CHARTER
OF THE
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
oF
JEROME RELOCATION CEKTER

PREAMBLE

WE THE PEOPLE of Jerome Relocation Center by virtue of the authority vested in us by
the proclamation of the President of the United States, and the powers conferred on
us by the Wer Relocation Authority, in order to advance the cause of responsible,
intelligent, democratie govermment; to further the common welfare; to provide for
internal peace and order; do hereby establish this Charter,

ARTICLE I
THE COMIUNITY COUNCIL
SECTION 1

A There shall be established a representative, legislative body to be known
as the "Community Council," which shall function in aeccordance with the
wishes of the people and the regulations of the War Relocation Authority;
and which shall have the power to enact regulations ard do and make all
other acts and things necessary for the general welfare of the residents
of the Center.

The Community Council shall create boards, commissions, and agencies in
respect to municipal affeirs.

The Community Council shall present to the Project Director resolutions on
questions affecting the welfare of the residents of the Center.

The Community Council shall exercise such other duties and functions as may
be conferred upon it from time to time by the War Relocation Authority.

SECTION 2

The Community Council shall be composed of one (1) representative from
each block,

SECTION 3

The following persons shall be eligible to hold elective office in the
Community Council and to serve on appointive committees, commissions, boards
and other edministrative positions. All persons who are twenty-one (21)
years of age or over, whether citizens or aliens, except (5) persons who
have requested repatriation or expatriation and who have not withdrawn
their request at least three (3) months before the date of election; (b)
persons who did not give an unqualified affirmative answer to question No.28
on Form WRA-126 Revised or Form DSS 304A and who have not subsequently been
granted leave clearance; (c) persons who refused to register during the
military registration conducted in February and March of 1943 and who have
not subsequently been granted leave clearance; (d) persons who have been
denied leave oclearance, o

SECTION 4

Bach Councilman shall hold office for a term of six (6) months and shall be
eligible for re-slection.

The term of office shall begin with the date of the first meeting of the
Council held after the first eslection of the Council members.

SECTION 5

Hy The election for Councilmen shall be held on the Tuesday two (2) weeks pre=
vious to the expiration date of the term of the members.
be The Councilmen shall be slected by a plurality vote of the votes cast.

SECTION 6

e Wnen a Councilman has been absent from three (3) consecutive regular meete
ings of the Council, the Council mey declare the position vacant; unless
such ebsences have been excused by the Chairman,




When a Councilman removes his residence from the block in which he was
elected, the Council shall declare the position vacant,

Vacancies shall be filled by special elections not more than two (2) wecks
or loss than one (1) week after such vacancies exist,

SECTIOK 7
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A Councilman may be removed fram office upon reasonabdble cause shown by

other members of the Council and upon two-thirds (2/3) vote of all the
Councilmen,

Upon the petition of forty percent (40%) of the eligible voters of any
block, & recall election may be held by that block, and upon a three=fourths
(3/4) favorable vote of the eligible voters, the Councilman shall be deemed
removed from office,

SECTIOXN 8
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SEGTION 1
&
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The Community Council shall meet in regular sessions every Wednesday at
1:30 P.M. unloss othorwise announced by the Chalrman,

All meetings of the Community Council shall be open to the public, but the
Council shall reserve the right to proclaim individual meetings closed.
Special meetings may bs held upon notice of the Chairman or upon petition
of ten (10) Council members.

Proxy representation shall not be psrmissible,

The majority of the Council shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE II

OFFICERS

The Cammunity Council at its first regular meeting efter election shall
elect a Chairmen, a Viee~Chairman, and Trecasurer,

Only members of the Council shall be eligible for the elective offices in
the Council,

SECTION 2

The Chairman, with the approval of the Council, shall appoint ah Executive
Secretary who shall not be a member of the Counoil,

SECTION 3
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be

The compensation of the Executive Secretary shall be paid by the War Relo=
cation Authority.

All Councilmen and elective officers of the Community Council shall serve
without compensation,

SEGTION 4

The term of office for each elective office shall be for a period of six
(8) months.,

SECTION 6§

The Camnunity Council shall fill all offices of the said Community Council
or othor community branches in event of vacancies arising from any cause
whatsoever to serve until the next general election or expiration of the
term of office,

SECTION 6

B

A1) elected or appointed officers of the Community Council, Judicial Com=
mission, and other bodies organized under the provisions hereof, shall be
subject to removal or impeachment for misfeasance, malfeasence, or non-
feasance in off'ice.

Charges against eny such officer or officers must be in writing and signed
by not less than ten (10) Councilmen and forwarded to the Executive Secre=-
tary or the Cheirman of the Community Counecil,

A special moeting of the Community Council shall be called for the purpose
of hearing the charges made, and a two~thirds (2/3) vote of the Councilmen
shell be necessary to hold the accused guilty of the charge or charges pre=
forred against him,

The decision of the Cammunity Council shall be final,




ARTICLE III

DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS

SECTION 1. CHAIRMAN
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The Chairman of the Council shall preside at all meetings, but shall not
have a vote except in case of a tie,

It shall be the duty of the Chairman to supervise the municipal affairs by
and with the approval of the Community Council,

The Chairman shall represent the Community Council in all community funetions
or appoint a suitable person in his stead,

The Chairman shall appoint necessary committees at his discretion anmi be
ex-officio member thereof,

The Chairmam may appeint members of the Council to committees which may be
deemed necsssary to earry on the work of the Council,

The Chairman must secure the approval of the Council for the appointment
of non=Couneil members to boards, cawmissions, and committees which the
Council may establish,

The outgoing Chairman shall preside as the temporary Chairman at the first
meeting of the incaning Council until such time as the permanent Chairman
is elected.

SECTIQK 2, VICE«CHAIRMAN

8,

I% shall be the duty of the Vice-Chairman to perform such tasks as may be
assigned to him by the Chairman of the Community Council.,

The Vice=-Chairman shall preside at all meetings in event of absence of the
Chairman,

The Vice-Chairman shall assume the position and duties of the Chairman for
the remainder of the term should s wvacancy oceur in the of fice of the Chair-
man,

SECTION 3, TRRASURER

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep an accurate and corrsct ac-
count of all moneys received or deposited by the Community Council.
The Treasurer shall make payments by and with the approval of the founcil.

SECTION 4, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

The duties of the Executive Secrctary shall be to assist generally the Com-
munity Council and other officers thereof in the administration of coanmu-
nity affairs and to perform such work under their direction and supervision,
The Executive Secretary shall perform those Auties delegated to him in this
Charter or By-laws thgreof,

The Executive Secretary shall carry out the polieies and program as outlined
by the Cammunity Council, and shall execute the orders and instructions of
the Community Council.

The Executive Secretary shall have custody of all records of the Community
Coyncil, Judicial Commission, and other dopartments or asgencies, except
those which are specifically entrusted to others.,

It shall be the further duty of the Executive Secretary to codify the rules
and resolutions passed by the Community Council,

All official records and all official actions of the Ceuncil which ere ro-
duced to writing, shall be written in the English language.

ARTICLE IV

COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS

SECTION 1

8,

The Community Counoil may establish sugh committees, commissions and boards
as may be desirable and necessary to facilitate the work of the Council and
for the general welfare of the residents,

The Community Council shall provide for a Judisial Commission which shall
hear cases and apply penalties for violation of lew and arder as prescribed
by the Council, s
The Community Council shall provide for orderly mothods of arbitration for
settling civil disputes between residents.




Rules and regulations prescribed by the forthcoming Manual on Judiciary,
which Manual shall be drafted by the Community Council, shall be followed
by the Judicial Commission and the Arbitration Commission,

ARTICLE V

GIFTS AND LIMITATION TO USE

SECTION 1

The Community Couneil shall be vested with the power to solicit and receive
funds and property for community purposes,

SECTION 2 2

All funds and property derived fram gifts, donetions, and other sources
shall bc expended end used to dofray the expenses of the Community Council
end its funotions, and for the goneral welfare of the rosidents of the
Center,

SECTION 3

The Council shall not have the suthority to regulate the management, opsra=
tion or conduet of business enterprises within the Center.

ARTICLE V1

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

SECTTION 1

The qualified electors of the Jerome Rclocation Centor shall not be denied
tho privilege of initiative and rcferendum.

SECTION 2

&,

To initiate any reguletions or to refer any reguletions to the residents of
the Contor, it shall be necossary that petitions be filed with the BExecutive
Secrotary of the Community Counecil,

The pctitions shall contain the signatures of at least ten percent (10%)

of the qualified clectors of the Center, and must represent at least a
majority of the blocks of the Center,

Any mcasures and rcrulations may be referred ta a vote of the people upon

a resolution approved by a majority of the Council,

BECTION 3
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The Coanmmunity Council shall detormine in each instance tho validity and
sufficiency of the poetition,

Upon determining that such potition conforms to the above section, the
Community Council shall order an cleetion on the issues involved in the
petition,

SECTION 4
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The Community Council shall give notice of such slection by publishing in
the "Denson Tribune,* or any othor nowspaper of general circulation in the
Jerome Relocetion Cemker, the issues involved, and the time of such elece
tion,

Such elgetions shall ba held not less than seven (7) days after such publi-
ecation,

Such cleekien shall be keld iW the semec manner as the elsetion of Ceuneilw
ROLle

SBETION 5

A majority vote of tho geelified alectors veting therson shall be necessery
t0 docide §ssuos arising from inifiative and referendum,




ARTICLE VII

RULES AND REGULATIONS

SECTION 1

All rulcs and reguletions onacted by the Jerome Community Council shall
becoms offective three (3) days after submission and approval thereof by
the Project Director; provided, however, that any rule or rcgulstion shall
became effective immediately aftcr approval of the Project Director if two-
thirds (2/3) of the Councilmen present shall votec to consider same as an
emergency measure.

SECTION 2
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The enacting clause of all rules and rogulations of the Jerome Community
Council shall be substantially as follows: "The Community Council of
Jorome Relocation Cemter does hcreby cnact as follows:"

Bvery rule and rcgulation upon enactment of the Community Council must be
signed by tho Chairmen thereof and attcsted to by the Executive Secretary,

SECTION 3

The Zxecutive Secretary shall cause each rule and regulation and emendments

hereto after approval of the Project Director to be published immediately
at least once in the "Denson Tribune," or in any other newspaper of gencral
circulation in the Jerome Relocation Center,

SECTION 4

SECTION 1

A violation of any rule or reguletion of the Community Council shall be
deemed a misdemcanor and may be prosccuted before the Judicial Commission
in the name of the Poople of Jerome Reclocation Center in accordance with
the provisions in the Manual of the Judicial Commission.

ARTICLE VIII

AMENDNENTS

Charter: This Charter shall be subject to amendment only in the following
manner :

Upon petition signed by one=fourth (%) of the qualified electors or upon a
rcsolution passed by two-thirds (2/3) of the Cauncilmen, and upon approval
by the Project Director, the proposed amendment or amecndments shall te
given publication in the "Denson Tribune," or in any other newspaper of
general circulation in the Jerane Relocation Center.

After one (1) week has expired, a spocial election shall be held, and the
qualified electors shall cast their votes in the manner of election of
councilmen,

A majority of quelified clectors voting on such issue shall be necessary to
pass an amendment to this Charter,

SECTION 2

SECTIOF 1

By-laws: Tho By-laws shall be subject to smendment only in the following
manner; by three-fourths (3/4) votc of the duly elected Councilmen,

ARTICLE IX

RATIFICATION

Chartcr: The ratification of & majority of the qualified clectors of Jerome
Rolocation Center voting therefor shall be necessary for the adoption of
this Charter and By-laws.




SECTION 2

Contimiance of Tomporary Community Council in office until superseded:

The Temporary Community Council of Jeromc Relocation Center shall continue
in office until the Jorome Community Council hereinabove set forth shall
have been duly clected and orgenized.

BY-LLWS
OF THE
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
OF
JEROME RELOCATION CENTER

ARTICLE I

GENERLL ELECTIONS

SECTION 1

A1l persons eighteon (18) ycars of agec or over shall be eligible to vote
in all elections,

SECTION 2

Be All elections of Councilmen shall be preceded by nominating petitions of
cach block; and such nominating petition must contain at least ten (10)
names of qualified voters of cach block. The signature of any voter sign-
ing morec than ono pctition shall be void except the first filed petition.,
Gencral election of Councilmon shall be held at such intervaels as provided
for in Article I, Sections 4 and 5, and the dates of such clections shall
be determined by the Council,

SECTION 3

fe The block manager and three (3) persons selectcd by the votcrs of each
block, one (1) month prior to the clection datec, shall constitutc the Elec-
tion Board of sald blocke No nomince shall serve of said Board.

be Each Election Board shall rogister all eligible voters of the block; shall
rcceive all nomineting potitions threc (3) wocks before the election date
and submit the samc to the Council; shall reccive ballots prepared by the
Council and propcrly check the same before distritution; shall supervisec
the voting at a designated polling place in each block; shall check each
votor against the registration list of eligible votcrs before a ballot is
issued to the voter; and shall count the votes cast and certify the elec~-
tion recsult to the Council.
The clection of the first Council shall be held within one (1) month of the
retification of this Charter. Plans for the organization of Elecction Boards
for clection of the first Council shall be the responsibility of the Tem-
porary Canmunity Council, and theroafter plans for the organizetion of
Election Boards shall be the rcsponsibility of the Council.

ARTICLE II
VOTING
SECTION 1
A majority voto of the Councilmen prosent at any and all msotings of the
Community Council shall be necessary to determine all issues including
election of officers and the enactment of rules and regulations, except as
hereinafter provided,
SECTION 2

Therc shall be no proxy voting.

Section 3

The method of voting shall be by voice unless otherwisc designated by the
Chalrman, in which casc it will bo dore through soccrct ballot.




SBCTION 4

Rules of order: Unless otherwise provided, "Roberts' Rules of Order" shall
govern all meoetings.

ARTICLE III

SECRETARIES

SECTION 1

The Council may, with the consent of the Project Director, appoint one (1)
or morg recording secroterics whenover necessary,

SECTION 2

The componsation of such scerctaries shall be paid by the War Relocation
Autho ri ty.

ARTICLE IV
STANDING COMMITTER

SECTION 1, EXECUTIVE COM'ITTEE

Members: The Exccutive Committee shall be composed of the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman, Troasurer, and Exooutive Secretery of the Council; and the Chaire-
man of the Block Managgerss

Duties of the Executive Committec: It shall be the duty of the Executive
Committes ecting on behalf of, and at thc direction of the Community Council
to work with the Project Director and help solve all problems concerning
community welfare,

The Council shall ompower the Executive Committece to make any oemergency
decision which might be deemed beneficial to the welfarc of the Center
residents,.

SECTION 2, RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

e Members:s The members of the Resolution Committee shall be three (3)
ciltizens to be olected by the Council,

be Duties of the Resolutions Committec: The only function of this Committee
shall be to phrase the resolutions passed by the Council.




