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November 30, 1943 

..... :1 : • Rohwer Cc~~.ni~y ~'Ouncil 
Rohwer Relocation Center 
Relocatio-n·, A~kansas 
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Ge.:nt·lemen: · .. 

The sta.t'ement of the Committ'ie of the Rohwer Relocation Coundl for the Study 
)f Rel•cation Proalems hus aeen fa~warded to me by Mr.- Johnston. I find it a 
thoughtful, matur.e presentatien Gf . cortain aspects of rlel•cution, and as such it 
has been given careful c•nsiderution.,· · · 

. I . '. 

F•r the s4k.~ ·.cf cluri ty it s~ems desiru.ble to discuss separately each peint 
raised in your. le~ter. 

. ~ ·· .. 
1. "The YmA has not cempletel:.y- grc.sped the evu.cuees' 

gu.t-dn ·.~ rol~cutien." · 
true ~~ntiments as re-

The WRA believes that the understanding of ''the evacueee'' "t!rua sentiment, . ue 
regards rels'cs.tign" is a continuing pre>cess. It is of great importance thr:<.t there 
be full understanding •1$y the evacuees as t• the congressio·nul nrid budgetary lim~ ta-
ti.ons under "Which the. VJRA operates. Such c•mmunfcations ::...s yours . aro to be com-
mended o.s ah effectiyc mea.ns of .. helping to bring ubout this "mutual understanding. 
It should be empho.sizod that the pr!'posed fumily counselirlg pr~gram and :tha provi-
aio1's for increased .evacu.i;e ·partJ..G,ipution ·in the rel_o~c.t:ion pr~·gram, whic~ WGre 

•utlined .i-n ·the .A.di~g ,. Dir:0 ct ·o~ ,·s ~lfi~ttcr ::.fA ·O-ctobcr 28, ~~re stf!P t .qvr{A.rd go.ining a 
better. understo.n'tifng of eVUCUE:es-· attitudes in rugu.rd t~ relocti.tion. Community 
Anulysis ie also working toward prorpoting our:~undorstr~nding ·of _cv~cuce rel,cnti .rn 
attitudes, und ~~o ha.vG rBcently beg~ t• obt1 .. d.n the view,.. of resuttlors •~nccrning 
their 0x•periencea. · 

.... !. 2 • 
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. "The : 'NRA hus ·not f"rmulat·~~ ·any c enc rote plun regurdi~g our further 
welfare after reloc:...ttion. fr.em these 'centers." 

By "further w~l-fu.ro after· re.i~cntion" it i .e presumed that the C•uncil is rG-
ferring to the · adjustmen.t perit>d i.vh~n ·thv rtJsettler is wqrking •ut the tru.nsitio.n 
from center life t,., normo.l lifo ·in· A.riieric::..n c"mmunitios. The WR.A has . _Q.evehped ex-
tensive plans for .tho wo).f<.i.re; o·f ' rt:;;settlera during the ~djustment period, which are 
indicat~d in the fol:+..<:"~ll'.'g pur t.t gr~ph;· . Planning' for tho future •f the . Japanc.H~e 
America~s boyend .. tho transition period is auroly , somot~in~· iin ·which the ·evo.cueee 
themse1Ve$ will wish te take the leud. 

M~anwhile 6.n i~creasing·amou•t of time und en~rgy ha& been devoted . by WR.Ate 
planning and doveloping on u nationwide scule aids 'to the security of tho ~vacuco 
resettlore. Churchea, privute citizens, .aocial agencies, labor unions, ~ nd many 
government agoncies huve boon drawn into tho pl.:ins _of tho Authority and :~ro now ta.k-
ing un active purt in devel•pin~ concrete pluna for the wolfar~ of tho ~v~cueea 
aft or relocation. Tho basis of this pr•grum for the wolf:::.ro and socuri ty of re• · 
settlers waG l~id over a year ago. At th~t timo WRA enlisted the aid of,tho Cem- · 
mittee on Japanese American~ Resettlement •f the Federal C uncil of Churches and 
with· tho c•nnittee made centacts with the loading citizens of many American c•m-
muni tios deemed most sui ta•le fQr roilottlement. Since th<d. time the numb or of in• 

• fluential and prominent persons nssiating the WRA in tho rosettlcmont program has 
grown enormously until no~ many hundreds of community leadore throughout the MiddlQ 
Weat and Eaet are aupport·ing tho WRA rosottlemont program und .working con•tantly 
teward achieTinc greater s•cial and ac nomic security .for roaottlers. 

The WRA itself has establishod 45 offices in 25 states, with a tot~.1 per1onnol 
of 144 specialists in the fields of employment and social adjustment. WR.A staff 
members in these offices are in cle•e touch with orgr·nizution• in thoir homo com-
munities, informing them of tho excellGnt r~cord of the eTacueei on the West Coast, 
making clear the loyal and law abiding character of tho evac~ees, ·und pointing out 
th~ impor~unce of £ull recognition for their ·civil rights. They are pointing out 
the successful adjustment resottlcrs havo thus fur made, a the further contribu~ 
tien they are potentiu.l_ly capnblo of muking to .the cemmunity's wo1fare a.nd tho wn.r 
effort. They ure working with cooperating . groups of lo~ding citizens in ovory place 

• where. ~vacuees aro rese~tling, wor~ing out . pla.~s . for ·_?mployman~, "'h~ea.~ t~ --l:!ld. social 
socuri ty. . .. · · 

. . . . . . . . . ~ 

Various nati-onal· orgc:,niz.ations· b:r~ work.ing .with th-~ Authority :ln · pL.n~ing for 
• I • t , . ' .. the welfare of . tho · e.Yo.cu'ees after resettlement. · The :Brethren, the ~.,ri:6n~•, tha Bap-

tists, the Congre_gat:fo~alists,: Methodists, Frcsbytcriu~s, anu many "other denomina• 
- . ~ . . 

. . 
) .. 
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tions in c oopcrution \"iii th tho IJl.RA .::...re dove loping progr'".ms to 2.cqur_int their vast 7 

membership in ~any thousands of individual churches with the need for assistance to 
evacuees during the adjustm~nt period, Many pamphlets and leaflets have been dis-
tributed to t church membe·r·s making clear the problems of the evacuees and their 
riGhts. Hostels have been established in several cities by the Baptists, Friends, 
and Brethren . Y.M.C.A. 'ii and Y.Vi.C.A. 's throughout the areas of resettlement have • 
extended hospit&lity and are aiding resettlers in their social adjustmen~. The 
Trc-~velerR Aid Society has been actively cooperating for many, m,~nths. in aiding eva-
cuees enroute. Instructions have gone out to every Trav~lers Aid Office in· the 
United States to the effect that they are to keep alert for opp~rtunities t~ aid 
evacuees arriving at various cities. Colleges and universities ha~e part1cipated 
in the planning for the welfare of resettlers. The National Japanese ~merican 
Student Relocation Counc_i.l representing the cooperation of church groups; colleges 
and universities. p,f the cou~try, and now in its· second year, has been responsible 
for educational,. ppport6uni t1es extended to hundlreds ~ evacuees. Th~· Student Reloca-
tion Council es.timates that· the same number of Ja~anese. Americ~11s are nqw• attending 
institutions of higher learning as was the -case prior ~o ovacu~ti~n. 

'f . . . 

The ~RA has been active iti securing 'the assist~nq~ qf ~gve~nment ag~ncies for 
resettlers. Through an agreement with the Social Security~Board-a sys~eci · of . finan­
cial aid to ev~cuee resettlers confronted by economic or health problems too diffi-
cult for them to solve is in· operat"ion in every .st.a.te Gxcept. Colorado. Tho details 
of this plan arc=; in the hands of your reloccltion progrtlm ofJic~f?r_: .. 

The United Sta.tes Employmen:t Sc'rvicc· has -beon .ltb.orough.ly a.cqµaintod with the 
p·roblems _of reloc&tion and now incl:udes in its own man~~l of. JnstrU:ctions a provi-

- ·sion m~king avail~ble to re:settlors•its full resourc· es · ~~~ job plµ~oµi~nt. :. · ... 
. . . . . . 

·Tho National . Ho~sing Agency:has boon thoroughly _ µoqu~inted w1~h tho housing 
problems·. of the. evacuees and has givon ·assurancc : th-..l.t. cyu.cuees finding . employment 

···in ess,.ntial occupations of .:i1_1_ tyj,os may call upon the_ war_ housin~ reSotirceS avail - • 
: able in most loci....li tie~'· $qm~ ro.sottlbrs are now livipg. i;-i s':lch war housing.'!' 

• ~ f'.. • • • . ' . , . . .. 

;. ~: .. ... ·;. Eho; United s·t~tGs O;ffico 'or Educut1oh' has .boon siptilu.rly -~ cquainted. with the 
problems of resettlement ·and M.'s p.ropdr.ed· packets- ·'.of· information in r.ogard ·to re-
settlement of Japanese Americans which are being widely dis~~ib~t~d. ~t~~e offi• 
cials ,. educati.~:H?-~1 off.icials ~ , school boards, superintendents of schools, and educa-
tional authorities on a J.6c~l " leve! ·have been contacted by. WRA-, and. the result has 
been that in all communities \vbere . evac.uees" ha Ve gone, ~heir . chiltlJ:en nave been ac-
cepted without question . in .. the publ.ic school system. · 

' : 

.! 

• . i 

: ' . . , ·. . .. , . . . , 

" - · The Depar.tment of _Agriculture, the Departtri-ent . of Interior, the Depart_me.nt of 
Laboi"'·; and · the Mar_i ti_ine ·c.oiriini.s.s~i.on1 are;'among' the ag·encies ·currently p).anning with 

~ VvRA- for the· '\futµre 'Of res.ettiers. · .The. ·VffiA' ha·s carried1 out· an active. campaign for 
·the edu·cation of, :other govE;Jrn.~lent. a:g·e.ndes. in regard to :t:he· loyalty, ab~li ties and 
rights of the evacue.es' ~nd 8:s a' res'ult"many evacuees are now .. in 'governm9_nt jobs. 

~ · In -addition .tQ . th.e .. c.ooperation.wh.ich has already been ~e~ured ' from ... t .he various 
govet.n.m~nt . ag~nciE?s referred . t ·o, the VlRA t~rough · the Was.Qing~on Office and also 

·througb;dtB. reloc~tion supe~~isbrs and ~fficers in· the fi~~d is ~on~tantly Jevelop-
bg a ncl extending through its: ·educ·atio.nu.l: pr·opam· the list- oJ pri'.va.te . and. publi·-.: · 
a.ge·ncies· assi s·C.,ipg rese_tt~e.rs.·. · 

... . 
pro"ide :::for t.he --safeguar':d of: our lives· ane·r 

., .,. :• ;·,· ,,. : ... 
t- _... • 1 ·. . ~1. 

• J, 1 * 
· !. Thn mont~on.of thi~ p o{~~ .~~s ~ litile ~urprising .in. vi~w.af the v~~t· evidence 

p~_ling ·"Jp,.~._:,hat rel ocated evacuees have ·been acc€pted in ··th~ areas of r:1.1settloment 
pra~t·icaJ Jr. wit.f,lout incidE?!1~. It i 's pr~bable·; .. h·iilwever, :t~a~ ·: insuffi~iE?n~ i11forma-
ticn 011. c~mrnunHy attitud.es·. ha~ b~e,n pres·et-J.tM ... to evac·ilee;S stt,11 .in tho. cer.terso A 
yea!:' age when the rclocatJon pr·ogram vvas· 'first got ting unde·:r way:, it ·.vas. thought 
necessa:r-y before relocat .i on took place in·· any .a::riea to obt&ijl. tho· :~ss~~'-"-n?.,es of local 

" · µr..d. sta~e off5..cials :th~t the evacuees would receive tho s&rne protection as othor 
.•· rcs·iden't1s._ It soon - · c · .. ..: ~ · :eri :st:r-engo gl:f"c.t u. ·os o~is c 1n o 

- . -- oven-ihcl:ming ,c orrilllunit.·y bolief in fair· play for . rosottlors. . Expe_rionc e . of thG past 
·year has sQown tbat· lhe .·popuiati6ti'··in. U.e Middle West and East iq pre_2a~~ · -~~~-
gorously support the .civil rights and e ; xist-en "'01.':tne resettlers. Con-
sider. · . ·t ~P"r9x,1m~t.e+.y 40 ,ooo Japanese · Ameri~ans, one-third 9f the total 
Japane~e American popuiation, a~e living outside· the . retocation centers. Approxi-
mately half of this group. has nev.er ·been '.in: rel"ocation centers. Resettled evacuees 
have b~en: i ·nvol ved in ·d·i~t'urb~nce:~f less fr~quentl.y than an average c'ross ·section of 

. the · Afnerican. public, and. th.e t _hr,ee or· _four in.ddents that have occurred were not 
serious. In each of the.se· ·cas'e s 'peacfot iCtfioer:S: ~acted pror11ptly for the punishment of 
the wrong doers Qnd the protection of the resettlers. The attitude of soldiers and 

., , s~iiors · snd other members of t~e armed forces has generally been'friendly beyond the 
~ve~age, and specific instancci~ have been writton··up.in project papers as to tho 
unusually courteous· a Jl; frieptilY. .• tr.out~ant · acccrdod:: ev:.i.~u~etw b~.r r.118~.or.:o · of the· o.r:m.odu forces . . . . · 

• 

• 



.. -). -3-

• 

• 

A question is ruised as to the attitude of American communiti s 
casualties in the South Pacific becone more sever~. It is of inter i this con-
nection to point out that there are now several towns in which have. re-
settled where a large part of the male youth of the town was en pri-
soner by the Japanese in the earlier days of the war. There have been no instances 
of violence in any of these communitfes. Nisei soldiers whfl received their basic 
training at Fort Douglas in Utah reported that they were accepted on a completely 
friendly basis by convalescent soldiers who had fought and been wounded in the South 
Pacific. The excellent record of the lOOth Battalion in Italy has been widely publi· 
cized by the War Department, and it may be expected that the further fighting of 
this unit and the participation of the combat team now in training at Camp Shelby 
will be ex~remely effective in continuing these favorable p~blic attitudes. 

It is obvious that certain special groups particularly active on the West Coast 
have for months carried on a campaign in the newspapers with : the aim of arousing 
hatred for all persons of Japanese ancestry. It must be emphasized that this West 
Coast newspaper ca~paign does not have its counterpart in the Middle West and East, 
and that on the contrary many of the largest and ruost influential newspapers of · 
these areas have actively supported the rights of evacuees. Among theie are the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, Des Moines Register, Kansas City Times, Milwaukee Journal, 
Chicago Sun, Cincinnati Times-Star, ~ashingt©n Post, and New York Times. ~any ot~er 
newspapers in both small and large communities have been favorable to Japaneoe 
Americans. Copies of this favorable publicity ure in the files of the Reports Divi-
sion und can be furnished to the Council if desired. 

In connection with the future safety of the pers~ns of Japaneses ancestry in 
this country, it should be pointed out that to date most public criticism has been 
centered on the persons remaining in the relocQtion centers and not upon the resctt-
lora. · The case of the young evacuee couple who relocated on un Iowa· farm this . 
spring und who were discharged after word wus received that tno f~rmer's son had 
been killed in action in the South P&cific is regrett~ble, but certuinly substan-
tiates the entire exporience 0f tho WRA in its belief that evucuee·s resettling in 
the Middle West and Eust at the very worst neod not four uttucks ~n their persons. 
Evacuees fearing such violence und~r-estimate the essential fair~indedness of the 
residents of the Middle ~est and East and their ability to differentiate between the 
Japanese with whom we are at war and the loyal, law-abiding persons of Japanese an~ 
cestry who have chosen America for their horr.e. The very fact that evacuees have re-
settled and are working actively to contribute to the war effort counts heavily in 
their favor. There is a likelihoo4 that recent criticism directed at evacuees re-
maining in centers and thus withholding their contributions from the war e~fort will 
be intensified. 

4. "Lack for provision for group relocation especially farn~ers." 

It is not clear just what the Rohwer Coltlnuni ty Council rr.eans by group reloca-
tion, and admittedly it is a term which seems to mean a great many different things 
to different people. If by group relocation the Council means the purchase ot a 
fairly +arge tract of land and the colonization of a considerable number ,of evacuees 
on this · land, the WRA will ·have to answer that it actively discourages such plans. 
While the people of the Middle West and East a.re p:repared to accept resettlers as 
fellow ~kericans, such a colonization plan would be rr.et, we believe, with strong 
opposition. Such colonization in.plies that the Japanese Americans are less inter-
ested i~ being accepted as fellow men!laers of these cttrilllunities than a sep, .. rate grl)up 
having g special com~unity life ~nd set apart from th6 other people of this nation. 
Such sp~cial groups whether they are Japanese, Italian, Greek, Polish, or Turkish, 

• will ILe~t with antagonism and opposition. 

It; should be entirely possible, however, for half a dozen nr more f&milies to 
establi~h thenlselves in agriculture in a locality. The WRA is ready to consider any 
such pr:oposi tions made by evacuees., devote its resources to this end and endeavor to 
obtain ~he resources of co~perating agencies, to~ard the successful reloc&tion of 
these s~all groups. There are also many opportunities for relocation of u number of 
farm fa1milies as tenants or · on a crop-share bi;_.;. sis in neightorhoods where tho families -~---· 
will b~ fairly close to each other. 

·--==--~-""-~i , dition to the points enuaerated, the WRA is currently oxploring the possi-
bilitie~ of developing credit unions of evacuees to ai in ihe inttncing ~~~~---r=-=....,..,_-..-~ 

• 
µnd family relocation plans. The Authority has detailed u supervisor to fovclop at 
tvvo .cen-t'ers specific plans for the experimental relocation of s~1ull g:;:,oups of fnmi-
lies in agriculture. It is not necessary, however, f6r the ev~cu3os at Rchwer to 
wait for, tho full dovolopmont of these pb.ns. WR.A Ydll be vn f glad ·~o ~cview op8ci-
fic propositions for group relocation und assist those intercstAd in evo~y way pos-
sible. 

1

Whilo VvRA is not in n position t 'J finnnc 3 such pJ.~ns, other government agen-
cies, su'.ch as Farrr. Credit, Farn~ SocPri ty and Nut:~onul H0usi ~g Agency, have boon .. · 
created tto handle the types of financing which ovucuocs roc;uiro in t.ho cm:rsc of re-
settlement. \i!!A ·.-1111:. ::.i.id· in s·ccul"ing tho. :...ssist:..r...: { .;;i.' ch:: so Logencies. IIo:-/:e~er tho 
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fact tbat these ~gencies exist for the purpose cf financing precludes any possibi-
lity of WRA's r ceiving funds to spend fer this purpose. 

To sum up: 

1. The WRA is anxious to improve its kn ~. \;ledge of evacuee sentii:1ent~ ~. 11 regard 
to relocation and -rlill shortly undertake a family counseling prograD at -.·t' 9ry center 
in crder to discuss future plans uith every family group and secure acc~rate infor-
mation on evacuee attitudes concerning relocation. 

2. While the WR.A believes · that the evacuees ~fill desire to take a majo-;r part 
in i

1lanning for their futu~e ~elfare, the WRA has formulated concrete plans for aid-
ing resettlers during the transition period. The present large scale progran direct-
ed to this end is continuing and ·additional assistance is being secured from pri-
vate and public agencies. 

3. The attitude of the pec·ple of the Middle West and East towards resettled 
evacµees has been good, o.nd tho WR.A believes that in addition to tho educational 
work being done ·to increase this friendly feeling, the excellen~ reco~d8 of re-
settlers and the participation of Japanese American soldiers iL the war will create 
even greater community acceptance. Consequently there is no basis f or believing 
that the evacu~os are running any physical risk in the many approved area~ of re-
settlement. 

4. Group relocation within certain limitations is feasible, and if specific 
proposals ·are made by evacuee . groups, WRA .is prepared to asejJt these groups and 
will aid in securing tho assistnnco of private and government agencies. 

• 

Wo, hero in Wnshingto'n, oven as you at the centers, arc prir.10.rily concerned 
~iith tho future of you.r children, and it is this concern that they have the opportu- • 
nity t ~ live normal lives that primarily moti v·atos our vigorous dovelopment 0f re-
location opportunition. 

Mny I expross my appreciation for your coomunication as evidence of your desire 
to share fully j ri planning for tho future of 'Japanese Americans. It is ::oped that 
this letter will i6 some extent answer the questions you have raised. Please bo 
assured that y ~mr coeir.1Unication will receive the continued study and thoug!1t of 
Vfar:hi~gt;:;n 3tu.ff ::iombors concer.ned with relocation. · 

,. ·Sincerely yours; 

/s/ D. S. Myer 

Ditcctor 

'·' .. 
' ' . 

·• 

• 


