Death Ualleg-—-its

Impounded Americans

Ay iy
5 i
2 s .'.
o H
- h " x\q\_\ e ""\:.'.-
- L, '
Sy ,\_ " 4
", .
) . -,
i L,
. 5 , ,

SR _

3 RSl Sy

i

& R o, s : it s s
. N 'h_. g __1,‘1__.:? ’ _-KRE.F- B . A L % “"“- .?1. H’*‘ % .'-., R s o g
- i oS e sy . -" - I 5 by .
5, o :_“-" et h s l". B gy s -": o }.-\ i"ﬁ" -\-\. » 5 o |- ) x‘ - “*"’ '.:" :

L \ 1‘&
S A e R R A o~ . L SN
. g, 1 o :"'H.'“-'n.'- LS .h H\"'\-\." B N, |\'l. H -\. I- ._ -.'-\.I ) 1“‘*:'\. s o, ; %‘ I:"‘-‘"l‘:‘:-.{) '\"_-_L-%-:':}:.:h i ‘x = H-"'%'
b M 5 8 ey |"|'H.‘l.\.\.. \\_I--\, |\.-\.,__ :,-.‘ e R \m'ﬁ?"'.ﬂx o 4 S s " " . =35
. -.-;g-.x‘h %ﬁ“*ﬂi.: o *"*"«}-':F*r- *’r}*“"“%rmm ﬂih s
'\-\.\_-.\,"':Q_: vy H‘i}% k‘" b, o L 5 ""'u '\-\.“'_ b : E ”"‘l'

. o, R R m
“wﬁ'h\w ‘1 L"“«H-uﬂ‘:q- N “&wm o, ST N

. 1?- 1'\."-'

Son, : i oy !
s "
:

: iy : 1 o o e N .t.,;:'.::{-i'b N S H : e 53 . RN R ﬂxmw “x“h .:- ) %x N ._.-. " " o8
oy s -, ", . 5 ey , up 0, ; B "-\I- 5 ] &&\M ﬂw‘“\.t X .H‘:\.\. -f:”"\-"'h:-\.' -ﬂ. .\,I "".:\.\.\. : ; _ e :
" iy \ L o 5 ..&- xx__;._, A TR R '_“‘*-..,‘ k“t& "\ o, ..'_‘ ey I __ 3 L "'-.\'Q'-\. &.;ﬁ " \""'\_ 5
b, e " . . I e \'l o .1.. X AR " b '\. "Q\.-\. 5 o L .\w, L LY ‘_..“‘. : "ﬁ'" .. '\1"\,_“ \\ -‘i- K'\C\x b \"'. \"‘-\.- \"‘-‘H\hl.%\%:\l,\
A R Sy ¥ :\-x X 'Q: "'\-\. . . L ""h.‘

. - . ¥ _ {\ o o Sl ; "-\."'h\:\_ H“\-\. x:\“"h.- = "m "“{x.\. h"“\ HH\"‘M\H“' el et x"'\'
s "ﬂﬂ'-bm I x-.,n.-“-.“\;r A ; . i, e “:.x‘u::“ S N

"‘Q"'»C
SN ‘ . , i, e, e, g T B O N ,1.3-%, h"'\-\.,_.\_ I"""":\"\.\\. ..l-," A b R
I . s _ _

'MH‘"-\."""""'" "-;\- i e ., i _-\._ '-\.
g . n o . Bkl 3

% . L o _ \. i . r ; . 5 5 1
% " » -“_H.. "'h\ ..'b.‘-\.._ "‘-.::h "'ﬁ. HH.""\...I 3 s ik N . ) w3 : L % ; :
3 5 L -\.'H.. \.\_"'b_‘l- "N.W _ ,‘.“ "H..\_ o gk . _ . f s St . , . % : g 2

.H' woa " - N
o, - w'-“'-.'-x"'- .-K 1{';'._} R o 3 N M L e T . s ’ ol T A e : . e
‘T\t&‘ -'-H"\ h“‘-\. » \}E".\ 2 \ﬁ"' “‘\."q '1-' H,_ "\-"'ll-""-\.\'.x o ey % 20 = b i - iy A A o R ",

My
N, SR AR
: X

&

N, N b R _x.,;, ke L ~ ; : it ; o
.'\-\.-\. .:\-.Q-\ o o X Hﬁh. '\-\._-'\-"' . % ""“'\-%':;:.h A, ""\-Q.-'L'h"q.,:- ': .1:::&& : ""‘\- s 'h.‘\-"-'o.\ﬁ '\-I ‘. 'll'ﬂh.., 1 " o N xﬂ“\"_ .L":. o -"\"\.'\1 LR %M\ _\‘HI L 3 A H T .-\. ot i R
T R A, s ; o ) e i, "H -uu- 2 --.._c_.---*- " R Y : i y
,!" S A R R R A m:.. . R S T R e AN ”‘-‘\“%"%ﬁ%n- hxﬂm a \qﬁ& SRR =5
"‘\.-\- A ¥ -,“ ‘\_,‘\.% v o i , o -"\. -\- "x‘: = i " \‘b\"’ s o _,.'H-\. \h\ a Q"q: .m '!:'-\‘\-\."'o.. "\. e i:'\.
o \ S "“'-x\ R s e oy N, A . o "'\Q.h_ e \L\ :\%H‘. o { g "c.“'\':..:. W 2 __ ""-\. .\"H
_x o s B, ey '-\.'-.':_“_. e -, S 1-.-...~.r m&m Mm . -\‘\. e -:_.-'- R
. o A * r ) S =
\"%"" '-:a._\“ W ‘:‘Eh., hm .'-.‘x 'ﬂ'""“?lh“* . el e A i,

1--"-'-\.{‘- o

P

_\" kS _ﬁ- 'H'-..- 3 v " :'l

I, s, o W i, . = Ay o 3 "“:t s g b s %
. e, e e .

L e e e R s > ) :

e, N 2 ok a."m,:;h_ “\_"\H e B S -.\:

i 2

. _: A Tyl '\.\,,q_. ot g ; i
SR M el L .,,:._-\ s A
e '\\ RNy K m.vﬁhﬂh \ =

'-. '\-\.'\-\."'\-

A oo
E:: n‘ b
i r e . g - L LG S ;
: o ; et i
D W
,,,war
N v

o,

\‘NI ‘% .h. j""\"‘\..'w. i, i,
*ﬂﬁ\ﬁt‘r.x o 3-‘“‘:“»*.‘?““‘&*\ "hh‘ﬁi&“m R hiﬂkﬁl .

E3N SN

B

= "H.. et
o e e . . 4 l:.h x‘\-ﬁ,‘u 'L"I-"\.
L " , e e .i..-"-‘
. by o h . o ]
n L1 o, W, 3 . ) . “ . . . by, . o : - . , o,
B el

'Q"x-

'i':"'#,-\.l. .ﬂ. ) ""::','\-:"'I :
ﬂ‘:\-"-n. "-.'I:k.- ‘}':Hm 5 \d\\“‘j\ *%b‘“"\-\. “""L .

e "‘Hﬁ H h'_ I""\. _. '\.'l_ "“Q\. -\:‘ "- Jh%""‘-"«.’""
bR ”'“m S i'“-"'* x‘:\ e ) : ; : Sl : e : : A

- i I"-tl'i-\.q, '\-'\-\.-\:\ -ﬂ. \*“\Q\ 1..,\.:.: .:".' %‘iﬂ'ﬁ. "{1‘:& N bl . 5 y 5 ‘ 3 . -. . & L . : ! E - r " -.-.‘“.#“ & _'f:n. =

. ) . . . : 4 i o i - 4 . . i : . h e, " ; _: ; e

i, - b . o Tl ; Bk .

.\:Q o \\"::\'-"!" '\-\.\.1.- ;'l:'\"'\-.‘“- -\.I"'\-' "H.. 1;‘\. \‘:\ H:_,,
'“a'-\. ﬁﬂl\'ﬁ:“r r‘-m ey Y {‘t. "' "'\-“'_ i NELL.‘\ME}%R
g y n, .1. e

= \‘x
Q‘h "'\ kh“' H’:‘C‘ " -.. L, l-\.'h"o._".' .-.:-- .'I:'\-"\-‘""h.'.'

n T, W,

\“‘x-m \‘\‘\M‘-ﬂ' ML\ ; ™ o i , . i, N
o \:‘i'.x "'-..\ '\- A o e ™ . .
o '.-. e ! R

. . . ] e WA, : 'y 3 '

L e i , : e -.T'H..H :" i,
i L R gy ot oy _.-‘:-xh* o e A
e ol N i
o ~».; > e T ¥

SR
N X R H‘x;h \}"'}"‘:*:‘:;'* . W'\
& -. s, "%"“'\-\. \\\\\.\ ::‘: : :

s

By g
. ey 'H“"\-"f

a, %1\;1 .'."o.n."-\% E-l“‘:ﬁ.‘b 'H.H_\ 5 : w‘_ "-\.-\.\. H ) . ._ . -, . -
R R A R R e -

bt s s Sy - )

i h x " b WA ) N o d P S,

~-.,\~,;-&Q# A B D B s R
b'-- oy " . : ; ; . o S

e :.";‘\:‘;.\_ ‘ , _\h"\- '- R ;- ; 2 s, Sah,
-'_:t‘\;'\-. ', .._I ; i 2

.I . s il .\\
b » B u : R R
s - T ey
_'\' 7 . “‘\-\.\.\. i}
" E " i
. oy
; A o . ¥ . - - 2
A . . A S 3 :
e
- = AT 1 - W %, s g
. . s " 3 s %, |
; & F 1 i
"a. e 5 r e . .
. + . e
- - - ) . b
", N n 5 o o .\
", iy "y )
W o y ., 1 i
o . . . o B A . , ,
X . i - _,-'- o S . -"\.x_'."'l'. g h
S " . . o
T b S e s : ;
o N J
'\:‘_ - s W , :
T v : ; . d g e
b - a - e v \‘:’;‘1 o5 3 !
L 5 i L b = e & .
i ; LA ) . : . o 8 3
. - . -
1. " . ", - u
L] : o 5 g W &
' L
. . : ¥ o
- » ) : \ . . 5 -:-\ ; |-"h.'\:\"\-\.1.-|_-.q. x*" -\.T'-xi'-.";«'hw."'-"-."x B SN " o oy

alph P. “‘Pete” CTJerritt T



-
. b 1 N _
' i ] ! \
A
-
i L}
r l
e
" .
i | 1 '\
¥
- W
\ L5y }
% T
L
i
| %
- ] i 1
' L i v, |
y |
1
E - XX M
. - I ¥ 0 jlﬁ
| ! \ A A
B. DeMi
| / L] |
[ | i 1 Ir
i -!l'rn. | A
) [
- | ' . 1
1 ' ] ¥ ™ i
1 = i - L1 LA .. A AL2
T — T Tl il W e g A
]
1 I
4 I
' ." ¥ 1 r r ' i / ¥ FT ‘r F j‘ i ¥ ] j
J i L a‘h. ! L% b & J J b | i i i' |.[ 'I*t | "I uf.‘\ & *




Death Ualleg—-—its

Impounded Americans




E




Death Ualleg—its

Impounded Americans

I'ne Contribution by Americans of Japanese Ancestry
During World War I1

BY

Ralph P. “Pete” Merrite, Jr.

Keepsake Number 27

Published for the

38th Annual Death Valley ’49ers Encampment
NOVEMBER 5-8, 1987
Death Valley, California




Copyright © 1987, The Death Valley “4gers, Inc.

Death Valley, California 92323

T his keepsake publication was composed of Linotype and handset t) pography b
the Sagebrush Press, Morongo Valley, California. [] Reproduction proofs were

made from the type forms and /fr/mgmp/ut presswork utilized for the printing.




Death Valley—its Impounded Americans
il

Knock! Knock! A sharp knocking on the door brought T. R. Good-

win, Superintendent of Death Valley National Monument, and his

wife, Neva, out of a sound sleep. Slipping into their robes, they opened
the door to find three men standing there. It was 2:00 A.M., the morning
of December 10, 1942.

Knowing the Goodwins, Robert .. Brown explained that they were
representing Ralph P. Merritt, Director of the War Relocation Project
at Manzanar, a few miles north of Lone Pine, Inyo County, California.
(Merritt was to become president of the Death Valley ’4gers in 1960).
Brown stated that there had been a riot at Manzanar; the military had
shot some of the Japanese internees; and that a large group for their
own protection must be moved away from Manzanar immediately. Did
Supt. Goodwin have any place to house them on a temporary basis’

“Certainly,” stated Goodwin, “the Cow Creek Civilian Conservation
Corps camp has been empty since the beginning of the war, and is not
proposed for use in the foreseeable future. We will get the camp in
order, and you can bring your people in today.”

As soon as the Manzanar representatives left, Goodwin dressed and
started waking his staff, requesting that they proceed to clean up the
C.C.C. barracks and mess hall.

Bob Brown and the others returned over the long road to Man-
zanar, bringing Director Merritt the good news, that living space for
the threatened evacuees was available in Death Valley. That afternoon,
a military convoy of jeeps and weapons carriers, together with staff
cars, started out for the Valley. The group was composed of 65 evacuees,

end
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1o staff members and about 12 soldiers. Each occupied vehicle had a
soldier with a rifle ready. There was a truckload of hay, one of furniture,
another of food. Whole tamilies were 1n the group: men, women, and
children, including a number of single people. The rather few people
along the route were staggered by this strange sight.

The evacuees, who became known as “refugees”, did not know
where they were going, had nothing but what was on their backs, were
leaving friends and relatives—for where?

[t was a long trip, ending at their new housing about ¢:30 p.m.
First, the crowd must be fed, then cots and bedding distributed, and a
determination of where people were to sleep. There were about 16
buildings in the camp; that first night women and children were housed
1In one area, men 1n another. Death Valley put on one of its coldest
nights, and blankets were at a premium.

The next morning the men filled the ticking with hay, and the
sleeping conditions improved. Fortunately, there were several excellent
cooks 1n the crowd, who took over the mess hall, and volunteers wash
ed the walls and floors with soap and water. The soldiers were housed
in a barracks that had no flooring; however, it overlooked the access
road to the Camp, a vantage point.

One building was selected for the infirmary, with shower, toilet,
running water and four rooms. This became the domain of Josephine
Hawes, Registered Nurse from the Manzanar Hospital, later to become
chief nurse of that fine facility. Nurse Hawes was not only nurse but
health ofhicer and doctor to the group and the area, as there was no
doctor within 100 or more miles.

Nurse Hawes already had two cases to care for—men who had
been badly beaten at Manzanar and had been hospitalized before being
moved to Cow Creek C.C.C. Camp. She took care not only of the
Japanese and the staff, but also Park Service and military personnel.
Once the telephones were put back 1n working order, (they had been
out for weeks) she was able to get her orders from the medical officer

at Manzanar Hospital.
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Barracks space was assigned to families, bachelor quarters set up,
kitchen K.P. duties assigned, work groups cleaned the area. Life began
at Cow Creek.

Why was 1t necessary to remove 65 persons of Japanese ancestry,
virtually all citizens of the United States, from the one mile square
internment camp called Manzanar, located in the Owens Valley? Let’s
go back 1n time to find some of the complex answers to this question.

On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed
Executive Order #9o66. It excluded all persons of Japanese ancestry,
whether American citizen or not, from the Western Defense Command,
namely, California, Oregon and Washington. Roosevelt did this under
great pressure from individuals and West Coast organizations, both
from the viewpoint of fear, and also economic gain by the removal of
the industrious Japanese. No court of law or proof of guilt was involved
in this judgment. One hundred ten thousand persons, 70% of whom
were American citizens, lost their income, possessions and associations,
as a result of the evacuation. In the case of Manzanar, 10,000 of these
were put behind a one mile square barbed wire fence, guarded 24
hours a day by military police, in the cold of winter compounded by
severe dust storms, and lodged in barracks, 36 persons per barrack,
without partitions between families. Resentment was a natural result.

[t should be kept in mind that, by the laws of the United States,
Asian-born residents were at that time denied the right of citizenship
in this country. During the first year of the war in the Pacific, the
Allied Forces were not winning. The press daily reminded the popula-
tion of their losses. Some older Japanese, born in Japan, did not wish
to gamble their future in a country that had denied them citizenship.

To compound these problems were quarrels and feuds between var-
lous factions of the Japanese Americans—basically those highly pro-
American versus those who were bitter due to their treatment. The
latter believed that the former were informers operating in the center,
carrying stories to the administration of the camp and to the FBI.

The final straw came when the pro-American organization petition-




8 DeaTH VALLEY—I1TS IMPOUNDED AMERICANS

ed President Roosevelt to open army service to young Japanese American
men. Many older people were fearful that their sons would be required
to fight 1n the South Pacific, possibly killing relatives or being killed.
Others were resentful that their young men would be required to fight
for a country that had treated American citizens so badly. However, a
number believed their adopted country would prevail, and encouraged
their sons to volunteer for army service.

The pro-Americans took the position that, if Japanese Americans
were to be accepted 1n the future of this country on equal terms with
other citizens and earn their respect, they must go the extra mile
to prove themselves loyal to their native land. These reasons, together
with many 1njustices, confusions and misunderstandings, brought about
the circumstances that created the confrontations with the military
police. After dark on the evening of December 6, 1942, a mob moved
towards the police station and jail to demand the release of a suspect
charged with a murderous attack on a leader of the pro-American
group. Military police with tear gas, machines guns, shot guns and
rifles blocked their way. A demonstrator started an unoccupied truck
rolling downhill towards the soldiers; one, then others, opened fire
and men fell in the darkness. The mob broke up, leaving two dead and
11 injured.

During the night, gangs armed with knives and any available
weapons, roamed the camp seeking individuals on a publicized death
list. All their intended victims eluded their would-be assassins. The
camp administration, assisted by the MPs, quickly took them and their
families into protective custody. Three days later, by military convoy,
they were moved to Death Valley and to the C.C.C. camp at Cow
Creek, located four miles north of the present-day Visitors Center and
Museum and adjacent to the Monument Headquarters at that time.

The story now continues —

During the second evening’s supper, unexpected guests dropped
by. Supt. T. R. Goodwin, his chief ranger, park naturalist, and Ranger
Spike Oakes were introduced to the group by Albert Chamberlain, who
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was 1n charge of the camp. “We welcome you to Death Valley”, said
Goodwin. “We are sorry we did not have time to prepare this camp
for you in the way we wanted. Here, as you are well aware, due to
wartime economy imposed by the government, we are short of men.
We have only a skeleton crew to maintain a 3,000 square mile area. The
men we could spare did manage to make these buildings livable. Within
a short time, you’ve made many noticeable improvements. For instance,
the Hloor of this mess hall was never cleaner.

“Death Valley is rich in human and scientific interest. This region
has a wealth of color, blended by nature into a constantly changing
pattern. From here you have noted the pastels of the barren rocks, the
browns and purples of the mountain ranges, the white expanses of salt
and alkali west of the camp.

“When you get settled down in your new home, we would like to
show you slides of wildlife and flora, in the evenings. Our naturalist
will be happy to speak about his findings and studies. Our rangers will
also be on hand to tell you of the various aspects of life in the Mon-
ument, and brief you on the history of the region. We have all around
us a vast, natural museum.

“Boredom will set in as you run out of things to do. We have on the
northwest perimeter of this camp a large fresh water swimming pool,
which you are welcome to use. We want you to enjoy your stay here.
All of us of the National Monument are your friends and we are
always ready to help you.”

Tad Uyeno, pre-war newspaper columnist for the Los Angeles
Japanese Daily News, commented in his post-war press articles “Point
of No Return”: “Supt. Goodwin’s welcoming talk to us impressed us.
We had expected local hostility to our presence in Death Valley. We had
come to expect many white Americans to be prejudiced against us. We
were exposed too long to prejudices and discriminations by certain
white citizens not to form an immediate opinion about them until they
have proven themselves to be triendly and sincere, and they bore no
hatred against us.
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“Somehow, T. R. Goodwin created in our minds a very favorable
impression from our first meeting. He was, we believed, a man we
could trust and depend on for help should we need it.

“As a spokesman for the Park Service, Goodwin expressed his feel-
ings and we felt that his concept of democracy applied equally to all
Americans regardless of race, color, or creed. We accepted him as a
friend wholeheartedly and we passed on this blanket acceptance to

include all the men serving under him.”

SOLDIERS

The role of the soldier MPs at Cow Creek was very difterent from
that at Manzanar. At Manzanar, soldiers manned guard towers which
surrounded the camp area, armed with rifles and machine guns. The
soldiers lived in quarters about 1/4 mile to the south of camp. They
had no relationship with the Japanese evacuees and only upon two
occasions, first, the riot period during which they patrolled within
Manzanar. and second, when the soldiers joined with the evacuees at
the memorial service for President Franklin D. Roosevelt, were the
soldiers inside the barbed wire tence.

[t was different at Cow Creek. There were no guard towers nor
sentries walking guard duty. The soldiers shared the showers and
latrines with the evacuees, ate at the same time as the staft and evac-
uees in the mess hall, and a friendly relationship existed. In fact, Camp
Director Chamberlain, who also supervised the soldiers, informed the
mess hall gathering that to the outside visitors such as the press, 1t
would not look well if the soldiers were found intermingled with the
Japanese at meals, and requested that from then on, the soldiers should
eat at one table reserved for them.

The “refugees” recall there was a good relationship with the soldiers.
Manzanar fences and guard towers were gone; the peace of Cow Creek
remained. After months of harrassment, they could walk without look-
ing over their shoulders. Actually, the soldiers’ job was to keep the
curious and the vindictive away from the camp, which sometimes
happened. One soldier stated that they did not know how many evac-
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Actual photographs of the [apanese-Americans while in
Death Valley during World War II are extremely scarce,
perhaps non-existant—uwith the exception of the two seen
here. Above shows the infirmary at Cow Creek,; persons
on steps are not identified. At bottom are Ned Morioka
and cousitn Harry (no last name available) riding therr
lady friends in their “chariots.” —AUTHOR'S COLLECTION
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uees were 1n the camp; that was the staff responsibility—they were
there to protect those in camp. This was a total reversal of their duties
in Manzanar. Friendships lasting over the years were formed between
guard and guarded at Cow Creek.

Mrs. 1. R. (Neva) Goodwin tells an interesting story. She men-
tioned to one of the fine Japanese chefs that she had never mastered
the art of cooking rice. The Japanese, staff and soldiers were most for-
tunate to have included in their “refugee” group at Cow Creek highly
experienced cooks. One man had owned four restaurants in Los Angeles
prior to the evacuation. He volunteered to teach Neva, came to her
home, and did just that. Her rice cooking is still excellent today, and
she 1s most proud of it.

WORK

One evening at dinner, Camp Director Chamberlain presented a
thought to the group. In view of the lack of Park Service manpower,
work projects were getting ahead of the staff. Considering the excep-
tionally fine treatment that the Japanese had received, together with
the need to combat boredom during confinement, would the evacuees
be willing to give the rangers a hand by volunteering to do maintenance
work 7

T'he men agreed, and the next morning walked up to the Park
Headquarters to present themselves as ready and willing to start work-
ing. The rangers were taken by surprise, but said they could certainly
use help. “Then, let’s get started,” said the evacuees. They were assign-
ed to Ranger Spike Oakes for work detail. Oakes started them out on
sign painting. Then, as the days went by, cleaning out springs, building
dams, digging ditches, mixing cement, putting up radio antennas and
many odd jobs were accomplished. No provision was made for pay or
even gloves, and none was requested. Work continued daily, including

New Year’s Day.

The wear and tear on hands, knees, back and clothing was quite

noticeable. These men, prior to evacuation to Manzanar, had been
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business and professional people. Gloves were non-existent, blisters and
sore backs came readily; however, there were no complaints.

TRAVELS

During their travels around Death Valley on various jobs, Ranger
Oakes saw to 1t that the evacuees would get educational benefits as
well as completing the needed work. Oakes made the men work hard,
but he always set the pace. The crews, when time permitted, were
taken to many points of interest in the valley, which they called
“fringe benefits”, and for which they were most appreciative.

Some thirty years later, in 1973 the Cow Creek “refugees” held a
reunion 1n Los Angeles. Ranger Spike Oakes, who had completed his
many years with the Park Service as superintendent of Tonto National
Monument 1n Arizona, retiring at 6o years of age, had moved to
Tucson, Arizona. The ex-“retfugees” were most happy to find him; and
although suftering from serious emphysema, he made the trip to Los
Angeles to discover that he was the guest of honor. There was mutual
respect and aftection between the Japanese Americans from Cow Creek
and Ranger Spike Oakes.

On occasions when the rangers or the soldiers made trips to Beatty,
Nevada or Death Valley Junction, California for supplies or mail, they
usually took a group of evacuees with them. Reception by the residents
of these towns was open and non-critical; they had heard good reports
from the Monument residents about the Japanese and received them
well. One day the soldiers in two army trucks took the women of the
camp to Dante’s View overlooking the Valley. It was an exciting day!
The ladies had been cooped up for one month in camp. There were 32
females including youngsters.

BURRO

The camp mess hall was supplied by truck from Manzanar. At one
point, provisions were quite late and the meat supply was exhausted.
Supt. Goodwin solved that problem. Even 1n 1943 the burro population
was creating food shortages for the bighorn sheep and other animals.
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Goodwin sent Ranger Oakes accompanied by soldiers to Wildrose
Canyon on a hunting expedition. The group returned with two burros:
one was taken to the Indian Village and the other to the C.C.C. mess
hall, where 1t was butchered. The chefs told the evacuees, staff and
soldiers “those that will eat burro—this side of the mess hall: those
that won't—the other side.”

Tad Uyeno writes, “Now that we had tasted burro, we could expect
other delicacies found in the desert; scorpion cocktail, pickled creosote
buds, gila monster 4 la king, mesquite beans, fishhook cactus and
braised burro tongue. We did not dare suggest this menu to our chefs.
as they would send us out to gather ingredients for the above.”

[n the first few weeks at Cow Creek, the evacuees had numerous
jobs getting their new housing and grounds in order. Ruth Kurata
Yamazaki 1n her story “Death Valley Daze” recalls:

“One of the projects of the carpenter crew was to erect a partition
in the shower room, which was just one long open building, with
shower heads on each wall. The former occupants of the camp had all
been young men, so there had been no need of any partition.

“At first, the men and women were assigned different hours for
showers. We all approved the idea of a partition, dividing the shower
room into halves. However, we found that the work of our amateur
carpenters left much to be desired. For the partition, they tore off
interior plywood panels from the unoccupied buildings. They com-
pletely overlooked (or ignored) the big nail holes in the plywood.

“Betore long, the women realized with a shock that they were being
observed through the holes. There was a lot of feverish activity as the
holes were filled with putty. We felt temporarily free from prying
eyes, but what was going to keep the curious from poking the putty
out the holes? We always made a careful inspection for holes before
we took our showers.

“Atfter the priority projects were out of the way, the carpenter crew
dreamed up one of their own. They built a Las Vegas type crap table,
an accurate replica. The table was installed in the bachelor men’s
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quarters and soon that place became a popular hangout for the gamblers
1n the crowd.

“There was a swimming pool at the C.C.C. camp. The older children
spent much of their time there. It was a great treat—being able to go
swimming every day in the dead of winter.

“There was a variety of activities going on 1n the evenings. How-

ever, since I was on the dishwashing crew, and had to put the children
to bed, I didn’t have too much time to participate before lights out
at 10:00 P.M.

“The only time we got a break was when one of the children was 1n
the infirmary, then the lights were left on all night as Miss Hawes, our
registered nurse, spent the night with the sick child in case of com-
plications. We really took advantage of the lights and played poker
most of the night.”

CHRISTMAS

The rangers suggested to Camp Director Chamberlain that a Christ
mas Eve party for all be held at the C.C.C. camp. All residents heartily
agreed that it was a wonderful gesture on the part of the rangers.

Josephine Hawes, R.N., writes: “It was the day betore Christmas.
Everyone in camp was trying to be gay and happy, and yet everyone
had a strange feeling about the day. The white sands of the salt beds
glistened in the sunlight. The sun was warm, the sky blue. It was
Christmas time, yet no one could believe it. No family reunions. No

savory smell of turkey. But in the mess hall was a Christmas tree

bedecked with trimmings. There are no trees in Death Valley. Thus
tree was lying on the side of the road when the caravan lett Manzanar.
Our recreational director, Aksel Nielsen, saw it and stopped the con-
voy and tossed it onto one of the trucks. It was like a gitt from heaven.
Some of the Japanese had made decorations, then the Park Service
people brought some of their own trimmings. Our first evacuee to
leave camp for the East sent a beautiful blue star for the top of the
tree. It was to be the most thankful Christmas they knew, for did

not they have life, and freedom from fear
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Genevieve Oakes, widow of Ranger Oakes, tells that everyone was
invited, Park Service, Furnace Creek employees, Indian families, with
many bringing gifts. It was a grand party.

On Christmas day, everyone donned their Sunday best, and assem-
bled in the mess hall. Josephine Hawes continues: “then Santa Claus
arrived with a large pack. He was a real Santa. Where they got the
suit, I never found out. Out of his bag came many packages. Around
the tree were more. Several nights before, a truck from Pasadena arrived
with many gifts. The girls unwrapped each one to examine the gift,
then rewrapped them and assigned a name. The refugees were very
generous people. They themselves had wrapped two packages, one of
cigarettes and one of razor blades, for each of the nine army guards.
So people all over the United States had sent the Christmas spirit of
good will.”

Tad Uyeno recalls that special day: “On this fleeting day the in-
ternees silently prayed for peace, a hope for love and a pledge for better
understanding. Whether one was Christian, Buddhist or Jewish, one
celebrated Christ’s birth as a momentous occasion and the day held a
special significance. No one questioned the other person’s religious
taith, and the Buddhists joined the Christians in the observance of
Christmas. The lone Jew in the camp, a soldier, also participated.”

logo ‘lanaka, an English editor of the L.A. Japanese Daily News
before the war, later to become a highly respected community leader
and businessman in Los Angeles, and his wife, Jean, with their one
year old daughter, were “refugees” at Cow Creek. Quoting Mr. Tanaka:
“Jean and I had a family prayer at Death Valley. In the still of the
desert night, with the stars so close, we recited it often. We have
remembered it through the years. It seemed so appropriate for us at
Cow Creek 1n the vastness of that desert area.

“Lord, behold our family and dear friends here assembled. We thank
thee for the love that binds us, for this our temporary home, for our
tood, our good health, and especially for the blue skies that brighten
our days. And for our friends around the earth. In these troubled
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times, give us grace and strength to persevere. And bless us, 1t 1t may

be, in all our innocent endeavors. And 1t 1t may not be so, give us
the courage to encounter that which 1s to come, that we be brave 1n
peril, constant in tribulation, temperate in wrath, and 1n all changes
of fortune, down to the gates of death, loyal and loving to one another.

We ask this in Thy name, amen.”

MODEL TRAINS & SAILING BOATS

Superintendent Goodwin delighted 1n his hobby of building model
trains and sailing boats. He had built a large room onto his home to

house the collection. One evening, he and Mrs. Goodwin 1nvited the

evacuees to their home to see the trains. He had constructed a model
of mountains, plains, farms and a city. The locomotives pufted steam,
whistled, pulling freight or passenger cars, and were scale models of
famous engines.

The evacuees were enthralled with the exhibit, and concluded that
his room was actually a museum, large enough tor all to view the
trains. Supt. Goodwin proved sincere in his statement that “all of us
in the Park Service are your friends and are always ready to help.”
Mrs. Neva Goodwin tells of her husband sailing his model boats 1n
the swimming pool. “He took our two children, together with evacuee
children on Saturdays to try out the boats.”

That brillgs to mind the SLOry that N[;ll‘}‘ Thorndike, school teacher
of Death Valley schools for ten years at Furnace Creek, tells of the
visit to her school by the evacuee children. One boy said, immediately
upon arrival at the school, “You don’t have your flag up.” Mrs. Thorn-
dike explained to him that the rope had broken the previous day, and
no one had been available to fix it. The boy was plainly upset that the
flag was not flying and continued to be during his visit to the school.

LEAVING

So the weeks went by. The volunteer work crews continued to
assist the Park Service. The ladies took care of the housekeeping, which
demanded daily attention. In addition to caring for the children and
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assisting 1n the kitchen, they shared the long hours of the days through
conversation. There were few books available to read.

Immediately following the evacuees’ removal from Manzanar, the
government commenced efforts to find homes and jobs outside the
Western Defense Command for them. As openings became available.
departing evacuees were escorted east to Las Vegas, the closest railhead.
Escorts were required while evacuees were within California.

An organization which played a major role in obtaining jobs and
homes for the evacuees was the American Friends Service Committee
(the Quakers). Representatives of that fine organization came to Cow
Creek and interviewed the evacuees. Jobs and housing were provided
in Chicago. The American Friends had opened a hostel in Chicago,
not only for refugees from the ten relocation centers of the West, but
also for refugees from Europe.

And so the two and one-half months of “refugee” life at Cow
Creek C.C.C. camp in Death Valley came to a close. Some Japanese
Americans, who lived through that period, remember it in a positive
manner. Some quotes are: “We remember the beauty of Cow Creek
following the jail of Manzanar”; “people were relieved to be at Cow
Creek, with no threat to their lives”; “We began to see daylight and
hope for the future”; “We had an opportunity at Cow Creek to get
adjusted to the outside world, to get our feet on the ground.”

In a recent letter to the author of this Keepsake, Togo Tanaka,
previously quoted, said:

“What Ralph Merritt did, with speed and dispatch, in getting his
friend Goodwin to respond, after the violence and bloodshed at Man-
zanar, showed us the light at the end of the tunnel. Your father saved
lives and sent us on our way to rebuild our faith in our native land.
What greater legacy could any American leave? I think those of us
who tried to lead exemplary lives as good citizens have felt in our
own way an obligation to repay the trust freely bestowed by the
Ralph Merritts.”

Tad Uyeno wrote at the close of his articles:
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“This story began on December 6, 1942 in Manzanar and ended
February 15, 1943 1n Death Valley.

“When we left Death Valley, we left behind no monuments. Poster-
ity will not remember us for the work we did for Death Valley National
Monument.

“However insignificant was our contribution to the development of
the existing facilities in the Monument, we who lived there—65 Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry—deserve a footnote to a page in the history
of that region.”

And so 1t shall be.
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