
By LILLIAN GREENWALD 

WASHINGTON (INS)—The Ap-
pian way, traditional road to 
Rome, has known the tread of 
many invading forces in its long 
history, but none more strange 
than the company of American 
soldiers of Japanese descent which 
rested there after their first four•  
days under fire. 

An American officer who visited 
their camp reports that these sol-
diers are far from being the popu-
lar conception of the evil-doing 
Japanese. 

"They obviously believe in what 
they're doing and look calmly se-
cure because of it," he reported. 

The men were all born in Hawaii 
of Japanese parents. Their first 
action against the Nazis was led 
by Capt. Taro Suzuki of Honolulu. 
The company was on its own, cut 
off from heavy artillery support by 
blown up bridges, and out of sight 
of its infantry support. 

"Our leading scouts rounded a 
bend and three German machine 
guns opened up. There was noth-
ing to do but go to work on them 
alone," Capt. Suzuki said. 

The divisional chief of staff 'said 
of the Japanese-Americans, "There 
are some things that nobody can 
learn any other way than in battle. 
These men have been in battle  and 
they're good. We like them." 

If individual heroism is proof of 
the stuff soldiers are made of, the 
Japanese-Americans came through 
with flying colors. A  sergeant from 
Oahu led a scouting squad  after 
one of the German machine gun 
positions, The first scout is usu-
ally a private. When a shell got 
the sergeant, he stayed on to tell 
all he knew about the German gun 
position to the man who took over 
his command. 

During their four days under fire 
the hien were in the fight for two. 
They led a veteran American divi-
sion which had won glory in the 
Tunisian mountains, For much of 
the time they were under a heavy 
artillery barrage from the  Ger-
mans. 

Maj. James Lovell  of  Hastings,  

Neb., and Honolulu was in charge 
during the barrage. 

"It was night and it was rain-
ing," he said. "There were shells 
going over and shells going short 
and a good many coming right into 
the middle of us, but the men stuck 
it out as though they were used to 
having dynamite explode in the 
middle of themselves every day in 
the week." 

At their camp, spread out over 
the muddy, shell-torn area beside 
the Appian way, the American offi-
cer found himself at home. 

"You find yourself in the midst 
of your own family," he reported. 
"These American doughboys give 
a visitor that feeling of being on 
an even keel." 

The commander of the force of 
which the American soldiers of 
Japanese descent are a part told 
him that "they don't ask for any-
thing. We don't  give  them any-
thing that isn't given to all 'the 
other units in our command. They 
are fighting with the rest of us, 
taking their regular turn," 

The commanding officer of the 
American Japanese soldiers in It-
aly summed it up: 

"We've had our baptism of fire 
and we have not been found want-
ing. We don't say we have done 
anything remarkable," he  said. 
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—The JapanesemAmerican Combat 
team here may not have the best 
golfer in the army, but it claims a 
rarity in Pvt. Ted Murata, who 
swings from either left or right 
and plays barefooted. 

Murata, from the island of 
Kauai, learned to play in his bare 
feet when he was a nine-year-old 
caddy, simply because he didn't 
have any shoes. Now, whenever 
he plays, he wears shoes for the 
first three or four holes because 
he doesn't like to seem conspicu-
ous "right off the bat." 

He won the 72-hole Mississippi 
Junior championship this spring 
with a 141, three under par. In a 
Southern Invitation tournament 
held at Mobile, Ala., he lost out 
on the 20th hole in the quarter-
finals when his opponent birdied 
to crack the existing tie. Over 
100 players, including the cham-
pions of 21 states, competed. 

Murata, as a boy, had to play 
with whatever clubs he could bor-
row. He says there was a spell 
"when I couldn't seem to borrow 
anything but lefthanded clubs. So 
I had to learn to use them." 

"So," he smiles, "no matter 
which way a dog-legged fairway 
bends, I can hook around it. That 
is, if I have both righthand and 
lefthanded clubs." 



Special to the Gazette. 
Dermott, Nov. 22.—Jerome Relo-

cation Center's main drainage ditch, 
providing outlet for 38 square miles 
of the upper Boeuf river watershed 
in Drew and Chicot counties, was 
completed during the week-end. 
The ditch proper is 11.4 miles long 
and 800,000 cubic yards of earth 
were moved in digging it. 

Work on the lower section of the 
project—clearing and digging it, 
widening of two miles of the Boeuf 
river channel beginning one-half 
mile south of Highway 82—began 
November 10, 1942. Clearing of the 
right-of-way, most of which ran 
through wooded sections, was done 
by evacuee residents of the center. 
Actual excavating was done by Lin-
wood Smith, Lake yillage contrac-
tor. 

Old Channel Widened. 
The old channel was widened to 

a bed of 70 feet. The lower end of 
the ditch proper is 28 feet at the 
bottom, 70 feet at the top and 10 

deep. At the point where the 
draglines quit Friday the ditch was 
four feet at the bottom, 20 feet at 
the top and four feet deep. 

The complete drainage system in-
cludes about 70 miles of smaller 
lateral ditches, 40 of which have 
been completed. Cost of excavating 
the big ditch was $120,000. Value of 
the land previous to draining was 
$5 to $10 per acre. The same land. 
now that it can be drained, is val-
ued at $30 per acre. Increased value 
of the affected land will be greater 
than total cost of excavating and 
clearing when the complete system 
is in operation. 

The big ditch will provide outlet 
for the entire 10,000-acre tract leas-
ed by the War Relocation Author-
ity, much of which was cultivated 
this year. The laterals will provide 
drainage for the field and road 
ditches which will make possible 
cultivation of many additional acres 
next year. Clearing of this area is 
well under way. 

Work of Evacuees Praised. 
Center administrators are high in 

their praise of the evacuee workers. 
According to accessibility and na-
ture of the areas encountered, the 
evacuee crews ranged in numbers 
from 110 in January to 15 in Sep-
tember. They worked through rain 
nd mud and cold and heat and  

through what amounted to a poison 
ivy and chigger epidemic, but they 
kept their equipment in operation 
and stayed ahead of the draglines. 

Last August Congressmen Oren 
Harris of the Seventh Arkansas 
district and W. F. Norrell of the 
Sixth district inspected the center 
and made a statement to the effect 
that they were surprised and pleas-
ed at the progress made in drain-
age, clearing and farming. They 
added that they could "foresee the 
day when the camp area would be 
divided into 60-acre tracts and be-
come the homes of prosperous Ar-
kansas farmers."  

HER parents' decision, not her 
own, made petite Iris Wata-

nabe an American citizen rather 
than a subject of Japan. They 
chose to leave their native coun-
try after they were married and 
come to the United States, and 
their four children were born in 
the new homeland. 

Now Iris herself has done a lit-
tle choosing. She's entering the 
Woman's Army Corps to serve in 
uniform as a member of the U.S. 
Army. 

The choice was made a year 
ago while Iris was living with her 
family in a relocation camp near 
Granada, Colo., to which the gov-
ernment moved thousands of Jap-
anese-Americans who had been 
residents of the West Coast. 

"But I couldn't go in then—I 
wasn't 20," Iris explained. "And 
the War Relocation Authority  

found a job for me in Chicago. 
That's Why I've been here, and 
now that I've had a birthday I'm 
leaving for Denver today—to be 
inducted in the district where I 
was accepted for enlistment." 

Iris has been working in the 
Merchandise Mart offices of 
Eisenberg & Son, dress manufac-
turers. She has lived at 350 Bel-
den ay., and has a sister, Grace, 
at 1423 Hinman ay., Evanston. 
The latter is a Northwestern Uni-
versity student. 

Capt. Margaret Stewart, chief 
recruiting officer for the Wacs 
here, says she believes Iris is the 
first Japanese-American girl to 
enter the corps from Chicago. 

At Denver, it is planned to give 
the sparkling new recruit her 
oath of enlistment Dec. 7, the 
second anniversary of Pearl Har-
bor. 



Japanese Americans leaving the relocation centers 
are finding a homelike atmosphere at the American 
Friends Service committee hostel, 2150 Grand ave. Many 
stay here until they locate residences into which they 
move their families. Shown in the living room are (left 
to right) Mr. and Mrs. S. I. Sakamoto, San Jose, Cal.; K. 
Oji, Artesia, Cal.; Y. Yoshida, Campbell, Cal.; Merian 
Kanatani, 'ledlands, Cal., and James Chikahisa, El Cen- 

tro, Cal. Sakamoto, an accountant, is as yet unem-
ployed. Mrs. Sakamoto is dietician at the hostel. Oji ha 
been working as a bus boy at Hotel Fort Des Moines, but 
now is leaving for Mitchell, S. D. Yoshida is steward at 
Hawkeye Post of Jewish War Veterans. Miss Kanatani, 
employed in the Kansas City, Mo., relocation office, is 
visiting at the hostel. Chikahisa is an apprentice printer, 
looking for work. 

By George Shane. 
In many ways Japanese Ameri 

cans now are helping relieve acut 
abor shortages in Iowa. 

There are cars running which 
night otherwise be standing idle 
'or lack of repair work. Hospital 
rive prompter care than otherwis 
night  have  been possible. Letter 
Are typed, watches repaired and 
service in restaurants and coffee 
shops speeded up. 

These are only a few of the doz 
ins of skilled or semi-skilled job 
which the Nisei are now filling 
Iowa. Some are working on farm 
end others are attending war in 

schools to learn new trades  

Skilled Workers. 
Farm and domestic work lead 

the list of jobs, but increasing 
numbers of Nisei coming into the 
state are entering the more skilled 
fields. 

There are Japanese American 
doctors, nurses and hospital order-
lies coming into Iowa. Others are 
pharmacists; many are skilled of-
fice  workers. Hardly a business or 
industry exists In the state which 
cannot draw from the labor pool 
which the evacuees in the reloca-
tion centers represent. 

A total of 232 American-born 
Japanese have been placed in jobs 
in Iowa, Frank Gibbs, head of the 
Des Moines war relocation author-
ity office, reported Saturday. 

At present the WRA has more 
than 30 offers to employ Nisei I 
'or farm or domestic work. More 
difficulty is found, however, in 
dewing professional people. 'Un- 
ess these may work at their own 
professions, they prefer to remain t 
n the relocation centers. 

Reports coming to Gibbs on 
the work of the Nisei in Iowa 
are uniformly good. 

"You can't find better and more 
rifling workers anywhere," said 

Patz, manager for the Na- 3  
tonal Screen Service Corp. in Des 
mMoines. This firm, which supplies 

for. moving picture the-
ters, is not in the essential 
category and has felt the help short- t 
ge keenly. 

For several weeks, there have 
been four Nisei in the National 
Screen Service office, and Patz 
peaks of their work with 
unrestrained praise. 
"They are quick to learn, and 

hey approach each task 
intelligently," Patz added, 

Stenographer. 
One of the Nisei—a 

stenographer in the National Screen 
service office, is Miss Sally 
Kusay-. She had studied for three 
'ears at the University of Cali-
ornia at Los Angeles, Cal. 
The switchboard operator at the 

ffice is Mrs. Sachi Furuto, 23, 
whose husband is Sergt. Kaz 
Furu, stationed at the Fort Des 
Moines army post. 



The Tule Lake segregation center is a 
camp for Japanese who are obvious and self-
confessed enemies of America. It houses only 
those who, as alien foes, will  be  returned to 
Tokyo as soon as possible. A riot by such a 
group is not surprising. 

It would be a mistake, therefore, to make 
thousands of other Japanese-Americans, 
whose loyalty has been certified by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, suffer for the 
Tule Lake incident. The trouble-making of 
avowed enemies should not interrupt the 
process of releasing individual nisei—Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese ancestry—whose 
trustworthiness has been reliably determined. 

The country has no reason to tolerate, on 
the other hand, any more nonsense at Tule 
Lake. It is hinted that our rioting "guests" 
hope to create a situation whereby Tokyo can 
"justify" maltreatment of Americans, but, if 
so, that is sheer blackmail. Brutality is not 
necessary. Discipline is, and the Tule Lake 
Japanese must be forced to accept it. 

To the Telegram: 
Has anyone ever thought of read-

ing the constitution of the United 
States, in regard to this much argues 
problem of Japanese Americans 
taking over land in Douglas Coun-
ty? In article fourteen, section 1, 
of our constitution it states: "All 
persons born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction therof, are citizens of 
the United States and of the state 
wherein they reside. No state shall 
make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges of citizens 
of the United States nor shall any 
state deprive any person of life, lib-
erty or property without due process 
of law: nor deny to any person within 
its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws." 

Maybe you say this has nothing 
to do with us, but please stop and 
think that we represent the state, 
and then think it over again. 

Hasn't our government taken 
great care to see that we are being 
well protected by carefully going 
over the history and life of these  

seven Japanese families? Do you 
think the government would en-
danger the lives of our American 
people by letting saboteurs settle in 
this country? No, they have made 
sure that our American Japanese 
are true-blooded Americans. The 
FBI has seen to that, so now it's up 
to vs to see that they are treated 
decently because after all, they have 
to put up with all the hatred and 
prejudice against their race—the 
uncivilized "Japs." 

Aren't we all created equal, by 
the same Creator, and out of the 
same material? Yes, many of us 
have very close relatives fighting 
to wash away forever, the tyranny 
of those other "Japs." But, did you 
eVer think about the American Jap-
anese who are fighting for us and 
against the country of their. ancest-
ors? No, they aren't unwilling, but 
glad to fight for liberty, because they 
are real Americans. And, if we 
were real Americans, we would 
trust our government, because after 
all it was we who chose the ones 
we wanted to head our government. 

Anyway, let's take a more Christ-
ian attitude toward our fellow Amer-
icans, because after all, many of 
our best friends are of German, 
Japanese, and Italian decent, but 
do we suspect them of sabotage? 
No. we know they are good, strong 
Americans! 

VERY FEW AMERICANS real-
ize the part that our racial mi-
norities are playing in the actual 
fighting of this war. If we did, 
we might display more tolerance. 
American-Born  Japanese 

American-born Japanese sol-
diers have also distinguished 
themselves in Italy, as if to con-
found those American racists 
who hold that "A Jap's a Jap." 
East of Naples a detachment of 
them was under constant fire for 
four days last month. Finally 
they broke through the German 
line and entered the town of 
Benevento to rescue 22 Ameri-
can paratroopers who had been 
behind enemy lines for more 
than two weeks. 

A recent article in the London 
Daily Sketch by 'War Corre-
spondent Leonard Mosley said 
that the Germans had grown to 
fear  the Japanese-Americans, 
whom they call "yellow devils." 
Mosley told how a German sen-
try in Italy had been knocked 
out and taken behind the Amer-
ican lines. When he awakened 
he found himself gaizng up into 
the face of a Japanese-American 
soldier. 

"I thought the Japanese were 
our comrades," said the Nazi sol-
dier. "Why have you made me 
prisoner?" 

The American replied, "We are 
not Japanese, you know. We are 
Japanese-Americans and as much 
your enemy as any other 
Yankee." 

The British writer said that one 
of the Japanese-American sol-
diers told him, "I suppose you 
think it curious that we should be 
fighting against the Axis when 
Japan is Germany's ally. But we 
consider ourselves Americans 

and not Japanese. Our parents 
came from Japan but many of 
us have never seen it—and do not 
want to. We regard the United 
States as our homeland." 

Tokyo has its own explanation 
for Japanese-American participa-
tion in the war, A recent Domei 
news agency dispatch beamed to 
the Americas, recorded by U. S. 
Government monitors, said that 
reports of Japanese fighting in 
the American forces in Italy and 
the Southwest Pacific were mere-
ly "confessions on the part of 
Washington that the United 
States troops refuse to bear the 
brunt of battle when the fighting 
is intense." 

The Japanese — like some 
Americans—apparently find it 
hard to realize that people of Jap-
anese  blood may voluntarily fight 
for the United States. 



Biddle's expression of opinion 
was contained in a letter to Gover-
nor Osborn last June 29. The letter 
was brought before the court by 
Thomas J. Croaff, assistant state at-
torney general. However, Croaff 
held in his arguments that the law 
is constitutional. 

Biddle stated that the measure 
apparently was enacted to restrict 
business dealing with Japanese, al-
though it does not specifically so 
provide. 

Asserting the state statute "seems 
to be in direct contravention of 
federal law," Biddle called the 
governor's attention to two sections 
of the civil rights act. They deal 
with the right of all United States 
citizens to enjoy mutually the 
privilege of contract and property 
ownership. 

Not Often Invoked 
"These sections have not often 

been invoked in recent years," 
Biddle stated, "and it is quite pos-
sible that Arizona legislature was 
not familiar with their provisions 
when it passed the bill in question." 

The state legislature enacted the 
restrictive measure early this year. 

Its constitutionality was chal• 
lenged by Tsutomu Ikeda of Mesa 
and three other litigants. An appeal 
was carried to the high tribunal by 
Joe Conway, state attorney general, 
after Maricopa County Superior 
Court ruled the law unconstitu-
tional. 

Other defendants named in com-
bining the cases for presentation 
and arguments were Frank 
Fernadez, Lane-Whaite Produce Com-
pany and the Correct Cooler Air 
Manufacturing Company. Alfred C. 
Lockwood. former chief justice, 
headed counsel entering pleas for 
the defense, 

 State Tax Case 
Arguments were heard by the 

high court in another case question-
ing the authority of the state tax 
commission to collect a two per  

cent sales levy on materials sold to 
contractors. 

The tax was provided in another 
law enacted by the last legislature. 
It was upheld in a lower court rul-
ing by Superior Judge M. T. Phelps 
of Maricopa County and appealed 
by C. M. Martin, Phoenix business 
man. 

Chief Justice A. G. McAlister is 
absent from the bench because of 
Illness. William G. Hall, Pima Coun-
ty Superior Judge, sat in his place 
for the day's hearings. 

Our thanks should be as much for 
what we have been spared as for what 
we have been given . . We can be 
thankful that a Nazi army is fleeing 
across the Russian plains instead of 
marching again  up the aisle of Madison 
Square Garden ... We can be thankful 
that Fort Dix, N. J., is turning out tens 
of thousands of soldiers to defend our 
country instead of Camp Nordlund, 
N.  J., sending out hundreds of spies to 
destroy it . .. We can be thankful that 
Fritz Kuhn sat behind our jail bars in-
stead of us standing in front of his fir-
ing squads . . This country can be 
thankful that it took only two years of 
unbroken effort to out-produce the Axis 
in machinery . . . But it should never 
forget that to proauce its Colin Kellys 
it took 300 years of toleration and jus-
tice. 

America isn't a militaristic nation, 
but we've developed weapons, leaders, 
and soldiers who are superior to the 
blood and steel countries. And we're 
proving that fact in the front lines . 
Free men who love peace are better 
fighters than slaves who live only for 
war . . . Jap children are taught that 
it's  a sign of military  genius  to make 
a surprise attack on a peaceful neigh-
bor .. . Every war bond drive has been 
over-subscribed, although we like to 
gripe about taxes . .. No Allied soldiers 
in Ital fight more bravely than American 

of American soldiers of German 
ancestry have distinguished themselves 
in this war and the last one fighting 
Germans . . . General Eisenhower and 
Wendell Willkie are descendants of Ger-
mans. 



What is to become of the Japanese who were evacuated from 
the Pacific Coast after Pearl Harbor? Much oratory (some of it 
inflammatory or hysterical) has been poured out on that subject, 
but some of the hysteria has subsided. So, The Times recently in. 
vited an expression from a man eminently qualified to discuss this 
delicate topic—the Rev. L. H. Tibesar, M. M. 

Father Tibesar, a Maryknoll missionary who worked eight years 
among the Orientals at Dairen, Manchuria, and another eight years 
in Seattle, went to Camp Minidoka, near Twin Falls, Idaho, when 
that relocation camp was establish to house Japanese banished 
from the Northwest coastal area by military decree. He speaks their 
language, knows their minds and has their confidence. 

Responding to The Times' request for a statement of his views, 
Father Tibesar wrote: " . . . I have tried to keep silence, but realize 
I may have something to say worth hearing. We haven't won the 
war anywhere as yet, though the picture has brightened . . . We still 
have a chance to Jose both war and peace. ,It seems to me that Coast 
prejudice will need to bridle itself ... I hope what I have written may 
be some  contribution in that direction." 

WE had a little Seattle. 
born, third - generatior 
Japanese-American char 
and his mother with  US 

on a recent trip into Twin Falls. 
He was too young to remember 
anything of his trip into camr 
over a year ago; he's only ap• 
proaching 2 years of age now, 
We shall never forget how hit 
face lighted up and the long-
drawn-out "O000h" he emitted at 
the sight of his first real tree. 
He sat there speechless, just look-
ing until the tree was out of sight. 
Unbidden, Joyce Kilmer's words 
came into mind . . . "Only God 
can make a tree." 

The incident is revealing. These 
American families of Japanese 
parentage have been in this des-
ert camp for over one year, men, 
women and children. Some per-
sons are interested in what is happen-
ing to them. What is? 

Now that segregation or loyal from 
disloyal has been effected, the question 
is one of greater significance to all of us 
who are loyal Americans ourselves. 

We happen to be fighting a world 
war. Our President has designated the 
objectives of that war to be application 
of the Four Freedoms not only to our 
own people, but also to the peoples of 
the world. We shall succeed' in our 
peace efforts after the war in propor-
tion as we implement our President's 
words with concrete performance in 
accord with those high objectives 

We cannot export what we do not 
have at home. 

Are we willing to  make  our demo-
cratic ideals apply in the case of the 
Orient? If so, we have a little house-
cleaning to do. If not, then we have lost 
the peace in  the Orient before we have 
really set about the task of fighting a 
very long and costly war to achieve it, 

The responsibility for this may be 
placed squarely at the door of the Coast 
population, the very persons who stand 
to gain most from a Permanent peace  

SOME 15,000 persons of Japanese an- 
cestry have declared in writing that 
they are .disloyal to this government 
and now are interned at Tule Lake, 
Calif. Among them are many young 
folks who are American born, who can 
never hope to make out in the country 
of their parents and who one year age 
were as loyal to this country as anyone 
eise born here. The reason for their 
drastic step is simply that they have nc 
confidence in our democratic protesta-
tion In view of what has happened tc 
them and to their relatives and friends,  

We commenced to write history in a 
big way when we clamored for the re• 
moval of everyone of Japanese ances-
try from the Coast during the first hys• 
teria after war broke out. 



 of the Japanese language. 
Their peculiar gift will come more into 
requisition as the fighting develops in 
the Far  Eastern zone, the one in which 
Coast people are interested particularly 
and the one that may prove most trou-
blesome. 

Among the volunteers are many 
fathers who have left their families in 
these camps to go out and fight while 
Congress argues the advisability of 
drafting white fathers. These men have 
something to fight for and they are 
willing to leave it long enough to do 
their share of fighting for it. 

What of their families left in camp? 
Camps are not good places in which to 
raise children, and these camps are no 
exception. One room for a family does 
not allow for that privacy that decent 
living would demand. Eating in com-
mon mess halls does not make for fam-
ily unity nor does it provide the oppor-
tunity for careful home training. Most 
of all, this is the complaint one hears 
from parents here: 

"Our children are growing up wild. 
We have so little chance to train them." 

down. Parents may not, , in some 
cases,  see  their children all day except 
at bedtime. Young men and young la-
dies grow restive of camp restrictions. 
They find themselves a job and go out 
on their own. Hundreds of such may be 
found in some large cities of the Mid-
west. 

Very little is possible in the way of 
entertainment in camp. The Japanese 
people have always been known as an 
intensively active one. The devil finds 
work for idle hands, we used to heir 
from our mother's lips. He's still on the 
job here. 

 

 
No, they have not grown lazy. The 

type of work possible to them in camp 
just cannot be as strenuous as that to 
which circumstances forced them be-
fore evacuation and they also live very 
close together; sometimes two families 
share the same apartment. 

 

Classes in English are well attended. 
Indian leather work has been taken up 
as a hobby by many. The most interest-
ing of all handicraft work, though, is 
that which has turned tile bitter-brush 
and sage brush into lovely articles of 
furniture or ornaments for these poor 
little  homes. These plants seemed for-
merly to be of little use. The people 
here have not only found them useful, 
but ornamental to a very high degree. 

In general, those who most needed to 
leave the camps have not been in a po-
sition to do so. They are the parents of 
families of children. Some have wanted 
desperately to leave because of what 
they have seen happening to their chil-
dren. They cannot find jobs and hous-
ing. At least the wage they can com-
mand in the only jobs open to them 
would not suffice for them to live  de-
cently and support their children on it. 

Over 1,000 of those able to do so 
have left camp on a permanent basis. 
Others would do the same were they 
able to do so. Which would seem to in
dicate that for the most part these peo-
ple have seen the handwriting on the 
wall     far  as the Coast is concerned 
sad mend to  remove  inland perm 

certainly  never think of 
returning to the West Coast. Nor will 
those who are relocated In the Mid-
west, and their number Is great. For 
the most part they have been well re-
ceived wherever they have gone, grate-
fully so in many instances. This they 
will never forget. 

PERHAPS the farmers are worst oft 
of any in camp. They have no cash 

on which to set themselves up In farm- 
ing once again or, if they had the  cash, 
they could not procure the farm imple-
ments necessary to carry on their work. 
Nor do they know the soil out East nor 
irrigation methods followed hereabouts. 
Many are learning here in camp, but 
without hope that eventually they can 
get back Into farming on their own, 

Thousands of these men went out to 
help the Idaho, Montana and Utah 
farmers get in their crops last year and 
this and their labor has gone far to 
help solve the problem of manpower 
shortage in this region, Some have gone 
into Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Missouri 
and Ohio and will probably settle there 
and may ultimately be able to set them-
selves up once again. They love the 
land and will not be divorced from It 
readily. If the Coast does not want their 
skilled production they can find outlet 
for it elsewhere nearer the great met-
e= markets and in many instances 
they are welcome there. 

Perhaps the most surprising develop-
ment of all is the avidity with which 
youngsters of school age have seized 
the opportunity to complete their col-
lege training at eastern schools of 
which they had formerly only dreamed. 
This has been matched only by the wel-
MrtIP  they have received in  many cases. 



All of which seems in a way to indi-
cate that the Oriental problem is no 
longer to remain subject to the vagaries 
of Coast rabble-rowers. That will have 
been a gain. 

As this' war develops we shall have to 
turn our eyes more and More to the 
necessity of cooperation with the Ori-
ent, of extending our democratic think-
ing to include the Oriental regardless 
of origin. 

The fact is, we can't afford to lose 
the war, nor can we afford to lose the 
peace after it. If we are to win the war 
we must get used to the idea or a 
hands-across-the-Pacific fraternal and 
democratic acceptance of the Filipino 
and Chinese and Indian and Japanese 
when peace comes. Else we fight in 
vain. 

We may strain at the point, but to no 
avail. If we do not make good on the 
promise of such acceptance after this 
war, then we are but preparing for an-
other in which we shall be compelled to 
its acceptance. So, we have some choice, 
but not much. 

We have tried our Oriental popula-
tions as no others have been tried and 
in the main they have not been found 
wanting. Now we'll just have to be big 
enough to accept them as partners to 
our thinking and living. 

The truth is we need the Orient and 
we need the Oriental in our midst. Our 
Intelligence services could hardly func-
tion without them in time of war. In 
One of peace they have never been the 
problem to us some individuals would 
have us suppose. We just haven't been 
big enough to give them a chance. In a 
way they are getting one now and they 
Will use it. 

THE prevailing sentiment one finds on 
the war here in these camps is the 

wish that it might all end soon and that 
the countries engaged ina it are all ruin-
ing themselves financially over some-
thing that might better have been set-
tled amicably. 

Most of the heads in here are old 
ones and view this world's affairs with 
a detachment that is surprising. Many 
are still much bewildered by it all, pre-
fer not to think or speak about it, feel 
deeply grateful to America for what 
chance they have had here, view with 
some concern the future as it affects 
their children, but feel-  that ultimately 
good sense and the sense of fair play 
will Win out in American hearts. 

Those who felt otherwise have been 
for the most part removed and those 
who still feel like them will likewise be 
removed to a place in which they will 
have more leisure to think it over once 
again. 

Parents whose boys are in she service 
are proud of them and the boys are 
proud of their part in the service. Their 
pride is subject to misgiving. at time  as 
they think of the uncertainty of theirs 
and their parents' future, but the pre-
vailing attitude Is one of hopeful confi-
dence that their loyalty to the country 
of their adoption or of their birth wili 
not go unrecognized and unrewarded, 

They are thoroughly proud of their 
record since evacuation. It is clean. No 
one can gainsay that. It is permanently 
written into the historical records of 
our country. They intend to keep it so. 

If the present population is unwilling 
or unable to rise to the necessary moral 
height to see that and to requite it 
justly, some American generation some-
time will do so. 

An unusual trial has been met with 
unusual fortitude and the whole consti-
tutes a record unique in our American 
annals. The Coast would do well to rec-
ognize the fact and to abide by its im-
plications. 



 

he disloyal 
Germans in this country more than 
the Japanese. I can easily dis-
tinguish the Japanese and keep 
my eye on those suspected of dis-
loyalty, but I can't do that about 
these citizens of German ancestry 
who do not like America and its 
institutions." 

The governor made a plea for 
an end of hatred and intolerance. 
He recalled the hatreds of the 
Yanks for the Germans in the first 
World war. "But half an hour 
after the armistice we in the 
American trenches were fraterniz-
ing with the Germans," he said. 

Governor Maw said that Japan-
ese re-located in this region no 
doubt will return to the Pacific 
coast states at. the close of the 
war. "They have a right to do 
this," the governor said. "The gov-
ernor of California, for instance, 
has taken an oath to uphold the 
constitution. He will uphold the 
right of the American citizen of  

Japanese ancestry to return to 
California to the extent of using 
troops, if that were necessary." 

The meeting at which the gov-
ernor spoke was arranged by the 
Women's Legislative council. 
Templeton Speaks 

The Japanese discussion was in-
troduced by Win Templeton who 
spoke in support of a resolution 
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
recommending that after the war 
the Japanese in this country be 
removed. 

Ottis Peterson, regional director 
of the war relocation authority, 
replied that to do that the consti-
tution must be changed because the 
American fundamental document 
forbids discrimination. The Jap-
anese in the vicinity of Ogden to-
day are there because there was 
great request for their services 
from employers, Mr. Peterson said. 
They were released from the relo-
cation centers because there was 
work for them to do. 

E. J. Fjeldsted, secretary of the 
Ogden chamber of commerce, said 
he looked upon the situation u a 
national, rather than a local prob-
lem. He suggested that a satiation 
would be (1) deportation of alien 
Japanese after the war, ) pre-
vent the speaking of Japanese in 
this country, and (8) forbid the 
Japanese from operating their own 
schools. 
In Armed Forces? 

There was discussion as to why 
more Japanese-American young 
men are not in the armed forces. 
Mr. Fjeldsted, a selective service 
board member, said federal in-
structions are that the Japanese 
men be classed as aliens, even 
though they are citizens. Thus 
they are deferred unless they vol-
tmteer. He said the volunteer rec-
ord is low among the Japanese-
Americans. 

Gov. Maw argued that the rec-
ord of 8,000 Japanese in the armed 
forces is not a bad record for a 
total Japanese population of 
around 120,000. 

Mr. Fjeldsted remarked that 
these were not all volunteers; that 
many had been drafted before 
Pearl Harbor. 

In the question period Mr. Tem-
pleton was asked if he would apply 
to the Negroes the program he 
advocates for the Japanese in this 
country. Mr. Templeton replied 
that the Negroes were forced into: 

the country but the Japanese came 
their volition. 

To this Mr. Peterson remarked 
that the first Japanese movement 
to this country was inspired by 
large employers desiring cheap 
labor and that the Japanese were 
exploited as were the Negroes. 
On Child Welfare 

The first part of the program 
Was devoted to a discussion of the 
governor's proposal to place the 
child welfare services program of 
the state department of public 
welfare under the jurisdiction of 
the juvenile court. 

The governor argued for this 
plan on the grounds that the child 
delinquency situation is so acute 
that all resources should be de-
voted to corrective work, with less 
emphasis on preventive work until 
such time as the legislature pro-
vides more funds. The governor 
said there was little, if any corre-
lation, between the state agencies 
dealing with the problems of han-
dicapped, neglected, abandoned 
children and delinquent children. 

Judge Theodore Bohn of the 
juvenile court said the court is 
unable to function satisfactorily 
because it lacks enough trained 
workers to guide the wards of the 
juvenile court. 

 Replies 
David R.. Trevithick, chairman 

of the welfare commission, said that 
if the governor's statement about 
a lack of correlation in the field 
of children is true then he re-
sponsible. He contended, however, 
that there is correlation brought 
about through a board made up 
of executives of state agencies 
dealing with children who meet 
regularly to review problems and 
situations. He said the child wel-
fare services program is like a 
traffic light. Nobody can say how 
many mishaps are prevented by a 
traffic light, but undoubtedly the 
light prevents trouble. He felt the 
child welfare services program in 
its preventive work amongg prob-
lem children also was a safeguard-
ing influence. 

Mrs. B. G. Midgley presided as 
president of the council. Mrs. Eliz-
abeth Tueller was chairman of the 
welfare phase of the program and 
Mrs. Ada Moyes of the Japanese 
discussion, with Kent Bramwell, 
Mayor-elect, as moderator. 

Miss Margaret Stewart gave a 
paper on the meaning of American 
citizenship. 



TULE,—you pronounce it in two 
syllables. Tule lake, California, 

came into the headlines on Nov. 4 
as a war relocation center which 
had to be taken over by the army 
to prevent riotous doings by a group 
of disloyal Japanese. 

Tule lake center is one of ten 
set up under the war relocation 
authority in 1942 for persons of 
Japanese ancestry who were evac-
uated from the west coast military 
area as a measure of security. 

But It is the only war relocation 
center for the disloyals,—for those 
Japanese aliens who asked to be 
sent back to Japan; for those 
Japanese-American citizens who re-
fused in their registration to state 
unqualified allegiance to the United 
States and those Japanese aliens 
who refused to agree to abide by 
our laws; for those whose intelli-
gence measurements and other 
records indicated that they might  

DILLON  S. MYER, director of the 
war relocation authority, has 

gone thoroughly into the events that 
led up to the Tule lake trouble. 
He has documented the occurrences 
and Column Left has read with care 
the results of his findings. 

It is important now for us here 
in Rockford and for other com-
munities where these words reach 
to understand that Tule lake is the 
one and only relocation center made 
up of disloyals. It is important 
for us in the midwest to know this, 
for there are many Japanese-
Americans who have come to us to 
fit into our home and business life, 
to share with us a common war 
effort. And we all are entitled to 
assurance that these Japanese- 

KENDALL SMITH, relocation 	
for the Rockford district, 

was invited to sit down with Column 
Left to explain matters touching 
Tule lake and to tell us how things 
were hereabouts. 

He speaks glowingly of our  ex-
perience  with Japanese-Americans. 
Not one of the more than 200 citi-
zens here has been in trouble of 
any kind. They are well liked. 

And things ought to stay that way. 
We must not permit news headlines 
to frighten us or to stir up these 
racial antipathies that lie rather 
close to the surface of life. Par-
ticularly now do we have to hold 
on to our tolerance when so many 
bitter words are printed about the 
Japanese homeland,—about Tokio's 
treachery, about its cruelties. 

It is safe to say that there isn't 
a Japanese-American released for 
work anywhere in our middle west 
without first having met very strict 
examination of his loyalty to this 
nation. And under the constitution, 
they are as much entitled to the 
protection of our laws as we are 
ourselves. They are safe with us 
and we are safe with them. 



 
Woman, whose hobby is hunting 
antelope on the deserts of Idaho, 
today gave Cleveland its first inti-
mate picture of life in the Japanese-
American relocation centers. 

She is Miss Veda Satterfield, 24, 
of Pocatello, Idaho, a graduate of 
Stanford University, with a master's 
degree from the University of Utah. 
Since September. 1942, Miss Satter-
field has been teaching at the Topaz, 
Utah, and Minidoka (Idaho) reloca-
tion centers for Japanese-Ameri-
cans. 

The two camps house the so-called 
"loyal Japanese Americans." Miss 
Satterfield said their morale and 
conduct were excellent. She said 
that, for the most part, they did not 
resent being placed in the camps, 
but felt that it was necessary as a 
part of winning the war. 

"But," she said, "they do resent 
being called Japs. They feel they 
are Americans, and prefer to be 
called JACS—Japanese American 
citizens. 

Miss Satterfield taught physical 
education and English, American 
history, and sociology. The chil-
dren also study relocation problems, 
learning about cities from the 
standpoint of housing, industries, 
institutions, minority groups, racial 
prejudice, etc. 

She said her children were not 
much different from other American 
children except for discipline, and 
perhaps a greater interest in their 
future than chirdren under other 
circumstances possess. 

"The children sing the same 
patriotic songs that are sung in 
other schools and, for instance, their 
Red Cross collections have equaled 
those at schools outside the camps. 
And the children have an outright 
acorn of  Japan  and Japanese cus-
toms. 

Miss Satterfield said many of the 
children admitted the camps had 
been good for them, "Previously, 
they were minority groups, speaking 
only when spoken too, having little 
part in civic affairs of the school, 

"But at Minidoka, for instancem 
they had to help convert the laun-
dry into a science laboratory on  

school days. They had to make 
barracks into classrooms. They  re-
garded  all this as a challenge which 
they have met successfully." 

The Minidoka camp is in the 
Magic Valley of Idaho, with 80,000 
acres under cultivation. Miss Sat-
terfield said the school children had 
left the camp for six weeks, living 
in labor camps, while helping Idaho 
harvest its huge potato crop. 

Miss Satterfield is visiting tie 
Cleveland regional office of the war 
Relocation Authority before becom-
ing a  field representative at Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 

When she entered the Cieveland 
office she recognized two girls she 
had known at the Topaz camp. One 
is Miss Kaye Uyeda, 21, formerly of 
Oakland, Cal. 

The second is Mrs. Yuki Kate-
yama, 28, also a former Oakland 
(Cal.) girl. Her husband, Taro, Is an 
Army private at Camp Shelby, while 
her sister, Mrs. Cherry Nakagawara, 
has joined the WAC. 

One of Miss Satterfield's former 
pupils is Fumi Ebihara, 18, who now 
is in high school in Bay Village. 

To The Telegram: 
The first "helping" of truly puerile 

war-hysteria-born race hatred to 
see light in this We, The People 
column was signed by a man named 
"Schmidt." 

Mr. Schmidt is trying to fan the 
flames of hatred against the Amer-
ican citizens of Japanese ancestry 
that the government has adjudged 
loyal and is now trying to locate in 
civil life, so that they would no 
longer be eating up the taxpayers' 
money in concentration camps. 

What are Mr. Schmidt's reasons 
for assuming that these Americans, 
if any were located in Douglas coun-
ty, may engage in sabotage? The 
only reason we could find in the 
hateful article was the fact, that 
these people are of Japanese ances-
try. And, Mr. Schmidt assumes, as 
we are at war against the Japa-
nese rulers, any descendant of a 
Japanese, no matter how loyal to 
America he may seem, must of nec-
essity be considered  a  suspicious 
character. 

Please, fellow Americana, let's stay 
away from the treacherous path of 
race prejudice, for if we don't stay 
away from it, we may soon be in a 
grand stew of mutual suspicion and 
name-calling. Racial hatred, car-
ried to its extreme by the Schickel-
grubers' and  by the Tojos of Japan 
was  one of the causes of the pres-
ent war, And some of us, who are 
just as American as is Mr. Schmidt, 
still think that we are fighting this 
war  to banish race  hatreds  from 
the face of the earth! 

Don't forget, Mr. Schmidt, that 
tome yellow-skinned people (close 

 of  the Japanese) are our 
Allies in this war. They just hap-
pened to have little better leader-
ship than did the Japanese. 

AN AMERICAN, 
Who is just as white as Mr. Schmidt. 



American Vansittartism 

THERE'S more than meets the eye beneath the 
11 recent press furor over the disturbances among 
disloyal Japanese-Americans at Tule Lake, Cali-
fornia. If it's what I think it is, I don't like it. 

Sure some of the internees got tough. That was 
anticipated. That's the reason they were isolated 
from the loyal Japanese-Americans and sent to 
Tule Lake. And, if you want the truth of the 
matter, the government was able to isolate them 
only because of the loyalty and patriotism of the 
majority of Japanese-Americans, who helped U. S. 
authorities ferret out the Tojo'agents and members 
of the Black Dragon society. 

So why the stink over something that was 
known beforehand and anticipated? Why the 
screaming headlines and revival of stories about 
Japanese barbarity and ferocity? Why does Hearst 
drag back on page one the lurid yellow "dis-
patches" of that discredited and disgusting pur-
veyor of falsehood, Karl H. von Wiegand, who is 
reported to have had contacts with the Nipponese 
military intelligence all during the Japanese at-
tack on Hongkong, Singapore and Manila? 

BELIEVE the hullaballoo over the Tule Lake 
affair and the revival of hate-inspiring stories 
about the Japanese people is a potentially very 
dangerous thing. I think these developments syn-
chronize with the fifth column incitements against 
Negroes, Jews, Mexican-Americans and other 
colored minority peoples, that they are part and 
parcel of a deliberate design to enflame racial 
feelings against the Japanese people. 

The British have  a  word for this. They call it 
Vansittartism. They gave it this name because 
Lord Vansittart, one of Britain's multi-millionaires 
and bluebloods, has been waging a campaign for 
military occupation of Germany, partition of the 

Ger state, and the infliction of severe penalties 
on the  German people for  the crimes  a  the Hitler  

regime. Vansittart doesn't draw a distinction be-
tween the Nazis and their dupes and the rest of 
the German people. He talks racial nonsense. He 
says the Germans are an aggressive, warlike and 
predatory "RACE." 

Logic Of Vansittartism 
EXAMINE this statemen and you'll find it's a 

parallel version of Hitler's Aryan mythology. It's 
racism, and racism with a distinct aim. 

The aim of Vansittart is to head off a genuine 
democratic upsurge of the German people, to 
clamp the old regime of Junkers and militarists 
and industrialists—with British millionaires run-
ning the show, of course—on the necks of the 'Ger-
man people after Hitler has been removed. 

Look to our American Vansittarts and you'll 
discover something very interesting. They are 
the self-same clique who championed appeasement 
of Japanese fascism for years before Pearl Harbor. 
Their motives: to use Japanese fascism as an in-
strument against the growing colonial revolutions 
in Asia, against the Chinese revolution in particu-
lar, and eventually, against the Soviet Union. 

The policies of these cruel and cynical men—
if you read the Hearst-Howard-McCormick-Pat-
terson press, you know their names!—backfired at 
Pearl Harbor, just as the policies of the Municheers 
of London and Paris backfired when Hitler in-
vaded Poland. Now they hope to pull their chest-
nuts out of the flames by the re-establishment of 
American imperialism over the peoples of Asia. 

We'll have to watch this trend. Not only would 
it play into the hands of Tojo, give an edge to his 
"Asia-for-the-Asiatics" propaganda, afford a pre-
text for his brutalities to thousands of American 
prisoners now in Japanese hands, and enable him 
to stave off the growing war-weariness of the Jap-
anese common folk—not only will American Van-
sittartism have these consequences. In addition, it 
will intensify the racial incitements and violent at-
tacks on Negroes and other colored minorities 
throughout the United States. 



TULE LAKE, near the northern border of California, is 
the place where about 15,000 Japs have been assembled. 

To this segregation camp are sent those who refuse to 
abide by United States laws, those whose records indicate 
they might endanger our national security. In other Words, 
the tough ones. 

In recent weeks various stories of rioting and other 
troubles have been coming from Tule Lake. 

Dillon S. Myer, head of the national war relocation 
authority, a civil agency which calls in the army only in 
case of trouble, has presented a factual and rather reas-
suring account of what has been happening. Myer is a calm 
and capable man who drew one of the meanest civilian 
war jobs. 

His report implies, though it doesn't directly say, that 
many of the stories from Tule Lake, which he describes 
as exaggerated, came from within the Tule Lake WRA or-
ganization itself because of a hysterical reflex in a tense 
spot where possible danger is a constant threat. 

 

"A NUMBER of the WRA staff became apprehensive 
concerning their personal safety . . . a few became almost 
'hysterical," Myer says. Such a reaction is not unnatural. 
The task of policing the toughest and trickiest of aliens, 
or of working as a clerk or otherwise in such an environ-
ment, is not exactly a happy one. Many people don't sleep 

•

so well at night if they think their throats might be cut. 
So after a few flare-ups it is not surprising that some pretty 
wild tales were told which Myer, by documental and per-
sonal inspection at no inconsiderable risk to his own hide, 
now says were over-told. 

But the important thing he stresses, in which we 
should all co-operate in' holding down any spread of hyste-
rics, is that "retaliatory action against American civilians 
and prisoners of war under Japanese control" Might—and 
probably would--be the outgrowth. 

Evidently every effort by both the WRA and the army 
is being made to keep an explosive situation under control, 
And it is up to us not to over-simplify, as is one's first im-
pulse, by calling for drastic handling of these admitted 

When Joseph C. Grew, our former 
Ambassador to Japan, pleads for the 
Japanese in this country who are loyal, 
he  should have  a hearing. Mr. Grew has 
long been a student of the Japanese. In 
the decade which he spent in Japan he 
observed our Pacific enemy with pene-
tration. He gave warnings about Japan's 
military power and her craft which 
were riot taken seriously by many Amer-
icans until after Pearl Harbor. 

Mr. Grew also knows the Americans 
of Japanese ancestry. His point about 
them now is a simple one. He says those 
who have grown up in the United States 
are as Much Americans as men of any 
other derivation in the same environment 
since  birth. Some of these people 
returned to the Japanese homeland be-
fore the War. Few of them could tolerate 
the kind of life living which they 
found there, As Mr.  Grew  concludes, 
"the Overwhelming majority of those 
Men want to be loyal to us." He adds, 
"the few who don't want to be loyal to 
us often say so openly." 

We have read of the exploits of Amer-
icans of Japanese descent in their own 
Military Units fighting in Italy. They are 
excellent soldiers; they maze of the 
wearing of  the  uniform a  oppor-
tunity for the demonstration of their 
love of country. Ad Mr. Grew suggests, 
there is no doubt that the spirit these 
soldiers manifest is present, too, in their 
kinsfolk who because of age or sex or 
other reasons cannot show their Ameri-
can patriotism in such dramatic fashion. 
Certainly, Americans should not exclude 
any loyal American from the national 
fellowship on the quite irrelevant 
ground of race or ancestry. We should 
remember that, as Mr. Grew  says; "It 
doesn't make for loyalty to be constantly 
under suspicion when grounds for  sus- 

are absent." 



Americans who insist on branding an en-
tire race as enemies, not excluding even its 
native-born members who are loyal Ameri-
cans might well ponder the action of the 
Chinese Youth Conference at Lake Tahoe. 
It went on record in support of the efforts 
of the Committee on American principles and 
Fair Play and condemned the propaganda of 
racial friction toward loyal American citizens 
of Japanese ancestry as "un-American, un-
democratic and un-Christian." No one has 
greater cause to hate the Japanese than, the 
Chinese, still even they are able to show a 
proper discrimination and keep a balanced 
judgment. 

RIVERS, Nov. 
4.—M—Japanese-Americans interned at the war re-
location center here, turned over 
$750 to the war fund drive today 
and Paul Loucks, Coolidge, cam-
paign chairman for Pinal County, 
expressed the belief it was the first 
community in Arizona to reach its 
quota. 

The reports officer at the center 
said the money came mostly from 
residents earning $16 a month and 
was collected in two days. Another 
campaign has been launched to 
gather $750 for the community 
chest. 



Special to The Chris 

BERKELEY, Calif.,—Propaganda 
of racial friction toward the loyal 
American citizens of Japanese an-
cestry was condemned as "un-
American, undemocratic, and un-
Christian" by the Chinese Chris-
tian Youth Conference at its re-
Cent convention at Lake Tahoe. 

The Conference went on record 
in support of the efforts of the 
Committee on American Princi-
ples and Fair Play, of which 
President Robert G. Sproul of the 
University of California is the 
Honorary Chairman. It urged that 
similar local committees be organ-
ized throughout the Pacific Coast 
to counteract propaganda of racial 
prejudice and unconstitutional dis-
crimination. 

yoting their support of the sur-
vey of the Chinese people and their 

One Jap sniper in the battle for 
New Georgia Island who tried his 
best to kill a Japanese American 
"doughboy" never lived to tell of 
his failure. 

The Japanese American soldier, 
Staff Sgt. Kazuo Komoto, is back 
in America after a slug from the 
sniper's machine gun had shattered 
his knee. He visited his parents at 
the Rivers Relocation Center last 
week. 

The sergeant in recounting his 
experience in the "toughest fighting 
in the world" said that he had 
been without sleep for a week, 
and had climbed out of his fox 
hole behind the front lines to rest. 
Some twenty minutes later the 
sniper, who had infiltrated and 
camouflaged himself in a tree, 
opened on him and several other 
American soldiers near him. A few 
seconds later the sniper was rid. 
died by American fire. 

Later, on a hospital ship, his 
commanding general presented him 
with the Purple Heart award. With 
a soldier's disdain for what he 
terms a "cripple's medal," Komoto 
shrugs off congratulations. Com-
pletely recovered from his knee 
wound, he is ready for action again, 

tian Science Monitor 

needs on the West Coast, as recom-
mended by Dr. Chih Meng of the 
China Institute in America, the 
Conference urged that special atm
tention be given to improving the 
housing and sanitation. conditions 
in the Chinese communities in this 
area. 

The members of the Conference 
resolved to participate, as indi-
viduals and as a unit, in activities 
relating to education, religion, 
labor, civic and service enterprises, 
and political and international af-
fairs. They also decided, to take an 
active part in postwar reconstruc-
tion forums and in organizations 
for the furtherance of mace equal-
ity. They believe that these efforts 
will help promote the interracial 
understanding necessary for a 
permanent peace. 

Urging the elimination from the 
statute books of the United States 
of laws which discriminate against 
the Chinese, the delegates. advo-
cated that Congress pass just laws 
that will promote good will be-
tween the American and the Chi-
nese people. 

Delegates to the convention were 
college-age Chinese men and wom-
en from California, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Arizona, and Nevada. Chi-
nese from other areas were invited 
as special guests. Representatives 
from Hawaii regularly attended 
the annual conventions before the 
war. 

The Chinese Christian Youth 
Conference was organized 12 years 
ago by a group of Chinese college 
students. 



 American -Japanese soldiers 
fighting the Germans over a sec-
tor of the Allied front line here. 
We found them bivouacked in a 
sunny tomato field on an Italian 
farm beyond the north fork of 
the Volturno River. German 
shells were dropping in the bot-
tom land and also around a 
crumbling castle on the hill just 
above. 

The Japanese had completed 
one month of battle in this land 
halfway around the world from 
their homes in Hawaii, The net 
verdict of other troops in the sec-
tor is that they are very good 
soldiers, noteworthy especially 
for their aggressiveness and 
stamina. 
Tank-Killer Masao. 

They looked good. They were 
neat and alert and said, "Good 
morning" cheerfully as we 
walked toward their camp over 
the country roads and sunken 
lanes and olive groves of Cam-
pania. 

Near a solitary house by a 
curve in the road stood an enemy 
tank, full of holes outside and 
blood inside. When we reached 
the camp a little farther on the 
unit commander, Lt.Col. Farrant 
Turner of Honolulu was taking 
notes on the story of Pvt, Masao 
Awakuni, a "bazooka" gunner 
who shot up this tank. 

The bazooka, as you may know, 
will raise time with a tank but 
the gunner must be pretty close 
and tanks are not comfortable 
to be close to. 
Takes a Good Man. 

With only the road bend for 
cover Pvt. Awakuni got within 
25 feet. He sighted along the 
big, grotesque tube, fired the 
rocket shell, which leaves a 
wake of flame, killed the tank's 
gunner and stopped the tank. His 
next shells emptied the vehicle. 

The crewmen were incautious 
enough to start talking in the 
gulley behind the tank and 
Awakuni's sharp-eared mates 
plied them with grenades. It 
was a nice haul. 

"What Awakuni did needs a 
good soldier," said Col. Turner. 
"These fellows are all very good." 

At this point the colonel and all 
hands present dived into fox-
holes, When the German artillery 
paused again we got out and re-
sumed our conversation. 
For All the Nisei. 

Col. Turner, born and raised -In 
Hawaii himself, feels his Ha-
waiian Japanese are fighting a 
crusade for Americans of Japanese 
descent as well as killing Germ
mans for democracy. He brought 
them here from Hawaii by way 
of the training ground at Camp 
McCoy in the United States. 

They are the first combat group 
ever to leave Hawaii. the first 
American-Japanese unit to be 
trained in this war and the first 
Japanese to fight in American 
uniform abroad. 

They are all second or third 
generation Japanese, known in 
Hawaii as Nisei and Sanei. 
Beyond All Question. 

Mistrusted after Pearm Harbor, 
their aim, according to their offi-
cers, 15 of whom are Japanese, is 
to prove beyond question that 
they cafe fight loyally and well 
and thus directly protect the 
honor and reputation of Japanese 
in America. 

This impulse seems to make 
them fight more eagerly, if any. 
thing, than their neighbors in the 
Allied line. In the last month 
they have charged repeatedly intc 
murderous machine-gun and au-
tomatic fire. Their position today 
is perhaps the most advanced o' 
the 5th Army forces. 
Speak Only English. 

Capt. Taro Suzuki of Honolulu 
a veteran of 13 years in the Army; 
Reserve and three years in the 
Regular Army, likes to point ou 
that most of his men also have 
three years' service. 

"Among ourselves we talk m 
Japanese but only English, thi 
best we can," said the captain 
who speaks English of a high or. 
der himself. 

"I think we have some goo( 
boys. Take my best sergeant, who 
was killed here not long ago. 

"He was a squad leader who 
came from Waialua, a boy abou 
23 years old. 
Strong in Death, 

"Looking for machine-gun fir 
that was bothering us, he got righ 
close to it and a burst took hal 
his face away, 

"Before he died he called the,  
platoon sergeant and gave him th 
German position and his owl 
squadhs dispositions complete 
Then he died." 

"But not before then," added 
white lieutenant sitting nearby 
"He waited to die till he said wha 
he had to say. That takes som 
doing." 



Editors Note—This is the third 
and final installment of a series of 
three articles by F. S. Root on the 
Japanese relocation centers in Ar-
kansas. There is something touch-
ing about people of Japanese birth 
and blood wholeheartedly celebra-
ting July Fourth with good Amer-
ican spirit. Mr. Root would call 
to public attention that we have 
many good German-Americans 
and we have at least 5,000 good 
Japanese Americans whom, with 
their loved ones serving in our 
armed forces, we should not make 
suffer any more than is necessary, 
while standing firm in our deci-
sion to deport all undesirables of 
whatever doubtful citizenship.) 
A Possible Trend 

War Relocation Authority, on 
approval of War and Justice De-
partment, is pursuing a policy of 
indefinite leave to evacuees for 
permanent jobs "outside" in civil-
ian life. 

Permission at Rohwer for em-
ployment is scrutinized by Infor-
mation and Police Authorities, and 
restricted to fitness for job and to 
model citizenship within the cen-
ter. 

Indefinite leave has been grant-
ed to 712 evacuees, and 164 have 
received season leave. Satisfac-
tory reports come from every 
source, authorities said. 

Within the town, as in any com-
munity of comparable population, 
are innumerable needs for pub-
lic employment. 

These jobs are assigned to com-
petent  evacuees at monthly wages 
of $12, $16, or $19, depending up-
on the skill  required in the re-
spective services. As of report  

for June, a total of 3991 evacuees 
have been assigned to jobs within 
the project area. A reduced bud-
get necessarily will lessen the 
-lumber to be employed. This will 
tend to increase the number ap-
plying for indefinite leave which 
under the ;hortage of manpower 
may cause a wider acceptance of 
the evacuee in production pro-
grams especially on the farm, in 
truck gardening and food indus-
tries. 
Handskills and Art an Outlet 

As one goes hither and thither 
about the town he senses a spirit 
of waiting, of endurance, of pent-
up patience that finds relief in 
hand-skills, colorful art and carv-
ing and sculpture. Time means 
nothing, ambitions are blocked. 
being busy under "concentration" 
is consoling. Little is the wonder 
that such individuals al Harry 
Koszumi, Kazuo Honbo, and art 
instructor, Yoshio Yoshioka, de-
vote so much energy and time in 
self development, and private tu-
toring of others in art crafts. 
These men are attracting exhibi-
tors and connoisseur of Art. Sev-
eral specimens have recently been 
on exhibit in St. Louis. 

In peace or in war, morale is 
the key to the betterment of any 
people. Social, recreational and 
religious life is all essential to a 
cooperative acceptance of hard-
ship and unnatural restrictions. 
Dr. Hunter, 

An Understanding Head 
Dr. J. B. Hunter, supervisor of 

community  life,  understands the 
needs and is meeting the chal-
lenge.  There are four large  Scout 
Patrols, Girl Scouts, competitive 
sports, a  Junior and Senior  Red 
Cross (1200 active service volun- 



Editor's Note—This is the sec-
ond of a series of three articles by 
F. S. Root on the Japanese reloca-
tion centers in Arkansas. Fayette-
ville educators are well represent-
ed among those who are doing their 
best for the unfortunate Ameri-
cans of Japanese blood who were 
so suddenly uprooted from their 
homes in California and taken 
from a cool, comfortable climate 
to the heated area of Arkansas' 
low, swampy rice country to build 
anew. The courage of these peo-
ple has been worth noting. Mr. 
Root here tells of the evacuees and 
how they carry on in their new 
democracy. 

The Rohmer project director, 
Ray D. Johnson, has a big job, with 
his co-workers, he is giving demo-
cracy a laboratory test. He be-
lieves in order, service and respon-
sibility. 

The town is self governing. It 
has a constitution (approved by the 
director) which provides for a 
council, executive officers and a 
judiciary, and likewise for boards, 
commissions and a police depart-
ment. 

All evacuees, 18 years or over, 
are eligible to vote. (I witnessed 
the first assembling of the school 
board). 

Terms of office are for six 
months and reelection is not lim-
ited. These short terms provide 
training experience in democratic 
service and responsibility. There 
are no early curfew or rigid re- 

strictions on going or coming with-
in the community, but the visitor 
is astonished by the quietness and 
absence of pedestrians at all times, 
day or night, other than at sched-
uled for mess, school or hours for 
going to or from assigned work. 

The town hospital is an efficient 
and effective facility. Here 
as in all divisions and departments, 
employees (with the exception of 
directors or supervisors) are large-
ly from qualified evacuees.) 

Vital statistics, up to June  1, 
1943, reveal that within the town 
of 8,464 people there has been 108 
births, 40 deaths, and the average 
hospital patients has been 69. (All 
definite facts and figures are from 
official sources). 

A Few Facts and Figures 
The first contingent arrival of 

evacuees was on September 17, 
1942, since when the population 
totals 8,464. Of this number 64 
per cent are citizens of the United 
States, 52 per cent are available 
for employment and 29 per cent 
are enrolled in school. 

The average cost of food, 
per capita, is 4L2 cents while the 
total cost per capita for operating 
the project, from September 17, 
1942 to June 26, 1943, $197.44. 

In addition to the gardens with-
in the town, a co-operative farm-
garden of over 700 acres is pro-
viding foods of almost every kind, 
ranging from garlic to sweet-
pumpkins and in quantities from 
44 acres of corn and blackeyed 
peas, or fifty acres of tomatoes to 
125 acres of soybeans. Sixty-two 
acres of early varieties have been 
harvested and a second crop plant-
ed. Canning of large quantities of  

surplus foods is contributing to the 
nation's conservation program. 
Social Betterment 

The division of education, here-
in is my deepest interest, is under 
the supervision of John A. Trice, 
former superintendent of Spring-
dale schools. Superintendent Trice 
is putting over a job for which 
there was no precedent or pattern. 
Director Johnson said to him, 
"Trice, education is your field. 
Get results, no flaunting, and you 
shall have my full support." With 
the full support of his staff and 
evacuee patrons, he has evidence 
of results, for the State Depart-
ment of Education has given ele-
mentary and high schools a  full 
"A" rating. He held a pre-school 
conference for his staff and last 
week had "Open_ house" to patrons 
and friends. 

The school system has a tinge of 
local color for the reason principal 
M. H. Ziegler and wife, Leola 
Parsley, Mattie Lou Leflar, Pearl 
Reed Jackson, Edwina Porter, Vir-
ginia McGruder and others are 
from Washington county. (Racial 
prejudice has prompted severe 
criticism of the teachers—yet, the 
State Department has joined in the 
program and Uncle Sam is paying 
the bills. It was Arkansas teach-
ers in these positions of teachers 
from other states. (Let the critics 
assess their properties at 50 per-
cent of true value.) 

An analytical observation of the 
schools Rohwer would be an "
eye-opener" to many and would reveal 
some justification of the project 
under an emergency war measure. 

Aspect III. Apparent Trends 
and Peace Time fold-up  of  Cen-
ters. 
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