FLORIN CHAPTER OF
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE .
FLORIN, CALIF.

BULLETIN NO. 8 FIRST WITH THE LATEST NEWS MAY 16, 1942

EDITORTIAL

As each new day brings new orders for some communities to eva=-
cnate, there comes to our minds, the reslization that soon we will find
cuirselves in the midst of an order. Fortunately, the busy strawberry
g3acor has helped us keep our heads. We had wcrk to do, and each new
dav mzant the reaping of profits that all the hard work of months and
months past was to bring. We could not afford to remain idle, or in
a' panic, throw our hands up in despair, Thanks to the calmness and
dignity that a farmer cultivates in the vears and years of partnership
with nature and with God, he has been spared a gre~t deal more than
perhaps those who were 9mp‘9ved In-the eiby, or these who had idle
hours to worry and fret over the coming evacuation. '"Eveén now as the
eveocuation day approaches, we find busy workecrs picking ripe red ber-
rics for strawberry short cakes to be enjoyed in hundreds of American
houmes. Quietly they are packing away their precious posse531ons they
have accumulated in the 20 to 50 years they have been in this beautiful

ommunity. In a business-like meanner, their ranch and their properties
aro being put to order ‘and turned over to trust-worthy hands., Mothers
arc busily sewing and packing clothing for their families. At night,
after a hard day out in the strawberry patches or in the green grape
vineyards, the entire familv is busy crating necessities, and packing
suit cascs and trunks,

We heve come thus far with calm dignity--and when the order reach-
es us, wo will continue to work in our patchos as long as we can. For

as the height of thc scason approaches, cven a half a day's work will
mean’ so much to all of us., When the order comes, the Control Center
will be set up. Then only ¢one¢ responsible person of each family (the
American way of classifying families) nced comc to register. Then he
willl have two days to tag his posscssions and to make arrangements to
storc them. Let us plam cxactly what we would do that final few days
--and remember to take care of every detail that would be detrimental
should we forget to tend to them. :

This cvecuation ie a cxperience we ean not avoid, If we must
evacuatc, let us do evervthing possible to make it pleasant and order-
ly. If wc must face this, let us do so with a brave smile that will
always be a credit to ourselves and our fricnds,

I was amazed when I visited Miss Thayer last Friday at the audi-
torium and saw the hundreds of Sacramento Japanesc evacuate., Everything
was perfectly timed and well organized. It secmed rather out of place
to see so much order--quiet dignity as I walked with Miss Thayer through
the crowd and saw little children running around in joy at the pros-
pcect of new adventure. :

Therc is nothing to fear or drcad. We are in good hands, the
Army of the U, S. Lot us, with high hopoc, preparc ourselves for this
ncw adventure and with courage meet this Evacuation,

Mary Tsukamoto
VORD FROM ASSEMBLY CENTERS

We .have been anxious for néws from thc asscmbly camps and have
been reading the papers eagerly for suggestions and hints on what we
might take--and whatever might expect at thcse centers, ~

Since last week, many from our community have gone into Walerga
and Margsville., The words we have received from them are quite reas-
suring and cheerful. They onjoy this new place and are greatly sur-
prised at the food and comfort provided them, This is good.news.

Dr. Ito sends his regﬂrds to the people of Florin.

James Fukithara wrote & nice long letter to our office--and says
he enjoys the food and fun and is working hard. He reminds those who .
have portable phonographs to bring phonograph needles, (everyone seem.:
to heve forgotten.

Roy Miura wrote and was surprised that the camp was 100% better
than he had expected. Mrs. Miura is enjoying the leisure of no more
cooking and washing dishes! (girls please note).

The JACL will send a few copies of this Bulletin to these camps
so they will know how we are getting along in Florin.,
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HUMANE SOCIETY FOR YOUR PETS

Out of the interest and love~of pet animals ,Mrf’ﬁnd Mrs, Marten-
stein are devoting their life to the wnrkﬁaﬂ,n:oiecting and finding
new homes for them,

Sacramento is undertaking a tremendous job as thousands of Japa-
nese are leaving their pets behind them., Most everyone has a dog or
two and a few cats on their farm, When there are more than 450 fami-
lies, we can imagine-what our community alone would be asking of the
Humane Society. But, kindly, Mr, Martenstecin has assured us that some=-
how, he will and must take carc of their pets.,

Mr, Martenstein was good enough to come to Florin this week Jjust
to discuss this problem carefully.

We have decided that it would be kindest and safest to let every-
one kecp their pots and watch dogs, as long as possible, Although it
would mean a great deal of work for Mr. Martenstein, he has consented
to come down to Florin to get the pets--probably a day or-iwo before
we actually leave Florin. We will designate a large shed, where the
dogs can be tied., Because therc will bc millions of things that must
be done in the last fow days, he suggests we tie the dogs up, and leave
them therc,: Someonc will be therc to watch them, We must leave a tag
on the dogs, stating clearly--his name, age, whether he is accustomed
to children, whether he is a house dog, whether ho is & watch-dog or
just a pet, whether he bites, and whether he was usually tied or not.

A1l this information will help Mr. Martenstein more easily to find
the right now master for the pets. The JACL will arrange to have a
large truck to be used to help move the hundreds of pets in one day.
Qur ccts can be brought in a sack and left with the dogs at the shed,

Mr. and Mrs. Martonstein will feed thc dogs, and give it care, and
make every effort to give these pets to people, who will provide good
homes for them. .And 211 of this is being done from the charitable
heart of thcse two fine people, out of their own expense., They are not
asking for any fec for the handling of these pets, but we-can all un-
derstood what a tremendous service, thoy are rendering us, and perhaps
for thosec who can afford it, cven little donation would be quite in or-
der to compensate in a small way, their kindness for our pets.

Those who are intending to ask-thc Humnne Society’s care for their
pets, pleasc register with the JACL, so that we will know approximately
how many pets we must cxpcot on that busy day.

OUR SOLDIER BOYS

For a long time, we have becen thinking of our boys in the United
States Army. They must be terribly concerned about home, Never have
they heard of such a mass ecvacuation., Articles in the papers, and
news over tho radio arc so brief and so often erroneous that they must
be quite worried about their farms and their folks,

Bulletins will be sont to each camp so that somchow they may be
informed with some of the details, we may have omitted in our letters,
The JACL is writing a letter to every soldier that we know of from our
JACL cormunity. We have a few of the addresses, but-we would like to
request thosc who have brothers and sons in the mrmy, to please give
our office thoir latest addresses this week. The loctters and bulletins
are ready to be mailed and will be sent out as soon as we learn their
~ address, Please cooperate with us in doing this 1little bit for our
boys. It isn’t very much but it is better than no word of encourage-
mont.from home attthis time. If we should move and lose track of our
boys in the camp, the National JACL officc at Salt Lake City will serve
as a clearing house. Let us write to the National JACL, Beason Build=-
ing, 25 East Sccond South Street, Salt Lake City, Utah. r

Luckily for a few of our friends, visits home were possible, and
aftor a few days of happy reunion, there was the inevitable sad part-
ing-«Bill Kashiwagi; Sid Yamaguchi, Kazu Yoshihata, Ted Miyata, David
Kato, Shige Okimoto, and Sam Sugimoto have been the pride of our comn=-
runity. »

INNOCULATION CERTIFICATES

g There are still some people who ha&en’t;come for their diphtheria
and vaccination certificates. Please call for yours, if you haven't
done so, as yet,. ' ;




BANK SERVICE

Now that Sacramento has evacuated from this day, May 16th, 12:00
A.M., no Japanese will be permitted within the city iimits. We are in
the midst of a very busy season, and because of the impending evacua®
tion, the company are giving out statements weekly, and nonsequently,
there will be more checks issued and must be cashed or deposited more
frequently, more than any other year,

Last week through the Federal Reserve, contacts were made with the
Bank of America and an attempt was made to secure the serviccs of the
Elk Grove Bank, but we were unsuccessful at that time, However, Mr,
Reid would not take "no" for am answer., Mr. Reid and his meambo—s at
the Federal Reserve Bank are morz than cver anxious to make arrongees
ments through other firms to provide a benking service for our now ik-
olated community., They feel that it is only just that we be given +his
privilege, especially now that we are in midst of our scason, 1f i* is
at all possible, they will not leave any stone unturncd in an cffort to
help us in our predicament,

FARM SECURITY OFFICE

Since Monday May 11, the Farm Sccurity offico of Florin has madc
themselves quite at home in the YBA kitchen with a telephene installed
by the sink., Mr, Jack Fairbain and Mr. Booth are busy mecting pros-
pective tenants, and thanks to their untiring efforts, meny farms are
finaelly being taken carc of, Miss Mary Burbank and Mrs. King make up
tho personnel at this busy office,

This service at Florin is deeply approciated bv the busy farmers,
We know that we owe the Farm Security Administration for the splendid
cooperation we have been receiving all along--and to have them moved
into Florin was something we had not anticipated., We arec certsin that
Tthe entire community is being better served during this busy season,
and because of Mr, Fairbain, Mr. Phelps and Mr. Booth, they would eva-
cuate with a great deal of satisfaction and peace of mind.

FLASH!!

Word has come from Mr, Donnelly, the crordinator of the Sacramento
W.C.C.A. that a team office will be opened in Florin Monday, May 18th
at the YBA Hall. They will bc mede up of thc Federal Reserve Bank,
Farm Security, and Social Security offices., Until the order comes,
tn3 cffices will render help and advice to the people in our community
and the rural districts of the Sacramento W.C.C.A. Jurisdietion, that
have mot yet evacuated, Some one from Miss Thayer's office and Mr.
Foid's Federal Reserve Bank will come to join the Farm Sccurity and the
JACa coffices. We know that we can eount ourselves quite fortunate that
tir. Donnelly has taken the trouble to move these valuable advisers into
Florin now thet Sacramento is closed to us,

LAST MINUTE MUSTS

The final "E" day that wec all have been waiting with dread anti-
cipation has rapidly become a ncar reality. We have been so busily
occupicd with packing, harvesting, scttling the affairs of our ranches,
and a thousand other things, that we may have overlonked a lot of
things that at the last moment we may forget. Following are somc of .
the things we should roemember to do:

) Turn off thc elcctric switch.
Bar the windows,
Fill the water tanks,
Hos weeds around the house,
Find homes for your pets.,
Repair fences around your property and across
entrance roddway,
Clean house of combustible articles,
Return gasoline and stove gas tanks,
Pay all bills--PGE, grocer's, gas bill, etec.




HINTS TO EVACUETS

Time has made it possible for the people in Fl-rin to learn &
great deal about the assembly camps., As the Army send thrusands to
the nsgsembly centers, ncw hints and suggestions have crme tn us that
mekes for more comfort for all »f us,

I,ct us remember for the sake of the Army, who are handling our
noving and for ourselves not tn take tnn much baggrge, SO that as we
mova to daifferent centers, we would not be over bundled with too many

things. But wc arc happy tn give out the f~1lowing hints:

THE NECESSITIES: .
Plenty of bedding and linen (no n~ttress)
Toilet articles
Extra clothing
Personal effects

A few deys ago the arny informed us that eating utensils will be
provided. It must bo quite a sh~ck for thhse whnscourcd the storces
jn search of tin plates and cups. But let us take a fow of these
utensils. They will come in handy at times, when we would like to
enjoy ~ midnight snack in our own rooms. 2

But for thnse who have been-unsuccessful in purchasing those eat-
ing utensils, do not worry about them because these things will be
provided at the eamps.

Here is o list of things that are optionel, that will mean a
comfort and help to give a little atmosphere of home:

Cnffee percolator

Mosquito net

Small clectriec burner

Bathrobes

Small electric fans

Portable radio

Portable typowrlter

Portahle musical instruments
Shower caps and shoes (for women)
Curtain material for windows and partitions
Elcctric extensinn cords :
Plain wire

Small washtubs and weshboards
Smnll buckcts and wash basins
Smnll rugs .

Folding card tables

Small folding chnirs

Baby cribs (Unassembled)

Mattress for baby crib

Eammer, saw, nalls

prdlocks ané padlock hasps
Children's toilet bucket

Now thet shopping cannot be done at Sacramento, the JACL con=-
tacted the Perkins Merchendise Store and Elk Grove Haynes Store in an
offort to help thosc who gtill wish to buy a few necossary things.

Mrs. Perkins talked to the Army Qutfitting Companvy and has dis-
eovercd that the canvas duffle bags can be made, if we order them.
The largest size 18x40 costs abrut $2.50, There are aboub three other
sizos, ranging from abnut $1.65, $1.85, $1.95 to $2,50, If we wish
to orier them, we can call Mrs, Perkins at her store immeciately.
It Mmay take a few days to have these bags made. Ropes are hard to
got, bul heavy twinos arc available. Mrs. Perkins is trying to get
canvasses for sale at her store., We have sent them a 1ist of things
thnt the evacueces would need, and they will try to keep these articles
0 stock to accommodate all of us.

There has been suggestions offered by the WCCA officials that a
few shoppers might be found that might go into Sacramentn, for those
who can not get their things at Elk Grove ané Perkins. We cannot
give this as a definite plan yet, but we will endeavor to work this
out for everyone,




WORK OF THE MATIONAL JACL GOES ON

The National JACL office at Salt Lake €ity is busy working to nel
help everyome in this erisis.

A survey of west coast evacuces resettling in the inter-mountain
states is being conducted,

National Headgquarter advises chapters to weleome evacuee JACL
members into the chapter activity without payment of additional fees,
if they have already paid all dues to their former chapter, °

National officers lead by field sccretary, Mike Masacka, are de-
voting all their time,!fm attending conferencos promoting goodwill and
speaking in behelf of the Japancsc American Citizens, They are plane
ning to visit Now York, Philadelphia, Washington to sec government of-
ficials; and as wo arc about to faocc evacuation, we do so with a hope
and - prayer sent to our National JACL loaders, who will work night and
day, to pave new paths of frcedon and justice for the thousands of
Japancse Amorican and their parents, We are proud of our National
@rganization end our local chapter becomes significant only becouse Y
we are a part of a groat National Mother Organization, We are grate=-
ful and we send our best wishes and hope to our National JACL.

A new Pacific Citizen will be issued shortly from Salt Lake City.
Because of this great evacuation, all of us will be more than anxious
£o know what the National JACL will do, and we will be riore than ever
concerned for the welfare of the Japancse Americans in this crisis,

Wo must keop the Pacific Citizen alive and active to serve as our
spokesman and to help win more fricnds for our cause, Let us sub-
scribe for the Pacifiec Citizen. Probably it will be the only publice -
tion to oontinue during the war, The yearly subseription is only
$s.00 for JACL nembers and $2.50 per year for non-members, Let us
subseribe now at the ¥lorin JACL office .

TO THOSE WHO WISH TO SELL

Foderal Reserve Bank hos reported changes in regords to the sell-
ing of goods after the evacuation ordor. We may still sell anything
oven until after the order is issued. If you wish to sell things,
JACL may be able to-help you find prospective buyers. Thero are re=-
quests for bieyeles, trucks, or pick-ups, bed-roon sets, ond outboard
notor. Please inform the JACL office.

VOTERS ATTENTION}

There was o nmistaken article in tho paper yesterdcy about absen=-
tee voters, but the JACL #heoked it up and-according to the latest
{nformation from the County Clerk's office, all those who are regise
tered voters will be able to vote through abscntee ballot. To acquire
absentee ballots, you rust writc to County Clerk not earlier than
August 5th, and not later than 20th. -

Those who have not as yet rogistered, it may be possible for you
to register after you get to the Camp, However, everything is very
indefinite, as yet.

VERIFICATION PAPERS

The JACL office has made & form to bc uscd by those who storing,
renting, or lending their furniturcs to their Coucasian friends. This
is for your protection as well as for your friends, becausc none of us
can forcsec what will come to pass in the yoors ahead of us. If you
wish to have copios of thesc forms, please call for them at our ofe . .
ficec.

OUR NEV. ADDRESS

When we ovacuste to our camp, let us romenber to got our new
residence address cards, which will be available then, and notify our
post-master and post-nistress of our new regidence nddress. The Post
Office will forward all first-class mnlls to us,

Those who have registered with the selective sorvice draft board
must notify vour local board; alsn with your new addrcss.

CONTRIBUTIONS

The JACL is gratoful for the continued special donations that is
keoping our work going. Becouse of their generosity, we arec better
able to serve the community in this cmorgoncy.

Mr. Takchashi, . . .$10.00 Yeburioto{Mills). . . .$5.00
Kenso Inouye. « « » $3.00 T, Koshiba, ¢ « « » s+ $1.00
K., ONOs s & + s s « $300 Brick Orwell, . . . $100,00






