JAPANESE IN TEST CASE

HINKLE REFUSES INCORPORA-
TION ARTICLES.

Natives of Nippon Who Claim
Citizenship May Carry Sunit to
U. S. Supreme Courl.
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The Seattle Times,
905-6 Colorado Building.

OLYMPIA, Saturday, May 7.—Re-
fusal of JJ. Grant Hinkle, sceretary of
state, to accept for filing articles of
incorporation of the Japanese Real
Estate Holding Company of Seattle,
will, it is believed, cause a suit in the
United. States courts to test the fed-
eral restrictions barring Japanecse
from naturalization. .

Otlicers of the company. who ten-
dered the filing, are Takuji Yamashita
and Charles F{io Kono. who claim to
be  naturalized  American  citizens,
although born in Japun. Corwin S.
Shank, Seattle attorney, represe
ing the Japanese company in what is
understood here to be an intention
to apply shortly tn the Stute Supreme
Court for a writ of mandamus com-
pelling the secretary of slate to ac-
cept the filing. Under a previous de-
cision of the State Supreme Court it}
i pected that the mandamus ap-
tion will be refused and appeal
can then be taken to the United
States Supreme court on a writ of
error involving the constitutional
right of citizenship. The incorpora-
tion filing is refused by the cretary
of state on the ground that its incor-
porators are not Americin citizens.

Roth the Japanese applicants repre-
sented in thix case werr passed as
naturalized American citizens by the
Pierce  County court years age.
Yamashita was a student at the State
University Law School, but he was
refused nppliciation for admission to
the bar by tho clerk of the Supreme
Court on the ground that he was not
a citizen. . In’a previeus ruling the
Htate Supreme Conrt had held that
Japianese born in Japan could not be
naturalized in this country under fed-
eral stututes. The case went no further
at that time, but the Plerce County
naturali.ation of an cavlier day is
now invoked in a prospective test
case hefore the nation’s highest court.
Under the law a Japanese born in the
United Slates  acquires  citizenship
rights, but not otherwise.

Tt i3 nnderstood that all the ques-
tions now at issue- in Japanese ex-
clusion by this state will be coordi-
nated so far as practacable and pre-
sented to the Supreme Court for final
ruling as a judicial basis for interna-
tional immigration negotiations now
ander way- - v - - o -




