War Relocation Authority
332% Sheridan
lincolin, Kebraska
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We have been trying for some time to get evacuee farmers interested in the
Tri-County Irrigetion District of South=Central Nebraske. To date we have not
found the right approach or have not had enough appeal in the offers. We have

had eight boys working in the territory on seasonal work who seem to be exception=-
elly well satisfied with the acceptance in the community. What they have written
back to their friends in the centers, I cannot say. I know of no reason why

they should make anything but a favorable report, I amgoing to try and give

as complete a plecture of the area as possible in hopes that it might assist

you in getting some of the farmers in your centers interested in relocating here.

location

The district lies south of the Platte River and varies in width from 10 to 1§
miles. It is approximately 50 miles from I!finden on the sast to Smithfisld on the
west. Holdrege is the largest town in the district and is located on the south
edge and near the half-way point°cast and west. It is about 150 miles sast to
Lincoln, the state capital, and about 325 miles southwast to Penver from Hold~
reges On the south there are scven towns. From east to west they are, iinden,
Axtell, Funk, Holdrege, Loamis, Bertrand, and Smithfield. To the north in the
Platte River Valley, from west to east are lsxington, Overton, Elm Creeck, Kearney,
and Gibbon. Just west of Kearney a few miles is the location of the famous 1733
Rench. This ranch became famous in the early days because it is the half-way
point between the east and west coasts. It is also about 100 miles north of the
mid-way point north and south ecross the United States.

Project Organization

The projeot is organized as a power and irrigation district. Funds were obtained
by Federal appropriation for the construction of the system. The directors are
elected locally and the responsibility of the organization is in their hands.

The ravenue from the electric powsr salss makos the drrigation phese of the
project much morz desirable. Water is sold the ussrs on the basis of {2.50 per
acre foot for the number of acres contracted. There is no meintsnaence charge in
addition. The project takes care of all canals and laterals without sxtra ehange.
There is no priority on the watsr sither from the standpoint of location in the
aree or kinds of crops being grown. The storage capucity of the ressrvoirs is
approximately d¢00,000 acre fsetes There are 170,000 acres of irrigable land in
the project or a supply of 3 acre fset of water for sach acre if it wers all
watercd.




Soils -
r—pe————

Soils found in the arsa arse all of Hastings and Holdrage types. They vary from
loams and sandy loams to loamy sande The aree is known as the Loess plains and
the soil is a high table of wind-blown origin. Probdbably nowhere in Nebreska could
we find as large an arsa of e3 uniformly high quality soil &s we have hsre. It
has bean said by msn whe know all of ths irrigation projectes in the United States,
that no other projoct has as large an arse with such highly productivs soil as

the Tri-County. Experienced vegetable men say that most any kind of vegstebles
oan be grown satlsfactorily on these soilss Fruit growers fesl that therc is a
wonderful opportunity for all kinds of fruit that are adwoted to this climated
The top soil is from 10 to 20 fost deep with a elay subsoil of about the samec
depthe Below this is & sandy layer which extends down into the water bearing
gravel at about 150 feet.

Climate

Atteched is a d4~year record of precipitation for Nebreska. This area, eas marked
out, falls within the contral Nebraska division. All dato is taken from the
United Statos Weathsr Bureau records. You will notice that 76 percant of the
total is received during the six months from April lst to November 1lst. Notice
nlso how olosely this conforms to the frost fres period for ths arcas This is a
vary important factor whers orops are grown that nesd large smounts of watsr
during the growing ssason. Tha average number of days batwean frosts during

the ten=-yosar psriod from 1931 to 1940 was 178. That would be considered the grow-
ing season. Extremes wers April 2nd for the earliest day for the last frost in
the spring and November 5th ss'the latest date for the first killing frost in the
falle These dates werge rascordea on differsnt ysars. The mean January temparature
for a long period of ysars has been 25 degress abovs zsro. The mean for July
during the same years, taken from several stations in the area over a psriod of
40 to 50 years, is 76 degrees. Luring the summsr there ars ssverel days that will
reach 100. During the winter it is not uncommon to have nsar zero temperaturss
for saveral days. The altitude ot Holdrepe is 2324 feots. The number of days on
which the sun shines 'during the growing season is very high.

Transportation

It would be difficult to locate in a more strategic place from the standpoint

of transportation. On the north the area is bordsred by the Union Pacific rail-
road and US Highwey No. 30+ On the South it 1s bordsrsd by the Burlington rail-
road and US Highway No. o+ Both railroeds ars the mainline, cross-continsnt roads.
The two highways mentioned ars both tronscontinental and probably carry more
traffic than any other two roads in the country. Bsing located midway between tha
two cocsts and with this kind of transportation tha markets available are un-
limited. Righwey 83 which is one of our main north and south highways, passes
through the arca. Overnight truck shipments can bs made to Denver, Omsha, Lineoln,
and Kenses City. Chieago, St. Louis, and Vinneapolis arc only 24 hours by rofrig-
erated express. Potatocs loaded out this yssar at Loomis wsrs picked up at 2 AM
one day and wers on tho Chicago market the morning of the following day. Since

the ioing of cars was restricted to one icing, by War Transportetion, it was
possible to market theose potatoes in a much better condition than thoss with a
longer haul. '




Markats

In addition to the markets mentionecd above there arz a pumber of smaller cities
such as Hastings, Grand Islend, and North Platte, Nebraska, Sioux City, Iowa,
St. Joscph, Missouri, Topeke, Salina, Lawrence, Wichita, and Manhattan, Kansas.
All of thsse placcs are within & few hours by truck znd heve a big local demand
for vogetables and fruits.

Housigﬁ

In yoars past this territory was recognized as one of ths most stablo and sube
stantial in Nebraska. It has bosn built up by a thrifty psople who built wsll
but not elaborately. 1In the carly part of this century, farming units wer:z de-
velopsd on the basis of family size farms. Consequantly we find on an avsrage of
one sat of farm buildings to cach 180 aercs. During the drought years of the
1930's many of thess farms were abendonad by the ownors. Dry-land farming methods
wore daveloped which increassd the size of the units. At the present timo the
everape size is 280 acres. With irrigation ooming in we havs the natural change
back to smaller units. Fortunately we heve the buildines which have not besn
used for a few ysars and which need only to be repaired, that can again bc used
to house ths new femilies coming in. Souws of these¢ are comparatively wnaw and in
good condition, others are oldor amd at this timo badly in need of rspair. Those
sots which wers not sufficiently good to be rchabilitated heve been demolished
during the last fow yesars. It has been estimated that thera are 75 sets of theso
buildings in the area. 1In addlition thore erc many houses in the smaller towns
thet can be occupieds This would {ivs the older pesople an opportunity to live

in the torritory ncar their families who might be living on the farms.

Nationality

Swedish, Danish, ond Germen descondants prodominats in the erca. Many of those
people are of tho second gensration. Thay ars & very thrifty, conssrvative, home-
loving people. Thoy ara awarc of the fact that more psopla arz nseded to properly
develop and meintain this project. 1t is their desire to havc peopls ecoms into
the territory who ars familiar with the production of mor: intensified cropse. Tho
principal crops have beeon wheat end corns. Thoy do not have suffieient labor to
moko & rapid chango to the other erops which roquire more labors Ths living
standards of those people ere moderats and substential.

Schools and Churches

All of the towns in end near the district have very good ¢lementary and high
schools. There arc two consolidated districts served by busess The rural schools
go to the eighth grade and thoy ers located so that tho greatost distance to a
school is 2 milas. Kearney has a stotc supported and aceredited Toachers College
with & full four-ycer course. All towns have a varisty of churchas and there are
country churchcs scattered throughout the area. The church groups hava taken a
very aotiva jntercst in our program and are anxious to assist in every way
possible.






