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FOLLOWING < I8 THs TEXT OF PROJECT DIRECTOR JAKES G, LINDLEY'S SE=iCH PELIV%

=

BRELVCATION » YOUR RUSCONSIBILITY AS A LiewBsR OF fCUR COLMUNITYY

* ' N Nov, 12, 1943 AT THE RELOCATION FORUM DISCUSSION S4RT=3 AT TERRY HALL,

The Uniited States 1s engaged in total
war against powerful;ruthless, and high=-
ly rescurceful enemies. ’Vhen a country
iz at war it becomas perforne a military
despetism. The democracy for which we
are fighting doss nou funetion while we
are Pighting. Wevertheless, it is worth
fighting  for so that in the interludes
of peace wa may snjoy government of the
people,by tha people,and for the people.
Bsaring this in mind, there sre nard and
practical considerations of a strictly
military nature which justify the West
Cosst evacuation.

The attackon Pearl Harbor on Decasmber
T4 1941 ;started evacuatien. On isbruary
18, 1942, the President signed an execu=
tive order authorizing designated military
commanders to praseribe military areas
from whieh all rerseons might be exeluded,
or 'in whish their movements might te re-
stricteds On Mareh 2, Lieutensnt fGemeral
Js L. De ¥Witt
fining Wilitary Areas Noss 1 aand 2, and
requested voluntary evacuation. On iareh
14,the Wartime Civil Ceontreol Adminisgtra-
tion was established <te supervise an
evacuation program, and work was started
tn« eract housing for an assembly center
at Manzanar, <Californias. On uderoh 18,

an #xecutive Order signed by the Presi=

dent,creatad the War (elocatien Autiori=
ty,a non=military agency, with authoriiy
to formulate and carry out a progran for
a planned and orderly relocation of per=
sons evacugted from military arsas.

The, War Relocation Authority has three
major funetions: (1) To provide the
ovacuatsd people with an equitable subw-
stitute Tor the living snd homes. given
(2) To re-establish them as a pro=-
ductive segment of the American popula-
tion; (5) To facilitate their recssimi-
lation in the normal currents of American
lifa.

The present population-of the ten re-
loeation centers is approximately 106,000,
Roughly, two=thirds of these psosle are
American citizens hy wirtue of birth in
tiils ' country. The
are aliens, whose naturalization is nob
permitted wunder  the laws of the United
Statass There are approximetaly three
nundred | thousand Japanese in the (United
States and Hawaii-<the figure of two=
thirds Ameriean citizens still holding.
The awverage apge of the aliens is BB; of
American<born, 23 years. They comprisze
g olose=krnit minority, snd the so-pslled
"Japanese problem" in this country stems
from bhe congcentrationof this poprlation
on the Pacific Coast and in the faecific
Islandss: Auwerica must find a sound and
permanent solutrion of this problam through
thouphtful attentionaf American leadens.
These lesders must strive to and, imme-
diately and forever, all propossls that
American citizenship of Japanese born in
this ecwuntry be revoked.,  (ur whple pro-

gram is based on the premise that all
persons: of Japansse arcestry living in
this ecountry, eaxgeph t!ose who reguest

repatriation and those who may be deported

for illegal mecitivities, will continue to -

live in the inited States after trne ¢lose

issued a proclamation de-.

‘woceptance

remaining one=third

of the war. _

The aimsof the Project Administration
have heen: (1) To econduct the operdtiéﬁ
of the centers sc that the substitute for
the homes of the evacuees be as adequate
as pessible under war-time limitations;
(2)To provids schooling for the evacuees
of school agey -(3) And training and
jobs on - the Center for adults so that
the. group need not stand still or slip
backwerd, but can go forward and fit
themselves for their chance in life;
(4) To work toward a gradual desopulas
vion  of the relocation centers, and a
Hspersal for assimilation into Ameriecan
Life of loyal .evacuses. 5
Thae sincere and selfless efforts of

Jdapanese Americans must be enlisted
The first step must be
taken by them. It is easisr to stay in
the Center than to go cut; it is easier
te sit than.stend; it is easier to play
than werk. Hsssntment, inertia and fear
of' the unknown must be overcome. If this
is .accomplished,--and it is owr duty to
work uneeasingly toward suchan end--then
the immedirte futura of the WRA program
is  a wholehearted participatiun in cens
ter activities by svacuees and adminis=
trative staff alike, and a wholshearted
of the relocation program by
all wiio ean look forward to relocation
a8 g resolution of their present probhlems.

The program of segregation was under-
taken to enabile the center residents who
wighed repatristion and expatriation to
Japan and tlose who eouldnot bring them-
selves: to declare ungqualifisd loyalty to
the United utates and, in the case of
United Statvss 2itizens,to renounce their

tha
in this. program.

loyaliy to - Japan, aend those who were
overtly disloyal to this country to be
removed ‘to a single ecenter where others

of't 1like beliefe, desires, and loyalties
woild be eongentrated. The removal of
this group zives those evacuees who want
to be American the opportunity to express
their Amepricanism without incgrferance.
Thiss expression of Americanism should bs
by deeds as well as words, "By theip
works shall ye know them.

Ine way for leave clearance is now
opens  You wame to this center apgainst
vour will,” perchences ~You stay of your
ovm  Trse ~wills The front pate is open

for your relscation and for your assimis=
lation into the Auvsrican stream of' 1ife.
e are all here to help you in any way
we ean when you decide to take that step.
But,remember,releeation is your problem;
it 25 not the problem of the Administra-
tion.

I have dsparted from the assigned
topies of this discussion becauss 1 felt
that this rather long introduct®on wms
riecessary. Ihe topies assigned were;

ls How +to make new friends in your
new homes _

By Your part in Clivilian Dsfenag
Programs. _ i

3« Attendance at Civic activitiess

4.. The .fusion of the Japanase ai@_
susrioan Culture, h
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af assignment:
1, How %0

new homey :
—'—m'f{’rét- step is to get in practice

in your present home. The ome group that
ig set up by the Covernment to be your
friend and to plead vour cause is the
"myp Relocation Authority, We Tnow that
we're not perfect, hut we're sincerely
trying to do the best we can for you,
Why centinue te criticize administrative

make new. friends in your

measures and %o passively resist the
accomplishment  of ‘necessary work? The
houses for the administrative staff

eould hawve and should have been completed
last sprinc, If the administrative ctaffl
were housed here,they could better serve
the population, THe entire construetion
program calling for''a building for the
silk séreen preoject, boys'! and zirls!
dormitories, a hostel for the ared and
infirm, farm bdbuildings, & cannery, &
slayghter house--all of which would save
the Government money &t a time when it
needs teo save and which we' have had ample
manpower to build at a time when the
country is crying out for manpower-~this
entire procram has lagred--months behind
schedule, The hauling of coal,the plow-
ing and seedinpg of land, irrization 'and
harvesting of crops, all has called for
special meetings of august bodles,special
appedls, The work pets partially accom-
plished but onthe whole it is "too little
and tooc late". Tooc many people to do too

little work, O©Of those who come to waorl
many will not put in a day's work., What
cAn we, as WRA officials,say to 'the

general public,to prospective employers,
to soeial minded people, who wish to

champion your eause, when they ask us,
"Are these people loyal? Are they in=

ogn only reply, "Well,
"

You have lost and

dustrious?? We
they say they are,

are losing your chance to make us strong-

ly partisan, I am not talking to the
fellow sittinm next to yous I am talking
to you,

Take your
work and at play.
Jjob, be cheerful
fellow workers:

friends on the outside at

Do  your share of the
and friendly with your
your fellow worker will
be your friemd., Do your job the best
you know hows your boss will be your
friend. Outside of work hours keep your
dignity; your neirhbor will become your
friend.,

2 & 3. Your part in the Civilian De-
fense Program and Attendance at Civic
Activities.,

T Proceed ocarefully in these fields.
Find out who are the civie leaders and

the leaders in defense work, Among vour
friends and fellow workers will be parti=
cipants. [Talk tc +them and offer wour
services. Read the literature and [igure
out where you can be most helpfuls then
be helpful, You will be happier when

yow,are cdarryine part of the load.

' ii. The fusion of the Japanese and

Amerdean Culture, T
fnis sSimply ecalls for you to bring

into us® in your daily 1ife the talents
that are inherent in you, Music, art,
dancinr--what is Japanese or-what is
fmerican makes no difference to vhe lover
of art, Your contribution will be wel=-
gome . dJoin social clubs, participateée in

mes and recreation.s Help out in deco=
‘Tating the halls and in preparing the

programs, There 'is always a place for
those who will do this work and, thouzh
the idlers who benefit by the work of

others.do not know it, there is more jow 3;

who carry the
that these

for +those
consciousness

and hapriness
load in <the

good times for all are the fruit of their

will meet rebuffs,
A soft answer turneth

labors, Yes, you
Turn them aside,
away wrath,"

5+ Assimilation and what it means.

Assimilation has been defined as the
acguisition of the ‘cultural traits of a
particular society by pecple of fereimn
origin or parentage., You have gone far
in your wacguisition of American traits,
particularly in religion, lanruape, and
in material culture and manners. You
Nisei as a group are American in your
dress, manvers, eatinm, recreaticn, lan~
guase and, 1  believe, ' inm your way of
thinkine. Issei have mlso become assi-
nilated in spite of handicaps.: However,
you still have to acguire more of Ameri-
can ‘eustoms, especially of the languare.,
I Teel that you Issei who intend to re=
main here @and 1live the American 1ife
should learn from your children. . You
should take ewery opportunity to learn
English and to talk Engldsh. It is the
lanpuage of Americans.

One: other ‘thinp=-do not attempt to
lose your race consciousness. Take pride

in your Japanese origin as most of us
do inm " our origin 4r some spall. bit of
Burope--kngland, Secotland, France and,

yes, fermany, if we remember that we are
Americans first. Be more  race minded
and Jdess  indiwidual. @ Ve hawve had many
letters from [former "evacuees who have
success fully located asking that we send
ne mere Japarnese te that locality. One
boy even wrote, "I don't:think they kmnow
I'm & Japanese,and I deon't want & lot of
Japs around to spoil it for me," He has
missed the point and is entirely selfish.
He should Dbe ‘thinkine howv to make room
for his fellow Japanese and wet them ac=
cepted as Japanese Americans--as citizens.
This is a democracy, and none of us has
to hide bebind smy resemblance to a Chinese,

 Another thinge=when you pet & job,
stiek to it. 1In some places the reputa=
tion of the nisei youth is that they are
flirhty and run from one job to ancther.
Be a little particular before you take a
Jjob and then give your employer what you

owe him==work +that will repay him for
the effort of Hiring you. Suppose a
hisher peying job does show up, try to
et a replacement for yvourself before
you run to it. You owe iti o vour em-
ployery and when the war is over and

labor 1s° plentiful, the pgood graces of
your boss will be a swell thing to have,
I know. Others have written and . asked
us to be eareful of the calibreof ‘pec=
ple we send out, sayine that irresponsi-
ble, lazw, dirty, loud-mouthed or impu-
dent applicants - or workers would ruin
the reputations and endancer the jobs of
steady and industrious relecated evacuees,
Tkis, of vourse, is true, and this aprain
is your problem, It comes back to home
tralning and,if the center is your home,
pet into practice here. Be honest, ‘be
irdustrious, be loval, be conscious that
by being all these thinrs, you are help=
ing to win this war,
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