
CHARTER 
OF THE 

COMMTfIGTY COUNCIL 
OF 

JEROME RELOCATI01~ CEI,JTER 

PR~i:3LE 

WE TEE PEOPLE of Jerome Relocation Center by virtue of the authority vested in us by 
the proclamation of the President of' the United States, and the powers conferred on 
us by the War Relocation Authority, in order to advance the cause of responsible, 
intelligont, democratic government; to further the com.rnon welfare; to provide for 
internal peace and order; do hereby establish this Charter. 

ARTICLE I 

THE COMEUJHTY COUNCIL 

a. There shall be established a :representative, legislative body to be known 
as the "Community Council," which shall function in accordance with the 
wishes of the people and the regulatior:s of the War Relocation Authority; 
and which shall have the power to enact regulations and do and make all 
other acts and things necesse.ry for the [eneral welfare of the residents 
of the Center. 

b. The Community Council shall create boards, commissions, and agencies in 
respect to municipal affeirs. 

c. The Ccr:ununity Council shall present to the Project Director resolutions on 
questions affecting the welfare of the residents of the Center. 

d. The Community Council shall exercise such other duties and functions as may 1 

be conferred upon it from time to tirne by the YTar Relocation Authority. 

SECTI01·: 2 

SECTION 3 

The COI!lmunity Council shall be composed of one (l) representative from 
eactJ block. 

The following persons shall be elic;ible to hold elective office in the 
Community Council and to serve on appointive committees, commissions, boards 
and other administrative positions. All persons who are t'IJ!renty-one (21) 
years of age or over, whetl10r citizens or aliens, except(~) persons viho 
have reqr:.estcd repatriation or expatriation and who have not withdrawn 
their request at least three (3) months before the date of election; (b) 
persons who did not giv0 an unqualified affirmative ans·wer to question-:..~o.28 
on Form WRA-126 Revised or Form DSS 304A and who have · not subsequently been 
granted leave clearance; (c) persons who refused to register during the 
military registration conducted in February and March of 1943 and who have 
not subsequently been granted leave clearance; (d) persons who have been 
denied leave olearanco. -

SECTION 4 

a. Each Councilman shall hold office for a term of six ( 6) months and shall be 
eligible for re-election. 

b. The term of off ice sha 11 bee in with the date of the fir st meeting of the 
Council held after the first election of the Cruncil members. 

SECTION 5 

a. The election for Councilmen shall be held on the Tuesday two (2) weeks pre-
vious to the expiration date of the term of the members. 

b. The Councilmen shall be elected by a plurality vote of the votes cast. 

S'SCTION 6 

a. Vfl1e n a Councilman has been absent fr an three (3) consecutive regular meet-
ings of the Council, the Council may declare the position vacant; unless 
such absences have been excused by the Chairman. 
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b. When a. Councilman removes his residence from the block in which he was 
elected, the Council shall declare tho position vacant. 

c. Vacancies shall be filled by special olections not more than two ( 2) weoks 
or less than one (l) week after such vacancies exist. 

SECTIOF 7 

a. A Council.man may be removed from office upon reasonable cause shown by 
other members of the Council and upon two-thirds ( 2/3) vote of all tho 
Councilmen. 

b. Upon the petition of forty percent (40%) of the eligible voters of any 
block, e. rece.l l election may be held by that block, and upon a three-fourths 
(3/4) favorable vote of the eligible voters, the Councilman shall be deemed 
removed from. office. 

SECTIOW 8 

a. The Community Council shall meet in regular sessions every Wednesday at 
l: 30 P .M. un loss. o+_:ho nviso announced by the Chairman. 

b. All meetings of the Community Council shal 1 be open to the public, but the 
Council shall reserve the right to proclaim individual meetings closed. 

c. Special meetings may be held upon notice of the Chairman or upon petition 
Of ten (10) Council members. 

d. Proxy representation shall not be permissible. 
e. The majority of the Council shall constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE II 

OFFICERS 

SEQTI01J 1 

a.. The Community Council at its first regular meeting ofter election shall 
elect a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and TrGasurer. 

b. Only members of the Council shall be eligible for the olective offices in 

SECTION 2 

SECTION 3 

the Council. 

The Chairman, wi.th the approval of the Council, shall appoint an Executive 
Secretary who shall not bo a member of the Council. 

a. The compensation of the Exocut ive Secretary shall be paid by the War Relo-
cation Authority. 

b. All Councilmen and elective officers of the Community Council shall serve 
without compensation. 

SEC'!TION 4 

SECTION 5 

Tne term of office for each elective office shall be for a poriod of six 
( 6) months. 

The Community Council shall fi 11 all of ficos of" the said Community Council 
or other community branches i~ event of vacancies arising from any cause 
whatsoever to serve until the next general election or expiration of the 
term of office. 

SECTION 6 

a. All elected or appointed officers of the Ccmmunity Council, ~Judicial Com-
mission, and other bodies organized under the provisions hereof, shall be 
subject to removal or impeach.~ent for misfoasance, malfeasance, or non-
feasance in office. 

b. Charges against any such officer or officers must bo in writing and signed 
by not less than ten (10) Councilmen and forwarded to the Executive Secre-
tary or the Chairman of the Community Council. 

c. A special meeting of the Community Council shall be called for the purpose 
of hearing the charges made, and a two-thirds (2/3) vC'ite of the Councilmen 
shall be necessary to hold the accused guilty of the charge or charges pre-
fGrred against him. 

d. The decision of tho Community Council shall be . final. 
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ARTICLE III 

DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS 

SECTION l. CH.AIRMAN 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

The Chairman of the Council sha 11 preside at all meetings, but sha 11 not 
have a vote except in case of a tie. 
It shall be the riuty of the Chairman to supervise the municipal affairs by 
and with tho approval of the Community Council, 
The Chairman shall represent the Community Council in all comm.lmity functions 
or appoint a suitable person in his stead. 
The Chairman shall appoint necessary committees at his discretion and be 
ex-officio member thereof, 
The ChairmaN may appoint members of the Council to cormr..ittees vmich may be 
dean.0d necossary to carry on the ~rork of tha Councit. 
The Chairman must secure the approval of the Council for the appointment 
of non-Council members to boards, car.missions, and committees which the 
Council may establish. 
Tho out.going Chairman shall preside a.s the temporary Chairman at the first 
meeting of tho incan.ir-g Council until such time as the permanent Chairman 
is elected. 

SECTION 2. VICE•CHAIRMAN 

a.. It qha 11 be the duty of the Vice-Chairman to perform such tasks as may be 
assigned to him by the Chairman of the Ccmmunity Council. 

b. 1J.1he Vic0-Chairman shall presirle at all meetings in event of a.bsenoe of the 
Chairman, 

c, The V).ce-Che.irman shall assume the position and duties of the Chairman for 
the renia.inder of the term should a vacancy occur in the office of the Chair:.. 
man, 

SEC TI ON 3. TR~ASTJRER 

a. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep an accurate and corrGct ac• 
count of' all moneys rece'ived or deposited by the Community Council. 

b. The Trm~surer shall me.ko payments by and with tho approval of the Cou11cil. 

SECTION 4. EXECUTI7E SECRETARY 

a. The duties of the Executive Socrct.a:ry shall be to assist generally the Com-
munity Council and other officers thereof in tho administration of canmu ... 
ni ty affair• s and to perform such 1~·ork under their direction and su perv1s1 on. 

b• The Executive Seoretary she.ll pGrform those riuties delegated to him in this 
Ch~u·tor or By-laws tr;~ roof. 

c. The Executive Socrotc.ry shall carry out the polinies and proe:rffiil. as outlined 
by tho Ccmrnunity Council, and shall execute the orders and instructions of 
the Comnuni ty Council. 

d. The :Sxecutive SecrGtary shall have c\1.-Btody of all records of ths Community 
Cm,mcil, Juclic5.al COO!.mission, and otho:r departments or agencies, except 
those which arc specifically entrusted to others. 

o. It shall be the furth6r duty of the Executivo Secretary to codify the rules 
and resolutions pas sod by the Community Council. 

f. Al 1 of'ficio.l .records and all official actions of the Council which a:ra re-
du~ed to writing, shall be written in the English la. ngua.go. 

ARTICLE IV 

COMMITTEES A1-ro COMMISSIONS 

SECTION l 

a. Ths Ccmmunity Council may establish suQh committees, oQmtnJssions and boards 
as may be desirable and neces5ar-y to facilitate the work of the Council and 
fo:r the general welfare of tho residents. 

b. The Community Council shall provide for a Judicial Commission which shall 
hear cases and apply penalties fot' violation of law and order as prescribed 
by the Council. 

c. Tho Community Council shalt provide for orderly mothods of arbitration for 
settling civil disputes between residents. 
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d. Rules and regulations proscribod by the forthcoming Manual on Judiciary, 
vrhich Manual shall be d;rafted by the Canmunity Council, shall be followed 
by the Judicial Commission and the Arbitration Commission. 

ARTICLE V 

GIFTS Alm LIMITATI QI.; TO USE 

SECTION 1 

The Ccmmunity Council shall be vested with the power to so lie it and reoeive 
funds and property for community purposes. 

SECTIOt: 2 

SECTION 3 

SECTION l 

SECTION 2 

All funds and proporty derivod from gifts, donetions, and othor sources 
shall ba expended and usod to defray the expenses of tho Community Council 
and its functions, and for tho gcmeral welfare of the residents of the 
Center~ 

The Council shall not have the autho~ity to regul~te the management, opera-
tion OI" conduct of business onterprises within tho Center. 

ARTICLE VI 

INITIATIVE AND REFERE:r-1DUM 

The qualified electors of the Jerome Rolocation Center shall not be denied 
tho privilege of initiative and r uferondum. 

a.. To initiat e any r egul ations or to refer any :roguletions to the rGsidonts of 
tho Contor, it shall be necessary that p6titions be filed with the Executive 
Secreta ry of t hG C om:.nuni ty Counci 1. 

b. The petitions sha ll contain thG signatures of at loast t e n percent (10%) 
of tho qualifiG<l 01.G c t ors of the Center, and must represent at l east a 
majority of the bl ocks of the Cont er. 

o. Any mGasures and r c~:ulations may be referred to a vote of the people upon 
a resolution ap pr oved by a majority of the Council. 

SECTION 3 

e., Th.e Ccmmuni ty Council shall determine in each instance tho validity and 
sufficiency of tho petition. 

b. U11on determining that such petition conforms to the above section, the 
CQmmunity Council shall order an election on the issues involved in the 
petition·. · 

SEC-TIOlJ A 

a. Tho Comm.unity Council shalt give notice of such election by publishing in 
the "Denson Tribune,• or any other newspaper of general circulation in the 
J9rome Retoce.tion Cellter, the issues involved, and the time of such elec"" 
tion. 

b. Suoh eleeit.ion$ $hall 0. held not less than seven (7) days aftor such publl-
oatio11-. 

e. Such csln~iien shd l be Jr4eld iit tl\~ same mannor as the election of Ceuneil ... 
tnep,. 

SECTION 5 

.A majoPit.y YQtG o·t tliG t11·dified .-leetor~ vo.ti~g thereon shall be necessary 
tc doeide tssuos arhinfl frm irlf\j.e.tive and referendum. 
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ARTICLE VII 

RUrns AND REGULATIONS 

SECTION l 

All rules and regul~tions one .. ctod by the Jerome Cormnunity Council shall 
become offcctive three (3) days after submission and approval thereof by 
tho Projoct Director; provided, howover, that any rule or regulation shall · 
bGcome offoctivo immediately after approval of the Project Director if two-
thirds (2/3) of the Councilmen ~)rGGEmt shall vote to consider samo as an 
omc r r,ency rn ca su ro. 

SECTIOlT 2 

a. The enacting clo.use of all ruler; and rugulations of the Jerome Community 
Council shall be subst~ntially as follows: ''The Community Council of 
Jerome Relocation Center does hereby enact as fol lows: 11 

b. Evory :rule and r0culation upon enactment of th0 Cornmuni ty Council must be 
sir:;ncd by tho Chairman the roof and attc stod to by the Exe cu ti vo Secretary. 

SECTIOIJ 3 

The :Sxocuti.ve Soc rotary sho.l l cause each rule and regu lat ior and omendmcnt s 
t~rnreto after approval of the Project DirE ctor to bo publis hod i::rirr1.0diately 
.at least once in the "Denson Tribune," or in any other newspaper of general 
circulation in the Jsrome Relocation Cantor. 

SECTIOW 4 

I' 

A viole.tion of any rule or regulation of tho Community Council shall be 
deem6d a misdemeanor and may bo prosecuted before the Judicial Com:nission 
in the namo of the People of Jerome Relocation Center in accorrlance with 
tho provisions in the ~fanual of tho Judieial Coro.mission. 

ARTICLE VIII 

SECTION l 

Charter: This Charter shall bo subject to nmondment only in tl1G following 
manner: 

a. Upon petition si c ned by one-fourth (t) of tho qualified electors or upon a 
rGsolution passed by two-thirds (2/3) of the Crnncilmcn, and upon approval 
by tho ?roject Director, the proposed amendment or amendments shall l:.e 
civon public8.tion in ·the 0 Donson Tribune," or in any othsr newspapar of 
general circulation in tho 1.Tcrone Relocation Ccntor. 

b. After one ( l) week has expired, a special election shall be held, and the 
guGlifiod electors shall cast their votes in the manner of election of 
councilmen. 

c. A majority of qualified electors voting on such issue shall be necessary to 
pass an a.mcnd..rn.ent to this Charter. 

SECTION 2 

SECTIOF l 

By-laws: Tho By-laws shall be subject to amendment only in the fol lowing 
manner; by throe-fourths (3/4) vote of the cluly elected Councilmen. 

ARTICLE IX 

RATIFICLTION 

ChBrtcr: ThE. ratification of a majority of tho qualified electors of Jerome 
Ro location Contor voting therefor shall be necessary for the adoption of 
this Charter and By-l~rws. 
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SECTION l 

SECTIOE 2 
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Continuance of Temporary Community Council in offico until superseded: 
Tho Temporary Corrnnunity Council of Jerome Relocation Center shall continue 
in office until tho Jerome Community Council horoinabove set forth shall 
have be on duly c lectod and or gen izcd. 

BY-Lli.VTS 
OF THE 

COMMUN I TY COUNCIL 
OF 

J:SROME RELOCLT IOlJ CENTER 

ARTICLE I 

GE!IBR.LL ELECTIONS 

~11 parsons Gighteon (18) years of age or ovor shall be eligible to vote 
in all elections. 

a. All oloc.tions of Councilmen shall be precoded by nominating petitions of 
oach'block; and such nominating petition must contain at least ten (10) 
names of qualified voters of each block. The signaillre of any voter sign-
ing more than ono poti ti on sha 11 be void except the first filed pc ti ti on. 

b. General election of Councilmon shall bo hold at such intervals as providod 
for in Article I, Sections 4 and 5, and the datos of such elections sh.a 11 
bo determined by the Counci 1. 

SECTION 3 

a. The block manacor and throe (3) persons scloctcd by the voters of each 
block, one (1) month prior to thG oloction dat0, shall constitut e tho Elec-
tion Board of said block. No nominee shal 1 sorve of said Board. 

b. Each Eloction Boa rd shall rq; ister all eligible voters of the block; sha 11 
nccivo all nomine,ting petitions throe (3) wooks before the election date 
and submit the same to the Council; shall receive ballots prepared by the 
Council and proporly check the same before distribution; shall supervise 
the voting at a dosignatod polling place in each block; shall check each 
voter a r:ainst the registration list of eligible voters before a ballot is 
issued to tho voter; and shall count tho votes cast and certify the olec-
tion rcsu l t to the Council. 

c. Tho election of the first Council shall be held within one ( 1) month of tho 
ratific8tion of this Charter. Plans for tho organization of Election Boards 
for e lection of the first Council shall be tho responsibility of the Tem-
porary Ccmmunity Council, and thoroaftor plcns for tho or canizetion of 
Eloction Boards shall be the responsibility of the Council. 

SECTION l 

SECTION 2 

Section 3 

liRTICLE II 

VOTING 

A majority voto of tho Councilman present at any and all meetings of the 
Corrnnunity Council sha 11 be necessary to determine all is sues including 
election of officers and mo enactment of rules and regulations, except as 
hereinafter provided. 

Ther e. shall be no proxy voting. 

The method of voting shall be by voice unloss othcrw:lsc designated by the 
Chairman, in which caso it wi.ll be done through secret ballot. 
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SECTION 2 

7 

RulEs of order: Unless otherwise provided; 0 Roberts' Rules of Order" shall 
govern all meetings. 

1 ARTICLE III .......__ 

SECRETARIES 

The Council may, with tho consent of the Project Di.rector, e.ppoint one ( l) 
or moro recording socroto..rios ,Nhcnovcr necessary. 

The compensation of such s0crctarios shall be pa.id by tho YTf:'.r Relocation 
Author:l. ty. 

l.1.RTICLE IV 

STlJmING cor:~UTTE~S 

SECTION 1. FiXECUTIVE COl"J''ITTEE 

o.. M0mbors : The Zxocutive Com.;J.ittee shall be composed of the Chairman, Vice-
Chairmnn, Troasu rer, and Exe cu ti ve Secrete .. ry of the Qounc il; and the Chair-
man cf tho Block Manacers. 

b. Duties of tho 'Sxecutivc Corrudttec: It shall be the duty. of the Executive 
Committos e.cting on behalf of, and at the direction of the Community Council 
to v:ork with i~ ho Project Director an.d help solve all problems concerning 
comr:-:unity vrelfar~. 

c. The Co'J.ncil shall cmpov.rer the Ex6cu.tivo Committee to make a.r.y emergency 
doci~ion which might be doomod beneficial to tho ~relfar 1.; of the Center 
residents. 

S~C'.'.'IOl: 2. RESOLUTIOFS COM~ ·1 ITTEE 

a. ~ior.i.bers: The mom.bors of the Resolution Comnittee shn 11 be three (3) 
citizens to bo olccted by tho Council. 

b. Duti.e:s of the Resolutions Committee: Tho only function of this Committeo 
shall bo to phrase tho resolutions passed by the Council. 


