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We have been trying for some time to get evacuee farmers inte-rested in the 
Tri-County irrigation Distt:"iet of South•Centra l Nebraska.. ·To date we have not 
found the right approach or have not· had enough appeal in the offers. We have 
had eight boys working in the territory on seasonal work who seem to be exception-
ally well satisfied with the acceptance in the community. What they have written 
back to their friends in the centers, I cannot say. I know of no reason why 
they should make anything but a. favorable re pert. I am g,oing to try and give 
as complete a picture of the area as possible in hopes that it ~ight assist 
you in getting some of the farmers in your centers interested in re locating here• 

Location 

The district lies south of the Platte River and varies in width from 10 to 15 
miles. It is approximately 50 miles from Hinden on the east to Smithfield on the 
we st. Holdrege is the largest town in th~ district and is lQcated on the south 
edge, and neat+ the ha.lf .. 'Yay point· east and we st. It is about 150 m:i.le s east to 
Lincoln, the state capital, and a.bout 325 miles southwest to franvGr from Hold-
rege. On the south the-re a.re stJven towns. From east to we st they are, ?. ind en, 
Axtell. Funk, Holdrege, LoGmis, Bertro.nd, and Smithfield. To the north in the 
Platte River Valley, from west to east a~e Lexington, Overton, Elm ~reek, Kearney, 
a.n,d Gibbon. Just west of Kearney a few miles is the location of' the famous 1733 
Ranch. This ranch became famous in the early days because it is the half-way 
point between the east and .west coasts. It is also about 100 miles north of the 
mid ... way point north and south &cross the United State~. 

project Organization 

The project is organized a.s a power and irrig·.a.tion district. Funds were obtained 
by F'ederal appropriation for the construction of the system. The directors are 
e lectod locally and the respor·.sibili ty of the orga.niza. tion is in their hands. 
The revenue from the electric power sabs ma.kos thG ir.dg:ation phe.se of the 
project much mor3 desirable·. Water is sold the users on the basis of ~2.50 per 
acre foot for the number of acres contracted. There is no maintenance chs.rge in 
addition. The project takes care of all canals and laterals without extra oha~ge ~ 
There is no priority on the water sithe r from the st·andpoint of location in tho 
area or kinds of crops beirlb grown• ':.'he storage da.pi;..oity of the reservoirs is 
npproximia.tely cl00,000 acre foet. There e.re 170,000 acres of irrigable land in 
the project or a. supply of 3 acre f .se t of water for each acre if it were n.11 
waterGd• 
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Soils found in the area are all of Hasting,s and Holdrage types. They vary fr_om 
loams ane sandy loams to loalr\Y sand. The area is known as the Loess plains and 
the soil is a high table of wind-blown origin. Probably nowhere in Nebraska could 
we find. ns large un a.raa of a~, 1iniformly hig:h quality soil ~ s we have hare. It 
has been said by men who know all of the irrigation projects in the United St~tGs, 
that no other projoet has as large an area with sueh hif_hly productiVt3 soil as 
the Tri-County. ExperiencGd vegetable mon say that most any kind of veg-3ta.bles 
can be grown sa~isfactorily on these soils. Fruit growers feel that thera is a 
wonderful opportunity for all kinds of fruit th~t ·are ad,pted to this ·climate .. 
The top soil is from 10 to 20 foat deep with a olny subsoil of about the samo 
d0pth. Below this is a sandy l~yer which extands down into the water benring 
grave 1 at a.bout 150 feet. 

Climate 

Attached is a o4-year record of precipitation for Nebrr·.ska. This area., e.s mr~rked 
out. f~lls within the central Nebrnska division. All data is taken from the 
United Stntes ~eatha r Bureau recotds. You will notice that 76 percent of the 
total is received during thG six months from April l~t to November 1st. Notice 
also how closely this conforms to the frost freG period for thG area. This is a 
very important factor where orops are grown that need forge amounts of wat8r 
during the growing season. Th8 nverago number of days batwesn frosts durl;lg 
the tan-yGar period from 1931 to 1940 was 178. That would be considered the grow-
ing season. Extremes wer0 April 2nd for the e&rliest day f~r the l~ ~t frost in 
the spring a.nd November 5th a s ' the latest <iate for· tho first killing frost iri tho 
fall. These dates were recorcieci on diff'erGnt years. The mean January tompora.ture 
for a long perioci of years has been 25 degree s abov3 zero. The mean for July 
during the saroo years, taken from s0veral stntions i:u the area ov0r a pa riod of 
40 to 50 years, is 7ti <legrees. Lurint the summur there ara sev0ral days that will 
reach 100. During the winter it is not uncommon to he.ve nsar zero tamperctur3s 
for saveral days. Th0 altitude ut Holdrege is 2324 fe0t. The number of days on 
which the sun shines 'during tho growing season is very hig_;.h. 

Transportation 

It would be difficult to locate in a more strn. t eg"ic place from the standpoint 
of transportation. On the north the arGa is bordared by the Union Pacific rail· 
ror..d and ._,US Highway 1'To. 30. On ·the South it is bord0 r e d by the Burlington ·rail• 
road and US Highway No. o~ Both railro~ds are tho mainlin3, cross-continent roads. 
Tl-le two hi.ghways mentioned are both trc.nscontinGntal and probably carry more 
traffic than nny othor two roads in tho country. BGing looatad midway betwoen tho 
two cousts anc with this kind of ·transportation thJ m&rkets available are un-
limited• Highway 83 which is one of our m~in north and south highways, passes 
throubh the area. Overnight truck shiprr~nts cun be m&de to Denver, Om~ha, Lincoln, 
and Kansas ~ity. Chicago, St. Louis, and ?~inneapolis arc only 24 hours by rcfrig-
era.ted express. Potato~ s loaded out this yaar at Loomis wsrta picked up o.t 2 A~~ 
one day ano. were on the Chica€,.O market the morning of the following day. Since 
the ioing of cars we.s restricted to ono icing,. by 7ffl r Transportation, it was 
possible to rnf-1.rket thGsG pot~~toes in a much bett0r condition than those with a 
longer haul. 
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Marko ts 

In addition to the markets . mentioned a bove the r G a r a a numbe r of smaller cities 
such as Hastings, Grand Isknd, nnd 1Jorth Plutto, Ne br a ska, Sioux City, Iowa , 
St. Jos aph, Missouri,_ T-ope ka., Sa lina, Lawrence ~ Vfichito., o.nd Manhattan, Kans ns. 
All of t h G s0 p la co s e.re within a few hours by truck &nd h r:!.V '3 a big loo a.l deme.nd 
for vege table s and f~uits. 
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In years past this t c rr-itory was r e cogniz ad as one of the most stab b n~.d sub· 
stantia.l in Nebra ska . It ha. s be..:m built up by a tnrifty pa ople who built wa ll 
but not Gfo.borat e ly. In the ~mrly pa rt of this c e ntury, farming un its we r •3 de -
ve loped on the basis of family size farms. Cons e qu0nt ly we find on a n avsr a~· e of 
one sot of f &rm buildin~ s to each 160 acres. During the drought years .of the 
l930t s many of the s e f a rms were · a bandon1Jd by the owners. Dry-land fo.rrdng me thods 
w0r o develope d which increas ;:; d tha size of the units. At the pre~e nt timo the 
f .. v e r u f;<3 size is 280 acr0s.. With irrigf.ltion coming in we he.v3 th0 no.tura l cha.ngo 
back to sma ller units. Fortunat e ly we hev c tho buildings which have not bos n 
used for a f ew years and which need only to be r e pa ired, tha t c an again be used 
to hous e the new f amilie s co n;ing in. Sor. ,-J of the s e a r c compa rr.tive ly 'Yl.JW o.nd in 
good condition~ oth0rs are oldor end a t this timo badly in need of r Bp&ir. Those 
s ots which wor s not sufficie ntly good to be r Ghabilit2.t e·d hav e be en demolished 
during the last f8w yeo.rs. It hv.:s been e stimatad tha t the N ar e 75 sets of thG so 
buildint: s in the a r ea. In a dc', ition the re a r c many houses . in tho smalle r towns 
tha t e c..n be occupied. This would ~ ivo the old e r pe ople an opportunity to live 
in the t e rritory n<~a r the ir f o.r;1ilLi s who rr.i~ ht be living on th$ f a rms .. -

Nationf~li t~ 

SVwd ish, Danish. o.nd Gor man desce ndants prodominc.. t 0 in tli0 e.r ea. Many of th.;:; so 
' people a r e of the s e cond gene r &tion. Th0y a r 8 c. va ry thrifty, conservative, home-

loving poop l e . Th3y a r a awa r e of the fo.ct thc. t more poop lo a r e ne eded to properly 
dove lop a nd ma inta in this project. !t is tho ir desire to hav e pe opla come into 
the territory who a r a fo.mili ur with thB production of mon intGnsified crops. The 
principa l crops hf.ve bG on wh<Htt nnd corn. Thc'y do not h r:tv e sufficient labor to 
mnko a r a pid chant,o to tho othe r crops which r equire r.1ore h bor.. Tha living 
standa rds of tho se pe ople i::~ re modorato r..nd substantia l. 

Schools and Churche s 

A'll of the towns in and nee .. r the district ho.v e ve ry good e l emonta ry o.nd high 
schools. Th0r e a r o two consolida t ed districts se rve d by- buse s. Tho rura l schools 
go to the e i ghth gr n.do and they ar ·3 locnt vd so that tho g:r Gc:.tost di stanc e to a 
scho~l is 2 rnil.J s. Ke a rney ha s a str. t o supporte d and uccre dib:,1 d Teache rs College 
with a full four-yGr. r course . All towns hav e a varioty of church 3s a nd the r a arG 
CQU,titry churche s sce. ttered throughout the ur ea . Tho church e::roups he.ve take n a 
_vary ~otiva :l,nte r ost in our prot·r am am: a r e ·a.rocious to a ssist in eve ry way 
pos.s~blo . 




