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VWhen I arrived at my office d&n the Burezu of the Census on
Feoruary 26, 1942, Director J. C. Capt had already called me to
report immediately to his office. He told me that the War Department
needed the immediate serQices of a statistician to register enemy
aliense Also, that they wished me to report in San Francisco the
next day, and would deliver a priority ai*line ticket to me at noon
for departure from Washing at 6 p.me that day. It was obvious that
the Diredtor wanted the Bureau of the Census to ddo ail it could to
help in this phase of the var efforte ( J. C. Capt had been a2 Captain
in World War I.)

I wvas met at the San Francisco airport at noon the next day
and taken immediately to General DeWitt's headquarters. Fifty-three
weeks later, following my service as Chief Statistician of the Wartime
Civil Control Administration, The War Department returned me to
Washington and assigned me to the Office of the Provost Marshal General,
where I served as a statistician aad economist on Prisoner of War labor
until June 1945,

It is logical to ask why the Director of the Census should have
chosen Dedrick for the War Department assignment. Perhaps it was because
I had recently rev.omed from a six~month assi;nmant to Panama and had not
yetl assumed all the duties of my Census position as Chief Statistician
and Cheif of the Statistical Research Division, or perhaps he considered

my prior experience with national registrations.
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WVhen I joined the Census Bureau staff in 1935 with a shiny new PheD..
from the University of Wisconsin but mo previous Federal government
experience, Director William L. Austin gave me a number of oubside
assignments, Some of .hese were quite short term duties on inter-
Departmental technical .ommittees, or temporary staff assistance to
a new agency of activity while they were recruiting regular staff,

Among my details and assignments between 1935 and 1941 should be noted
the following which are related to pational registrations:
1« Interdepartimental technical committee to set up the Social
Secutity System and conduct the initial national registra-
tion for thé assignment of itentity numbers to persons and
employers. (1935)
2, Census of Partial Employment, Unemployment and Occupations:
1937. Thisswas actually a voluntary, post office, regis=
tration of persons who considered themselves umemployed
and wished to register this fact.. A valuable national
sample census of unemployment was conducted as a check on
the completeness and accuracy of the voluntary registraa
" tion. The Census Bureau loaned me and others to the
independent staff of this activity. (1937)
3¢ Selective Service Registration of 1938, Several agencies,
including the Census Bureau, loaned staff to help Major
Hershey set up and conduct the registration for the 1938
Drafts I helped to draft the registration forms and
procedures. (1938)
4. Alien Registration, Immigration and Naturalization

Sexrvicey, Department of Justice. Solicitor General
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Francis Biddle requested that the Census Bureau assist
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, which had just
been transferred from the Department of Labor to theeJustice
Department, in plonning and conducting a Regietration of
Aliens in compliance with and Act of Congress. I was
detailed, with one assistant, tto the Department of Justice
from June to October for that purpose. (1940)
My original assignment ot the wWar Department in February 1942
was to be for "two weeks to two months" on a reimbursable basise In Jling
the War Depsrtment requested my transfer fremm the Census Bureau on a
Wam Service appointment. This was done on June 8,1942, Following my work
with V.CueCeAs in March 1943, oI was transferred to the Office of the
Provost lMarshal General in Vashington (but on the payroll of Assistant
Secretary of War John J, McCloy) +to serve as Chiéef Economist and
Statistician for the Prisoner of War program of that Offfce; also as
Consaltant on matters relating to the 6ivilian BEvacuation Brogram.
This war service extended from March 1943 through Jume 1945.
At the Vartime Civil Control Administration my position as Chief
of the Statistical Section required that I organize and administer that
dmportant unit which was required for the Planning and operation of the
alien evacuation program, I was responsible for designing registration
and administrative procedures, the preparation of maps and logistical
Plans for the evacuation of areas selected by higher command, and the
family and individual intelligence reporting system. I also woote parts
of the Final Report, and ascisted staff members of the War Relocation
Authority with some statistical aspects of their work.
The preparation of evacuation rlans for specific arcas was based
in part on counts of the Japanese population for small areas (1940 Census

enuneration areas for rural zones and blocks for some cities.) These data
we
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were not accurate because of the two-year lag after the census and some
increased movenmnt of the Japanese population as evacuation approached.

At no time were the names and addresses of individuals or families received
or requested from the Bureau of the Censuse. The punched cards from which
detailed tabulations were made did not (and in 1940 could not) contain

the names of individuals. To the best of my knowledge the War Powers

Act; passed in the spring of 1942, was never used by the Bureau of the
Census in connewtion with confidential population information.

How, then, could the We. Ce C. Ae pu blish such detailed statistics
of the 1940 U, S. Census of Population? In early December 1941, the
normal tabulatlon procedures required that all the cards be sorted by
race as well as by sex and age. S0 as not to delay the normal compilation
of the census, a duplicate set of cards were made for the Japanese in all
the U. S. Shortly after joining We.CeCe.As I recommended that the War
Department request (and pay for, if necessary) a complete set of tables
for our areas giving full census tabulations for even the smallest areas
for which data had been identified. Thus we had details for enmumeration
areag which would otherwise be available only for the State as a whole.
Incidentaily such tabulations are frequently purchased for program
purposes.

I am quite willing to answer any questions the Commission and its
staff may have concerning the statistical ospects of the evacuation
operation, I may be biased, but I believe that the statistics and
planned logistics of this operation were efficient and effective,
given the military requirements and constraints.
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