VEC 3.1 Pepy

November 30, 1943

Rohwer Cemmunity Council
Rohwer Relpcatidn Center
Relocation, Arkansas

Gentlemen;

The statement of the Committee of the Rohwer Relecution Council for the Study
of Relecation Proslems has been favwarded to me by Mr, Johnston. I find it a
thoughtful, mature presentatian of certain aspects of r%location, and as such it
has been given careful censideration, - :

.Fer the s&kéﬂof clarity it seems desiruble to discuss separatsly euch peint
raised in your letter. :

1. "The WRA has not cemplstely grasped the evucuees' true sentiments as re-
gurds. rolecatien,” ‘ o

The WRA believes that the understanding of "the evacueecs' true sentiments as
regards relscutien" is a continuing precess. It is of great importance that there
be full understanding Wy the evacuees as te the congressional ond budgetary limita-
tions under which the VWRA operates. Such cemmunications us yours.are to be com-
mended as ah effective means of helping to bring about this ‘mutual understanding.
It should be emphasized that the proposed family counseling proegram and ‘the provi-
sioms for increasedAevacuee'partiqipation in the relocation pregram, which were
eutlined .in ‘the Acting Director's lgyter of: Dctober 28, are steps towurd geining a
better understandjng of evacuees' attitudes in rogard te relocution. Community
Anulysis is also working toward prometing ourfundenstundfng ef evzcuce relecation
attitudes, and we have recently begun te ebtain the vicws of resottlers sancerning
their experiences. vl : :
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..2+. "The WRA has not formulaté&~any cencrote plan regarding our further
welfdre after relacution. frem these centors."

By "further welfure after reiocution" it is prosumed that the Ceuncil is ro-
ferring to the adjustment peried whan the rosettler is working eut the transition
from center life t» normal life in Americun cemmunitios. The WRA has develepsd ex-
tensive plans for ths wolfare of‘resgttlers during the adjustment period, which are
indicated in the follewing parugruphs. Planning’' for the futurc ef the -Japaneso
Americans boyend the transition peried is suroly somothing iin which the evacuees
themselves will wish te take the leud, ' e ‘
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Meanwhile an imcreasing ambust of time and énergy has becen devoted by WRA te
Planning and develeping on a nationwide scale alds ‘to the security ef tho cvacuee
resettlors. Churches, private citizons, social agencies, laboer unions, :nd many
government ugcncies have boon drawn into the plans of the Autherity and ure now tak-
ing an active purt in develeping concrete plans for the welfure of the evacuees ..
aftor relocation. The basies of this pregram for the wolfure and security of re= -
scttlera was laid over a year ago. At thyt timo WRA enlisted the aid of,the Cem-
mittee on Japunese Americang Resettlement ef the Fedoral Ceuncil of Churches and
with- tho cemmittee made centucts with the leading citizone of many American cem-
munities deemed most suitable fer rosottlement. Since that. time the number of in-
fluential and preminent persons assisting the WRA in the rosettlement program has
grown enormously until now many hundreds of community leadors throughout the Middle
Wiest and East are supperting the WRA resottlement pregram and working constantly
teward achieving greater secial and ecenomic security for resettlers.

The WRA itself has established 45 offices in 25 states, with a total personnel
of 144 specialists in the fields of employment and social adjustment. WRA staff
members in these offices are in clese touch with organizations in their home com-
munities, informing them of the excellcnt record of the evacuess on the West Coast,
making clear the leyal and law abiding character of the evacuees, and pointing out
the impertunce of full recegnition for their civil rights. They are pointing out
the successful adjustment resettlers have thus fur made, and—the further comtribus
tien they are potentially capable of making to the cemmunity's welfare and the war
effort. They are working with cooperating groups of leading citizens in overy place .
where evacuees are resettling, working out plans for employmen$, health and social
security, : 3 ' =

Various national  organizations are woriing with tﬁé Authority‘in“fl;hﬁing for
the welfare of the evacuees aftor resettlement. The ‘Brethren, the Friends, the Bap-
tists, the Congregationalists, Methodists, Presbytérians, and many other denominas
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tions in cooperation with the WRA are doveloping progrims to acqucint their vast
membership in bany thousands of individual churches with the need for assistance to
evacuees during the adjustment period, Many pamphlets and leaflets have been dis-
tributed to tHe church members making clear the problems of the evacuees and their
rights. Hostels have been established in several cities by the Baptists, Friends,
end Brethren. Y.M.C.A.'s and Y.W.C.A.'s throughout the areas of resettlement have
extended hospitality and are aiding resettlers in their social adjustment. The
Travelers Aid Society has been actively cooperating for many, months in aiding eva-
cuees enroute. Instructions have gone out to every Travelers Aid Office in the
United States to the effect that they are to keep alert for opportunities to aid
évacuees arriving at various cities. Colleges and universities have participated
in the planning for the welfare of resettlers. The National Japanese American
Student Relocation Council representing the cooperation of church groups, colleges
and universities gf the country, and now in its second year, has been responsible
for educationakvppporﬁpnities extended to hundreds of evacuees, The Student Rgloca-
tion Council estimates that the same number of Japanese. Americans are now attending

institutions of higher learning as was the case prior %o evacuation.
. & e
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The WRA has been active in securing the assistance of ggvernment agencies for
resettlers. Through an agreement with the Social Security.Board a system of finan-
¢ial aid to evacuee resettlers confronted by economic or health problems too diffi-
cult for them to solve is in operation in every state except Colorado. Tho details
of this plan arc in the hands of your relocation program officer. .
{ . .
) The United States Employment Service has beensthoroughly acquainted with the
problems of relocation and now includes im its own manual_of»instrqctions a provi-
" sion making available to rosettlors®ts full resources for job placcment. '

The National Housing Agency Has boon thoroughly acquainted with the housing
problems. of the. evacuees and has givon dssurance. that evacuees finding employment
in essential occupations of all types may call upon the war housing resources avail=-
able in most localities. Some rescttlers are now living. in such war housing.®
&Lhe: United States O0ffice of E@ucdtioﬁ has been similarly:chuainted with the
problems of resettlement and has prepdrod packets of information in regard te re-
settlement of Japanese Americans which are being widely distributed. State offie
cials, é&ducatipnal officials, school boards, superintendents of schools, dnd educa=-
tional authorities on a local leve! have beén contacted by -WRA, and.the result has
been that in all communities ‘where evactiees have gone, their.children have been ace
cepted wdthout question'inqthe public school system. '
1 % It y
¥. - The Department of Agriculture, the Department of Interior, the Departmemt of
Labor; and- the Maritime Commisﬁioﬁ‘are“amongfthe agencies -eurrently planning with
WRA- for the «future -of resettlers. The WRA has carried, out an active campaign for
the education of: :other go&ergbgnt'dgencies in regard to;the}loyalty, abilities and
rights of the evacuees, and as a Fesult many evacuees are noy .in government jobs.
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V¢ In-addition t9 the gooperation which has already been secured from the various
governmént agencies referred to, the WRA tArough’ the Waskington Office and also
through dits relocution supervisors and officers in-the figld is conétantly develop-
ing and extending through its educational program the list of private and publis °
ageacies assistving resettlers. gt Aln §1 ‘
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3¢. "andlure of the WRA to provide *for the -safeguard Qf,our lives after

: rqlo_atlon.ﬁ_ N o ’ g -

* The mention.of this point was 4 little surprising in view.of the vast evidence
piling ‘upsihat reitcated evacuees have ‘béen accepted inthe areas of ryséttlement
pracdiically. without incident. It is ﬁfobableg“h@wevergtthatiinsufficient informa-
t¥cn on cemmunity attitudes has been presentédwto evacuees still in the centers. A
year ago when the rclocation program was first gotting under way, 1t was thought
hgcessary before relocation took place in*any area to obtain. the assurances of local

. #rd state officials that the evacuces would receive tho same protection as other
rosidents. It soon becamé wpperent -that over sbrongur guarankcos oxisted in the
overWhelming.commuq;ty belief in fdir'play for .resettlars. Expcriqnqe,of the past
year has shown that the populatich’in tMe Middle West and East is prepared to wvi-
gorously support the .civil rights and peaceful existence of the resettlers. Con-
sider the fact that appbeima¥§ly 40,000 Japanese Americans, one-third of the total
Japanése American population, are 1iving outside the:relocation centers. Approxi-
mately half of this group has never beén in relocation centers. Resettled evacuees
have bgen involved in-disthrbancéE‘less frequently than an average cross section of
the American public, and the thrge or four incidents that have occurred were not
serious. In each of these cases ‘peaded Officers acted promptly for the punishment of
the wrong doers and the protection of the resettlers. The attitude of soldiers and
sgilors dnd other members of the armed forces has generally been friendly beyond the

‘"average, and specific instances Have been written“up.in project papers as to the
unusually courteous'aad‘friéndly,ttaatﬁsht'acccrdadueVaaueesrbyymamhnrn=of the armadid
forces. o '
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A question is raised as to the attitude of American communities if 4d when
casualties in the South Pacific become more severe. It is of imterest in this con-
nection to point out that there are now several towns in which evaocuegs have re-
settled where a large part of the male youth of the town was killed or taken pri-
soner by the Japanese in the earlier days of the war. There have been no instances
of violence in any of these communities. Nisei soldiers whe received their basic
training at Fort Douglas in Utah reported that they were accepted on a completely
friendly basis by convalescent soldiers who had fought and been wounded in the South
Pacific. The excellent record of the 100th Battalion in Italy has been widely publi-
cized by the War Department, and it may be expected that the further fighting of
this unit and the participation of the combat team now in training at Camp Shelby
will be extremely effective in continuing these favorable public attitudes.

It is obvious that certain special groups particularly active on the West Coast
have for months carried on a campaign in the newspapers with the aim of arousing
hatred for all persons of Japanese ancestry. It must be emphasized that this West
Coast newspaper campaign does not have its counterpart in the Middle West and East,
and that on the contrary many of the largest and most influential newspapers of
these areas have actively supported the rights of evacuees. Among these are the
St. Louis Post Dispatch, Des Moines Register, Kansas City Times, Milwaukee Journal,
Chicago Sun, Cincinnati Times-Star, Washington Post, and New York Times. Many other
newspapers in both small and large communities have been favorable to Japaneae
Americans. Copies of this favorable publicity are in the files of the Reports Divi-
sion and can be furnished to the Council if desired.

In conncction with the future safety of the persens of Japaneses ancestry in
this country, it should be pointed out that to date most public criticism has been
centered on the persons remaining in the relocation centers and not upon the resett=-
lérs.’ The case of the young evacuee couple who relocated on en Iowa farm this
spring and who were discharged after word was received that the farmer's son had
been killed in action in the South Pacific is regrettable, but certainly substan-
tiates the ontire experience of the WRA in its belief that evacuees resettling in
the Middle West and East at the very worst need not fear sttacks en their persons,
Evacuees fearing such violence under-estinate the essential fairnindedness of the
residents of the Middle Vest and East and their ability to differentiate between the
Japanese with whom we are at wer and the loyal, law-abiding persons of Japanese an=-
cestry who have chosen America for their horme. The very fact that evacuees have re-
settled and are working actively to contribute to the war effort counts heavily in
their favor. There is a likelihood that recent criticism directed at evacuses re-
maining in centers and thus withholding their contributions from the war effort will
be intensified.

4. "Lack for provision for group relocation especially farmers."

It is not clear just what the Rohwer Community Ceuncil means by group reloca-
tion, and admittedly it is a term which seems to mean a great many different things
to different people. If by group relocation the Council means the purchase of a
fairly large tract of land and the colonization of a considerable number of evacuees
on this land, the WRA will have to answer that it actively discourages such plans.
While the people of the Middle West and East are prepared to accept resettlers as
fellow fnericans, such a colonization plan would be met, we believe, with strong
opposition. Such colonization inplies that the Japanese Americans are less inter-
ested in being accepted as fellow members of these cemmunities than a separate group
having a special community life and set apart from the other people of this nation.
Such special groups whether they are Japanese, Italian, Greek, Polish, or Turkish,
will megt with antagonism and opposition.

It, should be entirely possible, however, for half a dozen er more families to
establigh themselves in agriculture in a locality. The WRA is recady to consider any
such priopositions made by evacuees, devote its resources to this end and ondeavor o
obtain !the resources of cocvperating agencies, toward the successful relocation of
these spall groups. There are also many opportunities for relocation of u numbor of
farm families as tenants or on & crop-share basis in neighkorhoods where the families
will be fairly close to each other.

li,addition to the points enunerated, the WRA is currontly exploring the possi-
bilities of developing credit unions of evacucees t6 aid Tm the fInansing-eof-—group
and family relocation plans. The Authority has detailed u supervisor to develop at
two centers specific plans for the experimental relocation of small groups of fami=-
lies in agriculturc. It is not necessary, however, for the evccuces at Rchwer to
wait for the full development of these pluns. WRA will be very glad 7o review speci-
fic propositions for group relocation and assist those interested in every way pos-
sible. While WRA is not in o position to financs such plans, other government agon-
cies, such as Farm Credit, Farm Security and NatZonal Housing Agency, have been
croated to handle the types of finuncing which evacuoces roguire in the course of re-
scttlement. WRA willtaid in seeuring tho ussisturc i of thuso ugencies, Howsver ths
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fact that these agencies exist for the purpose cf financing precludes any possibi=
lity of WRA's raceiving funds to spend for this purpose.

To sum up:
1. The WRA is anxious to improve its kn:wledge of evacuee sentiments in regard
to relocation and will shortly undertake a family counseling program at .very center
in crder to discuss future plans with every family group and secure accurate infor-
mation on evacuee attitudes concerning relocation.

2. While the WRA believes that the evacuees will desire to take a majsr part
in planning for their future welfare, the WRA has formulated concrete plans for aid-
ing resettlers during the transition period. The present large scale program direct-
ed to this end is continuing and additional assistance is being secured from pri-
vate and public agencies.

3. The attitude of the pecple of the Middle West and East towurds resettled
evacuees has been good, and the WRA believes that in addition to the educational
work being done to increase this friendly feeling, the excellent records of re-
settlers and the participation of Japanese American soldiers in the war will create
even greater community acceptance. Consequently there is no basis for believing
that the evacuées are running any physical risk in the many approved areas of ro-
settlement.

4. Group relocation within certain limitations is feasible, and if specific
proposals are madc by evacuee groups, WRA is propared to assist these groups and
will aid in securing the assistance of private and government agencies.

We, here in Washington, even as you at the conters, are primarily concerned
with the future of your ¢hildren, and it is this concern that they have the opportu-
nity t¢ live normal lives that primarily motivates our vigorous development of re=
location opportunities,

bay I expross my appreciation for your communication as evidence of ycur desire
to share fully in planning for the future of 'Japanese Americans., It is !:oped that
this letter will tc some oxtent answer the questions you have raised. FPlease be
assured that your communication will receive the continued study and thougnt of

Wushingtun‘Staff members concerned with relocation.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ D. S. Myer

Director




