PETITION

ns President of the itnited States of America
.1ta House, Washington, 0. C.

marleon Citizens.of Japnnere ancestry at
Heart | ountafh War Relocation Center, Wyoming

SUBJITCTs Glarirication of Citizenship status, etc. ‘
bear Kr, rresidents |

We, the Americén,citizena of Japanese ancestry at Heart
lountain war nelocation Center, are in complete accord with the
apirit and prinoiples as expressed in the statemont issued by
the lionorable Henry L. Stimson, Seorotary of war and your lettar
directe: to the Sacretary 1n.connection with the declsion of tho
War Lopartment to for a combat unit of loyal Americans of
Japanese anceqtryf. | A

lio elearer nor more eloquent statement on democratic prinoipic

based on eqnalitj of men hag ever been uttered than theses wor@s o

‘uet forth in your letter; "“The principle on which this country

. was founued and by which 1t has always be'n governed 1s that
Amipicanism is & matter 6: the mi#d and heart; Amerionnism is not,
and never was, & matter of race or ancestry." SRR

Alsel DBut no one can deny that this prinoiplo wan_grosaly .
ignored in the evacustion program of Amerioan gitizens of Japanese
doscent. The ver§ fact that the svacuation was inaugueated and | )

carried out on racial gfounu prompted by prejudices and selfis?naap
of pOa*rful pressure group on the Pacific Coast is the v101ut£on

ol tne Amerloanism which you so ably expoundad in your 1oeter.

dhe treatments which yeu-s the evacuees underwent at Assombly

Centers and now being aily exparienced at Helocation Centers are

e far short 'of dignity and courtesy ascorded troe Ameriocan oitizens.

. ' ’
el




"e Uoubt whether or not Your Excellency is aware of the taot

that wa are plscoa in a camp enclogsed b barbed wire tence and

..h er watohful eyeq ot army aentinels. .we feal cexrtain that you

will sympathize with us when we queation the . validity -0f American
¢itiz-nship as long as we are forced to live in the relocation’
c:nters, which has every semblance of a concentration camp. ’

We are now being asked to register to.expeuzte the rocent
docision of the mar Japartment, ‘this we are doing in spirit of
cooperation and with unswerving faith that our govornment-aﬁall
rectify speedily and fully the injuatics done to its minority groups

Your letter to Secretnry of war clearly indicate, at least in
spiris, ;hat the full citizonehip status shall be restored to
Japenesc Americans. wo belisve, tha;;fore, that you will give every
oonaideration and cooperation to the following petitions which 'we

.-:-reb; set forths ,

i. ILmmediate clarification of citizenship status of Ameriocan

citizens of Japanese ancestry with specific requests that the followe
‘ f

1

1ng aotions be taken at onces
(a) nemoval of the barbed wire fences ani the santinélu from
the war nelocatvion Centers. . o
(b) Fresuom to go in end go out from the War Helocation Centers
at fres will of the citizen evaouosa; |
(o) mestoravion of Civil Servics status.
(i) ¥Byual oproriunivy as any'onher Amsrican for employmbnt in
war ind.strics, inclading eirplane fuctories,‘munition

plants and other msnufacturing plants producing vital ‘war
‘ W

‘ '::::teri;nls . i '

(8) Tquel privilec: as any other Am-rican %o s erve in every




branch of armsd forces of the United States, ineluding
lavy, ¥ arir.xtes, anﬁ the Air Corps. \
di. dssuance of pesidential Froolamation to clarify the oitizen=

ship status as regussted above,

dil. Curtailment of all propaganéa that fosters projudioé and

@n1mosity with false and maliciocus slanders directeod at oud race,
which is in Nazi fashiopldeaigped to net‘raoo agalilnzt race,

no firmly believe that Amsricanism faces a supreve test both
&% war fronts anu home fronte fThe en~misa of Americanism within
are th se sinistor forces with mslfish motives undep guise ér
pasriotism tred upon the right of minority group as in the gase of
forgaful evas.atvion of Javanese Am-rigsns from the Pacifio conaf.

Wiat we nave patitioned above are just an amicable hpans of
righting the wrong done to thae ninority group of citizens, Weo
.umm th*y are the logical steps in tm nslating your eontention
tiat Americanism is not a matter of race or énoeatry, bat of heart
Wil manie  with thess firm convictions we heoreby prossnt our petie

tion for your cateemed considerasion,

fated this léth day of February, 1943
Heart Mountain war Heloeation Center,

Heart Mountain, Wyoming




