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NOTE TO OUR READERS: Our box aumber
1S now 18649 instead of 18046.

—CONTENTS -

“A Cold Resistance’’
Asians demonstrate in Washington

by Merrilynne Hamano, who was there

pp. 4 -5

“Desviacion - 1000m.” pp. 6 - 7

A savage journey to the edge of America:

Asian American conference in San Diego.
by Steve Tatsukawa.

“Stylin” in Asian American Fashion Show”
by Linda Fujikawa. pp. 8 -9 .

Poems and Pieces. p. 10

“Higher Rises/Lower Depths™
If they redevelop Little Tokyo

anymore—you won’t be able to
find 1t.

pp. 11-13

“High Tides/Rough Waters”

How to fix your toilet. Read it.

One of these days you’ll be glad.
by Jeff Furumura.

pp. 14 -15

“Opium Trail”
Smack in the middle—three sides
of the coin.
by Cynthia Koike and
Chris Murakami

pp. 16 - 18

“Work™ p. 19
by Tom Okabe

Some statements from the
Asian Coalition,
Union of Viethamese in the U.S.
and students at Cal State L.A.

ff. various ads, calendars, and a bonus poem.

['he March i1ssue was plunned in the middle of January.
Article 1deas were tossed around and commitments by writers
were made. Oup staff artusts were cooking on the graphic

lustrations and layout design. Things were looking good.

In fact, we had an abundance of material so this was the
first month in which several articles were held for a future issue.

Unftortunately, production for the whole show slowed
from our usual moderate jog to a rusty crawl., If you are a
regular reader of these eye-straining vignettes you Know we
habitually list the past month’s journo-political headuaches. We
had them: our typesetter had four (count'em, four) nervous
breakdowns at critical times: the articles came in late; and
most 1mportantly., we faced confusion from an overall fatlure

of leadership—something we're all responsible for—in the coor-
dinatorship of this issue.

Yawn. These confessions, though meant to be self-criti-
cal, often become self-serving. And predictable. When will
we learn from them? How long before we implement both
the pohtical wherewithall and the open vibes necessary to get
better at communicating the idea of change? How long,
that 1s, before we can do what we decide to do? We, and
the movement, cannot move much more on just intuition and
luck. |

Gidra Staff: Doug Aihara, Linda Fujikawa, Jeff Furumura,
Merrilynne Hamano, Bruce Iwasaki, Glen Kazahaya, Cynthia
Koike. Duuane Kubo, Mitchell Matsumura, Amy Murakami,
Mike Murase, Teri Nitta, Tom Okabe, Tracy Okida, Alan Ota,
Billy Takakuwa, Alan Takemoto, Steve Tatsukawa, Dean Toji,
and Evelyn Yoshimura,

Contributors: Faustino Caigoy, David
Cho, Brad Fujikuni, Carol Hatanaka, Marie Kodani, Denny Kuba,
David Monkawa, Chris Murakami, Merle Oyadomari, George
Umezawa and Mary Uyematsu.

Gidra 15 published monthly by Gidra, Inc. Our mailing address is
P.O. Box 18649, Los Angeles, California 90018. Our phone is
(213) 734-7838. Subscriptions for individuals are $2.50 a year.
Institutions like libraries and schools pay $5.00 a year. Addi-
tional postage of $2.00 for Canada and $4.00 for all other
foreign countries (thus, $4.50 and $6.50 respectively). Printed
in the US.A. Copyright 1973 by Gidra, Inc. All rights re-
served. March, 1973. Volume V, number 3. Cover by Fausti-
no Caigoy.
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Vietnam Cease Fire Violations

vIETNAM- Nearly a month after the Vietnam
cease fire agreement was signed, fighting and
other cease fire violations continue to be a daily
occurrence in South Vietnam. Certain facts can
now be established in the confusing situation in
Southeast Asia.

—Although Saigon claims that the PRG
has violated the cease fire “more than 4000
times,” there has not been a single case in which
a foreign journalist witnessed PRG forces ini-
tiating a violation.

—The Saigon government has deliberately
kept reporters and the supervisory teams out of
the areas where fighting is said to be going on.
Therefore, no unbiased or objective report can
come from these areas; just ‘“‘official” Saigon
reports. |

—Several -foreign journalists have reported
that the violations have been due to Saigon
attempts to grab more territory after the cease
fire.

—Several foreign journalists, including
Jacques Leslie of the L.A. Times, have been
able to freely visit PRG villages witnessing lib-
erated people working hard to reconstruct the
devastation caused by the years of war. These
journalists have also witnessed unprovoked Sai-
gon attacks.

The responsibility rests with the U:S. gov-
ernment. As General Tra of the PRG pointed
out in a meeting of the Joint Military Com-
mission: ‘‘As a signatory to the agreement, the
U.S. must bear the responsibility for all vio-
lations by the Saigon Army. It (the U.S.) cannot
shirk its responsibility under the pretext that
the cease fire is violated by the Saigon Army.
This shirking of responsibility is precisely a factor
encouraging the Saigon administration to con-
tinue violating the cease fire.”

international Solidarity Day for African Prisoners
of War.

Beginning in 1970, with the pre-dawn raids

on Black Panther Party headquarters throughout
the country which resulted in the death of 28
Panthers, it has become increasingly clear that
the U.S. government is launching a new series
of open attacks in a war against the black move-
ment and community. Episodes of political per-
secution such as the cases of George Jackson,
Private Billy Dean Smith, Angela Davis, and the
Attica Massacre continue. Today, large numbers
of black brothers and sisters are being imprisoned
on dubious charges. There are not enough re-
sources available to defend Such a person, such
as was done in the Angela Davis and Bobby
Seale cases. For this reason, Black leaders and
organizations (from Julian Bond to the Black
Panther Party) are holding an International Soli-
darity Day for African Prisoners of War on
March 31,1973; in Jackson, Mississippi. The pur-
pose of the Solidarity Day is to rally support for
all persons of African ancestry here and abroad
who have been taken prisoner or killed by the
U.S. government. Third World people are en-
couraged to attend.

I[f anyone is interested in sending letters of

solidarity, financial support, or in attending the

Solidarity Day, please contact:
International African Prisoner of War
Solidarity Day Committee at:

1 28% Gallatin Street,

Jackson, Mississippi 39201

‘Speckled Bird

-

Indians Battle Federal Troops at Woundéd Knee

WOUNDED KNEE, S.0.— In 1890 this small hamlet
was the site of a bloody massacre by federal
troops of more than three hundred Indians, most-
ly women and children. The battle, described in
the recent bestseller, Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee, marked the end of the “Indian Wars” in
the Dakota territories. Yet it was only a low
point in the history of Native Americans who
have suffered centuries of humiliation, oppres-
sion and death at the hands of the white man.
Now once again there is conflict between
the red and the white at Wounded Knee: As part
of the Indian movement against government
neglect, race and job discrimination, poor living
conditions and inferior education. Over 400
Indians recaptured this small town, and held off
federal marshalls with high powered rifles. They
were members of the militant American Indian
Movement (AIM) and the Oglala Sioux Nation.
Spokespersons for the Indians stated that they
would hold the village “‘at all costs’ until the
government met their demands.
included: an investigation of the dealing of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Department of
the Interior in relation to the Oglala Sioux, and

the ouster of the current leaders of the Oglala °

Sioux whom the AIM members labelled as unfit
to meet their needs. Another demand was that
Senators Edward Kennedy and J.W. Fulbright

come to the Pine Ridge Reservation, where
Wounded Knee is located, to discuss Indian

grievances. Also demanded was a review
of 371 treaties which the government has failed
to live up to. The determination of the Indians
was declared in a statement by Carter Camp, an
AIM spokesperson who said, “It is symbolic that
we have seized Wounded Knee and there is a
definite threat that another massacre could occur

here. We are not going to give in without a
fight.”

Three Underground Papers Live On

One recent Feerar.y afternoon while in the

midst of our monthly press run, things were quiet
at the Gidra office. Most of the staffers were
away at work, at school, or just on the streets,
and the few at the office were apping. The
walls were closing in when the phone rang. It
was a call from Chicago. Lo and behold it was
a staff member of the Chicago Seed calling to

inform us that the Seed was ‘‘still around.“k

Good news comes at unexpected times, for most
on the Gidra staff had thought that the Seed
had ceased publication. It had been six months,
at least, since we had received any sign of life
from the Chicago periodical. Back in January,
we had placed a call to the Seed office. Alas.
the phone had been disconnected and thus, it was
assumed that the Seed had joined a long line of
other radical underground papers that have re-
cently folded. Gone were the Berkeley Tribe,
East Village Other, and the San Francisco Good
Times, among others. But now, to our relief,
the Chicago Seed lives on. Keep on keepin’ on,

Seed. -
Also on the journalistic front, this time in

‘the deep South, a publication known as the

Great Speckled Bird in Atlanta, Georgia, had

printed its “farewell issue” in the early days of

this year. Being the only renowned radical pub-

lication in that sector of the country, we at

Gidra were sorry to see it go. Then, at the end of
January we received another copy of the Bird.
Apparently, their staff has gotten it all together
for one more try and now the Bird is proudly
flying once again.

On the East Coast, in the Big Apple, the
Liberated Guardian finally published after an
almost two month silence. Following much
discussion and analysis, the LG has decided to
move from being a national movement paper
to a locally-based New York newspaper which
they hope will reach a wider range and number
of people. They will also expand their staff,
develop a sound financial base, and change their

" name. (Sounds familiar.) We’re with you LG.
Great Speckled Bird " Liberated Guardian ’ Ty

Chicago Seed
950 W. Wrightwood P.O. Box 7847 149 Hester St.
Chicago, IL 60614 Atlanta, GA 30309 NewYork,NY 1000._

The demands

Good luck to the Grear
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THE YELLOW BROTHERHOOD HOUSE, WESTSIDE LOS ANGELES

Revenue Sharing

LOS ANGELES— Over seventy-five Asian communit-
ty workers and social service professionals crowd-
ed into a meeting on February 20 at Resthaven
Hospital. The meeting was held to discuss the
impact of revenue sharing and the recent govern-
ment cutbacks of community oriented social

The much publicized revenue sharing, a pro-
eram to ‘‘give back™ $6 billion each year to state
and local governments, was analyzed as nothing
more than a smoke screen to cover up the dis-
mantling of the Office of Economic Opportuni-

ties (OEQ), the Model Cities program, and other
ti-poverty programs. It was noted that in the

dnt-pov _ ety '
..--v--c'““-i“%ﬁ) 2 Revenue Sharing Act, “‘public safety " was

listed as the number one domestic priority,
-~ while “‘social services for the poor and aged™ was
given a low. number seven position. In actual
practice, the revenue sharing, which allocated a
total of $122 million for the Los Angeles area, 1s
already earmarked for capital construction, ““ex-
isting deficits™ and for “‘future tax savings.”
Meanwhile, the nation’s poor have been told
to “‘rely on their own efforts” by Nixon's New
Order in Washington. '

Those present at the meeting were partic-
ularly concerned that the projected Senior Cit-
izens Housing in Little Tokyo is being held up.
All recently-funded Asian community service
programs are in danger of being wiped out; and,
worst of all, survival incomes of the aged and
families with dependent children are in jeopardy.
government cut-backs. |

The Kennedy-Johnson era of reforms-from-
above has come to a close. - The Nixon admini-
" stration is moving toward centralization of pow-
er while using the rhetoric of self-reliance. Thus,
Asian social workers are calling upon all Asians

to stand united in the face of the government
cutbacks in our communities.

The Yellow Brotherhood—1973

LOS ANGELES— Since its ‘‘official” closing in Oct-
ober 1971, the Yellow Brotherhood house has
been very much alive and still functioning. Now,
the YB is once again readying itself to serve hte
Los Angeles Asian community in seeking the
solution to the ever growing drug problem.
Since 1971, many community organizations such
as JACL, JACS, Asian Sisters plus Yellow Broth-
erhood members have been meeting and discus-
sing ideas and methods to restructure the YB
programs. .

Presently, members of the Yellow Brother-
hood house are combining their energies to re-
pair and maintain the physical structure of the
house. They are still meeting regularly, however
they are also seeking additional support and in-
put from concerned community members.

in order to reach out to the community
even further and to share ideas, the Yellow Bro-
therhood is planning a fun-filled tie-dye day on
March 10, 1973 from noon to 3 p.m. A work-
shop is also planned where people will have the
opportunity to gain insight into the programs
which the YB House is now developing. Their
address is 1227 Crenshaw Blvd.; drop by if you
have any questions, or call 938-4866 and just rap
a while.

Jefferson Food Buyer’s Club

With the cost of food on the rise, it is be-
coming increasingly difficult to get quality foods
at reasonable prices. Discount stores such as
Alpha Beta and Safeway offer no relief to the
forlorn, hungry shoppers and their little kids.
Especially in lower economic communities, ris-
ing prices loom before the helpless consumer.
It’s often the case where a person living in Bev-

i, ,
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U.S. Economic Aid to Vietnam (in Counterfeit
Bills)

HaNol— Counterfeit bank notes of the State Bank
of Vietnam have recently been printed and air
dropped over the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam by the Nixon Administration.

The new-tactic of Nixon’s was denounced by
the Vietnamese Bank in a statement last fall.
According to a clumsy White House explanation,

the fake bills dropped on DRVN territory were
merely “‘leaflets” meant to urge North Vietnam
not to “‘squander money on the war.”” In fact,

the so-called leaflet is but a stub attached to the
counterfeit note itself. o

What the U.S. government has done here
1S nothing less than blatant counterfeiting of

.money and smuggling that money into a foreign

state. This is a crime in any country and under
international law.

This tactic was used in an effort to under-
mind the DRVN’s economy and finances: somes:
thing which millions of tons of bombs have failed
to do. But all this was in vain, for the phony
bank notes are being scorned by the Vietnamese

people, who hand them over to the local author-
ities.

Farewell to Atomic Nancy

L0S ANGELES— On the night of February 14 many
followers of the ‘““Asian rock’™ band, Hiroshima,
packed the Ash Grove for the two final perform-
ances of Atomic Nancy with the group.

Exceptionally well performed sets had the
crowd in the renowned night club clapping,
stomping and shouting for more.

Hiroshima has gained fame within the Asian
American community not only for the great mu-
six they produce but also because of their willing-

T e —

e Tl e S

ness to perform benefits for community groups |

erly Hills can buy groceries at a lower cost with | ‘
and their concern to reach people through their |

better quality than his counterpart in the Cren-

Humboldt State Seeks Asian Americans

i 'Wmhl ¥ - m‘w—i A T ) ey N o R R S S ST T e SRR P IR L

HUMBOLDT, CA— It was recently announced by the
Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) at the
California State University at Humboldt that
twenty-five slots are available for Asian American
students in the Fall quarter, 1973
The EOP office at CSUH currently offers
the student academic advising, personal counsel-
ing, tutorial services and courses designed to aid
disciplines. Financial assistance 1s available also.
Applications and information about EOP
and this small northern California campus can be
obtained by writing to: '
John S. Wong
1016 F. Street No. 3
Arcata, CA 95521
The deadline date for the submission of the
applications is April 1, 1973. -
Say “Hi” to Jeanne for us.

shaw-Jefferson area.

In order to protect the consumer against
rising food costs, concerned community mem-
bers have organized a Food Buyer’s Club. An
initial investment of $§5 per household for a life-
time membership offers the buyer the rare op-
portunity to obtain quality produce and eggs at
wholesale cost. Members are able to obtain goods
at lower costs because the middle-man is elimi-
nated. The members themselves must take an
active part in the operating of the Food Buyer’s
Club. On Saturdays the food is distributed to
members at the Storefront between 1la.m. and
1 p.m. If you're interested in joining or want to
learn more about it, the Food Buyer's Club meets
on Wednesday evenings at7:30 p.m. at the Store-

front, 2828 W. Jefferson Blvd. or call 734-2666.

music.

As for their music, Hiroshima has developed
a true style and sound of their own. As Dan
Kuramoto, one of the band’s leaders once said,
“We’re playing music that comes from our expe-
riences as Asians in America, and it’s the music
our people want to hear.”” And on this night
he could not have been more correct. It was
a fantastic show.

With the departure of Atomic Nancy (who
is about to be married) the band now consists of
Dan Kuramoto on flute,sax and almost anything
else he can get his hands on; Bennie ““Ozzie” Yee
on keyboard and vocals: June Kuramoto, Koto:
Randy Yoshimoto, drums and vocals and Chris
Kawaoka on a thundering bass. Together they
provide some of the best sounds that ears can
hear.
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Planning: New York Asian Coalition

The most impressive experience I had
with the New York Asian Movement was partici-
pating with the Asian Contingent in the Anti-
War Demonstration i1n Washington D.C. on
January 20, 1973. Planning began three weeks
prior to that date in the warm, cozy United
Asian Communities Center. Asian people from
a broad spectrum of ethnic groups (Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, Filipino, Indian); political ori-
entarions (many were sent as representatives of
other organizations such as I Wor Kuen, Na-
tional Committee for the Restoration of Civil
Liberties in the Phillipines, etc.); ages and back-
grounds (young workers, Junior high and col-
lege students, older Niseis) came together (about
50 at each meeting) to plan for the demonstra-
tion. ©'his group became the New York Coalition.

Under the leadership of sophisticated and
experienced Asian brothers and sisters in the
Anti-War movement, detailed preparations were
made around publicity (leaflets were mailed out;:
passed out all over town), logistics, security, first
aid, follow up, bus and food arrangements, and
political education. (Prior to the demonstra-
tion, everyone received a concise, political edu-
cation session on the up-to-date i1ssues concern-
ing the treaty, the recent bombing, the role of
NPAC, etc..) Within three weeks, there were
well over a hundred people signed up to go to
Washington D.C.

The Asian Coalition was working in con-
junction with the November 4th Coalition, a re-
cently formed coalition of Third World anti-
imperialist groups and workers-oriented white
organizations. Omn January 19, 1973, the night
before the Washington D.C. demonstration, mem-
bers of the Asian Coalition also participated in a
Third World Community Anti-War Rally spon-
sored by the November 4th Coalition.

January 19, 1973 —November 4th Coalition Third
World Community Anti-War Rally.

Recognizing that most Third World people

in New York, because of lack of time and re-

sources, could not make the five-hour trip to Wa-
shington D.C. to express their feelings about the
Vietnam war (which has had 15.000 casualities
since the Treaty was signed), a Third World Com-
munity Anti-War Rally was held in an auditori-
um in the Third World community of the Lower
Eastside. The rally was held in solidarity with
the National Actions to be held on January 20,
1973 —actions demanding that Nixon sign the
Peace Treaty. The purpose of the rally was to
link the community struggles with the national
and international struggles (and to correct the
tendency which was happening in the past to
leave Third World community people out of the
Anti-War movement on the national level).

It was a long walk in the cold and pouring
rain to get to the auditorium, but inside there
were 1,000 Third World people! Puerto Ricans,
Asians, blacks, and a sprinkling of whites. The
program was bi-lingual. The first thing I was to
see was a middle-aged Chinese woman, she got
on stage and began to say, ‘I didn’t feel too
well tonight, but I came anyway because my
daughter is in the program.” Before I could
catch my breath, she was saying, with clenched
fists, ““Down with U.S. Imperialism!”’, “U.S. Out
of Vietnam,” “Solidarity of all Third World Peo-
ple!” This was followed by a group of
about 30 Chinese and Chinese Americans (mak-
ing up the Chinatown Committee in support of
the Nine-Point Peace Plan, which has a unifica-
tion of progressive forces in Chinatown, IWK,
a Chinese Marxist-Leninist study group, and
friends) who got up there and sang a Chinese re-
volutionary song—later with audience participa-
tion. After this, an old Chinese man about 80
years old got up and-sang three Chinese revolu-
tionary songs!

Next, a speaker from El Comite, a commu-

wile o — —

0 March 29731514

4 GIDRA .

ACOLD
RESISTANCE

Anti-War Demonstration:
A Report of Asian Americans in New York
Marching in Washington D.C.

nity based revolutionary Puerto Rican organiza-
tion, related the unity of struggle between the
Puerto Rican and Vietnamese people—both vic-
tims of U.S. imperialism. Finally, Gloria Gon-
zales gave the November 4th Coalition speech
which was going to be given in Washington D.C.
the next day—a speech which in essence said
that the leadership of the Anti-War/Anti-Imper-
lalist Movement must be held by Third World

‘and working people.

January 20: On the bus to Washington D.C.

T'he next morning (5 a.m.) we’re up and off
to the United Asian Communities Center. A
whole busload arrives from Chinatown and
another busload arrives with students, Niseis,
Asian Americans. As we get on the bus, bao
and hot tea and coffee dare passed out. Two
hours of Z’s and we get up to get to know peo-
ple in our bus affinity group (4 people, one
affinity group leader). The purpose of the affini-
ty group was to break down barriers between
people and facilitate communication between
“movement people” and those who had come
for the first time. We were handed a written pac-
ket containing information on the war; medi-
cal/legal/security information; flyer for coming

Asian events around the Vietnam Medical Sup--

ply Drive; and evaluation sheet.

For the demonstration, we were to march

in disciplined formation in rows of 8 across,

each row made up of one marching affinity

group. The purpose of the affinity group was to
have smaller units of individuals who would be
responsible for each other should the larger group
have to split up (if we were subject to a police
attack, for instance). There were 22 marshalls

(official persons responsible for overall leader- ,

ship and security of the group; plenty of trained
medics; and two scouts (people who moved a-
head of the group to survey the area).

Washington D.C.: At the Washington Monument

We arrive in Washington D.C.—Nixon’s In-
auguration speech is blasting from the tops of
buildings. We move to the Lincoln Memorial
where we meet up with Asians from Philadel-

phia, Boston, Washington D.C., Ohio, small col-

leges all over the East Coast and form the Asian
Contingent (about 200 of us). We then join up
with the November 4th Coalition and march to
the Washington Monument. There are 100,000
people! —(by police estimates at the time, whit-

tled down to 30,000 in the L.A. press). As far
as you could see—people! There were more of -

us than at Nixon’s Inauguration. Thousands of
Anti-Imperialist forces could be seen with little
NLF flags waving in the wind.

One experience impressed me in terms of

how the demonstration (Asian Contingent) was

organized and led was illustrated when the ques-
tion came up as to whether or not we, as an
Asian Contingent wanted to stay in support of
the November 4th Coalition speaker or leave for
a church in Washington D.C. where an Asian

Contingent program was being planned —to share

information and contacts among the Asians who
were there from all over the East Coast. It was
a question of time—we didn’t know if we’d have
enough time for both because the speakers were
taking longer than planned. It was about 10 de-

. grees (or below) weather and we had another twq

- be carrying on the Vietnam Medical Supply Drive

hour wait. There were political considerations,

however, like supporting the November 4th Co-

alition when they attacked National Peace Ac-
tion Coalition (NPAC) and maintaining the unity

of the Anti-imperialist forces, especially, among

the Third World people. Rather than the lead-
ership making an arbitrary decision—all of the
Asians in the Asian Contingent broke up into
their affinity groups, discussed the question, and
through their marshalls, came to a collective de-
cision. We decided to stay.

After an enthusiastic reception for and sup-

port for Juan Gonzalez, the November 4th Co-

alition speaker—we all split for the church. When
we got there, we got a chance to eat, thaw out,
and get to know the different Asians from the
East Coast. The program began with brief raps
by Asians from different cities on- what was go—
Ing on: programs and activities...

Makibaka

Then, a sister from the Pilipino group, who
had just returned from the Philippines (she had
been deported by the Marcos Regime for being
“subversive’’), got up to talk about what was
happening with the martial law in the Philippines.

- While she was talking she brought up the fact

that Marcos’ wife, Emelde, was one block away
from the church we were at, attending Nix-
on’s Inauguration Ball. A suggestion was made
for the Asian Contingent there to stage a small
mass action (stop and chant) in front of the
hotel where all this festivity was going on. We
had forty-five minutes to make a decision (be-
cause our bus was leaving at a certain time).
Scouts were sent out to survey the area. They
reported back that there were two truckloads of
National Guard nearby. A heated debate follow-
ed: one side argued that it was very imperative to
let Marcos and his cohorts know that wherever

they went in the world, there would be anti-im-
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ship—and thatnow was an opportune moment to

act. Others, although they were in full support
of the Pilipino struggle here and in the Philip-
pines, felt that it was tactically unwise because
it was Inauguration Night in Washington D.C.—
there had been police sweeps in the past after
large demonstrations. The other side pointed
out that we would be completely peaceful and
if asked to move on by the police, we would do
so; that precisely because it was Inauguration
Night, the police would avoid initiating a bloody
mess. Do we go or do we stay? It finally came
to a mass vote (among 200 Asians) and we
decided overwhelmingly to go! We quickly
formed back into our affinity groups, linked
arms, and marched toward the hotel. When

we got to the hotel, a burst of chants: “Maki-
baka!, Down with Marcos!”” 1 felt the unity,

strength and power of the people In the
deepest of my bones. We were indeed motivated
by a fighting spirit! We stayed in formation,
arms linked, until we got safely back to our
buses. Two cops tried to stop us but were
quickly dealt with (talked to) by the marshalls.
It was a day I'll never forget.

It was on the Anti-War/Anti-Imperialist
Front that I felt one of the major strengths of
the New York Asian Movement. And the work
is continuing. (About 15 Asian brothers and
sisters, who provided much of the core leader-
ship for the Washington D.C. demonstration,

are now forming an on-going political organiza-

tion which would provide direction, continuity,
and leadership to the anti-imperialist movement
among Asians .in New York. This group will

in New York—part of the national effort of A-
sians in America to collect money and medical
supplies for Vietnam. One of their events, in
addition to an on-going film series, wag a ‘“‘talent
night,* called “Bok Choi Blues Night.”)

—Merilynne Hamano
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DESVIACION: 100m.

FLASHES OF SAN DIEGO,

THE AMERASIAN CONFERENCE,
& MEXICAN NATIONAL HIGHWAY 1D

Two hours south of Los Angeles lies the
thriving community of San Diego. The sun
shines with alarming regularity down here, which
gives the populace the opportunity to wear cut-
off levis and miniskirts in the middle of winter.
San Diego is the pinnacle of Southern California
culture. The surf, the sun, and the hang-loose,
casual Californian generation all come together
here. It 1s, at once, refreshing and depressing. It
is fantasy land and purgatory. It is San Diego
with its smart rows of wood frame houses, lime
green lawns, and two rosy red cars in the garage,
“Them colored folk™ are people living on the
other side of town (which one rarely feels the
necessity to journey through). As for the rest of
the world... well, there’s always the six o’clock
news. Pictures of large East Coast ghettoes or
even smog-laiden L.A. seem like surreal night-
mares—unbelievable and remote. Conditions in
San Diego are too nice, too secure and it’s too
bad that all of this is only a facade hiding the
real situations of day to day struggles which the
alienated classes must experience. The minori-
ties are often given only token recognition, if not
totally overlooked. The working class is label-
led “‘rednecks” by the counter-culture and in re-
turn the counter-culture is called “‘dirty hippies.”
It is alienation from the “‘good life”” which leads
to this type of polarization, but the total envi-
ronment of this Southern California city makes
it easy to leave the problem unresolved.

Perhaps the experience of San Diego is
what the rest of the nation will someday suffer—
that of a numbing oppression where the sun, the
blue skies and warm ocean make the battle a-

gainst racism, sexism, and all the other evil “‘isms™

all the more difficult.
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Historically, the Asian American communi-
ty of San Diego reaches back to the late 1860’s,

when the first Chinese immigrants cstablished
6 GIDRA March 1973
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themselves in the city. These Asian pioneers
were the first to develop the now strong San
Diego fishing industry which laid the economic
foundation in the area.

By the turn of the century, a small but
tightly-knit Chinatown had developed and the
first waves of Japanese and Pilipino immigrants

were -settling into well-defined neighborhoods.

These Asian immigrants were instrumental in de-
veloping the local agri-business and the railroads,
while also laying a strong community base.

However, today in San Diego one finds no
Chinatown, no Little Tokyo; instead an Asian
American population widely dispersed. ““The
only place Asians really come together 1s at
school,” says a solemn Forrest Hong, chairman
of the Asian American Student Alliance at San
Diego State. ‘““That’s why it’s important for us
(AASA) to reach as many Asians on campus as
we can. This conference is just one means by
which we can do this.”

¥kkkkkkEEk

The rumors were spreading like some plague
of the dark ages. ‘‘Hey man, the Filipinos are
going to boycott the conference!” *“Did you
hear that all the brown Asians were going to pick-
et the conference?” “Wow, | just heard that
the people organizing the San Diego thing are
going ahead with it no matter what!!!™

ke kdkkkFkkEkk

One month before it was to take place, the
Los Angeles aréa started receiving information
concerning the Amerasian Perspective Confer-
ence in San Diego. At the same time the rumors
crept around. No one really bothered to verify
the rumors: instead, many paused to reflect over
the inter-ethnic relationships between so-called
yellow Asians (Chinese, Japanese, Koreans) and
brown Asians (Filipinos, Samoans, Malayans).
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“Isn’t it a pity,” was the prevailing attitude in
the air, perhaps hiding feelings which were more
difficult to express. And yet, many remembered
conferences in the past and looked forward, in

anticipation, to see how the movement was mov-

ing in San Diego. Intriguing promises of “‘major
speakers, films, workshops, special entertain-
ment, and a celebration dance,” lured, at least
momentarily, the imaginations of many for whom
San Diego was nothing more than a huge Navy
base. | |

\
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“There never was any boycott planned...
never!” emphasized Forrest Hong, *‘I don’t know

how that whole thing got started.” So no boy-
cott, no picket line, but as it turned out rela-

tions in San Diego between yellow and brown

Asians hadn’t exactly reached nirvana. “‘True,
there are a lot of problems within the San Diego

movement between us and the Filipinos,” ex-

plained Hong, ‘But most of them are due to per-
sonality clashes between community leadership.
A lot of behind the back stuff takes place, you
know, abuse of power and things like that. We’re

starting to iron a lot of them out and hopefully
it won’t turn into a ‘us’ and ‘them’ situation,

but I think some people already see it that way.”

% ok ok ok ok sk ok kR ok

Author’s comment: The following was ex- ‘.

tracted directly from notes and tape recordings
made during the weekend of the Amerasian
Perspective Conference, San Diego, February 16-
L7 19735 - | |

* According to Forrest Hong, the present “move-
ment’” activity at the San Diego State campus
came about, “Because we wanted to get EOP
for Asians going on campus. In order to do that
~ we needed a sponsoring organization to do a lot
of community relations type of work. So AASA
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going, we néed a continuing line of people be-
coming involved in the movement, at least here on

campus.”

* The chairman or moderator of the panel discus-
sion, a personable young man named Willie Wong,
just said “Let’s talk a little about the media
now.””  LUSEE B e . | Livasess sound of
chairs shullingscsis.  .......... more silence..........
“‘Has anyone seen that TV show, Kung Fu?"’ Ac-
tually, this topic is going nowhere. Strange
too, that these people who are obviously con-
cerned and motivated by their growing Asian
awareness cannot yet realize the power that the
media has in shaping their lives. ...The guy sit-
ting behind me just whispered to his friend,
“I'm going to get something to eat.”

* “Where you guys from?”

“Humbolt.”

“What!”

“Humbolt! ...We saw an announcement about

this conference in a Gidra that we bought from
some girl up there (Jeanne Nishimura, our Hum-
bolt distributor).”

“Wow!”’

“Yeah...so we decided to drive down the thou-
sand miles to San Diego and check out the con-
ference here ‘cause we’re just getting into de-
veloping Asian Amencan Studies on thc Hum-
bolt State campus, too.’

“What?! You guys drove all the way from...
...Sheeessh, you cats are crazy!!!”

“Yeah...we know.”

* It has occured to my rapidly decaying mind,
that at conferences such as these, real learning
and sharing experiences take place not only in

the “‘official”® workshops but also and perhaps

primarily in the spontaneous gatherings which
take place inevitably.

* “Actually, the movement in San Diego has
kind of a history of coming together and falling
apart over and over. These AASA people here
at State are just another, generation in that cy-

“cle.” —Anonymous.

* “There are about six or eight people who are

the core members of the Alliance here at State.

These were the people who also organized this
conference. Basically, it is aimed at the level of
understanding which is present here in San Die-
v0.”” —Anonymous. (AASA member).

* “*You know, up in L.A. there were all kinds
of rumors going around about a boycott of the
conference by brown Asians.”

“Brown Asians? Oh, you mean the Pilipi-
nos... Naw, there never was any boycott. The
thing was that we (AASA) were approached by
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Pilipinos without having their input into it.
We thought that was fair, but as it turned out
we didn’t plan any Filipino workshop or any
Japanese or Chinese workshop. The thing about
the workshops is that we wanted them to be of
a general application to all Asian ethnic groups.”
—A conference workshop leader.

* “Hey, that band Hiroshima is really good!!!”
“Yeah, they always are™

“You peoplein L.A. are really lucky tohave
something like them up there with you.”

“Yeah, we appreciate 'em.”

“Shoot...you people got everything going up in
LA

“What do you mean?”

“You know, like JACS.....and Gidra.....and CYC,

and, well.....eveything!”
“Well, ...I'm sure San Diego will get things goin’

soon.”’

“Well, ...I1 don’t know ’bout that.”

“Getting things started is rough—you need a
lot of energy to struggle on through.”

“Yeah... I guess so.”

“Just wait and see, pretty soon you people down
here will have all kinds of things happenin.”
“Wow!...”

“What?”’

“That band Hiroshima is really good!”

* ¢“] sat in the ‘Men & Women’ workshop for
both sessions. The first one was kinda messed
up. No one seemed like they knew what they
wanted to get out of it. The second session was
a little better ’cause people started speaking up,
you know, coming outta their shells.”” —A con-
ference attendee.

* “You know, for San Diego this conference
was all right. I mean, nothing really important
was produced, but I think for a lot of the local
people just the fact that they were able to come
and share and express their feelings was good for
them and good for the movement down here.”
—An AASA member.

MR KEEREFRE

Bumping along Mexican National Highway
1-D, hoping my wheels don’t fall off and think-
ing back to the Amerasian Perspective Conference
in San Diego. I remember in one of my last
talks with Forrest Hong, how he mentioned that
“the conference was really a rush job.” Ad-
mittedly, I was rather dissappointed by the small
turnout, which was never more than 150 peo-
ple (except at the dance). The actual organizing
and publicizing was begun only a month before
the conference was to take place, which was too
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short a time to develop any real direction and
input. Add to that the general attitude or re-
signation that the conference was basically a **San
Diego thing”” and you have discussions and work-
shops with only a localized focus or personalized
viewpoint. However there were exceptions to
this, specifically the Visual Communication and
the Community Organizing workshops were both
handled with objectivity and purpose, as for
most of the others—rambling, directionless raps
left many confused and frustrated.

Some people attributed the faults of the
conference to the inexperience of the organizers.
Yet, the movement in San Diego, no matter how
young or inexperienced i1s just as vital and carries
just as much potential as any other aspect of the
overall Asian American movement. And further-
more, despite all the criticism, obvious faults
and oversights, 1 witnessed a true sense of com-
radery developing... and that, above all else, ful-
filled any gaps which the conference itself pro-
duced. Isaw people coming together out of mu-
tual concern with bright hopes for the future and
trust in each other. And it is through these peo-
ple that the old San Diego sun became a lot
more warm and giving.

Yet, foreseeable problems are looming in
the future;lack of people-power at the San Diego
State campus makes the prospects of healthy
program development next year very cloudy
and Iin the community, the Asian movement is
quietly smoldering because of petty personality
problems. Patience is becoming a luxury which
1S ill-afforded. Perhaps the whole situation can
be attributed to the lack of a common purpose
or even a mutual understanding of objective con-
ditions. As one person at the conference had
told me, “It seemed as though everyone was
talking about the problems, but no one knew
what to do about them.” Maybe the Asian
American movement in San Diego is at that
level which we can call ““Phase 1,”” that period in
any socio-political movement where the problems
of society are given that first careful looking over.
Add to that the growing awareness of common
histories, common oppressions and common mo-
tivations and we have planted the seeds of re-
volt...

[ turn to my traveling companion and men-
tion that we should be in Ensenada in about
another twenty minutes. That’s when I noticed
the huge crevice in the road ahead, and the sign—
“Desviacion: 100 m.” Does that mean‘detour’,

or ‘devastation’? The Baja sun has apparently
frizzled my powers of rationalization. The car
crashes over the pitholes and continues south-
ward into the Mexican high desert. The journey
is far from over...

—Steve Tatsukawa
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An Asian American Fashion Show

in the movement’s revolutionary fervor to
forge a new life style free of materialistic
hangups we often try very hard to discard any
traces of our recent petty bourgeols existence.
A eood casoe 1in point 1s.in the clothing we wear.
In fact. we often find ourselves in contradic-
tion when we buy jeans and work shirts rather
than wear our now-dated but perfectly wearable
pin-striped ivy lecague shirt or that hot pink
princess line dress. Nevertheless, the movement
among Asiaun American people 1s relatively re-
cent and for that reason, although realizing
are not and should not be important,
they still often are. And let’s face 1t: It’s
still kinda fun to see the latest styles. Even
though as good revolutionaries we wouldn't be
caucht dead wearing them. At least, notany-
where where we might be remotely recognized
by any of our comrades. So when Alan showed
me the headline in the Rafu Shimpo reading
“James Shigeta to Host All-Asian Fashion Show
at Grove: ‘A Salute to Hollywood—The Asian
Women'.,” it was with a great. deal of ambi-
valent feelings that -led me to volunteer, as
well as being coercively persuaded, to cover the
January 28th fashion show sponsored by the
Parents’ Auxilary of the Los Angeles Chinese
Drum and Bugle Corps as a fund-raising event.
| was skeptical: all that front; the women who
come to see images of the way they should
look and dress: the men who come to see the
pretty young things strutting across the stage;
and, the feeling that 1 would certainly feel out
of place there. But I was also curious—not
only of what it would be like and who would be
there, but also a curiosity that was stirred up by
remnants of my attraction to fads and fashion.

[t was all arranged. Julian Falk, who along
with Terence Tam Soon were fashion designers
and co-producers of the show, was familiar
with Gidra and knew some of the staff members.
He was very open to having us cover the show.

clothes
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Evelyn came to pick me up an hour early
so we could decide what to wear. We had
been talking about it for a week and now that
the show was only two hours away, I still hadn’t
decided. We did agree, though, that blue jeans
might make us look a little too Conspicuous.
I modeled my only two long dresses and aiter
changing a couple of times, 1 decided to wear a
cotton granny dress. We were on our way. Al-
though it had been cold and rainy all week,
today the sun was shining and despite a strong
breezc, it seemed ‘like springtime. Parking was
nil or expensive so we had to walk two blocks
to the Ambassador Hotel from Evelyn’s parked
Datsun. As we neared the hotel entrance we
could hear strains of the overture from ““Ben
Hur” played in booming style by the ninety
horn-blowing, drum-beating, banner-carrying and
rifle-shouldering young people of the Chinese
Drum and Bugle Corps.

8 GiDRA March 1973

A jade pendant to number 609.

1 he 1mperial Dragons, as the corps is nick-
named, began in 1954 as the Chung Wah Chinese
Jrum and Bugle Corps with a few youngsters
in the Chinatown area participating. Today it
s the largest Asian American musical organi-
zation 1 the United States, with its partici-
pants coming from places as far as Orange County
to practice two times a week which exclude
any additional performance activities that come
once weekly through May to September. The
average age of a corps member is fourteen
years old although the age spans from eleven to
twenty-one. Most all of them begin through
their parents’ insistence and with no knowledge
of how to play an instrument. After an inten-
sive training period of two to three months
where they are trained on an instrument by
professional musicians and loyal alumni of the
corps, they have competitive units to determine
who will comprise the performing segment of
the corps. The corps encourages high scholas-
tic and aptitude levels and have had as many as

twenty straight ““A” students at one time. But

it’s not all work and no play. The corps has
social events such as beach parties, picnics and
banquets. As the Imperial Dragons finished
playing the last stanzas of ‘“‘Happy Shades of
Winter,” which marked an end to their perfor-
mance this morning, they began to joke with one
another and enjoy each other’s company. The
converstaion was average American teenage jar-
gon. No Chinese was spoken. Since 1t was
windy, one of the boys had difficulty lifting
his big drum into their specially designed equip-
ment truck. It takes money to maintain the Im-
perial Dragons and their instruments, truck,
uniforms, trips and staff—and lots of it. Hence
the continuous fund raising activities—the raf-
fles, carnivals, Moon Festival Balls and the fa-

shion show.
kg kkxk

Inside the hotel the Coconut Grove was
packed with fashionably dressed and coiffured
young matrons of the Asian American commu-
nity. Jade and pearl rings adorned most of the
women’s hands as they valiantly tried to-eat
their roast chicken as politely as possible. And
yet despite their polished appearance, a few of
them handled their knives and forks awkwardly
and exchanged their string beans for another’s
wild rice in a downhome style that reminded me
that, thank god, we still hadn’t become Asian
Emily Posts. ‘Midway through the ice cream
mold cake, the preliminaries began with each
table drawing tickets to see who got to take
home the table center pieces of potted yellow
chrysanthemums. Then the drawing for door
prizes began with the Chinese New Year’s baby
king and baby queen picking the winning num-
bers. A polar bear rug to ticket number 472.
Screams of

delight came from number 609’s table. Shi-
seido cosmetics. A fifth of Galiano. Hooray.
The Youth Dew Collection from Este Lauder.
Three knit pants outfits. A photo album. A

 beaded handbag.

A marble ashtray. That
secemed to be the end of the prizes and the
laughter and excietment seemed to die down
when the mistress of ceremonies announced that
another addition had been added to the door
prizes—a trip to Hawaii for two to winner num-
ber 205. Shrieks of delight spread throughout
the room and things once again went into a hub-
bub. The Parents’ Auxillary of the Imperial Dra-
gons were pros at putting together social events
and drawings and they knew what an audience
likes and the audience likes being surprised by
a sudden addition to the door prizes.

“Please return to your seats now, ladies
and gentlemen, they tell me they are ready to
start the show.” Dan, June and Benny from
Hiroshima began to tune up their instruments
and started to improvise background music for
the show. “We’re very pleased to have with us
today two very wonderful people that I'm sure

many, many of you have seen both on stage and

screen and at home on your little t.v: sets. We
are pleased and honored to have today as our two
moderators, Virginia Wing and Mr. James Shi-
geta. Would you give a-big hand to them,

please.” . ,
There was a pause and as the house lights

dimmed the stage and became the focal point of

all eyes. James Shigeta looking harried and
Virginia Wing smiling broadly and looking com-
posed, appeared on stage amidst applause and
a few whistles from the audience. Jimmie began.

“Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.
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They tell me that we’ll have something the la-
dies will enjoy and some models that the gentle-
men will enjoy looking at. Could .we tone the
music down just a wee bit please? Okay. And

no loud belching in the audience, please.™
“The Asian Women has long been the ob-

ject of mystique and glamor to the Western
world since the days of Marco Polo. The classi-
cal painters of Asia saw her as a demure, fragile
flower blooming with innocence and gentle
grace...” A slide show accompanied Shigeta’s
commentary on the Hollywood history of Asian
Virginia retorted, ‘“Chinese ladies don’t
belch,” and the audience laugh as Ms. Wing’s
smile became even more broad. Outwitted.
Shigeta began the show.
women as portrayed on the screen first by anglo
actresses, beginning with Lillian Gish in 1919

in “"Broken Blossoms™, all the way to the pre-

sent with Asian actresses themselves. Jenni-

fer Jones in “Love is a Many Splendored Thing”’

seemed to be the audience’s favorite anglo por-
traying an Asian woman as Shigeta announced.
“The most sought-after Asian female role of the
50’s went to a non-Asian, Jennifer Jones...”” and
applause came from the audience while Lisa Lu
gained the most applause for an Asian actress.
Ms. Wing moderated the fashion part of the pro-
gram with over sixty outfits being shown by the
Asian American Fashion Designers.

Designer Sue Wong favored the 40’s and

50’s look which involved costume-like outfits
such as the Hollywood hussey, a calypso outfit,
the Kansas City Bomber bikini, a Ragamuffin
clown pantsuit and a sequined tuxedo. Ms.
Wong’s model was Sandy Gaviola who is quite
an actress.
drawn more attention to herself than should be
accorded to a fashion mannequin but Ms. Wong’s
designs spoke for themselves and Ms. Gaviola
IS more an actress than a model and so her peri-
odic appearances on stage were fun and the audi-
ence seemed to enjoy her characterizations.

Alune Moy used quite a bit of suede and
leather in her designs and more than once used
her talents in leather to innovate rather than
emulate as shown in her patch-work, natural
chamois vest and skirt. Nevertheless when I saw
her suede Chinese peasant shirts, I couldn’t
help but think that Chairman Mao probably
would balk at the mere suggestion of something
like that. Her primary model was Anita whose
dancing movements made it evident that she
was an old pro at this game.

It’s difficult to pin point Julian Falk’s de-
signs although he did use quite a bit of hand
embroidered silk and pastel colors for sarong
designs and lounging pajamas. Especially ima-
ginative were his white caftan with a Rorschach-
like ink blot design and a simple white gown
with a frontal design done in crayola. Julian
was the only one who designed for brothers with
the exception of a few designs by Alune Moy.
The style was definitely flash with a heavy “Su-
perfly” influence. His main female model was
Ruby, whose style was demure even when she
accidentally slipped out of her halter top: a
trait that caught the eye of Universal Studios who
later offered her a lead in an upcoming motion
picture.

Carol Lee’s tie dying ability gave her de-
signs an added plus with her uses of colors of
purple, greens and blues. Her designs in the
show were representative of her original taste
that can be seen in her shops on Sunset Blvd.
called Mihitabels. Her model was primarily
Connie whose style was straight, poised and pro-
fessional.

Terence Tam Soon’s fashions were marked
by a flowing style with his use of yards of veiling
fabrics such as voile, chiffon and silk. Terence
used all colors but seemed to like to use touches
gold whenever possible. Characterizing a Chi-
nese influence on his designs was his frequent use
of the mandarin collar. His model was the grace-
ful Noriko who was also tested for a lead in a
motion picture by Universal Studios after her
appearance in the fashion show.

Perhaps the most mass marketability poten-
tial came from Loretta Leong Cymrot whose
entire line of designs could be coordinated and
interchanged with one another. She favored
two piece sports outfits using a great deal of o-
range and green in her clothes. Kay was Ms.

Cymrot’s model and she too had the poise of a
professional.

Some might say that she may have

Photos by Marie Kodani and Evelyn Yoshimura

The last outfit of this segment of the pro-
gram was a Sue Wong design, a silver pencil-cut,
full-length skirt with layers of ruffles on the bot-
tom and collar. As model Sandy dragged the
matching jacket behind her and disappeared off
stage, Virginia Wing announced that the show’s
awards would begin to be presented.
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For this year’s fashion show Asian Ameri-
can Fashion designers have established ‘he Anna
May Wong Awards to be presented to an Asian
actress and an Asian woman who best represent
the 1mage, life-style and community concerr of
the modern Asian American woman. This year’s
winners were Ms. Tina Chen and Ms. Pat Li.
James Wong ilowe received the award for his
contributions to the creative arts.

Anna May Wong was perhaps the only Asian
American actress of her time, the 1920’s—40’s,
to become a solid personality on the Hollvwood
scene. She was born in Los Angeles in 1902,

~one of seven children of laundry-owning parents

In the Hollywood area. She made her first film
while still in her teens and got her ‘big-break’ as
a‘slave girl in *"Thief of Baghdad™ in 1924. Her
popularity soared during the vogue for spectacu-
lar Oriental productions and she worked with
people such as Douglas Fairbanks Sr., Sir Law-
rence Olivier, Marlene Dietrich and Alfred Hitch-
cock. True she was stereotyped and played main-
ly oriental parts rather than acting roles but her
parts were substantial and her taste and looks
influenced the old Hollywood fashions. And so
Hollywood was good to her and her career flour-
iIshed, but during the 1920’s, her roles became
scarcer and scarcer until she virtually disappeared
from motion pictures in the late 40’s but for a
brief comeback in the 1949 “Impact.” Ms.
Wong was a Chinese American, born and raised in
California, only visiting China once finally in
1936, but all her life she played the foreigner.
She did not once have the opportunity to play
an Asian American role. She made her final
comeback in 1960 in “‘Portrait in Black,” only
to die of drug overdose the same year. The a-
ward 1s to her memory.
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“Well, Julian, how did you feel after the
show?” Evelyn asked.

1 was a mess,” Julian responded.

A few weeks after the fashion show. Evelyn,
Steve and 1 went to talk to Julian about the
show. Julian had just arrived at his yet-to-be-
opened Captain China shop on La Cienega Blvd
next-door to Jeans’ West. Julian’s friends and
workers, Bill and Lynn, were Busy taping on
silver velour backing to the display trays while
Julian was standing at the counter quickly wolf-
Ing down some homemade potato salad. He of-
tered us some. Julian explained how we had
caught him at a hectic time. but was nevertheless
willing to have us come and ask what we needed
to know. He explained how the Asian American
Fashion Designers put together the show last

conl. on page eighteen
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POETRY for the PEOPLE

Silent River

By the Silent River
the waters flow towards the sun
humble people, bent by its side -
viewing the streams, the gleams
of the midnite sun
children playing, singing
along the banks
remembering so vaguely
the stories of old
of wars, of revolution
of the new future
Oh, Silent River
run towards other lands
bring the spirit of justice,
of love, to other homelands
not thwarted by evils
but strong to envelope all
in tunes of peace
of universal peace

Playgrounds

On concrete fields we sit
Staring deeply to the sky
Clouds twist briskly
through winter breezes
A seagull lands between
the bungalows we face
at each other
Wondering who has more time
to make the first move
We continue our stares in
relaxing moods of nameless songs
Justifying our presence
our thoughts continue to swirl
Soon we would be near
so many hearts
There s much to be done
so much to learn and believe
When will there be time?

poems by Zenta

I'm seven and crying my ass off. I'm lea-
ving Yokohama, o-gee-chan and oba-chan. |
promise to come back though. Besides, I'm go-
ing to America, they have white wooden fences
and cocker spaniels and kittens that run and
jump. like the books at the American Army
school. Lots of hamburgers like at the P.X.

% % %k

A powerful and sophisticated propaganda
machine never censors. It swallows up the truth
and vomits it back up neutralized in the form
of, ““Here’s one point of view?” or ““One report-
er’'s opinion.” The state knows that information
presented In this manner is stripped of whatever
spirit 1t once possessed that might lead people
to action. The audience confronted with ugly
information, which may or may not be truth,

has thoughts about it but remains immobilized.

L

Nixon sends Kissenger on some inconse-
quential trip—the White House press boys build
it up—/on second page, third column is info
about stepped up military activity in Southeast
Asia. Fade out: now you see it, now you don’t.
Four blacks are brawling over some card game
on Adams and Rimpau—five black and whites
respond—a few blocks down on Vineyard, a gas
station is being hit by two blacks. Fade out:

now you see it, now you don’t.
& o ok
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My mother saves the aluminum plates of
T.V. dinners. They’re exotic, durable and shiny.
Being portable my sister and I eat apart from

our parents. The social interaction of gossip
and. haggling with the fish-mongers and otofu-
man for supper daily is replaced by a refrig-
eration unit capable of keeping one inside for
a month. But I like cold cantalopes.
# %k sk

1946-1948. My father is a pre-trial inter-
rogator at Judge Advocates Section, Yokohama.
He interviews NCO’s and lower in rank. He was
inducted into the Army as a Hawaiian colonial.

Far East Intelligence knows that mosf mainland

Niseis went by ‘““the book’—to prove their patrio-
tism and loyalty, and Hawaiian Niseis generally
being notorious gamblers with a don’t give a
damn attitude, and less adept at being bi-lingual.
The court interpreters are Mainland Niseis and
the pre-trial ones are. Hawaiian. Thusly, the los-
ers get the maximum penalties. The Asian tells
the Asian, ‘““You lose.”
F ok kg

I’m nine and attend Virginia Road Elemen-
tary school in Southwest L.A. I'm gonna have a
fight after school with a blood who called me a
ching chong jap. (To this day, I've yet to know
what ching chong means.) The Asian hates his
middle name Kiyoshi, and wants to be. black
like the rest of America. The Asian says, he
was born in Hawaii. After the fight, the Asian

tells the black, “You lose.”

ek Sk

Destined Teacher

my beautiful sister
only numbers separate our
years of struggle

yet you were strong willed
and self determined

and collided many a time
with the man

but be strong always

SO that i may learn from your experiences
for you are a teacher | '
though you are not here |
physically

a woman

bound to be sent to heaven

someone who paid the price of death
with the gift of life

who could be so unselfish

by giving your life

so others could learn

i call you teacher

i always will

Smokie

Graphic by David Monkawa

[’m fifteen and attend Dorsey High School.
For the past two Sundays, I've been teaching
eighth grade Asians at Centenary Methodist
Church on Normandie and Jefferson. I’ve been
confronting the students with questions about
why we say the pledge of allegiance. What

does that ritual mean? I’m dismissed by estab-

lished community members. One person speak-
ing up for me was a certain Bruce Iwasaki. Some

Asians tell some Asians, “You lose.”
A ok sk ok ' -

I’'m talking to Shuya Abe, I'm 20. (Abe,
assisted by Nam June Paik, developed the video
synthesizer. He has been in America for four
months.) He tells me of the enthusiastic ques-
tions and compliments he receives about Japa-
nese culture from the young people of America.
Although a brilliant man, Shuya does not see
America. Young Americans don’t see Shuya.

And 1 don’t see any compliments—except as

another.
d ok k ¥k .
The state would like nothing better than
upper class intellectuals, who speak “‘an esoter-
ic language,” understandable by those who can
afford good educations.
and artists contented, occupied with expensive
machinery or formal esthetic problems. Those
that see ought to be inactive. An ugly def-
inition of politics is desirable, something ugly
and scheming and associated with thirst for pow-
er which is to be “transcended’ by more cosmic
concerns. ' |
| —David Kiyoshi Monkawa

Keep sensitive people
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b “...Although primarily designed to serve the Ja-
+ panese community of Southern California, Lit-
: tle Tokyo is destined to become one of the
1 major tourist attractions for Los Angeles.”’

: —Annual Report, Los Angeles
& Community Redevelopment Agency
‘ Walking through the streets of Little Tokyo |
| in L.A., many things crowd one’s vision: the
busy traffic, the familiar shops and restaurants,
| the people walking by —old, young, in-between.
| But if you stop for a minute and really look

around, one thing becomes very apparent: the
buildings—many of which are over half a century
old—are slowly, but surely deteriorating from
age. It’s simple, then. A thorough process of
redevelopment of the area must take place in
order to keep Little Tokyo from being gobbled
up by the rapidly-expanding Civic Center (did
you know that at one time, Little Tokyo occu-
pied an area that was bordered by 1st Street on

the north, to Alameda on the east, to around T AW N A SRS R N it s 3:;: e
9th Street on the south, to Los Angeles Street b o M s TR A TN R e Satas s bl ut e Y gt o i s (g v gt
on the west?). See the map below for details. I G i IR AL S s AT e Raas ). -"!"“* TR

Redevelopment and Little Tokyo

For example, in 1950, a block-long chunk A
of Little Tokyo was leveled, and an awesome |
new Police Administration building (the °*Glass
House’) rose up in its place. Currently, the City
plans to level more of Little Tokyo within the
next two years.

During the early part of the 60’s, a group
of local nisei (second generation) businessmen
and property owners formed the Little Tokyo
Redevelopment Association (LTRA). Their in-
tention was to maintain the community of Lit-
tle Tokyo by and for its Japanese American in-
habitants: this was to their own self-interest, both

_#_—

as members of the Japanese American communi- {

¥ ty, and as businessmen and property owners. A !
N thriving community would mean thriving busi- é
ness. So LTRA proceeded to gather finances to |

begin to redevelop the community. But money— |

!

the kind that it would take to rebuild even parts
of Little Tokyo—was hard to come by. After
all, the community there is made up of many
small shops, restaurants and services; and the
residents are elderly issei (first generation), or ;
young workers' from Japan, none of whom have

the millions of dollars necessary to tear down,

relocate, then rebuild the whole community.
The only kinds of private businesses that could
afford to do this were a bank or savings and loan
company, like Merit Savings: large corporations,
like Kajima International; or exceptionally well-
to-do individuals—like medical professionals—all
combining resources, like the ““321 doctors.” So,
the three main sites to begin redevelopment were
Merit Savings, the Kajima Building (Sumitomo,
Horikawa, etc.), and the 321 Building. Thus,
the smaller businesses, many of whom have been
there for twenty, thirty or more years, along with
the local residents stayed in their old buildings
‘watching and waiting.

By the mid-to-late 60’s, enthusiasm within
LTRA seemed to go down: by 1968, they were
no longer pushing the action needed for Little
Tokyo’s redevelopment. The question of finan-

continued
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“Matsuoka. Redevelopment brings to mind the
San Francisco experience with its Trade Center.

A lot of criticism has been directed at it because
there’s been a sort of a takeover of the Trade

Center by Japanese business groups. 1 see this
as a very interesting facet of what’s going onin
Little Tokyo in Los Angeles today...that they’re
developing almost a Little Tokyo of segments,
where you have this group from Japan with—I
won’t say unlimited—but with huge expense ac-
counts at their disposal. You can see it in the
restaurants down there. You can tell, the “na-
tives”’ eat on one side of the street and they eat
on the other. There i1s no question of their
influence in terms of money, in terms of confi-
dence, in terms of their expertise in many areas.
They're setting up a sort of social system where
the Japanese Consul is becoming the social
leader again, and he’s reasserting his leadership.
People are beginning to look toward him now.

Odo. This is like prewar days then.

Matsuoka.” In a way, because all we’re seeing
now is a resurgence of Japan in general, and Japan
had such an influence before. Of course, we're
beginning to get a resurgence of this again.

Lin. Before it seemed that the interests of the
Consulate and the interests of the people were
the same, but if the San Francisco Tokyo and
Little Tokyo experience is any indication, it
seems that the foreign involvement in the U.S. is
not so much concerned with people who live
here. They’re now concerned with their own
business. -

&
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ces had to be answered 1f the project was to con-
tinue. It was eventually decided to submit a pro-
posal to the City Council to get federal aid
provided for urban renewal through the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
Seeing what happened with the nearby Bunker
Hill area, a provision-demanding a low-cost hous-
ing complex for senior citizens and working

Alright! Redevelopment of Little Tokyo
by and for the people was on the way! But not
quite. There was a provision in the federal fund-
ing that said the money could only be used for
1) the buying of land, 2) demolition, and 3)
relocation. The community itself would have
to come up with its own money to build. So,
back to the same question: “Who in Little

Matsuoka. You’ve hit the crucial difference right -
there. 1 think that’s really a most crucial thing
that we have to watch and look at. Just where
are the interests of the Japanese “‘interests”?
Are they with and for the people of the com-
munity or are they with and for whoever rules

pecople was pushed by people in the community.

In 1970, HUD responded by okaying a pro-

Tokyo has that kind of money?” And again,
the answer: large corporations, like Kajima.

Japan?...and that would be the business corpor-

atiors. The biggest source of money around

right now and that is available in vast amounts
is probably from Japan.

One of the things in the Redevelopment Pro-
ject that they’ve done in order to retain local
ownership as much as possible is to create local
property-owner-local development corporations.

jected budget of $50 million to be distributed
through the Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA)of L.A. A project office was, then :opened
in Little Tokyo. This project was to cover a
period of ten years, and lookcd like this:

The following is an excerpt from an inter-
view that appeared in Roots, 1971 between
members of the staff of the Asian American
Studies Center at UCLA, and two former CRA
people in Little Tokyo, Jim Matsuoka and George
Umezawa. ,

Umezawa. This is where property owners whose
property is acquired by the.Agency are getting

E. = _ :
| - e the first priority to form a corporation to build
'ACTION AREA N22 | up whatgver development is being planned for
i | that area. They will be responsible for the finan-
e R = —_— cing of the project, for developing it and man-
E gl:l;) TDn UO{;FTlom '.Zf,‘; 7 - SN ) ACTION AREA N2 | agement once it’s complete. In this way the
———— - T ’ 'I | B S —— SHOPS AND OFFICES Same people that have control of that land now

will also retain control of it in the future.

\
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PERIOD OF 1973-
CONSTRUCTION

Odo. What about the residents themselves.

Umezawa. This is a weakness I see also. The
Redevelopment Project has what is called the
Little Tokyo Community Advisory Committee,
and supposedly, this is the advisory group to the
Redevelopment Project. They’re supposed to be
in on all the planning and setting up of priorities
for the project....I see a lot of businessmen in
there, a lot of professional people, but few res-

TR P e e e

e o— — i

ACTION AREA N2 3
SENIOR CITIZEN HOUS -
ING AND CHURCHES

PERIOD OF
CONSTRUCTION

) 25 %0 W0 290 I:H'

]
W—?—_
.

GRAPHIC SCALE IN FEET

'ACTION AREA N2 4
| CULTURAL
" COMMUNITY CENTER

R —

PERIOD OF |19 75 -
CONSTRUCTION 1976

March 1973

12 GIDRA




S ==

know how it can be alleviated.

Matsuoka. 1 think one of the problems with the
residents is that a large number are transients.
They're here one day and gone the next and you
can’t keep track of them. The remaining group

are the elderly and their economic positions are

very poor in many ways. It’s difficult to get
people like this to participate if you make strong
efforts to get them...I doubt very much if any-
body’s made that kind of effort to get to people
like this. _ -

One of the things we might want to talk
about are some of the segments within the com-
munity today. The most significant one to
watch, 1 believe, are the Japanese from Japan.
How much power they’ll eventually have and how
much influence they’ll exert. Another segment
of course is the commercial element that have
been there for years that is taking an integral part
in the redevelopment of the community. Ano-
ther, the third force that is making a lot of
changes within the community is the young peo-
ple. This is a thing to watch too, as | think
there might be a time of increasing conflict be-
cause the younger people are beginning to make
significant inroads into the community. Before,
the older people had a tendency to dismiss the
young people as a “*here today, gone tomorrow”

type of thing. But they’re beginning to realize
the seriousness of the thrust and are sort of mov-

ing against it. I think Chinatown had a similar

experience when the Six Companies really moved
against any group that threatens to upset things.
The Little Tokyo community has taken a
little longer to respond, but many of the people
are beginning to realize the seriousness of the
younger peoples intentions of working within
Little Tokyo as a means of recreating a com-
munity and moving towards some changes in
this society. They definitely see it as a threat.

Umezawa. You notice that the most impressive
structure i1s maybe the Kajima building.

Matsuoka. The money and power behind things
like that is awesome; it’s overwhelming.

Tachiki. s there any merging between powerful
Nisei business figures with some of the Japan-

based businesses. I'm talking about those Nisei
businessmen who are developing profitable bus-
iness relationships with Japanese firms.

Matsuoka. 1 don't know exactly how much in-
fluence is being moved around there, but I think
it’s beginning to grow. Did you ever see a list of
Japanese corporation representatives in Southern
California? It’s fantastic. —

Wong. It’s like a cycle going back to the 30s and

the prewar days again, where the Japanese com-

munity is conservative and imperialist because the
very structure in the community such as banking
and all the businesses are being run and con-
trolled by the Japanese in Japan.

Matsuoka. Our control may well be gone. There

will be faces down there (Little Tokyo) that look -

Oriental, but we’ll be pushed out to the hinter-
lands of Crenshaw. We may be on the outlying
areas looking imm, and we’ll see a whole bunch
of people and it won’t be us. and when | say “‘us”
| include businessmen. It won’t even be us In
that respect. "

Odo. s there any chance that Crenshaw might
develop really divorced from the Little Tokyo
area? To what extent will even Monterey Park
develop as an autonomous Asian American, Japa-
nese American entity. '

Matsuoka. Personally, 1 feel that Little Tokyo
<hould always be a center of Japanese American
activity if we aren’t pushed out. I don't think
outlying areas like Crenshaw and Monterey Park
can offer the same sort of things that Little
Tokyo can. They are more Americanized and
they really are not the type of thing that Little

Tokyo is...its strong association with the culture
of Japan and its background of history of Japa-
nese in America. Those other placesare sort of
like a Japanese community. They’ve got beauty
shops, etc., but these are just services that you

can get anywhere else. It just happens to be that
they’re owned by Japanese Americans. The cen-

ter for the cultural arts...the schools,..most of

them are located around the Little Tokyo arca
if not inside it or somewhere close by. Your
established social organizations will always be in
Little Tokyo. Little Tokyo will stay important
to the entire Japanese community.”

For those people who don’t live or work 1n

Little Tokyo. the happenings there are <still im-
portant. In Los Angeles county, just as in other
cities 1 the U.S., urban renewal moves on the
urban communities of Third World and white
working people.
There are various reasons for this, but the two
main reasons are racism and economics. Racism
forces Third World people into pockets, ghettos.
barrios: the experience of the issei in California
might be applied to the experience of other Third
World people.

“Because of the racist attitudes held by
Californians, the Japanese found it necessary to
band together in their own ethnic communities.
Thus, Little Tokyos, Nihonmachis, J-Towns were
created. In these communities the issei found
psychological and economic strength in unity
and numbers. They were with people who
spoke the same language, ate the same food.
knew the same songs and stories, and celebrated
the same holidays and festivals. They found
security in being with people who were under
the same outside pressures (or racial prejudice)
and who came from the same background. In
J-Town, isolated from the ‘outside’ world, the
1ssel could work with, rather than compete
against, people on their own terms—where there
was an equal chance of surviving.” (Rodan

The second reason for urban renewal is
that the eity is-losing money on run-down neigh-
borhoods. Most of the well-to-do people have
split to the suburbs, so only Third World and
white working people remain in the inner city.
T'hey don’t bring in much tax money. So the
city rebuilds deteriorated areas—makes them
worth more, which means higher tax revenue.
Along with that, redevelopment forces the local
people out of these areas and attracts white,
white-collar people back into the inner cities
(e.g. Bunker Hill).

The history of Little Tokyo in L.A. dates
back nearly a hundred years. Even today, it is
the focus of Japanese Americans all over the

L.A. area: whether it’s for a cultural event, to do

some shopping, to go to the doctor, dentist; to

visit community organizations like JACS-AI, the
Pioneer Center, Amerasia Bookstore, or just to
come back to walk around and eat. A survey
taken by CRA indicates that out of the 100,000

Japanese Americans in the L.A. area, 50,000

people make a trip to Little Tokyo at least twice
a month, from wherever they are—San Fernando,
Long Beach, Orange County, etc. That’s a lot
of people coming into the area. Little Tokyo is,
and should remain, a community, not a tourist
attraction.

Little Tokyo represents a living link with
the history of Japanese in America—a history that
Japanese American young people are just begin-
ning to realize and be proud of. This is very
important to many sansei (third generation) who
grew up confused, even ashamed of being Japa-
nese—wanting, instead, to be white, or black, or
Chicano. But that history is also important to
our community as a whole, in order for us to
begin understanding and dealing with problems
we share, like drugs, generation gaps, etc. What
we are today is a result of what happened to us,
our people in the past. In order for us to find
solutions to our problems, we must begin to
come together—old, young, in-between—to share
our life experiences, and together, begin work-
in and fighting for change.

—FEvelyn Yoshimura
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HIGH TIDES AND
ROUGH WATERS

OR HOW TO FIX YOUR “JOHN”

“unLOADING ZONE—-ALL DELIVERIES
THROUGH REAR“ —sign on Gidra's bathroom door.

It's a fact. According to reliable sources,
the average adult human being living in the
United States deposits over 450 pounds of
waste material each year. 450 pounds.

“Shee-it!”

You said it. 450 pounds is quite an
accomplishment—something like 1.2 pounds per
day. Honest! This fact might lend some In-
sicht into the origins of that ages-old Westside
expression, ““Man, 1 was shittin” bricks!” Yeah,
man, vou ain’'t be bullshittin’ neither.

Now, where do all those ‘bricks’ go? |1
know, 1 know. ...““They go sloshing on out to
the ocean somewhere, don’t they?” Sure, |l can
dig it. But where does that long odyssey begin
for our little friends? That’s right, in a toilet—
probably similar to the one youTe sitting on
richt now.* And what this article concerns it-
self with. is how to give those little buggers a
righteous ‘send-off,” briskly wisking them off to
new, more exciting adventures on the high seas.

But first, a short explanation, of sorts.

It you’ll recall, beginning over a year ago,
and lasting through several months, Gidra began
including a number of articles dealing with
things like: how to start up a garden (December,
1971), tips on how to buy a guitar (November,
December. 1971). and also a number of “how
to”” recipes. 1 even wrote once on how to buy a
used car (December, 1971). If you noticed
though, in each of those articles, we failed to
explain why exactly, we felt those topics 1m-
portant: we were advocating the values of a
new life style without explaining the importance
of them, the politics that are involved with, for
example. how to fix toilets.

What am | talking about?

Let’s imagine you come down with ‘the
flu.” Or, at least, that’s what you thought it
was. Alluvasudden, your temperature shoots up
to 104 degrees, you can’t climb out of bed, you
begin babbling incoherent gibberish but between
sentences, your mind flashes: °...better see a
doctor...” So, there you are at the doctor’s
office, in the waiting room, seeing Dark Clouds...
‘.. I've probably got a type of bronchial pneumo-
nia, maybe with rheumatic fever...my hair 1s go-
ing to fall out soon, then my legs will give way,
and then I’ll go deaf—if I'm lucky, they’ll be able
to save my eyesight...” In a quick minute, the
examination is over—you await the diagnosis
(‘...and then my nose will fall off...”). “A cold’s
what you got—get plenty of liquids, some aspirin,
stay in bed.” ‘“Oh.” And before you're com-
pletely well, there’s a $15.00 doctor bill sit-
ting in your mailbox, for “services rendered.”

This happens a lot: when our car ‘‘makes
a funny noise,” when the sink *“‘doesn’t work
right,”” or even when we ‘““don’t feel good.” We
rely to a sometimes ridiculous extent on profes-
sionalism. As a result, we oftentimes pay for
simple adjustments, remedies, and repairs that
we ourselves could have been capable of per-
forming—if only we had known how to do it.

It’s all part of building self-reliance, and in
the process, creating our own alternatives. By
breaking down those mystical exaggerations con-

cerning who is able to fix this, who is qualified to
operate that, we can learn to do a lot of those
things ourselves. So, let’s start.

i ok ok ok Sk ok ok sk ook sk

We'll need a little briefing on how a toilet
works before we can get down to solving prob-
lems. A diagram will help us:

S

|
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The arrows indicate the flow of water when you
flush the toilet. Basically, what happens is that
when the toilet is flushed, water comes down
the sides of the bowl, pushing the shit down to-
wards the bottom, where a strong current of
water pushes the shit through an ‘exhaust pipe’
to the main sewer pipe. From there on, it’s
high tide and rough waters.

Now that we have a very basic understand-
ing of how a toilet operates, we can get down to
fixing one of the most common problems that
occur: the leaking ‘ohn.” If your toilet i1s
leaking, you’ll hear it making a high-pitched
noise all the time.
There are many causes for this malady: it could

be rust, mineral deposits, a faulty supply valve, -

even your ball-cock (say wha?).

The first thing to do to find out exactly
what is causing the leak, is to lift the cover off
the ‘toilet tank’ (that’s the large box located be-
hind the seat). Both the toilet tank and lid are
usually madeofporcelain, and should be handled
very carefully. 1 was told that just a good push
is all it takes to crack the sides of the tank, so
watch out. Place the lid onto the floor, lying
flat, somewhere where you or someone else won't
go steppin’ all over it. Take a look inside the
tank, and see if you can find these various parts:

*the ball float: This should be easy. It’s
usually a sphere made of light-weight metal,
‘'with a metal rod sticking-out of it. The
metal rod is called the ball float arm. The
ball float arm is connected to an assembly
called...

*the ball cock: at least, that’s what the

It sounds like it’s leaking.

plumbers call it. The assembly controls the

flow of water into the tank. More on this

later.

*the tank ball: if you can see clearly to the

bottom of the tank, you’ll see a rubber

plug with wires running from the top of
it to the toilet handle—those wires are called
lift-wires.’

[f you stare into the tank as you flush the
toilet, we can learn how these parts operate
together. As the toilet handle is pushed down,
the lift-wires lift the tank ball. When this hap-
pens, a hole in the bottom of the tank i1s uncov-
ered and the water escapes, the float lowers with
it. Simultaneously, the float arm opens a valve
in the ball-cock assembly, which channels a new
supply of water into the tank. When the water
level nears the bottom of the tank, the tank ball
is drawn back down onto the hole by the suc-
tion power of the escaping water. Once the tank
ball is back on top of the hole, the tank begins
to fill, and the float rises. When the float reach-
es a certain level, fhe float arm will shut off the

valve in the ball cock assembly, and the thing will

be ready to carry off another load. Simple.
A worn tank ball (the rubber plug that

covers the hole in the bottom of the tank) isa
common cause for leaking toilets. If the rubber.

is old, rotting, and cracked, the water in the
tank will escape slowly and the level of water will

never be able to rise to the level where the ball--

cock can shut off. You can check the condition
of the tank ball by rubbing your fingers across
the rubber: if black stuff comes off onto your
fingers you have a worn tank ball. But that might
not be the only cause, so check out the rest of
the possible causes before you try to replace it

(the replacement procedure will be outlined be-

low).

“If you shake it twice, you’re playing with it.”

Let’s assume your tank ball is in good con-
dition, but the toilet is still leaking. If you have

a toilet that stops leaking when you shake the

handle, there’s a couple of possible causes. The
hole at the bottom of the tank, which is covered
by the tank ball (remember?), sometimes acquires
mineral deposits or rust, and makes it impossible

for the tank ball to seat itself correctly. To cor-

rect this condition, we have to empty the tank of
water. How? Look below the tank and find a
handle that seems to be connected to the wall
with a tube running up to the tank. See it?
That’s the ‘angle stop.” If you turn the handle
clockwise, you’ll shutoff the supply of in-coming
water. Once that’s done, flush the toilet. Now,

there should be only a few inches of water in the

tank, which you can lower even further by lift-

ing the tank ball and splashing the water that re-
mains down the hole. We can get the tank ball

out of the way (or replace it by) unscrewing the

lift-wire coming out of the top of it and re-
moving the tank ball and lift wire completely out
of the tank. If you've done this, go and get a
sheet of light sandpaper and, very carefully,sand
completely around the top edge of the hole,
where the tank ball sits. Plumbers have a special
‘honing’ tool to do this, but we can use sand-

paper (at least, we can try...)—if we:re careful to /
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sand the edge evenly. If we sand down only
where we see a lump of mineral deposits or
rust, we might create an uneven seat for the tank
ball and have another larger leak on our hands.

S0, if this is your problem, and you’re attemp-

ting to do this with sandpaper, please be careful.

If the hole is in good shape, but you still
have to shake the handle to stop the noise, the
remedy could lie in a simple adjustment of the

lift-wires. Sometimes the lift-wires are not aligned
correctly, and cause the tank ball to fall off its
mark, and sit incorrectly on top of the hole.
There are two lift wires, one comes straight up
from the tank ball and passes through the eye

~ of the other lift-wire which is connected to an
extension of the toilet handle. It looks like this:
1
3

- lifts the wires up straight.
.~ if there is about a one inch space between the
~ two ‘eyes’ of the lift-wires.

- sure that the tank ball can drop down all the

When you jiggle the handle of your toilet,
what you're doing is trying to seat the tank
ball correctly on top of the hole. So, first

check and see if the toilet handle extension and

the lift-wires are aligned. When you flush the
toilet, do the lift-wires come straight up? If
not, bend the handle extension over until it
Also, check to see

This space makes

If you've checked those things out and you

~ still got a leaking john—don’t give up, there’s
~ still a few more things to consider.
~ your float has a hole it it. Sounds dumb, but
it happens, and when it does, the float sinks,
~ the float arm keeps the ball-cock valve open,
~and the tank fills with water. Toilets are equip-
- ped with overflow tubes for just such emergen-
. cies, so don’t worry about “What if this happens
~ when I’m gone for the summer?”” Yourstash will
- still be dry, you'll just have a $200 water bill.
~ If you have to change the float, you have to
~ shut off the water supply (the ‘angle stop’)
- first. You can figure out the rest.

- A simple adjustment of the float arm can
~ stop a leaking toilet... of course, only if that’s
- what the problem is. Occasionally, the float
- arm is bent in such a way that the water level

Maybe
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little screws on the top of it?

can never raise the float (and the float arm) to
the shut-off height. If this is the case, simply
bend the float arm downward, pushing the float
towards the bottom of the tank slightly. This
will lower the height of the shut-off water level.
In most tanks, there is a waterline indicated on
the inner wall somewhere. See it? If you want
to have a toilet with a good, forceful, efficient
flush, bend the float arm until the water level is
up to the indicated mark: bend up to raise the
water level, bend down to lower it. Try not
to get too carried away with this adjustment
though, or you’ll snap the thing in half.

Any of the simple tasks outlined so far
would cost you, in terms of dollars and cents,
about $15 if you called a union plumber, and a
minimum of $13 for a non-union plumber.
‘Course, this is little consolation if you’ve done
all of these and the thing still leaks. Does it?
Still?!  Well, then, the trouble lies in a faulty

~ ball-cock assembly...

Once in a while, some small bits of rust
find their way into the ball-cock and mess up the
smooth operation of the supply valve inside.
preventing complete closure and allowing water
to continue running. If you’re sure that none of
the other problems are what’s causing the leaking
noise—then this is the next place to check.

There are many different types of ball-cocks,
but the most common type is the Mansfield
ball-cock. Look at your -ball-cock—are there

Chances are

The supply valve travels up and down inside the
ball-cock and is controlled by the movement
of the float arm. When the toilet is flushed, the
float dips and the float arm rises from the pres-
sure of the new-water supply, which flows around
the valve and eventually into the tank.

If the leaking is caused by rust or mineral
deposits in the ball-cock, you’ll see it on the
section of the ball-cock you just uncovered.
That’s where the supply valve sits. Wipe the
area clear of any visible particles and then turn
on the angle stop and let a stream of water clear
anything else from the supply pipe. Then, rinse
off the supply valve, and, while it’s in your hands,
rub the rubber part of the valve and see if it’s
worn or rotting. If it is, finding a replacement
valve for your particular ball-cock will be pretty
difficult—most hardware stores sell the whole
ball-cock assembly. So let’s keep our fingers
crossed, and put the whole thing back together,

and flush 1t.
Still leak? Are you sure? I don’t mean to

be skeptical, but are you perhaps imagining that
leaking noise? Maybe there’s a jet passing over-
head, or your hot-water kettle is whistling? —go
see. Neither? Then you have to replace your
ball-cock, and, as you can probably guess, re-
placing your ball-cock is a major operation.
The plumber that I gathered all this informa-
tion from (who, for personal reasons wishes to
remain anonymous), explained the lengthy pro-
cedure to me in great detail. If it 1s the case that

two out of three there are, and it’s a Mansfield
ball-cock you’ve got. Good, now the first thing
to do is close' the angle stop and flush the
toilet. All set? Now, unscrew the screws that
are visible on the top of’the ball-cock, and lift
off the cover. If you heard some little g1Zmo

just drop to the bottom of the tank, that’s the

supply valve. If you’re fortunate, it didn’t drop
down the hole, and you won’t have to wind up

buying a new one. Whatever the case, it should
look like this:

Postscript.
plumber to aliow me to reveal his identity. Mike Yanagita has
served the community through a number of different projects
ranging from AMMO (Asian Movement for Military Out-reach)

to the Creative Workshop (a group of people working with

children).

:.Ha_ﬁrentlce. and confessing, “...1 ain’t got my shit very together,”
]

your toilet still leaks, and you refuse to_be ripped-
off by the ‘‘pros,” walk on over to a near-by
telephone and dial (213) 734-7838, and ask for
Jeff. That’s me. [I’ll be happy to explain this
procedure to you personally. This is not a ‘cop’
by any means—I’m serious! You can write me,
if you prefer, at: P.O. Box 18649, Los Angeles
90018. This is for real and I ain’t be bullshittin’
neither...

kkk  kkk  kkxk  kkk  KERXE

“One of the great enjoyments in liie,” as
was once sighed by a relieved Gidra stafier, 1s
made all the more so when the experience ends
with the reassuring whoosh of a smooth-running
toilet. “*Know your enemies, know your friends,’
a man once advised. Surely a device that per-
forms the uiieviable task of shuffling 450 pounds
of human waste out of sight and smell each
year, year after year, must be a friend of some
sort. And hopefully, this brief introduction has
only been the start of a lasting and intimate

association. Get acquainted!
—Jeff Furumura

After some discussion, I was able to convince the

Altho just entering into the plumbing field as an

e was more than willing to share with us all the information

inc_luded in the articlc above. Without Mike’s assistance, this
article could not have been written. —JF
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“Ladies and Gentlemen,” announced the
genteel British diplomat, raising his glass to offer
a toast, “i give you Prince Sopsaisana, the up-
lifter of Laotian youth.”

The toast brought an appreciative smile from
the guest of honor as well as cheers and applause
from the luminaries of Vientiane’s diplomatic
corps, that were assembled at the farewell ban-
quet for the Laotian ambassador-designate to
France, Prince Sopsaisana. A member of the
royal house of Xieng Khouang, the Plain of Jars
region of Laos, the Prince was vice-president of
the National Assembly, chairman of the Lao Bar
Association, president of the Lao Press Associa-
tion, president of the Alliance Francaise, and a
member in good standing of the Asian People’s
Anti-Communist League. The Americans consi-
dered him an outstanding example of a new gen-
eration of honest, dynamic national leaders, and
it was rumored in-the Laotian capital that Sop-
salsana was destined for high office some day.

The final send-off party at Vientiane’s Wat-
tay Airport on April 23, 1972 was one of the
gayest affairs of the season. His arrival at Paris’s
Orly Airport on the morning of April 25 was the
occasion for another gala reception. The French
ambassador to Laos, and the entire staff of the
Laotion Embassy had turned out to welcome the
new ambassador. Curiously, the Prince insisted
on waiting for his luggage like any ordinary tour-
1st, and when his many suitcases finally appeared
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after an unexplained delay, he immediately no-
ticed that a particular one was missing. Sopsai-
sana angrily insisted that his suitcase be delivered
at once, and French authorities promised, most
apologetically, that it would be sent to the Lao-
tian Embassy as soon as it was found. Sopsaisana
departed reluctantly for yet another reception at
the Embassy, and while he drank the ceremonial
champagne with his newfound retinue of ad-
mirers, French customs officials were examining
one of the biggest heroin seizures in French his-
tory.

The Ambassador’s suitcase contained sixty
kilos of highgrade Laotian heroin—worth $13.5
million on the streets of New York, its probable
destination. A week later, a smiling French of-
ficial presented himself at the Embassy with the
suitcase 1n hand. Although Sopsaisana had been
bombarding the airport with outraged telephone
calls for several days, he suddenly realized that
accepting the suitcase was tantamount to an ad-
mission of guilt and so, contrary to his righteous
indignation, he flatly denied that it was his. lg-
noring his declaration of innocence, the French
government refused to accept his diplomatic cre-
dentials, and Sopsaisana remained in Paris for no
more than two months before he was recalled to
Vientiane.

This is only one rare glimpse (taken from
Hurper’s Magazine, July 1972) of the workings

o

- of the Laotian drug trade. That trade is the prin-

cipal business of Laos, and to a certain extent,
it depends on the support (in money, guns, air-
craft, etc.) of the United States’ Central Intel-
ligence Agency (ClA).

Prince Sopsaisana had allegedly received his
sixty kilos of heroin through an aggressive Lao-
tion general named Vang Pao, who happens to
be the commander of the CIA’s secret army in
northeastern Laoss. He has commanded that
army since 1961. -

_.wa Mkﬁ_n; S . e m e e oao o L R

But the American embassy remains unaware
of his involvement in the narcotics traffic. This
benign attitude was expressed in a December,
1970 letter by Ambassador G. McMurtie Godley
to a journalist inquiring about the opium traffic.
Godley wrote: ‘“The purchase in Southeast Asia
is certainly less difficult than in other parts of =
the world, but I believe the Royal Laotian Gov- =
ernment takes its responsibility seriously to pro-
hibit international epium traffic.... However,
latest information available to me indicated that
all of Southeast Asia produces only 5 percent
of narcotics which are, unfortunately, illegally
imported to Great Britain and the U.S. Asyou
undoubtedly are already aware, our government
is making every effort to contain this trafficand :
[ believe the Narcotics Bureau in Washington D.C.
can give you additional information if you have 5;-*_;‘.-'3-.
some other inquiries.” (Harper’s, July 1972).
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| m fhe latest information available to
ﬂut the .majonty of American G.1.’s were
¢ heroin coming from Laotian laboratories.
ylﬂ he see it necessary to mention two other
cts: (1) In 1967, the United Nations reported
poppy farmers in northeastern Burma, north-
Thailand, and northern Laos, a region
D\ /n as the “Fertile Triangle,” were produc-
e 1,000 tons of raw opium annually, about
rcent of the world’s supply; and (2) during
last several months of 1970, more American
C ers were evacuated as casualties from South
Jietnam for drug related reasons than for reasons
mg to do with war wounds. (Harper’). |
Rather than sending U.S. troops into Laos.
-?-,ii _j' successive American Presidents and their
oreign policy advisors worked through the CIA
0 build the Meo guerrillas of northern Laos i'ito
-'5 e only effective army in Laos. The funda-
11 1tal reason for American involvement in any
‘aspect of the Laotian opium traffic lies in these
D ydemmons and they can only be understood
e context of the secret war in Laos—a war
Whlch Vang Pao emerged as one of the prin-
#,“ figures.
Since the production of opium in the Mid-
le East is on the decline, Southeast Asia has
s scome the: world’s largest supplier of opium.
eo tribesmen have been encouraged to cultivate
'_ trm poppy as the principal cash crop: and
__',:’f’: 5S ured of food supplies from the CIA, the Meo
"*-"w given up growing rice to make room for

ﬂ'l'lore land to grow opium.
!

CIA operations with Meo guerrillas began
n 1956 as part of a regional intelligence-gather-
y program. General Edward G. Lansdale, who
? ‘ﬂu'ected much of the Defense Department’s stra-

tegc planning in Indochina during the early years
f the Kennedy Administration, recalls that these
-'.-_f illtribe operations. were set up to monitor

“Communist infiltration.” The main thought

m to have an early warning with these tribes
k. "ﬂ'ﬂ the mountains getting intelligence of North
Vietnamese movement. This would be a part of

i defanswe stmegy Gf saving the rice producing
st of Thailz d Vietnam by sealing off

‘lll I|'

S - n viet ; ';i:‘--%FS;;;;-ﬁar: Y- "~':".‘._'- ¥R .
a0 AT U.S. military sent half a million
| ﬁ.,;trtwps to 1ght in South Vietnam, the mountain
:.-'_*'f'f I reqmred only a handful of U.S. personnel.
Smce there were too few U.S. operatives to as-
i;. ) - sume complete responsibility for daily operations
3 “*‘ in the hills of Laos, the ClA selected one person
~ from every hill tribe as its leader. The ClIA’s
- chosen commander recruited his fellow tribes-
~ men, paid their salaries (if they did not pocket

bat tle.

~ One of the commanders of the Meo self-
f‘tfefense forces in the Plain of Jars region was
f-._- "f‘-"‘- ‘ang Pao.
-*«cluna war he had a good record, but in his new
| Gnmmand Vang Pao displayed the personal

_ptmn that would make him "a despotic

o ln the wet season the Meo tnbesmen chop
ck the forests so that the crop can be planted
August and September.Between January and
ch, the poppies bloom red, white and purple
slossoms. When the blossoms wither and an egg-

) :-k"- ed pod is left, the women begin to harvest the
| They make a small incision in the pod
~with a three-bladed knife and the pod exudes a
1“1 & latex-hke substance which is left to ac-
rm and thicken for a day or two. Then
it &z mlled into balls weighing several pounds.
he hill tribe growers collect about $50 per
{2 ¥ pounds) They have no idea that their

$2( rim per kilo between ‘the grower and the
atl_dlct 255

TG o 1e Meo tribespeople smoke only a frac-

| it to get a pleasant high, then sell the

luml Chinese smugglers. After these

ritory ot Iry gangs which force the smug-
0 'f—*i"?-?f;.?.-., 0 pay pmte.gtion money as a guarantee of
safe passage. The biggest of these armed gungs
re the rem m ,- s of Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomin-
INg army | tmnhaseﬂ out of South China.
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in infiltr: I:mn muteS from Chinaand

Jg it already) with CIA money, and led them to |

In command during the first Indo- .

'~ cash crop can be sold for a profit of

og L-* s buy raw opium they travel to the

the traffic from the Shan State by controlling
a strip roughly 75 miles long in northern Thailand
along the Burmese border.

A few other official groups, besides the Chi-
nese Nationalist bands, get a part of the profit
at this point. They are the Shan States Army
of Burma. the Burmese self-defense forces or

- K.K.Y., and the Thai Border Patrol Police. The

Kuomintang are the most organized and the most
powerful of all the groups. In July 1967 when
the independent Shan operator Chan Chi-foo
tried to get past the Kuomintang without paying
the protection money of $80,000, they cut him
off near Ban Houer Sai in Laos, and a shoot-out
began. When Laotian General Ouanne Rattikone,
a former commanding officer of the Royal
Laotian Army and a controller of a great share
of the opium . traffic through Laos for over fen
years, heard about the fight, he pulled his troops
out of the Plain of Jars and hurried them {to
Ban Houei Sai to protect his turf. General Ouan-
ne’s airplanes bombed both sides, killing 300 and
ripping off half a ton of opium for himself. |
Along the U.S. built roads, the third and
most important group of middlemen appear.
These are the Laotian generals whose power and
armies are dependent on the American govern-
ment. They protect the traffic for a profit and
also move heroin themselves. Because of the U.S.
bombing, the opium routes are not safe and the
surface is almost impossible to move on, so the

~ airplanes have taken the lead of transporting the

opium. Planes of the Royal Lao Air Force move
heroin from ‘“‘collecting points’ like Ban Houei
Sai to “forwarding centers” in Laos and Thailand,
northern Thailand, and other major cities. By the
time the heroin reaches Udon Thani air base, it
is in the form of white heroin. Cities in Laos
and Thailand have served as central markets,
major processing centers, and final transship-
ment points of opium headed for Saigon and
Hong Kong. _

The government planes are the vital links
between the Laotian collection points to the key
stations and processing plants. From there, the
heroin reaches Vietnam. How? Most of the
airlines making this trip are Air Vietnam, Royal
lao, Lao Airlines, Thai International and Air

| A Py

France. But there are two other major airlines
involved which fly to Laos and from Laos to
Vietnam. They are Air America and Air Conti-
nental. Air America was also the only form ot
air transport available when the Corsican fhights
made it impossible for villages on the northern
perimeter and in San Neua Province to market
their opium.

Air America is one of the world's largest
airlines with 11.000 employees and a fleet of
200 aircraft. Most of Air America’s contracts
are with the CIA for its Asian missions (revealed
in the Pentagon Papers). Air Continental gets
an even greater percentage of its contracts from
CIA.

Because of America’s technology, the opium
trade has increased in profit tremendously. The
old opium trail was very long and moved slowly
down from the hills of the Meo tribesmen and
then by boat down the Mekong Valley through
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. But now with
the help of American machines, the planes ftly

‘opium and heroin directly between the major

collections, processing and relay points. This
has reduced the risk, and increased the profits
of the trade of opium.

On the trail, the last middlemen are the
anti-communist puppets of the Saigon regime.
From the days of the French colonial opium
monopoly to the present days of Premier Tran
Khiem, the Saigon ruling family has had their
hands in the midst of the opium trade. The
major paid protector of the heroin trade is Pre-
mier Tran Theim Khiem who controls the
National Police and is related by marriage to
Saigon’s Police Chief. Khiem appointed a broth-
er to the post of Chief of the National Customs
Investigation Division at Tan Son Nhut Airport,
which is the funnel for opium coming in from
Laos. The Premier’s family stands guard over
the check-points on the Vietnam heroin trail
leading into the G.I. mainline.

A clear and consistent pattern toward the
Kuomintang gangs and the Saigon ruling families
by the U.S. government reveals the firm support
for the same people who push heroin to the G.l.s
in Vietnam.

Methadone Maintenance

On March 2, 1971, Senator Vance Hartke
estimated that there were 500,000 heroin addicts
in the U.S., and out of that 20 percent are
teenagers. Heroin has become the major Killer

of young people between the .ages of 18 and

35, outpacing deaths from accidents, suicides
and cancer. It has also become the major cause
of crime in the U.S. To sustain their habits,
heroin addicts spend more that $15 million a

day, half of it coming from the 55 percent of

crime in the cities which they commit, and
the annual $2.5 billion worth of goods they
steal.

 Once heroin was isolated in the black
ghetto, but since the spread into white Middle
America, it has gained much attention. Heroin
pacifies people, keeping them too strung out to
know that people are fucking with their lives.

- Why should the U.S. stop the influx of heroin?

After all, they get what they want out of it—
money—and furthermore, addicts do not consti-
tute a political threat because they’re too loaded

to know what’s going on. Now that white Mid-
dle class youth is into heroin, the government
is forced to start taking action.

Most of the new government money will be
used to expand what is known as the “"Metha-
done Maintenance” programs. Methadone was
invented by the Germans during World War Two.
They called it Adolfene in honor of Hitler. The
effects are almost the same as heroin: they both
get you high, both tend to require ever-increasing
doses, both produce extremely painful symp-
toms of withdrawal. The only big difference
between the two i1s that methadone is legal.

- Ely Lilly and Co. is the number one man-
ufacturer of methadone. The more methadone
maintenance programs the government sets up,
the more money Ely Lilly makes. The taxes
we pay supply the government with the money
to pay Lilly. .

Methadone is spreading out to even more
people than the government will admit. A sur-
vey of fourteen major cities found methadone
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on sale illegally in the streets of every one of
them. As methadone maintenance programs
Increase in size and number, both supply and
demand for black market methadone are also
growing. The new drug may soon rival heroin as
a cause of addiction. In Washington, D.C., in
1971, more people died of overdoses of metha-
done than of heroin.
~If someone in jail enrolls in the methadone
maintenance program, he or she can get on pa-
role early. This is usually besides the point since
he or she may have already kicked heroin, and
methadone i1s twice as dangerous to kick as
heroin.
Methadone maintenance substitutes a legal
drug for an illegal one, but still leaves the patient

Strung out, still unable to function without a |

chemical prop, and sluggish with one. And once
you re on methadone maintenance, you’re on it
for life—unless of course you go back to junk.
With heroin spreading and methadone following,
we seem to be on the verge of a ‘‘brave new

world™ where millions of people live out their

lives on government-supplied drugs. Instead of
dealing with the real problems that push people
to drugs, methadone maintenance merely tries
to return them to normal; that is, to keep them
quiet and under control.

| In the process, it gives the government an
incredible degree of power over the addict’s life.

Patients who have to report to a clinic once or -

twice a day can’t go very far away, and they can’t
very well afford to disobey any orders from their
official suppliers. Clinics always reserve the right
to screen applicants for methadone and reject
those who they don’t wish to maintain: in New
York some clinics have refused to help addicts
who wear black liberation pins to the clinic.
Puerto Rican and black people are realizing that
methadone is another weapon of the white pow-

er structure to pacify their communities. As

mf?thadone programs are moving into white
neighborhoods, the white people are starting to
have the same fears. —Cynthia Koike and

Chris Murakami

Smack: A Personal Account

I was fourteen when 1 started getting into
reds. My friends were using heroin so I was
around 1t a lot but I wasn’t into shooting until
later. As my tolerance for reds grew, I got up to
using thirty reds a day. Then I started shooting
reds and dug it because of the instant rush. I
was shooting for about three months.

When 1 started shooting heroin it wasn’t
a big step because I had already been shooting
reds. Heroin was a more sophisticated kind of
high. you don't get sloppy, don’t stumble-and
you don't get belligerent...it’s a more peaceful
kind of high. The main difference between her-
oin and reds 1s that the cost of heroin i1s higher
and getting high is not such a lightweight thing
any more.

I was eighteen when 1 just got int> heroin.
To support my $14 a day habit, I worked and
pushed reds. For a while it was pretty easy.
After a while I began to follow the path of my
friends which was committing burglaries, thiev-
ing and even ripping off my parents. [ didn’t
give a shit about anyone except myself and
getting high. My main concern was staying high.
| really thought that drugs were more important
than people. |

When I was shooting stuff I felt that the
whole world was fucked up and heroin just made
the world seem nicer. In school I reacted to the
stereotypes that were put on me ‘cause i was
Asian.- 1 thought that getting high was like get-
ting back at everyone, plus it was a lot more fun
than studying. My family and other people’s
parents were constantly gossiping about me.
Even the kids at school treated me like a social
outcast. But there were some other people who
were getting high so we all hung around and sup-
ported each other in fights and shit like that.
We understood where each other were coming
from and we took pride out of knowing there
was someone there to back us up. [ thought
that my family, friends and myself were fucked

up, but drugs were outasight. !
| started buying heroin and reds from

friends but they were taking cuts ef heroin and
making money off of me. Then I started making
my own connections. Most of the strect dealers
were dealing to support their own habits, but
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the bigger dealers were in it purely for money.
Seeing that heroin was a one way trip, I

felt 1 had to get away from my friends and get
away from heroin. A lot of my friends were
getting busted and 1 didn’t want to get busted
so I split to Frisco. I was planning to quit dope
and start my life all over again, but 1 brought
seven jars of reds with me.

I was still using heroin, but I was really
heavy into reds. In 1969, I overdosed on 47
reds. The hospital sent me to a Chicano psy-
chiatrist. He told me that the blacks, Chicanos,
and myself were giving our money to the white
man to poison us. Then I got really angry and
went home and threw my stash away. 1 even
tried to tell some of my friends this, but they
couldn’t digit. I wanted to quit, but then I start-
ed to go through withdrawals, so 1 went out and

copped. |

I met some people from Asian American
Hardcore and I really dug them ’cause they were
warm and down to earth. They were talking
about revolution and 1 could relate to where
they were coming from ’cause some had been

strung out and had been in the joint also. They

~ talked about getting angry and fighting to pay

the man for what he has done to our people...
then, something clicked in my head.

I was living in Long Beach then ana I didn’t
have any money and was about to get kicked out
of the pad so I knew I had to make a decision
right away. 1 had three alternatives. (1) Keep
clean, make money, you know the ‘‘American
dream’ shit. (2) Stay strung out and keep the
same lifestyle—but I was tired of that. And (3)
start changing things and start helping each other.
I chose the last one. I didn’t want my life to be

controlled anymore. _
Dope fiends need motivation to struggle

(not only physical fighting) or else they’ll never
quit. Generally, most dopers need to see some-
thing concrete. 1 guess it was that feeling of
love for my brothers and sisters and motivation
to change society, not only for my self, but for
all oppressed people, that made me quit.

— a former smack head.

™

cont. from page nine |

Fashion Show
year and how it marked the first opportunity for
_the Asian designers to prove themselves in the
Industry. It was a success—not only in financial
terms of exposure and positive reaction for the
designers themselves. 1t had been done in only
t\nfo weeks and no budget whatsoever to work
with. And so this year the Drum and Bugle
Corps approached them again and asked them to
match or top the success of the previous show.
This time a small budget was allocated for the
production of the show but the substantial part
of this year’s costs were again absorbed by Julian
and Terence Tam Soon, who co-produced the
show. But Julian rationalized their financial in-
volvement saying that the show was for the com-
munity and would provide needed exposure for
all the participants in the show. And he seemed
quite pleased by the responses noting that the
show got write-ups in several large newspapers -
and magazines such as Variety and After Dark.

and that two of the models in the show got calls

from Universal Studios. What Julian and Terence
are ultimately working for is to establish a strong
Asian American production company so that any
type of production needed could be met utilizing
Asian American talent in the field of art, media,
or entertainment. Presently there are no show-
cases or opportunities for such people without
the touch of tokenism or yellow exploitation.
Hopefully their peoples’ talents will speak for
themselves and that they will get opportunities
because people recognize it and they deserve it.
And in turn this will motivate more Asians to
get involved in the arts. As Julian put it, “The
days of Charlie Chan are gone.” Julian has now
rented a huge building (5000 sq. feet) in Silver-
lake which will serve as his home, studio and
initial headquarters for the company. 1t is a
fact of life in our contemporary society that
anyone involved in the arts has no choice but
to follow the road to commercial success if he is
to survive. He must strive for excellence and
professionalism in a field so competitive that the
cliche of the starving artist is, in fact, the brutal
truth.
The fashion show has kept Julian and Ter-
ence busy for the last four -months—planning,
making contacts, researching, designing and mak-
ing the garments. All this in the midst of finali-
zing plans and opening his Captain China on
La Cienega and planning for an additional shop
in Century City to be opened late spring/early
summer. Captain China is to be opened in a
week and so as we talked, Bill and Lynn con-
tinued to work. Julian lit up as he mentioned
that the videotape of the show has come out
very well but added disappointingly that the
cameras were reeled incorrectly and consequent-
ly the show’s end is missing. Evelyn tells Julian

that Mary Uyematsu had filmed the entire show
and she heard that her film, too, came out very

well. She suggested he call Mary at the Gidra
office as she still might be there developing film.
As Julian phoned the office, Steve strolled over
and looked at a pile of genuine snake skin walk-
ing canes. Julian put his hand over the mouth-
piece as he waited for someone to call Mary to
the phone, and told us that he has tons of vari-
ous items still stocked in the back yet to be un-
packed but he’s been so busy...
“Hello, Mary. This is Julian...”

—Linda Fujikawa
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" Abnormal state

B iy i
enclosed within these cement walls

- imprisoned from the sun

.~ artificial snakes of light refusing
~ toacknowledge the changes of day
e ornight. -

4

AR
L

Help.... embittered by this meaningless

- vacuum.... a cycle that cannot be broken....
_absurdity after absurdity
_ callousness seems to breed callousness as

~Fgrow thick-skinned and insensitive

[0 all this shit around me

....lime, that clock that no longer
~measures what I have gained, but
~ rather what I have lost.
o Now [ long to seize the time
- and regain what little meaning
[ had in life.
e
| % ~ An Asian Brother working at Sanyo

i3
- Monday through Friday; 7:30 am; the rou-
~ tine begins. Turn off the alarm, drag myself out
~Of bed, dress in a hurry, then split from the crib.
- Lhe start of another day at work.

3

&%

- Working is fucked up. 1 know it’s neces-
~sary to get a job to survive, because in this so-
~ ciety, we need money to live. So most of us
~have to work. And it’s a drag because some-
~one tells us when to come in, when to leave,
~What to do, and how to work the way some-
ne wants us. We don’t have any say in how
hings should be. Often we’re in a situation
vhere we want to speak up about our work.
3ut because we’re tied to our jobs for sur-
val, we can’t risk any trouble. Then when
¢ get in a position where we feel more secure,
€ realize that we have'to keep quiet even more.

-
P

to criticize, we get fired or laid off.
X

g
- For example, I was an assembier at a small

ompany where there were only three brothers
orking in the shop, and the rest of the people
stairs in offices. One of the brothers quit,
‘eling he couldn’t relate to the work or the con-

_—

tions. 1 felt fairly secure in my position (with

g
|
i

esident about the fucked up physical con-

s L

lons there. At first there were token changes,
1 then three weeks later I got laid off. Even
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really helpless, a pawn in the man’s game to
) lumself on top, ripping people off. Then I
24N my frantic search for another gig. -

** for another job, I began to think
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ly two of us left) so I started to complain to

igh this was a small company, I began to

. "o"* [

gt s s
AN
) l'-'f-.i 0.8 0 *
& » l‘i'l‘l-'l-i [ ] } '..'.'.. ) - * H‘
w '1‘-':':':':':‘:‘-':'-'i:-: - on ' :';F' .:_?_ }.. ':" .
L] :l:':“:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:{‘:‘}..:.;. & 'i ':-:J:‘:':"':-‘}':.:::ﬂ: ‘: -:-:'
P l.lr-ﬂ'i'l.i:l:l:-l:l:l:l:-l OO IO .:‘-l-ll.l.l.:‘: :‘.J: ﬁ. LXK
x e :':':':':';':'ﬂ-' Tt e e s e e e XA

2

ﬁ R
'-.'l:: } - .: :
'

o

.
*

»

-

L}
#

L

a_d I::-I

‘1

LN
L ]
-
L]

LR
L

LN

L
- ':.
@

]
. o8

- a8 ¥
[ ]
L]

L
l"

& &

L]

L
& 8w

[ ]

o
'i:l
& §
"
»
.

o S

L]
-'l'
-
l"
#
L ] I:- L
- :'
L]

[ ]
[ ]
] i-i L]
L J
L )

[ ]
L

[
& 8
L

b o pp 8O0 "

- .
ol Tl L] " e e
X b, Te :*:.:.:'-':'-'-'-'t'-. AP
& B e
I'. s " _» - '.‘.“"‘.' '.-.‘-'..-‘.". o L I.-Ir.#‘_'ll.‘ -....':...:.'-“f!‘l

L]
LR

"-' -'-
iri"“““.“

.....l-i.ll\ll-f =

) OO N XN I S L

e
-'{F‘ e a & B B 6 B @
» S 8- . & 0.8 aw b
'N, & 8 8 il-"‘".‘-“.-.- o a9 BN »_w "".- e e &8 - [ )
!-':b' P T A T A O M I ""'..'i‘l-:""-'.“ e e s e e e s Wy

L ! . P . o8 & 0 P 0 0N P e )
*w e 8800 .-‘-'"-""'l‘-"-.‘..‘"‘...-.‘.- -"!'

._®

N, P o e S e L

We'e e M N -“: " RSSO ‘:‘:-: -:-: ‘:-:-: ._:-:,-: ‘: e
X A A l.,l-."" . L L t’-':::‘:".'_ > .'.'-'I.‘..."}..‘. s

r e - '-l- "% 'h-l. » b w b . ¥ l'_-l- -.l‘-.l L

" ;.""'.'.'--m":‘. - ;"".h'i'-':' e 8Y

Bt 2 SOl Ll

about what it means to come from a working
family. By working family I’m talking about
parents who are blue collar workers, people who
do physical labor, and their kids who have to
work to help support themselves. If you come
from a working family, chances are great that
you'll end up working right out of high school.
It’s hard to relate to studying when you have to

think about your own survival. No desire for col-
lege; work is the only alternative. “

Work in itself isn’t all bad. Work is phy-
sical exercise which everyone needs. Also peo-
ple are needed to produce goods or services so
that we can all survive. But the way things are
organized in this country, under capitalism, a
whole lot of unnecessary luxury items (like elec-
tric can openers, remote control TVs, fur coats),
which most people can’t afford or use, are pro-
duced for corporate profit. So a lot of
meaningless jobs with boring work are created.
And which jobs are available to us? ‘““You got
any skills?”” No. “You have a college degree?”
Nope. “Well, we have openings for gas station
attendants at $1.65 an hour, or delivery and
stock boy at a liquor store for $1.65 plus tips,
or salesgirl at- $1.50, or seamstress at $1.65.”
Or we can get gigs as warehousemen, cashier,
maintenance, secretary, and almost any job that
means taking orders, any job being a flunky.
Ever think about that? If you come from a poor
or working family, you’ll probably end up with
a poor paying slave job and remain poor, while
the rich people go to the best schools, go to
college because they can afford it, and end up
with high salary jobs and a whole lot of money.
It’s a vicious cycle. '

We learn to accept our positions in this cy-
cle because of the man’s system and our own
need to survive. We dream of better jobs and
getting rich because they tell us that’s going to
make us happy. We feel helpless fighting back
even though we know we should change things.
Having no security except in our jobs dulls our
fighting spirit. That’s strange because when we
were younger we had to fight for everything
we wanted, “‘go for what you know,”’: now the
man’s got us chained up in his system and we

have to accept what he dishes out. No power to
bust those chains. Yet.

And how about the actual conditions at
work? There’s this cat who gives orders, scares

- us with his power to fire us, makes us kiss his

ass. You go against him, you get fired. This
1S the same dude who pays low wages for the hard
labor that we do. We get slave wages for physi-
cal labor while these punks sit on their asses in

.
"'; SO0
prR st e e s o = Ve b0
e '-':':':‘:':':':‘:'{': =o® fatslale
SO O L '1‘;:'* e "**.q"'.:-:p B T L e e

RN AEAASOSOC etete"e e e n e @ b e X oTele" eyries e

o LK
7 ... '-'ln‘i-. l‘l‘ *

.....

-

"'
.‘l
>

"
% r‘
[ “ .
L
{:_i' "
%

L
o*
-

-
v
t-l‘ﬁ
L]

o

-
.
.,

L
i
e
& "
e
L

CR R

Oy

L
i‘}
2

o
» i‘::
.._

o
o

»
-
*o e

W B

)

kT

&
L

[ ]
[
..‘.:.. N
i

L
w

o

L ]

e b b B &
S
i!-"l-'!‘!l

)

L]

[ ]
-
e

-
.

X

r

»
?.;.;

*s
2

S

*

o
» .
-':t:
LUK
- "
ate

2%
‘I‘

‘I
L]
LR D
Lo
w

-’\:‘5“

0

L)

o
e
-

.

i

| - .,
w4 £ o
b - “ﬁn‘-‘f‘bﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂ‘:‘

air-conditioned offices and make three times as
much. (I was making $2.75 an hour making
drapes—a drape that would take me an hour to
make would cost $200.) That’s the way this
system operates. Workers slave and get paid
barely enough to buy what we produce, while
the rich corporate owners buy whatever they
want. And they get richer by ripping us off in

wages and high prices for goods. Things have
got to change.

We face this frustrating contradiction every
day. We know we have to work and yet we
know we’re being fucked over at the same time.
So we try to slide as much as possible at work.
“Work only as hard as you have to:” because
the harder you work, the more money the man

makes. At least we can get back at him some
way.

The best thing about working is the people.
our fellow workers. They are usually down
home, enjoy the same things we do, come from
the same background. A natural comradeship
evolves as we work together, helping each other.
We learn how to handle tools and machines
from each other, not from the bosses. And
we become tight, standing up for one another
because we understand that it’s the external force
of this society that is keeping us down. Change
1s real to our lives, something that must hap-
pen, so that our work can become meaningful.
We have to prepare ourselves to act together to
change things.

But we must realize that the boss is just a
small part in the way things are. Free enter-
prise—the capitalistic system and the big corpora-
tions—is what is really keeping us down. That’s
the way capitalism works. So we must look be-
yond the boss of a small company and recog-
nize this sysftem as the enemy which must be
destroyed!

We have to find ways to change our jobs,
our lives, our society. Think about how things
would be if we controlled the means of pro-
duction. Goods could be sold cheaper because
there wouldn’t be any rich pigs getting huge pro-
fits. Work would be more meaningful because
we would be producing things that people need
to survive. Everyone would benefit. We have
to create alternatives for ourselves, like learn-
ing skills. We need a security base, something
we can fall back on for survival, while we move
to change things. We need unity to feel the
power so we can fight back. We have to become
united with our fellow workers so we can make
changes on the job. We are and have been

stepped on, so it’s up to us to unite, rise up and
make those changes we all want. —Tom Okabe

March 1973 GIDRA 19



— i — T r——— = =

- 3y i : W T e BT W T v e BB ""“w W = - E —_— : 5 — :
- BT 1;\, n - iy s o Ll - . e . ;EIE. ) - e __...!: . . 1'_-....1' 1ek- % £ o
. e r 4 i Ll et e

ASIAN
COALITION:

on
white

antiwar
movement

The L.A. Asian Coalition was formed 1n
November.1972 in response to the medical sup-
bly drive for the Vietnamese (which was initiated
by AMMO). They have continued to gather funds
'or the supplies and have made contact with A-
stan groups in New York and San Francisco. set-
ting up a nationwide medical supply drive. Last
month, they organized the January 20th rally
in Lil' Tokyo (see Gidra. February 1973).

In the Inauguration Day Rally, the Asian
Coalition participated in the days activity and
walked out as a coalition to make a statement to

- the white anti-war movement on the racism and

paternalism that exists within the white anti-war
movement. In making this statement we do this
with the understanding that a great number of
different groups were involved with the
of the activities. Some we have respect for as
progressive people (anti-imperialist). some we
consider left opportunists (NPAC), and a great
many we don't know where they stand, (most
of the groups in Anti-imperialist Coalition).

First, we will explain our. position on the
war. We see the war not as an isolated issue.
but as an Issue that is directly related to our
day to day reality. Within our communities.
whether we work, go to school, worry about
being relocated out of our homes by redevelop-

ment, or use dope, Vietnam is not only an issue

that effects us from across the sea, but it also
a war within our communities. The connection
we see around all of these issues is ““Corporate
profits held above human lives.” In Vietnam,
corporations are financing a war to create new

markets and develop a cheap labor force, at the

expense of democratic rights of Vietnamese peo-
ple. The war is a racist, genocidal war that re-
flects U.S. foreign policy towards Asian countries.
Twenty-five years ago the experimental bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were executed, then
Korea, and recently the indiscriminate bombings
of Vietnam.

In our communities redevelopment is taking
place within Little Tokyo. Our grandparents and
small business people are to be forced out of
L’il Tokyo and replaced by Japanese corporate
business from Japan which have no stake in the
survival of the Japanese-American community.

L’1l Tokyo will no longer be a place for our

community to come back to, but will be turned
into a mere tourist trap. Already we see it taking
place within the construction of the Kajima
Building Complex. We see redevelopment taking
place all over the city —Normandie 5, Pico-Union,
Bunker Hill and now L’il Tokyo and Chinatown—
to move all the people of color out so white peo-
ple can move in.

Barbiturates (commonly known as ‘“reds’)
have been in our communities for over ten years
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planning

no «wernment controls have been put on

prouuctic: of amphetamines, the main killer of

white youth. But the overproduction of ghetto
drugs still take place while corporations make
money off the people who must deal with this
capitalistic society. |
% In terms of style of work, we see ourselves
joining forces with people working in areas of
stopping redevelopment and overproduction of
drugs, and keeping day to day contact with peo-
ple of our communities. H

Inlooking at the history of our involvement
with NPAC on previous demonstrations, we have
come to the decision that we will not participate
In any activities sponsored by NPAC.,

NPACs racist line of “Bring our boys home”’
only shows concern for American lives and not
the lives of the Vietnamese people in terms of

education of the American people as to the true

nature of imperialism internationally, and here
at home. It does not portray the justness of the
Vietnamese peoples’ struggle against U.S. imper-
1alism.

In our past dealings with NPAC, the racism
that exists within them as white people is Very
evident in terms of their work style and relation-
ships with Third World groups. White anti-war
people are going to have to realize that for any
unity to develop, white skin privilege and racism
will have to be dealt with. The tokenism that
1s felt at demonstrations will have to cease and
to say that they aren’t racist because they have a
tew Third World people in their organization is
bullshit. They gear their lines and their positions
towards the vast majority of white liberals, yet
they make no attempt to educate them as to
the nature of racism in this country. Instead
they reinforce it. They have the organizational
and monetary resources to put themselves in a
leadership position within the white anti-war
movement. But, during the past years they
have done nothing to further raise the conscious-
ness of the people who are anti-war but who can-
not understand the true nature of this country
and 1ts effects on people overseas and here
in Amerika. But instead they stick to their
opportunist line to try to bring more people in

to support their organization monetarily. As a
result, we see people attending demonstration
after demonstration with no qualitative change

in the content of the mass activities. Overall,
we see stagnation and regression taking place
within the white anti-war movement in terms of
the number of people who attend these rallies and
in terms of the loss of enthusiasm for change
taking place in this country. People change and
their ideas change with changes taking place in
their objective conditions. They must grow from
those ideas in order to maintain any enthusiasms
for the liberation struggles abroad and for con-
tinuing the liberation struggle in Amerika.

The Asian Coalition did not participate as
a part of Anti-imperialist Coalition. It wasn’t
because we disagree with the fundamental basis
of the Anti-imperialist Coalition—being against
U.S. imperialist aggression in Vietnam and the
support of struggles of the Vietnamese people
against U.S. aggression. We agree with these two
principles, we also feel imperialism 1s a very
broad issue, not only does itaffect the people of
Vietnam, but it also affects the oppressed Third
World people of this country and in particular
people within our community.

We felt that in joining the Anti-imperialist
Coalition, we would have to follow the decision
of the Anti-imperialist Coalition and the issues
that reflect the interest of our people would be
neglected. (redevelopment and drugs) %

Movement to fight against U.S. imperialism
abroad must also confront white racism in all its
aspects at home and especially within the move-
ment. |

In terms of the January 20th rally at City
Hall, there were positive and negative aspects in-
volved. The major positive role that the Anti-
imperialist Coalition played was to prevent NPAC
from launchings attacks against the Vietnamese
Peace Proposal. L

The unity between the Anti-imperialist C

alition and NPAC was an unprincipled compro-
mise. In looking at strength of the Anti-imperia-

~ list Coalition in terms of number of people mo-

bilized, the Anti-imperialist Coalition should not
have settled for compromise of the fundamental

principles.
It was obvious that leadership of the rally
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came from NPAC with its carnival like atmos- '—*-,_;’

phere and no effort was made to reach people, .
But only in terms of monetary contribution.
We feel very little effort was made by the
speakers representing Anti-imperialist Coalition
to push the Vietnamese Peace Proposal. We felt
very little support by the Anti-imperialist Co-
alition in our dealing with NPAC leadershiﬁ to
get speakers from the Asian Coalition to be heard
at the time requested by our contingent. .
There were reasons why we felt it was nece-
ssary to leave the rally and to make this state-
ment. We make these criticisms of the Anti-
imperialist Coalition in the interset of bettering
further work relationship between Anti-imperial-
ist Coalition and the Asian Coalition. We feel
thjs_is the first in the series of principled dis-
cussions. There are many basic questions that
must have understandings if not agreements. At
the same time our priority is placed with work
within our community and these discussions will

furth_er our understanding about the nature of
s imperialism here and abroad.

Asian Coalitioh

UNION

QN
VIETNAMESE

The Union of Vietnamese is an organization of - %

Vietnamese in’ the United States who are from

instrumental-in educating the American peop
about U.S. intervention in IndoChina.

the southern part of Vietnam. T hﬁyhﬂ%bﬁ% e
fr
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Confronted with the absolute determi
ation of the Vietnamese people to defeat any
foreign aggressor, and condemned by world
public opinion, the United States government
was forced to sign the Agreement on Ending the
War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam. The last
continuation and intensification of extermin-
ation bombings in the two zones of Vietnam
proved itself a disastrous failure of the United
States in attempting desperately to win any con-
cessions at the negotiation table in Paris.

The signing of the Agreement on Enuing
the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam on
January 27, 1973, momentously marks a great

victory not only for the liberation movement

and all the peace and justice-loving peoples
throughout the world, including the American
people who have demonstrated their solidarity
and given assistance to the just struggle of the
Vietnamese people. | e

The Union of Vietnamese in the United
States would like to express at this historical
moment our affection and gratitude towards the
liberation fighters under the leadership of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government with the
full backing of the Vietnamese people. We salute
all patriots who have staunchly smashed all U.S.
massive attacks to defend the Northern part of
Vietnam. The Union of Vietnamese in the
United States venerates countless sacrifices of
all Vietnamese who lost their lives for peace,
freedom, independence and reunification of
Vietnam. ° L F AR

The signing of the Agreement on Ending =
the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam marks f.,?#
great victory, however it also turns the struggle
in Vietnam to a new phase in which we have to %
sharpen our vigilance to expose the U.S. inten-
tion in maintaining a reactionary puppet regrrge‘éi'f”“'* |
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Everybody knows that the United States
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- Iu been a lcmg and rough journey since
.!an Francisco State strike in the winter of
-68 The whole concept of ethnic studies
born on the battle-torn lawns of that Calif-
a campus. The day-after-day picket lines,
*ﬁ olice battles and the many busts forced
rhe doors of academia into a whole new
Asian American studies was developed a-
g with its black, Chicano and Native Ameri-
L'oumerparts On many campuses, as time
sed, “studies” programs themselves evolved
nto minor institutions. Academic credibility
w { established, studen t-faculty relations were
| ﬂﬂed and the administration coexisted with
he programs tolerably .

~ Yet, the progress made has not been with-
C Hts compromises and setbacks. The following
article attempts 1o describe the present state of a
> public university, in this casc the Califor-

Jic State University, Los Angeles

~ VICTORY
F AND
~ VIGILANCE

Ldnks.
Most conspncuously of all, the U.S. govern

‘ment has already sent to Saigon civilian and tech-
- nological advisors to help the puppet regime o

M’WMW‘“erﬁg to the New York§l

 Times on November 27,1972, more than 10,000

~of these advisors have arrived in Saigon!

~ With wé‘apom in one hand and disguised

~ American advisors in the other, the puppet Ngu
E yen van Thieu is ready to create a blood-bath
.- anytime at the pulling of the string by the U.S.
~ government. If such a tragedy occurs, the U.S.
| "&r government would then sound off its propaganda
| ﬁ“machme to describe the bloodshed caused by its
- servant as a civil war in Vietnam.
;r__ At the moment the puppet regime of Ngu-
~ sen van Thicu has been conducting thousands
~ Of police raids to arrest and ruthlessly massacre
3 iy Vietnamese patriots who speak out in favor
lf peace and of national concord.
i With a view to really ending the war and
astoring peace in Vietnam, the Union of Viet-
- amese in the United States resolutely demands:
- —That the United States government must
strictly abide by and correctly implement
- the Agreement on Ending the Warand Re-
storing Peace in Vietnam signed on January
0197 3, |
—That the United States government must
stop supporting the Nguyen van Thieu
campaign of terror and repression against
the Vietnamese people. The U.S. must put
an end to the cooperation in the scheme
of liquidating patriotic and freedom-loving
Vietnamese who are now detained in pri-
sons by Nguyen van Thieu.
- —That the United States must openly recog-
- nize the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
- ment as the sole legitimate and popular
- government in the southern part of Viet-
nam.
—That the United States must senously
make reparations to the damages and de-
structions caused by its military aggression
in the entire territory of Vietnam.

January 27, 1973

Umon of Vietnamese in the United States
P.O. Box 4495

Berkeley, California 94704

or: P.O. Box 3493

Fullerton, California 92634

- CAL STATE L.A.

SINKING FAST!

The Asian American Studies Program at

Cal State LA was initiated in 1969 through
the combined efforts of the Asian American
Studies Group (a student organization) and con-

cerned community people.
can Studies Group was funded in 1970 by the

The Asian Ameri-

Associated Students with the sole purpose of

developing a program in Asian American Studies.
The Program began with the hiring of a coor-

dinator and an assistant coordinator. However,

abuse of the program by the coordinators and
a negative attitude toward Asian American Stu-

dies by the administration gave rise to conflicts
and disputes which seriously impeded the suc-
cessful development of the Program. As a result,
an ad hoc faculty committee was created in 1971
to examine the Program. The coordinators re-
signed and the budget was frozen by the Associ-
ated Students Board of Directors.

The present Asian American Studies Group
organized in an attempt to carry out the original
goal of the previous group, which was to deve-

lop a comprehensive program in Asian American

Studies. Monies were reallocated to the group
with stipulations laid down by the President of
the University.

Since there were no instructors on the cam-
pus qualified to teach Asian American Studies,
it was the Groups’ intention to hire a faculty
member experienced in Asian American Studies
who would act both as the Asian American
Studies Group coordinator and as an instruc-
tor. However, one of the President’s stipula-
tions made it clear that the new coordinator
would have to be a currently enrolled student.

This now hindered the Program, placing the
Asian American Studies Group ‘‘outside’” the
academic circle. A student could not possibly
possess the credentials and the accompanying
credibility necessary to function in the Univer-
sity’s bureaucratic environment.

Another stipulation was the creation of a
+:5_5 Student/Faculty Committee,” which was

empowered to oversee the Program and decide

“on all “formal matters’’ concerning Asian Amer-

ican Studies.

Although the Asian American Studies
Group’s plan was to establish a Department of
Asian American Studies, the direction of the
Program had already been decided by the admi-
nistration. This direction was justified with what
they said was a supposed ‘lack of funds,’ as well
as an added sentiment that ‘*Asians have no prob-
lems.” An early meeting with the Dean of the
School of Letters and Science made it clear that
a department would not be possible and the only
direction available was an interdepartmental one.
What this meant was that depending on the sub-

ject area, the course would have to be submit-

ted to the appropriate department for approval.
Given the alternative of either going interdepart-
mental or not offering Asian American Studies at
all, the Studies Group was forced to go along
with the administration’s “‘recommendation.”

A proposal for an introductory course on
Asian American History was submitted to the
History Department. Due to the unavailability
of units, it was suggested that we offer the same.
class as a “*Special Topics’ course which could
only be offered one quarter. A list of five
candidates was submitted from which one was
selected by the History Department to teach
the class. The class was restricted to upper divi-
sion students on a limited enrollment, and was
scheduled for late evenings. The following quart-
er, a second course, Racism and Asian American

‘History was offered as a lower division course,

Two more proposals were submitted: Chinese

American History and Relocation Camps in Amer-
ica. The Chinese American History course was

approved but not scheduled due to shortage of

funds.

Finally, the introductory course on Asian
American History was approved for General

Education credit, making it part of the univer-
sity curriculum. The decision was made without
the knowledge of the Studies Group. The His-
tory Department then proceeded without the
Group’s approval to replace the recommended
instructor with one of their own. The instruc-
tor 1s less than desirable because his specialty is
in the field of Asian Studies and lacks sufficient
knowledge and background in Asian American
Studies.

At the same time, the Studies Group sub-
mitted course proposals to the Sociology Depart-
ment and requested the names of the people who
were to review them. Strangely, the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Group was never informed of the
progress of the proposal, instead, the Sociology
Department has produced a proposal of their
own, entitled ‘‘Pro-seminar on the Sociology of
Asian Americans.”” The content of this proposal
bears a striking resemblance to the Studies
Group’s proposal.

All in all, this experience showed us that
through our efforts to submit and promote our
courses under these various departments., we had
been “‘cutting our own throats.” At the same
time that we were trying to give Asian Ameri-
can Studies courses stability and continuity in
various departments, we were increasing the dif-
ficulty for the time when we would want these
courses for our own if an Asian American Stud-
ies Dept. were ever made possible.

- But now, in a move to strengthen the Asian
Studies Center, the Administration i1s pressuring
us to operate under the control of the Center.
But the Center, whose primary area of study 1is
the Far East, has received very little student sup-

port. So for all practical purposes, a dead pro-
gram. This move would probably save the Cen-

ter but would undoubtedly deny any substantive
student imput, an imput we consider vital and
necessary in establishing an effective and sucess-
ful Asian American Studies program. The Study
Group, which is composed of students, was fund-
ed by the Associated Students to develop a pro-
sram which would benefit all students, but now
we are being ‘‘forced’ into relinquishing the pro-
gram for the purpose of sustaining a dying Center.

“We, the Asian American Studies Group,
have had classes stolen and co-opted, but we will
not tolerate a co-optation of the entire program.
Therefore, we are soliciting your support in our
efforts to establish an Asian American Studies
Program on this campus.”

We recognize the need for Asian American
Studies. For over 100 years, the greater society
has not recognized the contributions of Asians
in America. The irrelevancy and insensitivity of
the present educational system has misled society
to believe that ““Asians are the model minority”.
Asians in America face growing problems which
need to be exposed, explored, and dealt with. We
see the institution lacking and incomplete with-
out a program of Asian American Studies.

A gap between the campus and communi-

ty exists. Through a relevant Asian American Stu-
dies Program, this gap can be closed and the cam-
pus can better both the students and the commu-
nity. We strongly feel the need for students to

come out of the institution sensitive to their com-

munities. _ :
We recognize the need for student imput to

make the program relevant and sensitive to stu-
dents. We want to express our (students) views
as responsible people and show our capabilities
We want to exercise the concept of self-determi-
nation in openly challenging an educational sys-
tem that perpetuates institutionalized racism.

Please send letters of support to:
S.udent Activities

Att: Ken Okita
5151 State University Drive
Los Angeles,; Calif. 90032

March 1973 -.
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The EUS Series is designed‘as an individualized
learning kit that is applicable for classroom lessons.
The two part kit seeks to familiarize students with
Asian Americans - their history, cultural roots and
contemporary life styles. By presenting a variety
of engaging games, lessons and stories, students can
begin to appreciate the multi-cultural, multi-ethnic

nature of American society. [ ————

Ethnic Understanding Series i Order Form

EUS-0001 Asian American People and Places EUS-0002 East/West Activities Kit | | am enclosing

dollars plus postage and handling

Thi§ series of nine human interest stories on person- The kit consists of four sheets of arts/crafts games and | am gnclﬁsing dollars plus postage and handlir{g
alities, events and places in Asian American commu- lessons. Each sheet may be displayed as a visual aid or for—_EUS-0002 East/West Activities Kit.

nities portrays Asian Americans in a multi-dimensional, cut up into separate activities. The language lessons,
human perspective. Each story comes in a seven panel  origami designs and East/West Mix Match emphasize
folding screen design used as a small book or unfolded  the universality:of certain human needs and their ex-

and displayed as a single, long panel. pression in Asian cultures. A thirty page resource guide
provides each activity with background information, con-
struction hints and follow-up activities.

please include $.30 per item for postage and handling
For California residents include 5% sales tax

send orders to:

Amerasia Bookstore Everybody’s Bookstore
313% East First St. 840 Kearney St.

Los Angeles, CA 90012 San Francisco, CA 94108

»
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MODERN FOODS

318 East Second Street
in Little Tokyo.
’hone: 626-4528

JAPAN PRINTING COMPANY

3218 West Jetferson Blvd.,
Los Angeles 90018
Phone: RE 4-3758

PENTHOUSE CLOTHES

3860 Crenshaw Blvd.
Crenshaw Square
Phone: 292-2511

SHIG’S HABERDASHERY

3882 Crenshaw Blvd.
Crenshaw Sguare
Phone: 292-1211

NISEl TRADING COMPANY
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

ZHIN'S CHINESE FOOD
TAKE OUT ONLY FOR QUICK SERVICE!

348 East First Street
Phone: 624-6601

3101 West Jefferson Blvd.
Phone: 732-2920

WESTSIDE ARCO
GAS—-TIRES-0IL

AMERASIA BOOKSTORE
BOOKS, PERIODICALS, AND

HAND-MADE CRAFTS.

HOLIDAY BOWL
BILLIARDS, BOWLING, COFFEE SHOP,
TEMPURA BAR

3412 Crenshaw Blvd.
~at Jefferson and Crenshaw.
Phone: 732-2128

3730 Crenshaw Blvd.
Open 24 Hours A Day!
Phone: 295-4325

313% East First Street
Hours: Tuesday-kriday: 10am to 10pm

Saturday-Sunday: 10am to 6pm
Phone: 680-2888

I am enclosing $ i)

&

¢

& . .
® in check or money order

- = for___year(s) of sub- :

: scription. | |
%

- New [] Renew [ ]

i | NAME

E . ® Jam enclosing $ v
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in check or money order

ADDRESS

P.O. Box 18649, Los Angeles, California 90018 for sets of Volume 11
| for sets of Volume III

for sets of Volume IV. :

| CITY S1ATEH | * 1 Seia ¥ z
Subscriptions for individuals are $2.50 a year. Additional postage of $2.00 for Canada and $4.00 for all other foreign countries. Institutions ' i

(libraries and schools) pay $5.00. Back Volumes: Vol. 1l (1970)-$10.00. Vol. Il (1971)-$3.50. Vol. IV (1972)-$3.50.
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March!

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

10

Asian Sisters' mtg
every friday 6-8pm
AWC 722 S. Oxford

6

UCLA Asian American
Studies Ctr workshop
onfITA noon at
2240 Campbell Hall

advance sale of tickets
to dance Let’s Boogie

April 21...

Asian Women's Ctr
Workshop 7:30
“Pregnancy”

tie dye at YB house
1227 Crenshaw 12-3pm

g International
5 D.C. Women's Day
30 women march to

mand the right to

Chinatown Community

Assembly Film:
Red Detachment of Womnen
at Castelar 7:30

Filipino Tagalog 7pm
Pilipino Youth Center
323 N. Marvista

Storefront Food Co-op

Filipino Folkdance 7pm
Mtg. 7:30—Storefront

Pilipino Youth Center

Sister Seiko Clara Ueda —
1972

......

17

13 14

Soc Welfare seminar on
Asian Americans 12 noon
Sch of Soc Welf-UCL A

last day to file for
research asst at UCLA
for info call UCLA

Asian Studies Ctr

Storefront Food Co-op
is on!!!

Drug Education Worskhop
for High Schl sisters
AWC 6:30-8:30pm

deadline for applying to
UCLA Sch of Soc Welf

AWC workshop
“Childbirth’ 7:30 pm

“America’’ concert at Music Center Pavilion

18 22

Filipino Community &
Social workers mtg
2pm-LA Filipino Cultural
Ctr 1740 W. Temple St.

N | ¥ :;:;v t:;:;il;?%s runl:: : Drug Education Workshop
| 5 - for High Sch sisters

AWC 6:30-8:30pm

Asian Women'’s Ctr
Workshop “Abortion”
7:30pm

Neil Young at Long Beach

31

28

Int’l Solidarity Day for
African Prisoners of War.

Every Wednesday, 7:30 pm
mtg. for the Manzanar Comm.
at the JACL office, 125 Welle

IL.A.in Little Tokyo.

open dance

Pioneer Project Wild Flower
Trip

Drug Education Workshop
for High Sch sisters
AWC [/ 6:30-8:30pm

AWC workshop
“Menopause’’ 7:30pm

WYBL Conference Int’l Hotel

Neil Young Beach at Forum

Drug Education Workshop
for High Sch sisters
AWC 6:30-8:30pm

Feb 26-March 23
A.S.ILA.N.S. present “inter-Action”™
visual displays of Asian American

" community organizations

. Cal State Dominguez

Pilipino American Coalition
present Let’s Boogie! on
April 21, 8 pm-12:30 am

at CSULB, $2 advance

call 879-3576, benefit for

Manzanar Pilgrimage
on April 14th
Don’t forget....

Joint Communications and
Brothers in the Joint present

. - Pilipino Youth Center and [l People Need People — 3
M-Th  8am-9pm Pilipino Youth Services dance on April 20th.
Fri 8am-S5pm '
Sat 9am-Spm

A lotta things happen to kids when they re in school. We all remember,
right? Sure, we learned a lot in school: how to cheat without getting
caught how to look invisible when you don’t want to get called on to
- answer something; how hard you have to work to get better grades than
“that smart person who wears glasses and sits up front.” It’s no joke—
. the competitive atmosphere inside the classroom is for real. If you “suc-
- cessfully acquired all the basic survival characteristics to get by in our society:
) - greed, selfishness, shrewdness, and the alienation necessary to sit through
3 eight hours of work as meaningless as the algebra homework you were forced
% to do in junior high school.

'u.

Things change—but not by themselves.

y ¢ "qfla-.

| There’s a group of people working with children in the Japanese com-

;m‘umty here in Los Angeles They call their program, the Creative Work-
Shop Kids learn a lot in Creative Workshop, too: how to build things
~ together; how important it is to be aware and sensitive of others around
g1 ~-{su:m how well an activity goes when everyone helps each other along. Co-
- operation and sharing are the two basic ingredients in the Creative Work-
ishop curriculum. They’re trying to change things—

B A
e P
-q-'.-'._

—But they can’t do it by themselves. They are in sore need of new sup-
phes and facilities-and that takes money. So, to help raise those necessary
' funds, the Creative Workshop is sponsoring a brunch, rumored to be titled,
““the morning-after brunch.” It’s on a Sunday, March 18th. For $1.00 you
ate entitled to your choice of French toast or pancakes sausage or bacon,
4 eges, and coffee, and you even have a chance to win something in a raffle.
" There’ll be entertainment provided by the Creative Workshop children, and
- a band making their L.A. debut, Streetflower.

- So, that’s where we come in. If you want to help Creative Workshop
- continue its operatlons and the work its doing, drop on by to the brunch, on
‘lhe morning after.” It’s at:

.'h-
A

Senshin Church
1336 W. 36th pl. (near Normandie)
From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunday, March 18th

Ty

Creative Workshop’s Brunch

/ ' - March 1973 GIDRA 23
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| Ue mUreeeD 7yew IHUDDERE,
| AT G/IDRA SHNS RQDEU »
A FAZE.
3 Bur ™M, Dick & HARRy
| wERE ALL VERY WARYy
8re ON ﬁ[/ﬂg u//ﬂ/m 54/7...,

‘f OF YOURSELE AND A FLAmE ]
 AND A CRIT & W5 Reric Frow KR

* In other words, what this “poet” is trying to say is Gidra will send sample copies out to
people you know. No cost to you, no obligation to your friend.

e 2o _ﬂ-{":,i B wd WP W Sl

:3 1 “Flame” —term meaning “lover’ in a bygone era.

FRIEND

Street
Dgpartment A &P City State ~ Zip Code City =% State Zip Code
P.O. Box 18649 :

Los Angeles, CA 90018 FRIEND FRIEND

L] I like the above poem. i ' el
D | dislike the above POECIT. City State Zip Code City - Stale ' Zip Code
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