselves and aspire to self-gov-
ernment.,

These are steps which the vic.
torious Allies must take of their
own volition to implement the ser-
ious principles of democracy and
opportunity for the common man,
spoken so lightly in time of war.
The treatment of Japan also will
bear much study, If Japan stripped
of her empire is to avoid the .lls
that beset economically crippled
Germany after World War I, she
must be given the hope and op-
portunity to develop herself in the
ways of peaceful nations.

She must be given a. chance to
benefit from the first amendment
to the. four freedoms—freedom of
opportunity to trade, equality of
access to the world’s markets and
resources.

Security measures must be de-
signed so that never again will
Japan be able to wage war. Fur-
ther than that, a world system
must be devised so that there will
no longer be cause or necessity for
war. Then, of course, there is the
difficult problems of Japan’s post-
war government and the imperial
family.

These are the vistas that have
been opened by the Cairo confer-
ence. A start had to be made some-
where, and this has been a

start so long as everyone realizes
it is only a start, e
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Callingl

By JOE MASAOKA

Farmers Union

Recently James G. Patton, Na-
tional President of the Farmers
Union consented to become a spon.
sor of the National JACL. Patton
heads an organization remarkable
for its liberality of views toward
minorities. It is separate and dis-
tinct from what is generally
known as the Farm Bloe, such as
the Associated Farmers, proces-
sors, distributors, corporate farm-
ers. Rather, its membership in-
cludes only family-size dirt farm-
ers and preachers.

We were asked to participate
in a symposium on the “Dangers
Of Minority Discriminations” be-
fore the Rocky Mountain Farmers
Union Convention held in Denver
on Nov. 30, Dec. 1, 2 and 3. Par-
ticipants were Leon Steward, Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People; J.
Hdrold Saks, Anti-Defamation
League of B’nai B’rith; Dan Val-
dez, The Spanish Anglo War Acti-
vities Committee, and the Denver
Representatives of the JACL. Mrs.
Gladys Talbott Edwards, National
Farmers Union representative with
the War Manpower Commission
brought out the agriculturalists
viewpoint. Tht panel was under
the chairmanship of Mack Easton,
Colorado Committee on Public In-
formation and Colorado University
professor. ;

Here are some excerps from the
speech made by Harold Saks.

In 1917 and 18 we won the
war, but we lost the peace when
we refused to participate in the
society of nations. The present
war presents an even more com-

plicated situation. There is no
queston but that we will win
the war by crushing our enem-
ies on the battlefield. In all prob-
ability we will follow up thgt
military victory by joining in
with the other United Nations
in an international orgainzation
for collective security and inter-
national collaboration. However,
we can still lose by failing to
protect our economic structure
through inflation and we can
lose on the ideological front by
succumbing to the propaganda
of the enemy which seeks to
divide us into our various s;)-cal-
led minorty groups. . . . e
fail to meet problems invomg
our so-called minority groups at
home, there is no assurance that
we can work with the other na-
tions of the world which repre-
sent people of different color,
race and nationality. Unless we
meet the problem of minorities
directly and with justice and
equality we might as well pre-
pare now to fight World War IIL

We commonly think of our
minorities as being the Negroes,
the Spanish-American, Japanese,
Jews and a few others. That
isn’t always the case because
frequently the discriminations
can be felt by groups composed
along altogether different lines.
In Amerjca we have applied
scapegoat tactics against organ-
ized labor, Masons, and foreign-
ers. Farmers are a minority and
particularly family farmers have
felt the pinch of discrimination.
A scapegoat can be whoever
happens to be the most conven-
ient at the time.

The problem is particularly
pointed up in counection with
this war- because our enemies
have laid as much stress upon
propaganda as they have upon
military power. The only differ-
ence is that the propaganda war
started much earlier . . . Now
even though we have been at
war for two years we find the
propaganda-is sb well organized
and widespread that it reaches
into every section of America,
including our Rocky Mountain
area, It spreads like a disease,
and it is a disease which we
must combat in order to insure
a' healthy Ameriea. . . .

‘We do service te Japan and
Germany by hating the Japanese

Future of Nisei

amazing contradiction which marks
the wartime treatment of Amer-
icans of Japanese descent—the
fact that the evacuees in losing
a part of America are having
opened to them the whole of it;
that as the full force of the war
effort is beginning to be expended
against the Pacific enemy, circum-
stances should be auspicious for
the integration of Japanese Amer-
icans into the main stream of
American life. . . . Never before
has a ‘minority’ group as
distinct an opportunity to trumpet
down the walls of racial isola-
tion.”

So writes Larry Tajiri in “Fare-
well to Little Tokyo,” published
this week in Common Ground
magazine,

Though the government’s reset-
tlement program has been slow
in getting underway, 25,000 have
so far resettled, and many more
will relocate in the midwest and
the east as stories of successful
relocation go back to the camps,
the author says.

The nisei can make real head-
way toward assimilation if they
attempt honestly and ecreatively to
adjust themselves to existing com-
munity molds. But they will have
to become assimilated or become
virtual pariahs, says the author.
“To bring about assimilation, I
believe it is both a necessity and
an obligation for the evacuees to
align - themselves, wherever +they
go in their post-evacuation world,
with the progressive forces within
American society and with the
mass movement of all marginal
groups toward the full realization
of the American dream. They will
find support and encouragement
in the race relations committees
which are being set up in every
part of the country in recognition
of existing tension; in the social
action program of the churches,
in progressive trade unions, in
civil liberty groups and social wel-
fare bodies. And as they achieve
a greater degree of assimilation,
they will find their. social needs
are being met in the churches
they attend, the trade unions to
which they belong, the civic and
service organizations they join;
they will no longer feel the nec-
essity of forming social and recre-
ational organizations composed
whol!y of members of their own
race.” ]

The Color Wheel -

Evacuation, however, is a racial
problem, says the author. and can-
not be wholly solved on' an indi-
vidual plane, and its ultimate
solution will depend on correla-
tion with other problems of race
an race color and race in Amer-
ica.

The racial nature of evacuation
“developed a recognition among
many Japanese Americans that
they were inescapably relegated

America, that their problem was
basically one of color and is part
of the unfinished racial business
of democracy,” he writes.

and I do not have to remind you
of the extremely unfair propa-
ganda against American Japan-
ese which appeared in a Denver
paper a few months ago. Nor
do I have to remind you of the
loyalty of our American Japan-
ese as was clearly demeonstrated
in the Italian campaign. My
friend, Joe Masaoka, for in-
stance, has five brothers who
are serving in the armed
forces . . .

I could discuss the outerop-
pings of the Ku Klux Klan and
the Colorado Protestant Asso-
ciation. I could tell you of a min-
ister in Albuquerque who de-
wvotes all his time to attack upon
the Catholics. In this short pre-
sentation I merely want to point
out that the propaganda of the
enemy is with us in this area,
and will remain as an important
problem to be solved even after
peace finally comes, We must
meet it squarely and in the dem-
ocratic way to make sure that
it does mot jeopardize the mili-
tary victory which assuredly will
be ours or the peace which can
be won through the simple ap-
plication of truly 'demoeratic
principles.

“This is the great paradox, the|
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“Farewell to Little Toyko:”

Discussed

{lln Common Ground Article

Larry Tajiri points out that the
establishment of the Rohwer and
Jerome camps in Arkansas and
the establishment of the 442nd In-
fan' at Shelby, Mississippi
shook '|the traditional bi-racialism
of the’south.

The Southern-West Coast coali-
tion of congressmen is also noted
by the writer. >

“Thus, fact by fact and inci-
dent by incident, Japanese Ameri-
cans are coming to the realization
that theirs is only a part of the
nation’s race problems. . . . And
the basic problem is not that of
one. group, or .another; it is an
American. problem. Only the whole
American people can solve it. We
will all have to ‘learn to reach
out beyond our own racial or na-
tional or religious insularity to
make of America for each what
we want it to be for ourselves.

“As a Japanese 'American, I

our. group has far to go
along the road to the actual co-
ordination of our desire for in-
tegration with the mass hopes of
all ‘minorities.” But I believe we
are coming to the realization that
unless America’s whole basic ra-
cial attitudes are made consistent
with Constitutional guarantees,
our ‘acceptance as a group will
be only superficial. I know that
Nisei Americans are not alone—
even in the dimly-lighted barracks
of relocation camps in the lonely
spaces of western deserts, Other
Americans, black, yellow, brown
and tan live with them their
dreams of ethnic democracy, and
other Americans fight with them
in their battles for racal justcie.
I find strength in the knowledge.”

to a place on the color wheel of |

the

|copy desk |

Thanksgiving

“And suddenly on this Thanks-
giving, we were grateful for the
privilege of liberty, for the abil-
ity .and opportunity to settle
down among strangers and get
and hold a job, for the chance
once again to be self-reliant and
to be able to pay for the roof
over our heads and the fare on
our table,

“ , yes, are prosaic
things. ‘But they are also the
familiar things that have crys-
tallized into a pattern of living.
In the final analysis these are
the things that make the life
of government wards within a
center so barren and meaning-
less, so institutionalized.

“We had much for which to
be thankful. We realized poig-
nantly how much we had missed
during those months of con-
finement, and we knew that we
would never willingly exchange
our liberty for any amount of
security, real or imagined, to
be found on the inside,”—Bill
Hosokawa, in his column, “On
the OUT-side,” Heart Mountain

Sentinel.
* »

War Policy :

The WRA has handled the tick-
lish problem of detention of citi-
zens with no little success, Myer's
policy has consistently been care-
ful of the civil rights of citizens
—an exceedingly important mat-
ter under present circumstances.

In the last half year, evacuees
have -become a more emotionally
stable and harmonious group. The
primary factor for the improve-
ment is that .they have recovered
from the shock and disillusion of
evacuation and concentration in
centers. Another important factor
is that ‘Myer has set a policy in
the centers which has shown evac-
uees that America intends to be
democratic in the treatment and
solution of the knotty problems
which’ followed evacuation.—From
the G&lr-‘New.--Oglrzer.

Pearl Harbor Day
“In Savage, in Shelby and on

far {1

dedicated. themselves to the com-

plete erasure of that day that

g:‘cug the dark bl&t of deceit and
ery . upon nocent - people

who happened to be of the u?ne

ancestry as the enemy.

“As- we look upon that ;lay

uu:ig fronts, our boys have

“TIMELY TOPICS

By SABURO KIDO

Tirade Against
Evacuees Continues

The tirade against all persons
of Japanese ancestry continues in
California. The Tule Lake incident
had its innings in the press. Now
the attack has shifted towards
those who have been advocating
fair treatment for the evacuees.

The leaders of the Pacific Coast
Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play are the present tar-
get of vicious attacks. As we scan
the roster of the committee mem-
bers, it gives us the impression
that everyone will be able to take
care of himself. In fact it may be
a good thing if the legislative
committees .call in the Fair Play
Committee members and receive a
lesson or two in the true meaning
of American democracy and citi-
zenship rights. The assembly and
interim committees of the Cali-
fornia legislature reveal how
powerful, dangerous and damaging
politicians who work together with
ruthless newspapers can be.
When the issues are presented
without emotionalism, it is evident
that law and order must be up-
held. The propaganda that all per-
sons of Japanese ancestry should
be kept out of California forever
is sheer bunk and nonsense. The
Supreme Court of the United
States has ruled already that
American citizens have the right
to travel wherever they desire to
go within the country. The only
exception at the present time is
the restricted military area, which
means the Pacific Coast, for per-
sons of Japanese ancestry, Once
the military necessity ceases to
exist, the right to return should
be automatically restored to all
citizens of Japanese ancestry.

Urges Readlistic

View of Situation
Regardless of how rapidly the

American forces are able to chase

the Japanese forces back to their
homeland, the evacuees from the

of infamy, we can feel pride in
the way we have conducted our-
selves since. We can take deep
pride in our record of loyalty to
our country.

“With the Allied Nations strid-
ing toward ultimate victory, with
our group doing its part, however
smal?, the future of our hopes
xms ever brighter each passing

V.

“Remember Pearl Harbor and
strive harder than ever to make
it the symbol of a minority peo-
ple tried without precedent and
not found wanting.”—From the
Minidoka Irrigator,

Hearst Press
CALIFORNIA BRUIN

“We're getting sick of it,” says
the UCLA California Bruin in re-

Japanese Americans. “Most dra-
matic manipulation of facts in a
long time is the present campaign
being waged by the Herald-Ex-
press and the Examiner regarding
loyal and disloyal Japanese, . . .
The Hearst papers deliberately
confused the relocation of Japah-
ese from Manzanar recently with
the Tulelake exhibition and re-
ported stories entirely out of pro-
portion, obviously slanted toward a
total discrediting of the War Re-
location Authority, Facts were
flagrantly twisted to create an
alarming impression upon the
reader that hundreds of ‘treacher-
ous’ Japs were released and roam-
ing around the country loose, their
bare fangs showing. No mention of
the fact that a certain proportion
of loyal Japanese were released
periodically, after being thorough-
ly investigated and given jobs in
areas where people accept them
and  appreciate their»lo‘y:ﬂy ¥y
We wonder how long Hearst can
g0 on coloring the truth. Most of
us have assumed a constant at-
titude toward his scare campaigns,
we just don’t believe him. We don’t
accept his version until we have
checked the faects elsewhere. But
there is little doubt that many
readers are taken in. It is up to us
who know his tactics to shout
them, to warn our neighbors of his
undermining influence, and to re-

tain our rational outlook.”

|

gard to Hearst press treatment of | pj

acific Coast must-take a realistic

P
Lmvﬂé‘f the situation as far as

the question of retuming to their
homes are -eoncerned. 'All  our
friends report that the atmosphere
is tense and that public' reception
is most unfavorable. There 'are
spots here and there where the
communities seem to be willing to
welcome back the former resi-
dents. But on the whole, it is
going to be difficult to live in
California while the war is on.
Experiences of those” who were
permitted to return to California
for business purposes add up to
the same thing: that the attitude
of ‘the people has changed and is
definitely hostile today.

Even if the citizens should be
permitted to return in the near
future, is it advisable to do so?
The Middle West and the Atlantic
seaboard has shown their willing-
ness to accept Nisei if they do
not come in large numbers, There
are so many minority groups al-
ready that no one pays any at-
tention to a small group of stran-
gers, Furthermore, very few can
distinguish between a Chinese and
Japanese.

Post-War Problem
Must Be Considered

The post-war problem must bhe
considered. As soon as Germany
capitulates, all the power and
might of this country will be con-
centrated on the Pacific. This will
mean that the Pacific Coast will
be the center of activities, since
it will be the embarkation point
for troops and the port for ship-
ments of necessary materials,

Under the program now under
consideration, it appears that the
Middle West and the Atlantic sea-
board are going to be permitted
e produection.

ment at one time. If such a pro-
cedure is carried out, it will mean
that those in the Middle West and
the Atlantic seaboard will find less
trouble when war comes to an
end. The Pacific Coast will be
faced with the serious problem of
unemploymnt, dislocation and so
forth., This is something the peo-
ple in the relocation centers must
consider when they lay their plans
for the post-war period. Viewed
in thig light, it seems most urgent
that everyone who ecan go out
should be making plans to leave
by mext spring at the latest.
The feeling of hatred towards
persons of Japanese ancestry on
the Pacific Coast most likely will
increase in intensity. It ma¥ re-
quire many iears for the antag-
onism to subside. Judging from
the history of California as an
anti-evacuee state, it may take
longer than any of us expect.
Such being the case, it may be a
wise thing to consider the future
of the growing children and the
environment they will be living in
if they are taken back to Califor-
a.

Right to Return
Must Be Established

There is mo doubt in our mind
that the right to return to the
Pacific Coast must be esablished.
This seems to be the only way
to squelch all this agitation about
exclusion of citizens of Japanese
parentage from California for the
duration of the war or after. The
court may have to be the arbiter
of our rights. As far as can be
judged today, the suspension of
our civil rights was supposed to
be only temporary and a matter
of expediency in the fate of a
grave national emergency and im-
minent danger of invasion. All the
decisions stress the point that the
exclusion and curfew orders were,
constitutional as of the time -of
the violation and left the question
open if tested today.

In view of the success of our
armed forces during the past year,
the prospects of a favorable deci-
sion are bright. Possibilities of
nuisance attacks will always exist
but an invasion danger is practic-
ally nil. 8uch -bel;:g the case, the
time may have arrived for a new
set of test cages to have our
rights once more reviewed by the
United Staates Supreme
This' may be the only way to set-

tle the question of the right to
return.

I S
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' Ann Nisei's Column: .

Christmas Eve

Recapture Holiday Spirit

Two weeks from tomight it’ll be
Christmas. By that date, how
much of the Christmas spirit will

ou have recaptured for your fam-
ily and your children?

The world is going to celebrate
Christmas in a hundred ways this
year. Your brother may be spend-
ing it in a battle area. And if
yours is in a relocation center,
it can still be as fine and beautiful
a Christmas as any you ever
spent. .

Presents youw’ll have, of course,
But let there. be also some food.
some decorations, some private
merrymaking., Let there be a
party, too, come Christmas Eve,
for surely there’ll be dozens of
persons you know who would like
a party. If you know of any sold-
iers in camp, invite them and
their friends. Or if you know
some Bervicemen’s wives, make up
a party for them. If yours is a
large family, you may want to
confine your party to your fam-
ily and some close friends. But in
any case, let’s have a party.

For decorations, put up a wood-
en shelf about mantel-height and
decorate it as you would a fire-
place mantel. Put four tall white
candles on top, banked with green-
ery. You may have to resort to
imitation leaves, but in any case,
that touch of green is nice. And
the mantel is perfect for hang-
ing your stockings up, come
Christmas eve.

If you’re lucky enough to have
a tree, decorate it with popcorn,
silver paper stars, and big blue
balls. Have tiny, dime-store gifts
for your friends gaily wrapped
and hung on the tree. You can
make a tree, if you'd like, using
dead tree limbs as a base. Don’t
try too hard to get your make-
believe tree to look real. A bit
of fantasy or even surrealism is
better than something too realis-

 tie.

Leave the frills off your party
—the written invitations, the fan-
cy placecards, the candy in paper
cups. Yours is going to be a
party with lots of fun, spontane-
ous and hearty.

Your tablecloth will be strips
of wide crepe paper, réd and
white, laid down along your table.
You may want to use candles set
into saucers and banked with
greens, Your plates and silver will
all be paper, as will be your nap-
kins, And here’s an idea—we use
bright nailpolish to print names
on glasses. Try it for your party.
A wipe with polish remover takes
off the names. Make your napkins
out of red crepe paper, scalloping
the edges and writing your guests’
names in one corner. Or decorate
them with silver stars or Christ-
mas seals.

For food, provide cookies, cake
and coffee. If yours is foing to
be a late party, you might try
serving salad, sandwiches and a
hot drink. But in any case, keep
the menu as simple as you can.
The days when a party depended
upon generous quantities of fancy
food are gone, whether you're in
or outside the centers. But in case
you know your guests will hanker
for more food, you might consid-
er the following unrationed sug-

gestions: potato salad, assorted
sandwiches, coffee; green salad,
scrambled eggs, hot chocolate;

home made onion soup or pack-
aged noodle soup, egg sandwiches;
fish chowder, toast; jello salad,
sandwiches, soft drinks.

You'll want to have games, of
course, but we’ve found that a
arty run on a timetable and with
Fussy gameg isn’t nearly the fun
of an informal evening. We'd sug-
gest you provide some decks of
cards for the inveterate bridge
players, for they're happiest left
alone in groups of four with cards
and a bridge table. But for the
rest of your guests, have two
or three simple games left about
at random. The easiest things are
best—like Darts, Bingo, Rummy.
Have one table for Monopoly, per-
haps, or games of that sort.

ere’s always charades, which is
about the best party game ever
invented. Then there are games
like “Spin the Bottle,” and all
the other games which require ev-
erybody to get up and sing or
recite, They’re children’s games,
of course, but they're best for
adults, who need a good uninhibit-
ed evening_of rampant exhibition-
fsm every-:%nce in a whille,

\
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Part Id

Havg some silly prizes, not as

extra incentive, perhaps. but just
for fun,
. And if you can talk some man
into playing Santa Claus, get him
to do so by all means. He can
be the saddest of Santas, but
give him a white cotton beard and
a padded tummy, and people will
love him,

This is the sort of Christmas
party everybody likes. It’ll be fun
and it’ll be homey. And your
guests will love it.

[CALLING
All Chapters!

By Hito Okada

BUCK-A-MONTH-CLUB

Th following new members were
added this month - to the JACL
Buck-a-Month<Club, with dues
paid one year in advance; Fred
Y. Hirasuma Minoru Omata, and
Ty Saiki of Mankato, Minnesota;
and Corporal G. J. Inagaki. The
full club roster includes the above
and Miss Anonymous of Missouri,
Mr. A. D. Bonus, Seattle, Wash.;
Sam Nakano, Clayton, Missouri;
and Ltvjle K. Kurisaki, Salt Lake
City, Utah. These members re-
ceive bulletins, pamphlets, and re-
prints that are available at Na-
tjona] Headquarters from time to
ime.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Christmas is in the air, and we
received $122.00 in contributions
this week, headed by a $75.00 con-
tribution from the members of the
San Benito County Chapter, and
the letter accompanying the re-
mittance was reassuring to those
who are plugging away at Nation-
al Headquarters, Quoting in part
the letter: “We, the former mem-
bers of San Benito County Japan-
ese American Citizens League,
feel that during our evacuation
period, we were indeed fortunate
to be helped by our National
Hadquarters. In appreciation for
those trying days, we hereby do-
Note oy 5o (gtfuer contributors
whom we thank also are Anony-
mous, Chicago; Joy Ushio, Alli-
ance, Neb,; A, D, Eonus, Seattle,
Wash.; Mr. and Mrs. William S.
Hoshiyama, Chicago, Illinois; Jiro
Omata, Minneapolis, Minnesota;
Minoru Omata and Ty Saiki, Man-
kato, Minnesota; Wilson T. Ishida,
Marion, Ohio.

ALOHA U. S. 0.

“We wish to thank the Davis
County Chapter for the $10.00/
that they remitted for the Nisei
USO at Hattiesburg, Mississippis
The money has been sen along to
Myr. Melvin Harter, director, along
with a contribution of $1.00 from
Mr, Albert D. Bonus, Seattle,
Wash, /

HEADQUARTER CHRISTMAS
Christmas is coming to Head-

morning from Mr., Albert D.
Bonus, a pound jar of pipe toba
co and two bags of

Mix (it's candy). Thamks very
much, Mr. Bonus, and the new
girls in the office, Grace Yoshida,
Thelma Takeda, and Alice Kore-
naga like the surprise very much.
The three males in the office are
pipe smokers, so the tobacco was
a relief, as mooching will be off
for the time being.

CREDIT UNION

The Board of Directors met Dee,
4 and passed upon the applica-
tions of new members, The mem-
bership now totals 68, and the
directors proposed an extensive
membership campaign for the next
two months in order to bring the
message of systematic savings
and credit establishment to every
member of the JACL, The matter
of joint accounts was discussed
and it was proposed that the mat-
ter be brought up for a decision
at a meeting to be held in Jan-
uary by the Board of Directors,
Credit Committee, and the Super-
visory Committee. The treasurer
was authorized to find a suitable
depository in a savings bank for
excess funds and report to the
Board “of Directors at the next
meeting. Hito, Okada and Kay
Terashima were named to re-
sent the Credit Union in the Utah

quarters, also, as we received this|24
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Vital Statistics

_ BIRTHS

To Mrs. and Mrs. Kazuo Furu-.
sawa (20-4-C, Jerome) a girl on
Nov. 13

To Mr and Mrs. Hideyoshi Tsu-
tsui (40-4-E; Topaz) a boy on
Nov. 14.

To Mr. and Mrs. Shigeharu Ta-
kahaghi (27-1-F, Topaz) a boy on
Nov. 14.

To Mr. and Mrs. Toshiaki C.
Ohta (35-56-E, Jerome) a girl on
Nov. 15.

To Mr. and Mrs. Masanobu
Iwaihara : (28-7-F, Topaz) a boy
on Nov. 15.

To Mr. and Mrs. Nobuo Niit-
suma a girl on Nov. 16 at Topaz.

To Mr. and Mrs. Teruo Take-
moto (8-1-C, Poston) a boy on
Nov. 18.

To Mr. and Mrs. Isamu Masu-
mote (327-4-B, Poston) a boy on
Nov. 18,

To Mr, and Mrs. Tamotsu Kiku-
gawa  (39-8-C, Topaz) a boy on
Nov. 18.

To Mrs, Sanami Yukawa (25-
3-1, Manzanar) a girl on Nov. 18.

To Mr. and Mrs. Dick M. Sas-
aki (46-10-F, Jerome) a girl on
Nov. 18.

To Mr. and Mrs. Sadao Oda
(827-5-A, Poston) a boy on Nov.
19.

To Mr. and Mrs: Masao Yano
(13-4-A, Poston) a girl on Nov.
20.

To Mr. and Mrs. Masaharu Ko-
zaki (28-18-C, Gila River) a boy
on Nov. 20. ;

To Mr. and Mrs. Osamu Mina-
mide (4-18-B, Gila Fivor) a boy
on Nov. 20.

To Mr. and Mrs. K. Seino a
boy on Nov. 21 in Denver; Colo-
rado, '

To Mr., and Mrs. Kazuo Susu-
kawa (45-5-C, Gila River) a boy
on Nov. 22.

To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Oka-
moto (12-5-A, Poston) a boy on
Nov. 22. “4

To Mr. and Mrs. Miyako Hama-
moto (14-7-4, Manzanar) a boy on
Nov, 22,

To Mr. and Mrs, Harris Ozawa
(60-3-E, Gila River) a boy on
Nov. 23.

To Mr. and Mrs. Frank Naka-
shima (29-7-E, Rohwer) a boy on
Nov, 25.

To Mr. and Mrs. Taichi Fuji-
moto (15-18-F, Heart Mountain) a
girl on Nov. 27.

To Mr. and Mrs. John Naga-
mura (21-1-B, Gila River) a girl
on Nov. 27.

To Mr. and Mrs, Tokutaro Mor-
iwaki (48-12-C, Gila River) a boy
on Nov. 27.

To Mr. and Mrs, Yoshio Kubota
(22-11-D, Gila River) a boy on
Nov. 27.

To Mr. and Mrs. Shigemi Fra-
tani (86-1-A, Gila River) a boy on
Nov. 217.

To Mr. and Mrs. Tsugio Fuji-
Qoto (17-6-C, Rohwer) a boy on

ov.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kazumasa
Nanto (30-9-B, Jerome) a boy on
Nov. 28. .

To Mr. and Mrs. Takahiro Hat-
tori (22-22-A, Heart Mountain) a
girl on, Deo. 1.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kiyoshi: Asai
(9E-2A  Granada) a girl on Nov.

To Mr. and Mrs, Kazuto Tokuno
é}lH-:tD, Granada) a boy on Nov.

To Mr. and Mrs. Haruto Mori-
moto (9E-56B, Granada) a girl on
Nov. 27,

MARRIAGES

Fumiko Jeanne Mayeda to Yu-
taka Yamameoto on Nov. 11 at
Poston.

Betty Yoshino to Ted Yokoya-
ma on Nov, 17 at Gila River,

Tsuruo Tanouye to Kusuhei
Yamamoto on Nov. 18 at Gila
Rlvor.

Lydia Kanji to Frank Sakurai
on Nov. 21 in New York City.

y Miura. to Mark Mura-
kami on Nov. 21.

Barbara Tomita to Tadashi Ku-
magai on Nov, 27 at Minidoka.

. Yemiko Miyamoto to Ray Okuda
on Nowv. 27 at Minidoka.

Naoko Kajioka to George Kawa-
mura on Nov. 27 at Granada.

Lilly Takeshita to Fujio Esaki

NOTICE: .
To make ceriain that

{ou or any member of your
amily is recorded in the Pa-
.cifie Citizen, drop ws a card
giving all necessary: details.

State Credit Union League,

vital statisties item regarding ]
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U. of Washington Professors,
StudentsRap Kent City Action

SEATTLE—In a letter protest-
ing recent action regarding Amer-
ican citizens of Japanese descent—
particularly the statements of
Kent city officials that they want
no persons of Japanese ancestry
in the area after the war—seven-
ty signers, mostly professors and
students at the niversity of
Washington, Monday contended
publicizing of such attitudes play-
ed directly into the hands of
enemies,

“They will help prolong the

propaganda in the Far. East that
Americans are fighting to enforce
white supremacy everywhere,” the
letter stated.

“To inform the hundreds of
Americans citizens of Japanese
descent from Washington who
have entered our armed forces
that there is no place for them
in the community they are defend-
ing offers more suppert to the
racialism of Hitler than renders
service to the cause of America
and the United Nations,” the

war by giving color to Japanese

statement continued.

Resolution Urging Exchange
WithdrawnbyCaliforniaGroup

Gov. Warren Declares
Move May Embarrass
Federal Government

SACRAMENTO — A resolution,
placing the California War Coun-
cil on record as urging the ex-
change- of segregees at the Tule
Lake'camp for Americans interned
in Japan, was withdrawn last week
following an objection by Gover-
nor Warren,

The California executive made
his objection on the ground that
because international, regulations
governing the exchange of prison-
ers, the resolution might embar-
rass -the federal government.

Gov. Warren, who has been a
proponent of increased restrictions
on Japanese Americans, declared:

“I personally would be willing
to give half a dozen of these Jap-
anese back to them for one good
American, but it is hardly our
provinee to go into a field in which

on Nov. 28 at Gila River.
Miya Honda to John Yasukochi
on Dec. 4 in Salt Lake City.

DEATHS

Mrs. Koshika Miyazaki, 54, (12-
13-1, Manzanar) on Nov. 28.

George Doi, 58, (7-6-A, Topaz)
on Nov. 28. :

Sumiko Ozawa, 4 days old, (15-
%g—l", Heart Mountain) on Nov.

Tsurumatsu Hamatani, 72, (21-
1-E, Heart Mountain) on Nov. 27.

N'aosuke Yoshimura of 74-5-D,
Gila River.

Perry Sasaki, 54,
Sweetmine, Utah.

ohei Oda, 38, (6F-1B, Gran-
ada) on Nov. 26.
. Yosuke Masuda, 74, (10H-9A,
Granada) on Nov. 28.

Dec. 6 at

we have little background and no
jurisdiction.”

e resolution had been spon-
sored by Assemblyman Don Al-
len and Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz
of Los Angeles county. Sheriff
Biscailuz told the California War
Council that the “Japanese prob-
lem” is a “menace wgich becomes
more and more obvious as we go
along.”

State Senator Irwin T. Quinn
of Eureka, a member of the in-
terim committee investigating the
“Japanese problem,” told the War
Council that there must be a
“complete overhauling” of the
Tule Lake internment camp.

Cleveland Evacuees
Invited to Share in
Library Services

CLEVELAND, Ohio—Evacuees
resettling in Cleveland have been
invited to share all the facilities
and services of the Cleveland Pub-
lic Library, according to word re-
ceived here from Harold Fistere,
Relocation Supervisor for the
Cleveland area,

Through the joint efforts of the
Cleveland Rilocation Office and
Baptist Home Mission Society,.all
persons of Japanese ancestry liv-
ing in the Cleveland district were
given cards of introduction, wel-
coming them to Cleveland, and in-
viting them to visit any branch of
the Cleveland Public Library and
apply for membership.

Among the activities thus made
available to relocated evacuees who
become library members are book
review meetings, lectures, film for-
ums, as well as the use of special
reading rooms for children and
adults.

UNDECIDED?

Your Answer to the

Christmas Problem

The Pacific Citizen |

What could be more appropriate as a gift to your

friends back home than a

Citizen, carrying your
EVERY week ?

subscription to the Pacific
remembrances to them

-

A beautiful Christmas Card will be sent, notifying

the receiver of the Gift
of the donor.

Inclosed you wil! find $

Subscription in the name

.......... , @ $2.50 per each one

vear _subscription to the Pacific Citizen, for which send the @
Pacific Citizen to the following. persons:

1. Name
2, Name



I 4

Dillon Myer Expresses WRA ' ™
Hope of Relocating 70,000
Eligible Evacuees in 1944

Relocation Director Singles Out Hearst Papers
For Inflammatory Articles on Japanese Americans
Story of ‘Tule Lake Affair Told in New York City

NEW YORK—The War Relocation Authority’s hope of re-
locating 70,000 loyal evacuees of Japanese ancestry in normal
communities outside the west coast evacuated area was told here
on Dec. 3 by Dillon S. Myer, director of the War Relocation

Authority.

In his press conference Myer discredited lurid stories in the
Hearst newspapers regarding the recent “disturbances” at the
“T'ule Lake segregation center. Singling outi the Hearst press for

its inflammatory stories about
Japanese Americans in detention,
Myer pointed out that such stories
were used by the Japanese govern-
ment in dealing with the State De-
partment for the release of Amer-
icans in Japanese internment
camps and may have an effect on
the treatment of these interned
Americans,

Myer’s report on Tule Lake,
newspaper PM reported, also in-
ferentially rebutted Dies Commit-
tee claims of continual trouble at
the segregation center, “incidents
which the Committee has been at-
tempting to turn into another
weapon against the New Deal.’

Myer revealed at the press con-
ference that only about 300 of the
thousands of segregees in Tule
Lake participated in the so-called
“riots.” The WRA director des-
cribed this small but influentiar
group as “1940 Kibeis.” He ex-
plained this term as covering
American-born but Japanese-ed-
ucated young men returned to the
United States in the late ’30’s and
up to 1940. He said the first “dis-
turbance” at Tule Lake occured on
Nov. 1 when he was inspectirg
the camp with other officials.
Myer said that this “Kibei” group
spread word through the camp
that he was to make an address
in the admisistration building. Ac-
tually there were _no such plans.
When Myer returned from inspec-
tion, he told the press conference,
he found “3500 to 4000” around
the administration building. A
committee of 17 presented de-
mands which included the dismis-
sal of the project director. While
this was  being discussed, word
was received that Dr. Reece M.
Pedicord, chief medical officer, had
been assaulted.

Myer denied newspaper accounts
that he and other members of the
WRA administrative staff were

Christmas Gifts
*
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held prisoners in the administra-
tion building.

“The situation was tensec for a
time, but I was not a prisoner,”
he said.

He said that after he and two
members of the crowd spoke, the
gathering dispersed peacefully.

Myer emphasized in New York
that the purpose of the War Re-
location- Authority’s program was
not to detain loyal Japanese Amer-
icans in camps, but was to relo-
cate them in civilian pursuits, He
noted that 25,000 persons have al-
ready left the relocation camps
on seasonal or permanent leaves,
and that they are now being re-
leased at the rate approximating
2000, a month.

Although noting that the WRA
hoped to relocate the 65,000 to 70,-
000 loyal evacuees still in the
camps, he added:

“However, that is only a hope,
I doubt whether we will be able
to persuade all of them to leave.
Our big job is to persuade the
families that they can live outside
in safety.” b

He noted that he had been
“amazed and surprised” that the
problem of community acceptance
of the Japanese Americans had
been one of the agency’s “easiest
problems.”

Myer asserted that Japanese
Americans in nine of the ten re-
location camps were not consider-
ed dangerous, and that these nine
camps were not internment cen-
ters.

“The public does not seem to
realize that the recent Tult Lake
incident occurred as the result of
the very fact that in this one cen-
ter the pro-Japanese = evacuees
were concentrated together.”

He noted that between 600 and
700 evacuees had now been re-
located in the New York area.

Two Nisei Nurses
Enter Cadet Corps
From Nyssa Camp

NYSSA, Ore.—Two U. 8. cadet
nurses, Frances Kumaza and Jane
Kikuchi, both from the Nyssa
Farm Labor Camp, have been in
training with the U. S. Nurses
Cadet Corps at the college of
Eastern Oregon at La Grande,
Oregon, since October, according
to Resident Missionary Azalia E.
Peet of the Adrian Form Labor
Camp.

Since the organization of the
camp in May, 1942, twenty-nine
students have gone out from it
into nine colleges in seven states.
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WRA Director D8libts
Article in Pamphlet
Caused Any Trouble . -

WASHINGTON — Dillon 8.
Myer, director of the War Reloca-
tion Authority, conceded Monday
that a WRA mewsletter urging re-
location in the midwest area was
“somewhat indiscreet” when it ap-
pealed to evacuees of Japanese
ancestry to teach midwestern
farmers sanitation and efficiency,
but doubted it had caused any
serious trouble, the United Press

reported.

(The article in question, pub-
lished-in-the first edition of “Mid-
west Frontiers,” issued by the
Cleveland WRA office to aid relo-
cation was titled “Ohio, Michigan
Farmers Live Long, Eat Well, En-
joy Life.” The author is Everett
L. Dakan, Columbus relocation of-
ficer.)

Testifying before a Dies sub-
committee, Myer was questioned
about the article which the United
Press said had “loosed a storm of
congressional and midwest farm
protest.”

The U. P. said that Myer, in
partial defense of the publication
had said that a shortage of sani-
tary facilities was a major prob-
lem in getting Japanese Ameri-
cans to come to midwestern farms
to ease the manpower deficiency.

“The evacuees are daily bathers,
and insist on a bath every day,
although it may not be the type
of bath to which you and I are
accustomed,” Myer said, “One
problem in bringing them to the
middle west is—believe it or not
—that there are no bathing facil-
ities in some places.”

Myer told the Dies group that
Everett L, Dakan, author of the
article and an authority on agri-
cultural subjects, was trying' to
impress the evacuees with the
WRA program in Ohio.

‘Such publications usually are
reviewed by my office before be-
ing sent out, gut for some rea-
son this one went out without
having been checked,” he said. “I
would not have allowed this ar-
ticle to appear with a few of the

ever, that this is as serious as
has been brought out here.” -

Since the article was brought
to his attention. he said, the 5000
copies of the WRA publication,
‘Midwest Frontiers,” in which the
article appears, have been recov-
ered and destroyed, Myer.noted.

"~ Th article in question was made
a congressional issue through a
copyrighted story in the Washing-
ton Times-Herald, a newspaper of
the McCormick-Patterson group.
The newspaper interviewed mid-
west congressmen on the story
and quoted Sen, Homer Ferguson,
R., Mich.,, who demanded to know
what the WRA had in mind by
“spreading such propaganda.” Sim-
ilar comments were made by Reps.
John Dingel, D., Mich., and Fran-
ces Bolton, R., Ohio.

Senator Robert A. Taft, R..
Ohio, declared:

“It must be a revelation to the
Middle West farmer to discover
that he is neither clean, sanitary,
.careful nor painstaking and must
now take lessons from the Japan-
ese. What American farmers need
is not Japanese advice but a new

Department of Agriculture in
Washington.”
Announcement

HENRY Y. KASAL, agent for
the NEW YORK LIFE INSUR-
ANCE COMPANY in Salt Lake
City for 28 years, announces
that he has resumed his busi-
ness of underwriting life and
endowment policies of all forms,
especially among the Nisei. His
office is located at 325 Walker
Bank Building., Telephones: Of-
fice, 5-2841; Home, 3-6675.

sentences in it. I don’t think, how*|
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No Disparagement
Of Midwest Farmers
Intended, Says Dakan

COLUMBUS—Prof. Everett L.
Dakan, WRA relocation officer on
leave from the agricultural de-
partment of Ohio State Univer-
sity, told the United Press on
Dec. 5 he had not intended to dis-
parage midwestern farmers in an
article written for “Midwest Fron-
tiers,” and published by the Cleve-
land area WRA office,

He said his article was intended
to attract Japanese American farm
workers to labor shortage areas
in the midwest.

“In saying ‘some few tenant and
seasonal workers do not take
baths’ I was merely trying to pre-
sent both sides of the picture,”
Dakan said.

“My article said a great many
favorable things about midwestern
farmers, but our farm leaders will
confirm that many of our farm
tenant houses do not have ade-
quate sanitation facilities. . . . It
is a known fact that Japanese are

ities are lacking. In spite of this we
are trying to attract them here to
reduce a labor shortage.”

Vicious Distortion
Charged by Editor
Of WRA Publication

CLEVELAND — Harry Weiss,
reports officer in charge of the
WRA publication, “Midwest Fron-
tiers,” labeled the attacks on an
article discussing farm conditions
in Michigan and Ohio as “vicious
distortion.” -

“All 1 can say,” Weiss told the
United Press when informed of at-
tacks by congressmen and farm
leaders on the article, “I feel the
issue is being built around a
couple of paragraphs that out of

Joe Masaoka
Speaks Before

Farmers Union

JACL Official Talks
At National Convention
Of Farm Organization

DENVER, - (Colo.—Racial dis- "
criminations against Japanese °
American reacts upon all other
persons in the country, Joe Mas-
aoka, Denver representative of the
JACL, told a meeting of the Farm-
ers Union' in Denver recently.

“Discrimination imperils two of
the most important thoughts in
your mind and mine,” he said.
“Diserimination prolongs the win-
ning of this war. Discrimination
destroys this country’s democracy.”

Masaoka spoke of special work
in which the nisei .were engaged
today to aid the war effort, and
declared that discrimination
against such nisei or those engag-
ed in farming distinetly harmed
the war production of the country.

If disecrimination is allowed to
strangle the Japanese American
group to death, he said, it will then

reluctant to work when such facil-

look around for another vietim.

“The basic principle to remem-
ber is this,” he said. “Discrimina-~
tion which eXists today is not a
Japanese, a Negro or a Jewish
problem; but an American prob-
lem.”

Participate in
Delta Program

TOPAZ, Utah—Tech, Sgt. Yos-
hio Hotta, recently returned from
the Aleutians campaign, was given
a tremendous ovation by the stu-
dent body of fﬁoé Delta high school
in a convocation program held
Nov. 23.

context lay themselves open to
wide distortion and which can
hardly be mistaken for amything

as vicious as it has been made.”
L
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