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Thanks to the FRIENDS OF GIDRA

Dennis Arguelles

Darrell Daniel

Chris lijima

Lloyd Inui

Japanese American Citizens League
Pacific Southwest District

Amy Kato

George & lku Kirlyama

Glen Kitayama

Dennis Kobata & Jan Tokumaru

Alan Kondo

Duane M.Kubo

Jenni Kuida & Tony Osumi

Haru Kuromiya

George Lipsitz
Diane Matarazzo
Dean Matsubayashi
Jim Matsuoka
Gary N. Mayeda
Carrie F. Morita

- Momoko Murakami
Steve & Patty Nagano
Mike Nakayama

- Takeshi Nakayama
John Saito, Jr.
Meg Thornton
Dean Toji & Gisele Fong
Karen Umemoto & Brian Niiya
Michael F.Yamamoto

. Janice Yen

And thanks also to the subscribers!

You can become a FRIEND OF GIDRA or a SUBSCRIBER:

FRIENDS OF GIDRA

PERKS: Complimentary subscription, special
thanks in GIDRA, invitation and free admission
to GIDRA events

RATES: $25/1 year, $35/2 years

SUBSCRIBER
RATES: $16/1 year, $20/2 years

Institutional and organizational rates available

...just ask us!!

lllustration: Jennifer Sun
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Won-Joon Yoon Joseph lleto

NATION OF HATE

an obituary

On July 4, as millions of Americans enjoyed a Sunday barbeque, a gunman in Chicago pro-
ceeded to have his own Independence Day celebration. Firing four rounds into a small gath-
ering of church-goers, Benjamin Nathaniel Smith fatally wounded a 26-year-old Korean
American graduate student from Indiana State University, Bloomington. This fall, Won-Joon
Yoon was to have begun doctorate studies in economics.

The ambitious young killer, 21-year-old Benjamin, had been pursuing an actwe membershl
in a reputed White supremacist organization with particular disdain for African, Asian and e
Jew. His shooting spree body count ended at 11 casualties, two of which were fatal.

uuuuuuuu
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another supremacist fraternal order, armed himself with an automatlc weapon and sprayed . '1
the North Valley Jewish Community Center in Granada Hills, Calif. with bullets, injurying five |
occupants, three of whom were children. While fleeing through nearby Chatsworth, Furrow

then turned his gun toward Joseph lleto, a 39-year-old Pilipino American postal camel; shot Sy 2L @
and killed him because of his race and association with the postal service. @ S et &R %

These deaths were preceded by a spate of other disturbing incidents: in October, a gunman
in Maryland shot and killed two South Asian employees at a Dunkin’ Donuts store after mak-
ing fun of their accents. In April, a gunman purportedly hunting for foreigl_iéfs shot and
killed Japanese American shop owner, Naoki Kamijima, of Crystal Lake, lIl.

Despite recent Department of Justice reports on waning hate crimes in America, the fact
remains that people are harassed, beaten and killed based on an intolerance of their gen-
: der, ethnicity, religion and sexual orientation. It is important to realize these hate crimes
“ not only affect Asian Pacific Americans, but others as well. So support stronger enforce-
ment laws in the Hate Crimes Prevention Act, and encourage civic leaders and educators to
develop ways to prevent and punish those who would bring the hate.

Take a stand before the bullets strike even closer to home.
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14 Books, Bongs and Boyeez Naomiwasaki
If only life were so simple.

16 LOI'Ig Beach PO'Y A-stir tram Nguyen
Khmer girls bring da noise bring da funk.

20 Oaktown 3-5-7 Naomi Iwasaki

High school students turn ethnic strife into a fight for ethnic studies.

22 POP Quiz Vy Nguyen
What’s Keanu have to do with the state of Asian American studies in California? Cheat sheet provided.

26 University of Sanctioned Corruption Elizabeth Sunwoo
USC sidesteps students’ concerns and cracks down on campus agitators.

28 For the Scams, not Formosa Ellen Wu
The Love Boat... exciting and new. Come aboard, we're expecting you.

WE DON'T KNOW NAAN

4 The Ha Report the wedding-what’s love got to do with it? Julie Ha

6 Watevah Man it’s all about the washingtons. Eric Wat
8 Welcome to Alan’s Kondo make yourself comfortable. A.K.
10 War March 1999 left, left, left, right left. It’s off to Kosovo we go. by Committee

12 One man’s last stand
Mumia Abu-Jamal. Ernesto Vigoreaux, Glenn Omatsu, Wayne Lum, Evelyn Yoshimura

24 Gidra goes on vacation
Pineapples, hula dancing, more tales of rape and exploitation. Ayako Hagihara, John Lee

31 Chillin’ on halo-halo sago Michelle Banta

34 Lyrical swords and liquid styles hip-hop vs. shaolin. Oliver Wang

37 ADF anti-defamation is not a game. Jeff Chang

40 All | wanna do is a zine-zine-zine now shake your rump. Hua Hsu

43 Old English script and Chinese characters taking it personal. Gil Ayuyao

48 Women 2b comforted Irene Suico Soriano
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GIDRA MISEDUCATED

INTRO

It's already August and what started out as a “School’s Out” issue now appears to see

distribution lasting well into the fall term. Just in time. @ “Back to School” sales flyers
from Target and Sav-On Drugs are already in mailboxes. Time to stock up on auto-pen-

cil refills and wire-bound notebooks. @ Oh yeah, don't forget the extracurricular activities: Ecstacy tabs, sixes of
genuine draft, modified car engine parts, assorted halter tops, condoms (whut?) and cellie batteries. @ It’s inter-
esting to see what some people feel is important as being not-as-important, or even boring, to others. & School
Is a good example of that. Some aspects of school are fun—Ilike hanging out with friends—but it’s safe to say that

having to wake up early every morning, sitting through six hours of seemingly endless droning and then going
home to do homework is a real drag. @ Is school relevant anymore? Do people play their Sony Playstations and

wonder,“if my Super Mario cart goes off the track and spins out, will Murphy’s Law go into effect?”

Of course an education is relevant. But ask any teenager why
they go to school, and a disturbing number will likely respond
either “l dunno” or “so | can go to college and get a high paying job.”

Why is the only incentive for getting an education to make a lot
of money? Why go to school when you can just play the stock mar-
ket on the Internet? Why, indeed.

An education is supposed to prepare individuals for life; to pro-
vide youths with a foundation of knowledge that makes them
capable of independent thought. It’s supposed to make you a “free-
thinking individual.”

While some of us may like to think that we are free-thinkers, in
actuality, we make decisions based on different influences. And
these could be any number of things: who we're around, how we
were raised, what we ate, what we're interested in, who we're inter-
ested in, what we smoke and where our interests lie.

Basically, school should be helping us filter out all the stankness,
all the garbage that inundate our lives. Instead, it's become a mon-
strous being, with local politics coursing through its veins, holding
back both students and teachers.

If school is not shaping youth , then what is?

Popular culture is a dominant force. It forms our definitions of
what’s cool, who's hot and who's not.

And in this day and age, having class and booty is the new
American fast-food order. While fresh-faced, Noxzema clear-pore-
stripped boys are cruising around in their BMW'’s, twenty-something
college graduates with business degrees are scanning the classifieds
at their parent’s house, desperately looking for an escape from their
creditors.

School doesn't give out degrees in Life. It seems now it just pre-
pares you for the SAT and, if you're on track, advanced placement tests.

More and more Asians in America seem to be doing well on the
SAT's. Their test scores and grade point averages—often nearing
the ludicrous 4.50 mark—are enabling them to get into college. For

many, they will be the first ones in their family to do so.

The pressure is on. Dollar signs teasingly float at the end of the
tunnel. Mid-lecture naps invite dreams of upper-middle class suc-
cess.

Despite what this nation’s most outspoken leaders say, recent
events have shown that minorities in America cannot just buy
themselves a piece of the pie. Psycho-ass White supremacists con-
tinue to pick off innocent victims while education “experts” claim
there’s no discrimination anymore.

In this dawg-eat-dawg environment, it’s hard to think about how
to live one’s own life and at the same time be concerned about the
lives of others.

That’s where we, as a people, have been miseducated. We've
been told that money will bring us security, two-story homes with
garages and instant respect. Little did we know that with financial
success came English-only laws, quotas on Asian enrollment at
University of California campuses and backlash by other Americans
who've felt threatened by our presence.

We've also been miseducated about our identity. We all too often
let what'’s popular rule judgments about ourselves. Funny, the same
societies that thought kung-fu was a gimmick and tribal tattoos
were markings of the devil now embrace both with the enthusiasm
of classroom brown-nosers.

But school is not out yet. While ivory tower Asians are out for
their own, going for the gold and not giving a fuck about much
except the lucci, teenagers in Long Beach are fighting harassment
and providing health education to other women in their communi-
ty. While U.C. Regent Ward Connerly continues his battle to end eth-
nic studies—the history and study of people of color in the U.S.—
high school kids in the Bay Area are demanding to learn not only
about themselves, but also about other cultures as well.

It’s encouraging to see the youth fighting for a decent and rele-
vant education.

Gidra would like to bid bon voyage to our first two international correspondents, Julie Ha and Vy Nguyen. Vicious Vy will be off to Vietnam for a six-month “edu-
cational trip” which will in reality see her more tan than ever and in all inconceivable possibilities land her a husband. Julie, after tying the knot with longtime
Smashing Pumpkins fan Sean Chung, will be reporting for a minute in the blue-blooded American city of Hartford, Conn. (It’s like another planet, actually.)
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THE HA REPORT | JULIE HA

N . =

lllustrations: Callie Chung

THIS WOMAN'’S WORK

Rants and reconciliation from a deeply disturbed bride-to-be

y life has become a simple formula: Julie equals work plus wedding. € Ask me

how | am, and chances are the answer will reflect how well or poorly my wed-

ding plans are advancing. Ask me specifically how my wedding planning is go-
ing,and you're liable to bear witness to some kind of teeth-gritting grimace or defeated whimper.
& Whoever invented the wedding must have also invented pantyhose. Both are cruel tools with
which to torture women of moderate to extreme vanity. & In the majority of cases, | would sur-
mise, weddings are still "woman'’s work." And here’s the trick: Even when he—nbless his heart—tries

to get involved, you realize you don’t want him involved. Those poor XY souls just can’t win.
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| mean, do you really want him to select “your
song” for the first dance? Smashing Pumpkins? James
Brown? To choose the flowers for the ceremony and
reception? Carnations? And what about bedsheets for
your bridal registry? Solid navy blue?

So, it’s all on us, girlfriends. Blame it on socialized
gender roles that haven't quite fizzled out even as we
stand at the edge of the 21st century or perhaps
even on our own need to assert control in the post-
Cinderella Complex world. Just be warned: This
process will drive you to mental instability and sub-
ject you to a strange morality test. The challenge is,
how reasonable, human, sane will you stay through-
out it all?

Personally, I'm going down fast.

| remember a conversation my fiancé and | were
having on the phone one night. He was telling me
about a sick patient of his at the hospital. As he
described the sad situation with this patient, a persis-
tent thought kept creeping into my mind: Did you
call the tuxedo place and the country club, or not? |
grew suspicious, like, why is he telling me this sad
story? Is he trying to warble his way out of the wed-
ding planning tasks | gave him by telling me this
sympathy-inducing story? Well, guess what, I'm not
falling for it! | see right through you!

Luckily, | kept these thoughts to myself (until now).

It gets worse. Several months ago, | vowed to stop
making friends because new friends equaled more
mouths to feed at the wedding reception.

Oh, and the difference between lilac and laven-
der—it has become like the difference between
night and day. | want lilac bridesmaid dresses, NOT
LAVENDER!!

There's also an element of schizophrenia involved
because | do indeed hear voices in my head, and
they're getting louder and more frequent.

They're saying: Is everything on schedule? The
wedding’s only two months away. I'm worried about the flowers—they may
not make it to the ceremony site in Ventura County alive?! Why did you pick
that place, anyway? Five bridesmaids—that’s too many! How are you going
to wear your hair—up or down? $1,000 for a wedding cake—are you crazy,
lady?! Did you get the invitations yet? What do you mean you don't have
anyone to marry you?! The ceremony’s outside ?! It's going to be so hot in
September, and Koreans don't like the sun! Why did you pick that place,
anyway?

Some folks have told me that the wedding planning process is good for
your relationship because it allows you to bond, make decisions together,
learn to compromise, blah blah blah blah...

On the contrary, it's funny how productive | was after my fiancé took off

s everything on schedule?
Will the flowers make it to
the ceremony site alive?!
Why did you pick that place,
anyway? How are you going
to wear your hair—up or
down? $1,000 for a wedding
cake—are you crazy, lady?!
Did you get the invitations
yet? What do you mean you
don’t have anyone to marry
you?! The ceremony’s out-
side?! It's going to be so hot
In September, and Koreans
don’t ike the sun! Why did
you pick that place, anyway?

for an Asia trip. | tend to perform better when | know
there’s no other choice and no one left to blame. |
finally sat down and input my guest list onto a
spreadsheet, organized all my wedding materials into
manila folder files and actually paid money for a foo-
foo wedding planner, in which | recorded all relevant
information in my neatest penmanship.

Yes, | started to see the advantages of planning
without your other half. Taste the power: no opposi-
tion to the pink floral bedsheets, the cheesy love bal-
lads on your reception music roster or lilac-shaded
invitations.

And, really now, wouldn't you rather go shopping
for overpriced items to place on your gift registry
with your mom rather than your future mate? The
main reason to drag out your man to Macy’s and
Crate & Barrel is so you can give yourself the illusion
of some gender equity, not so you can watch him
marvel over a guillotine-resembling bagel slicer.

Actually, to be fair, my fiancé did pick out a nice
china pattern, you know, elegant but not gaudy. (I'm
proud of you, honey!)

And, come to think of it, he did research readings
and poems we could use in our ceremony.

He also did suggest we hire a harpist...

OK, OK, so | haven’t been totally fair here, perhaps
even a bit sexist.

It’s the wedding planning madness!

It not only drives you to the edge, but it also dis-
tracts you from pondering more important things,
like, what does it really mean to be a “spouse,” to be
an “in-law”? How will becoming a wife change one’s
priorities, perhaps even one’s career ambitions? How
different will all the moments after “| do” be, not only
for you the couple, but for your family and your
newly inherited family?

There’s barely even enough time to stop and
dream about how life will be with my wedding-chal-
lenged Mr. Wonderful.

But as the big day approaches, I'm trying to get a grip. I've been coming
to a certain realization, and it has nothing to do with finding the perfect
wedding hair-do or heat-resistant flowers.

It’s about not sweating the “small” stuff to the extent that you lose sight
of what’s important.

Deep down | know, the flowers may wilt, the guests may complain of the
sun exposure and distance they had to drive, my fiancé and | may never
agree on “our song,” but that’s OK. Because, as major department store
bridal registries have acknowledged, on Sept. 4, 1999,“Julie Ha & Sean
Chung”will be...will just be.That’s cause for celebration—and even (gulp)
control-top pantyhose—in my book.
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WATEVAH MAN | ERIC WAT
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lllustrations: Abraham Ferrer

Getting Nowhere

A brilliant, overachieving waiter/writer serves up secrets to a happy life

was happily driving my car, listening to public radio. NPR was doing this story on how part-

timers and temps are becoming more and more of today’s American work force. These

workers are easily exploitable and difficult to organize because they don'’t stay on a job
long enough. Most of them don’t have health insurance, and many have to have two or three
jobs to piece together enough income to make ends meet every month. | was thinking to myself,
“God. that’s so sad. | feel so bad for these people.”Then | realized: Hey, 'm one of them. & The fact
that a young, college-educated and able-bodied Asian American man doesn't have a regular

nine-to-five job, for many, demands an explanation. People don't ask me directly, unless they're
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related to me, but sometimes | can detect people’s puz-
zlement when they call me on the phone on a week-
day morning and | pick up.“Are you okay? You're yF.

not sick, are you?” Sorry, my answering machine is

not available right now. Can | take a message? L

The truth is, | find myself justifying my lack & @
of a career at the slightest provocation (like
this column). When people ask me what |
do, I've already gone through this conversa-
tion in my head:

First, I'm a waiter. | feel it is important to
state that first. | used to list other things, )
like teaching a class at UCLA, before | said, i A
“Oh, by the way, | wait tables at night, too.” ' -
Then | felt really bad because my waiting
(“waitering?”) job put me through grad f N
school, which was the only reason why | was
even qualified to teach at UCLA or any other
colleges. Besides, there is no guarantee that an
itinerant Asian American studies lecturer like me N

A o

would get a gig every school term.There is really - ag

no security for me in academia unless | get my Ph.D.
—not a likely prospect. However, | can be pretty sure that I'll
have my waiter job as long as | want it.

Then, I'd say | spend my free time freelancing—which doesn’t happen all
that often, but it makes me seem enterprising—and volunteering for com-
munity organizations that | really believe in. And finally, I'd tell people that
I've been writing quite a bit, which is my one true passion, the one thing
that | would sacrifice the stability of a career for.

Surprisingly, my parents were okay when | first told them | got a waiter
job, which | did only after | secured the position. They were actually happy
for me because—and here lies my first lesson—waiting tables is a good
transition job. It made sense while | was putting myself through grad
school. But now that |'ve graduated for a while—and God, I'm almost 30—
I'm told that | need to find a real job. The difference between a transition
job and a real job is this: If people still ask you what else you do after you've
told them how you make a living, you're in a transition job. But | have
always been in transition. | like transitions. Dead people don’t make transi-
tions. Or worse yet, neither do people who are confined by the circum-
stances of their own making. Being in transition means I'm still getting
somewhere.

The truth is, | like waiting tables. | know it sounds strange. | suppose no
one else, especially Asian men, seems to have a waiter fantasy. You don't
really aspire to a stereotype. But being a waiter is perfect for me.The night
hours leave my days free for writing, keep me away from distractions (like a
relationship) and out of trouble (again, like a relationship). | love to work
around food. | don't have to worry about making or buying dinners when |
work. | don't have to take work home like career-people, except for sore feet
that one night of decent sleep could cure. And the tips! Let me tell you, it’s
nice to get cash every day you work. | went to the supermarket the night |

..........

| got my first tips. | was strolling down the

o aisles with a wad of cash in my pocket,

. smiling from ear to ear so much that
. people must have thought I'd just

oy - escaped from bedlam. | counted out 18
one-dollar bills at the checkstand—
okay, so it’s not all about the benjamins
with me, but all those georges add up—

N but | did it deliberately slow as if | were

making an exchange for a hostage. It
was nice to have cash. But most impor-
tantly, I'm writing more productively AND

B better than | ever did when | had to do it

for a grade.

Sure, | do have pangs of anxieties about my
future. When | first started temping, | had to go
into the agency to take a battery of tests. | was the

youngest in the testing room.There were all these
middle-aged, White men in suits and ties sweating over
keyboards and squinting at monitors. It was real depress-
ing. Is this what | have to look forward to? If they haven't made

it, what chance will | have when I'm at their age? And every time |
stop for a homeless person or a panhandler, or hear Catalina, my tenant
organizer friend, talk about elderly tenants in slum housing, or read news
about escalating HMO fees and our failing social security system, | keep
thinking: Hey, | could be them.

And making this connection has made this one of the most worthwhile
transitions in my life. There was this detachment that | had felt as an activist
to the injustices that | sought to correct, and | don'’t think | was the only one
who confronted this detachment. | felt | was exempt because | would be
shielded by my education and middle-class background. | had the luxury of
dropping in and out. And if | wear a tie now and have an office in some
downtown highrise—it could happen, | know I'm capable of it—I'd proba-
bly not be as involved in the community, if at all. When you can't afford life’s
little luxuries, you realize the absurdity of consumerism and the delusion of
bourgeois stability. There’s a lot to be said for sour grapes.

| didn’t start out trying to defy the model minority stereotype. | simply
wanted to spend my life doing what | love—writing—and do it well. It’s not
my fault that writing doesn't pay. Like the poet Wanda Coleman said,“When
life gives you lemons, you make lemonade. When life gives you shit, you
make fertilizer.”I'm not saying people should forsake their careers. Nor am |
saying I'm never going back to a full-time gig. I'm just saying, if | still can’t
buy a house when | turn 40, that’s okay.

| got a phone call last week from a billion-dollar organization who
wanted to interview me for a job. They found my resume on the internet,
where | had posted it a few months ago. This is my first call since, which
shows me how unmarketable my skills are. It'd be nice not to have to write
my own checks every month for health insurance, but | think I'll pass this
time. This doesn’t seem like my next transition.
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Illustration: Abraham Ferrer, from an idea by Qris Yamashita

MONEY STUFF | ALAN KONDO, CFP, CLU

Inancia
dvice
or the

Non-Financed

s this you? € A college graduate ready for the “real world,” except you still live at home. You
have a job, but every month after paying off your car note, student loans and credit cards,

you just barely scrape by. Mom and Dad still treat you like a kid. You want to move out and

get a life, but you just can’t afford it. € Flash back to college registration and orientation.

Remember all those banks that set up brightly-colored booths offering fabulous deals on credit

cards? “No Annual Fee! No Credit Limit! Earn 10,000 Frequent Flyer Miles!!”

Never mind that your creditors didn’t seem to care you had no income or
credit history. You took action while the banks were in a good mood.You
applied for a few credit cards. Subsequently, like clockwork once a week,
more credit card applications came in the mail, offering even better perks.
These deals were hard to pass by, especially since you had been wanting to
buy that new suit for your interview or that new CD anyway. What harm
could one more card be? So you applied for a few more.The nightmare
started here....

Unfortunately, few colleges offer Credit Card 101, otherwise known as
“How did | get 10 credit cards and $50,000 into debt in just 4 years?” How
you solve this puzzle (or don't) is as crucial to your success and happiness as
that degree you worked so hard to earn.

Credit card companies profit when you spend more than you earn and
owe longer than you're expected to live.The sooner you get into this
destructive pattern, the better it is for the credit card companies.They are
seductive and efficient. They've spent millions of dollars in research to
understand how and why you spend, so they know what attitudes about
money make the most income for them.

8 GIDRA SUMMER 1999

WHY ME?

First, the credit card companies thrive in an environment where money
equals success. We know in our hearts that this isn't so. We know that we
love and respect our family and friends not because of what they have or
how much they have to spend, but because of their values, their fairness
and their thoughtfulness. We hope they think of us the same way.

It's hard to keep that in mind when we're besieged by advertising for the
latest car or appliance or CD, and made to feel small and deprived if we
don't have cool stuff too. Credit cards make it easy to have things instantly
without thinking about how you're going to pay.

| had a chance to go to a birthday party for my daughter’s classmate. |
was awed by the splendor of the affair. There was an island for sushi, an
island for shrimp scampi.There was a table for kids to have their names air-
brushed on T-shirts. Another table where they could have temporary tattoos
painted. There was an orchestra. And that was just the cocktail reception.

Dinner followed, with entertainment, dancing, prizes and on and on. It
was interesting to watch how everyone was awed like me and doing mental
math about how much our hosts had spent to throw this party. Our society
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gives a lot of respect and attention to those members
who can spend a lot.

Guess what? As Tom Stanley documented in his
book, The Millionaire Next Door, you would never guess
who are the real millionaires by their spending habits.
The average millionaire drives a used car, wears an
inexpensive watch and lives in a modest neighbor-
hood. He lives below his means. That’s how he got to
be a millionaire.

Many of these people are my clients and I'm always
surprised when | do a financial analysis for them. One
of my millionaire clients worked as a gardener all his
life. He lived modestly and consistently invested what
he saved.

Another millionaire client, a couple, worked in low-

You would never guess

who are the real
millionaires by their
spending habits. The
average millionaire
drives a used car, wears
an inexpensive watch
and lives in a modest
neighborhood. He lives

below his means. That’s

SCISSORS, PLEASE First, take all your credit cards and
cut them up except for one, the one with the lowest
continuing interest rate. (Don't forget to read the fine
print—some cards offer very low interest rates but if
you look closely, the rate jumps up to 19% or so after
a few months.) Use this remaining card for situations
that absolutely require use of a credit card—making
reservations, renting a car, etc. However, when it
comes time to pay, use cash. Incur no new debt.

NO FRAPPUCCINOS Look at all your credit card debts.

Make the minimum payment on all cards except for
one—the one with the lowest balance.Vow to pay
more than the minimum on this card—as much as
you can bear (that’s right, give up that daily blended

paying, salaried jobs. The wife had the opportunity to
participate in the company’s stock savings plan, where
she allocated part of her salary to purchase the shares
of the company’s stock. She invested $25 per week
and the value of the stock grew, split two for one, grew
again, split again and so on. Her stock is now worth
$800,000.

These people are wealthy not because they came into great wealth or
had high-paying jobs. They became wealthy as they learned how to man-
age their spending. Coming into great wealth or earning it without being
able to manage spending can be a curse. If you don’t have a plan to man-
age spending, more money can become an opportunity to spend more and
get into greater debt.

The second trap is the “emergency.” | put “emergency” in quotes because
many times they are foreseeable and are emergencies only because we
make them so.

For example, that 1980 Toyota Cressida hand-me down from Mom that
you've been nursing along with baling wire and gaffer’s tape just turned
over 200,000 on the odometer. You know that it’s only a matter of time. Still,
when the car finally throws a rod miles from home, it’s an “emergency.” You
reach for the credit card.

Third, credit card companies make a lot of money because people love to
shop, especially when they're feeling down. We're faced with a lot of stress-
es in our lives and sometimes our jobs are not that fulfilling. Being able to
buy something nice for ourselves sometimes makes us feel better about
unfairness and lack of appreciation at work. Here, the credit card companies
get us coming and going. On top of profiting from us, it’s likely they have a
stake in the company that overworks and underpays. They make money
when we buy things to lift our spirits that we can’t afford.

How do you get out from under this crushing debt? Making the mini-
mum payment and carrying over debt from month to month is not the
answer. In fact, this is how the credit card companies make the most money
from your debt. Have you noticed how, as you continue to pay the mini-
mum and your balance decreases, the minimum decreases too? This guar-
antees that you will pay forever and the credit card company will receive
interest forever.

how he got to be a

millionaire.

mocha cappuccino). Pay this regularly and maintain
the same amount even though the minimum pay-
ment required decreases. It will surprise you how
quickly you can pay off this debt when you don't do
what the credit card company tells you to do.

But don’t go shopping to celebrate quite yet! Start
on your second credit card debt. Use the amount you
were paying to pay off the first card and add it to the minimum for the sec-
ond card. Continue this level of payment even though the second credit
card minimum payment decreases. Pay until the second card is paid off.

Use the amount that you were paying on the second card and add it to
the minimum payment for the third card. Continue until all your debt is
gone.

Voila! You're free and clear of all your credit card debt! But how do you
survive without a credit card?

DON'T DIAL 911 Create an Emergency Account.This is a savings account
that receives a consistent, monthly transfer from your reqular checking
account. Make sure that you can't write checks on this account or make
ATM withdrawals from it.

How do you know how much to transfer per month? Look at your “emer-
gency” expenses from the last year: tires, clothing, taxes, gifts and so on.
Didn’t you pay for your vacation with your credit card? List that too.

Add all these expenses and divide by twelve. This is how much you
should transfer per month. When one of these expenses comes up in the
future, pay for it from this account, not from your credit card.

Now that you're free and clear of debt and armed with an Emergency
Account to pay for those unexpected tire blowouts, you can go on to big-
ger and better things. Moving on out!

(Alan Kondo is a specialist in retirement and estate planning. He is a Certified
Financial Planner and a Chartered Life Underwriter. He is associated with
Transamerica Financial Resources, a Registered Investment Advisor. Write in
comments and questions to gidra@apanet.org or to Gidra c/o 231 E. Third St.
G104, Los Angeles, CA 90013.)
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KOSOVO POSTING

nationality only. Before, | thought | was defined by my educatlon, my job, my ideas, my character and,
yes, my nationality too. Being Albanian in this war makes me an orphan too, because it robbed me of the
only possession | acquired in my life—my individuality. National consciousness, perhaps even national-
ism, has been forced on people like an ill-fitting shirt. You might feel the sleeves are too short and the
collar too tight. You might not like the color and the cloth might itch. But you wear it because there is no

other.

Oh oM (T e)e] The U.S./NATO bombings
of Yugoslavia have ended. And the tremen-
dous human toll is becoming clear for all to
see.

Thousands of Serbs and Kosovo Albanians
lie dead along with the innocent, “acciden-
tal”victims at the Chinese embassy. Many
times more people are now homeless and
impoverished. '

While we are deeply sympathetic to the
plight of the Albanian refugees from Kosovo,
we also lookat the hospitals, markets, homes
and’ schools the bombings have destroyed.
We are still pondering the benefits...

- As Asian Pacific Islanders, war has been

' an integral aspect of our experience. We see

“how armed conflict has torn apart our coun-
_tries and families, destroyed communities,

““ed to the rape and murder of “comfort

women” and placed our homelands in the

hands of nations with military wherewithal
and colonial designs. As a result, we are
learning to question, pretty much, any deci-

10 GIDRA SUMMER 1999

Slavenka Drakulic

sion the United States government makes
that involves military intervention.

During World War Il, U.S. humanitarian
concerns meant Japanese Americans would

forcibly spend the duratlon of the war |n 7

Phlllppmes have campalgne_ﬁ“ agaln%ﬁ;\;
Visiting Forces Agreement that would” pro-
vide a basis on which to restore U.S. bases in
the Philippines—against the wishes of mil-
lions.

In these diverse locales, we are confront-
ed by the disturbing role of U.S. military
bases, military “aid” and defense-vested or
dependent multinationals who openly pro-

mote political repression, violence against

llustrations: Abraham Ferrer
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women, exploitation of child labor a %

abject poverty.
While millions of north Koreans are starv-
Ing due to famine, the humanitarian aid from
| the U.S. government has trickled back and
forth, contingent upon whether American
| political demands are being met satisfactori-
| ly. Hundreds of thousands of Rwandans died
in @ genocidal war while the United States
viewed from the sidelines at the behest of
an ally, France. In Africa, thousands of
refugees die every month due to lack of
water, food and medicine. Yet no emergency
alv6s have been launched. In Iraq,
%a half-million people have died
]9% due to United Nations sanctions
orchﬁstrated and backed by United
St"f‘?hés mllltgry authority.
2 0On hrurpamty s behalf, the United States
s rept | edto nuclear testing in
: e%;‘has taken a globally
e ::‘-i*'rmg the land mines
th alty littered the map.
me. .ﬁ. me/fepressive regimes in
j \bfa and Turkey remain in
th weaponry and political blessings
. Which leads us to a private
the scrutiny we give one particularly
-acious human rights cause must be
pblied consistently to all. The ethnic cleans-
| ng of Kurds in Turkey should not be ignored
because U.S. planes have been given the OK
to bomb Irag from Turkish airfields. Nor
| should massacres of East Timorese be given
less priority because of the benefits our
country reaps from Indonesian oilfields.
These are reasons to change U.S. policy
on the Kurds and East Timor, not to avoid
helping the Albanian Kosovars under attack.
While one can argue whether the ethnic
cleansing (expulsion, even) of a million
Albanians from Kosovo is any business of
ours in the United States, there are some
among our ranks who could persuasively

uuuuuu

argue that our forward leaning position in
the global scheme of things would make us
the likeliest UN. member nation to do some-
thing about Kosovo. Now under exactly what
conditions is U.S. martial law appropriate?

Activists who have protested against U.S.
involvement in Vietnam, Korea, the
Philippines, South Africa and Irag also
believe there are situations in which U.S.
military action is justified. World War Il pre-
sented a strong candidate for justifiable war
status. Kosovo might well be another.

As even allies on the same side of the
political spectrum have split, we have been

served with one of the most obvious of indi-

cations: post-Cold War foreign policy is by "
no means a settled question. For those who
consider themselves sponsors of human b

rights, social and economic justice, now is’ -

the time to arrive at a more constructive:<
alternative to interventionism and isolation-
Ism.

The U.S. involvement in Kosovo raises
gquestions about the other victims—the men
and women who have been victimized for
serving our country. And what about those
veterans’ benefits promised more than 50
years ago to enlisted Pilipinos who fought
on behalf of the U.S.in World War |I? Have

.......
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Japanese Latin Amégfcans who were arrest-
ed, kidnapped and ;alledln the United
States? &4 B 2
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, And shouldn’t we, by now,
oW how nasty things can get with history
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Morizo Nishida, three-and-a-half
years old, drew this sketch after
attending programs and a march in
support of Mumia Abu-Jamal. Son of
Misako Tsuchiya and Mo Nishida,
Morizo explained to them that it was
- Mumia. '
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By ERNESTO J. VIGOREAUX, GLENN OMATSU, WAYNE LUM and EVELYN YOSHIMURA

or Asian Americans, Mumia is a symbol—especially a symbol of our history and
our fighting spirit. Mumia is the Chinese immigrant miner confronting the !
iInjustice of the foreign miners tax and racist violence in the gold mines of !
California. Mumia is the Japanese American herded into World War |l concen-

tration camps, but he is also the courageous Japanese Americans and Japanese

Latin Americans fighting for redress and reparations. Mumia is the Filipino i
immigrant farm worker uniting with Chicanos and other workers in the common struggle for :
rights. Mumia is the Korean immigrant small business owner seeking to survive in today’s urban

frontier. Mumia is the Viethamese refugee forced to flee from one homeland due to war only to £
confront a new war against racism in a new homeland. Mumia is the Samoan resident of Carson
targeted for harassment by police and sheriffs. Mumia is the mail order bride, the exploited gar-
ment worker and restaurant worker, and the gang member on the streets and in jail. And Mumia
Is the Filipino vet fighting for equity, the garment worker demanding justice and the Asian
American college student motivated to serve her community. This is the message that we—as
Asian Americans—need to share with others. continued on page 46
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lHlustrations: Qris Yamashita

Pan-Asian WHAT?. ..

| guess you could say | grew up pretty sheltered in the L.A.
Japanese American community.

A Yonsei, or fourth-generation Japanese American, | played basketball for
a JA league and was affiliated with a church (in my case, Buddhist).| also
wrote for The Rafu Shimpo, a JA community newspaper, went to obons
(summer Buddhist temple festivals) and pounded mochi every New Year’s.

Almost every other JA | met either knew my parents, was related to me,
or their parents knew mine.

My L.A.-JA resume was complete.

But as | drove up the Interstate 5 to start my freshman year at Berkeley, |
left this community to enter another completely culturally shocking one.

As most people know, UC’s like Cal, UCLA and Irvine have become
increasingly Asian-populated. The last statistic | heard about my school was
Asians comprised around 40-45% of the student body. And | didn't need to
know numbers to feel our presence on campus.

Yeah, I'll admit | was excited at first. My high school didn’t have that many
APls, and | would finally be at a school with a large Asian community.

But, if anything, going away to college opened my eyes to all the differ-
ences between students who checked the “Asian/Pacific Islander” box on
our UC applications.

Many Asian students | met at Cal were first/second generation and
straight out of middle/upper class suburbs around Southern California.
Almost everyone would answer the typical “where-you-from?” question
with “L.A.” But when I'd ask what part of L.A., I'd get answers like “Chino
Hills,”“Diamond Bar” or “Fountain Valley.”

It was real different meeting people who received Lexuses and Beamers

14 GIDRA SUMMER 1999

for their 16th birthdays.

And it wasn't just class values that separated me from them. Political
unawareness plagues Berkeley as a whole, but particularly among the Asian
students. Most of them seemed to be solely focused on pumping up their
GPA, resume or social status.

It disappointed me that on a campus where our strength could lie in
numbers, Asians are so segregated in terms of priorities. Even the Asian
American Studies intro class for the major is dubbed “AmScam” by students,
since it’s believed to be the class to enroll in if you wanna hook up with
some hottie of Asian descent.

| grew up with parents who were involved in the Asian American
Movement when Ethnic Studies and Asian American studies were first
implemented 30 years ago at universities like Cal and UCLA. Although they
never pressured me to be the Ethnic Studies major | am today, | feel fortu-
nate that they helped me develop an awareness of the struggles APIs faced
before they were almost half a UC population.

So, | couldn’t help but be disgusted that a program so hard fought for by
my parents’ generation could be reduced to a classroom club scene. Luckily,
| didn’t limit my college experience to the campus and, because of that, |
was exposed to yet another, very different Asian American community.

My freshman year, | started working with the overcrowded public
schools and underfunded community centers in the East Bay, mainly
Oakland and Richmond. Many of the students | came into contact with
were Southeast Asian, some Chinese and Pacific Islander. Most of the
Southeast Asian students are refugees or children of refugees. All of the stu-
dents are from working class backgrounds and most are not on the college-




bound track at their school. None of them have a BMW.

| once asked some students from Richmond High School what
stereotypes there are’about Asians. | had just come from my Asian
American Studies class at Cal, where we hashed out the typical model
minority, science or business/economics major, Honda/Banana Republic-
sporting Asian.

“Everyone thinks us Asians are on welfare,” one of the girls said.

“Yeah, and that we're all holdin’dank or in a gang,” another chimed in.

| asked them what they thought about the stereotypes my class had
brought up just a few hours earlier.

They answered my question with their own.”What'’s a model minority?”

You know, the hardest thing about pan-Asian solidarity is the
“pan” part. It forces us all to step outside of our comfort zones, whether they
are constructed by ethnicity, class, home city, identity, whatever.

The experience I've had so far working with people of different nationali-
ties and tax brackets has been my real education in college. If | had just
planned my college life around books, a bong and/or boys, my life up north
would be much more sheltered.

But being exposed to these two communities of Asians up north—a small
sample of vast diversity among APls—has helped me see how one’s experi-
ences lead to different perspectives, values, and sometimes, even division.

I've often heard APIs argue against the model minority myth, but to
quash the myth, they point to Southeast Asians as “those Asians who
haven't made it.” Although it’s true that not all Asians fit the “model minori-
ty”image, is this saying that Southeast Asians are somehow the reason that

Asians really aren't as successful as perceived? This elitist mentality ?mong

- Asian Americans further contributes to the division of our APl communities.

This is why | touch lightly on the ethnicity of the students | work with,
because although a large percentage of Southeast Asian representation is
absent from higher education, but present in urban and lower income
areas, it is because of class, not nationality. A Khmer refugee immigrated
under different circumstances than a highly educated Taiwanese profes-
sional, both of whom came for different reasons than my Japanese great-
grandparents four generations ago.

Even as I've gotten a taste of how very different the worlds of various
Asian Pacific American communities can be, | also see how we are all con-
nected. No matter what our family income or nation of origin, we are all
here in America as APIs. It’s not about holding hands and singing songs, it’s
about the very real possibilities of working across community, ethnic, class
lines for the benefit of all.

I've seen it happen.

A couple months ago, the Oakland East Bay Asian Youth Center was fac-
ing the loss of city funding for its program. In response, more than 200 stu-
dents and staff members from the center joined with local college students,
parents and community members. We packed Oakland’s City Hall; and
raised loud protests. And we were heard.

It sure would be easier if | could just focus on my own life and my own
income and forget about any ties to the APl community. But my life is not
about how much me-myself-and-lI can do/make/impress. | am part of some-
thing larger, part of a community. And it’s communities like this where peo-
ple make change.
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‘Cambodian, That’s

Me’

n Long Beach, there is a group of teenage girls who want to be Long Beach Polytechnic High’s two principals, meanwhile, say they
heard. They want to let others know what it’s like growing up Khmer haven't heard from the girls since last year and can’t resolve the issue unless
American and being a young woman in the country’s largest they meet with both parties.
Cambodian enclave. Their stories will tell you—through poems and prose “They never said these specifically are the charges and we would like to
the girls wrote, and surveys they conducted—of young Southeast Asians file charges,” principal Mel Collins said.“The ball’s been in their court. It |
who deal with economic hardship, family relationships, dreams and memo- seems that when it might be politically astute for them, they bring it up.” j
ries, the realities of drugs, gangs and one of the highest teen pregnancy Mr. Collins, mentioning that he is African American, described the school |

rates in the state.

Not likely to pay much attention, though, are the school administrators
of Long Beach Polytechnic High where the girls are students. This is a story
about how an incident of inappropriate behavior from a high school
teacher has spurred a group of Cambodian teenage girls to self-awareness
and action.

Last year, government teacher Joe Sackett confiscated the photographs
some of his students were looking at during class. Mary Im, then 15, went to
see Mr. Sackett to retrieve her photos, which showed members of her youth
group demonstrating at a rally against Proposition 227.

As Mary heard it, Mr. Sackett began angrily denouncing bilingual educa-
tion.”He was flapping the pictures around, slamming his hand on the desk,”
she related. During the tirade, Mr. Sackett told Mary her youth group, which
had passed out condoms on campus as part of a sex education campaign,
was racially exclusionary and promoted sex.“You should tell those gang
whores to leave their jeans on,” she remembered him saying. Mr. Sackett
could not be reached for comment.

Mary was shocked and angry, but she wondered if she had done some-
thing wrong to trigger her teacher’s outburst.

‘Il was upset because it was my first year of high school and | never .
expected a teacher to use such inappropriate terms,” she said.“l never X AN NG TR 7L TR NI NN R AT
expected a teacher to be so mean and rude. | was scared.” < ’Q. f-;-n- : g 5‘?"“532 &%&&&&&.

Mary related the incident to other members of her group, HOPE (Health, \W | e
Opportunities, Problem Solving, Empowerment) for Girls. A community-
based youth project, they embarked on a year-long-and-counting struggle
to hold Mr. Sackett accountable and raise awareness about harassment on
campus.

The group conducted a survey of 129 female students at their school,
which found 86 percent said they've been harassed on campus because of
their race, gender or group affiliation. The majority of students surveyed
had never heard of a grievance procedure. With help from HOPE advisors
Que Dang and Diep Tran, the girls approached the school principals and
then the district assistant superintendent with a list of demands for,among
other things, teacher sensitivity training and a more youth-friendly griev-
ance policy.

e N .

Since meeting with the assistant superintendent, HOPE members said
they have been frustrated to “get the run-around”on their complaint.”l
want other girls if they're harassed by a teacher to do something about it,
instead of thinking maybe it was their fault,” Mary said.
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Young women in Long Beach take on
harrassment at their high school

By TRAM QUANG NGUYEN

as “the last place you would want to be ethnically insensitive.”

“The majority of those kids (at Poly) are Asian. For them to feel uncom-
fortable because of a comment Mr. Sackett may have made makes me won-
der what is really happening. What is the motivation?”

Mr. Collins emphasized that he is willing to reschedule any of the girls who
don’t want to take Mr. Sackett’s class next year, and that his door is open if
they want to contact him.”l feel for them because if they think (they’re being

Illustration: Jennifer Sun
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harassed) all they have to do is let somebody know. | want to be accessible.”

Principal Shawn Ashley characterized Mr. Sackett as a controversial and
outspoken teacher.

“Mr. Sackett is very vocal and has these very strong right-wing views. |
can see him getting all worked up,” Mr. Ashley said.“He certainly has the
right to be a right-wing radical if he wants to be.”

In response to a question about when a teacher’s behavior is inappropri-
ate, Mr. Ashley said, “if the attacks become personal, carry over into the
teaching, or carry over into his grading. But in a classroom we want to
encourage debate between opposing views.”

The principals said they both have met with Mr. Sackett, but employment
laws protecting the privacy of personnel matters keep them from revealing
what took place in the discussion.

HOPE members have found the administration more interested in pro-
tecting Mr. Sackett than advocating for the students. The principals don'’t, or
won't, understand the girls were uncomfortable at school because of this
incident, HOPE coordinator Diep Tran said.

“(The girls) were upset that Sackett used inappropriate language in front
of them,” she explained.“They were upset that he stated the HOPE project
was racist because it focused on Cambodian girls’empowerment.”

HOPE for Girls is a two-year-old project of Asians and Pacific Islanders for
Reproductive Health, an advocacy group that has organized young Cambo-
dian women around issues of identity, sexuality and reproductive health.

“Our ultimate goal is to have a self-sustaining group of young Southeast
Asian girls in Long Beach who mobilize the community to create change,
whether it be around health issues, environmental issues, school issues,”
project coordinator Que Dang said.”"HOPE wants to raise the voices of
young women to bring power to their community.”

Long Beach’s 40,000-plus Cambodians are concentrated at the south
end of the city, close to a strip of Khmer groceries, restaurants and jewelry
stores along Anaheim Street known as Little Phnom Penh. At nearby Poly
High, close to half of the student body is Cambodian.

Mary, 16, is now a sophomore at the school. Involvement in HOPE has led
to more awareness of her identity as a young Cambodian American woman.
Through her work with HOPE, she wants to encourage other Cambodian
girls to speak their minds and help solve problems within their community.

“When | was younger | didn’t want to have a thing to do with Cambodians.
There was a lot of bad talk about Cambodians—dirty Cambodian girls,” she
said.“When | realized more about myself... Cambodian, that’s me. If I'm
going to be proud of myself, then | should be proud of my race. Instead of
putting (my community) down, | should help it.”

As for Mr. Sackett, the girls say they have not given up their campaign to
raise awareness about harassment even though the case is closed as far as
school officials are concerned.

“People were saying, why are you making such a big deal out of nothing?”
said Cheath Monica Ching, 17.“But our motto is, if we don't do it, who will?”
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The writing featured here appeared originally in a small green
chapbook titled The Way In. Printed at a run of 255 copies, this

literary booklet documents something of the lives of these

young Cambodian writers and the community they live in.
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In the Back of My Mind

By SOTHAVY MEAS

e

- l;-;:‘:i;;é.. v The world is full of crap. Crap women must
deal with.

_ Asian people really eat dogs. Take on risks, 1
they make you stronger.

e

Conquer your fears before they get the best
of you. |

" . | | | / Long Beach has the largest population of
- | Cambodians, next to Cambodia. Many of
- e them, with the help of the government, get to

| < g . live in small, cramped houses and
| : apartments on the eastside.
2 iy i

e = : Don’t just follow. Question Authority. Don't

1 Members of HOPE for Girls hold copies of their chapbook The Way In ) Q _ L

3 : S let a MAN rule your life.

§ after their first reading in Long Beach.
Never let pride get in the way. HE can be
right. Don't regret. Deal with it.

¢ Men are sensitive sometimes. NEVER leave

1 the toilet seat up.
Some girls still want to be like Barbie. Make
yourself your top priority. The world

A revolves around you.Women are stronger.
Never wear polka dots and stripes together.

E Stop growing up so quickly and enjoy

everything. Go SKINNY-DIPPING.

Excess isnt good. Especially chocolate.
Drive at the speed limit.

Live with your parents, not for them.
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Oakland 1986, at the Age of 4
By CHEATH MONICA CHING

My parents brother and | were packed
like sardines

in our bucket

on our way to our new destination

Long Beach

Our few belongings filled the car and bed
mattresses

were tied on the roof

| wondered why we were moving

My mother and auntie our family had
always lived together

in one house

but how come | was in a car driving away
from familiarity

from the only life I've ever known

| remember thinking

It was all my fault

Maybe if | hadn't fought with my cousins
over dolls

or broken so many dishes

we would have never moved

After that | promised myself that | would
never

break another dish again, so we wouldn't
have to move

To the Lady That Thinks She Knows
By MARY IM

Don't try to act like you know me. Don't try to assume that you know my culture.You've
never experienced what I've been through as a first generation Khmer girl. You've never
experienced living up to two expectations. You've never grown up with Cambodian tradi-
tions and seen other “Americans” go to dances. You've never moped at home on a Friday
night and wished you could go to the movies with your “American” friends. You've never
seen Khmer people struggle to speak English. You've never tried to translate to both
“Americans” and “Khmers” because you're the only one who understands both languages.
You've never experienced people mimic you.You've never tried to ignore people’s teasing
and gawking at you.You've never experienced the abuse of “Americans.” You've never tast-
ed or smelled the sweet essence of Khmer Pa Hok, or mam, or kapeet. So don't tell me you
know my culture. Don't tell me you know my race. You don't know the story of the killing
fields. You don’t know the life | go through; trying to be “Khmer American.” So don't fuck-
ing tell me you know my culture. Don't act like you know, ‘cause you don’t. You don't know
a damn thing.

You've never seen your grandma cry because her daughter on the other side of the world
died.You've never seen your grandma sit behind a sewing machine and work her ass off
to pay for shelter, food, clothing and luxury things for her grandkids on the other side of
the world, living with strangers.

You were never behind a sewing machine making clothes you can't afford. You've never
stressed about making the mortgage, or talked to “Americans” because your parents don't
speak English. You've never seen your mom work at home.You've never seen her wake up
at 4:00 a.m. and go to sleep at 1:00 a.m.You've never seen your dad in pain after a long
night of making donuts. You've never, at the age of twelve, woken up at 4:00 a.m. because
you needed to help sell donuts. You don’t know what it is like to stay at a donut shop for
twenty-four hours. You don’t know and you'll never know. You'll only hear, and think you
know. But really you don’t know shit! So don't act like you know me, don't act like you
care.'Cause you don't know a damn thing.
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ETHNIC STUDIES

By NAOMI IWASAKI
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wo students, one Asian, one Black, are shooting craps on the sidewalk outside Skyline High School
in Oakland. A disagreement soon escalates into a fight. Suddenly, more punching fists and kicking
feet join the original pair. The brawl moves to campus, sucking in 60 to 70 students. The sides are
clear: Blacks vs. Asians. @ After the rumble is broken up, tension stays high. One student’s nose was
completely smashed. Many Asian students don’t come to school the next day, mostly for fear of get-
ting beat up. In the aftermath of the fight, which took place earlier this year, the students complain about the

racial tension at Skyline, and decide, among other things, they are in need of an Ethnic Studies curriculum.

“Some mediators from Youth Together (a Bay Area youth group) came a
couple days later and the Blacks sat down and vented their frustration
about Asians. Like about misunderstandings and racial ignorance,”
explained Min Lee, who will be a senior at Skyline in September.“Then the
Asians vented about their issues. Then the two groups sat together and we

decided that the biggest problem was no support from the administration.

We decided that we could help fix this with Ethnic Studies.”

With Asian Youth Promoting Advocacy and Leadership (AYPAL) spear-
heading the project, these Oakland students have made it a priority to
establish classes that not only teach their history, but also other people of
colors’ history that is absent in the standard course load.

To work against the destructive race relations at Skyline, AYPAL stu-
dents did some research to find out how to fight these problems.
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They conducted a survey of fellow high school students and found that
many were interested in learning the histories of other students of color in
order to ease racial tension.

RJ Pragasa, 15, who will be a Skyline sophomore in September, is a part
of the ES campaign.“Ethnic Studies is important for us to learn our history
and be more conscious of other people,” he says.“It breaks down racial ten-
sion because we learn about other people’s culture.”

In a school district like Oakland Unified, comprised of 90% students of
color, history lessons do not always reflect student experiences.

“As minority students we felt we needed Ethnic Studies to learn about
ourselves and other minorities,” Lee says.“The history we learn now is so

Eurocentric.
“Supposedly there are ‘multicultural education’class available for fresh-



men, but that class is bogus. All we learn is geography and stuff.”
Adds Pragasa,“It’s not just about Ethnic Studies, but who will teach it,
too. It should be up to students to pick the teachers—someone who knows

about the history and can teach it.”

With their goals and ideas mapped out, the

students have focused on the work it takes to
get to these ends.

“We've already talked to the Oakland
School Board about signing a letter of sup-
port with our demands,” Lee recalls.“Five out
of the 12 signed, and some are helping, but
others are just giving us the runaround,
telling us to ‘follow procedure’and go through
the right process to get what we want.

“Like, we approached the school board at a
rally in June, with Channel 13 coming out,
and a lot of students coming out to support
us. We managed to stop a proposition that
would give $6.3 million dollars to creating an
Oakland School District Police Department —
like we need more cops on campus! We told
them that containment does not work, and
got them to hear us. But still, they thought
the rally was too energetic and crazy, and
kept telling us,‘there is a process to follow’ for
all of this.”

Despite discouragement from some school
board members, AYPAL has, in fact, followed
this bureaucratic process. Instead of trying to

“How can a student concentrate in class if they're worried about getting
beat up? The school board is so ready to spend money on more cops. That’s
not violence prevention, that’s throwing kids in jail who don’t know better.

They could at least try to get in the community and find out its needs.”

Not only have the high school students
gone directly to their community—their fel-
low students—to figure out needs and
desired change, they have also been prepar-
ing their own curriculum. By contacting
some Ethnic Studies professors, TA's and the
Third World Liberation Front group from UC
Berkeley, they hope to get advice and sup-
port in their own Ethnic Studies campaign.

They've also been looking at other high
schools, like Berkeley High and Logan High
in Union City. These two schools already have
established Ethnic Studies programs in their
curriculum and AYPAL interviewed students
from both schools to see what works and
what doesn't.

Right now, it seems there will definitely be
a new curriculum developing in the fall. It’s
just a matter of how seriously the students
will be taken during preparation for the
class.

And these voices have a lot to say about
the quality of their education, as well as
defining who they are outside of the class-

launch a new class, the students’ strategy has
been to revamp the existing “Multicultural
Education” class into one that fits its title.

“We're trying to take that class and change
it to what we want to learn and what the sur-
veys say other students want to learn about,”
Lee explains.

While enthusiasm for the Ethnic Studies
struggle has since dwindled amongst Skyline
students, particularly during the summer,
AYPAL continues to work on it even though
the members aren’t in school now.

John Fong of Asian Community Mental
Health Services (ACMHS) elaborates on how
| students have attended advisory meetings for
| next year’s curriculum.“Not only are they giv-

T g e e P =

“People were asking me why | was work-
ing on it when it wouldn't affect me cause |
was graduating,” he recalls.“But it’s about

& H t room.
ow ca n a s u 0 “All the gains minorities made in the Civil
d e nt co “ ce ntrate Rights Movement, and the strikes for Ethnic
fading away with things like (Propositions) |
= 187 and 209,” Lee says.“And now Pete Wilson '
worrl ed a bo “t et_ wants that (Juvenile Justice Initiative) propo-
=
tl ng beat u p? h e courts full power over youth.The prison sys-
3 - tem targets youth and minorities—jail at age
school board is so i
seems to be indifferent to their needs and
intent on portraying youth as a societal dan-
m o n ey o “ m o re ger, AYPAL has gone to lengths to empower
4
c o s - Th at s “ Ot “| feel that an Ethnic Studies class should
ing their own ideas and topics on what is = start off slow,” says Joe Anolin, class of 99
taught, like the Black Panthers, etc., but also V I 0 e n c e p reve n - Skyline grad.”Something that not only cov-
how it's taught.They want teachers to be
dents researching their own heroes, foster-
and be qualified in teaching history of people i k'd - “ — I ing revolutionary thinking and getting more
of color.” n g I s l ’a l involved in community.”
Students are adamant about this last issue. h d ’t k
Particularly because, as Anolin emphasizes, w o o n n ow the fall. Despite his senior status this past
| bette r Th e c o u Id spring, he was still putting in work to see
unsupportive and unresponsive. - y that the Ethnic Studies campaign was taken
! “The whole administration is more con-
cerned about the residential property around = th t
asserts.“They can’t communicate with the I n e .c o u l;' I y
students or parents. Instead they throw sus- a n d fl “ d o ut Its bettering things for the next generation. | |
pensions out so they don't have to be respon- d 2y don’t want my kids to go through the same |
eeqgs shit | did.” |
B

2 I 'f h ; Studies at Cal and S.F. State, they're all slowly
sition on the ballot that gives police and
d t d While working against a system that
themselves with knowledge.
- ] h ers our history, but also is geared toward stu-
trained to be aware of students’ experiences tl 0 n 7 t h at s t rOW‘
Anolin, 18, will be attending S.F. State in
the administration at Skyline has been mostly
at least try to get -
the school than the students’ education,” he
sible for students’ behavior.
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op quiz, hotshot. A college Asian American Studies program is travelling at 8 courses per
semester. There’s a money bomb in the department. Once the funding goes under the surviv-
able limit, the bomb explodes.What do you do? What do you do? € Keanu Reeves has more to
do with Asian American Studies than you think. At UC Berkeley this spring, six students went on
a hunger strike and 81 students and faculty were arrested for demonstrating on behalf of the Ethnic
Studies department, which they said suffered faculty and budget cutbacks for years under university
administration. At the University of Texas, administrative delay over the appointment of a selection com-
mittee-endorsed candidate for the director of Asian American Studies led to student protests. At USC, stu-
dents of color clashed with both administration and student advisors over what they saw as the decima-
tion of their ethnic studies programs and student service program offices (see story by Elizabeth
( V¢ Sunwoo). € For this quiz, use the data provided as points T |
of departure. It's intended to give you a cursory glimpse of \
the status of various regional Asian American Studies pro- .
grams and departments.This is a field that, since its forma-
tion 30 years ago, has been the source of many personal - —
and political revelations, protests, arrests, hunger strikes, -
physical altercations and injuries to body and psyche.This is our history. & When assessing the state of
Asian American Studies in California, keep these questions in mind: Is there structural support from uni-
versity administrations? Are there adequate numbers of tenure-track faculty? Do students find the class-
es relevant, and the faculty and staff supportive of their organizing? How can individuals off campus
interact with academic programs? And lastly, what is the purpose of ethnic studies? € The researchers’
data-gathering methodology, in certain academic circles, may be considered unscientific and incompre-
hensive. Note the glaring absence of San Francisco State University, Stanford and several community,
state and UC schools—all with Asian American studies programs worthy of interest. & Surveys were sent
via e-mail to Asian American Studies programs, departments, students and faculty at colleges through-
out California. Information presented does not claim to be official statements from the programs. It is
rather the assessments of individual survey participants. € In drawing your conclusions, it’s not surprising
you should come across seeming contradictions in the data. Why do some programs thrive while others
report cutbacks and administrative hostility? What does this imply for the future of AAS? Think critically.
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Asian American Studies Programs/Departments

California State University, Fullerton

Public university
Percentage of undergraduates who are APA: 25%

Asian American Studies Program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED Minor in Asian American Studies (approved in
1996); B.A. in Ethnic Studies with an option in Asian American Studies
to start Fall 1999. Independent program in the School of Humanities
and Social Sciences.

Approximately eight classes are offered per semester, some of the
more popular being Filipina/o American Experience, Asian American
Literature, WWII Japanese American Evacuation, Viethamese
Communities in the U.S., Korean American Experience and South Asian
American Experience.

FACULTY One full-time, tenure-track AAS professor; seven full-time in
other departments; six part-time.

PROGRAM STATUS Growing. Cutbacks are not currently a problem.
Just received General Education status for five courses and more are in
process for next year. During the next year or two, the program must
increase enrollment if it is to add faculty positions and achieve depart-
mental status.

CSU Dominguez Hills

Public university
APA % Unknown

Asian-Pacific Studies Program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED Minor

Began as an Asian Studies interdisciplinary studies program and has
evolved into a combination Asian and Asian American Studies pro-
gram. The program offers approximately two classes per semester.

FACULTY One full-time

PROGRAM STATUS In transition. Trying to grow, but needs a lot of
support from the community and students.

CSU Northridge

Public university
APA 16%

Department of Asian American Studies

DEGREE(S) OFFERED B.A.(major, double major); minor

CSUN is one of two California State universities (the other being San
Francisco State University) in the 22-campus CSU system to offer a
bachelor’s degree in AAS.This spring, they graduated their first regular
class of Asian American Studies majors.

AAS began in 1990 as a department (not a program) offering a minor
and housed in the College of Humanities. The proposal for an under-
graduate major in AAS gained approval from the CSU Chancellor in
late January 1999.The department today offers roughly 25-30 classes
per semester.

FACULTY Five full-time; eight part-time

PROGRAM STATUS In transition (with the approval of the new
major). Also in a growth stage with full-time faculty hires. Enroliment in
the AAS courses is high, and as long as enrollment expectations are
met, downsizing is not anticipated. Much of the success of the major
will depend on dynamic leadership.

Pasadena City College

Public college
APA 35%

Asian American Studies program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED none

PCC is proud to have been continuously teaching Asian American and
ethnic studies since the 1960s. The interdisciplinary program (part of
Social Sciences Division) supports about four classes per semester. No
degrees are offered in any ethnic studies at PCC,

CLASSES Sociology of Asian Americans; History of Asian Americans
FACULTY One full-time; two part-time

PROGRAM STATUS Healthy and steady

University of California, Santa Barbara

Public university
APA 17%

Asian American Studies program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED B.A.; minor

Interdisciplinary program. About 10 classes per semester. Popular class-
es include: Asian American Fiction, Asian American Performance
Workshop, Gender Relations-Feminist Issues, Men’s Issues, Video
Making, Asian American Popular Culture, Social Movements and Visual
Media.

FACULTY Five full-time; two part-time; two affiliated

PROGRAM STATUS Transitional. Growing in number of majors.
Significant budget constraints and unstable faculty. Some fear of being
structurally combined with the East Asian Studies department, which
would limit the program’s autonomy and resources.

UC Berkeley

Public university
APA 40%

Asian American Studies Program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED B.A.

The program is a major offered within the Ethnic Studies department.
About 20 individual field requirement classes are offered each semes-
ter. Popular classes include: Introduction to Asian American Studies
(a.k.a.“Amscam”), Asian Americans in Politics and Public Policy, Asian
American Film and Video, Reading and Composition and Asian
American Women’s Literature.

Ethnic studies at Berkeley began in 1969, when the Third World
Liberation Front strike, made up of students of color and later followed
by White students and some faculty, demanded a space where stu-
dents could learn through non-Eurocentric lenses.

FACULTY Seven full-time; five part-time

PROGRAM STATUS The program is facing budget cutbacks as are all
other Ethnic Studies programs and departments. The number of
majors in all ethnic studies are dropping each year. As a result of stu-
dent protests and a hunger strike in May, the administration has
agreed to support eight new FTE (Full-time Equivalent) searches in the
next five years, as well as to commit university seed money for a new
institute of race and gender studies.
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Survey continues on page 45
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University of Social un-Consciousness

USC students’ concerns take a back seat to administration goals * By ELIZABETH SUNWOO

D

espite what people might think, the world here is not perfect. € There are issues intentionally being
ignored, people acting out, having tantrums and an institution taking its policies to a new level of crazy

and deranged.| can say USC has taught me some important practical lessons: know history, trust my instincts and

never trust “The Master.” € The University of Southern California might not be the most appropriate place to

describe with the phrase “institute of higher learning.” Dedicated and inspiring educators are forced to leave.

Students are harassed for merely voicing an opinion. Minority faculty members are diverted from teaching eth-

nic studies courses while others lose tenure bids. Alternative student publications are asked to submit proofs to

the administration before distribution. Cultural service center offices have been combined and downsized.

Surrounding small businesses have been overshadowed by creeping university-sanctioned commercialization.

The list continues.

These incidents are becoming a part of everyday life at USC
and have forced students to act on what we've learned here. And
that, of course, is not always in the classroom.

“The main problem between students and administration,
specifically in Student Affairs, is they say they care about stu-
dents, but they do very little to support them,” said Kamryn S.
Clark, a USC senior majoring in international relations.“Students
aren’t valued in administrative decisions.... What we need is
always second to the money.”

USC students, service workers, faculty and community mem-
bers are joining forces under some of these issues, and have
formed a loose-knit alliance spearheaded by the Concerned
Students Coalition. CSC has taken the initiative to raise public
awareness of wrongdoings by the USC administration.

Armed with USC’s history of relocating Exposition Park com-
munities in the name of development, denying workers a living
wage and current struggles on and around campus, CSC
launched an education and organizing campaign. Using perfor-
mances, flyers, discussions and one-on-one contact, CSC awoke a
_ %“ political monster from within the student population.

- a “It’s not that students are apathetic,” said Tu Tran, executive
director of the Asian Pacific American Student Assembly.“They
have all been screwed over by the university, and it is not hard for
them to see the writing on the wall. We all don’t want to wait—
until it is too late and our fears are confirmed—to show our

A e
e
R

- s o

strength. We need to prevent our fears from coming true.”
During Black History Month, anonymous flyers titled,"Where
- % ;ve all the Black administrators gone?” and “Minority student

e ff ntion is a joke” were distributed throughout campus. These
. Mfvers raised awareness among students and fear among adminis-
gsThe admin staff in Student Affairs began a witch hunt for

. connected with the flyers.

__ Through townhall discussions sponsored by the Department
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/ - cerns.They were left frustrated and upset.
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“The main problem to begin with is the decision-making
process,” said Cass T. Gualvez, a recent graduate in political sci-
ence.”lt doesn’t include students. When students do want to get
involved, the process has already begun and we are coming late
into the game.Then the university sees us as a nuisance. Then the
administration creates more antagonism.”

On July 6, 1999, Dr. Pamela Porter, director of the Center for
Black Cultural and Student Affairs (CBCSA) for nearly 20 years, was
forced to leave the university. With more than five armed guards
and four administrators watching, Porter cleaned her office and
removed her belongings.

“| came to help Dr. Porter pack and these armed guards behind
the door wouldn't even let me in or look in there,” said Lee Versoza,
a senior majoring in Asian American Studies.“How could a petite,
110-pound woman cause such a show of force by the university?”

Porter was the second of the three ethnic service center direc-
tors to leave USC this year. The dubious circumstances surround-
ing their departures confirmed students’ suspicions that a 1992
“Reorganization Plan to Create the Office of Academic and
Cultural Services” was in the process of being executed.

“While a lot of administrators and faculty have kept their
mouths shut about the lies the university tells, Dr. Porter was one
of the few people who refused to accept the university’s money
and leave quietly,” Clark said.“As a Pacific Islander student, | feel
she created the only space for us to express our want for change
and social consciousness.”

In spring of 1999, USC began construction on the existing stu-
dent union to create a new and larger center that had been planned
for nearly four years. Students were not apprised of the construc-
tion until a CSC resolution prompted an article in the April 29 edi-
tion of the Daily Trojan. Although already in construction, Jackson
said “a committee made up of faculty, staff, administration and
eight students will now create a program statement to specify
what services and spaces will be provided in the new center.”

With the insurgence of political awareness on campus, USC has
responded with the creation of committee after committee to

address issues raised by CSC.
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Throwin’ down on the man: students at USC participate in a rally protesting administrative policies towards minorities last Spring.

“I am on the student committee to advise for the student cen-
ter,” said Tran.”And it is ridiculous. They even went as far as to
label me,‘the minority student representative.’ It's too bad I'm the
only minority, and that we rarely get anything accomplished in
the few meetings we have had.”

Students have suffered consequences for speaking out.On
April 26, 1999, Clark and Gualvez were fired from the Asian Pacific
American Student Services (APASS) office after participating in a
noontime performance by CSC. Clark and Gualvez, both visible
and accomplished Asian American leaders on campus, expressed
disappointment and confusion as to why they were fired, particu-
larly because long-time mentor Jeff Murakami, director of APASS,
was behind the firing.

“The reasons | was fired are two-fold,” Clark said.“One: Jeff was
unhappy that students didn’t consult him and Two: the firing was
political. He wanted to make the university aware that he didn't
agree with students taking these political actions by punishing
Cass and . It was politically motivated and had nothing to do
with my work for over three years in that office.”

According to the April 26 termination letter from Murakami,
Clark and Gualvez were fired for “directly and intentionally provid-
ing misleading information regarding issues, programs or pro-
jects directly affecting the department.... Information that you
provided to your supervisor regarding the source of [an electron-
Ic message distributed to APASS colleagues and community part-
ners] or the nature of the concern was intentionally misleading.”

Gualvez said she was fired from APASS, “basically for my
involvement with CSC.There was no other legitimate reason. I've
been working with APASS for over two years.| don't see how he
could trust me to take care of his kids and thep tell me | was
untrustworthy in the office.| know it has nothing to do with my
performance.”

The USC administration has indicated it would not willingly
allow anyone to deter them from their goal of making USC one of
the top 25 universities in the nation.

With cultural initiatives in 1994 and the current Initiative 2000,
USC has used communities of color on and off campus to its eco-
nomic and political advantage. By disregarding students of color
and students’rights to free speech and remaining indifferent to
the surrounding predominantly Korean and Black community,
USC has narrowly defined the future of Los Angeles.

Leaders on campus, such as USC’s own student senate, have
failed to stand for and with their constituents. Instead, they buy

into the divide and conquer method and form yet another com-
mittee to “handle the issue.”

USC administrators have received copies of the CSC resolution
but have largely failed to comment. Jackson did however make
one response. It was addressed to student body president Tyler
Kelley, who has little or no involvement with these issues.

CSC recently obtained Jackson’s May 4 letter to Kelley. Jackson
concluded with these thoughts:“The CSC members have raised
good questions and have stimulated a healthy dialogue. | hope
that |, in turn have provided useful perspective.| remain willing to
talk with you, CSC members, or any other students, and student
groups. Please do not hesitate to call me.”

Just before Porter’s forced exit, Jackson left for vacation.
Individuals, CSC, and other student organizations have left mes-
sages in attempt to arrange a meeting with Jackson, but there
has been no response.

“The administration is so caught up in procedure and bureau-
cracy that the concerns students are voicing are immediately
referred to policies and procedures instead of being dealt with,”
Clark said.

The Asian American Studies program is dwindling—three pro-
fessors have left and one was denied tenure this year—yet Asian
American Studies faculty are the only professors teaching core
American Studies and Ethnicity classes which includes African
American and Chicano/Latino Studies majors and minors.
Meanwhile, student leaders have scheduled a meeting with
Murakami regarding the actions he took in August.

CSCis in the process of establishing a statewide meeting for
organizations and individuals ready to unite for change in higher
education. For information, questions, updates and links to news
articles, review the CSC website at
http://members.xoom.com/studentpwr/ or email to studentp-
wr@xoommail.com.

As the university banks on terms like multiculturalism, diversity
and inclusiveness, many students may find themselves believing
in a comfortable, lovely world where trying is enough. Now isn't
that perfect, dahling?

(Elizabeth Sungmin Sunwoo is a recent graduate of USC, the past dir-
ector of the Asian Pacific-Islander Student Outreach, past vice-chair
of the Asian Amerian Student Assembly, past co-chair of the Student
Action Coalition and was a teaching assistant for Critical Issues in
Race, Class and Leadership in Education offered through APASS.)

SUMMER 1999

GIDRA 27

Photos courtesy of Concerned Students Coalition

e S — — il ——
(AT PR ']

.




i R

GIDRA | MISEDUCATED

From Taiwan, With Love

By reputation a harmless summer lark, the infamous Love Boat can also be a subtle
game of international proportions. Set a course for adventure.*By ELLEN D. WU

Ellen Wu’s
Friendly Glossary

PRC: People’s Republic of China,
a.k.a. “Mainland China”; run by the
Communist party.

ROC: Repubic of China, a.k.a
“Nationalist China” or “Free
China” (which | don't like to use);
run by the Nationalist Party, known
as the Kuomintang (KMT) in
Mandarin; located on Taiwan.

M e e i o AR O L S
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The author (right) and friends
(from left: Ming Chang, Amy
Hsiao, Eugene Hsiao) in front
of the Hard Rock Cafe some-
where in the middle of Taipei
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low jobs, dance clubs and abortion
rumors—sordid details of society's
underbelly, or typical summer camp
escapades? Well, the latter, for our purposes
at hand.These, for many young Asian
Americans, describe none other than the

legendary Love Boat.

Dubbed by 1996 participant Denise Yee as the "quin-
tessential Chinese American youth experience,” the Love
Boat, a.k.a. Jian Tan, a.k.a. the Overseas Chinese Youth
Language Training and Study Tour to the Republic of
China, is an annual event for college-aged ABC’s (Amer-
ican-Born Chinese) and their counterparts from around
the globe. Each July, students gather on Taiwan soil—con-
trary to popular belief, it’s not a cruise—to partake in
nearly six weeks of hard core “educational” partying.

But is it more than just a month and a half of whirl-
wind romances and Taiwan Beer® hangovers? There seem
to be too many factors involved to write off the Love Boat
as an extended drunken orgy for spoiled Chinese
Americans. A critical look reveals much about the role of
U.S.-born Asians in international relations.

According to a 1995 Amerasia Journal article by UC
Berkeley Ethnic Studies professor L. Ling-chi Wang, the
Taiwan government has made many attempts to curry
the favor of generations of overseas Chinese.The
Republic of China (ROC) has been almost obsessed with
“retaining the Chinese cultural identity, if not political and
economic loyalty” of all Chinese in the diaspora through a
complex system of ideology, theory and policy. Wang
dubs it “extraterritorial domination.”

After the conclusion of the Chinese Civil War in 1949,
the Nationalists, or Kuomintang (KMT), were relegated to
the tiny island while their adversaries, or Communists,
loomed large on the Mainland. So the KMT fortified their
efforts. Enter the Love Boat.

B

ANCHORS AWAY

The Study Tour is a 33 year-old Cold War baby. Sponsored
and staffed by Taiwan’s Overseas Chinese Affairs
Commission and the China Youth Corps, the program tar-
gets college-aged overseas Chinese, serving them a smor-
gasbord of summer activities in hopes of “increasing their
ability to use the Chinese language, to understand
Chinese culture and history and to see firsthand the
achievements of the Republic of China,” as stated in the
itinerary handbook.

It would be hard to find a more popular and well-
known program among ABC co-eds. The Study Tour start-
ed in 1966 with five people (sounds like some odd lovin’
going on!); the next year, there were 102. Since then, sign-
ups have skyrocketed to 945 in 1989 and 1,075 in 1997.

What draws the big crowds?

When students arrive, they do indeed encounter a slew
of programs designed by the ROC bigwigs “to give the
students a multi-faceted and deeper understanding of
their motherland, that they may experience for them-
selves the true meaning of the phrase ‘blood is thicker
than water” (read: extraterritorial domination).

Mandarin training, Chinese cultural classes such as
stick fighting and zither playing and field trips to local
attractions like the National Palace Museum have all been
part and parcel of the Love Boat over the past three
decades. At the end of the five-week stint, the students
pile on buses for the “trip down South”—the “tour” after
the “study.” Again, they hit the hot tourist spots—Sun
Moon Lake, Hualien, Kenting'’s National Park—and a few
tepid ones, like the Kaoshing Air Force Academy. It’s part
of the “master plan.”

But when school’s out, do “model minority” types really
want to sit in classrooms practicing their bo po mo fo’s?
Come on, it's summertime.

Angela Lee, a 1995 attendee, had looked forward to
the chance to beef up her linguistic capabilities and cul-
tural know-how. She was disappointed, though, with the
results and said it was the “wrong setting” that left little
time for homework.

Tony Yang, a 1992 participant, said he learned “very lit-
tle,” not so much because of the curriculum,“but the fact
that everyone on campus spoke English and we were
bused everywhere in our own group, never really being
forced to speak Chinese for anything.”

How much more “Chinese” you become depends a lot
on how much you already know. The less you know, the
more you appreciate.“This program was meant for peo-
ple that never had Chinese culture,” said Lillian Lee, a
1996 Love Boater.“That was kind of like me, raised in
Texas with no idea of what it's like to be Asian.”

Others, who may have already visited Taiwan, have a
“tell-me-something-l-don‘t-already-know” attitude.“We've
seen all that before. We used to go to Chinatown every
weekend when we were kids,” one Southern California
native said of her 1988 trip.

Attempts to celebrate and reinforce Chinese-ness
involve a purposeful process of defining students’ ethnic
identity and homeland.The KMT exercises extraterritorial
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domination by calling the participants “Overseas Chinese”
rather than their personal preferences for “Taiwanese
American,”“Chinese American” or just “Asian.” The
Nationalists also repeated|y refer to Taiwan as the “home-,
“mother-" or “fatherland.”

Glenn Mar, a 1984 alumnus, disagrees with the desig-
nation.“In the program, they'd say,'Welcome back.
Welcome back to your home-
land,”” said Mar.“And we all knew
enough to realize, geographical-
ly, that was not our homeland,
but they would say that to us. So
that had to make you think,
what's going on?”

The fact that participants hail
from a number of places—North
America, Europe, Africa, Australia,
Central and South America—
complicates the notions of iden-
tity and “home.”

The most significant butting
of heads, however, comes with
the political motivations behind
the Study Tour. The KMT—boot-
ed out of the United Nations in
the '70s—has always been interested in rallying students
to their side of the Bamboo Curtain.“We ask them if there
is anything they can do diplomatically, through their own
Government, to help us,” an official for the ROC’s San
Francisco Consulate explained in a 1972 issue of the Asian
American-interest Bridge magazine. An orientation letter
to the participants’ parents warned,“Pro-Communist pub-
lications and dangerous drugs are strictly prohibited.” The
letter was dated May 19, 1989.

Even the name and purpose of co-sponsor China Youth
Corps points to the Nationalists’ agenda: the literal English
translation of their name is “Chinese Youth-Communism
Nation Saving Organization,” and their mission statement
vows “to promote the concept of democracy”in Taiwan'’s
“fight against Communism.”

The administration delivers its message in obvious and
not-so obvious ways on the tour. During the '70s and ‘80s,
indoctrination methods included daily flag raisings,
singings of patriotic songs, visits to military bases and
Mainland refugee testimonies, all preaching a pro-
Nationalist stance. Throughout the '90s, the KMT has con-
tinued its crusade with speakers and slide shows.

Schenley Chen recalled from his 1995 trip watching a
film that juxtaposed the ROC and PRC's histories. The film

was “obviously propaganda,” Chen said.”It’s all negative
negative about China, and here’s positives about Taiwan.”
Mar described a similar slide show in 1984:“They said,
in 1952 (sic), the government of China moved to the
island of Taiwan. Like that was it. Like they moved into a
bigger house or something. We didn't lose a war, or any-
thing. We didn’t get our butts kicked or anything. They
didn't even mention Mao."

THE LIVING IS EASY

The government also rolls out
the red carpet for the stu-
dents—police-escorted motor-
cades and air-conditioned
rooms, for example—as part of
Its strategy to up its internation-
al status. This year the cost of
the program, funded by govern-
ment subsidies, is astoundingly
low—S$400—considering that it
covers nearly six weeks of room,

Ellen and friend Eddy Chen pose in frontof two  Doard, tuition, entertainment
lounging Buddhas (!) at the local Buddhist
Monastary (that’s them on the right)

and travel.

“Taiwan is promoting this trip
at a reasonable price, in fact,
probably a bargain basement price, to give us a mindset
that when we get back to America (we would) think
Taiwan is great,” said Chen.

An economic agenda also underlies the Study Tour,
since the ROC’s standing in international finance organi-
zations is linked closely with its political status. The
Nationalists have worked to encourage the flow of
American capital into the ROC by including activities
related to commerce and “economic progress”in the
Study Tour itinerary such as visits to Taipei’s World Trade
Center.

In promoting itself as a bastion of capitalism, Western
investment and democracy, Taiwan implies that the PRC’s
socialist system is inferior—an increasingly crucial point
to make as the Mainland becomes more and more “liber-
al” and capitalistic, offering a vast, untapped market for
American goods.“Consider it a long infomercial,” said
1994 alumnus Garrick Yan.

The participants’ class and educational backgrounds
further suggest that the Study Tour is all (OK, maybe part-
ly) about the benjamins, baby. The overwhelming majority
is college students; the list reads like an Asian parent’s wet
dream—UCLA, Cal, Harvard, MIT, Stanford. Even the per-
ceived status or prestige of applicants’ institutions are

ABCFLASH

(Asian Buying Consortium)
Message Forum | LOVE BOAT

ABC FLASH Message Boards
1/15/99 LOVE BOAT

http://www.abcflash.com/extfr/msgboards.html

from: woNgu/
ddte: tue, mdy 4, 1999
3:30 P.M.

tHe Love bodt, d.k.d. JidN
tan, if d tdiwan
goverNment [poNfored
“culturdl” progrdam for
overfedS cHiNefe. wHile it
profeffef to be for LdN-
gudde dNd culturdl
eNricHMmeNt for ovetfed/
cHiNe/e WHo dre Not df
clofe to tHeir root/, it if
dctudlly oNe big pdrty for
YOUNd overfed) cHiNefe
from dlLL over tHe world.
it’f cHedp dNd d Lot of
FUN.

You petter do. you
MmigHt fiNd Your future
wife! (or HufpbdNd!)

From: dNONYMoUS
ddte: sdt, mdy 22, 1999
1213 P. M.

JouNndS Like tdiwdN Love
podt if d gredt fodp
operd [fetting. mdy[be]
JomeoNe could write d
Jtory dNd make d tv [eri-
dlL. tHif would redlly
deNerdte fome good rtolef
for dfidN dmericdN
dctorf/dctreffe[!
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from: cHUN LI
ddte: sat, mdy 22, 199
11: 05 P.AA.

oH, YedH, ferioufly. Here
would pbe My Jtory:
alifd = Likef alex

alex = Like/ JoHN

JoHN = LikeS tdmmy

tammy = LikeS thHe
UNtoucHdple couNJfelor
Ndmed jameS

jame/ = LikeS jane

jane = LikeS alifd

problem: tHey oNLy
Hdve 6 week/ to get
tHeir mdN/WoMmdN! ANd
tHeY’'re dLL frieNndS, ON

tHe fdme floor, goiNg out

everyady... .

fide aueft = How MdANY

cdN fcrew edcH otHer IN
tHe [ix week/?

from: cHUN Li
date: sat, mdy 22, 1999
11:07 P.M.

or tHif:

if jdame/S Likef jadNe, dNd

jdNe LikeS alifd, whHile
alifd LikeS alex, dt tHe
fdme time wHile aleX
Like/ joHN, dNd WHeN
joHN redlizef tHdt He
LikeS tammy dNd tdmmy
likeS jameS, wHo will
‘crew wHo firft? (5 pt/.)

o
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important considerations in the selections process, said
1994 camp counselor Vincent Fan.

For the KMT, selection of the créeme de la creme
increases the likelihood of having participants who will
pursue careers that will allow them the capital to engage
in transnational business practices and leisure activities to
pad Taiwan's purse. They may have more access to politi-
cal resources in the United States, such as influence on
key figures or organizations, than the average Joe Wang
or Jane Ling.

However, even if alumni sympathetic to the ROC or its
people do rise to positions of prominence, public support
is not guaranteed. Monterey Park Mayor Pro Temp Judy
Chu, a 1970 alumna, is a case in point. Since more than half
of Chu’s constituents are of Chinese ancestry of varying
national origins, she focuses solely on American concerns.

“As a local politician, | make a deliberate attempt to
stay out of international politics, because people look at
what | do,” said Chu.”If | go politically on the Taiwan side,
then | may alienate those who are pro-China. That's not
really my purpose here.”

So just how successful is the Study Tour in promoting
KMT ideals? One 1973 alumna saw that “capitalism was
alive and living well in Taiwan. And it didn't seem to, in my
mind, benefit everybody.” She returned home as a “con-
firmed Socialist.”

There are also those who emerge as staunch support-
ers of the Nationalists. But most fall somewhere in
between, indifferent or at best more aware of the situa-
tion.Very few, if any, though, become activists on behalf
of the island’s plight. Alan Tien,a 1991 alumnus, described
the “exaggerated glory” of the presentations as “a little
gung ho for American tastes.”

There is also little discussion on the Tour of native
Taiwanese independence. Ethelind Cheng, a 1996 alumna,
and Jocelyn Wang, a 1997 alumna, both who identify as
Taiwanese American, noted with displeasure that instruc-
tors did not teach Taiwanese language classes or
acknowledge questions during lectures.

To be fair, the Study Tour is often successful in reinforc-
ing the Chinese identities of the participants as well as
fostering their interest in Chinese culture. Many return
with arms full of Jacky Cheung CDs and a newfound
fondness for boba milk tea.

But it is the social nature of the Study Tour that truly
takes the dan gao. Note the overwhelming evidence: first
and foremost, the infamous Love Boat meat-market repu-
tation, of which kids, moms and dads are all aware.“It’s no
accident that your parents tell you about this,” says Mar.

The most memorable excursions for students are fre-
quently the “extracurricular activities"—midnight runs to
Kiss La Boca and 2 Kinky, shopping, eating and other
affairs that lead to gossip like,“l heard that five girls got
pregnant last year!”

The Study Tour has resulted in countless lasting friend-
ships that have led to a loose worldwide network of
alumni, not to mention numerous personal Love Boat
webpages that wax nostalgic.

“The entire experience itself is like being initiated into
a club of sorts where you can readily identify with a set of
experiences (clubbing, drinking, skipping class, being

At a Chinese Opera performance for the Study Tour
students (from left): The author, an unidentified opera
performer, and Lillian Lee

brainwashed, etc.) when you meet someone else who
went on the trip,” said Cheng.

The activities of alumni groups like the now-defunct
CAUCUS and the current Monterey Park-based Study Tour
Alumni Association (STAA) are predominantly social—pic-
nics, parties, ski trips—again attesting to the failure of the
KMT agenda.

“We try to stay away from the political. We let other
people make their own decisions,” said Pierre Wuu, found-
ing director of STAA.

DOMINATION IS A TWO-WAY STREET

Over the past 33 years, Taiwan's political circumstances
have changed significantly. A growing pro-independence
faction challenges the KMT's long-standing goal of a

Continued on page 46
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sTorY & ILLusTRATIONS BY MICHELLE BANTA

Green packages of dried mangoes, jack fruits, sour and sweet tasting sam-

BUTO NG TSIKO

RS e o R palok and carefully wrapped bundles of ube candies were layered

between folded imitation t-shirts marked Guess and Boss. There was
something for everyone in Daddy En our grandfather’s balikbayan box. Before Daddy En would arrive,
Mom instructed us to be very appreciative of what we would receive. My older brother Rancis smiled and
nodded accepting the American-Brand named-Philippine-made t-shirts, and Michi and | graciously
accepted our usual box of soen cotton underwear.They were gifts from cousins and older uncles and aun-

ties who we—us Amerikanos—had never met. But for Mom, Daddy En brought something different. @
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“Ito ay buto ng tsiko,” he said as he presented her something small,
black and shiny. Mom looked at the thing in her hand. We thought,
Buto—seed or bone in Tagalog—but we were not sure which one it
was. Rancis, Michi and | just waited until she would show us.

Mom cupped her hands together holding what turned out to be a
shiny black stone that was shaped like an eye.“This is the tsiko seed,”
she said. She began describing the place from which it had come.The
tsiko tree grew in her grandmother’s land in Imus back home in the
Philippines. Lola Imang, mom’s grandmother, our great grandmother,
grew puno ng buko, guyabano, siniguelas, mangga, saging—the tsiko
gave the most shade.The branches of the tsiko, thick strong wooden
vines, grew upwards and sideways. It was also the oldest tree in Lola
Imang'’s yard, having been there even before she was born almost a
hundred years ago. The earlier great-grandmothers and grandfathers
built a papag-a bench from a plank of wood, bamboo and rope. Over
the years the wood became smooth from the uncles, aunties and bisita
who rested under the shade of the tsiko tree. It was Mom’s favorite
place.

“Ay naku, wala na ang tsiko. Sayang. Napaka suerte ang puno na
iyan. Sayang.” No more tsiko. A waste. It was a lucky tree too. What a
waste. After Lola Imang’s death, the tree had been cut along with all

the other plants. Lola Imang’s house made of pawid at kawayan—nipa
palms and bamboo, the dirt floor and a water pump had been taken
apart. A new western looking house with white walls and tiles replaced
what she knew as home. Cement was poured over the land.The slab of
concrete prevented remaining roots from re-emerging.

Mom closed her eyes to hide her tears. We felt awkward watching
her cry. We sat silently—kids on our best behavior. In her mind she
revisited her childhood and reminisced of drinking warm milk taken
from the kalabaw. She played with shells with the other kids. When
they were hungry they would pull the tsiko fruit right from the tree.
Brown, soft and smooth on the outside, they would press the fruit
open with their thumbs. The brown and gold threads that made up
the watery meat of the tsiko burst from the middle. Because we had
never been to the Philippines, Lola Imang’s trees, the taste of kalabaw
milk and the tsiko fruit were all things we tried to imagine. Mom'’s
childhood stories co-mingled with our own. From each memory she
revisited, Mom would tell us about the unchanged places in her mind
and the people she knew.

Mom looked at the seed and admired its eye-like shape. This tree
could only grow in a place with constant rain and hot and thick air to
nurture it. California is a desert.

“| make things grow,” the eight-year-old thought to herself. Krystal, the
youngest of the three, would scratch the mud that dried on her arm
and between her fingernails. For Krystal, there was no point to washing

NAGDIDILIG AKO

|I’'m watering plants

her arms and feet. Summer vacation meant growing tomatoes, zucchinis and red and green peppers.
Then there were those vegetables for Pilipino foods that her grandfather Daddy En planted: the upo
squash, talong—a purple watery vegatable for soup, and sile—tiny hot chili peppers. She had been too
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young to help him plant those seeds. But now, with Daddy En having
passed away, and having just finished the third grade, she felt old
enough to take care of the real vegetables.“They're Daddy En’s pinoy
plants,” she thought, and she gave them special attention. As for the
other plants, Krystal's system of growing them came easy. First she
placed the seeds in little cups with moist napkins, waited for a sprout,
the stems to shoot up and finally the leaves to unfold. When the plants
were large enough, she replanted them in the back yard. That was in
the spring. Now the plants had grown to almost her height.

After working under the sun, Krystal found shade under the upo
plant’s vines. The stems twisted and coiled through the wire and wood
structure Daddy En built. She had just finished watering all the plants.
From her special place she could see all her hard work. Within a few
more days the talong would be ready to pick.“Daddy En would be

GIDRA SUMMER 1999

proud,” she thought. In the corner of the yard, there was still an empty
piece of land. Krystal wondered what to do with it. She suddenly
remembered the special seed that Daddy En brought for Mom. Krystal
ran into the kitchen to find it. Using the stool for height, she jumped
onto the countertop and scoured the shelves. She found a small con-
tainer that kept mom’s things. Sure enough, the seed was there.
Krystal picked up the seed.“It’s so shiny and black, maybe | should-
n't plant it,” she thought to herself. But the excitement of seeing more
shiny seeds and tasting its fruit convinced her to plant it. Using her
school-taught methods, she nestled the seed between moist napkins
in a styrofoam cup. But as soon as the seed was moistened, the seed
was no longer a closed shiny eye. A small sprout pushed its way from
the side of the seed and tiny roots split the seed open. Within minutes
the roots pushed against the sides of the cup. Impressed with her gar-




dening skills, Krystal ran to the backyard with the cup in her hand. She
placed it down, and began digging a hole in the barren corner of the
yard. The seed was no longer a seed but a speedily growing sprout in
need of planting.”l really make things grow!” she thought to herself.
Krystal tried to dig as much as she could while the sprout uncurled.
Though the hole was hardly the size of her hand deep, she placed the
roots and the sprout into the ground and patted the soil with her
hands. She then took the hose and watered the sprout. All the while,

3 BENGKONG

the sprout continued to grow into thick stems.

“Mom! The Tsiko seed is growing!” Krystal yelled.“Mom! Come here!
Mo—." Before she could finish the sentence one of its stems had
grown into a trunk and its branches stretched further out. In minutes it
had become a full tree, three times the size of Krystal. The branches
grew in haphazard ways and leaves the shape of hands emerged from
all directions. Krystal found herself under the leafy foliage, in awe and
unsure of what to think.

The leaves began to suffocate her and the air became warm and thick. She
pushed the leaves away and made her way free from the lower branches. The
sound of young voices speaking Tagalog startled Krystal. Behind the branches

she saw other Pilipino kids her age huddled in a crowd, their attention drawn by something in the center.

Sweat trickled from her forehead and into her eyes. She blinked twice and looked around. Green every-

where! Wild plants with large broad leaves and trees with fruits that she had never seen before grew alto-

gether without order. The sweat, the thick hot air and the soft wet mud that squeezed through her toes

were enough to prove that this was real.

“Sino ka?” Krystal quickly turned and jumped back as if she'd seen a
ghost. A skinny brown little girl tapped her back.“Sino ka?” the girl
repeated. Krystal could not answer. For what she knew, she had never
known any one her age who could speak Tagalog fluently. The only
people who had spoken to her in Tagalog had always been the elders.
The only words she felt comfortable saying were “00” which meant
‘yes” and “hindi” which meant “no.” These words were always followed
with “po” as a sign of respect towards the elders.

“Sino ka?" The girl asked for a third time.”Ano an problema mo?”
Krystal gave a nervous smile. Problem? she asked herself, and sadly she
thought again, / don’t know how to speak.

The girl continued asking her questions:

“Bakit hindi ka mag salita?” Why aren't you talking? Krystal could not
give an answer. Nor could she even make a sound. Everything seemed
strange and foreign but at the same time familiar and close to her. She
and the girl looked so much alike. Their shiny black hair and brown
skin were the same, but the girl’s words and Krystal’s words—were dif-
ferent.

“Ano ang pangalan mo?” What is your name?

“Saan ka nakatira?” Where do you live? Krystal only replied with more
smiles.The girl took another breath and asked her another question:

“Nawala kaba?” Are you lost? “Dahil hindi ka nagsasalita at ayaw

mong sumagot, tatawagin nalang kitang Bengkong!” Which meant,
because you do not speak or answer, | will call you Bengkong. The girl
explained “Ang Bengkong ay malaki ang tenga at nakausli,” she said as
she pointed at Krystal’s large ears.

“Bengkong?”Krystal repeated.

“B-e-n-g-k-0-n-g.” The little girl spoke slower this time and sounded
out each letter for Krystal to understand.“Ang Bengkong ay m-a-l-a-k-i
ang t-e-n-g-a at n-a-k-a-u-s-I-i." The girl said slowly and more drawn
out.She pointed at Krystal’s large protruding ears as she said tenga.

“Bengkong?”Krystal asked again.

“Bengkong.” They said together. Krystal smiled as a way of showing
that she would accept her new name.

“Ako ay si Mey.” And she pointed to herself.”"Mey,” she repeated,
pointing to herself again.

Mey? My Mey? My Mom Mey? Krystal realized that she had travelled
back to what the tsiko seed had meant to her mother. She looked at
her new special friend. This little girl would be her mother.They were
both thin.The same brown color, the curve of the eyebrows, and their
smile almost mirrored each other. Krystal remained silent and stared at
her child-version mother.”Mag laro tayo.” Let’s play, Mey said as she
took hold of Krystal’s arm.Together they rushed toward the crowd of
children assembling.
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Fu-Schnickens

asta Killa. Ghostface Killah. The Five
Deadly Venoms. Kung-fu movie titles? Or
rapper names? Nowadays, it’s hard to tell
with more and more of the hip-hop gener-
ation grafting on identities that originate from
Chinese martial arts cinema. The most obvious his book, “Twisted Tales 1
example is Staten Island’s (aka Shaolin’s) Wu-Tang Philly,” Spady proceeds td’:
Clan, who single-handedly ushered in hip-hop’s anthropological studies in the attempt |

kung-fu fascinations back in 1993 with the release Africans were the original Chix . -
of their “Enter the Wu Tang (36 Chambers)”—both approach that fails to adequate ‘“ 2xplain what =
the title of the album and their own name are ancient diaspora has to do with modern-day y

taken straight from kung-fu lore. culture.
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ore likely a culprit
is from the more
recent past: the
1970s era of funk
music, blaxploitation and

f ~ Black Power. During this

time, Black neighborhood

 theatres started program-

ming kung-fu movies by
people like Bruce Lee or
the Shaw Brothers (a major
Hong Kong studio at the
time) just as blaxploitation
flicks (i.e. Superfly, The
Mack) began to peter out.
The crossover influence is
most obvious in examples
like Lee’s epochal “Enter
the Dragon” (co-starring
Black sex symbol Jim Kelly)
and soul singer Carl
Douglas’ surprise 1974 hit,
“Kung-Fu Fighting.”

At the same time, Black
Power advocates also saw kung-
fu as a viable means of self-
defense against a hostile
American public and police
force. Jeffrey 0.G. Ogbar, profes-
sor of history at the University of
Connecticut, notes, “There was
this growing fascination in the
African American community
with kung-fu. You had kung-fu
classes and clubs springing all
across the Umted States. Part of

...........

f’_’v.;:-:_'::_._ that came out of some af the

xxxxx

Saturdays on Channel 5.°”

Chang also surmises that kung-fu’s appeal within
the urban, Black community has to do with shared
mythologies and themes. “Most martial arts have
central themes of loyalty, vengeance, brotherhood
and the fight of a few against many. Think of how
many martial arts movies start out with a family
getting slaughtered and it’s the protagonist’s mis-
sion to get vengeance? How many African American
men can you imagine that don’t feel that same kind
of oppression? To the extent that any of us feel that
oppression, those are the things that tie us to mar-
tial arts movies...because there’s something tri-
umphant in it. It’s so much about the underdog.”

Another crucial point of connection is the focus
on style and skill that plays such an important role
In both hip-hop rhymes and kung-fu technique. You
can see this connection made explicitly with the
Wu-Tang’s Genius, who entitled an album “Liquid
Swords” in metaphoric tribute to both his own deft
verbal talent and kung-fu imagery.

Whatever the reasons, it’s clear that hip-hop has
embraced many elements of kung-fu culture. A more
utopian perspective would suggest that with Asian
Americans lacking their own visible public culture,
kKung-fu’s prominence in music and film—as evi-
denced by the growing popularity of Jackie Chan
and Jet L1 in American cinema—at least provides
some level of cultural exposure. However, whether or
not kung-fu’s vogueness translates into any
social/cultural benefits for Asian Americans is far
from certain.

UConn’s Ogbar points out that kung-fu has come
into hip-hop culture mostly through the market of
cultural consumption: “There is a commodification
of Asian culture there. I’m not exactly sure how deep
this appreciation for Asian culture, people go.
Risking coming across as very cynical, | would argue
that this 1s more of a superficial type of apprecia-
tion, nothing of real substance. | don’t know if
there’s any evidence in hip-hop that it goes beyond
just a cultural by-product of Asia and not so much
about the people, history, local dynamics or so on.”

Kisu Sifu droppin’
Northern Shaolin Style
with hip-hop sounds at

The Harmonious Fist
6111 Lindenhurst Ave.
Los Angeles

(323) 934-0909
www.harmoniousfist.com

Photo: Ernesto Vigoreaux

.How many martial
arts movies start out
with a family getting
slaughtered and it’s
the protagonist’s
mission to get
vengeance? How
many African
American men can
you Tmagine that don’t
feel that same kind of
oppression? Those are
the things that tie us
to martial arts
movies...because

there’s something tri-
umphant in it. It’s so
much about the
underdogqg.”

Sophia Chang
Former Manager
Razor Sharp
Records
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specially given the history of Orientalized spectacle
and exotification within American popular culture, the
sudden interest in kung-fu resembles, at times, similar
T fads in fashion (Chinese gown-inspired formal wear),
S o music (Martin Denny and Les Baxter’s “exotica” records of the
o 1950s) and food (Asian/Western “fusion” cuisine).
N A Chinese American hip-hop trio, Philadelphia’s Mountain Brothers,
once ran afoul with some record executives infatuated with kung-fu stylis-
: & tics.

. “There was one dude who was connected to a major hip-hop label who
) ; suggested that we do things like pretend we’re fighting for the mic
onstage, and wear monk robes and chant and hit gongs,” shares Chops of
.. the Mountain Brothers.

. However, what needs to be said also is that not all examples of cultural
. o O adoption (either of Asian culture by African Americans or African
o .~ .. American culture by Asian Americans) is necessarily blind appropriation.
& L " & _________ example Feng wryly notes that the kung-fu/hip-hop craze, “is clearly
. ' o R . L mbTe :sensnwe tha'n Madnnna s fascmatlon with [the book and upcoming

N R S A s S

- o e As well, Sophia Chang is adamant in warning that it’s
& N R R R S R R — AN M e ::;: };:'j-*. too easy to make snap judgments based on superficial
2 B8 i S b B TR eI e - e o B Dbservati Dn Stﬁt] ng’ “Un] ess ynu have a conve rsatlnn

, N o AN g N ae amens 80
. S oM s T o w1th (rappers) about (kung-fu culture), how will you
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.'-_-"_his master in Grand Royal Magazme (#4). “All art is now
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N ters (RZA of hip- hop musrc ?an Mmg of kung-fu). There’s a level that you
o get to when you ve mastered your art that eases your communication with

. other masters.”
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....... terms of coalltlon-bui!ding—an understanding of people (between commu-
nities). | think the seed is there—if that germinates or not remains to be
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DEATH S ENTENCES:

nown as England’s “foremost political pop group,” the Asian Dub Foundation is
a band on a mission. Not given over to abstract rhymes about revolution, ADF
grounds their music in epic political struggles. Equal parts jungle propulsion,
dub skank, punk edge, hip-hop rage and Qawwali uplift, their music is no liber-

al multicultural smoothie-blend—it’s a militant, stylistic tour de force. ® ADF co-
- founders Dr. Das and Chandrasonic were once East London teachers, deeply inspired by the

~ black and yellow noise of Michael Franti’s thundering mid-80s industrial/hip-hop band, the
':Beatnig’“i.;'ﬁ:iﬁé of thé ﬁrst hip-hoﬁﬁ gi'oﬁps to feature Blacks and Asians side by side), running

music teclmology workshops for dlsadvantaged South Asian youth. Out of the workshops,

Py t ilti-generational ADF was born. ® Their 1995 debut, Facts and Fictions, captured the
"~ rage,ambition and power of Britain’s emerging second generation of Asians. When they cut
' __ the ear-shatteﬂng “Free Satpal Ram" in 1997, they pushed the British Asian political prison-
er’s case into the spotlight. Ram was imprisoned for life in 1986, after defendmg himself 1

- against a racist attack He has since suffered racist beatings at the hands of prison constab-
ula ries. More recently, ADF has closely followed the oﬂ‘lcml mqmry into the death of Stephen |

death there while the cops interrogated his friends. ® At a time when the American hip-hop a
o s commumty is reactmg to the vicious police murder of Amadou Diallo in New York City, and
—— * rallying against Mumia Abu-Jamal’s death sentence, ADF’s righteous rage is timely and wel-

come. But none of the politics would matter if they werent dope. And ADF’s album, Rafi’s
Revenge, was easily one of the best albums of last year. ® Writer Jeff Chang spoke with Dr.
Das about dub attitude, community building and anti-racist politics.

Q: You got started at the East End program called Community Music.

A: | first started there in 1990. (Community Music is) different to the music teaching that
takes place in schools. It’s a very non-elitist approach, and inclusive, to enable people with
relatively little music experience to be able to perform with people with relatively more
experience.

Q: Music for the masses, as it were.
A:You could put it like that.
Q: Recently, the Stephen Lawrence report seemed to ignite a national debate in

Britain about what the term “racism” really means, and whether you could call the
police “institutionally racist.” What are your thoughts about that debate? =

TALKING RACE WITH ASIAN DuB FOUNDATION ®* By JEFF CHANG
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| 1dentity with the
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Jeople who have
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lieople, Afro-
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A:We'd actually written a song that came out of the inquiry. We were dealing with the corrup-
tion aspects of it, which seem to have been almost neglected in the report.The police have
reacted as if they've got the wrong end of the stick. They’re not realizing “institutional racism”
means procedures, directives, racism that you are not actually aware of, practices. All of that
really needs to be challenged, not just in the police force, but in the judicial system, in the
prison system as well. There has still been no justice for the Stephen Lawrence family.

Q: What'’s the status of Satpal Ram’s case?

A: It’s currently being reinvestigated by a body called Criminal Cases Review Commission,
which was set up by the Labor government to (examine) cases which were deemed to be mis-
carriages of justice. But we get the feeling that it’s a kind of safety valve, serving to cool down
some of the campaigns. All of these campaigns are really showing how British justice really
isn't as good as it thinks it is. (With) the Satpal campaign, we've managed to draw attention to
his situation internationally, and there’s been people sending letters to Britain and to the
Home Offices from all over. Recently a new lawyer (Gareth Pierce) has taken on Satpal’s case,
She was involved successfully in another very big (political case). We're really hopeful of some-
thing positive happening this year.

Q: On the song “Black or White,” one thing that’s interesting is the way British define the
term “Black.” In the U.S,, there’s Blacks and there’s Asians, and they’re racialized quite
differerently.

A:In fact,“Asian” in America is different to “Asian” over here.

Q: And in the UK you can be Pakistani or Bangladeshi or Indian, and also be considered
“Black.”

A: | identify with the term as it’s used here because what it means is people who have had a
common colonial experience and a common experience of racism. That (idea) therefore
encompasses Asian people, Asian Indian people, Afro-Carribbean people.”Black” over here is a
more political term, rather than meaning you're of African descent. | can be Asian but | can
also consider myself “Black” in that sense.

Q: One of your lyrics is “Dub is the place we come to argue and debate/it isn't just a
backdrop for our herbal intake.” Do you look at the music as a way of building a politi-
cized, conscious community?

A:Yes, | guess so.We don't always analyze it like that, we just get on with it! For us, politics is
everyday things that go on.The things that we're talking about are the things that are affect-
ing us. All the things—including Satpal Ram, Stephen Lawrence—are related because what
happened to Satpal could happen to any one of us. But even without the lyrics, the music is—
if you want to use that word—"political.”

We always felt that dub had a kind of built-in militancy to it. People often say,“Oh, your
music is a fusion.” But it’s not.These are all the sounds that we hear in London. These are all
the different communities that exist, and we're not on some kind of tourist trip. It's making a
statement that all of these sounds work together and, by extension, all of those communities
live in the same place and side-by-side, despite certain people trying to divide them up. We're
simply looking at the things people have in common. So in that sense, the music, even with-
out the lyrics, is making some form of a political statement.

Q: You've got 15 years between you and the youngest member, and everyone sort of
comes from different backgrounds, interests and styles.

A:The education was a two-way thing. As a teacher, you've gotta be open-minded and you've
gotta make the kind of music your students want to be involved with. Suddenly it clicked
when | heard the reggae basslines at half-speed over these breakbeats at double-speed, and it
all fitted together. | learned about Jungle from Deeder’s generation and then all of this time,
he’s been checking out everything we've been into. We were listening to reggae and dub and
all of that, and he now understands where a lot of the Jungle came from and its development
between there. He’s checked out the punk and stuff. The latest thing that | gave him is a CD of

the Beatnigs.




Q: Michael Franti, Rono Tse and the whole crew!

A:The Beatnigs had a profound effect on me. They were experimenting with an early form of
sampling. They were making mad noises. They were a Black group that were making the kind
of music that Black people weren't supposed to make and expected to make.

Q: What do you mean by the digital underclass?

A: It's about using appropriate technology, that is, whatever is available to you. The technology
business is always about pushing the latest gadgets. People spend all of their time trying to
get the latest piece of equipment, thinking this is going to make their lives all the better.
Whereas we have always, out of economic necessity, made use of whatever was available to
us. And we've heard the most interesting music coming out of that kind of attitude.

We just recently started up (a program called) ADF Education, which now is running inde-
pendently. It’s like ADF is turning full circle. We started out as a workshop but now we've
formed an organization which can carry the process on.

Q: So it’s now a curriculum.

A:It's an attitude, really. It's an old Indian idea as well—appropriate technology, recycling stuff,
making stuff out of what other people consider to be junk. It doesn’t only relate to computers
and sequencers.

We've got “dub”in our name. We listen to old-school dub. But we don’t want to reproduce it
as it was done 20 years ago. What's the point of that? What we're trying to do is to use the
principles of dub.

Lee Perry was using gear which, even in his day, was outmoded—the little four-track! And
he was packing in sounds into that four-track which people would expect that he was work-
ing on (something bigger). All of that experimentation—that kind of abusing of the studio—
that’s what dub means.

Q: So dub is an attitude.

A:It's an attitude. It’s a set of principles to which you should feel free to add more principles.

For more information about the Satpal Ram case, see
http://www.chumba.com/_justice.htm
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she writes like a pro and she
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Blast

summer afternoon
not quite asian not quite zine
passes the time well

vn

ALL ASIAN NATION BAMBOO GIRL

Bamboo escrima
a weapon poised to strike words
on newsprint which bleeds

one could only hope
to own a faster modem
all asian nation

et
vn

n the late 1970s, a movement emerged in New York City

among activists, critics and young folks fearful of the

central role network television was carving for itself in

America. What they saw was a corporate oligopoly whose
dominance 1n electronic media was starting to bland the
range of issues on people’s minds and widen the gap
between the haves and have-nots.

At a time when unadulterated thought was being put in
condition critical these underground artists and media
activists decided to channel their general malaise toward a
creative and provocative response by using the tools of the
dominant media against itself.

These self-dubbed “Media Guerrillas” subverted technology
with technology. They bought up public access space to air
their views, published deconstructions of *Media-America”

and threw all-night underground video screening parties. N\
7\
o

Though they didn’t exactly change the world, today they can @ =

Rt
S
R

}

be regarded as part of a long tradition of organized resis-

like 1970s pop media critic Marshall McLuhan, musician DJ
Spooky That Subliminal Kid and former Berkeley student Ted
Kaczynski.

Y

in a digitized world, a return to the old skool print-

o

ed word ls”pirt of the allure found in the world of zines,
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DEAD FISH

pop pop pop culture
atomic rice meets chopstix

CHINADAAHL a zine swims, not “dead”
boy crazee, lucci et
lunacy—prose treatment. deep

like sea; NYC.

I"autre “jl”

themselves comments on the representative failures of domi-
nant media. Zines are photocopied glimpses into strangers’
lives, private magazines which answer to individuals.

Circulation runs small, printing is done as cheaply as pos-
sible and aims are on expression rather than profit margins.
Subject matter ranges as diverse as the people who do and
read them; simply put, if you’ve never found a zine to your
liking, put it on paper yourself.

This self-initiated, almost self-righteous nature of zine-
making complicates any comprehensive history to be written
of zines. Just as astute graffiti writers can trace their cultural
expression back to hieroglyphs, cave paintings and cata-
combs, the spirit of zines as a visual, literate expression of
identity was born with Johannes Gutenberg and ancient
Chinese printing presses. It wasn’t until the punk subculture
of the late 1970s and that the idea of “zines” as we

.._
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HELLA

hella has hist'ry
eight years of fameless toil, son.
has cool covers, though.

J.inx (Hiroshi Yamasaki)

SECRET ASIAN MAN

incognito man
love (lust), expatriate tones
and a pack of smokes

LYCHEENAUT o= ‘ Jinx

GIANT ROBOT like a mao bing-ah NARVETONGH
asian girls sex pimps tara’s alien voice creeps on the hip-hop tip
’.I““g pop culture for fame clean thrnugl'l your hﬂdr PSYCI'I Paulis phﬂ real like fish sauce HARDKORE
no shame in their game | DJ made my day.
J :
g Chicago Bruce fans
I"autre “jI”

ev not Springsteen, but jeet kune do

cult’rists—weed hard kore!

J.inx

mouth and new zines quietly arrive all the time. Probably the
most noted Asian American zine ever has been the Los

Sassy. Sadly, it was a case where dominant media tried co-
opting the forms of its counter. Among the morass of zines In

1o -

existence today, it is the quality and depth of expression that
usually distinguishes the stuff which floats or flounders. As is
a common topic when zinesters gather ‘round, you know
you're dedicated if you get to issue 10.

Angeles-based Giant Robot, the self-proclaimed “Magazine
For You” and a publication UC Davis Asian American Studies
Professor Darrell Hamamoto refers to as a “destabilizing
wedge to the hegemony of dominant media” or something

like that.
As is the case when any underground artist is perceived to
go mainstream, a lot of haters have been targeting Giant
Robot ever since they first went color and then recently glossy.
The zine started in 1994 when friends Eric Nakamura and
Martin Wong decided to use their skills for good, and bag
some free shit at the same time. Their initial forays to the
copy store proved successful, and what started out as 50-
paged photocopied half-sheets about Jon Moritsugu and the
story of Hello Kitty soon landed them broader distribution deals.
As the magazine grew, they expanded their audience base
buted to a variety of incoherent reasons. Inadequate por- by covering topics appreciated by all types of people. In recent
trayals in dominant me dearth of quality APA publicag  issues, interviews with Asian film stars, underground musi-
ed gr utlets for Asian American his*“# cians and a feature on the 1960s Yellow Power movement have
publications like Giant Robot helped solidify their reputation as one of the leading voices

[@fally imposs to cataloguethe"entite tiniverse pective.

& an Asi
erican zines—status is achieved through %

Asian Pacific Americans have found a particular liking to
this medium, with zines by and for APAs covering everything
from robots to martial arts to queer politics to punk rock.
There are even APA zines about college basketball. As Bernice
of Chicago-based option8 explains, “Asian American cultural
production is key! Cultural production has the potential to
create, foster, and kill a stereotype, upon which many
social/political ideas and actions are based.”

he increasing numbers of APAs doing zines can be attri-

exude t
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step one: mince some words
step two: stir with heavy hand
voila! serve lukewarm
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JUST SAY NO

YOB
if Ko were Eastside

he'd say ‘cholo matte, please’
the eses would snort

ji

“yob?what does that mean?”
love, culture. can’t put it down.
“yob.it’s a secret.”

J.inx

success that Giant Robot has been blessed with. That doesn’t
stop fools from still comparing all text-based Asian American
cultural production to the formidable (maga)zine, though.
During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, attendees of
APA zine seminars at Davis and Berkeley were pretty bent on
talking about GR rather than whatever else was going on in
the community.

And who can blame them? Zines travel as far as words-of-
mouth do, and in some cases don’t travel farther than circles
of friends. If you can sense a plug for some local zines com-
ing up, then you are indeed brilliant, or perhaps clairvoyant.
Zines like yob, slant, hardkore, The World is Yours, hella,
lumpen, Secret Asian Man, Bamboo Girl and option8 have

become private terrains for Asian American f #Q carve
out, create and defend their own contested i&entities.
o maybe the lesson in all of this is to go Gt and make

your own beautiful noise, however it is conceived and
whatever form it may take. As Sulu from hella chimes in, “To
be able to take yourself places you’ve never before known
existed and indelibly leave paper behind for others...zines
allow you to create this space within yourself and the world
around you. And the free records don’t hurt either!”
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THE WORLD IS YOURS! hello hangook. girl

o o p(ow)urrr, indie rock, asian
gambatie fsegom am fingerings, rants.

fighters. poems and pics say
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There is much to be said about Sulu’s use of the term
“paper” in describing the beauty of zines. A tactile relation-
ship exists between the reader and the printed word, an
indescribable feeling which cannot be reproduced on the
Internet. In this digitized world with the "democracy” of the
Internet, there is splendid appeal in the quaintness and per-
sonality of constructing binding, tweaking with black-and-
white xeroxes and paper cuts.

Perhaps we are all jaded in this technologically comfort-
able time. The specter of the Internet haunts us all, and you
can’t really turn a corner without seeing someone communi-
cating via cellular phone. But the only reason | know of the
aforementioned Media Guerrillas and their forays into the

fi8red real s of tech@logy 15§ anks to a
01d€8E of mec printeg
PO from 970s, tleked awe a second-hagi&
Which confathed prifitéd words 8iat ironically
Video reel$ oF yesterday’s rebelfin a relativistiey
time, perhag e only Suitablegendition of thel

ven CAristian apelogists refer to the
hat the simple matter of “just the
3 & xerox and toner re it Bon’t be
""" between the 1iREs. Write your own.




Photo: Ernesto Vigoreaux. Inset photos courtesy of the author.

THINK Before You INK
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n 11-plus years working with youth and young adults, | have

noticed an increase in tattoos more recently. A group of Pilipino girls |

knew all had tattoos. With them, as well as with other young people, |
would always pose the “why?” question.

It’s neither commonplace nor rare for teens and adolescents to get tat-
toos. To the dismay of many parents, it happens. As a social worker, | ques-
tion these young people about the social and legal implications, and the
fact that many are underage. Thus, my fascination with tattoos began, get-
ting my first one in 1991.

| had three fundamental questions for these youth. First, why do Pilipinas
get Chinese or Japanese character tattoos? Second, did they trust the prop-
er translation of an Asian language character by a non-Asian artist? And
finally, did they trust an artist who knowingly tattooed 15 or 16-year-olds
with or without parental consent? Parents’ permission for
minors getting tattoos is a fact of law that neither artist
nor most youth | know seemed to have discussed.

The answers | received were very general. Most stat-
ed the tattoos represented a personal or character
trait. Others pointed to their Chinese or Japanese
family roots. Overall, the girls said that Chinese and/or
Japanese characters “looked good” and besides, they
had never seen a tattoo based on some aspect of
Pilipino culture.

The other kinds of tattoos | often see on youth are gang
tattoos—names and nicknames in Old English or stylized script
writing. As with the girls,and even more so, | wanted to know if
they were ready for the implications of getting these tattoos.

Parents, law enforcement officers and other gang members would
be challenging them about these tattoos. At a time when looking like
a gang member leads to verbal or physical harassment by both other
gang members and law enforcement, these were
important issues to get them to consider.

While doing research in the library for
papers and other assignments for my
classes at Cal State LA, | began looking
up information on tattoos as well. |
learned the Tahitian, Samoan and Tongan word tatau is
the basis for the word tattoo. In fact, the Polynesian art
of tattooing continues to serve as a rite of passage
and signifies courage, and social and political
standing within the community.

In the 1700s, European sailors exploring
and exploiting the Pacific copied this form of
body art, thus beginning the tradition of tat-
tooing among sailors around the world.

Inspired to find tattoos within Pilipino cul-
ture, | drifted into the Philippines section of the library
and began to randomly search the stacks. |
looked for older books about the south-
ern and northern Philippines.These were
areas where the people resisted Spanish
colonization the fiercest and longest.

Descriptions of Pilipino tattoos were few and fairly superficial. Pictures were
even more rare. | copied most of the passages and as many pictures and
sketches possible. | also broadened my search to Pilipino art and design books.

More recently, | have seen youth | know get a wider range of tattoos. It
has become trendy for young Pilipinos to design tattoos using Alibata let-
tering. (Alibata is an ancient Pilipino tribal script.) These tribal tattoos are
very popular.

More Pilipinos are incorporating traditional Pilipino ethnic patterns into
tattoo designs. Articles on Alibata tattoos have recently appeared in publi-
cations such as A. Magazine.There is even a billboard in the San Francisco
Bay Area featuring a Pilipino with prominent Alibata tattoos on his fore-
arms. And a brief news item appeared recently on a local Los Angeles morn-
ing news show on Alibata tattoos.

ight years, four tattoos and hundreds of dollars later, | no longer
ask youth the “why?” question. Everybody has their own valid rea-
sons for choosing their tattoo designs. However, | will still ask if they
are prepared for the implications of their tattoos.
When youth ask me about my tattoos, | try to answer honestly and
completely. | have chosen to blend traditional Pilipino and
Polynesian motifs into designs that depict fishing and the
ocean. | chose these themes because fishing is my hobby
and passion, and | thoroughly enjoy the sport.
There are also many traditional designs within
Pilipino and Polynesian cultures that depict fish,
fishing and the ocean.This provides a range of
designs from which | can choose. | have also got-
ten tattooed to mark important times and
points of my life. For example, my most recent
tattoo commemorates my engagement to my
fiancée.

When the subject is discussed, | do not
encourage nor discourage youth to get tat-
toos. First and foremost, | ask them to wait
until they turn 18 years old. This provides
time and maturity to aid in the process of
decision-making. Second, | encourage them
to find designs within their culture and that

have meaning for them individually. Lastly, if
they are still interested in getting a tattoo, |
encourage them to search for reputable and expe-
rienced artists and first discuss the design and costs
with them.
Youth and adults | know these days are invest-
ing more time into designs and research.
But there are still many people who go to
a tattoo parlor and pick a design off the
wall or from a sample book. | think people
who do research, find something meaning-
ful to tattoo and work with the artist will ulti-
mately derive more pleasure and pride from
their tattoos.
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Asian American Studies Programs/Departments

Survey continued from page 23

UC Irvine UC Riverside
Public university Public University
APA 60% APA 43%

Asian American Studies Program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED B.A.and a graduate emphasis in Asian
American Studies

An interdisciplinary program, which is about to move into the School
of Humanities. It might become a department after the move, but that
is as yet undecided. 12 to 14 classes are offered per quarter, most of
which are upper-division. Some popular classes are: Asian American
Psychology, Asian American Women and Asian American Labor.

FACULTY Three full-time; two 50% (50% in another department); two
core faculty in Asian American studies but their FTE is not in the pro-
gram; nine affiliated

PROGRAM STATUS Growing.The current growth in the number of
students means budget cutbacks are not a serious problem at this
time.

UCLA

Public university
APA 40%

Asian American Studies Center

DEGREE(S) OFFERED B.A; M.A_;Ph.D.work is done in departments
and professional schools through the guidance of faculty members
who are affiliated with the UCLA Asian American Studies Center. Also,
joint MA programs in Asian American Studies and professional fields
(e.g. public health, social welfare, urban planning, law) have been
approved or are being planned.

The first class in Asian American Studies was offered at UCLA in 1969
as a result of student demands. In the same year, the UCLA Asian
American Studies Center was founded. Offering classes and degree
programs in Asian American Studies have been a significant activity of
the Center throughout its 30-year history, although it has had a broad-
er and more multifaceted mission involving research, publications,
library and archival acquisitions and community-campus collabora-
tions.

The Center is an officially designed Organized Research Unit (ORU) of
the University of California system, and its undergraduate and gradu-
ate teaching and degree activities are organized as an
Interdepartmental Program (IDP) by UCLA.

POPULAR CLASSES Asian American Contemporary Issues, Asian
American Theater, Asian Pacific American Leadership Development
Project, Asian American Gender and Sexuality, Asian American
Community Videography, Asian American Women Writers; as well as
classes on the Cambodian, Chinese, Hmong, Indian, Japanese, Korean,
Pacific Islander, Pilipino and Vietnamese American experiences.

FACULTY 40 full-time tenure-track professors; 15 part-time lecturers

PROGRAM STATUS Growing and vibrant

Asian American Studies Program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED BA.

Part of the Ethnic Studies Department, the Asian American studies pro-
gram offers about 19 courses per quarter. Popular classes tend to be
those which focus on a particular ethnic population (i.e. Pilipino
American Experience).

FACULTY One tenured; zero on tenure track; two part-time lecturers.

PROGRAM STATUS A five-year plan has been developed that empha-
sizes the need to strengthen the Asian American component of the
Ethnic Studies Department, including increasing the number of Asian
American faculty and the number of courses. Funding for this proposal
is, well, pending.

University of Redlands

Private university
APA 8%

Race and Ethnic Studies program

DEGREE(S) OFFERED Minor in Race and Ethnic Studies

Classes are mostly general race and ethnic studies courses with more
of a cross-group comparative focus.

Special thanks to the students, staff and faculty who participated in the survey: Craig K. Ihara, Naomi Iwasaki, Gary Kawaguchi, Susie Ling,
Amy Luu, Don Nakanishi, Cheryle L. Ocampo, Keith Osajima, Susan Lee Sills, Michi Turner, George Uba and Emilio J. Virata.
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Photo courtesy of Asians for Mumia

A national mobilization for Mumia drew
thousands to Philadelphia on April 24, 1999,
including a group of Asian Americans 250
strong.

FREE MUMIA

Continued from page 13

This September 11 Mumia Abu-Jamal is
scheduled to die for the crime of killing a police
officer, after a trial and conviction based on
widely contested circumstances.

That the United States justice system is so
Intent on executing a Black man is no news to
some, yet it is enough to mobilize thousands of
people around the world to fight for the free-
dom of a man wrongly sentenced to death. Most
recently, a “Millions for Mumia” march in April
drew 25,000 supporters to Philadelphia to
demand a new trial for this nation’s most cele-
brated and condemned political prisoner.

Among the demonstrators was a contingent
of 250 Asian Americans, mobilized by the group
Asians for Mumia. Founded in 1995, the first
meeting of Asians for Mumia fittingly took place
in Harlem, NYC, in the 126th St. apartment of
longtime human rights activist Yuri Kochiyama.
At this meeting, members of the group dis-
cussed why Asians should support Mumia Abu-
Jamal and other U.S. political prisoners.
Subsequently, the committee decided to focus
on Mumia Abu-Jamal due to the urgency of the
situation. Mumia is the only U.S. political prison-
er on death row.

This is neither an ‘Asian issue’nor a ‘Black
issue’—but an issue about a sense of criminal
justice that is shaped by all of us.

Mumia Abu-Jamal became an activist at the
age of 15 when he was appointed the Minister
of Information for the Philadelphia branch of the
Black Panther Party. He became a radio journalist
and reporter for WUHY in Philadelphia, where he
was also a member of thePhiladelphia
Association of Black Journalists. By 1981, Mumia
had gained much recognition through his news
coverage of police brutality. Since Mumia could-
n't support his family on the freelance wage of a
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revolutionary writer, he became a taxi driver
working late into the night.

At around 4 a.m.on December 9, 1981, Mumia
was driving his cab when he saw his brother,
William Cook, in a physical confrontation with
police officer Daniel Faulkner on the corner of
13th and Locust in downtown Philadelphia.
Mumia crossed the street on foot to intervene.
Several shots sounded; Faulkner and Mumia
were both shot. When police arrived, they imme-
diately attended to Faulkner and commenced to
beating Mumia as he lay wounded. As he
entered Jefferson Hospital, with forehead
gashed and lips swollen, Mumia’s face was
unrecognizable. Faulkner died of his wounds.

In 1982, Mumia’s case was heard by Judge
Albert F. Sabo, known in Philadelphia as “The
Hanging Judge”for his hard line against crime.
Sabo was not only a personal friend of the pros-
ecutor, but also a member of the Fraternal Order
of Police. The jury selection process yielded indi-
viduals who believed in the death penalty and
only two Black jurors in a city that is more than
40% African American.That same year, Mumia
was convicted of first degree murder and has
been on Pennsylvania’s death row ever since.

Mumia, like most taxi drivers, carried a
licensed gun.The bullets in Faulkner’s body,
according to a medical examiner, were shot from
a .44 caliber pistol. Mumia’s gun was a .38 cal-
iber, had no fingerprints and was never checked
to see if it had been fired. The police could not
connect Mumia’s gun to the murder.

Cynthia White, who testified she saw Mumia
shoot Faulkner, claimed to be standing on the
corner when the shooting occurred. Another
eyewitness, however, saw her standing '/, to 1
block further away from the shooting. White, a
prostitute, was detained and harassed by the
police to “cut a deal” that would allow her to
continue working her corner if she testified
against Mumia.Veronica Jones told police she
saw someone running from the crime scene.
While held in custody by police, she testified to
“‘not remembering having seen anything.”
William Singletary claimed to have seen a pas-
senger in Mumia’s brother’s car get out and
shoot Faulkner in the face. He then saw this per-
son run away. Singletary’s statement was torn up
and, through intimidation and threats to his
family, the police were able to get a different
statement from him.

In 1995, Pennsylvania’s governor ordered a
stay of execution because of the thousands of
people that demonstrated for Mumia, the same
year the Philadelphia Police Department was
sued by the Justice Department for police bru-
tality, corruption, evidence tampering, poor dis-
cipline, fabrication of evidence and coercion of
witnesses.

Mumia Abu-Jamal is now 45, on death row
and awaiting execution. He was recently denied
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his petition for a new trial and is now trying to
have his case heard in the U.S. Supreme Court.

As Mumia attempts to let people know the
truth about his life and pending death, the mes-
sage he gives is that what happened to him
affects all of us. In Los Angeles, a city with a
police department which has its own checkered
history of crimes against people of color, Mumia
is the name that is either feared or revered.
Depending on your vantage point, he represents
the need for the justice system to enforce law- |
and-order or the failure of that system in treating |
every member of this society fairly. |

Mumia has not received a fair trial because of
the circumstances of his arrest, trial and convic-
tion. If he is executed, how free are any of us
then, living under the same justice system?

Free Mumia.
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LOVE BOAT

Continued from page 30

Nationalist-dominated reunification with the PRC.
In addition, many Taiwanese taxpayers seem
unhappy with what they perceive as an annual
plague of disrespectful ABC locusts. Considering,
on top of this, the lack of U.N. protesters and other
forms of Chinese American advocacy, why does
the Love Boat continue to sail the open seas?

There seem to be several explanations. First,
the Nationalists are far from abandoning their
original mission and could be viewing the Study
Tour as a far-reaching, albeit indirect, investment,
the results of which may not be seen for decades
to come.

Second, as Joyce Hsu, a former Study Tour
counselor noted, Overseas Chinese pressure has
kept the Study Tour alive. Ironically then, Chinese
Americans have wrested control of the program
away from the Nationalists, who had, after all, ini-
tially implemented the Tour as one facet of their
“extraterritorial domination.” The students now
seem to dictate the logistics, appropriating the
Love Boat for their own purposes. It has become
such a significant part of Chinese America that
Chinese Americans insist on its continuation.

The Study Tour is thus a good example of con-
flicts between U.S.-born Asians and their ances-
tral nations over constructions of identity and
their roles in international politics. A look at simi-
lar programs in other communities—the Nisei
kengakudan Study Tour to Japan during the
1920s and ‘30s and the Korean American “Love
Boats"—may shed more light on these ques-
tions.The future of the Study Tour is uncertain—
each year reputedly seems to be the “last”—but
undoubtedly it hinges on Chinese Americans
themselves.
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American perspective and a low-end theory.

that aren’t often heard: young Vietnamese Americans coming to terms
community; Koreatown restaurant workers’ fight for fair conditions; the
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e P Japanese occupation at the time.
)4 g Thousands of others came from China, the

Philippines, Malaysia, Burma, Singapore,
Indonesia and the Netherlands.

green uniform.
' KURA! KURA! KURA!

You who were promised factory jobs
~ hauled in boats, shipped out to
~new countries, to stations

full of men

* Not formally implemented until 1937,
the idea of “comfort women” originated in
1915.The Japanese military introduced
the system of comfort stations in order to
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8 Kool Hail & _ 4 | avoid the sexual atrocities committed by
% stoppmg B ' _ e Jépanem troops on Russian women in
Yoneo! Hail A | | . | Siberia and the problem of sexually trans-
7 3 | - mitted diseases. Following the 1937

Nanking Massacre, the Japanese Imperial
Forces implemented the military comfort
women plan because of fear of venereal
diseases and spying by Chinese women.

- Noresting

~_ Yano!Hai!

~ Kitano! Hai!
performlng o

i «\ 4 Homms al Hait =

F ﬁwmf’a“'“g rhythms o g b | - Allegations about the comfort women

'.:.::':"'\:.'1" _l.-"

ﬁ% : T=i'|'la]: _ __Q an and on and on and on and Dn Ml 4 T _ . were brought up as early as the 1980s, but
" s | | | the Japanese government denied it oper-
i g | M P 2 s o . N W ._ ated a sexual slavery system.In 1991, six
¥ A eECh 2 e e o i ; women filed suit against the Japanese
| face, o | G . ' he government, demanding redress and

AR e

B e

:: 3 : ~EaCh N o WS @ | : . AN monetary reparations.
umform, _ P s AR :;;' » After much international pressure,

- _,:..feach g 2y o | | | | Japanese Prime Minister Tomiuchi
| black - . N N N\ - 1 Murayama apologized on July 18, 1995 to

""" o A | all women who served as sexual slaves.

i T8 o e _ | . The Japanese government set up a private
g - ik e | 7N s fund to pay compensation to former sex
= o : e 7 Y g 2 , N | _ N slaves. Many of the women that have
- a3 < b 30 '_ - o | | come forward from the different Asian

SUCk : N - countries reject this offer and claim it is

. e 2 and e ol s | | the government’s attempt to evade

b i a Shlver _-.;;;_ . e responsibility. They demand that the gov-
E o i stf-'mUSt come forthfus ) : | | ernment offer an apology and compen-
4 Noroom here for shame or decency, " | | sate them directly.
~there are 49 years of evidence to be prepared.

* In 1998, a Tokyo district court dismissed
: | a lawsuit by 46 Filipina comfort women 1
5 S ' w4 . N | _ seeking individual financial compensation !
| - . | : from the Japanese government. Originally Y
| filed in 1993, many of the original plain-
. - tiffs in their 60s and 70s have since died.
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