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POLICE STAFTF RESIGHRS , BEST
- ASKS FMOR RIORGANIZATION
POLICE SELECTION BY BlLOCK BA%IS "

The entire staff of the Colonial Police resigned in a body Wednesday (July

19) at midnight, it was announced today. The reason was reported to be lack of

cooperation received from the center residents.

Project Direetor Raymond R, Best immeciately asked the residents inveach
block to select two representatives to serve their own blocks on e new community
police organization, Best sent a memorandum to the Civic Qrganization apd to
block manageré asking bloek managers to eall meefings to explain the reorganiza=
tion of the eolonial police,

"It is intended that eaclh colony policeman to be selected will have the
primary respohsibility of doing the police weork within the block from which he
is selected or at least within the ward in which he resides," Best stated in his
memorandumn, i

"Those pérsons selecfed by the blocks will be accepbed by ths Administra=-

tion without question and vill be assigned to the colony poliee ferce, Their

work orders will be processed through the Placement office and they will become

employees paid by the Administration at the regular clas-ified wage rates,"

-~ He requested that the names, addrosses and identification numbers of per=-
sons seleéted wvithin each block be referred to the Civie Organization office not
later than 4 p.m. Monday (July 24).
| Since the resignation of Chief Minekichi Shimokon and Assistant Chief Dan
Aoyama after the fatal stabbing of Yaozo Hitomi on July 2, the staff of the Colo=-
nial Police had dvindled from 115 men to 72 at the time they resigned. Shimokon
and Aoyama resigned after anonymous.threats were mode against them. Other mom=
bers of the Colonial Police were threatened and insulted although the Colonial
Police has taken no part in the murder‘investigation.

"Eﬁery community has its owm police staff to maintain peace and order,"
Best stated. "This community is now without its owm police due to the attitude
of fhe residents and through no fault of WRA. I hope the Colonial Police will

soon again provide a valuable serviece to the community."”
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