N

T e ————

GO4Ga3
R N
AM-REFARATIONS, 460
HE1
BY CLARE WOOD
ASSUCIATED PRESS WRITER
SAN FRANCISCO  -- JAFANESE-AMERICAN VETERANS. AMONG THE MOST
DECORATED IN WORLD WAR 1L, TESTIFIED TUESDAY AT A FEDERAL HEARING
THAT THEY FOUGHT FOR THE UNITED STATES WHILE THEIR FAMILIES WERE

INTERNED.

THE HEARING, ONE OF SERIES OF NATIONWIDE FORUMS. 15 Tu HELF

LETERMINE WHETHER COMFENSATION SHOULLD BE GIVEN TO FHOESE INTERNED N

THE UNITED STATES.

OF THE 300 PEOFLE IN THE AUDIENCE. SOME WERE WORLL WAR L1

VETERANS WHO FOUGHT OVERSEAS WHILE CITIZENS OF JAFANESE ANCESTRY

CEFENT THE waé YEARS IN CAMPS UNDER A FPRESIDENTIAL ORDER. : S L

OBZTENSIBLY AS A SAFEGUARD WHILE THE UNITED S1ATES BATTLEL JAFAN.

ONE OF THUSE TESTIFYING WAS KARL G. YONSBM, & RETIRELD =
LUONGEZHOREMAN FRUM SAN FRANCISCOO ANL & VETERAN OF THE 442ND
REGIMENT, WHICH WAS DUBBED THE " G0 FOR BROKE” " UNIT BECAUSE OF (1%

MEMBERS® UDARING. IT WAS THE MOST-DECORATELD UNIP OF WORLD WAk If.

YONERR SAID HIS FAMILY UNLERWENT INTERNMENT BECAUSE ““WE HAL N
CHOICE BUT...TO ACCEPT THE RALIS) U.S. DICTUM - IF THE ALLIES WERE

TO WIN THE WAR.

MINORU YASUL., HEAL OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOUR REODRESS OF THE
SJAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE., SAID HIN GRUUF HOPES THE o
HEARINGS WILL RESULT IN ““AN OFF ICIAL RECORD OF WHAT HAFFENEL, A
COMMITTEE TO RECOMMENL MONETARY CUMPENSATION AND (A WAY) TO LEVISE

A MECHANISM S0 THIS THING WON'T HAFFEN AGALN. <7 =

MOST OF THE FORMER RESIDENTS OF THE INTERNMENT CAMFS WHO )



MOS T OF THE FORMER RESIDENTS OF THE INTERNMENT CAMFS WHO

TESTIFIED TUESDAY ASKED FOR COMFENZATION.

THE HEARING WILL CONTINUE WELNESDAY AND THURSOAY. TESTIMONY HAS
BEEN GIVEN IN WASHINGTON AND LOS ANGELES. OIHER HEARINGS ARE
SCHEDULED FOR SEATTLE. ANCHORAGE . THE ALEUTIAN ISLANLS, THE

FRIBILOF ISLANDS AND CHICAGO.

THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION ANL INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANZ

IS CONDUCTING THE HEARINGES.

THE COMMISSION 15 TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO CONGRESS BY JAN.

ON TUESDAY. BORIS 1. PASH, A RETIRED ARMY COLONEL AND FORMER
CHIEF OF COUNTER=-INTELLIGENCE FROM 1940-43, TESTIFIED THAT THE
INTERNMENT WAS ~“AN HUNEST EFFORTT TO INSURE SECURITY ON THE WEST

COAsT.

THE JAPANESE-AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE. A 20, 000-MEMBER GROLUF,

LOBBIEL FOR THE HEARINGS.

THE NATIONAL COUALITION FOR REDRESS AND REFARATIONS 15 DEMANDIING
$25,000 0 EACH VICTIM, FOR A TOTAL OF $3 BILLIUON. THE JACL HAS NUT

SET A FIGURE.
TOM TAKEDA. ASSOCIATE DIRECTUR OF THE COMMISSION, HAS SUGGESTED
A TRUST FUND TO PROVIDE HUUSING FOR THE ELDERLY ANO FUR COUNSEL ING.
ABOUT 110,000 JAFANESE-AMERICANS ANL 1,000 ALEUTIAN ISLANLERS

WERE FORCED 10 LIVE IN BARRACKES IN REMOTE PLACES. MANY OF THEM IN

CALIFORNIA.
THE LAST CAMF. 1IN TULE LAKE. WAS CLOSED 1IN MAY 1%44.

IN 1942, PRESIDENT HARRY . TRUMAN SIGNELD THE JAPANESE AMERICAN
EXCLUSION CLAIMS ACT, LUNDER WHICH 23,489 CLAIMS WERE FILED. SEERING
$132 MILLION FOR FPRUFERTY LOSSES. SUME $232 MILLION WaAs PALD.

FROFERTY DAMAGE WAS ESTIMATED AT $400 MILLI1ON.
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